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Balochistan’s Rs250 Billion Federal
Allocation Must Drive Inclusive,

Transparent Infrastructure Development

Balochistan Budget 2025 – A Promising Blueprint That
Demands Transparent Implementation

Syed Ali Shah Analysis:
The Balochistan Budget 2025,
worth Rs1,000.208 billion, has laid
out an ambitious development
roadmap focusing on education,
healthcare, infrastructure, clean
drinking water, climate change,
and law and order. Presented by
Finance Minister Mir Shoaib
Nosherwani, the budget reflects
a forward-thinking development
vision. However, its true value will
only be realized if there is a ro-
bust transparency mechanism in
place, especially around the newly
formed district coordination com-
mittees.

These coordination commit-
tees, empowered to oversee local
development execution, are a posi-
tive step toward decentralized
governance. However, without a
strict audit and accountability
framework, they risk becoming un-
checked centers of influence. To
ensure that development projects
are completed on time and with
quality, the government must
implement a real-time monitoring
system, regular public disclo-
sures, and third-party perfor-
mance evaluations.

One of the most promising
elements of this budget is the al-
location of Rs3 billion to install
1,000 water filtration plants across
all union councils. This has the
potential to significantly reduce
waterborne diseases in
underserved communities. An-
other highlight is the creation of
the Balochistan Climate Change

Fund with Rs500 million, show-
ing a clear commitment to envi-
ronmental sustainability.

The government’s restraint
in avoiding unnecessary job cre-
ation is commendable and will
help lower non-development ex-
penditures, freeing up funds for
more impactful programs.

Additionally, the enhanced
allocation to local governments is
a welcome move — if managed
transparently.

But budget figures alone do
not ensure change. There must be
clarity: Will these funds reach the
people — or be trapped in bureau-
cratic bottlenecks or political
circles?

To truly benefit the common
man, the Balochistan government
must make transparency, account-
ability, and performance tracking
the cornerstones of its fiscal strat-
egy. The district coordination com-
mittees must operate under clear

public reporting mandates and be
accountable to both provincial
authorities and local communities.

In a province facing complex
challenges — from poverty and
underdevelopment to law and or-
der issues — only good gover-
nance can deliver real transforma-
tion.

This budget lays the foun-
dation; now it must be built upon
with integrity, oversight, and a
people-first approach.

DG ISPR highlights students’ frontline role in information war
NEWS DESK: Lieutenant General
Ahmed Sharif, Director General of
Inter-Services Public Relations
(DG ISPR), has underscored the
critical role students play as the
frontline force in Pakistan’s infor-
mation war during a special ses-
sion at the Saylani IT programme
in Karachi.

The DG ISPR praised the stu-
dents for their engagement and
responsiveness to the nation’s
security challenges on Thursday.

He highlighted the recent
success of Operation Bunyanum
Marsoos as a significant victory
for peace, reaffirming Pakistan’s
long-standing commitment to
prioritising peace over conflict.

During the session, students
asked insightful questions about
Pakistan’s internal and external
security environment.

The DG ISPR emphasised
that the country’s armed forces
remain disciplined and profes-
sional, steadfastly fulfilling their
constitutional duties and orders
from the state.

The Pakistan Army spokes-

person added that Pakistan will
continue to act as a net stabiliser
in the region.

Students expressed their
readiness to sacrifice everything
for the protection of their home-
land, affirming that no matter the
front, they stand firmly behind the
Pakistan Army, which they regard
as the nation’s identity and
strength. The session concluded

with students appreciating the in-
teraction and expressing hope for
more such engagements in the
future. Pakistan “always lives on,”
they declared. Yesterday, DG
ISPR, addressed students at
Jinnah University for Women in
Karachi, praising their role in Op-
eration Bunyanum Marsoos dur-
ing the recent conflict with India.

In his address, the DG ISPR

highlighted how the nation, par-
ticularly students, played a vital
part in dismantling India’s strate-
gic assumptions.

He reaffirmed Pakistan’s
steadfast commitment to its terri-
tories, calling Kashmir the “jugu-
lar vein” of Pakistan and
emphasising the deep religious,
cultural, and traditional ties bind-
ing the people of Balochistan to
the country.

Lieutenant General Sharif
Chaudhry also assured that no
external force, including a small
number of militants from India,
could damage Pakistan’s relation-
ship with Balochistan.

Meanwhile, in Washington,
US President Donald Trump met
with Pakistan’s Chief of Army
Staff, Field Marshal Syed Asim
Munir, at the White House.

The two leaders discussed
expanding bilateral cooperation in
trade, artificial intelligence, energy,
cryptocurrency, and emerging
technologies, according to a
statement from the Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR).

Man Kills Two Adoptive Brothers Over Property Dispute in Quetta
Qaseem Shah:
QUETTA: In a deeply disturbing
incident, a man allegedly mur-
dered his two adoptive brothers
over a property dispute and bur-
ied their bodies within the pre-
mises of their home in Quetta’s
Sitka Road area.

According to police
sources, the suspect, identified
as Adnan, killed his two adop-
tive brothers six months ago. Af-
ter committing the double mur-
der, he secretly buried their bod-
ies inside the house compound
and later rented out the property.

The heinous crime came to
light when Adnan’s ex-wife in-
formed the police. She had report-
edly learned about the incident

after the divorce and chose to re-
port it.

Acting on her tip-off, the po-
lice arrested the accused, Adnan,
who was adopted and raised by

the parents of the deceased
brothers.Authorities have sealed
the crime scene and launched fur-
ther investigation into the matter.

Sariab Firing Over Land Dis-

pute Leaves One Dead, Another
Injured

In a separate incident, one
man was killed and another in-
jured in a firing outside the Ses-
sion Court in Sariab area of
Quetta. Police said the shooting
was the result of a property feud
between relatives. The accused,
a nephew, allegedly opened fire
on his uncle, killing him on the
spot and injuring another person
present at the scene. Police have
registered a case and begun a
search for the suspect, who fled
after the incident. These two
back-to-back cases reflect the
alarming rise in property-related
violence across Balochistan’s
urban centres.

SC Constitutional Bench dismisses pleas against
transfer of IHC judges

NEWS DESK: The Supreme
Court’s Constitutional Bench on
Thursday announced its verdict
in a case pertaining to the senior-
ity and transfer of Islamabad High
Court (IHC) jud-ges, declaring that
their transfers were not unconsti-
tutional.

The bench — headed by
Justice Muhammad Ali Mazhar
and comprising Justices Naeem
Akhtar Afghan, Shahid Bilal
Hassan, Salahuddin Panhwar and
Shakeel Ahmed — took up peti-
tions filed by five IHC judges, the
Karachi Bar Association (KBA)
and the IHC Bar Association,

among others.
In February, Justice Sardar

Mohammad Sarfraz Dogar from
the Lahore High Court (LHC), Jus-
tice Khadim Hussain Soomro from
the Sindh High Court (SHC) and
Justice Muham-mad Asif from the
Balochistan High Court (BHC)
were transferred to the IHC.

The controversy centres
around the alteration of the
judges’ seniority list after these
transfers as Justice Dogar was
made the senior puisne judge,
which paved the way for his ap-
pointment as the acting IHC chief
justice after Justice Aamer

Farooq’s elevation to the SC.
Today’s judgement was an-

nounced in a 3-2 majority ruling,
with Justices Afghan and Ahmed
dissenting.

In the short order, a copy of
which is available with Dawn.com,
the SC noted that “the transfer of
a judge by the president of Paki-
stan by means of Article 200 of
the Constitution (permanently or
temporarily) cannot be construed
as a fresh appointment.”

