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Riaz Baloch:
CHAGAI – JUNE 18, 2025: Amid
growing geopolitical tensions be-
tween Iran and Israel, over 1,450
Pakistani citizens have been re-
patriated through the Taftan bor-
der crossing, highlighting urgent
concerns over national security,
border control, and humanitarian
response.

According to Levies Force
sources, a surge in emergency re-
patriation has been witnessed as
conflict escalates in the region.
Pakistani nationals—including
pilgrims, migrant workers, busi-
ness travelers, and international
students—are being evacuated
for their personal safety and pub-
lic health protection.

500+ more Pakistanis arrived
at the border today alone, with 250
individuals immediately trans-
ported to their hometowns using
government-arranged vehicles
under enhanced logistics manage-
ment.

Authorities are ensuring the
provision of essential services,

including temporary shelter, clean
drinking water, medical assis-
tance, and border immigration
support at the Taftan border.

The Federal Government of
Pakistan and relevant disaster re-

sponse agencies are monitoring
the situation round-the-clock, en-
suring a safe evacuation process
under strict national emergency
protocols.

Experts warn that the ongo-

ing Middle East crisis could fur-
ther disrupt cross-border move-
ment, urging authorities to imple-
ment sustainable foreign policy
responses and border security
measures.

Staff Reporter:
U.S. President Donald Trump is
set to host Pakistan’s Chief of
Army Staff, Field Marshal Syed
Asim Munir, for a private lunch at
the White House—a significant
event amid rising U.S.-Pakistan
military cooperation and regional
tensions with India.

The meeting, seen as a diplo-
matic win for Islamabad, comes
shortly after an Indian delegation
met U.S. Vice President JD Vance.
Pakistan is framing Asim Munir’s
White House invitation as a
strong counter-narrative in the on-
going regional power dynamics.

During his five-day U.S. visit,
Asim Munir addressed the Paki-
stani-American community in
Washington, condemning India’s
cross-border aggression and re-

jecting its allegations over the
Pahalgam attack.

“We will  never accept
dishonour,” he declared.

Asim Munir also voiced sup-
port for Iran in its conflict with
Israel while aligning with U.S. ef-
forts to de-escalate tensions in
the Middle East.

A key highlight was en-
hanced U.S.-Pakistan
counterterrorism cooperation.
CENTCOM Chief Gen. Michael
Kurilla praised Pakistan as a “phe-
nomenal partner” against ISIS-K,
revealing Pakistan’s capture and
extradition of high-profile militant
Mohammad Sharifullah.

Despite domestic challenges,
Asim Munir emphasised national
resilience and praised overseas
Pakistanis for their economic role.

Sardar Muhammad Khondai:
CHAMAN: A significant legal de-
velopment has emerged in
Balochistan’s Chaman district,
where former National Assembly
member and Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam
(F) leader, Maulvi Salahuddin
Ayubi, has been asked to provide
documentary evidence of his Pa-
kistani citizenship.

According to an official no-
tice issued by the Assistant Com-
missioner Chaman, allegations
have surfaced regarding Ayubi’s
nationality, suggesting he may
hold Afghan citizenship and is al-
legedly residing in Pakistan with-
out proper documentation.

The notice directs Maulvi
Ayubi to appear in person on June
19, 2025, and present valid proof
of his Pakistani nationality.

Failure to submit the required
documents may lead to legal pro-
ceedings under immigration laws,
including possible deportation.

This development has stirred
considerable attention within
Balochistan’s political landscape,
as Maulvi Salahuddin Ayubi is
known for his active role in reli-
gious and parliamentary affairs.
The matter has also triggered dis-
cussions within party circles, with
observers closely monitoring the
outcome of the legal process.

NEWS DESK: Islamabad: The
Federal Government of Pakistan
has appointed senior bureaucrat
Noor ul Haq Baloch as the new
Chairman of Gwadar Port Author-
ity (GPA)—a strategic decision
aimed at strengthening Gwadar
Port’s role in the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) and
boosting Pakistan’s maritime
economy.

According to a notification
issued by the Establishment Di-
vision on June 16, 2025, Noor ul
Haq Baloch will assume the posi-
tion on deputation under the Min-
istry of Maritime Affairs, follow-
ing formal approval from the Prime
Minister of Pakistan.

