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1,814 Pakistani Citizens Return from Iran via Taftan Border Amid
Escalating Regional Tensions

Riaz Baloch'
H A
BALOCHISTAN Amld lhe
rising political and security in-
stability in Iran, a significant
number of Pakistani nationals
have returned home via the
Taftan border, according to a
statement by the Chaghi Dis-
trict Administration. On Thurs-
day alone, 1,814 individuals
crossed back into Pakistan,
highlighting the scale of the
ongoing repatriation effort.

Breakdown of
Returnees Includes:

428 religious pilgrims
(Zaireen)

655 international students

566 Pakistani tourists

160 deportees

5 foreign nationals

According to officials, 112
tourists and 24 students arrived
during the night hours, suggest-
in: d-the-clock

der. Chaghl s Deputy Com-
missioner confirmed that bor-
der security, immigration ser-
vices, and health screening fa-
cilities have been fully activated
to handle the influx. “We are
ensuring safe, cﬁﬁucm and dig-
nified return p for all

across the Pakistan-Iran bor-

individuals con'ung from Iran,”

he said. Medical check-ups,
transport arrangements, and
temporary shelter are being
provided as needed.Buy vita-
mins and supplements
Daily Monitoring and
Border Management
With the situation in Iran

remaining volatile, daily moni-
toring and cross-border man-
agement protocols have been
enforced. Immigration offi-
cials, Levies personnel, and the
Balochistan Health Depart-
ment are working in coordina-
tion to ensure border opera-
tions are secure and efficient.

Govt continues to score
legal victories

NEWS DESK: After the 26th Con-
stitutional Amendment, the gov-
ernment has got another major
victory on Thursday as the con-
stitutional bench endorsed the
transfer of three judges from dif-
ferent high courts to the
Islamabad High Court (IHC).

The government's legal team
must be jubilant that in view of
the majority order, Justice
Muhammad Sarfraz Dogar will
continue as acting chiefjustice of
the THC, which is seen as crucial
for the executive authority.

The majority order will fur-
ther frustrate the five IHC judges,
who have been facing a tough
time since writing a letter to the
Supreme Judicial Council (SIC)
regarding interference of agencies
in the judicial functions, particu-
larly on matters related to the PTL

A senior government func-
tionary admits that the 26th
amendment is the outcome of the
six THC judges' letter. Constitu-
tional Bench (CB) was created
through the 26th constitutional

The real purpose of

Field Marshal

Munir engages US think tanks on Pakistan’s
role in global peace

NEWS DESK: During his official
visit to the United States for a five-
day official visit aimed at reinforc-
ing military and strategic ties be-
tween Pakistan and the United
States, Pakistan’s Chief of Army
Staff (COAS) Field Marshal Syed
Asim Munir, held a detailed and
candid exchange with senior
scholars, analysts, policy experts,
and international media represen-
tatives in Washington DC, accord-
ing to a statement from the Inter-
Services Public Relations (ISPR).

Engaging with prominent US
think tanks and strategic affairs
institutions, the COAS presented
Pakistan’s principled position on
key regional and global matters,

ing mutual

of the country’s strategic per-
spective.

US President Donald Trump
said it was an honour to meet
COAS Munir during a luncheon
held at the White House on
Wednesday.In his remarks, Field
Marshal ~ Munir  reiterated
Pakistan’s steadfast commitment
to regional peace and a rules-
based i order.

key military
opemlmns including Maarka-e-
Hagq and Operation Bunyanum
Marsoos, and addressed
Pakistan’s counter-terrorism ef-
forts,  highlighting  the
destabilising role of certain re-
gional actors employing terrorism
as a component of hybrid warfare.

He emphasised Pakistan’s
frontline role in the global war on

cant human and economic sacri-
fices for global security.

The COAS also spotlighted
Pakistan’s untapped potential in

operative security frameworks.

‘The long-standing Pakistan—
U.S. relationship was also re-
viewed, with a focus on counter-
terrorism, regional stability, and
economic growth.

Participants appreciated the
transparency and strategic clar-
ityin the COAS's views. The ses-
sion was widely regarded as a
meaningful contribution to
strengthening the US-Pakistan
strategic dialogue.

