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Balochistan’s Rs250 Billion Federal
Allocation Must Drive Inclusive,

Transparent Infrastructure Development

World Environment Day 2025: Climate Change and Natural Disasters
Threaten Balochistan, Pakistan’s Largest Province

An old view of Hana Lake few years back when the lake completely dried up: Photo Muhammad Ismail

Syed Ali Shah Analysis:
QUETTA: As the global com-
munity observes World Envi-
ronment Day 2025, it’s critical
to shine a spotlight on
Balochistan, Pakistan’s largest
and most climate-vulnerable
province. Spanning nearly half
of the country’s landmass,
Balochistan faces severe cli-
mate change impacts including
heatwaves, drought, wildfires,
flash floods, water scarcity, and
environmental degradation.

With a scattered and
marginalized population living
across mountains, deserts, and
arid plains, Balochistan is on
the frontlines of global warm-
ing. The province is increas-
ingly exposed to natural disas-
ters that destroy infrastructure,
devastate agriculture, and dis-
rupt livelihoods. The situation
is exacerbated by limited ac-
cess to renewable energy, in-
efficient water management,
and a lack of climate-resilient
infrastructure.

This year’s World Envi-
ronment Day theme, “Our
Land, Our Future,” highlights
the urgency of restoring eco-
systems and adopting sustain-
able practices. In Balochistan,
this message is not just sym-
bolic — it is a call to action.
The unchecked exploitation of

forests, rising carbon emis-
sions, and depletion of natural
water sources threaten the
region’s ecological balance and
public health.

Pakistan is ranked among
the top 10 countries most vul-
nerable to climate change, and
Balochistan is its ground zero.
Yet, investment in climate ad-
aptation, disaster management,
and sustainability solutions re-
mains alarmingly low.

Call to Action:
We urge the government,

environmental agencies, and
development partners to:

Launch sustainable water
management projects to ad-
dress the escalating water cri-
sis.

Promote renewable en-
ergy solutions like solar and
wind to reduce dependency on
fossil fuels.

Strengthen disaster pre-
paredness and early warning
systems to mitigate damage
from future calamities.

Enforce strict measures
against deforestation and land
degradation, particularly in eco-
logically sensitive areas like the
Ziarat juniper forests. Raise
public awareness about cli-
mate change mitigation and
carbon footprint reduction.

Balochistan CM Rules Out Grand Operation, Emphasizes
Targeted Actions Against Terrorism

Qaseem Shah:
QUETTA – Chief Minister
Balochistan, Mir Sarfraz Bugti,
has ruled out the need for a grand
military operation in the province,
stating that targeted operations
are effectively underway to elimi-
nate terrorism and dismantle mili-
tant networks.

“There is no need for a grand
operation. Focused and intelli-
gence-based actions are already
producing results,” he said while
speaking to media on Tuesday
during the inauguration of the new
block and auditorium hall at the
Balochistan Assembly in Quetta.

In response to a question
about the recent killing of two
young men on the outskirts of
Quetta, the Chief Minister ac-
knowledged reports of extortion
by banned militant outfits. “Yes,
we are receiving reports of extor-
tion, and I assure you, those re-
sponsible for this attack will be
brought to justice,” he added.

Highlighting the improved
security environment in the prov-
ince, CM Bugti said, “No high-
ways are blocked anywhere in
Balochistan or across Pakistan.
Roads are open, and peace is be-
ing restored. The public’s confi-

He further emphasized that
youth will be a top priority in the
upcoming provincial budget, with
a focus on creating maximum em-
ployment opportunities. “We are
committed to ensuring a brighter
future for our young generation

The Chief Minister praised
the Communication and Works
Department for the timely comple-
tion of the new assembly audito-
rium and described the new build-
ing as essential, as the previous
one no longer met current needs.
He said the project is being com-
pleted with federal government
support and will provide all mod-
ern facilities to elected represen-
tatives.

Regarding financial plan-
ning, Bugti highlighted that over
90% of development funds were
utilized within the current fiscal
year, reflecting the government’s
performance and commitment.
“The next budget will be a sur-
plus one, reflecting strong finan-
cial discipline and better plan-
ning,” he added.

He reiterated that every pos-
sible measure will be taken to
strengthen the assembly and en-
sure good governance in the
province.

dence is returning — a clear sign
of stability and progress.”

and the overall development of
Balochistan,” he stated.

Senior Government Official
Kidnapped in Balochistan:

Assistant Commissioner Hanif
Noorzai Abducted Near Tump

From Our Correspondent:
TUMP (Breaking News Pakistan)
– The Assistant Commissioner of
Tump, Hanif Noorzai, was ab-
ducted early Wednesday morning
by armed militants near
Tigranabad while he was travel-
ing with his family toward Quetta.

According to credible local
sources, a group of 6 to 8 heavily
armed accused intercepted the
government vehicle, forcibly re-
moving the senior civil servant
and fleeing with him in the official
car. His wife, official gunman, and
driver were left behind at the
scene, reportedly unharmed.

The abduction of a govern-
ment official in Balochistan has
triggered immediate response
from law enforcement agencies,
with security forces launching a
full-scale search operation in and
around the Zubaida Jalal Road.
Snap-checking and intelligence-
based operations are currently
underway.

So far, no group has claimed

responsibility for the kidnapping,
and authorities are keeping mul-
tiple possibilities under investiga-
tion. The incident has raised con-
cerns among administrative offi-
cials and increased pressure on
the provincial government to
strengthen security protocols in
the Makran region.

This high-profile abduction
case is expected to draw nation-
wide attention as Pakistan faces
renewed challenges in ensuring
the safety of its public servants,
especially in remote and sensitive
districts like Tump.

Stay tuned for latest updates
on this developing story as secu-
rity operations continue in
Balochistan.

14 terrorists killed in North
Waziristan operation: ISPR

NEWS DESK: Fourteen terrorists
belonging to Fitna-al-Khawarij
were killed in an operation by se-
curity forces in North Waziristan
district’s Datta Khel in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, the military’s me-
dia wing said on Wednesday.

Despite heightened military
tensions between Pakistan and
India last month, militant groups
were unable to significantly esca-
late their activities in the country,
according to data released by an
Islamabad-based independent
think tank. The monthly security
assessment issued by the Paki-
stan Institute for Conflict and Se-
curity Studies (PICSS) recorded
85 militant attacks in May as com-
pared to 81 in April, resulting in

113 fatalities. These included 52
security forces personnel, 46 ci-
vilians, 11 militants, and four
peace committee members.

“On June 2-3 2025, an intelli-
gence-based operation was con-
ducted by the Security Forces in
the general area Datta Khel, North
Waziristan District, on the re-
ported presence of khwarij be-
longing to Indian proxy, Fitna-al-
Khawarij,” the Inter-Services Pub-
lic Relations (ISPR) said.

The statement added that
during the conduct of operation,
the troops effectively engaged the
terrorists’ location and “after an
intense exchange of fire, fourteen
Indian sponsored khwarij were
sent to hell.”

PM Shehbaz invites opposition leader to
consult on new chief election commissioner

NEWS DESK: Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif has invited the
opposition leader for consulta-
tions on appointing the next chief
election commissioner (CEC),
months after the incumbent’s term
expired in January, it emerged on
Wednesday.