Noor ul Haq Baloch has pre-
viously held critical roles includ-

ing Chairman of the Balochistan
Revenue Authority (BRA), Sec-
retary Finance, and Secretary
Health Balochistan.

He is widely recognized for
his expertise in public administra-
tion, fiscal governance, and eco-
nomic reform.

His appointment is expected
to bring renewed momentum to
Gwadar Port development, attract
foreign direct investment (FDI),
and improve port logistics under
Pakistan’s broader Blue Economy
and CPEC strategic vision.

The move highlights
Gwadar’s growing significance as
a regional logistics hub, with glo-
bal investors closely watching
Pakistan’s steps in developing
this deep-sea port.

'Supreme Court judges not passive interpreters of text'
NEWS DESK: Judges of the Su-
preme Court are not passive in-
terpreters of text, rather they are
the custodians of liberty, equal-
ity, and institutional indepen-
dence.

"[The Supreme Court] is the
ultimate guardian of fundamental
rights and the final sentinel
against executive or legislative
overreach," said a 15-page judge-
ment authored by Justice Syed
Mansoor Ali Shah and endorsed
by Justice Aqeel Ahmad Abbasi,
who is also a member of the con-
stitutional bench.

According to the verdict, SC
judges are to act with integrity and
courage, to resist all encroach-
ments, external or internal, that
threaten to erode the autonomy
of the judiciary or subvert the rule
of law. "The judges must not fall
prey to the lure of small, short-
term benefits, whether of eleva-
tion, power, or personal comfort
that may accrue if they speak the
language of authority rather than
that of the Constitution. Such ben-
efits are illusory and transient.

'The true reward of a judge
lies in preserving the dignity of
the institution and the trust of the
people. It is also the solemn duty
of judges of this Court to call out,
with moral clarity and institutional
courage, those among their ranks
who surrender to the power of the
day at the cost of constitutional
principles.

"Critique from within, when
rooted in fidelity to the Constitu-
tion, is not disloyalty, it is the high-
est form of service to the judicial
institution," the verdict added.

The division bench led by
Justice Shah dismissed a petition

choice or agency to either adopt
her husband's domicile or retain
her own. In the present case, the
respondent, by her own volition,
opted to adopt her husband's do-
micile, which is legally permissible.

"It is also important to note
that permitting the change of do-
micile may affect the mechanism
of transfer and seniority as well.

"Disregarding seniority un-
dermines bureaucratic impartiality,
violates constitutional guarantees
of due process and equality (Ar-
ticle 4 and 25 of the Constitution
of the Islamic Republic of Paki-
stan, 1973 and breeds cynicism
within the service. The erosion of
seniority norms weakens admin-
istrative stability.

"Allowing post-induction
changes in domicile would not
only undermine the quota system
but also open avenues for ma-
nipulation, enabling individuals to
shift provincial affiliation for per-
sonal advantage, thereby diluting
the constitutional promise of pro-
vincial parity.

"The freezing of domicile
thus serves the larger constitu-
tional purpose of federal harmony
and administrative fairness within
the civil service structure of Paki-
stan," it said.

The court noted that addi-
tional attorney general's conten-
tion that permitt ing the
respondent's change of domicile
would destabilize the civil service
structure would have been cor-
rect if the respondent remained in
the same service structure. How-
ever, the "direct recruitment" of
in-service candidates involves
new pay scales, distinct terms,
and a separate seniority list.

democratic integrity," he said.
Justice Shah stated that his-

tory will not absolve judges who
abandon their constitutional
duty; it will remember them not as
dispensers of justice, but as col-
laborators in injustice.

He noted that the Supreme
Court is not merely a forum for
resolving disputes;

it is the constitutional con-
science of the nation, tasked with
producing progressive and prin-
cipled jurisprudence that breathes
life into the Constitution and
bridges the distance between law
and the lived realities of the
people.

"The court must remain alive
to the evolving aspirations of so-
ciety and innovate new remedies

filed by the Federal Public Service
Commission which rejected the
fresh appointment of a female civil
servant on the post of assistant
professor (Obstetrics &
Gynaecology) just because she
changed her domicile after mar-
riage.

Highlighting the "real role"
of the Supreme Court and its
judges in the last two pages of
decision,  Justice Shah noted that
history is a vigilant witness which
does not remember those who
accommodate power, but those
who stand resolute in defense of
principle.

