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Pakistan condemns Modi's
 provocative threats amid regional

volatility

Parts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP) receive rainfall, strong winds

Heatwave Threatens Lives
and Crops in Balochistan

Balochistan Budget 2025: A People-Centric Vision or Just Another Promise?
Syed Ali Shah Analysis:

QUETTA: As the Chief Minis-
ter of Balochistan, Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti, leads a high-level parlia-
mentary committee to prepare
the FY2025 budget and Public
Sector Development
Programme (PSDP), the prov-
ince stands at a critical cross-
roads. Promising a shift from
the past, Bugti vows this bud-
get will prioritize transparency,
merit, and good governance,
with a strong focus on public
welfare. But the key question
remains—will these promises
translate into real change for the
people of Balochistan?

Breaking from the
Past: A Collective

Effort
For the first time in years,

the formation of a cross-party
parliamentary committee involv-
ing leaders from PPP, PML,
BAP, ANP, and JI signals a hope-
ful departure from political vic-
timization and partisan favorit-
ism. With experienced lawmak-
ers like Mir Zahoor Ahmed
Buledi, Bakht Muhammad
Kakar, Engineer Zamarak Khan
Achakzai, and Noor Muhammad
Dummar at the table, there is a
genuine opportunity to craft a
budget that reflects collective
interest rather than individual
gains.

End of Individual
Projects, Focus on
Equal Development

Chief Minister Bugti has
made it clear:

“No room for corruption or
nepotism.” Only approved,

people-centric development
projects will be included—no
pet schemes,

no personal agendas.

This approach must ensure that
neglected and far-flung areas like
Awaran, Washuk, Sherani, and
Dera Bugti receive their fair share.

For decades, these regions have
remained on the margins of de-
velopment;

 it’s time the budget ac-

knowledged their right to
progress.

Health and
Education: More

Than Just Buzzwords
The CM’s commitment to

education and healthcare as
priority sectors is commend-
able—but mere statements are
not enough.

What Balochistan needs is
a real boost in primary and sec-
ondary school enrollment,
teachers’ training, rural health
infrastructure, and medicine
availability.

 If the province is to im-
prove its Human Development
Index (HDI), practical steps—
not policy platitudes—must
lead the way.
A Budget of Trust,
Not Just Numbers

Bugti’s declaration that
this budget is “a roadmap to
uplift every resident of
Balochistan” is powerful.

 But the success of this
budget will be judged not by
spreadsheets, but by the smiles
of students in rural classrooms,
the relief of patients in func-
tional clinics, and the roads that
connect remote villages to op-
portunity.

The people of Balochistan
are watching closely. This bud-
get must not be another missed
opportunity—it must become a
blueprint of hope, equity, and
real development.

Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir Sarfaraz Bugti chairing the meeting: Photo provided by DGPR

Polio Worker Escort Killed in Noshki Attack,
Balochistan Govt Vows Strong Action

Haji Tayyab Yalanzai,
News Desk:

Noshki: A police officer deployed
for the security of a polio vacci-
nation team was martyred when
unidentified gunmen opened fire
in the Killi Muhammad Hassani
area of Noshki district ,
Balochistan. The polio team was
vaccinating children in the area at
the time of the attack.

According to police officials,
the assailants managed to escape
the scene after the attack. A
search operation has been
launched to apprehend the cul-
prits. Security forces immediately
cordoned off the area and began
collecting forensic evidence.

The martyred police officer
was identified as Waheed Ahmed,
son of Muhammad Hashim, a resi-
dent of Jamalabad, Noshki. He
was assigned to protect the polio
team as part of the ongoing na-
tionwide immunization campaign.

Balochistan government
spokesperson Shahid Rind
strongly condemned the attack,

calling it an attempt to sabotage a
vital national health campaign.
“Polio eradication is a national
duty, and such acts of violence
are absolutely unacceptable,” he
stated.

He paid tribute to the
martyred officer, saying, “We sa-
lute the sacrifice of the brave po-
liceman who laid down his life
while performing his duty.”

Shahid Rind further added,
“This attack is a conspiracy to
spread fear and disrupt the polio
campaign. The government will
intensify operations against such
terrorist elements.”

He assured that the provin-
cial government will strengthen
security for all polio workers and
security personnel involved in the
campaign to ensure their safety.

Gwadar Officials Reinforce Ban on Wire Net
Fishing to Protect Marine Life

By Staff Reporter:
The Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner General, Dr. Abdul Shakoor
and Director Fisheries Marine,
Ahmad Nadeem, reiterated the
government’s commitment to en-
forcing the ban on wire net fish-
ing in Balochistan’s coastal areas.

The meeting, attended by
Deputy Director Fisheries
Mushtaq Baloch, Assistant Direc-
tor Shah Fahad, and representa-
tives of fishermen’s organizations,
focused on the ecological threats
posed by wire netting and its le-
gal implications.

Focus on Marine
Ecosystem and

Fishermen’s Rights
Participants engaged in an

extensive discussion on the envi-
ronmental impact of wire net fish-
ing, which remains prohibited un-
der current fisheries regulations.
Most representatives from the
fishermen community expressed
strong opposition to wire nets,
labeling them as a serious threat
to marine biodiversity.

A minority of voices opposed
the ban, citing economic con-
cerns.

“The Department of Fisher-
ies will make the final decision, as

they are best equipped to inter-
pret and enforce marine SOPs,”
said Dr. Abdul Shakoor. “Every
step will prioritize the protection
of the marine ecosystem and the
rights of local fishermen.”

Legal Clarity and
Temporary Relief

Director Ahmad Nadeem
clarified that the law does not al-
low the use of wire nets due to
their destructive effects on marine
habitats.

However, he assured stake-
holders that legitimate concerns
of fishermen would be addressed
through consultation with senior
authorities and marine experts.

To provide temporary relief,

he announced a conditional allow-
ance for the traditional fishing net
locally known as “Jhal”, to sup-
port livelihoods of small-scale
fishermen while maintaining eco-
logical balance.

A Balanced
Approach for

Gwadar’s Coastal
Communities

The meeting highlighted the
government’s dual commitment to
sustainable fishing practices and
economic well-being of coastal
communities. Authorities vowed
to continue stakeholder engage-
ment to ensure balanced and in-
clusive fisheries policies.
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Unlocking The Greatest Enigma
Hafiz Abdul Majid :

Humans are biologi-

cally named Homo sapi-
ens, or “wise men.” Carl
Linnaeus, a Swedish bi-
ologist, and physician,
coined this term in 1758.
We are wise because we
can think, learn, and
communicate.