The constitutional deadline
for the appointment of a new chief
election commis-sioner and two
members of the Election
Com-mission of Pakistan (ECP)
exp-ired on March 12, with no ac-
tion from the government.

sition in the National Assembly
Omar Ayub — seen by Dawn.com
— the prime minister noted that
the term of the incumbent CEC,
Sikandar Sultan Raja, expired on
January 27 this year,

 adding that he was holding
office in accordance with the sec-
ond proviso to clause 1 of Article
215 of the Constitution (term of
office of the Commissioner [and
members]).

“In term of clause (2A) of
Article 213 and sub-clause (b) of
clause (2) of Article 218 of the

The 26th Amendment al-
lowed the CEC and the members
to continue till their successors
come in. As per Article 215(4) of
the Constitution, the appointment
of the CEC and members must be
completed within 45 days.

In a letter dated May 16 and
addressed to Leader of the Oppo-

Constitution of Islamic Republic
of Pakistan, 1973, three names
each for the appointment of Chief
Election Commissioner and two
Members (i.e. for Sindh and
Balochistan) are to be forwarded
to the Parliamentary Committee for
hearing and confirmation of any
one person against each posi-

tion,” the letter read.
“In view of the aforesaid, you

are invited for a meeting for con-
sultation, in terms of clause (2A)
of Article 213 of the Constitution
of Islamic Republic of Pakistan,
1973, in order to finalize three
names each for appointment of
Chief Election Commissioner and
Members from Sindh and
Balochistan.”

No exact date for a meeting
was given, nor were any names
released about prospective CECs.

Separately, a hearing on the
disqualification reference against
Ayub was adjourned until July 1
as he was obligated to attend the
upcoming federal budget session
in parliament.

Last week, National Assem-
bly Speaker Sardar Sadiq for-
warded a reference seeking
Ayub’s disqualification to the
ECP.

The reference is based on an
application filed by former MNA
Babar Nawaz, who lost to Ayub in
the 2024 general election in NA-
18 (Haripur) by a margin of 82,000
votes. A five-member committee
chaired by the CEC presided over
the hearing, with Ayub stating that
he had yet to appoint counsel.

“The budget session will start
soon and I am a member of the
Finance Committee. The budget
meeting will be held for two
weeks,” he said, requesting time
to attend the budget session and
appoint a leader.

3 cops injured as
tanker driver

attempts to kidnap
traffic officer in

Karachi’s
Manghopir: police

NEWS DESK: A tanker driver at-
tempted to kidnap a traffic police
officer in Karachi’s Manghopir,
resulting in a clash which injured
three cops, police said in a state-
ment on Wednesday.

According to District West
Police spokesperson Nabeel
Ahmed Rajput, “A tanker driver
attempted to kidnap a traffic offi-
cial near the Malik Chandio
Chowk area of ??Manghopir Po-
lice Station.

“Instead of stopping at the
checkpoint, the tanker driver tried
to kidnap the traffic policeman,”
he said, adding that the noise
prompted a nearby police mobile
to chase the tanker to stop it.

The statement also said, “An
angry group of people, accompa-
nying the driver, launched an at-
tack, injuring three police officers
by assaulting them with sticks and
stones.” The injured have been
shifted to the hospital for immedi-
ate medical attention, the spokes-
person said. He added that the
police were present at the scene
and the situation was under con-
trol. The city has lately witnessed
a rise in traffic accidents, espe-
cially involving heavy vehicles,
including dumpers and water tank-
ers, which killed nearly 500 people
and injured 4,879 in 2024, accord-
ing to hospital data.

Balochistan is Pakistan’s lifeline,
few terrorists cannot destabilize

country: Atta Tarar

Khushal Kakar Leads in NA-251 Recount
as per Unofficial Results;

JUI Expresses Serious Reservations
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Millions in Balochistan to Gain Flood Protection, Housing, and
Essential Services Through Major Resilience Drive

Syed Ali Shah:

H istoric Recovery

Effort in Balochistan
Balochistan is set

to witness a major
transformation as mil-
lions of residents
across 32 flood-af-
fected districts benefit
from new flood protec-
tion measures, housing
reconstruction, and the
restoration of essential
services. Over 2.7 mil-
lion people are ex-
pected to directly ben-
efit from the initiative,
with 1.8 million gaining
protection against fu-
ture floods and more
than 105,000 homes
being rebuilt for dis-
placed families.

The region, which
suffered devastating
losses during the 2022

floods, is now being
equipped with stronger,
climate-resilient infra-
structure designed to
withstand future disas-
ters.  Beyond rebuild-
ing homes and infra-
structure, the initiative
is restoring hope—se-
curing clean water,
healthcare, education,
and sustainable liveli-
hoods for communities
that were pushed into
extreme vulnerability.

Local officials
stress that the real suc-
cess will not be mea-
sured by the number
of projects completed,
but by the resilience of
families who will be
able to rebuild their
lives with dignity, secu-
rity, and opportunity.
“This is about making

sure that the people of
Balochistan never
again have to endure
the same level of dev-
astation,” a senior gov-
ernment representa-
tive said.

Building
Resilience, Not
Just Rebuilding

Rather than sim-
ply repairing what was
lost, the Integrated
Flood Resilience and
Adaptation Project
(IFRAP) focuses on
making Balochistan
stronger against future
climate shocks. Key
elements of the project
include constructing
resilient housing, build-
ing embankments and
flood channels, restor-
ing health and educa-

tion services, and sup-
porting farmers and
small businesses to re-
vive local economies.

Every project is
guided by community
input, ensuring that lo-
cal needs shape the
recovery.

By prioritizing
marginalized groups,
especially women and
vulnerable popula-
tions, IFRAP aims to
create an inclusive and
sustainable recovery.
A Lifeline for

Millions
In addition to

physical reconstruc-
tion, the project is im-
proving early warning
systems, providing bet-
ter water management
solutions, and investing

in skills development
programs so commu-
nities can respond
faster and better to
future disasters. Over
100,000 sub-projects
are being initiated to
address the diverse
needs of the flood-af-
fected population.

The ultimate goal
is to break the cycle of
destruction and vul-
nerability. Through
smart investments to-
day, Balochistan is
building a safer, more
prosperous tomorrow
for its people.

Officials empha-
size that the road to full
recovery will take time,
but the determination
to protect lives, liveli-
hoods, and dignity has
never been stronger.

Heatwave Threatens Lives and Crops in Balochistan
By Ghalib Nehad:

As temperatures

soar across Pakistan,
several districts of
Balochistan are brac-
ing for an intense
heatwave.

According to the
Balochistan Meteoro-
logical Department,
Sibi is expected to
record temperatures
as high as 47°C in the
coming days. Turbat
may reach 46°C,
Lasbela 44°C,
Nokundi 43°C,
Dalbandin 41°C, and
Quetta could experi-
ence highs of up to

35°C.
The Met Office

has issued heatwave
alerts for Sibi, Kachhi,
Sohbatpur, Lehri,
Naseerabad, Jhal
Magsi, Turbat,
Lasbela, Washuk,
Kharan, and Chaghi,
warning of dry and
extreme weather con-
ditions.