The order explained that ex-
ercise of powers of transfer by the
president under Article 200 of the
Constitution was not unregulated

or unfettered.
Rather, it was structured on a

“four tier formula which expounds
that no judge shall be transferred
except with his consent and after
consultation by the president
with the chief justice of Pakistan
and the chief justices of both high
courts”.

The short order emphasised
that before exercising the power
of transfer, certain inbuilt proce-
dures and mechanisms had to be
followed and the decision was
“within the sphere and realm of
judiciary and not within the do-
main of executives”.

Norwegian Envoy Meets
Balochistan CM Sarfraz

Bugti to Discuss Governance,
Development Cooperation

Staff Reporter:
QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Min-
ister Mir Sarfraz Bugti met with
Norway’s Acting Ambassador, Tho-
mas Smikop Dahl in Quetta today to
discuss a range of topics including
bilateral relations, development co-
operation, and governance reforms.

During the meeting, the Chief
Minister highlighted the Balochistan
government’s ongoing efforts to im-
prove good governance, emphasiz-
ing the administration’s commitment
to transparency, merit, and the rule
of law as top priorities. He said the
province is entering a new phase of
peace and development, and interna-
tional partnerships are essential for
accelerating this progress.

CM Bugti particularly stressed
the importance of international sup-
port in sectors such as human re-
source development, education, and
public health, where collaborative ef-

forts can make a significant impact.
He noted that the provincial

government is actively implement-
ing strategies to establish sustainable
peace and combat extremism, stating
that meaningful development is not
possible without ensuring security
and stability.

Ambassador Thomas S. Dahl
appreciated the provincial
government’s reform agenda and ex-
pressed Norway’s interest in ex-
panding cooperation in education,
healthcare, and social welfare initia-
tives.  He acknowledged the poten-
tial for stronger ties and affirmed
Norway’s willingness to support
Balochistan’s development goals.

The meeting concluded on a
positive note, with both sides agree-
ing to strengthen bilateral coopera-
tion and explore new avenues of part-
nership for regional development and
social progress.

Cambridge confirms partial
leak of 3 A-Level papers for

June 2025 exams
NEWS DESK: Cambridge Inter-
national Education (CIE) on
Thursday confirmed that ques-
tion papers of three AS and A
Level examinations were partially
leaked across Pakistan.

CIE, part of Cambridge Uni-
versity Press and Assessment,
offers internationally recognised
exams to over 10,000 schools in
160-plus countries. In Pakistan, O
Levels (grades 9–10) cover a
broad subject range, while A and
AS Levels (grades 11–12) are more
specialised and advanced, provid-
ing pathways to higher education
in Pakistan and abroad. CIE ex-
ams are typically held twice a year,
in June and November, with re-
sults released in August and Janu-
ary, respectively.

“We have written to our
schools in Pakistan to tell them
that, against our regulations, some
content from three question pa-
pers was available before the
timetabled exam dates in Pakistan,”
the CIE said in a statement.

The examinations that were
affected include:

Cambridge International AS/
A Level Mathematics Paper 12,
where one question was shared

before the exam was taken.
Cambridge International AS/

A Level Mathematics Paper 42,
where parts of two question were
shared before the exam was taken.

Cambridge International AS/
A Level Computer Science Paper
22, where parts of one question
were shared before the exam was
taken.

However, it said, “In all three
cases, we found no evidence that
the whole paper had been shared
before the exam.”

CIE said it will issue a sylla-
bus grade for all subjects on Au-
gust 12, 2025, as usual, saying that
the “grade will be based on the
question paper content com-
pleted.”

“We have decided to take
action for each of these syllabi/
components to maintain the integ-
rity and fairness of the assessment
for all candidates, and so that we
can award an overall syllabus
grade on our published results
days.

“Therefore, we have disre-
garded some questions from each
paper — we will award you full
marks for these questions,” it
added.

CB questions PTI's role in
seats case

NEWS DESK: An 11-member con-
stitutional bench (CB) of the Su-
preme Court, headed by Justice
Aminuddin Khan, on Wednesday
raised questions about the Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) becom-
ing a party to the reserved seats
review case.

Justice Shahid Bilal Hassan
told Salman Akram Raja, the law-
yer for PTI leader Kanwal
Shauzab, that he had joined the
proceedings of the main case in
the apex court as an intervener,
because the PTI was neither the
party to the case nor a respon-
dent.

Earlier, in his arguments, Raja
presented history of the case be-
fore the court. On that Justice
Khan said that the bench had a
decision before it that needed to
be reviewed. He asked Raja to
keep his arguments to that deci-
sion.

Raja said the deviation from
the Constitution started on De-
cember 22, 2023, when the Elec-
tion Commission of Pakistan gave
its decision against the intra-party
elections of the PTI. On January
13, the Supreme Court upheld the
ECP decision, he said.

After that decision, he con-
tinued, did some people submit

nomination papers in the general
elections as independent candi-
dates, because they feared that
their papers could be rejected. He
cited his own example that he sub-
mitted the PTI ticket but the ECP
returned it and declared him as an
independent.

He also cited the example of
the allotment of reserved seats to
the Balochistan Awami Party
(BAP) after 2018 elections. On that
Justice Khan raised the question
if the BAP got the seats, so the
Sunni Ittehad Council (SIC)
should also get the seats.

Raja replied that he was only
defending the apex court's deci-
sion of July 12, 2024, adding that
his point was to inform the court
about the circumstances that led
the PTI-backed Independent law-
makers to join the SIC.

Justice Mandokhail remarked
that there were six people from the
PTI in parliament. Justice Khan
asked Raja whether those six
people sought the reserved seats
from the ECP. Raja replied that the
ECP did not consider them as
PTI's lawmakers. Raja said that
there was a slight difference be-
tween the majority decision of
eight judges and the dissenting
notes of two judges.

Aseefa Bhutto Zardari for greater
investment in health, education sectors

Punjab CM says her full focus is on
providing free medical treatment to people



EDITORIAL Friday,May.20.202502

QUETTA VOICE
Editor: Asim Khan

Millions in Balochistan to Gain Flood Protection, Housing, and
Essential Services Through Major Resilience Drive

Syed Ali Shah:

H istoric Recovery

Effort in Balochistan
Balochistan is set

to witness a major
transformation as mil-
lions of residents
across 32 flood-af-
fected districts benefit
from new flood protec-
tion measures, housing
reconstruction, and the
restoration of essential
services. Over 2.7 mil-
lion people are ex-
pected to directly ben-
efit from the initiative,
with 1.8 million gaining
protection against fu-
ture floods and more
than 105,000 homes
being rebuilt for dis-
placed families.

The region, which
suffered devastating
losses during the 2022

floods, is now being
equipped with stronger,
climate-resilient infra-
structure designed to
withstand future disas-
ters.  Beyond rebuild-
ing homes and infra-
structure, the initiative
is restoring hope—se-
curing clean water,
healthcare, education,
and sustainable liveli-
hoods for communities
that were pushed into
extreme vulnerability.

Local officials
stress that the real suc-
cess will not be mea-
sured by the number
of projects completed,
but by the resilience of
families who will be
able to rebuild their
lives with dignity, secu-
rity, and opportunity.
“This is about making

sure that the people of
Balochistan never
again have to endure
the same level of dev-
astation,” a senior gov-
ernment representa-
tive said.