All these faculties
are due to the human
brain,  which hardly
makes up 2 % of our
body size. This tiny or-
gan on our shoulders,
which weighs only 3
pounds, has made hu-
mans the unchallenged
ruler of the planet Earth.

With their superior
intelligence, they have
built machines to fly in
the air and explore the
depths of oceans. With
their astounding cogni-
tive and behavioral capa-
bilities, they have un-
locked many secrets of
nature.   They have
landed on the moon and
successfully sent un-
manned spacecraft to
Mars. Despite all these
feats performed by hu-
mans, there are some
unsolved secrets to un-
ravel. The greatest mys-
teries that humanity is
grappling with are – the
universe and the human
brain.
The human brain is the

most fascinating and
complete structure in

the universe
Perhaps the human

brain is the most fasci-
nating and complex
structure in the uni-
verse. Though it has a
very small size i.e. 1350
cubic centimeters, yet
human brain remains an
enigma beyond human
ken. Scientists have em-
barked on different
projects to unlock this
mystery.

Developed coun-
tries are pumping billions
of dollars in these
projects, aimed at under-
standing the functioning
of the human brain.

Owing to the enor-
mity and complexity of
the challenge, scientists
in diverse fields like neu-
roscience, physics, chem-
istry, biology, statistics,
and computer science
have teamed up to work
on these projects. It is
believed that these
projects will take many
years to accomplish any
final mapping or simula-
tion model of the human
brain.

It is believed, hack-
ing the human brain, will
usher humanity into a
post-human era, altering
the course of human his-
tory.

US launches BRAIN
project in 2016
Brain Research

Through Advancing In-
novative Neurologies
(BRAIN), is one of such
projects launched by the
US government in 2016.
It mainly focuses on the
analysis of neuronal cir-
cuits by mapping the
neural pathways in the
brain. It is a gigantic task
to map 100 billion neu-
rons in the brain. Accord-
ing to neuroscientists
each of these neurons is
connected with 10,000
other neurons.

To pass signals
among these neurons
there exists another
dense web of at least
1,000 trillion synaptic
connections. This project
was initially funded with
a whopping amount of $
3 billion.

EU launches Human
Brain Project
The Human Brain

Project (HBP), is another

human brain research
initiative funded and
launched by the Euro-
pean Union.  The objec-
tive of the HBP is to de-
code the human brain by
producing a simulation
of the human brain in a
n e u r o m o r p h i c
supercomputer. It was a
ten-year program started
in 2013, and European
Commission allocated a
staggering grant of 1 bil-
lion euro for this project.
China and Japan have
also embarked on simi-
lar projects of their own.

These projects are
considered game chang-
ers for humanity. Advo-
cates of these projects
believe that akin to ad-
vancement in nuclear
physics, and decoding
of the human genome
the human brain
projects will trigger an-
other dramatic historical
epoch in human history.
Apart from the promis-
ing benefits in the treat-
ment of mental ailments,
these projects can offer
tremendous opportuni-
ties for the enhancement
of human brain capabili-
ties.

One in every eight
people in the world
suffers from some

kind of mental disor-
der: WHO

According to the
World Mental Health
Report (2022), published
by the WHO, one in ev-
ery eight people in the
world suffers from some
kind of mental disorder.
These studies of the hu-
man brain will help us
understand neuropsy-
chiatric disorders, diag-
nose these ailments and
effectively treat them.
Diseases l ike
A l z h e i m e r ’ s ,
Parkinson’s,  autism,

schizophrenia, and de-
pression etc. will be easy
to treat and patients suf-
fering from these dis-
eases will be able to live
a normal life.

Neuralink, a
neurotechnology

company formed by
Elon Musk in 2016

Besides accelerated
biomedical knowledge
and improved treatment
of mental disorders, re-
sulting from human brain
studies, scientists are
optimistic that a better
understanding of the
brain will immensely
benefit patients with
brain injuries. Damaged
parts of the brain can be
repaired and made func-
tional by neural im-
plants. One such won-
derful implant device has
been developed by
Neuralink, a
neurotechnology com-
pany formed by Elon
Musk in 2016. This de-
vice is named Neuralink-
N1, when implanted in
the human brain,  i t
serves as an interface
between the human
brain and the computer.
The US Food & Drug
Administration (FDA),
has recently allowed the
Neura Link to implant
their brain-readable
chips in humans. With
the help of this chip, us-
ers will be able to con-
nect, communicate and
control their computers
and mobile phones
through their thoughts.

Yuval Noah Hariri
envisions a future

when the human brain
will be re-engineered

Through implants
in the brain, paralyzed
patients will be able to
use their bionic limbs as
conveniently as they
would use their organic

limbs. They will be able
to use and control the
computers and ma-
chines by using their
thoughts. Yuval Noah
Hariri, envisions a future
when the human brain
will be re-engineered and
neural networks are re-
placed by intelligent
software, liberating hu-
man beings from the limi-
tations of their organic
bodies. Some scientists
and writers like Ray
Kurzweil, Martin Rees,
and Michio Kaku claim
that further development
in neurotechnology will
enable us to transfer hu-
man minds into robots
and experience life out-
side our organic mortal
bodies. They also be-
lieve humans can outlive
their organic selves by
downloading their memo-
ries and consciousness
onto computers.
“To know thyself is the
beginning of wisdom”,

Socrates said two
thousand years back

The pace of scien-
tific developments and
advancement in the past
few decades have been
marvelous. Socrates, the
greatest of philosophers,
more than two thousand
years back, said

 “To know thyself is
the beginning of wis-
dom”. It appears that we
have started the journey
to understand ourselves.
After decoding the hu-
man genome, humanity
is now all set to unwrap
the most sophisticated
and intelligent of ma-
chines in the universe.
Transhumanists believe
that with this exponen-
tial speed of develop-
ment, it will not be very
long before humans will
enter the next stage of
their evolution.

Illegal Israeli Attack on Gaza Hospital Sparks Outcry
over Violation of Human Rights

By Samiullah:

In recent years, the Is-

rael-Palestine conflict
has witnessed numer-
ous escalations, result-
ing in the tragic loss of
countless lives and ex-
tensive damage to infra-
structure. Among the
most shocking incidents
in this ongoing conflict
is the illegal Israeli attack
on a hospital in Gaza,
which has sparked inter-
national outrage and un-
derscores the pressing
need for international in-
tervention to protect the
most vulnerable indi-
viduals caught in the
crossfire.