The heat is not
only endangering hu-
man health but also
threatening agricul-
tural productivity.
Khalid Hussain Bhat,
Chairman of the Farm-
ers’ Union, empha-

sized that extreme heat
severely impacts seed
survival and crop
growth.

He noted that
wheat yields, which
traditionally ranged
from 50-60 maunds
per acre, have dropped
significantly to 20-25
maunds due to milder
winters and erratic cli-
mate patterns.

Bhat also high-
lighted the critical situ-
ation in canal-fed farm-
ing areas where de-
clining water availabil-
ity has exacerbated the
risks. He urged the

government to intro-
duce heat-resistant
crop varieties to pre-
vent billions in agricul-
tural losses and poten-
tial food shortages.

Meanwhile, Dr.
Mahmood Ahmed
warned that rising tem-
peratures could lead to
an increase in heat-re-
lated illnesses. He ad-
vised citizens to stay
hydrated, avoid sun
exposure between 11
a.m. and 4 p.m., and
wear light-colored,
loose-fitting clothing.
Reducing meat con-
sumption and eating

more fruits and veg-
etables can also help
mitigate heat-related
risks.

Dr. Ahmed
stressed the impor-
tance of early action to
prevent heatstroke,
outlining symptoms
such as excessive
sweating, fatigue, diz-
ziness, nausea, rapid
heartbeat, and in se-
vere cases, uncon-
sciousness.

He urged both
public awareness and
government support to
manage the growing
threat effectively.

Quetta’s Traffic Chaos: Urgent Reforms Needed
to Fix the Crisis

Anjeela Kaynat:

Quetta, once a city

known for its peaceful
ambiance, now faces an
escalating traffic crisis.
Every day, thousands of
commuters endure
hours of gridlock, navi-
gating congested roads,
reckless drivers, and de-
teriorating infrastruc-
ture. From rickshaws and
motorcycles to private
cars, the overwhelming
number of vehicles
clogs major roads, while
encroachments and ille-
gal parking worsen the
situation.

The city’s transport
system is on the brink of
collapse, demanding im-
mediate intervention
from both authorities
and residents. This ar-
ticle explores the root
causes of Quetta’s traf-
fic woes, identifies the
most affected areas, and
outlines urgent solu-
tions to restore order to
the roads.

The Strain on
Quetta’s Road Infra-
structure

Quetta’s road net-
work, originally de-
signed during the colo-
nial era, was never in-
tended to accommodate
the city’s rapid popula-
tion growth and rising
number of vehicles. Al-
though the city was re-
built after the 1935 earth-
quake, its road capacity
has remained largely un-
changed, struggling to
support over 1.2 million
residents and the thou-
sands of vehicles added
each year.

Key roads such as
Jinnah Road, Sariab
Road, Liaquat Bazaar,
Masjid Road, and
Zarghoon Road have
become perpetual
bottlenecks, choked by
illegal encroachments,
unregulated parking,
and an ever-increasing
number of vehicles.
Without a structured ur-
ban transport model,
these roads remain
gridlocked, affecting
daily life and economic
activity.

Major Traffic Chal-
lenges in Quetta

Severe Congestion on
Key Roads

Traffic congestion

is worst in commercial
hubs such as Liaquat
Bazaar, Masjid Road,
Jinnah Road, and
Zarghoon Road, where
vehicles move at a
snail’s pace during peak
hours.

With no alternative
routes or bypasses, all
traffic is funneled
through these roads,
causing massive delays.
Key intersections, in-
cluding Balochistan Uni-
versity Chowk,

Meezan Chowk, and
Prince Road, frequently
experience severe traffic
jams.

The Surge of
Non-Custom Paid
(NCP) and Unreg-

istered Vehicles
The unchecked in-

flux of non-custom paid
(NCP) and unregistered
vehicles has com-
pounded the traffic cri-
sis.

A 2010 report esti-
mated over 50,000 NCP
vehicles on
Balochistan’s roads,
causing an annual rev-
enue loss of Rs 15 billion
to the national exche-
quer.

By 2024, this num-
ber has surged to nearly
80,000, with a significant
concentration in Quetta
(Excise and Taxation De-
partment, 2024).

Despite periodic
crackdowns, including
the 2023 seizure of 115
NCP vehicles worth Rs
982 million (ARY News,
2023),

enforcement efforts
have failed to stem the
tide. Quetta’s traffic po-
lice estimate that 40% of
vehicles in the city are
either unregistered or
NCP (Think Transporta-
tion, 2023), worsening
congestion and lawless-
ness on the roads.

Lack of a
Proper Public

Transport
System

Unlike other major
cities in Pakistan, Quetta
lacks an organized pub-
lic transport system.
With no buses or mass
transit options, resi-
dents rely on rickshaws,

motorcycles, and private
cars, further clogging the
roads. Over 50,000 rick-
shaws operate within the
city, creating congestion
in already packed areas
like Masjid Road and
Liaquat Bazaar (Traffic
Survey: Quetta Smart
and Safe City, 2023).

Although the gov-
ernment has revisited the
Quetta Mass Transit
Train project,

financial constraints
have delayed its execu-
tion, leaving residents
without an efficient alter-
native to private trans-
port.

Encroachments
and Illegal

Parking Worsen
Congestion
Unauthorized stalls

and illegal parking oc-
cupy nearly 30% of road
space in busy commer-
cial zones such as Prince
Road and Jinnah Road
(Think Transportation,
2023). Street vendors set
up shop on sidewalks,
forcing pedestrians onto
the roads, while shop-
keepers extend their busi-
nesses onto public
spaces, further restrict-
ing traffic flow.

Deteriorating
Road Conditions

Over 60% of
Quetta’s roads are in dis-
repair, riddled with pot-
holes, cracks, and poor
drainage systems
(INRIX, 2024). Roads
such as Joint Road,
Sariab Road,

Sabzal Road, and
Nawa Killi are among the
worst affected. During
rainfall, flooding exacer-
bates the problem, mak-
ing navigation nearly im-
possible.

A tragic reminder of
Balochistan’s road infra-
structure crisis occurred
in 2024, when a bus
plunged into a ravine in
Washuk district due to
poor road conditions.
Despite promises of road
improvements, delays in
infrastructure projects
continue to endanger
commuters.

Weak Traffic
Management and

Enforcement

A lack of proper
traffic regulation has led
to frequent violations,
reckless driving, and ris-
ing accidents.

With an inadequate
number of traffic police
officers on the roads,
many drivers ignore ba-
sic rules—running red
lights, driving on the
wrong side, and engag-
ing in dangerous ma-
neuvers.

Although the
Balochistan government
announced plans to
build flyovers and un-
derpasses in 2024 to
ease congestion, finan-
cial setbacks have
stalled these projects
(Balochistan Express,
2024).

Practical
 Solutions to
Fix Quetta’s
Traffic Woes

To address Quetta’s
worsening traffic crisis,
a multi-faceted approach
is needed, combining
road expansion, better
enforcement, and public
transport development.
Here are some key solu-
tions:

1. Road
Expansion and
Maintenance

• Widen key roads
such as Masjid Road,
Jinnah Road, and
Zarghoon Road to ac-
commodate growing traf-
fic.

• Improve drainage
systems to prevent road
damage and flooding.