Building
Resilience, Not
Just Rebuilding

Rather than sim-
ply repairing what was
lost, the Integrated
Flood Resilience and
Adaptation Project
(IFRAP) focuses on
making Balochistan
stronger against future
climate shocks. Key
elements of the project
include constructing
resilient housing, build-
ing embankments and
flood channels, restor-
ing health and educa-

tion services, and sup-
porting farmers and
small businesses to re-
vive local economies.

Every project is
guided by community
input, ensuring that lo-
cal needs shape the
recovery.

By prioritizing
marginalized groups,
especially women and
vulnerable popula-
tions, IFRAP aims to
create an inclusive and
sustainable recovery.

A Lifeline for
Millions

In addition to
physical reconstruc-
tion, the project is im-
proving early warning
systems, providing bet-
ter water management
solutions, and investing

in skills development
programs so commu-
nities can respond
faster and better to
future disasters. Over
100,000 sub-projects
are being initiated to
address the diverse
needs of the flood-af-
fected population.

The ultimate goal
is to break the cycle of
destruction and vul-
nerability. Through
smart investments to-
day, Balochistan is
building a safer, more
prosperous tomorrow
for its people.

Officials empha-
size that the road to full
recovery will take time,
but the determination
to protect lives, liveli-
hoods, and dignity has
never been stronger.

Heatwave Threatens Lives and Crops in Balochistan
By Ghalib Nehad:

As temperatures

soar across Pakistan,
several districts of
Balochistan are brac-
ing for an intense
heatwave.

According to the
Balochistan Meteoro-
logical Department,
Sibi is expected to
record temperatures
as high as 47°C in the
coming days. Turbat
may reach 46°C,
Lasbela 44°C,
Nokundi 43°C,
Dalbandin 41°C, and
Quetta could experi-
ence highs of up to

35°C.
The Met Office

has issued heatwave
alerts for Sibi, Kachhi,
Sohbatpur, Lehri,
Naseerabad, Jhal
Magsi, Turbat,
Lasbela, Washuk,
Kharan, and Chaghi,
warning of dry and
extreme weather con-
ditions.

The heat is not
only endangering hu-
man health but also
threatening agricul-
tural productivity.
Khalid Hussain Bhat,
Chairman of the Farm-
ers’ Union, empha-

sized that extreme heat
severely impacts seed
survival and crop
growth.

He noted that
wheat yields, which
traditionally ranged
from 50-60 maunds
per acre, have dropped
significantly to 20-25
maunds due to milder
winters and erratic cli-
mate patterns.

Bhat also high-
lighted the critical situ-
ation in canal-fed farm-
ing areas where de-
clining water availabil-
ity has exacerbated the
risks. He urged the

government to intro-
duce heat-resistant
crop varieties to pre-
vent billions in agricul-
tural losses and poten-
tial food shortages.

Meanwhile, Dr.
Mahmood Ahmed
warned that rising tem-
peratures could lead to
an increase in heat-re-
lated illnesses. He ad-
vised citizens to stay
hydrated, avoid sun
exposure between 11
a.m. and 4 p.m., and
wear light-colored,
loose-fitting clothing.
Reducing meat con-
sumption and eating

more fruits and veg-
etables can also help
mitigate heat-related
risks.

Dr. Ahmed
stressed the impor-
tance of early action to
prevent heatstroke,
outlining symptoms
such as excessive
sweating, fatigue, diz-
ziness, nausea, rapid
heartbeat, and in se-
vere cases, uncon-
sciousness.

He urged both
public awareness and
government support to
manage the growing
threat effectively.

Quetta’s Traffic Chaos: Urgent Reforms Needed
to Fix the Crisis

Anjeela Kaynat:

Quetta, once a city

known for its peaceful
ambiance, now faces an
escalating traffic crisis.
Every day, thousands of
commuters endure
hours of gridlock, navi-
gating congested roads,
reckless drivers, and de-
teriorating infrastruc-
ture. From rickshaws and
motorcycles to private
cars, the overwhelming
number of vehicles
clogs major roads, while
encroachments and ille-
gal parking worsen the
situation.

The city’s transport
system is on the brink of
collapse, demanding im-
mediate intervention
from both authorities
and residents. This ar-
ticle explores the root
causes of Quetta’s traf-
fic woes, identifies the
most affected areas, and
outlines urgent solu-
tions to restore order to
the roads.

The Strain on
Quetta’s Road Infra-
structure

Quetta’s road net-
work, originally de-
signed during the colo-
nial era, was never in-
tended to accommodate
the city’s rapid popula-
tion growth and rising
number of vehicles. Al-
though the city was re-
built after the 1935 earth-
quake, its road capacity
has remained largely un-
changed, struggling to
support over 1.2 million
residents and the thou-
sands of vehicles added
each year.

Key roads such as
Jinnah Road, Sariab
Road, Liaquat Bazaar,
Masjid Road, and
Zarghoon Road have
become perpetual
bottlenecks, choked by
illegal encroachments,
unregulated parking,
and an ever-increasing
number of vehicles.
Without a structured ur-
ban transport model,
these roads remain
gridlocked, affecting
daily life and economic
activity.

Major Traffic Chal-
lenges in Quetta

Severe Congestion on
Key Roads

Traffic congestion

is worst in commercial
hubs such as Liaquat
Bazaar, Masjid Road,
Jinnah Road, and
Zarghoon Road, where
vehicles move at a
snail’s pace during peak
hours.

With no alternative
routes or bypasses, all
traffic is funneled
through these roads,
causing massive delays.
Key intersections, in-
cluding Balochistan Uni-
versity Chowk,

Meezan Chowk, and
Prince Road, frequently
experience severe traffic
jams.

The Surge of
Non-Custom Paid
(NCP) and Unreg-

istered Vehicles
The unchecked in-

flux of non-custom paid
(NCP) and unregistered
vehicles has com-
pounded the traffic cri-
sis.

A 2010 report esti-
mated over 50,000 NCP
vehicles on
Balochistan’s roads,
causing an annual rev-
enue loss of Rs 15 billion
to the national exche-
quer.

By 2024, this num-
ber has surged to nearly
80,000, with a significant
concentration in Quetta
(Excise and Taxation De-
partment, 2024).

Despite periodic
crackdowns, including
the 2023 seizure of 115
NCP vehicles worth Rs
982 million (ARY News,
2023),

enforcement efforts
have failed to stem the
tide. Quetta’s traffic po-
lice estimate that 40% of
vehicles in the city are
either unregistered or
NCP (Think Transporta-
tion, 2023), worsening
congestion and lawless-
ness on the roads.

Lack of a
Proper Public

Transport
System

Unlike other major
cities in Pakistan, Quetta
lacks an organized pub-
lic transport system.
With no buses or mass
transit options, resi-
dents rely on rickshaws,

motorcycles, and private
cars, further clogging the
roads. Over 50,000 rick-
shaws operate within the
city, creating congestion
in already packed areas
like Masjid Road and
Liaquat Bazaar (Traffic
Survey: Quetta Smart
and Safe City, 2023).

Although the gov-
ernment has revisited the
Quetta Mass Transit
Train project,

financial constraints
have delayed its execu-
tion, leaving residents
without an efficient alter-
native to private trans-
port.

Encroachments
and Illegal

Parking Worsen
Congestion
Unauthorized stalls

and illegal parking oc-
cupy nearly 30% of road
space in busy commer-
cial zones such as Prince
Road and Jinnah Road
(Think Transportation,
2023). Street vendors set
up shop on sidewalks,
forcing pedestrians onto
the roads, while shop-
keepers extend their busi-
nesses onto public
spaces, further restrict-
ing traffic flow.