The Inhuman
Act: Targeting

Hospitals:
War, even when

waged between states
with longstanding con-
flicts, is subject to rules
and conventions. The
fundamental principle of
international humanitar-
ian law is to protect ci-
vilians, including the
wounded, children, and
the elderly. Hospitals are

meant to be sanctuaries
in t imes of conflict ,
places where the injured
can receive medical care
without fear of attack.
Yet, the attack on a hos-
pital in Gaza flagrantly
violated these principles
and sent shockwaves
through the international
community.

The Impact of
the Attack:

The repercussions
of the attack on a hospi-
tal in Gaza were cata-
strophic. Innocent civil-
ians, including children,
the wounded, and the
elderly, were directly af-
fected by this grave vio-
lation of international
law. Lives were lost, and
the injured faced dire cir-
cumstances with limited
access to medical care.
Moreover, such actions
further fuel the cycle of
violence in the region,
making it increasingly
difficult to achieve a
peaceful resolution to the
conflict.

International
Responsibility:

The United Nations
and powerful nations
must step up and play a
pivotal role in address-
ing the Israel-Palestine
conflict. The concept
that “the enemy of my
enemy is my friend” has
been a longstanding
principle in international
relations. In this context,
it should translate into a
resolute commitment to
safeguard the rights and
safety of the most vul-
nerable. Powerful na-
tions should exert diplo-
matic pressure on the
conflicting parties to ad-
here to the rules of war
and peace.

Thucydides’
Insights: Rules of
War and Peace:

The ancient Greek
historian Thucydides, in
his timeless work “His-
tory of the
Peloponnesian War,”
underscored the impor-
tance of rules in times of
war and peace. He ar-
gued that upholding
these rules is not a sign
of weakness but an es-

sential element of the in-
ternational order. The at-
tack on a hospital in Gaza
stands as a blatant vio-
lation of these principles
and underscores the ne-
cessity of enforcing
them.

To Sum Up:
The illegal Israeli at-

tack on a hospital in Gaza
serves as a stark re-
minder of the tragic con-
sequences that the Is-
rael-Palestine conflict
continues to impose on
innocent lives. It is im-
perative for the interna-

tional community to
unite in its efforts to pro-
mote peace, protect the
most vulnerable, and en-
sure the principles of war
and peace are upheld.

As Thucydides
noted, these principles
are not a sign of weak-
ness but the cornerstone
of a just and humane
world order. It is high
time for the United Na-
tions and powerful na-
tions to take proactive
measures to end the suf-
fering and work towards
a lasting solution in the
region.

“Unlocking the future:
Balochistan’s IT Initiative

Empowers Youth”
Manzoor Magsi:

In a bid to unlock the

untapped potential of
Balochistan’s unem-
ployed youth, a
groundbreaking Infor-
mation Technology (IT)
initiative program has
been unveiled.

The program, an-
nounced during a cer-
emony held in Quetta,
the provincial capital, is
set to revolutionize the
prospects of
Balochistan’s young
workforce. With the sup-
port of the Caretaker
Chief Minister, Provin-
cial Ministers, and senior
government officials,
this initiative aims to pro-
vide modern IT courses
including artificial intel-
ligence that can be ac-
cessed by both men and
women, regardless of
their educational back-
ground or geographic
location.

IT skills
important
The optimism sur-

rounding this initiative is
palpable, and it’s not
without reason.
Balochistan boasts a
pool of talented and
hardworking youth who
have long been hindered
by the lack of opportu-
nities and infrastructure.
This IT program repre-

sents a significant step
towards harnessing
their latent skills and tal-
ents. In today’s world,
education alone is no
longer sufficient; it must
be complemented with
practical skills.

The aspiration is
clear equip
Balochistan’s youth not
only with degrees but
also with modern skills
that are in high demand
in the job market.

 This initiative rec-
ognizes that the youth
of Balochistan should
not only be job seekers
but also potential job
creators.

It is envisioned that
after just a few months
of training through this
IT program, those who
were once searching for
government jobs will
have the capacity to pro-
vide employment to oth-
ers.

IT sector opens
new vistas
 for youth
In today’s ever-

evolving political
economy, information
technology plays a piv-
otal role. It opens doors
to a myriad of emerging
professions and oppor-
tunities that are shaping
the modern world.

Balochistan’s youth will
not only gain technical
skills but also intellectual
guidance to navigate the
challenges of this rapidly
changing landscape.
The program acknowl-
edges the importance of
adaptability and critical
thinking, skills that are
crucial in the digital age.

This initiative is part
of a broader vision for
Balochistan’s develop-
ment, and it marks the
beginning of the second
phase in the journey to
empower the province’s
youth.

The commitment of
the government, the en-
thusiasm of profes-
sionals, and the potential
of Balochistan’s youth
together form a potent
formula for success.

As this IT initiative
program takes root, we
can anticipate a brighter
future for the youth of
Balochistan, one where
they become the archi-
tects of their destiny and
active participants in the
global knowledge
economy.

This writer is a
former Press Secretary to
the Chief Minister of
Balochistan, currently
working as Assistant Di-
rector of Public Rela-
tions at the Government
of Balochistan.

Polio Crisis in Balochistan: A
Failure of Campaigns, Vaccine

Refusals, and Poor Management
Editorial:

The alarming surge in polio cases in Balochistan continues to expose the
failures of the ongoing eradication campaigns. With three new cases, the
provincial total has now reached 20, and the national tally stands at 37, under-
scoring the dire need for urgent action.

Despite millions poured into vaccination efforts, the virus remains a per-
sistent threat, especially in remote and underserved areas.

The failure to contain the virus highlights a deep-rooted issue: chronic
vaccine refusals and ineffective management of the polio campaigns.

For years, health officials and organizations like the World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) and UNICEF have launched numerous drives, but their impact
remains minimal.

One major hurdle is the lack of access to high-risk areas, where families
refuse the vaccine due to misinformation, mistrust, or cultural resistance.

Beyond logistical challenges, the absence of political and social owner-
ship further weakens the campaign.

Without the backing of influential leaders, community buy-in is minimal,
leaving the burden on health workers who often face resistance.

The failure of local authorities to engage and mobilize communities is a
critical factor contributing to the rising cases.

To truly overcome this crisis, a shift toward indigenous solutions is es-
sential. The authorities must trust and empower local staff members who un-
derstand the cultural and social dynamics of their communities.

Policies imposed from Islamabad often fail to address the specific chal-
lenges faced in Balochistan.