Yesterday, During his two-
hour meeting with US President
Donald Trump at the White
House, Chief of Army Staff Field
Marshal Syed Asim Munir dis-
cussed a wide range of issues,
focusing on expanding bilateral
cooperation in trade, artificial in-

telligence, energy,
cryptocurrency, and emerging
i ording o a

gricul-
ture, and mining, inviting global
partners to invest in these sec-
tors for mutual benefit.

He elaborated on Pakistan’s
balanced and lawful approach to
regional and global conflicts, ad-

statement from the (ISPR).

e two leaders also ex-
changed views on regional secu-
rity matters, including counter-ter-
rorism efforts, the recent ceasefire
between Pakistan and India, and

terror, citing the country's signifi-

vocating for diplomacy and co-

rising tensions in the Middle East.

Govt secures Rs1.275tr to address power sector debt

NEWS DESK: The government
has signed term sheets with 18
commercial banks for a Rs1.275
trillion ($4.5 billion) Islamic fi-
nance facility to help pay down
mounting debt in its power sec-
tor, government officials said on
Friday.

The government, which
owns or controls much of the
power infrastructure, is grappling
with ballooning "circular debt"—
unpaid bills and subsidies—that
has choked the sector and
weighed on the economy.

The liquidity crunch has dis-
rupted supply, discouraged in-
vestment, and added to fiscal
pressure, making it a key focus
under Pakistan's $7 billion IMF

amme.

Finding funds to plug the
gap has been a persistent chal-
Tenge, with limited fiscal space and
high-cost legacy debt making

resolution efforts more difficult.

"Eighteen commercial banks
will provide the loans through Is-
lamic financing," Khurram
Schehzad, adviser to the finance
minister, told Reuters.

The facility, structured under
Islamic principles, is secured at a
concessional rate of 3-month
KIBOR (the benchmark rate banks
use to price loans) minus 0.9%, a
formula agreed on by the IMF.

"It will be repaid in 24 quar-
terly instalments over six years,"
and will not add to public debt,
Power Minister Awais Leghari
said.

Existing liabilities carry
higher costs, including late pay-
‘ment surcharges on Independent
Power Producers of up to KIBOR
plus 4.5%, and older loans rang-
ing slightly above benchmark
rates. Meezan Bank, a-
tional Bank of Pakistan, and UBL
were among the banks participat-
ing in the deal.

The government expects to
allocate Rs323 billion annually to
repay the loan, capped at Rs1.938
trillion over six years.

The agreement also aligns
with Pakistan's target of eliminat-
ing interest-based banking by
2028, with Islamic finance now
comprising about a quarter of to-
tal banking assets.

Mushahid terms Pakistani talent, Chinese tech ‘invincible
wall’ for South Asia’s peace and stablhty

NEWS DESK: Senator Mushahid
Hussain Syed on Friday termed
““Pakistani talent and Chinese tech-
nology an invincible wall” for
peace, security and stability in
South Asia during a dialogue held
in Islamabad.

Pakistan has held strong bi-
lateral relations with China which
has supported it through many
investments and development
projects such as the China-Paki-
stan Economic Corridor (CPEC),
termed as a “lifeline” for the
country’s economy.

he senator’s comment came
during a keynote address at the
Pakistan-China Dialogue hosted
by the Pakistan-China Institute
(PCI) under the auspices of the
“Friends of Silk Road™, according
to a statement by the PCL. The

event was anended by dlplomal
parliamentarians, students and
scholars.

Mushahid, who serves as
the PCI chairman, observed: “The
global balance of economic and
political power is shifting from
West to East, heralding the Asian

ntury.

He lauded China’s “peaceful
rise as a source of strength for
developing nations across Asia,
Africa and Latin America” and
thanked Beijing for its unwaver-
ing support of Pakistan’s territo-
rial integrity and sovereignty, es-

¥ through disinformation”,

pecially last month in the face of
Indian aggression.

Condemning recent Isracli
strikes on Iranian territory, the
senator called the attacks “a fla-
grant violation of International
Lawand the UN Charter” and re-
jected narratives promoting a

“new Cold War or so-called China
threat”. “Security is preserved
through cooperation, not military
blocs, or demonising countries
he
stressed.

The event was also attended
bya five-member delegation from
the Communist Party of China’s
International Department (IDCPC)
led by its spokesperson, Ambas-
sador Hu Zhaoming.