"The jurisprudential legacy of
a judge is not built on appease-
ment but on principled defiance
when the soul of justice is imper-

iled. Courts must never become
tools of expediency. Rather, they
must be lighthouses of constitu-
tional morality and guardians of

to advance justice," says the
judgement.

The court held that a married
woman retains the legal discretion,

Underage hiring in Sindh Police raises legal concerns
NEWS DESK: A newly released
seniority list of grade-16 police
inspectors in Sindh has exposed
serious irregularities in the recruit-
ment process, including the ap-
pointment of officers below the
legal minimum age of 18.

The findings have cast fresh
doubt on the transparency of hir-
ing within Sindh Police, with some
officers reportedly inducted at
ages as young as 16.

Under Pakistan’s “Civil Ser-
vants (Appointment, Promotion
and Transfer) Rules, 1973”, the
minimum age for public service is
18.

However, according to the list
issued by Inspector General of
Sindh Police Ghulam Nabi Memon,
several serving officers were re-

cruited well before meeting this
legal age. One officer, Mehboob
Ali Mithani, was reportedly hired
at 16 years, 10 months, and 11

days old. Another, Babar Ali
Sheikh, joined at just 16 years and
3 months. Other names, including
Imtiaz Ali Thebo, Zahoor Ahmed

Lashari, and Shah Jehan Lashari,
also appeared in the list with ages
under 17 at the time of hiring.

Meanwhile, the same depart-
ment recently declared three ap-
plicants ineligible for recruitment
solely for exceeding the upper age
limit by a few days or months.

Among them, Shehzad Khan
missed eligibility by five days,
Farhan Ali  Ahmed by three
months and 12 days, and Noor
Muhammad by just one month.

The inconsistency has trig-
gered criticism over a clear double
standard in enforcing age regula-
tions. While some were disquali-
fied for minor overage, others with
significant age shortfalls were re-
cruited and later promoted to se-
nior ranks.

Three Pakistani schools shortlisted for World’s Best School Prizes
NEWS DESK: Three Pakistani
schools — two in Lahore and
one in Quetta — have been
shortlisted for the World’s Best
School Prizes 2025, according to
a press release issued by the
award’s founder, T4 Education,
on Wednesday.

T4 said in a press release that
the five awards are “the world’s
most prestigious education
prizes” and winners are chosen
“by an expert judging academy
based on rigorous criteria”. The
awards are for Community Col-
laboration, Environmental Ac-

tion, Innovation, Overcoming Ad-
versity and Supporting Healthy
Lives. Sanjan Nagar Public Edu-
cation Trust Higher Secondary
School, Nordic International
School from Lahore, and the
Beaconhouse College
Programme’s Juniper Campus in
Quetta are the three shortlisted
Pakistani institutions.

“All 50 finalist schools across
the five prizes will also take part
in a public vote, which opened
today, to determine the winner of
the Community Choice Award,”
the press release read. “All six

winners will be announced in Oc-
tober.”

According to T4, Sanjan
Nagar — a charity-run primary
and secondary school — has
made it to the final 10 for the
World’s Best School Prize for
Overcoming Adversity.

The school,  based in
Lahore’s Glaxo Town, has
“trailblazed the adoption of the IB
(International Baccalaureate) and
PYP (Primary Years Programme)
curriculum, an inquiry-based ap-
proach based on a sustainable
and inclusive model that empow-

ers marginalised children with
critical 21st century skills”, the
press release stated.

T4 said that the school,
which started in an abandoned
factory, now has a campus with
over 800 students.

The Nordic International
School, also based in Lahore,
was shortlisted for the World’s
Best School Prize for Community
Collaboration, according to the
statement. T4 described the
school as an “independent kin-
dergarten, primary and second-
ary school
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The Future of Pakistan’s Higher Education –
Where Are We Heading

Dr. Faisal Ahmed Khan:

One year on, the

chaos continues at the
highest institution man-
dated to oversee higher
education in the country.
At the Higher Education
Commission, the current
chairman, Dr. Tariq
Binuri, is still battling for
his survival. While Dr.
Binuri might barely com-
plete his term this May,
the future of higher edu-
cation in Pakistan is set
on a downward spiral.

The Higher Educa-
tion Commission had
evolved as an institution
in two decades, assimi-
lating many essential at-
tributes and continually
weeding out ill practices
along the way. Exactly
when the institution was
in the middle of its devel-
opment, it was struck
with an unneeded blow
of an arbitrary ordinance.
The events that fol-
lowed, it has directly ex-
posed higher education
to the whims of the
power corridors for
good.