Instead, local leaders—political, religious, and social—should be brought
on board to help reshape the strategy, build trust, and engage communities in
the fight against polio.

By embracing an approach rooted in local ownership and tailored to the
province’s needs, Balochistan can make meaningful progress in eradicating
the virus.  Without swift action, Balochistan’s battle against polio will con-
tinue to stall, putting more young lives at risk.  The virus is not just a health
issue but a reflection of systemic failures that need to be addressed to protect
future generations.

Heatwave Threatens Lives and
Crops in Balochistan

By Ghalib Nehad:

As temperatures

soar across Pakistan,
several districts of
Balochistan are brac-
ing for an intense
heatwave.

According to the
Balochistan Meteoro-
logical Department,
Sibi is expected to
record temperatures
as high as 47°C in the
coming days. Turbat
may reach 46°C,
Lasbela 44°C,
Nokundi 43°C,
Dalbandin 41°C, and
Quetta could experi-
ence highs of up to
35°C.

The Met Office
has issued heatwave
alerts for Sibi, Kachhi,
Sohbatpur, Lehri,
Naseerabad, Jhal
Magsi, Turbat,
Lasbela, Washuk,
Kharan, and Chaghi,
warning of dry and
extreme weather con-
ditions.

The heat is not
only endangering hu-

man health but also
threatening agricul-
tural productivity.
Khalid Hussain Bhat,
Chairman of the
Farmers’ Union, em-
phasized that extreme
heat severely impacts
seed survival and crop
growth.

He noted that
wheat yields, which
traditionally ranged
from 50-60 maunds
per acre, have
dropped significantly
to 20-25 maunds due
to milder winters and
erratic climate pat-
terns.

Bhat also high-
lighted the critical situ-
ation in canal-fed
farming areas where
declining water avail-
ability has exacer-
bated the risks. He
urged the government
to introduce heat-re-
sistant crop varieties
to prevent billions in
agricultural losses and
potential food short-
ages.

Meanwhile, Dr.
Mahmood Ahmed
warned that rising tem-
peratures could lead to
an increase in heat-re-
lated illnesses. He ad-
vised citizens to stay
hydrated, avoid sun
exposure between 11
a.m. and 4 p.m., and
wear light-colored,
loose-fitting clothing.
Reducing meat con-
sumption and eating
more fruits and veg-
etables can also help
mitigate heat-related
risks.

Dr. Ahmed
stressed the impor-
tance of early action to
prevent heatstroke,
outlining symptoms
such as excessive
sweating, fatigue, diz-
ziness, nausea, rapid
heartbeat, and in se-
vere cases, uncon-
sciousness.

He urged both
public awareness and
government support to
manage the growing
threat effectively.

Millions in Balochistan to Gain Flood Protection, Housing, and
Essential Services Through Major Resilience Drive

Syed Ali Shah:

H istoric Recovery

Effort in Balochistan
Balochistan is set

to witness a major
transformation as mil-
lions of residents
across 32 flood-af-
fected districts benefit
from new flood protec-
tion measures, housing
reconstruction, and the
restoration of essential
services.

 Over 2.7 million
people are expected to
directly benefit from
the initiative, with 1.8
million gaining protec-
tion against future
floods and more than
105,000 homes being
rebuilt for displaced
families.

The region, which
suffered devastating
losses during the 2022
floods, is now being

equipped with stronger,
climate-resilient infra-
structure designed to
withstand future disas-
ters.

Beyond rebuilding
homes and infrastruc-
ture, the initiative is re-
storing

hope—securing
clean water,
healthcare, education,
and sustainable liveli-
hoods for communities
that were pushed into
extreme vulnerability.

Local officials
stress that the real suc-
cess will not be mea-
sured by

the number of
projects completed, but
by the resilience of
families who will be
able to rebuild their
lives with dignity, secu-
rity, and opportunity.

“This is about

making sure that the
people of Balochistan
never again have to
endure the same level
of devastation,

” a senior govern-
ment representative
said.

Building
Resilience, Not
Just Rebuilding

Rather than sim-
ply repairing what was
lost, the Integrated
Flood Resilience and
Adaptation Project
(IFRAP) focuses on
making Balochistan
stronger against future
climate shocks.

Key elements of
the project include con-
structing resilient hous-
ing, building embank-
ments and

flood channels, re-
storing health and edu-

cation services,
and supporting

farmers and small
businesses to revive
local economies.

Every project is
guided by community
input, ensuring that lo-
cal needs shape the
recovery.

By prioritizing
marginalized groups,
especially women and
vulnerable popula-
tions, IFRAP aims to
create an inclusive and
sustainable recovery.

A Lifeline for
Millions

In addition to
physical reconstruc-
tion, the project is im-
proving early warning
systems, providing bet-
ter water

management so-
lutions, and investing

in skills development
programs so commu-
nities can respond
faster and better to
future disasters. Over
100,000 sub-projects
are being

initiated to ad-
dress the diverse
needs of the flood-af-
fected population.

The ultimate goal
is to break the cycle of
destruction and vul-
nerability.

Through smart in-
vestments today,
Balochistan is building
a safer, more prosper-
ous tomorrow for its
people.

Officials empha-
size that the road to full
recovery will take time,
but the determination
to protect lives, liveli-
hoods, and dignity has
never been stronger.
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Punjab set to hike traffic fines by 10 times

Hashmi Pakistan announces
cricket legend 'Waseem Akram

as global brand ambassador

DFP calls for inclusive dialogue to
resolve Kashmir dispute

Dozens of Kashmiri political prisoners being
shifted from IIOJK to jails in India

Parts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) receive
rainfall, strong winds

LAHORE (INP):
The Punjab govern-
ment has decided to
increase fines for traf-
fic violations by up to
ten times.

The decision was
taken during a special
meeting chaired by
Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz on
Tuesday.

Under the new
plan, parents will be
held accountable, and
FIRs will be regis-
tered if underage chil-
dren are caught driv-
ing. Heavy fines for
using mobile phones
while driving were also

agreed upon in prin-
ciple. Additionally, a
ban will be imposed on
parking heavily loaded
trolleys along major
roads.

Strict action will be
taken against vehicles
operating with broken
or nonfunctional head-
lights.  Vehicles carry-
ing dangerously hang-
ing items such as iron
rods or protruding parts
will be stopped imme-
diately. Cases will also
be registered for one-
wheeling or danger-
ously reckless driving.
The meeting also re-
viewed the remodelling

of 372 points across
Punjab and 77 within
Lahore. It was  di-
rected that video and
photographic evi-
dence must be at-
tached to all traffic
challans to ensure
transparency. Traffic
wardens will now is-
sue challans "in cam-
era" for better ac-
countability.