Speakers celebrated the en-
during “Iron Brothers”.

the amendment was to control the
superior judiciary for the stability
of the current political set-up.
The present government
doesn't want that courts should
ive any substantive relief to the
incarcerated former prime minis-
ter as he is perceived as a threat
to the system.

Since November last year, le-
aal circles were keenly watching
the outcome of three cases that
they considered would determine
how far the judiciary could go to
assert its independence.

The constitutional bench did
not disappoint the government as
two of the cases had been decided
inits favour.

Firstly, trial of civilians in the
military courts have been en-
dorsed by the CB. Now, the gov-
ernment initiative regardmg the
tmnsfer of three judges to the IHC

has also been endorsed by the
constitutional bench led by Jus-
tice Muhammad Ali 3

It is interesting to note that
the CB is not taking up petitions
against the 26th constitutional
amen

If things stand the way as
theyare, it is no surprise that the
government may get another vic-
tory in the reserved seats case
soon.

Three tourists die after glacial
slide in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s
Naran: Rescue 1122

NEWS DESK: Three tourists lost
their lives on Friday after they
were buried under a glacial slide
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s
Mansehra district, according to
officials. Mansehra Rescue 1122
spokesperson Amir Khadam Khan
told Dawn.com that the incident
occurred near Sohni Waterfall in
the Naran area.

“[The] tourists, hailing from
Lahore, were taking selfies near
the glacier when it slid down, bury-
ing them underneath.™

He added that the bodies of
the tourists were recovered from
the glacier and moved to a nearby
hospital, where they were identi-
fied as 35-year-old Mohammad
Tahir, 22 Id

In a statement, he urged tour-
ists to avoid taking selfies near
dangerous spots and glaciers,
saying glaciers were rapidly melt-
ing due to the hot weather.

He also said that they would
launch a_campaign across the
province for the tourists to adapt
and abide by safety precautions
while visiting the places.

Last month, four tourists from
Guijrat who went missing in Gilgit-
Baltistan on May 16 were found
dead at the bank of the Indus
River near Istak village in Skardu’s
Roundu valley.

In March, a UN report
warned that rapidly melting gla-
ciers and snow have imperilled the

Tayyab, and 13-year-old
Abubakar.

Adviser to Chief Minister KP
on Tourism, Zahid Chanze,b ex-
tended his condolences to the
bereaved families and said, “Ar-
rangements were being made to
dispatch the bodies to Lahore.”

global and billions of
people who rely on freshwater
from these sources.

The report said glaciers were
atextreme risk due to global warm-
ing, pollution, and unsustainable
‘human activities, and if not prop-
erly managed, they could become
a source of perpetual conflicts.

Rubio praises Pakistan's regional
peace efforts in call with PM

NEWS DESK:Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif received a tele-
phone call from US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio on Friday, dur-
ing which both sides discussed a
wide range of regional and global
issues in what was described as a
cordial and friendly atmosphere.

According to a statement is-
sued by the Prime Minister’s Of-
fice, the PM underscored that the
escalaiing Iran-Israel crisis could
onlybe resolved through dialogue
and diplomacy.

affirmed Pakistan’s com-
mitment to playing a constructive
role inall peace efforts amid a situ-
ation that poses serious concerns
not only for the region but for the
worldat large.

PM Shehbaz conveyed his
best wishes for US President
Donald Trump and lauded his
courageous leadership.

e also appreciated Rubio’s
active diplomacy, particularly his
role in facilitating the ceasefire
agreement between Pakistan and
India.

Highlighting Trump’s posi-
tive statements on Pakistan, the
PM called them encouraging
steps toward long-term peace in
South Asia. He stressed that sus-

tainable peace could only be
achieved through meaningful dia-
logue between Pakistan and In-
dia.

In this context, he reiterated
Pakistan’s readiness to engage in
talks with India on all outstand-
ing issues, including Jammu and
Kashmir, the Indus Waters Treaty,

trade, and counterterrorism coop-
eration.

The situation in the Middle
East also featured prominently in
the discussion. PM Shehbaz rei
erated that the only viable solu-
tion lies in peaceful dialogue and
diplomatic engagement.

He reaffirmed Pakistan’s will-

o play a constructive role
in defusing tensions.

On economic matters, he re-
ferred to Trump’s interest in
strengthening bilateral trade and
expressed Pakistan’s desire o ex-
pand cooperation with the United
States in key sectors such as
trade, investment, energy, miner-
als, rare earth elemenm and infor-
mation technology.