The status of the
Higher Education Com-
mission is fast on its way
to becoming a mere
equivalent of a board of
intermediate and sec-
ondary education over-
seeing tertiary educa-
tion. It is approaching
being completely sub-
sumed in the black hole
of public officialdom.
Perhaps it was frowned
upon as a peculiar case

in the public sector for
its relatively superior
standards in education
and governance. There-
fore, it was felt that it
needed to be governed
by colleagues who over-
see the rest of the edu-
cation domain.

The role of the
federal

government
enhanced in
HEC affairs

This is clear from the
fact that the tenure of the
chairman is reduced to
two years and the role of
the federal government
has been enhanced in
the HEC affairs. Inevita-
bly, the same wizards in
the government will
oversee HEC, who have
earned some interesting
distinctions for us. For
example, according to a
UNICEF report, we have
the second-largest num-
ber of out-of-school chil-
dren after Nigeria, i.e.,
about 22.8 million chil-
dren out of school. Only
about 67% of our kids
finish primary school;
and only 55% of those
in grade 5 can solve a
two-digit subtraction
(reported in a survey by
South Asia Forum for
Education Develop-
ment), not to mention the
evil of evils—the class
disparity ingrained in the
system up to grade 12.
As a result, the standard

of higher education in
the country will be, in no
way, better than what we
have at the primary and
secondary levels.

Another conse-
quence of the above sce-
nario is that higher edu-
cation will inspire atten-
tion at the helm in the
provinces. While there is
no harm in overseeing
higher education at the
provincial level, if un-
checked, this will, how-
ever, incur its own heavy
cost—one that is exem-
plified in the recent de-
velopments in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. Initiating
new universities with ar-
bitrary plans, mysterious
appointments of key uni-
versity officials, increas-
ing political influence in
the university manage-
ment, and wrecking the
already scarce financial
resources are among a
few recent proceedings
in higher education at
KPK.

Provincial-level,
higher

education is
merely treated as
part of the riches

to distribute
among the

stakeholders of the
government
Similar occurrences

are likely to follow in
other provinces given

the frail existence of the
HEC. At the provincial
level, higher education
is merely treated as part
of the riches to distrib-
ute among the stake-
holders of the govern-
ment. As a result, the
only matters of interest
in higher education will
remain the number of ap-
pointments (excessive
and unjust), promotions
based on kinships, un-
fair admissions, unde-
served scholarships,
and illegal award of con-
tracts to desired contrac-
tors. Anything about in-
stitution making, quality
education, and impactful
research will only be de-
ceptive slogans.

It is not intended
here to establish that
everything has been ex-
quisite in higher educa-
tion in the past. There is
a long list of improve-
ments and reforms that
were still required to up-
hold the actual spirit of
a regulator and patron of
higher education in the
country. Some might ar-
gue that the existing
model in the HEC re-
quired delegation within
the institution instead of
concentration of power
with the chairman. A
more inclusive model of
working with the univer-
sities and the provinces
was required. Therefore,
a reflection within the
institution was needed
instead of an intrusion
from above. The ad-

vances last year have
only made things worse.

The push for a
subdued HEC

will cause
more than
just saying
goodbye to
Dr. Binuri
The push for a sub-

dued HEC will cause
more than just saying
goodbye to Dr. Binuri. It
will undo the progress
made in the sector in the
last two decades. Univer-
sities will only become
dominions of politicians
and the bureaucracy
with bountiful interests
for them.

Yet we can hope
that it is still not too late
for the new government
to realize the damage al-
ready done.

The stature of the
HEC should be restored
to its original form with a
plan of enabling the team
within the institution and
promoting the inclusive
participation of academ-
ics and stakeholders
from across the country.
Political interests and
enmities should be set
aside for the sake of our
youth and future gen-
erations.

Socrates has
summed it well: “The se-
cret of change is to fo-
cus all your energy, not
on fighting the old, but
on building the new.”

The Looming threat of Climate Crisis in Pakistan
Sardar Mengal:

Climate change is un-

leashing its worst effects
in the form of heavy rain-
falls and disastrous
floods. Intergovernmen-
tal Panel on Climate
Change had already
waved multiple red flags
about dire consequences
of climate change in Pa-
kistan. The authorities
should have been on
their toes in response to
the contours of the cri-
sis but we witnessed ev-
erything otherwise.