CM Maryam
Nawaz approved the
provision of modern
patrol vehicles and ad-
vanced equipment to
the traffic police. She
also ordered the im-
mediate removal of

traffic bottlenecks on
Bedian Road and other
key routes. To help
identify and manage
traffic congestion in
advance, roadside digi-
tal screens will be in-
stalled.

The proposal to
change the traffic po-
lice uniform was re-
viewed, and a decision
was made in principle
to introduce five new
categories of traffic
officers: Enforcement
Officer, Traffic Regu-
lator, Education Of-
ficer, Licensing Of-
ficer, and Public Ser-
vice Officer.

Dumper ‘crushes’ mother-daughter
duo to death

SHEIKHUPURA (INP):
In another horrific inci-
dent, a dumper crushed
a mother-daughter duo
to death on Lahore-
Sheikhupura road.

According to res-
cue sources, the inci-
dent occurred in
Sheikhupura where a
speeding dumper hit a
motorcycle and killed
mother daughter duo
and injured her son.

The rescue sources
further said that the in-
jured has been shifted to
the nearby hospital.

Earlier, a dumper
claimed life of a wheel-
chair-bound man at Steel
Mill Morh in Karachi.

Senior Superinten-
dent of Police (SSP) Traf-
fic Shoukat Ali Khatian
stated that the handi-
capped man was struck
by a dumper while at-
tempting to cross the
road.

The driver at-
tempted to flee the scene
but was assaulted by citi-
zens and traffic officials
blocked the dumper with
vehicles to prevent his
escape. Read more: Three
of family killed as dumper
crashes into vehicle in
Karachi The enraged citi-
zens smashed the
dumper’s windows and
attacked the driver, who
was subsequently taken

into custody, according
to SSP Khatian.

The fatal crash
adds to Karachi’s grim
record of traffic acci-
dents, with nearly 500
deaths reported in 2024
due to collisions involv-
ing heavy vehicles. On
May 12, three members
of a family lost their lives
after their vehicle was
hit by a speeding
dumper in Karach.

As per details, a
speeding dumper col-
lided with a car at North-
ern Bypas in Karachi’s
Surjani Town. As a re-
sult, three people of a
family, including a father
and son were killed.

Schools to
remain open

tomorrow
LAHORE (INP):  All
government schools
across Punjab will re-
main open on May 28
to commemorate
Youm-e-Takbeer, ac-
cording to a notifica-
tion issued by the
School Education De-
partment on Tuesday.
As per the circular,
special programmes
will be held in schools
including national
songs, speeches, and
tributes to the Pakistan
Armed Forces to mark
the significance of the
day when Pakistan be-
came a nuclear power.
The Education Depart-
ment has directed that
speech competitions,
art displays, and na-
tional song contests be
organized at the district
level in government
schools across Punjab.
Students who win the
district-level Youm-e-
Takbeer competitions
will be awarded cash
prizes of Rs50,000, the
notification added. The
department further
stated that summer va-
cations will be an-
nounced after the con-
clusion of Youm-e-
Takbeer activities. It is
to be noted that on
May 20, Pakistan gov-
ernment announced a
public holiday on May
28 (Wednesday) to
mark the historic day,
‘Youm-e-Takbeer ’,
when Pakistan became
an atomic power.
‘Youm-e-Takbeer’ is a
reminder of the
country’s unshakeable
commitment to its de-
fense and sovereignty.

As a result, Paki-
stan became the first
nuclear power in the
Muslim world and sev-
enth in the world. In
December 2024, the
Pakistan government
added May 28 as a
public holiday in a cal-
ender of public holidays
in 2025.

KARACHI (INP):
Hashmi Pakistan, a
trusted name in health
and beauty industry,
proudly announced the
appointment of
cricketing icon Wasim
Akram as the Official
Global Brand Ambassa-
dor for Hashmi
Ispaghol, the
company’s flagship
natural fiber supple-
ment.

The grand signing
ceremony was held at a
prestigious event in
Marriott Hotel, Karachi,
attended by the hon-
ored Wasim Akram,
along with key members
of the Hashmi Pakistan’s
leadership team, and
national media represen-

tatives.
The event marked a

significant milestone in
the brand’s journey to
promote healthy living
through trusted, natural
products.

Wasim Akram, not
only a sports legend but
also a strong advocate
for health, fitness, and an
active lifestyle—values
that closely align with
Hashmi Ispaghol,  is
therefore the ideal face
for the brand.

Through this col-
laboration, Hashmi Paki-
stan aims to amplify its
message of digestive
wellness and daily fiber
intake to a wider audi-
ence, inspiring people to
take proactive steps to-

wards healthier living.
Speaking to the

press on the occasion,
Amir Hashmi, Executive
Director of Hashmi Pa-
kistan,  commented:
"Hashmi has built a
legacy of promoting
health and wellness to
families over the course
of the last 229 years.

This is why, when
we were looking for a
brand ambassador for
Hashmi Ispaghol, we
could think of no one
other than the global
wellness icon Wasim
Akram to head our cam-
paign.

Together, we hope
to make lives better and
healthier in our country
and beyond!"

Electrical UPS device explosion
at home injures 12 in Khairpur

KHAIRPUR (INP): A
devastating explosion
inside a house in
Gulshan Raheem
Colony, located in  Dis-
trict Khairpur, Sindh, left
12 family members in-
jured with burn wounds.

According to
sources, the incident
occurred when an elec-
trical UPS device caught
fire, leading to a blast
that tore through the
house and injured sev-

eral members of the fam-
ily. Upon receiving infor-
mation, the Chairman of
the Municipal Commit-
tee, Gambat, along with
his team, quickly arrived
at the scene and super-
vised the emergency re-
sponse.  The injured were
immediately shifted to
GIMS Hospital, where
they were admitted to the
Burn Ward for treatment.
Among the injured are
Zareen Faheem Ahmed

Shaikh, Rozeena Shaikh,
Farhana, Sobia, Iqrar,
and children, including
7-year-old Rubab Fatima
and 6-year-old
Muhammad Shayan.

Police officials
stated that initial inves-
tigations suggest the ex-
plosion was triggered by
a fire in the household
UPS device. However, a
full investigation is still
underway to determine
the exact cause.

SRINAGAR (INP):
The Jammu and
Kashmir Democratic
Freedom Party has
urged the international
community to play its
role to help resolve
the longstanding
Kashmir dispute for
lasting peace in the
region.