Deteriorating
Road Conditions

Over 60% of
Quetta’s roads are in dis-
repair, riddled with pot-
holes, cracks, and poor
drainage systems
(INRIX, 2024). Roads
such as Joint Road,
Sariab Road,

Sabzal Road, and
Nawa Killi are among the
worst affected. During
rainfall, flooding exacer-
bates the problem, mak-
ing navigation nearly im-
possible.

A tragic reminder of
Balochistan’s road infra-
structure crisis occurred
in 2024, when a bus
plunged into a ravine in
Washuk district due to
poor road conditions.
Despite promises of road
improvements, delays in
infrastructure projects
continue to endanger
commuters.

Weak Traffic
Management and

Enforcement

A lack of proper
traffic regulation has led
to frequent violations,
reckless driving, and ris-
ing accidents.

With an inadequate
number of traffic police
officers on the roads,
many drivers ignore ba-
sic rules—running red
lights, driving on the
wrong side, and engag-
ing in dangerous ma-
neuvers.

Although the
Balochistan government
announced plans to
build flyovers and un-
derpasses in 2024 to
ease congestion, finan-
cial setbacks have
stalled these projects
(Balochistan Express,
2024).

Practical
 Solutions to
Fix Quetta’s
Traffic Woes

To address Quetta’s
worsening traffic crisis,
a multi-faceted approach
is needed, combining
road expansion, better
enforcement, and public
transport development.
Here are some key solu-
tions:

1. Road
Expansion and
Maintenance

• Widen key roads
such as Masjid Road,
Jinnah Road, and
Zarghoon Road to ac-
commodate growing traf-
fic.

• Improve drainage
systems to prevent road
damage and flooding.

2. Regulating Non-
Custom Paid Vehicles

• Enforce stricter
measures to curb the in-
flux of NCP vehicles.

• Introduce policies
to register or phase out
unregistered vehicles.

3. Establishing a
Public Transport System

• Launch a city bus
service to provide an af-
fordable alternative to
private cars.

• Develop dedi-
cated bus lanes to im-
prove efficiency and re-
duce congestion.

4. Regulating Rick-
shaws and Motorcycles

• Implement route-
based restrictions for
rickshaws to prevent

congestion in commer-
cial hubs.

• Create designated
parking areas for rick-
shaws and motorcycles.

5.  Strengthening
Traffic Law Enforcement

• Deploy more traf-
fic police officers to en-
sure compliance with
traffic rules.

• Impose heavier
fines and penalties on
reckless drivers.

6. Removing En-
croachments and Illegal
Parking

• Conduct regular
operations to clear roads
of unauthorized stalls
and illegally parked ve-
hicles.

• Establish alterna-
tive vending zones to
prevent the return of
street vendors.

7. Traffic Awareness
and Public Education

• Launch awareness
campaigns to educate
citizens on traffic rules
and road safety.

• Integrate basic traf-
fic education into school
curriculums to instill dis-
cipline in future genera-
tions.

Call to Action:
A Collective

Responsibility
Every day, Quetta’s

residents face the frus-
tration of endless traffic
jams, reckless drivers,
and poorly managed
roads.

Yet, the problem
persists—not just be-
cause of weak gover-
nance,

 but because of col-
lective negligence.

Authorit ies must
act swiftly to expand
roads, enforce traffic
laws, and implement
public transport reforms.
Citizens, too, have a role
to play—by obeying traf-
fic rules,  avoiding ille-
gal parking, and discour-
aging encroachments.
Without a united effort,
Quetta’s traffic woes will
only worsen,

jeopardizing the
city’s economy, safety,
and quality of life.

Quetta stands at a
turning point. The time
to act is now—before
the crisis spirals beyond
control.

Hayat Khan Achakzai:
Strengthening PPP’s

Presence in Balochistan
By Bashir Nichari:

The Pakistan

Peoples Party (PPP)
continues to champion
democracy and public
rights, with Hayat
Khan Achakzai
emerging as a key
leader in
Balochistan. His re-
lentless commitment
and strategic efforts
are solidifying the
party’s influence in the
province.

Commitment to
Public Service
Since the begin-

ning of his political ca-
reer,

Achakzai has pri-
oritized addressing the
pressing issues of
Balochistan.

His steadfast sup-

port for the PPP and
its mission has rein-
forced the party’s
grassroots connec-
tions.
Amplifying PPP’s

Message Through
Media

In a region where
political narratives of-
ten go unheard,
Achakzai has played a
crucial role in lever-
aging media to extend
PPP’s reach.

As a media coor-
dinator, he has en-
sured that the party’s
ideology resonates
with the public, further
strengthening its posi-
tion.
A Leader Shaping

the Future
Looking ahead,

Achakzai is actively
working to enhance
the party’s appeal, par-
ticularly among the
youth.

 His leadership is
driving PPP towards a
more organized and
dynamic political pres-
ence in Balochistan.

A Key Pillar for
PPP’s Growth
Hayat Khan

Achakzai’s continued
dedication and strate-
gic vision are instru-
mental in fortifying
PPP’s standing in
Balochistan. His lead-
ership ensures that the
party remains a formi-
dable force advocating
for democracy and
public rights in the
province.

Addressing Poverty and Inequality:
A Call for Sincere Leadership

and Perpetual Reforms
By Amjad Rashid:

Poverty and inequality,

much like man-made di-
sasters, afflict societies
worldwide, including Pa-
kistan. These are not
natural phenomena but
rather systemic issues
rooted in human actions
and policies. To eradi-
cate this disease, na-
tional governments must
craft comprehensive
strategies aimed at safe-
guarding future genera-
tions from its scourge.

In Pakistan, the
onus lies heavily on our
political elite, spanning
all parties, to recognize
the gravity of the situa-
tion and redirect their ef-
forts towards combating
this man-made affliction.
Without a collective
awakening and a shift in
approach, the cure will
remain elusive. More-
over, at the international
level, institutions such
as the IMF, World Bank,
and the UN must priori-
tize social and cultural
rights over neoliberal
agendas, especially as
the global order under-
goes significant decay.

The challenges of
poverty alleviation, mal-
nutri tion, stunted
growth, inadequate sani-
tation, and unemploy-

ment are pervasive
across South Asia and
Africa. Collaborative ef-
forts between these re-
gions,

bolstered by part-
nerships with nations
like China, hold promise
in addressing these is-
sues. However, reliance
on the failing neoliberal
order is futile; instead, a
paradigm shift towards
sustainable solutions is
imperative.

In Pakistan, the es-
tablishment of robust
local governance struc-
tures with financial de-
centralization is para-
mount. Political elites
possess a window of
opportunity to empower
local bodies and enact
pro-poor policies. The
Chinese model serves as
a beacon of inspiration,
demonstrating the effi-
cacy of such strategies
when implemented ef-
fectively.

Regional connec-
tivity, underpinned by a
long-term vision,
emerges as a viable so-
lution.

It  necessitates
moving beyond the ro-
manticized notions of
democracy and social-
ism towards pragmatic
approaches that address

our unique challenges.
Special economic

zones, coupled with ini-
tiatives for youth devel-
opment and the expan-
sion of remittances, offer
short-term relief while
perpetuating reforms to
broaden the tax base and
reduce dependency on
electoral politics.

South Asia, in par-
ticular, requires a con-
certed effort towards re-
gional connectivity, re-
source exploration, har-
nessing youth potential,
and fostering transpar-
ent governance free from
corruption. The path for-
ward does not demand
extraordinary intellect
but rather sincere leader-
ship committed to imple-
menting existing solu-
tions.