2. Regulating Non-
Custom Paid Vehicles

• Enforce stricter
measures to curb the in-
flux of NCP vehicles.

• Introduce policies
to register or phase out
unregistered vehicles.

3. Establishing a
Public Transport System

• Launch a city bus
service to provide an af-
fordable alternative to
private cars.

• Develop dedi-
cated bus lanes to im-
prove efficiency and re-
duce congestion.

4. Regulating Rick-
shaws and Motorcycles

• Implement route-
based restrictions for
rickshaws to prevent

congestion in commer-
cial hubs.

• Create designated
parking areas for rick-
shaws and motorcycles.

5.  Strengthening
Traffic Law Enforcement

• Deploy more traf-
fic police officers to en-
sure compliance with
traffic rules.

• Impose heavier
fines and penalties on
reckless drivers.

6. Removing En-
croachments and Illegal
Parking

• Conduct regular
operations to clear roads
of unauthorized stalls
and illegally parked ve-
hicles.

• Establish alterna-
tive vending zones to
prevent the return of
street vendors.

7. Traffic Awareness
and Public Education

• Launch awareness
campaigns to educate
citizens on traffic rules
and road safety.

• Integrate basic traf-
fic education into school
curriculums to instill dis-
cipline in future genera-
tions.

Call to Action:
A Collective

Responsibility
Every day, Quetta’s

residents face the frus-
tration of endless traffic
jams, reckless drivers,
and poorly managed
roads.

Yet, the problem
persists—not just be-
cause of weak gover-
nance,

 but because of col-
lective negligence.

Authorit ies must
act swiftly to expand
roads, enforce traffic
laws, and implement
public transport reforms.
Citizens, too, have a role
to play—by obeying traf-
fic rules,  avoiding ille-
gal parking, and discour-
aging encroachments.
Without a united effort,
Quetta’s traffic woes will
only worsen,

jeopardizing the
city’s economy, safety,
and quality of life.

Quetta stands at a
turning point. The time
to act is now—before
the crisis spirals beyond
control.

Hayat Khan Achakzai:
Strengthening PPP’s

Presence in Balochistan
By Bashir Nichari:

The Pakistan

Peoples Party (PPP)
continues to champion
democracy and public
rights, with Hayat
Khan Achakzai
emerging as a key
leader in
Balochistan. His re-
lentless commitment
and strategic efforts
are solidifying the
party’s influence in the
province.

Commitment to
Public Service
Since the begin-

ning of his political ca-
reer,

Achakzai has pri-
oritized addressing the
pressing issues of
Balochistan.

His steadfast sup-

port for the PPP and
its mission has rein-
forced the party’s
grassroots connec-
tions.
Amplifying PPP’s

Message Through
Media

In a region where
political narratives of-
ten go unheard,
Achakzai has played a
crucial role in lever-
aging media to extend
PPP’s reach.

As a media coor-
dinator, he has en-
sured that the party’s
ideology resonates
with the public, further
strengthening its posi-
tion.
A Leader Shaping

the Future
Looking ahead,

Achakzai is actively
working to enhance
the party’s appeal, par-
ticularly among the
youth.

 His leadership is
driving PPP towards a
more organized and
dynamic political pres-
ence in Balochistan.

A Key Pillar for
PPP’s Growth
Hayat Khan

Achakzai’s continued
dedication and strate-
gic vision are instru-
mental in fortifying
PPP’s standing in
Balochistan. His lead-
ership ensures that the
party remains a formi-
dable force advocating
for democracy and
public rights in the
province.

Addressing Poverty and Inequality:
A Call for Sincere Leadership

and Perpetual Reforms
By Amjad Rashid:

Poverty and inequality,

much like man-made di-
sasters, afflict societies
worldwide, including Pa-
kistan. These are not
natural phenomena but
rather systemic issues
rooted in human actions
and policies. To eradi-
cate this disease, na-
tional governments must
craft comprehensive
strategies aimed at safe-
guarding future genera-
tions from its scourge.

In Pakistan, the
onus lies heavily on our
political elite, spanning
all parties, to recognize
the gravity of the situa-
tion and redirect their ef-
forts towards combating
this man-made affliction.
Without a collective
awakening and a shift in
approach, the cure will
remain elusive. More-
over, at the international
level, institutions such
as the IMF, World Bank,
and the UN must priori-
tize social and cultural
rights over neoliberal
agendas, especially as
the global order under-
goes significant decay.

The challenges of
poverty alleviation, mal-
nutri tion, stunted
growth, inadequate sani-
tation, and unemploy-

ment are pervasive
across South Asia and
Africa. Collaborative ef-
forts between these re-
gions,

bolstered by part-
nerships with nations
like China, hold promise
in addressing these is-
sues. However, reliance
on the failing neoliberal
order is futile; instead, a
paradigm shift towards
sustainable solutions is
imperative.

In Pakistan, the es-
tablishment of robust
local governance struc-
tures with financial de-
centralization is para-
mount. Political elites
possess a window of
opportunity to empower
local bodies and enact
pro-poor policies. The
Chinese model serves as
a beacon of inspiration,
demonstrating the effi-
cacy of such strategies
when implemented ef-
fectively.

Regional connec-
tivity, underpinned by a
long-term vision,
emerges as a viable so-
lution.

It  necessitates
moving beyond the ro-
manticized notions of
democracy and social-
ism towards pragmatic
approaches that address

our unique challenges.
Special economic

zones, coupled with ini-
tiatives for youth devel-
opment and the expan-
sion of remittances, offer
short-term relief while
perpetuating reforms to
broaden the tax base and
reduce dependency on
electoral politics.

South Asia, in par-
ticular, requires a con-
certed effort towards re-
gional connectivity, re-
source exploration, har-
nessing youth potential,
and fostering transpar-
ent governance free from
corruption. The path for-
ward does not demand
extraordinary intellect
but rather sincere leader-
ship committed to imple-
menting existing solu-
tions.

The concept of Ba-
sic Democracy warrants
reevaluation, with a fo-
cus on strengthening lo-
cal bodies to eradicate
poverty and pursue en-
during prosperity
through perpetual re-
forms.

It is incumbent upon
all stakeholders respon-
sible for the nation’s de-
velopment to prioritize
this agenda and steer
Pakistan towards a
brighter future.

Balochistan’s Rs250 Billion Federal
Allocation Must Drive Inclusive,

Transparent Infrastructure Development
Editorial:

The federal government’s allocation of Rs250 billion for Balochistan in the
upcoming Public Sector Development Programme (PSDP) is a significant step
that, if properly implemented, can transform the province’s economic future.
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s announcement at the Balochistan Grand Tribal
Jirga in Quetta reflects a welcome shift toward prioritizing infrastructure in-
vestment, socio-economic development, and regional connectivity in a prov-
ince often overlooked.

However, we emphasize that this federal funding must be utilized for high-
impact, long-term infrastructure projects — not short-term political schemes
or small-scale, non-transparent initiatives. Balochistan requires mega projects
that foster job creation, enhance public health systems, modernize education
infrastructure, and develop transportation networks to uplift the Human De-
velopment Index (HDI) of the province.