According to
Kashmir Media Ser-
vice, in a statement
issued in Srinagar, the
DFP spokesman Ad-
vocate Arshad Iqbal,
said that a deeper en-
gagement on the part
of influential world
powers particularly
the US could help
pave the way for a

just and lasting resolu-
tion to the issue that
happens to be the root
cause of tensions be-
tween two nuclear
armed neighbours.

Stressing a sus-
tainable and result-ori-
ented talks involving all
stakeholders, the the
spokesman said, "In-
clusion of genuine
Kashmiri leadership in
any decision making
process is imperative to
ensure that the inter-
ests and aspirations of
the Kashmiri people
are fully represented".

He said that
Kashmiri leadership

has always supported
dialogue to find out a
just and honourable
settlement of the
Kashmiri dispute
stressing that peace
and stability in the re-
gion hinges on the
resolution of the long-
running Kashmir dis-
pute. Denouncing
India’s traditional in-
transigence, Iqbal said
it was high time that
the Indian government
must shun its jingois-
tic policies and re-
sume the long-stalled
dialogue to resolve all
issues including the
core issue of Kashmir

peacefully.
The spokesman,

while reiterating his
party's stance, empha-
sized that a resolution
of the Kashmir dispute
must prioritize the will
of Kashmiris who hap-
pen to be the main
stakeholders.

The spokesman
urged the Indian gov-
ernment to immedi-
ately release all politi-
cal prisoners, including
Shabbir Ahmed Shah,
who, along with other
Hurriyat leaders, is lan-
guishing in different
jails in and outside the
Kashmir Valley.

SRINAGAR (INP):
Highly communal and
corrupt occupation
regime led by Lieu-
tenant Governor
Manoj Sinha has
shifted dozens of
Kashmiri political pris-
oners from Indian il-
legally occupied
Jammu  and Kashmir
to different jails in In-
dia.

According to
Kashmir Media Ser-
vice, political prison-
ers mostly Hurriyat
activists have been
shifted from Kot
Bhalwal Jail, Jammu,

Poonch district jail and
Srinagar Central Jail to
Indian jails of  BJP-
ruled state Haryana
and Uttar Pradesh.

Hundreds of
Kashmiri prisoners, in-
cluding APHC leaders,
are detained in New
Delhi’s Tihar jail, Agra
Central Jail, UP’s Naini
jail, Haryana’s Rohtak
Jail, Karnal jail,
Mumbai, Bangeluru
and Rajishtan’s Central
Jail Jodhpur of India.

Meanwhile, the All
Parties Hurriyat Con-
ference spokesman,
Advocate Abdul

Rashid Minhas, in a
statement in Srinagar
denounced the BJP-
led regime in IIOJK
for shifting illegally
detained

Kashmiris from
the occupied territory
to the various Indian
jails.

He said that the
shifting Kashmiri de-
tainees to the Indian
jails hundreds and
thousands of miles
away from their
homes was the worst
display of victimiza-
tion to punish the free-
dom and peace-loving

Kashmiris for challeng-
ing political injustice,
atrocities and India’s
illegal occupation of
their homeland.

He said such anti-
Kashmir tactics of the
communal LG regime
cannot subdue the
Kashmiris’ resolve for
freedom and they will
continue their struggle
till complete success.

Most of these de-
tained youth have
been slapped with dra-
conian laws, Public
Safety Act and Unlaw-
ful Activities (Preven-
tion) Act.

PESHAWA (INP):
Parts of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa re-
ceived rainfall ac-
companied by strong
winds, turning the
weather pleasant,
ARY News reported
on Tuesday.

As per details,
parts of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa wel-
comed rain with thun-
derstorms as pre-
dicted by the Pakistan

Meteorological De-
partment.

In Peshawar and
surrounding areas,
heavy winds followed
by rainfall brought re-
lief from the heat.

In Malakand, light
rain and gusty winds
were reported, result-
ing in the tripping of
several power feeders.

Lower Dir also ex-
perienced showers,
with pleasant weather

prevailing across the
region.

Momin, Khyber,
and other areas re-
ceived rain accompa-
nied by thunder and
lightning, while Chitral
was hit by heavy
downpours after
strong winds, raising
concerns of flooding in
low-lying areas.

Read more: PMD
forecasts thunder-
storms, rain across

Pakistan starting today
According to the

Meteorological De-
partment, more thun-
derstorms, hailstorms,
and heavy rainfall are
forecasted across mul-
tiple parts of the prov-
ince in the coming
days. Citizens have
been advised to take
precautionary mea-
sures during dust
storms and strong
winds to ensure safety.

HYDERABAD: Workers of Sohni Dharti Youth Council hold a rally to celebrate
Youm-e-Takbeer, at Hyder Chowk.

UAE: Ambassador Faisal Niaz Tirmizi, Pakistan's Envoy to the UAE pre-
sents  commemorative shield to renown Pakistani Film Artist Mahir A Khan
for her outstanding contribution to Pakistani cinema and Arts .

BEIJING: Governor Balochistan Jafar Khan Mandokhel talks with Professor Teng Mengsheng and
his team during his visit to Peking University in Beijing, the capital of China.

QUETTA: A delegation led by Alauddin meeting with Acting Governor Balochistan
Captain (R) Abdul Khaliq Achakzai.
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Pakistan Meteorological Department (PMD)
 forecasts thunderstorms, rain across Pakistan

ANP Wali to drop privilege motion against Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority (PTA) chairman

ISLAMABAD (INP):  Awami
National Party (ANP) Sena-
tor Aimal Wali Khan an-
nounced to  forgive the Chair-
man of the Pakistan Telecom-
munication Authority (PTA),
marking an end to their recent
public dispute.

In his statement, ANP
Senator Aimal Wali Khan men-
tioned, “The Chairman PTA
himself came to me, now I con-
sider him as my elder brother,
and we have resolved all
grudges.”

He further added, “I will
withdraw privilege motion
against him; it was a mishap.”

While talking to the media,
Senator Aimal Wali Khan
stressed that the Pashtun na-
tion even forgives killers, dem-
onstrating its tradition of for-
giveness. This settlement

marks a wonderful turn from
earlier events. Earlier, the
Awami National Party had vo-
cally called for the quick re-
moval of the PTA Chairman,
asserting Inadequate ineffec-
tiveness and a lack of under-
standing regarding main
telecom improvements and
technical awareness.

According to an ANP
spokesperson at the time, the
PTA Chairman could not pro-
vide reasonable answers to
questions, ANP leader asked
during a parliamentary commit-
tee meeting.