The concept of Ba-
sic Democracy warrants
reevaluation, with a fo-
cus on strengthening lo-
cal bodies to eradicate
poverty and pursue en-
during prosperity
through perpetual re-
forms.

It is incumbent upon
all stakeholders respon-
sible for the nation’s de-
velopment to prioritize
this agenda and steer
Pakistan towards a
brighter future.

Balochistan’s Rs250 Billion Federal
Allocation Must Drive Inclusive,

Transparent Infrastructure Development
Editorial:

The federal government’s allocation of Rs250 billion for Balochistan in the
upcoming Public Sector Development Programme (PSDP) is a significant step
that, if properly implemented, can transform the province’s economic future.
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s announcement at the Balochistan Grand Tribal
Jirga in Quetta reflects a welcome shift toward prioritizing infrastructure in-
vestment, socio-economic development, and regional connectivity in a prov-
ince often overlooked.

However, we emphasize that this federal funding must be utilized for high-
impact, long-term infrastructure projects — not short-term political schemes
or small-scale, non-transparent initiatives. Balochistan requires mega projects
that foster job creation, enhance public health systems, modernize education
infrastructure, and develop transportation networks to uplift the Human De-
velopment Index (HDI) of the province.

For maximum return on investment and to ensure value for taxpayer money,
funds must be directed toward projects like the dualization of the Quetta-
Karachi Highway, smart road infrastructure, clean drinking water systems,
renewable energy integration, and digital education access. These projects
not only promote regional growth but also boost national economic indicators
and reduce rural-urban disparities.

From a public finance and fiscal policy standpoint, transparency and
accountability mechanisms must be enforced. We urge the government to
establish an independent monitoring authority to ensure that every rupee is
spent efficiently. Government transparency, financial accountability, and pub-
lic-private partnerships should guide the implementation process to avoid
corruption and misuse of development funds.

This is not just an economic opportunity; it is a national security impera-
tive. Without addressing the root causes of underdevelopment — poverty,
unemployment, and lack of education — extremism, insurgency, and foreign-
sponsored sabotage will continue to find fertile ground. National security,
economic resilience, and social cohesion are directly tied to how well we in-
vest in the country’s largest and most resource-rich province.

As a platform committed to investigative journalism, public interest re-
porting, and development policy, we insist that there be no individual projects,
no ghost schemes, and no politically motivated allocations. Only inclusive
economic development, guided by data-driven planning and evidence-based
policy, can deliver the sustainable growth Balochistan needs.

This is a defining moment. The Rs250 billion fund should not be another
missed opportunity. It must become the foundation for a new era of economic
empowerment, smart city development, and infrastructure modernization in
Balochistan. This will not only enhance the province’s GDP contribution, but
also attract foreign direct investment (FDI), boost e-commerce logistics, and
reduce the digital and physical divide that isolates communities.

We call on the federal and provincial governments to act decisively, inclu-
sively, and transparently. This is about nation-building, not narrow interests.
The people of Balochistan deserve no less.
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India using sexual violence as tool to suppress
Kashmiris’ political demand

Tripartite dialogue way forward to resolve
Kashmir dispute: GA Gulzar

State Life Insurance Corporation (SLIC)
conducts safety awareness drill

Aseefa Bhutto Zardari for greater
investment in health, education sectors

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): Molestation
and disgrace of
women are brutal
weapons of war used
by Indian establish-
ment to crush genuine
struggle for freedom
in Indian illegally oc-
cupied Jammu and
Kashmir.

A report released
by Kashmir Media
Service on the occa-
sion of International
Day for the Elimina-
tion of Sexual Vio-
lence in Conflict, to-
day, revealed that In-
dian forces’ personnel
have sexually as-
saulted over 11,267
women during the
past 37 years in the
occupied territory

Rape, molestation
and harassment have
become a military tac-

tic of Indian forces to
weaponize sexual vio-
lence and terrorize and
humiliate Kashmiris in
the internationally-rec-
ognized disputed terri-
tory of IIOJK.
Kashmiri women are
the worst victims of
Indian occupation and
Indian forces are using
atrocities as a weapon
to suppress the
Kashmiris’ righteous
political demand of
right to self-determina-
tion. The report cited
the tragic incidents of
Kunanposhpora mass
rape, Shopian double
rape and murder, and
rape and murder of a
minor girl in Kathua  to
have said that India
have been deliberately
targeting Kashmiri
women during the past
37 years to break the

Kashmiris’ will for
freedom.

Around a hundred
women were gang-
raped by Indian troops
during a cordon and
search operation in
Kunanposhpora area
of Kupwara district
on the night of Febru-
ary 23, 1991. Two fe-
males, Aasiya and
Neelofar of Shopian,
were abducted by In-
dian men in uniform on
May 29, 2009, gang-
raped and subse-
quently killed in cus-
tody. Their bodies
were recovered from
a shallow stream in
the area the next
morning.

An 8-year-old
Muslim girl, Aasifa
Bano was repeatedly
gang raped by Indian
policemen and

Hindutva activists in
Kathua area of Jammu
region in January 2018.
The report maintained
that so far not single
Indian forces’ person-
nel involved in such
heinous crimes in the
occupied territory had
been punished.  It
pointed out that
Kashmiris would never
forget the horrific inci-
dents of mass rapes in
IIOJK.  Besides, over
three dozen women in-
cluding popular
Kashmiri women
leader Syeda Aasiya
Andarbi, Fahmeeda
Sofi and Nahida
Nasreen are facing il-
legal detentions since
long time in jails of In-
dia and IIOJK in fabri-
cated cases for their
just demand of right to
self-determination.

SRINAGAR (INP):
The Indian militaristic
approach and might is
right policy has failed
in Kashmir; now it
should shun its obdu-
racy and start mean-
ingful, result-oriented,
and time-bound dia-
logue for the durable
peace in the region.

According to
Kashmir Media Ser-
vice, this was stated
by APHC senior vice
chairman Ghulam
Ahmed Gulzar in a
statement in Srinagar.
He said that India has
exhausted its oppres-
sive methods and con-
spiracies to crush
Kashmiris' struggle
for the right to self-
determination, but has
miserably failed.
Kashmiris

have proved that
their spirit and passion
for freedom are invin-

cible, and they will
never bow down be-
fore oppression and
will never accept In-
dian hegemony.

Expressing grave
concern over the de-
ployment of more
troops under the cover
of the security of
Amarnath Yatra,
APHC vice chairman
said that India has al-
ready turned Kashmir
into the most militarized
area of the world, and
the deployment of ad-
ditional troops reflects
its desperation and
frustration.

He also con-
demned the current
wave of arrest spree
and said that Indian
forces have arrested
nearly 3 thousand
Kashmiris since the
Pahlgam episode.

Expressing deep
concern over the con-

tinued detention of po-
litical prisoners, he
said that hundreds of
Kashmiris, including
APHC leaders, hu-
man rights activists,
journalists, ordinary
youth, and women,
have been put behind
bars under concocted
cases. These detain-
ees are treated
harshly by Indian au-
thorities and are de-
prived of all basic
health facilities.

Ghulam Ahmad
Gulzar saluted the
courage of prisoners
and said that they are
heroes of the freedom
movement, and their
sacrifices will never
go to waste. He fur-
ther stated that cordon
and search operations
and vandalizing of
household goods, and
confiscation of prop-
erties have become

major elements of In-
dian state terrorism in
the disputed territory.