Balochistan
Vulnerable to
Climate Crisis

It is noteworthy that
almost 30 districts of
Balochistan have been
badly hit by the current
climate emergency.
People who were already
drowning in man made

disasters of inflation,
poverty, political crisis
are currently drowning
in a Natural disaster.
Nushki,  Khuzdar,
Lasbela, Bolan and Jhal
Magsi received much of
the inflictions of flash
floods.

People were left
stranded to flow with the
waves as seen in foot-
ages, circulating on so-
cial media. Unfortu-
nately, disturbing pic-
tures of dead bodies of
children covered with
mud, families who were
sitting helplessly on de-
bris of their houses and
sinking valuables of the
people couldn’t awaken
the government from its
stupor. Even more
gloomily, the enraging
waves of floods-engulf-
ing lives and property,
converting everything
into dust & debris and

wreaking havoc all
around- couldn’t merit
breaking news on na-
tional media.

Prior disregard and
later delayed response
have multiplied inflic-
tions of the catastrophe.
Loss of land communica-
tion has further isolated
the stricken areas making
true estimation of de-
struction more exhaust-
ing.

Timely decision
and act can reduce

the effect of
Climate Change

To stop ballooning
problems into crisis; res-
cue, relief and rehabilita-
tion operations should
be carried out on full
scale as the current pace
is insufficient to meet the
requirement. NDMA and
PDMA need to reach out

to the peripheral areas
that are out of the radar.

It’s high time for the
provincial and federal
coalition government to
pay special attention to
those whose lives are at
the stake. Political par-
ties need to rise above
the traditional politics
and launch concerted
efforts to help out the
calamity stricken at the
earliest. Social welfare
organisations should
come forward to heal the
lesions of suffering hu-
mans. On national media,
there should be special
discourse and discus-
sion on settlement and
rehabilitation of the af-
fected people.

In addition to en-
suring; re-building of
eroded infrastructure,
compensation for
losses, clean water, ad-
equate supply of food,

there should be numer-
ous measures in pipeline
to overcome the post-
flood outcomes such as
increased risk of infec-
tious diseases. The
flood-stricken area can
become a breeding
ground for many health
related problems. Sup-
plying preventive medi-
cines and upholding
precautionary measures
can halt the onslaught of
infectious diseases.

The state machin-
ery in its all forms should
come into play to navi-
gate a safe passage out
of this hurricane of cli-
mate emergency envel-
oping us now.

The author is a final
year MBBS student at
King Edward Medical
University Lahore, Paki-
stan. He can be reached
on twitter via
@SardarMengal11.

IRC reaches to 29,000 out of school girls in Balochistan
By Shakoor Khan:

International Rescue

Committee (IRC) un-
der its Teach & Edu-
cate Adolescent Girls
with Community Help
(TEACH) project,
reached out to 29,000
out-of-school girls of 5
districts of Balochistan
including Pishin, Killa
Abdullah, Nushki,
Kharan and Chagai.

“IRC is striving
hard to promote girl’s
education in
Balochistan besides im-
parting vocational
trainings on financial
literacy and trades to
make them financially
independent,” said
Shareef Mengal, Head
of IRC Balochistan dur-
ing a policy dialogue
titled “Improving fu-
ture of girl’s education
in Balochistan held in
collaboration with UK
aid at local hotel here.

Balochistan Edu-
cation minister
Naseebullah Mari was
the chief guest while
representatives from
the Education ministry,
Directorate of Special
Education, Literacy,
Non-Formal Education
& Human Rights De-
partment, Balochistan
Assessment and Ex-
amination Commission,
Balochistan Textbook
Board , Policy Planning
Implementation Unit ,
Provincial Institute of
Teachers Education,

Education Support
Programme, Global

Partnership of Educa-
tion, German Agency
for International Coop-
eration, United Nations
International Children’s
Emergency Fund Soci-
ety for Community
Strengthening and Pro-
motion of Education,
Balochistan, Institute
for Development Stud-
ies and Practices, Ja-
pan International Co-
operation Agency also
attended the event.