The party had claimed that
the chairman showed a non-
serious attitude and seemed ill-
informed about critical issues
facing the telecom sector.

The ANP had then re-
quired that all federal depart-

ments be led by capable indi-
viduals selected strictly on
merit. However, in a welcome
development, ANP leader has
now let go of the past griev-
ances behind him and forgiven
the PTA Chairman.

This is seen as a helpful
step in building better relations
between them.

Senator Aimal Wali Khan
was unanimously elected as the
Central President of Awami
National Party while party
chief Asfandyar Wali Khan as
the Leader of the Party’s
Movement in intra-party elec-
tions.

The election was followed
by the Party’s Central Council
meeting, presided over by
Chairman Central Election
Commission Mian Iftikhar
Hussain.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  The
Pakistan Meteorological De-
partment (PMD) has forecast
strong winds, heavy rain, and
hailstorms across various parts
of the country from Tuesday
until May 31.

According to the Met Of-
fice prediction, several re-
gions—including Islamabad,
Punjab, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Azad Kashmir, and Gilgit-
Baltistan—are likely to expe-
rience widespread showers
accompanied by thunderstorms
and gusty winds.

Citizens have been advised
to take precautionary mea-
sures during dust storms and
strong winds to ensure safety.

In Sindh, upper and south-
eastern districts are also ex-

pected to receive rain with
thunder and lightning. Cities
including Sukkur,

Larkana, Jacobabad,
Shahdadkot, Thar, Mithi, and
Islamkot may witness down-
pours.

Additional areas such as
Dadu, Johi, Sehwan,
Nawabshah, Qazi Ahmed,
Hala, Matiari, Hyderabad, and
Jamshoro are also likely to re-
ceive rainfall during the fore-
cast period.

The PMD continues to
monitor weather developments
closely and has urged local ad-
ministrations to remain alert
Temperature of major cities
recorded this morning:

Islamabad twenty-four
degree centigrade, Lahore

twenty-nine, Karachi thirty,
Peshawar twenty-seven,
Quetta twenty-six, Gilgit six-
teen, Murree fifteen and
Muzaffarabad twenty degree
centigrade.

According to the weather
forecast for Indian Illegally
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir,
partly cloudy weather with
chances of rain and wind with
thunderstorm is expected in
Srinagar, Jammu, Leh,
Pulwama, Anantnag, Shopian
and Baramula.

Temperature recorded this
morning: Srinagar, Baramula
and Pulwama twelve degree
centigrade, Jammu twenty-six,
Leh three and Anantnag and
Shopian thirteen degree centi-
grade.

Pakistan condemns Modi's provocative
threats amid regional volatility

ISLAMABAD (INP):  Pakistan
has taken a strong exception to
the recent incendiary remarks
made by Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, delivered during
an election rally in Gujarat.

In a formal statement issued
on Tuesday, Foreign Office
spokesperson Shafqat Ali Khan
described Modi’s language as
deeply disturbing, laced with hate
and a call for violence, and
unbefitting of a leader of a
nuclear-armed state.

“The hate-driven invocation
of violence in his remarks is
deeply disturbing, not only for its
content but for the dangerous
precedent it sets in a region al-
ready burdened by volatility,” said
Khan.

He emphasized that the
speech resembled political theatre
more than the measured words
expected from a statesman and
warned that such rhetoric under-
mines regional stability and the
pursuit of lasting peace.

He further noted that Prime
Minister Modi’s comments repre-

sent a blatant violation of the
United Nations Charter, which
mandates the peaceful resolution
of disputes and prohibits the use
of threats or force against another
nation’s sovereignty.

Pakistan’s Foreign Office in-
terpreted the statement as a de-
liberate provocation aimed at di-
verting attention from India’s in-
ternal human rights violations
and its demographic manipula-
tion in Indian Illegally Occupied
Jammu & Kashmir.

Shafqat Al i Khan also
pointed out the hypocrisy in
India’s criticism of extremism, urg-
ing New Delhi to confront the
rise of religious intolerance,
majoritarianism, and systematic
discrimination against minorities
under the Hindutva ideology.

He reaffirmed Pakistan’s
commitment to peace based on
mutual respect and sovereign
equality. However, he made it
clear that any threat to Pakistan’s
security or territorial integrity
would be met with firm and pro-
portionate action, in line with Ar-

ticle 51 of the UN Charter.
The FO spokesperson said in

his statement, “Pakistan has taken
note of the recent remarks by the
Prime Minister of India, delivered
in Gujarat with the theatrical flour-
ish of a campaign rally rather than
the sobriety expected of the leader
of a nuclear-armed state. The hate-
driven invocation of violence in
his remarks is deeply disturbing,
not only for its content but for the
dangerous precedent it sets in a
region already burdened by vola-
tility. We regret the continued ero-
sion of maturity and decorum in
Indian statecraft.”

He further stated, “Pakistan
views these remarks as a reckless
provocation, intended to distract
from the ongoing human rights
abuses and demographic engi-
neering in Indian Illegally Occu-
pied Jammu & Kashmir.”

The statement concludes
with a call for the international
community to take serious note of
India’s escalating rhetoric and its
implications for regional and glo-
bal peace.

PVF hoping for good results in 2025
international events

China-Pakistan job fair held to empower
Pakistani youth

ISLAMABAD (INP): The first-
ever Pak-China Job Fair 2025 took
place here at the Pak-China Friend-
ship Centre to empower Pakistani
youth, Gwadar Pro reported.

Held under the theme “Bridg-
ing Skills; Building Futures,” the
event marks a transformative step
toward aligning education with
employment,  empowering
Pakistan’s youth through skill-
based opportunities, and enhanc-
ing bilateral cooperation.

“This is more than a job fair;
this is a declaration that Pakistan
is no longer a nation of untapped
potential but a nation unleashing
it,” said Wajiha Qamar, Minister
of State for Federal Education and
Professional Training, in her key-
note address.

“Our youth are not just job-
seekers; they are future-makers…
when Pakistan and China stand
together, we don’t merely coop-
erate-we transform destinies.” She
praised China’s unwavering sup-
port for Pakistan, calling it “more
than a partner-it has been family.”

Jointly organized by the
China Chamber of Commerce in
Pakistan (CCCPK) and the Na-
tional Vocational and Technical
Training Commission (NAVTTC),
the job fair has brought together

senior government officials, Chi-
nese and Pakistani business lead-
ers, educational institutions, and
hundreds of skilled graduates
from across the country.