Reafﬁnmng Pakistan’s re-
solve to eradicate terrorism, the
PM spoke about ongoing efforts
to eliminate the threat posed by
ex(rem ‘ roups such as the

Liberation Army
BLA) Tehreek -i-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP), and others.

In response, Rubio appreci
ated Pakistan’s counterterrorism
efforts and assured the United
States’ full support in this regard.

Balochistan Budget 2025—-A
Promising Blueprint That Demands
Transparent Implementation
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g
Promising Blueprint That Demands
Transparent Implementation

Editorial:

The Balochistan Budget 2025, worth Rs1,000.208 billion, has laid out an ambi-
tious development roadmap focusing on education, healthcare, infrastruc-
ture, clean drinking water, climate change, and law and order. Presented by
Finance Minister Mir Shoaib Nosherw: ani, the budget reflects a forward-think-
ing development vision. However, its true value will only be realized if there is
arobust transparency mechanism in place, especially around the newly formed
district coordination committees.

These coordination committees, empowered to oversee local develop-
ment execution, are a positive step toward decentralized governance. How-
ever, without a strict audit and accountability framework, they risk becoming
unchecked centers of influence. To ensure that developmenl projects are com-

Four tier service system: A milestone towards uplifting
Agriculture department

Iftikhar Ahmed:

£a]0chislan Agricul-
ture Officers are highly
obliged to Chief Minster
Balochistan Mir Abdul
Quddus Bizenjo, Minis-
ter Agriculture, Mir Asad
Ullah Baloch, Secretary
Agriculture Mr. Umeed
Ali kokar, Balochistan
Agriculture Officers
Association’s president
Dr Qasim Kakar, General
Secretary Shakeel Zehri
and all others that ren-
dered efforts in the ap-
proval of the Four Tier
stem. Hopefully the
said service structure

pleted on time and with quality, th areal-time
monitoring system, regular public dm,]osurcs dnd lhu‘d -party performance
evaluations.

One of the most promising elements of this budget is the allocation of Rs3
billion to install 1,000 water filtration plants across all union councils. This has
the potential to significantly reduce waterborne diseases in underserved com-
munities. Another highlight is the creation of the Balochistan Climate Change
Fund with Rs500 million, showing a clear commitment to environmental
sustainability.

The government’s restraint in avoiding unnecessary job creation is com-
‘mendable and will help lower non-development expenditures, freeing up funds
for more impactful programs.

ditionally, the enhanced allocation to local governments is a welcome
‘move — if managed transparently.

But budget figures alone do not ensure change. There must be clarity:
Will these funds reach the people — or be trapped in bureaucratic bottlenecks
or political circles?

hthe prevail-
ing frustrations amongst
the agriculture officers.
This will boost the
performance of
agriculture

department

This may increase
the performance of the
overall agriculture de-
partment. Currently agri-
culture is the least privi-
leged department of the
province though major
segment of the popula-

tion is directly or indi-
rectly dependent upon
the agriculture. Agricul-
ture must be given due
respect and importance
for the survival of the
masses.

The longtime linger-
ing demand of Four Tier
Service Structure is the
most effective apparatus
that would not only
strengthen the Depart-
‘ment but also would ben-
efit the officers in order
to maintain smooth,
timelyand regular flow of
promotions.

Through four-tier
service, officers to
get promotion
chances

Absence of Four
Tier Service Structure
one of the main hi
drances in the progress
of the Agriculture De-
partment  because
chances of promotions
are limited and large
number of officers pres-
entlyretired in the same
grade wherein they were
appointed. However,

through the implementa-
tion of the Four Tier
Structure, officers might
get equal promotional
chances in a flow, as
timely as officers in the
other departments of the
province.

Fortunately, finan-
ial impacts of the four
tiers upon the depart-
ment are SO meager.

Discrimination
with the agricul-
ture professionals

There is terrible dis-
crimination with the ag-
riculture professionals
rather with agriculture
altogether as in the en-
tire service most of the
officers hardlyavail only
one promotion which is
totally against the equity,
fundamental right a
natural justice. Pakistan
is an agricultural coun-
try; presently it contrib-
utes 19.2 percent to the
GDP and provides em-
ployment to around 38.5
percent of the labour
force.