APHC leader said
that Indian probe agen-
cies like NIA, SIA and
ED are round the
clock criminalizing and
brutalizing Kashmiris
with the intention to in-
timidate and force them
into submission. He
stated that these agen-
cies have made the
lives of ordinary people
a living hell.

While paying great
tributes to valiant
Kashmiris for their
steadfastness and
courage, APHC leader
said that the unarmed
but brave Kashmiri
people have defeated
the world's 6th largest
power and forced them
to lick dust. India has
deployed over one mil-
lion trigger-happy
troops in the territory.

10th wave of Iranian missile strikes
hits targets in Israel

TEHRAN (INP):  The
Iranian armed forces on
Tuesday launched a
fresh round of missile
and drone strikes target-
ing what it called Israeli
regime positions in the
occupied Palestinian
territories, marking the
tenth wave of attacks
since hostilities began.

According to Ira-
nian state media, the
strikes were carried out
from various regions
across the country and
triggered air raid sirens
in multiple locations
within the occupied ter-
ritories.

Initial reports indi-
cated significant damage
in some areas, though
Israeli authorities had
yet to release an official

statement at the time of
filing.

Earlier on Tuesday,
Iran reportedly used
cruise missiles for the
first time since the start
of its military confronta-
tion with Israel, targeting
the Weizmann Institute
of Science in Rehovot,
located in central Israel.
Local Iranian sources
claimed the strike in-
flicted considerable dam-
age on the research facil-
ity. The escalation comes
amid rising tensions be-
tween the two arch-foes,
following weeks of tit-
for-tat attacks in the re-
gion.  In a statement
broadcast by Iran’s Press
TV, Major General
Seyyed Abdolrahim
Mousavi, Chief of Staff

of the Iranian Armed
Forces, said the attacks
so far had served as a
“deterrent warning,”
adding that a more force-
ful “punitive operation”
would soon be carried
out. “The operations
carried out so far have
been a warning for de-
terrence – the punitive
operation will be ex-
ecuted soon,” Mousavi
stated.

Separately, Tehran
also lashed out at the
European Union, accus-
ing the bloc of siding
with Israel in the ongo-
ing conflict. The remarks
came after EU foreign
policy chief Kaja Kallas
expressed concerns
about Iran’s nuclear
programme. Responding

in a post on social media
platform X (formerly Twit-
ter), Iranian Foreign Min-
istry spokesperson
Esmail Baghaei accused
Kallas of acting as an
“apologist” for Israel.

“How can you ex-
press concern over Iran’s
peaceful programme that
is under the most robust
IAEA inspections and
ignore the fact that the
Israeli regime has a huge
arsenal of nuclear weap-
ons?” Baghaei asked.

Reiterating Iran’s
position, he said Tehran
has never pursued
nuclear weapons and
continues to abide by the
Treaty on the Non-Pro-
liferation of Nuclear
Weapons (NPT),  of
which it is a signatory.

Dr Fai laments G7 failure
to confront Modi’s record

on human rights

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): Aseefa Bhutto
Zardari on Thursday
called for a national
education emergency,
highlighting the critical
need for greater in-
vestment in health,
education, and human
capital in light of es-
calating public hard-
ships. Participating in
the ongoing budget
debate in the National
Assembly, she under-
scored the importance
of a pro-poor and pro-
women budget, advo-

cating for meaningful
measures to empower
women across the
country. Aseefa Bhutto
Zardari stressed that
Pakistan needs a bud-
get that is progressive,
centered on the people,
and safeguards the
most vulnerable seg-
ments of society.

She voiced strong
opposition to the pro-
posed General Sales
Tax (GST) on solar
panels, warning that it
could hamper efforts to
tackle the country’s

worsening energy cri-
sis. Citing statistics,
she noted that 56 mil-
lion Pakistanis still
lack access to elec-
tricity, while residents
in her own constitu-
ency endure up to 15
hours of loadshedding
daily.

Aseefa Bhutto
Zardari welcomed the
21% increase in the
Benazir Income Sup-
port Programme
(BISP) budget, calling
for its expansion to in-
clude female literacy

and health insurance.
She described BISP as
Asia’s largest social
safety net, supporting
nearly half of
Pakistan’s population.

Aseefa Bhutto
Zardari also praised
PPP Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari for ef-
fectively advocating
Pakistan’s interests on
the international stage
and lauded the Sindh
government for con-
structing 2.1 million
flood-resistant houses
across the province.

DERA ISMAIL KHAN
(INP): The State Life In-
surance Corporation
(SLIC) of Pakistan, in
collaboration with the
Civil Defense Depart-
ment Dera, conducted a
safety awareness drill
session here at the State
Life Building Dera Ismail
Khan.

The session, orga-
nized in line with the vi-
sion of the SLIC Chair-
man Shoaib Javed
Hussain, was aimed to
equip the State Life staff
and building tenants
with preparedness skills

for emergencies such as
natural disasters and
other incidents.

The event, orga-
nized under the guidance
of Executive Director Real
Estate Abdul Shakoor
Sheikh,

Chief Engineer
Imranul Haq Usmani, Di-
visional Head Real Estate
Kashif Rasheed, and
Incharge Real Estate
Peshawar Jahangir Khan,
was supervised locally
by Building Incharge
Muhammad Sajid.

Addressing the par-
ticipants, Muhammad

Sajid emphasized that
State Life is not only
committed to securing
lives through life, health,
and accident insurance
policies, but also to en-
suring the safety and
well-being of its infra-
structure and associ-
ated personnel.

District Officer Civil
Defense Asmatullah
Mehsud led a team of
trainers, including
Alamgir Khan,
Muhammad Qadeer,
Ahsan Imdad, and
Rajab Ali, who provided
hands-on training to the

participants.
The participants

were trained in fire re-
sponse and evacuation
procedures,

earthquake safety
measures, basic first aid,
and the proper use of
emergency alarms and
fire extinguishers.

The attendees ex-
pressed appreciation for
the proactive approach
of State Life's leadership
and lauded the efforts of
Chairman Shoaib Javed
Hussain and his team for
promoting a culture of
safety and preparedness.

ISLAMABAD:  British  High Commissioner Jane Marriott  called on Speaker National Assembly
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq at Parliament House.

PESHAWAR: Subject Specialists Association KPK hold protest outside Peshawar Press Club (PPC).

ISLAMABAD:  Special Assistant to the Prime Minister (SAPM) Haroon Akhtar Khan Unveils
Pakistan’s NEV Policy 2025–30, in a press conference.

ST. PETERSBURG: Federal Minister for Energy Ali Pervaiz Malik hale d ameetinh wuith Minister of
Energy of Russia Sergei Tsivilev.

WASHINGTON (INP):
The 51st G7 Summit,
hosted in Kananaskis,
Alberta this June,
brought together the
leaders of the world’s
most powerful democra-
cies.  Among the invited
guests was Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
— a leader whose gov-
ernment stands credibly
accused of transnational
repression and foreign
interference, including
within the very borders
of the host country.
Prime Minister Mark
Carney, in his conclud-
ing statement, affirmed
that “The G7 Leaders
underscored their re-

solve to ensure the safety
and security of commu-
nities. They condemned
foreign interference, un-
derlining the unaccept-
able threat of
transnational repression
to rights and freedoms,
national security and
state sovereignty.” But
that declaration rang hol-
low with the presence of
Narendra Modi, whose
record directly contra-
dicts those principles.
Dylan Robertson of The
Canadian Press reported
that Canadian intelli-
gence officials have long
identified Modi’s govern-
ment as a key perpetrator
of foreign interference.
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US President Donald Trump Hosts Pakistan

Army Chief Asim Munir at White House,
Praises Role in Regional Stability

Monitoring Desk:
WASHINGTON D.C : In a high-
profile diplomatic engagement, US
President Donald Trump hosted
Pakistan’s Chief of Army Staff,
Field Marshal Asim Munir, at a
luncheon held in his honour at the
White House, marking a rare and
significant meeting between the
head of Pakistan’s military and a
US president.