Over 22 top Chinese compa-
nies operating in sectors such as
energy, logistics, IT, construction,
and manufacturing are participat-
ing in the fair, offering over 500
job placements, training opportu-
nities, and career advancement
programs. Wang Huihua, Chair-
man of CCCPK, highlighted the
significant role of Chinese enter-
prises in Pakistan’s industrial de-
velopment.  “Our members are not
only implementers of CPEC but
also active contributors to
Pakistan’s industrialisation and
modernization,” he said.

“We have already employed
more than 30,000 Pakistani nation-
als, and we are committed to nur-
turing more through training and
mentorship programs,” Wang
said.

Yang Guangyuan, Minister
Counselor at the Chinese Em-
bassy in Islamabad, described the
job fair as a “brand-new chapter”
in the CPEC partnership. “Since
the inauguration of CPEC in 2013,
this corridor has transformed
Pakistan’s economic landscape,”

he said. “Now, as we enter the
second phase of CPEC, which is
centered on industrial and manu-
facturing expansion, we are work-
ing together to create thousands
of new jobs for Pakistani youth.”

Yang emphasized the comple-
mentary strengths of both na-
tions: “The most valuable asset
of Pakistan is its people, especially
its youth. If we integrate both
countries’ advantages, I am con-
fident we can create a much more
magnificent future for both
peoples.”

Gulmina Bilal Ahmad, Chair-
person of NAVTTC, said, “If edu-
cation is the key, skilled training
is the master key. China’s breath-
taking progress has taught us
this; development is driven by a
skilled workforce, and we are
blessed with youth in Pakistan
who are ready to contribute.”

She credited Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif for transforming
NAVTTC’s mandate into building
a “work-ready workforce,” with a
focus not just on training, but also
on creating real job linkage.

After the opening session,
the dignitaries from both China
and Pakistan toured the job fair
where Chinese companies had set
up stalls. ISLAMABAD (INP): Pakistan

Volleyball Federation (PVF) Chair-
man Chaudhry Muhammad
Yaqoob has expressed optimism
for a promising year ahead, as
Pakistan’s junior and senior na-
tional volleyball teams are set to
participate in seven major inter-
national competitions in 2025.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence at the Pakistan Sports Com-
plex in Islamabad, Chaudhry
Yaqoob said the year’s packed
international calendar is a reflec-
tion of the sport’s growing stat-
ure and development in Pakistan.
He underscored the need for in-
creased investment and consis-
tent government support, adding,
“We are doing our best to send
our teams abroad despite limited
resources, but to truly excel, we
need stronger backing from the
authorities.”

Providing event details,

Yaqoob shared that the Pakistan
Senior Men’s Volleyball Team will
take part in two major events: the
CAVA Nations League, scheduled
from 29 May to 4 June 2025 in
Fergana, Uzbekistan, for which
the team departs on 27 May, and
the AVC Men’s Nations Cup, to
be held from 17 to 24 June 2025 in
Bahrain.

These competitions feature
top Asian teams and offer Paki-
stan a key opportunity to dem-
onstrate its progress on the con-
tinental stage.

Meanwhile, the Pakistan U16
Men’s Team is set to compete in
the CAVA U16 Men’s Volleyball
Championship from 10 to 16 June
2025 in Uzbekistan, followed by
the 2nd Asian U16 Men’s Volley-
ball Championship from 20 to 27
July 2025 in Nakhon Pathom,
Thailand.

These events are part of

PVF’s long-term youth develop-
ment strategy aimed at grooming
future talent.

The Pakistan U19 Men’s
Team will also have a busy year,
participating in the FIVB U19
World Championship, which will
take place from 24 July to 3 Au-
gust 2025 in Uzbekistan. Pakistan
qualified for this prestigious glo-
bal event after a strong perfor-
mance in the Asian Championship.
The team will also compete in the
3rd Asian Youth Games, sched-
uled for 22 to 31 October 2025 in
Bahrain, providing another vital
platform for young players to gain
experience and boost international
rankings.

Additionally, both the Senior
Men’s and Women’s Teams will
represent Pakistan at the 6th Is-
lamic Solidarity Games, to be held
from 7 to 21 November 2025 in
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

ISLAMABAD: Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on Industries and Production, Haroon Akhtar
Khan, in meeting with All Pakistan  Ceramic Tiles Manufacture Association.

TEHRAN:  Iranian Interior Minister Eskandar Momeni, seing off Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif  at Mehrabad Airport.

ISLAMABAD: Finance Minister Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb meeting with a delegation of the All
Pakistan Ceramic Tiles Manufacturers Association (APCTMA) to discuss the industry's progress,
challenges, and policy support for enhancing industrial competitiveness.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for National Food Security & Research, Rana Tanveer Hussain, in a meet-
ing with representatives of the Farmers Union to discuss agri-export strategies and food security measures.

Lashkari Raisani to Challenge Mines and
Minerals Act 2025

By Manan Mandokhail:
QUETTA: Senior Balochistan poli-
tician and former senator
Nawabzada Lashkari Raisani has
announced that he will challenge
the recently passed Mines and
Minerals Act 2025 in court, call-
ing it  unconstitutional and
against the interests of the people
of Balochistan.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence at the Quetta Press Club,
Raisani criticized the Balochistan
Assembly for passing what he
called a

“cruel and exploitative law”
that threatens the constitutional
rights of the people over their
natural resources.

“This law is part of a con-
spiracy to seize control of
Balochistan’s resources. We will
never accept it,” said Raisani. “We
will raise our voice on both legal
and political fronts.”

Criticism of Assembly
and Call for

Democratic Resistance
Raisani also questioned the

credibility of the opposition in the
Balochistan Assembly, saying:

“There is no real opposition;
everyone seems to be on the
same page.

If there is a genuine opposi-
tion, they should bring the bill
back, reject it, or resign. The
public’s emotions are being
played with.”

He urged youth, political
workers,

 and civil society to join a
peaceful, democratic struggle
against the act and protect
Balochistan’s mineral wealth from
what he termed “external control
and exploitation.”

Nationwide Appeal
for Support

Appealing to all political par-
ties, civil society groups, and
aware citizens, Raisani called for
united action: “This is not just a
legal battle; it is a fight to defend
the rights of the people of
Balochistan.” The Mines and
Minerals Act 2025, recently ap-
proved by the provincial assem-
bly, has sparked growing concern
among activists and lawmakers
who view it as a threat to local
ownership of natural resources.

Lashkari Raisani to Challenge Mines and Minerals Act 2025