More than 65-70

percent of the popula-
tion depends on agricul-
ture. It is suffice to men-
tion that from 1960 to
2018 agriculture was
contributing 27.38% to
GDP with a minimum of
20.22% at the lowest.

These figure show
diminishing trend for the
ast few decades be-
cause agriculture and
agriculture profession-
als/officers have not
been given due respect.

The officers with
inferior qualification and
technical knowledge, as
compared to agriculture
professional, in other
departments are be-
stowed with attractive
service careers.

They are given
several promotions in
the service moreover
there is huge difference
in the allowances, perks
and privileges; agricul-
ture department has kept
deprived from all these
allowances, perks and
privileges which s badly
affecting the overall ag-
riculture in the province.
These discriminations

are potentially exponen-
tial which is intensifying
the magnitude of the
frustration amongst the
agncultulc profession-

.“_.

Agrlculture sector
plays a key role in
the development

of Balochistan

The progress of the
agriculture in province,
the same is highly
pendent on the agro-pro-
fessionals so it is obliga-
tory that the agncullure
professionals must
given due pnwlcgc;
The delightful agricul-
ture officers mean ad-
vanced agriculture in the
province. Hopefully this
service structure would
bring new wave of hap-
piness and joy amongst
the officer.

The perks and privi-
leges would also be in-
creased , ultimately they
would multiply their ef-
forts for the progress
and prosperity of the
agriculture in the prov-
ince.

Totruly benefit the common man, the ‘must make
transparency, accountability, and performance trackmg the cornerstones of
its fiscal strategy. The district coordination committees must operate under
clear public reporting mandates and be accountable to both provincial au-
thorities and local communities.

Ina province facing complex challengee — from poverty and underdevel-
opment to law and order issues — only good governance can deliver real
transformation. This budget lays the foundation; now it must be built upon
with integrity, oversight, and a people-first approach.

Heatwave Threatens Lives and
Crops in Balochistan

Ghalib Nehad:

A _ Washuk, Kharan, and lighted the critical situa-
S lemperatures SOar - Chaohi, warning of dry tion in canal-fed farming
across Pakistan, several and extreme weather areas where declining
districts of Balochistan ~conditions. water availability has ex-
are bracing for an in- The heat is not only ~ acerbated the risks. He
tense heatwave. endangering human urged the government to
According to the health butalso threaten- introduce heat-resistant
Balochistan Meteoro- ingagricultural produc- crop varieties to prevent
logical Department, Sibi ~tivity. Khalid Hussain billions in agricultural
is expected to record Bhat, Chairman of the losses and potential food
temperatures as high as Farmers® Union, empha- shortages.
47°C in the coming day sized that extreme heat Meanwhile, Dr.
Turbat may reach 46°C, ~severely impacts seed Mahmood  Ahmed
Lasbela 44°C, Nokundi survival and crop wamed that rising tem-
43°C, Dalbandin 41°C, growth. He noted that peratures could lead to
and Quetta could experi- wheat yields, which tra- an increase in heat-re-
ence highs of upt035°C.  ditionally ranged from lated illnesses. He ad-
The Met Office has  50-60 maunds per acre, = vised citizens to stay hy-
issued heatwave alerts have dropped signifi- drated, avoid sun expo-
for Sibi, Kachhi, cantlyto20-25 maunds surebetween 11a.m.and
Sohbatpur, ~ Lehri, due io milder winters 4 p.m., and wear light-
Naseerabad, Jhal Magsi, and erratic climate pat- colored, loose-fitting
urbat, Lasbela, terns. Bhat also high- clothing.

Withering

Asghar Harifal:

£1c belcagucred pub-

licoffices have come un-
der a new wave of em-
ployee associations
broadening the turf
The new rallying point is
to assert the right for the
coveted packages in
wages given to the pro-
vincial secretariat.
Guided by the tools em-
ployed by secretariat
employees to secure
bloated wages in com-
parison with the at-
tached department, the
number of associations
has multiplied and the
pre-existing ones have
coalesced into a broader
alliance.

They have further
asserted to arrogate the
positions of head of at-
tached departments
claimed by provincial
secretariat employees. A
few days  back
Balochistan Secretariat
Employees Association
d its with-

Balochistan in the Eye of Climate
Change Storm: Calls for Resilient

Climate Policies Surface
Chandni Kakar:

L. the global barle  The 2022 flood  unique challenges. The

drawal from a grand alli-
ance of other employees’
associations.