For maximum return on investment and to ensure value for taxpayer money,
funds must be directed toward projects like the dualization of the Quetta-
Karachi Highway, smart road infrastructure, clean drinking water systems,
renewable energy integration, and digital education access. These projects
not only promote regional growth but also boost national economic indicators
and reduce rural-urban disparities.

From a public finance and fiscal policy standpoint, transparency and
accountability mechanisms must be enforced. We urge the government to
establish an independent monitoring authority to ensure that every rupee is
spent efficiently. Government transparency, financial accountability, and pub-
lic-private partnerships should guide the implementation process to avoid
corruption and misuse of development funds.

This is not just an economic opportunity; it is a national security impera-
tive. Without addressing the root causes of underdevelopment — poverty,
unemployment, and lack of education — extremism, insurgency, and foreign-
sponsored sabotage will continue to find fertile ground. National security,
economic resilience, and social cohesion are directly tied to how well we in-
vest in the country’s largest and most resource-rich province.

As a platform committed to investigative journalism, public interest re-
porting, and development policy, we insist that there be no individual projects,
no ghost schemes, and no politically motivated allocations. Only inclusive
economic development, guided by data-driven planning and evidence-based
policy, can deliver the sustainable growth Balochistan needs.

This is a defining moment. The Rs250 billion fund should not be another
missed opportunity. It must become the foundation for a new era of economic
empowerment, smart city development, and infrastructure modernization in
Balochistan. This will not only enhance the province’s GDP contribution, but
also attract foreign direct investment (FDI), boost e-commerce logistics, and
reduce the digital and physical divide that isolates communities.

We call on the federal and provincial governments to act decisively, inclu-
sively, and transparently. This is about nation-building, not narrow interests.
The people of Balochistan deserve no less.
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Pakistan effectively presented its
stance at United Nations

930 children martyred, 107,982 orphaned
since Jan 1989 in IIOJK

Modi has adopted Israeli-style policies
in IIOJK: Bilawal

NEW YORK (INP):
Pakistan effectively
presented its stance at
the United Nations,
says Foreign Office.

According to a
statement issued by
the Foreign Office
spokesperson, a high-
level parliamentary
delegation, led by Pa-
kistan Peoples Party
Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto-Zardari, com-
pleted a two-day visit
to the United Nations
headquarters in New
York.

During the visit,
the delegation met the
UN Secretary-Gen-
eral, the presidents of
the General Assembly
and Security Council,
representatives of
both permanent and
non-permanent mem-
bers of the Security
Council, ambassadors
of the OIC group,
media representa-

tives, civil society
members, think tanks,
and the Pakistani com-
munity.

According to the
Foreign Office, this
visit was part of
Pakistan’s international
diplomatic campaign
aimed at presenting
perspective regarding
escalating regional ten-
sions and threats to in-
ternational peace and
security.

The spokesperson
stated that the root
causes of threats to
global peace and secu-
rity lie in India’s irre-
sponsible behaviour,
unprovoked aggression
against Pakistan, pro-
vocative statements,
and unilateral suspen-
sion of the Indus Wa-
ters Treaty - an agree-
ment considered vital
to the lives of over 240
million Pakistanis.

The delegation

conveyed Pakistan’s
core message of
“Peace with Respon-
sibility.”

The Foreign Of-
fice further said Paki-
stan rejected India’s
terrorism allegations.
The diplomatic del-
egation presented evi-
dence of India-spon-
sored terrorism to the
international commu-
nity.

They also de-
clared India’s unilat-
eral stance on the
Indus Waters Treaty
as unacceptable, and
Pakistan urged the glo-
bal community to en-
sure adherence to in-
ternational agree-
ments.

The delegation
reiterated that sustain-
able peace in South
Asia depends on a
just and peaceful reso-
lution of the Jammu
and Kashmir dispute

in accordance with
United Nations Secu-
rity Council resolutions
and the aspirations of
the Kashmiri people.

The Pakistani mis-
sion emphasised that
India’s so-called “new
normal” was a threat
to regional peace.

The resolution of
the Kashmir issue is
the only guarantee of
peace in South Asia.
Pakistan is not negli-
gent in its defence; it
desires peace but will
not compromise on
sover e ignty.

The parliamentary
delegation also in-
cluded Dr Musadik
Malik, Senator Sherry
Rehman, Hina
Rabbani Khar, Engi-
neer Khurram Dastgir
Khan, Senator Syed
Faisal Ali Subzwari,
Senator Bushra Anjum
Butt, Jalil Abbas Jilani,
and Tehmina Janjua.

SRINAGAR (INP): In-
dian forces’ personnel
have martyred 930 chil-
dren in their unabated
acts of state terrorism
over the past 37 years in
Indian illegally occupied
Jammu and Kashmir.

A report released by
the Research Section of
Kashmir Media Service
on the occasion of the
International Day of In-
nocent Children Victims
of Aggression revealed
that 930 children were
among 96,449 Kashmiris
martyred by Indian
forces’ personnel from

January, 1989, till date.
The only meaning-

ful way to mark  the day
is to protect Kashmiri
children from political in-
justice, occupation and
state violence.

The report stated
that the killing of civilians
by Indian forces’ person-
nel rendered 107,982 chil-
dren orphaned in the in-
ternationally-recognized
disputed territory during
the period.

The report further
said that thousands of
people, including school
boys and girls, were also

injured by  the use of
brute forces, pellets,
bullets, and teargas
shells fired by Indian
troops and paramilitary
forces. Hundreds of per-
sons, including teenag-
ers, have lost eyesight
in one or both eyes due
to the firing of pellet,
PAVA and teargas shells
since 2010 in the territory.

The report said In-
dian military and police
violence under black
laws has left deep, life-
long scars on the men-
tal & physical health of
Kashmiri children. The

children in IIOJK grow up
watching atrocities,
house raids, cordon and
search operations and
detentions of their loved
ones.  The report added
that hundreds of boys
and girls aged below 19
have been martyred dur-
ing cordon and search
operations and fake en-
counters and custody,
while a large number of
boys including students
under the age of 19 are
facing illegal detentions
under black laws in dif-
ferent jails of IIOJK and
India.

Morocco offers 10 fully-funded scholarships
to Pakistani students

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Kingdom of Mo-
rocco has offered 10
fully funded scholar-
ships to Pakistani stu-
dents for admission into
Moroccan Public Insti-
tutions of Higher, Tech-
nical, and Professional
Education for the aca-
demic year 2025-26.

According to an
announcement by the
Higher Education Com-
mission (HEC) of Paki-
stan, these scholarships
are open to Pakistani
and AJK nationals in
fields such as Medical
Studies,

Engineering, Man-
agement Sciences, Vet-
erinary Sciences, and
Architecture. Students
can apply for under-
graduate, master’s, or
PhD programs,

subject to eligibility
criteria including aca-
demic qualifications and
age limits.

The deadline to

register online is Thurs-
day, 12 June 2025 at 4:00
PM Pakistan Standard
Time.

Applicants must be

Pakistani or AJK nation-
als and should not hold
dual nationality. Candi-
dates applying for un-
dergraduate programs

must have completed a
minimum of 12 years of
education (FSc or A-
level) and be no older
than 23 years.