Addressing the media follow-
ing the meeting on Thursday,
Trump expressed his appreciation
for General Munir’s efforts in pre-
venting further escalation be-
tween Pakistan and India, two
nuclear-armed neighbours that
recently faced heightened ten-
sions.

“It was a true honour to meet
Asim Munir,” Trump stated. “I
invited him here to personally
thank him for playing a key role in
avoiding a war. His efforts toward
securing a ceasefire deserve glo-
bal recognition.”

The meeting comes amid re-
newed diplomatic backchannel
efforts to ease friction in South
Asia. Trump emphasized the criti-
cal importance of restraint and dia-
logue between Islamabad and
New Delhi, both of which possess
nuclear capabilities. He also high-
lighted the possibility of a future
trade agreement with Pakistan,
adding that diplomatic ties be-
tween the countries remain sig-
nificant.

“I stopped a war,” Trump told

reporters. “I admire Pakistan and
its leadership. I also spoke to
Prime Minister Modi recently—
he’s a great leader. We’re working
toward a trade deal with India, and
Pakistan is also part of the broader
peace efforts.”

Trump credited both General
Munir and Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for contributing
to de-escalation during the recent
standoff. “Both sides were ready
for conflict,” Trump said. “It was
through leadership like Munir’s
on the Pakistan side and Modi’s
in India that we managed to halt
it . It  could have been cata-
strophic.”

In what is being seen as a
notable diplomatic development,
the meeting focused not just on

South Asia but also on broader
geopolitical issues. Trump re-
vealed that Iran was also dis-
cussed, with General Munir align-
ing with U.S. concerns on
Tehran’s regional activities.

“Pakistan understands the
situation in Iran better than most,”
Trump remarked. “And they’re
not pleased with what’s happen-
ing there either.”

The luncheon and one-on-
one dialogue underscore the stra-
tegic relevance of Pakistan’s mili-
tary leadership in regional secu-
rity affairs, and signal a renewed
interest from Washington in
strengthening security and trade
relations with Pakistan, indepen-
dent of formal state visits involv-
ing civilian leaders.

Privatization Commissio (PC) decides to
extend deadline for PIA bids

Abbasi holds Khuli Kacheri, issued directives for
immediate resolution of public issues

Punjab CM says her full
focus is on providing free

medical treatment to people

Seminar in Muzaffarabad explores Asia’s
evolving security landscape post-Pahalgam

PM Shebaz directs to finalize industrial
policy at the earliest

Pakistan urges UN to immediatelystop
 aggression against Israel, hold

aggressor accountable for its actions
ISLAMABAD (INP): Strongly
condemning the unjustified and
illegitimate aggression by Israel
against Iran, Pakistan on Thurs-
day urged the international com-
munity and the United Nations to
bear the responsibility to uphold
international law, stop this ag-
gression immediately, and hold the
aggressor accountable for its ac-
tions. “The Israeli military strikes
violate the sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity of Iran and clearly
contravene the UN Charter and
fundamental principles of interna-
tional law. Iran has a right to self-
defense under Article 51 of the UN
Charter, Foreign Office spokes-
person Shafqat Ali Khan said in
his weekly press briefing.

He said Pakistan stood in
resolute solidarity with the people
of Iran and unequivocally de-
nounced these blatant provoca-
tions, which constituted a grave
danger and a serious threat to the
peace, security, and stability of the
entire region and beyond, with
serious implications.

The FO Spokesperson high-
lighted that in light of the rapidly
evolving regional developments
and the unprecedented escalation

of tensions in the Middle East,
particularly owing to the ongoing
military aggression of Israel
against Iran, the foreign ministers
of the People’s Democratic Re-
public of Algeria, the Kingdom of
Bahrain, Brunei Darussalam, the
Republic of Chad, the Union of
the Comoros, the Republic of
Djibouti, the Arab Republic of
Egypt, the Republic of Iraq, the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan,
the State of Kuwait, the State of
Libya, the Islamic Republic of
Mauritania, the Islamic Republic
of Pakistan, the State of Qatar, the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the Fed-
eral Republic of Somalia, the Re-
public of Sudan, the Republic of
Turkey, the Sultanate of Oman,
and the United Arab Emirates cat-
egorically rejected and con-
demned Israel’s recent attacks on
Iran since June 13, 2025, while
emphasizing the necessity of re-
specting the sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity of states, adher-
ing to principles of good neigh-
borliness, and the peaceful settle-
ment of disputes.

He said that Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister
Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar

held telephonic conversations
with the foreign ministers of Iran,
Sayyid Abbas Araghchi; Turkiye,
Hakan Fidan; Egypt; Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign Min-
ister of the UAE, Sheikh Abdullah
bin Zayed Al Nahyan; and UK
Foreign Secretary, David Lammy.

The leaders expressed deep
concern over the deteriorating re-
gional situation. They reaffirmed
their commitment to work closely
for maintaining peace and stabil-
ity in the region and beyond. The
deputy PM highlighted the seri-
ous threats to peace and stability
in the region stemming from
Israel’s unjustified attacks on Iran.
Leaders stressed the need to de-
fuse tensions and prevent further
escalation.

Meanwhile, Shafqat Ali Khan
informed that Foreign Secretary
Ambassador Amna Baloch inau-
gurated the regional consulta-
tions on responsible AI in the mili-
tary domain in Islamabad on June
17, 2025. In her keynote remarks,
the Foreign Secretary, inter alia,
underscored that military AI is
transforming warfare, but legal
and political frameworks are lag-
ging behind.

RAWALPINDI (INP): Minis-
ter for Railways Muhammad
Hanif Abbasi on Thursday held
a Khuli Kacheri (open court)
here at the Muslim League
House on Iqbal Road, and is-
sued directives for immediate
resolution of public issues.

The residents of union
councils 15 to 20, along with
the UC chairmen, participated
in the open court and raised
problems mostly about gas,
water, electricity, sanitation and
sewage. The public specifically

demanded that the narrow and
dilapidated streets should be
paved. Hanif Abbasi listened
to the public issues and issued
instructions to the relevant in-
stitutions for their resolution.

He directed that old and
worn-out electric wires should
be replaced immediately. Simi-
larly, he instructed that narrow
streets should be cemented,
besides repairing of dilapidated
roads.

He also ordered urgent
measures for improving the

sewerage system.
The minister said the pub-

lic had given him the mandate
to serve them and directed the
officers concerned to resolve
the public problems within the
stipulated time and submit re-
ports to him in that regard.

He said serving the people
was the top priority of Paki-
stan Muslim League-Nawaz.

The people on the occa-
sion thanked the minister for
issuing directives for the reso-
lution of their issues.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Privatization Commission of Paki-
stan has decided not to extend the
deadline for submitting bids for
the privatization of Pakistan In-
ternational Airlines (PIA).

The commission has decided
to keep  final date set for June 19,
2025, according to an official state-
ment. The Privatization Commis-
sion of Pakistan has received Ex-
pressions of Interest (EOIs) from

eight companies for PIA’s
privatization. As of now, applica-
tions from five companies have
been submitted, the statement
added. This development follows
the government’s renewed push
to privatize the national flag car-
rier. The privatization (PIA) is
likely to complete by November
2025, According to sources, the
government of Pakistan is plan-
ning to sell fifty percent shares of

the national airline. Sources fur-
ther revealed that domestic and
international groups have shown
interest in buying PIA shares.