The alliance was
formed to put pressure
on the government for
demands theyall shared;
which included the rise
in pay and allowances
and to address the dis-

Y provincial government
against climate change, 11 must robust
Balochistan, Pakistan, underscores the climate change policies,
serves as a stark re- | P emphasizing water re-
minder of the urgent g source and .
need for climate resil-  change threat disaster preparcdness By Bashir
ience. The province s &x-  The 5022 flood un. Leaming from the tragic

dam collapses of 2022,
preventive measures,
such as effective water
reservoirs and early
‘warning systems, are im-
perative. Spreading
awareness about climate
change and promoting
sustainable agricultural
practices are equally cru-

periencing increasingly
severe weather events, a
consequence of human-
induced climate change.
However, many resi-
dents mistake these ex-
treme weather occur-
rences for regular fluc-
tuations, hinderin;
ognition of the e

derscored the looming
threat of climate change
over Balochistan. Driven
by intensified and in-
creasingly frequent
monsoon rains, the full
extent of the damage is
yet to be compre-
hended. However, it ex-
posed the province’s

ingclimate crisis. vulnerabilities and high. 2
Balochistan  lighted the urgent need Tree
becoming  for effective manage-  plaptations

ment strategies. ae
unbearably hot ™Balochistan's an-  could mitigate
Balochistan is be-  nual rainfall ofjust 200 gyyeltering
coming unbearably hot, mm barely meets the
with rising temperatures needs of its parched ~temperatures
transforming heatwaves ion. This water In a province where
into a year-round threat. arcity adversely af-  tree planting could miti-
These heatwaves pose fects food production, gate sweltering tempera-
severe health risks, in- access todrinking water, tures and climate change
cluding heat stress, de- and livestock numbers,  impacts, government ini-
hydration, and even fa- exacerbated by climmc tiatives should engage
talities. In 2017, Turbat change. The severe younger generations in
recorded a scorching dmughte of 19972003 green initiatives. Achiev-
53.5°C (128.3°F), setting and 2014-2017 forced ient future ne-

a record for Pakistan. to water-rich

Unfortunately, forecasts areas. effort involving govern-

suggest that tempera- CC affects ‘ment, local communities,

tures will continue to civil society, and the

rise. economy commercial sector.
However, the cli- (,llmalcchangcdlw Balochistan’s path to-

mate challenges in decimated the region’s wards resilience begins
Balochistan extend be- economy through the with a symphony of col-
yond relentless heat loss of livestock. Be- lective action.

waves. The province tween 2010 and 2022, Byaddressing these
grapples with devastat- over 1.5 million livestock critical issues,
ing droughts and floods, were lost, costing over Balochistan can better
both of which wreak $1 billionanddisplacing adapt to the challenges
havoc on homes and in-  over 100,000 people, par- posed by climate
frastructure. The floods ~ticularly in districts like = change, ensuring a more
of 2010 and 2022 left Quetta, Pishin, Turbat, secure and sustainable
nearly 4 million people Pajgure, and Khuzdar. ~ future for its residents.

displaced, disrupting However, The writer is a
lives and triggering food Bal need not istan-based jour-
shortages and price accept this grim fate. It nalist, she can be
spikes due to their impact  requires comprehensive r e a ¢ e

on the agriculture sector.  strategies tailored to its  @KakarChand97707

A growing
number of
employees adding
public grievances

The growing num-
ber of employee associa-
tions, in the name of their
welfare, underscores the
erowing utility of form-
ing pressure groups to
protract spheres of influ-
ence. Taking a cue from
the past, the growing
trend will bring serious
pressure on the frail in-
stitutional framework
adding to public griev-
ances.

One ofthe phenom-
ena, engendered by
growing  pressure
groups in the public, is
written writ large that in-
stitutions have exponen-
tiallygrown in size, while
at the same time turned
into pathetically ossified
entities, foretelling their
imminent fall. The even-
tuality will not only bring
about suffering for all
employees associated
with these institutions
but it will also add to the
flight of the public at
large. The bloated over-
size of public depart-
ments in association
with their age-old calci-
fied nature has turned
them into a self-serving

Public Institutions

superstructure and lost
relevance to the common
man.