'Punjab govt taking sustained measures to
rehabilitate children affected by aggression'

International child exploitation gang
dismantled in Muzaffargarh

LAHORE, June 04 (INP):
Child Protection and
Welfare Bureau (CPWB)
Chairperson and MPA
Sara Ahmad has said
that the Punjab govern-
ment, under the leader-
ship of Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz, is tak-
ing concrete and sus-
tained measures to en-
sure the safety, rehabili-
tation, and well-being of
children affected by ag-
gression and mistreat-
ment.

In her message on
International Day of In-

nocent Children Victims
of Aggression, she said
the government is com-
mitted to protecting vul-
nerable children from all
forms of violence. She
said that this day is ob-
served globally to ex-
press solidarity with chil-
dren who have suffered
from physical, mental, or
emotional abuse.

She emphasized that
meaningful and sus-
tained measures are be-
ing implemented to en-
sure the safety, protec-
tion, and rehabilitation of

children affected by ag-
gression and exploita-
tion. “Children are our
most precious asset and
the foundation of our
future. Ensuring their
protection is our collec-
tive and foremost re-
sponsibil ity,” she
added.

The CPWB Chair-
person said that all pos-
sible measures are being
implemented to shield
children from physical
and psychological
abuse. The Child Protec-
tion Bureau remains fully

active in its mission to
rescue, protect, and reha-
bilitate children who are
victims of violence, ex-
ploitation, or neglect.

Sara Ahmad urged
citizens to remain vigilant
and to report any inci-
dents of abuse or exploi-
tation involving children
by calling the Child
Helpline at 1121. “It is our
moral and social duty to
protect every child from
harm and ensure a safe,
nurturing environment
for their growth and well-
being,” she remarked.

UNITED NATIONS
(INP): The PPP Chair-
man, Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari, has said that
Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has
adopted Israeli-style
policies in occupied
Jammu and Kashmir and
is undermining regional
peace. Bilawal in a
strongly worded press
conference at the United
Nations, said,
“Narendra Modi is es-
sentially a ‘Temu copy’
of the Israeli Prime Min-
ister,” Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari said, drawing
parallels between
India’s actions in Kash-

mir and Israel’s settler
model in Palestine.

“Narendra Modi
was the Butcher of
Gujarat, then of Kashmir,
and now he seeks to
trample the ancient Sindh
civilization.”

He criticised New
Delhi’s unilateral
changes in Kashmir, say-
ing they were inspired by
Israel’s occupation tac-
tics. “India is unfortu-
nately learning from the
worst examples,” he
added. Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari asserted that co-
operation between intel-
ligence agencies of both
countries could yield sig-

nificant results in reduc-
ing terrorism.

He also reminded
the international com-
munity of India’s past
admission. “During the
Sharm el-Sheikh summit,
the Indian government
acknowledged its in-
volvement in terrorist
activities in Pakistan.”
Referring to Indian spy
Kulbhushan Jadhav,
Bilawal confirmed, “He
has been in our custody
since 2017.”

The PPP chairman
maintained that Pakistan
had fulfilled its respon-
sibilities by taking deci-
sive action against all

militant groups, but India
had failed to respond
meaningfully to
Pakistan’s concerns.

“To this day, India
has not taken any seri-
ous step to address our
reservations regarding
cross-border terrorism.”

He emphasized
Pakistan’s willingness to
engage in dialogue. “We
are ready to discuss all
issues. All our cards are
on the table,” he said.

“It is India that con-
tinues to evade interna-
tional obligations. Today,
only one country is run-
ning from the UN Char-
ter—and that’s India.”

MUZAFFARGARH
(INP): The National
Cyber Crimes Investiga-
tion Agency (NCCIA)
has dismantled an inter-
national child exploita-
tion ring operating as a
gaming and sporting
club in Muzaffargarh
district of Punjab, offi-
cials said.

In a press confer-

ence in Islamabad, Min-
ister of State for Interior,

Talal Chaudhry,
stated that the NCCIA
had arrested two sus-
pects, identified as Junaid
and Irfan, in connection
with the case.

Efforts are underway
to apprehend the ring-
leader, a German national.

The gang had set up

a gaming club equipped
with state-of-the-art fa-
cilities,

including high-defi-
nition surveillance cam-
eras operating around
the clock.

The club specifi-
cally targeted children
between the ages of 6
and 10 from poor fami-
lies, Talal Chaudhry

noted.
At least 50 children

were victims of exploita-
tion by the gang, with 10
of them recovered from
the club during the op-
eration, he said.

Talal Chaudhry said
that children were enticed
with games, physical
training, and small mon-
etary incentives.

PESHAWAR: Activists of Pakistan Islamic Medical Association  holds protest against
Israel Government outside Peshawar Press Club (PPC).

ISLAMABAD:  Minister for Parliamentary Affairs Dr. Tariq Fazal Chaudhry,  attending  Islamabad
Guest House Association ceremony. Islamabad Guest House Association members Zahoor Ahemd,
Altaf Hussain Shah and other also present.

QUETTA: Provincial Ministers Sardar Abdul Rehman Khetran, Asghar Khan Taree and Member of
Provincial Assembly Mir Ali Madad Jatak are discussing during the meeting.

Balochistan is Pakistan’s lifeline, few terrorists
cannot destabilize country: Atta Tarar

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): Federal Minis-
ter for Information
and Broadcasting
Attaullah Tarar said
that Balochistan is
Pakistan’s lifeline and
a few terrorists can-
not destabilize the
country.

He asserted that
Indian proxies operat-
ing in the region would
be defeated, just as
India faced defeat in
recent conflicts.

Addressing a
press conference in
Islamabad, Tarar re-
vealed that
Balochistan had faced
32 attacks during Op-
eration Bunyan un
Marsoos, yet the Pa-
kistani forces have re-
mained resilient.
"Peace will return to
Balochistan," he
stated, emphasizing
the nation's resolve

against foreign-spon-
sored terrorism.

Tarar accused In-
dia of using terrorism
as a tool of foreign
policy, citing the killing
of a Sikh leader in
Canada as an ex-
ample. He further al-
leged that Indian intel-
ligence operatives are
behind unrest in
Balochistan, referenc-
ing Kulbhushan
Jadhav—a serving In-
dian Navy officer
caught in Pakistan—
who posed as a busi-
nessman while facili-
tating acts of terrorism.

He criticised In-
dian leaders, including
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, for fre-
quently mentioning
Balochistan in their
speeches, suggesting it
reflects their strategic
interest in fueling insta-
bility in the province.

"Our forces are effec-
tively countering this
Indian- sp onsor ed
chaos, referred to as
Fitna-e-Hindustan,"
Tarar said.

The minister also
highlighted the role of
Indian media in
spreading misinforma-
tion and glorifying ter-
rorism. He pointed out
that footage of the re-
cent Jaffar Express
attack surfaced on In-
dian media before Pa-
kistani authorities had
access, raising suspi-
cions about India's in-
volvement.

More to read: Se-
curity forces kill 14 In-
dia-sponsored terror-
ists in North
Waziristan IBO

“They celebrated
the attack,” he
claimed, accusing In-
dian outlets of pro-
moting fake news and

giving excessive cov-
erage to separatist el-
ements.

Tarar condemned
the glorification of ter-
rorists like Noor Wali
on social media and
criticized Indian media
for treating such indi-
viduals as celebrities.