Read more: Govt moves
ahead with PIA privatization, is-
sues official advertisement

It is important to mention here
that the value of Class B shares
of Pakistan International Airlines
(PIA) Holding Company wit-
nessed an extraordinary increase.

MUZAFFARABAD (INP):
Speakers at a seminar in
Muzaffarabad examined
Asia’s shifting security dynam-
ics in the aftermath of the
Pahalgam incident, calling for
greater regional cooperation
and sustained academic-policy
dialogue to address emerging
security challenges in South
Asia.

The seminar titled “Post-
Pahalgam: Where Asia’s Se-
curity Debate Is Headed Next”
was organized by the Asian
Resource Forum Kashmir
(ARFK), in collaboration with
the Scholars Foundation, and
held at KIMS, Muzaffarabad.
Zaheer Ahmed Qureshi, Se-
nior Member Board of Rev-
enue (SMBR), AJK, was the
chief guest. The seminar

brought together prominent
figures from academia, civil
society, media, and policy think
tanks to assess how the
Pahalgam incident has re-
shaped the regional security
discourse and diplomatic pri-
orities across Asia.

The event commenced
with opening remarks by Syed
Iftikhar Hussain Kazmi, Chair-
man of the Scholars Founda-
tion, followed by Dr. Abida
Rafique, Chairperson ARFK,
who highlighted the signifi-
cance of inclusive regional
engagement in shaping secu-
rity narratives.

In his address, Zaheer
Ahmed Qureshi emphasized
the importance of bridging the
gap between academia and
policymaking to formulate in-

formed regional strategies in
response to new and evolving
challenges.

APHC-AJK leader
Shamim Shawl delivered the
keynote address, underlining
the critical role of women's
grassroots leadership and their
resilience in Kashmir’s ongo-
ing resistance movement.

Dr. Asma Shakir Khawaja,
Chairperson of CISS AJK, pro-
vided a comprehensive analy-
sis of how the Pahalgam inci-
dent triggered geopolitical
recalibrations spanning South,
Central, and East Asia.

Naila Altaf Kiani, a media
expert, discussed the influence
of media framing and
disinformation on public per-
ception in the post-Pahalgam
environment.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Prime
Minister (PM) Shehbaz Sharif
on Thursday directed to final-
ize the industrial policy at the
earliest to increase production
and provide sustainable solu-
tions to the challenges faced by
industries.

He also issued directions
to the relevant authorities that
the industrial policy be finalized
in consultation with all relevant
stakeholders.

Describing the industrial
sector as the backbone of the
country’s exports, the Prime
Minister stressed that the de-
velopment of industries is es-
sential to achieving export-led

economic growth.
Chairing a meeting on the

promotion of the Industrial
sector, the prime minister un-
derscored that equipping local
industries with a skilled
workforce and modern tech-
nology to international stan-
dards was the government’s
top priority.

“Investment in the coun-
try will be promoted through
tariff rationalization,” the prime
minister said, adding that “Un-
certain industrial policies have
hindered industrial growth.
Through an effective policy,
we will take industrial devel-
opment to new heights”.

The recent economic poli-
cies, he said, were formulated
keeping in view the develop-
ment of the country’s industrial
sector.

During the meeting, rec-
ommendations for the develop-
ment of national industries
were presented to the Prime
Minister.

He was informed that the
manufacturing sector of the
country will be revived through
an effective industrial policy.

The meeting was attended
by Minister for Economic Af-
fairs Ahad Khan Cheema, Spe-
cial Assistant Haroon Akhtar
and other relevant high officials.

LAHORE (INP): PunjabChief Min-
ister Maryam Nawaz Sharif has
said that improvements are under-
way in the healthcare sector and
that her full focus is on providing
free medical treatment to the
people. The Clinics on Wheels are
now ready to serve all districts
and urban areas of the province.

The Punjab government has
achieved another milestone in the
health sector. CM Maryam Sharif
inaugurated the second phase of
the Clinics on Wheels project. She
inspected the mobile clinics and
handed over keys of new vehicles
to doctors.

Addressing the ceremony,
Maryam Nawaz Sharif said that
her primary focus is to ensure free
healthcare access to the public.

Medicines for cancer, hepa-
titis, and cardiac patients are now
being delivered directly to their
homes. These mobile clinics will
now be available across all dis-
tricts and urban areas of Punjab.
“My dream of delivering people’s
rights to their doorstep is becom-
ing a reality,” she added.

Commending Health Minister
Imran Nazir, the Health Secretary,
and the Primary Health Depart-
ment, Maryam Nawaz stated that
this success would not have been
possible without their dedicated
team. A few months ago, there
were 245 Clinic on Wheels ve-

hicles, and that number has since
increased. These vehicles can
easily reach into streets and
neighborhoods.

The CM further shared that
these mobile clinics are fully air-
conditioned and serve as mov-
ing mini-operating theatres. Over
the past year alone, these clinics
have treated 10 million people,
with over 45,000 patients benefit-
ting daily. She also noted that
Mayo Hospital now offers excel-
lent treatment facilities.

She said that significant
work in the healthcare sector was
carried out during the tenures of
Nawaz Sharif and Shahbaz Sharif.

However, there came a time
when even basic healthcare was
out of reach for the public. Over
the past four years, the people
suffered greatly, and no one lis-
tened to their plight. She
emphasizsed her commitment to
taking every possible step for
public welfare.

She added that all govern-
ment hospitals will now provide
free medicines, for which the gov-
ernment has allocated a fund of
Rs. 100 billion. Gradually, condi-
tions in public hospitals are im-
proving. The Clinics on Wheels
initiative will also be further ex-
panded to ensure every citizen
has access to healthcare at their
doorstep.

Saif asks federal
govt to release

Rs267bn for merged
tribal districts

PESHAWAR (INP): Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa's Adviser on Infor-
mation, Barrister Dr. Saif, has urged
the federal government to imme-
diately release the remaining Rs.
267 billion out of the Rs. 350 bil-
lion allocated under the National
Finance Commission (NFC) award
for the merged tribal districts.

He accused the federal gov-
ernment of deliberately delaying
the disbursement, which he said
is severely hampering the devel-
opment of the former tribal areas.
Saif stated that for the fiscal year
2024–25, the federal government
had allocated Rs. 350 billion for the
merged districts, but only Rs. 83
billion have been released in the
past 10 months, leaving Rs. 267
billion still pending.

He emphasised that the de-
velopment and integration of the
merged districts into the national
mainstream is a shared responsi-
bility, but the federal government’s
lack of seriousness is putting this
sensitive national issue at risk. He
warned that withholding funds for
the merged areas is tantamount to
fueling terrorism. “Unless devel-
opment projects are initiated in
these regions, the dream of elimi-
nating terrorism cannot be
realised,” he added. Saif strongly
urged the federal government to
immediately transfer all NFC-allo-
cated funds to the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa government.

ISLAMABAD:  Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a review meeting on Jinnah Medi-
cal Complex and Research Centre.

ISLAMABAD:  Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister, Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar chairing
a high-level meeting to discuss challenges facing the power sector.

ISLAMABAD:  Ambassador of Uzbekistan, Alisher Tukhtaev,  calle don Federal Minister for Mari-
time Affairs Muhammad Junaid Anwar Chaudhry.