A department
created for
the general public
turned into
a service provider
for employees

only

A department cre-
ated for the service of the
general public has turned
into a service provider
for their respective em-
ployees. All the offices at
district, divisional or
provincial levels have
more affairs related to
employees than that of
the ones for whose wel-
fare the same are created.
The resources placed at
the disposal of these in-
stitutions with the aim to
alleviate the issues of
citizens, are arrogated to
themselves and have
turned into a bone of
contention for members
of the institutions.
Speaking of personal ex-
perience ofa department,
with district and divi-
sional level offices, it was
noted that more than 90%
of the correspondence
made with that office was
related to the personal
affairs of the employees

working in that depart-
ment. It is the case with
every public sector insti-
tution. Their raison
d’etre is service unto
self.
Element of

powers keep their

opponents at bay

The element of
powers among employ-
ees’ associations also
include larger size; the
largerthe size, the more
nuisance value to keep
the opponent at bay. At
the provincial secretariat
with the aim to enlarge
its own size decades-old
clerical staff positions
are cxponcnually ex-
panded leading toa ‘one
size fits all’ structure.
Despite specialization in
every field turning into
a norm, the public sec-
tor is stuck in an age-old
‘management model. The
information technology
development has turned
the public sector struc-
ture into an obsolete en-
tity.

The manpower and
the machine have found
no compatibility. The
only change in the last
75 years is that number
of positions has shifted
from one service group
to another. Mutual bar-
gaining among the ser-

vice groups is termed re-
form in the system. A
third-body assessment
guided only by the pub-
lic interest has never
taken place.

The resistance to
change has not only left
the public sector un-
workable, the private
sector has overtaken it in
the market.

When private sec-
tor services are required
from the market, the pub-
lic sector functionaries
are found totally
clueless about the trend
in the market.
Resultantly, the public
sector is uniformly char-
acterized by sub-stan-
dard quality.

The public sector
has still not parted from
the role, long performed
by it but is now over-
taken by the private sec-
tor with better perfor-
mance. Arole swap from
a player to a regulator
has still not taken place.
The role of regulator,
which should have been
taken by the public sec-
tor, is distasteful for it.

The author is a
former Secretary of Tour-
ism Balochistan Govern-
ment.

He Lan be lCdLth
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Formation of Pakistan Peoples Party, its aims and objectives

ichari:

Fﬂy—ﬁvc years ago,
an incredible journey
began with the cre-
ation of the Pakistan
People’s Party. The
history of the PPP is
full of struggle and
sacrifices,  which
makes it the People’s
Party.

The first founding con-
vention of the party
was held on the night
between November
30th and December
Ist, 1967 at Dr.
Mubasher Hussain’s
residence at Gulberg,
Lahore.

The primary
manuscript ofthe party
had compiled by
Shaheed Zulfigar Ali
Bhutto, J.A. Rahim,
and Dr. Mubasher
Hussain, and was fi-
nalized after a lengthy
discussion.

The participants
inthis convention were
aware that they would
create a new life for
the people of this land
and thus presented the
documents for ap-
proval in the same
meeting.

ims and ob-
jectives of the party
formation were to call
for a socialist change
in Pakistani society.
The ultimate goal
of the party policy was
to create a classless

society which was
possible in our circles
onlythrough socialism.

Zulfigar Ali Bhutto
‘made tempestuous vis-
its to all corners of the
country. While speak-
ing ata public meeting
at Lahore Mochi
Darwaza, the People’s
leader, in his speech of
3 hours and 10 min-
utes, shed light on Is-
lamic socialism, de-
mocracy, capitalism,
and feudalism.

At that time,
Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto
convinced the nation
with arguments that
society should em-
brace Islamic social
ism and democracy as
the foundation stones
for a progressive
State.

He knew that
these were the things
upon which our future
generations  would
have walked with
pridefulness.

These sentences
of Zulfigar Ali Bhutto
have become a part of
our historical politics.

1- Islam is our re-
ligion

2- Democracy is
our politics.

3- Socialism is our
economy.

4- Thc source of
power is the People’s
strength. 5- Martyr-
dom is our wish.

(Added by Shaheed
Benazir Bhutto the
fifth point). Zulfigar Ali
Bhutto said he had
made a public mani-
festo to bring revolu-
tionary changes to Pa-
kistani society. He
implemented agrarian
reforms to slacken the
erip of feudal lords,
improve the economic
welfare of laborers,
and established social
security system to pre-
vent capital accumula-
tion.