During the press
briefing, he also pre-
sented a video compi-
lation showcasing evi-
dence of Indian in-
volvement in
Balochistan, including
statements from Indian
politicians and media
reports.

Reiterating the
government’s stance,
Tarar concluded by af-
firming that just as In-
dia failed in its direct
confrontations, its
proxies in Balochistan
will also be defeated,
ensuring a return to
peace in the province.

QUETTA: Former Chairman Senate, Member Provincial Assembly Muhammad Sadiq Khan Sanjrani,
Standing Committee on the Interior Department, presenting the draft law on Counter-Terrorism
(Balochistan Amendment) in the Assembly House.
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Speakers emphasize importance of national
resilience, countering negative propaganda

PBF urges GST exemption on local cotton and
yarn in federal budget to save textile sector

Ceasefire holding, political rhetoric from Indian
leadership continues: Ishaq Dar

Pakistan desires to strengthen economic
partnership with Belarus: PM

'Concrete measures to be taken for resolving
people's issues' in the area

RAWALPINDI (INP): Promi-
nent scholars and academia
emphasized the importance of
national resilience, social har-
mony, and countering negative
propaganda during a seminar
titled “Silence is Complicity:
Role of Academia and Youth in
Confronting Terror and Promot-
ing National Unity” held at
Fatima Jinnah Woman Univer-
sity (FJWU).

Chief Guest Wajiha Qamar,
Minister of State, Ministry of
Federal Education and Profes-
sional Training, delivered a key-
note address highlighting
Pakistan’s strategic response to
regional threats. She highlighted
character, ownership and coun-
tering negative narratives as the
important elements for a resil-
ient nation.

“When our eastern neigh-
bor attempted aggression, Pa-
kistan demonstrated firmness in
its calculated response,” she
said. She further said that India
created an environment of fear
and hysteria among their popu-
lation, but the Pakistani nation

remained calm and confident,
which, she said is the difference
between a responsible nuclear
state and one driven by aggres-
sion.

The Minister particularly
underlined  the need for national
ownership.

“The enemy attacking us is
not just across the border – he
is within our own homes,
spreading narratives to weaken
Pakistan’s foundations”, said the
minister. She also called out crit-
ics of the defence budget.

“While nations worldwide
strengthen their defence, some
among us question our own se-
curity needs, these are the fault
lines we must address.” The
minister called the students to
play their important role in com-
bating the war of narratives.

Dr. Zia, Director General
Islamic Research Institute, pro-
vided a psychological perspec-
tive, warning about the dangers
of cognitive ‘echo chambers’.

“When we repeatedly hear
certain narratives, they create
mental frameworks that be-

come hard to break,” he said.
Dr. Zia urged the students

to critically examine whether
their thinking contains biases
against national institutions.

Prof. Dr. Shahid Afridi of
NDU and  President Jamia
Muhammadi Sharif, Sahibzada
Muhammad Qamar-ul-Haq, in
their addresses presented prac-
tical measures for social cohe-
sion. Fatima Jinnah Women
University Vice Chancellor Dr.
Bushra Mirza proposed con-
crete educational reforms. She
stressed for integration between
madrassas and universities to
create balance education sys-
tem.

The Vice Chancellor high-
lighted that Islam is a religion
of peace which teaches the har-
mony among religions, sects
and other groups.

Dr. Bushra reiterated the
commitment that FJWU would
continue holding such important
seminars to play important role
at its part. The seminar was at-
tended by faculty members and
a large number of students.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign Min-
ister, Mohammad Ishaq Dar on
Wednesday said that while mili-
tary-to-military understanding
between India and Pakistan re-
mains intact and the ceasefire is
holding, political rhetoric from the
Indian leadership continues to stir
tensions, potentially due to do-
mestic considerations, including
upcoming elections in Bihar.

“Another round of conflict
seems remote, but we must remain
vigilant,” the deputy prime minis-
ter said while speaking at a press
conference here.

He emphasized that the
“timeline goalposts” agreed upon
between the two sides had been
implemented that showed the sin-
cerity of the purpose or serious-
ness. However, he warned that
“political rhetoric was still on,”
and could have internal reasons,
pointing to Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s and Defence

Minister’s recent statements, in-
cluding one referring to recent
hostilities as “just a trailer.”

“I wish sense prevails. we
have told the world that we are
peace lovers and focused on eco-
nomic revival,” the deputy PM
stressed. But he said, “Dignity,
sovereignty, and territorial integ-
rity come first — and any conflict
can escalate unpredictably.”

DPM Dar reiterated that Pa-
kistan was open to dialogue —
especially on counter-terrorism,
but criticized India’s rigid stance,
particularly Indian Foreign Min-
ister Jaishankar’s claim that India
would only engage in discussions
centered on terrorism. “We have
already exposed Indian agencies’
involvement in our territory,” Dar
said, adding that the independent
movements within its borders
were not under the Pakistan’s con-
trol. He also highlighted his re-
cent diplomatic engagements, par-
ticularly the informal bilateral visit

to China on May 19, which in-
cluded discussions around a tri-
lateral meeting involving Afghani-
stan. He also noted a broader re-
gional outreach, citing engage-
ments with Turkiye, Iran,
Azerbaijan, and Tajikistan. “Our
visit to Iran was especially posi-
tive,” Dar said, adding that both
countries agreed to boost bilat-
eral trade to $10 billion and main-
tain peace in the region. The Paki-
stani delegation also met with
Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei, who expressed
support for Pakistan’s regional
stability and Kashmir resolution
efforts.

Dar revealed that Azerbaijan
had reiterated its stance on un-
dertaking a $2 billion investment
in Pakistan, while discussions on
multilateral cooperation, territorial
integrity, and regional connectiv-
ity projects, including the Trans-
Afghan railway and Peshawar-
Kabul highway, are progressing.

DERA ISMAIL KHAN
(INP): The newly appointed
Deputy Commissioner  South
Waziristan Upper, Fazli
Wadood has said that concrete
measures would be taken for
resolving issues facing people
in the area.

He expressed these views
during a meeting with a
Mehsud Press
Club’s(Registered) delegation
that called on him to discuss
ongoing journalistic and public
issues in the region.

The delegation included the
press club’s General Secretary
Sikandar Hayat and member
Aslam Mehsud.

During the meeting, the
delegation discussed with him
the plight of Operation Rah-e-
Nijat affectees and issues per-
taining to compensation

amount. They also underlined
the need for fully
operationalizing government
offices in the Ladha headquar-
ters to provide smooth public
services. The delegation also
highlighted that the lack of
internet access in the area was
severely affecting students’
education, as well as hinder-
ing progress in other sectors.

Deputy Commissioner
Fazli Wadood Safi assured the
delegation that the administra-
tion was fully aware of these
challenges and had prioritized
their resolution.

He stated that all govern-
ment offices in the Ladha
headquarters would be made
fully operational soon to en-
sure public access to essen-
tial services.

He added that a compre-

hensive report regarding com-
pensation for damaged homes
is being submitted to the pro-
vincial government to ensure
timely implementation.

The Deputy Commissioner
also indicated that immediate
steps will be taken to restore
internet services in the area.