The event hosted
conversations with
multiple stakeholders
including education ex-
perts and government
functionaries on the
barriers faced by girls
in the province in pur-
suing their education
and discussed possible
solutions to combat
those barriers.

salient feature of
the project IRC

While highlighting
the salient feature of
the project IRC chief in
Balochistan Shareef
Mengal said under the
‘Girls Learn’ stream of
the project, 22,000
girls received classes
on Package A, B and C
of non-formal curricu-
lum, of them 4000 en-
rolled in mainstream
formal schooling sys-
tem.

Under’ Girls Earn’
stream of the project,
7000 girls completed
Package A of the non-
formal curriculum, out
of these 7000 girls,
5000 received training

on financial literacy and
business development
planning. 2400 girls re-
ceived training on 8
vocational trades and
toolkits and 250 girls
received financial grants
to start a business.

Naseebullah Marri,
Education Minister
Balochistan,

on the occasion
urged that ‘We must do
our part to remove the
barriers faced by girls
in the region so that
every girl can pursue
her education and be-
come a valuable mem-
ber of society”

‘The Government
is making all out efforts
to combat the low lit-
eracy rate which has
affected girls from all
ethnic groups, and so-
cioeconomic back-
grounds,”

We are committed
to assist and contribute
to building economi-
cally prosperous, and
educated Balochistan,
so every child has ac-
cess to education.

He however wel-
comed the support ex-
tended by the Interna-
tional Rescue Commit-
tee for providing edu-
cational and vocational
training opportunities,
saying he is very grate-
ful for the on-ground
initiative of community-
based schools in
Balochistan.”

Abdul Rauf Baloch
– Secretary Secondary
Education on the occa-

sion appreciated the
contributions of IRC
for girls’ education in
Balochistan.

He shared that edu-
cation is a complex sub-
ject which cannot be
discussed without
WASH, health and
other facilities.

This makes it a re-
sponsibility of all rel-
evant departments and
stakeholders who
should play their role
effectively.

Zain Ul Abedin
Khan, Deputy Director
Programs, IRC, in his
remarks said that “We
as a society need to
commit to prioritize and

Girl’s education
is correlated

with lower rates
of poverty
The panel discus-

sions established an op-
portunity for the policy
makers and practitio-
ners to understand that
girl’s education is cor-
related with lower rates
of poverty and im-
proved health out-
comes. While stimulat-
ing dialogue, the stake-
holders pledged to
work together to eradi-
cate the barriers to
girls’ education by pro-
viding gender inclusive

facilities and quality of
education.

The event was a
culmination of three
sessions where the first
was hosted to discuss
the barriers faced by
girls in pursuing their
education. The panel-
ists of the first session
classified the barriers
into 3 categories: Cul-
tural, Economic and
Service Delivery. The
panelists recom-
mended Accelerated
Learning Programs
(ALPs) as a viable op-
tion while integrated
with skill-based
trainings and digitaliz-
ing education.

Initiatives to
combat the
barriers to
education
The second ses-

sion was focused on
sustainable initiatives to
combat the barriers
with the help of Non-
Formal Education in
bridging the gap be-
tween primary and sec-
ondary schooling.

Chairperson of the
session, Mr. Abdul
Khaliq – Chief Planning
Officer Policy, Plan-
ning, and Implementa-
tion Unit welcomed the
participants and em-
phasized the impor-
tance of solutions to
these barriers. Mr.
Ashraf Gichki – Direc-
tor Literacy and Non-
Formal Education

shared contribution of
NFE department to-
ward provision of sec-
ond chance of educa-
tion to out-of-school
children.

Personal
struggles in
overcoming

the barriers to
education
The third and final

session gave the
TEACH clients an op-
portunity to express
their personalized
struggles in overcom-
ing the barriers to edu-
cation.

Anam – client of
TEACH project from
Pishin shared that after
joining TEACH ALP
center, she can read
books and newspapers.
Simra from the same
district shared that her
parents don’t allow
travelling long dis-
tances to attend school
but after opening of
ALP center at door-
steps,

she was able to
join the classroom for
first time in her life.
Haleema from Nushki
district shared that her
mother is the only
breadwinner of home
and works at house-
holds of others to earn
income. Haleema
shared that she is the
only child of her fam-
ily who can read,
thanks to joining ALP
center.

focus on Girls’ Educa-
tion through adequate
resources. Girls’ edu-
cation in Balochistan is
one of the biggest chal-
lenges faced by the
country and to deal
with it we must work
with innovative meth-
ods like Non-Formal
Education.