He emphasized that admin-
istrative officers were actively
present in the field, directly as-
sessing public concerns.

He urged residents to ap-
proach relevant officials at the
headquarters with their issues
to ensure swift resolution.

The Deputy Commissioner
also expressed appreciation for
the positive role of journalists
in the region, assuring the del-
egation that their services were
valued and respected by the ad-
ministration.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif on Wednes-
day said that Pakistan desired to
strengthen economic partnership
with Belarus and benefit from the
country’s expertise in agricultural
machinery manufacturing.

The prime minister, in a meet-
ing with a seven-member delega-
tion led by Belarusian Defense
Minister Lieutenant General Vic-
tor Khrenin, which called on him
here, said that Pakistan and
Belarus enjoyed excellent bilateral
ties which were strengthening
over time.

The delegation included
Belarusian Ambassador to Paki-
stan Andrei Metelitsa, Com-
mander of the Belarusian Air Force
and Air Defense Major General
Andrei Yulianovich Lukyanovich
and officials from the Belarusian
defense ministry.

The prime minister said that

cooperation with Belarus in infor-
mation technology and defense
sectors would be further
strengthened. He recalled that
during his visit to Belarus this
year, several memorandums of
understanding and agreements
were signed, which would con-
tribute to further expand bilateral
relations.

Apprising the delegation of
Pakistan’s stance regarding the
recent tension in South Asia, he
said that Pakistan offered India
an impartial investigation into the
Pehelgam incident, but instead of
responding positively, India dem-
onstrated aggression by attack-
ing Pakistan and targeting civil-
ian populations, resulting in the
martyrdom of innocent civilians.

The prime minister said that
on May 10, Pakistan responded
befittingly to Indian aggression
in self-defense.

Conveying President
Lukashenko’s good wishes to the
prime minister, the Belarusian de-
fense minister said that they de-
sired peace and stability in South
Asia.

He said that the delegation’s
visit was aimed at further advanc-
ing the progress on MoUs and
agreements between the two coun-
tries.

The minister appreciated
Prime Minister Shehbaz’s personal
interest in strengthening bilateral
relations and also thanked him for
the warm welcome and hospital-
ity.

The meeting was attended by
Deputy Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Ishaq Dar, Defense
Minister Khawaja Muhammad
Asif, Federal Minister for Defense
Production Reza Hayat Haraj, and
relevant senior government offi-
cials.

LAHORE (INP): The Pakistan
Business Forum (PBF) has
called on the federal government
to exempt local cotton, cotton
seed, yarn and fabric from the
18% General Sales Tax (GST)
in the upcoming Federal Bud-
get 2025–26, warning that the
failure to do so could push the
country’s textile industry to-
ward total collapse. PBF Chair-
man South Punjab, Malik Talat
Suhail while talking to media
emphasized that the Export Fi-
nance Scheme (EFS), intro-
duced to phase out subsidies and
promote exports, has instead
proven detrimental to the textile
sector.  Under EFS, imported
raw materials are exempted
from both sales tax and customs
duty, while local inputs continue
to be taxed at 18%. Though this
tax is technically refundable, in
practice, only 60–70% of re-
funds are released. The refund
process is plagued by delays,
manual processing, and high
costs—issues that dispropor-
tionately harm small and me-
dium-sized enterprises (SMEs).

This imbalance has led
many exporters to favor im-

ported inputs, causing serious
damage to local suppliers. As a
result, Pakistan’s import of cot-
ton, yarn, and greige fabric
surged by $1.5 billion in FY
2025, climbing from $2.19 bil-
lion to $3.64 billion. In contrast,
textile exports rose by only $1.4
billion, and net textile exports
are projected to decline from
$14.0 billion to $13.6 billion.

Over 120 spinning mills
and more than 800 ginning fac-
tories have shut down, while
protests from loom workers in
Faisalabad are growing. SMEs
are particularly vulnerable, as
they face multiple tax payments
at every stage of production
and have limited access to
cheaper imported alternatives,
unlike larger firms.

The current situation has
placed severe pressure on the
country’s foreign exchange re-
serves, especially as the num-
ber of commercial import li-
censes has tripled—from 800
to 2,400. Meanwhile, local cot-
ton production has fallen to a
historic low of just 5 million
bales, with further declines an-
ticipated. Due to a lack of gov-

ernment support and declining
demand, many farmers are
abandoning cotton cultivation in
favor of more water-intensive
crops, placing further stress on
national water resources.

PBF also warned that the
collapse of the cotton economy
is stripping rural areas of $2–3
billion in income, with women
cotton-pickers among the hard-
est hit. “Pakistan is currently the
only country imposing an 18%
sales tax on cottonseed and cot-
ton feed, driving farmer income
below the cost of production
and hitting the poorest segments
of society the hardest”. Rising
unemployment and declining
rural earnings are further exac-
erbating the economic crisis.

The Forum stressed that if
current policies are not revised,
Pakistan could lose $4–6 billion
in potential foreign exchange
earnings. Instead, the country
continues to rely on expensive
foreign loans to cover rising
import costs, worsening the
trade deficit, unemployment, and
tax collection shortfalls. Inter-
national partners have also taken
notice.

ISLAMABAD:  Defence Minister of Belarus Lieutenant General Victor Khrenin
calls on Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif.

ISLAMABAD:  Federal Minister for Commerce Jam Kamal Khan chairs a meeting
with delegation of PPMA.

ISLAMABAD:  Secretary Ministry of Economic Affairs Dr. Kazim Niaz and Emma Fan Country Director  Asian Development Bank
signing “ Improved Resources and Utilization Reforms” between Pakistan and ADB.

Khushal Kakar Leads in NA-251 Recount
as per Unofficial Results;

JUI Expresses Serious Reservations
Ali Khan Mandokhail,

News Desk:
ZHOB, QUETTA: Pashtunkhwa
National Awami Party (PkNAP)
Chairman Khushal Khan Kakar
has emerged in the lead following
the recount of votes in NA-251,
according to unofficial results.
The recount was conducted in 22
polling stations as per the direc-
tive of the Election Tribunal. How-
ever, the official confirmation is
expected after the Returning Of-
ficer submits the report to the tri-
bunal on June 4.

The development marks a
significant turn in the NA-251
contest, where the recount ap-
pears to favor PkNAP. However,
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (JUI)
Balochistan has strongly rejected
the process, terming it politically
motivated and unconstitutional.

JUI leader Maulana Abdul
Wasay alleged that the recount
was carried out without notifying

the party or ensuring the pres-
ence of its polling agents. “This
is not a technical lapse—it is an
intentional effort to rig the out-
come. The Returning Officer’s
conduct has been completely bi-
ased and lacks constitutional va-
lidity,” he said.

The JUI has accused admin-
istration of acting on behalf of
certain forces, undermining elec-

toral transparency and democratic
norms. Despite Khushal Kakar’s
apparent lead, JUI has vowed to
contest the legitimacy of the re-
count.

As the political temperature
rises in the province, the final de-
cision now rests with the Election
Tribunal, which is expected to re-
view the Returning Officer’s re-
port on June 4.

QUETTA: Balochistan Finance Secretary Imran Zarkoon meeting with Speaker Balochistan
Assembly Captain (retd) Abdul Khaliq Achakzai.