” He further added
that, “Over the years,
we have realized that if
girls are unable to reach
school, all stakeholders
need to fill the gap and
provide access to life-
long learning opportu-
nities like productive
skills and life-skills
within communities.

Quetta: Contaminated water posing
a serious threat to human health

Abdul Razzaq Khilji:

Cabinet Reshuffle in
 Balochistan Must Prioritize

Governance, Not Power Games
Editorial:

Balochistan appears to be on the cusp of a significant political shake-up.
According to credible government insiders, a cabinet reshuffle is expected
soon after the passage of the fiscal year 2025–26 provincial budget. While
reshuffles are not unusual, the stakes are much higher this time—with grow-
ing public discontent over ministerial perks, administrative inefficiencies, and
unchecked spending.

Originally planned for post-Eid-ul-Adha, the reshuffle was delayed to
ensure the smooth passage of the budget in the Balochistan Assembly. This
strategic timing reflects a broader intention: to address rising concerns over
accountability, fiscal responsibility, and governance.

What’s especially noteworthy is the reported plan to replace non-elected
members, particularly advisers and women on reserved seats, with elected
lawmakers. If implemented with sincerity, this could help restore public trust
and reduce unnecessary government expenditure—especially as some advis-
ers enjoy salaries and allowances equal to full-fledged ministers without the
electoral mandate to back them.

Another pressing concern that demands attention is the consistent ab-
sence of ministers from their offices. People travel hundreds of kilometers to
the Civil Secretariat in Quetta, only to wait in vain for hours or even days.
Supporters and citizens are left stranded without even access to clean drink-
ing water, while the ministers remain unavailable. A meaningful reshuffle must
bring in dynamic, educated, and service-oriented ministers who are present in
their offices, responsive to the public, and capable of addressing basic issues
like citizen grievances, infrastructure complaints, and public service delivery.
Administrative transparency, good governance, and office accountability must
no longer be optional—they must be mandatory.

Moreover, this reshuffle is not just about cutting costs. It comes amid
calls for better budget transparency, development fund allocations, and pub-
lic service reforms. The people of Balochistan are not blind to the lavish ben-
efits enjoyed by ministers, even as the province grapples with budget deficits,
healthcare underfunding, education sector neglect, and rural infrastructure
breakdowns.

The political dynamics of this move are also tied to the 2027 Senate elec-
tions, where influence and party strength will rely heavily on elected represen-
tatives. This makes the upcoming reshuffle not only a matter of governance
but also of long-term political strategy.

Still, the reshuffle must be more than a game of musical chairs. If
Balochistan’s leadership is serious about reform, it should go beyond token
changes. Ministers must be evaluated based on performance, transparency,
and public engagement—not just political loyalty.

The province deserves a cabinet that reflects competence, accountabil-
ity, and the will to serve, especially at a time when every rupee spent from the
public purse is being scrutinized. This reshuffle is an opportunity to reset the
system. Wasting it would only deepen public frustration.

Fresh and clean water

is an essential part of
human life. It stands sec-
ond to the air for the ex-
istence of all human be-
ings and it is now a com-
monly known fact that
groundwater quality is
as important as its quan-
tity. Balochistan is be-
coming the fast water-
scarce province of the
country particularly in
urban areas including
the Quetta sub-basin
where 90% of the drink-
ing water is utilized from
groundwater. Ground-
water quality has a direct
impact on the health and
welfare of the inhabitants
therefore fresh and clean
water supply need to be

prioritized.
Drinking water must be
free from pathogenic or-
ganisms
Water from any source
must suit the purpose
for which it is intended
whereas, drinking water
must be free from patho-
genic organisms and its
chemical and physical
qualities must also be
suitable for human con-
sumption.
Accordingly, ground-
water contamination is
approximately con-
stantly the consequence
of human activities. Ac-
cordingly, the (Coliforms
and E. Coli) are those
bacteria that originate
from wastes and intes-
tines of animals and sig-

nal contamination in
drinking water during
testing. A recent report of
the Irrigation Depart-
ment indicates that the
high rate of Coliform and
E. Coli bacteria was
found in the water of
Quetta which signals
contaminations in the
drinking water that may
affect human health and
cause severe illness, as
such gastrointestinal,
vomiting, cramps, diar-
rhea, muscle aches, and
headache.  However,
anyone can get sick from
drinking contaminated
water but children, the
elderly, and people with
weak immune systems
are at a higher risk of the
harmful effects.
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