Besides, the ac-
knowledgment of la-
borers’ rights under
the constitution, the
self-respect of the or-
dinary person, the
eradication of social
inequality, and the es-
sential honor of vote
were some of the sig-
nificant points in the
basic manuscript.
People’s  leader
Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto
took over the leader-
ship of a defeated na-
tionin 1971.

But after only a
few months, he gave
democracy to the
country by providing
aninterim constitution.

Then the parlia-
ment headed by the
PPP majority gave the
1973 constitution,
which was the first
unified national consti-
tution of the country

after its creation. That
was the first written
pact of the Pakistani
nation, which remains
poignant as a thorn for
martial law imposers.
Quaid-c-Awam also
laid the foundation of
the Party’s newspaper
“Musawat” to ad-
vance his party poli-
cies.

Today, the party
formed by Quaid-e-
Awam Zulfiqar Ali
Bhutto has echoed in
the four corners of the
land and will continue
to resonate in the at-
‘mosphere of Pakistan.
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
stood alive in the form
of Murtaza Bhutto
Shaheed, in the char-
acter of Shah Nawaz
Shaheed, and in the sil-
houette of Benazir
Bhutto, the martyred
of democracy.

Bhutto’s personal-
ity is performed on the
world’s stage today in
the form of Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari.

His achievements
as a leader of the op-
position in the National
Assembly, and as For-
cign Minister of Paki-
stan in a short span of
7 months are remark-

.

Bhuttoism is still
used as a political term
even by Bhutto’s op-
ponents in this country

to gain public support.

In fact, throughout
the political history of
Pakistan, the Pakistan
Pcople’s Party is a
Party that won 3 to 4
times in General Elec-
tions and took practi-
cal measures for the
welfare of the popula-
tion and the progress
of Pakistan.

The country has
seen long, dark days of
dictatorial regimes.
The tyrants tried to
derail  democracy
again and again by
usurpmgpeople s man-

=

Thls bitter truth
must be remembered
by our nation.

No great leader of
South Asia can com-
pete with Zulfigar Ali
Bhutto’s political in-
sight. The love for
people and democracy
that Shaheed Zulfigar
Ali Bhutto instilled
among the political
workers should never
be lost. Formation of
the Pakistan People’s
Party and its aims and
objectives By Bashir
Nichari

Postal address
Killi Badini saryab
road Quetta

51601.8629557.3

Cl103313090789

03333332661

‘W03168241597

(@BashirNicharil
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Karachi welcomes first seasonal shower
after intense heatwave

days. The light rain 37°C forecast for
brought a noticeable Monday.
drop in feels-like tem- In its pre-mon-
perature and raised soonadvisory, the Met
hopes for more show- Office stated that
ers in the coming days. moist currents from
According to the the Bay of Bengal and
Pakistan Meteorologi- Arabian Sea are be-
cal Department  ginning to enter the
(PMD), Karachi is country, setting the
likely to experience stage for the upcom-
cloudy and pleasant ing monsoon scason.
weather over the next From 22 to 24 June,
three days, with strong winds and
chances oflight drizzle thunderstorm-related
during the carly morn-  rainfall are expected
ing and late night in Sukkur, Larkana,
hours. Daytime tem- Dadu, and Jacobabad.
peratures are expected The department fur-
to remain between ther added thata mon-
33°Cand 35°C, witha soon system could be-
slight increase to 35°C-  gin to influence Sindh

KARACHI (INP):
Light drizzle was re-
ported in various parts
of Karachi on Friday,
bringing hope of some
relief to residents af-
ter days of scorching
heat. Areas including
Gulshan-e-Maymar,
Sohrab Goth, Scheme
33, Federal B Area,
Liaquatabad, Univer-
sity Road, Stadium
Road, and PECHS
experienced  brief
showers.

The city had been
recling under high tem-
peratures, with mer-
cury levels soaring
above 40 degrees
Celcius_in_recent

by the final week of|
June, with higher-than-
usual rainfall expected
inthe province this sea-
on.

The PMD has
forecast pre-monsoon
rains across various
other regions of the
country as well from
today till June 23 with
occasional gaps, sub-
siding the intense
heatwave affecting
several parts. The ex-
pected wet spell will
bring dust storms, rain-
wind, and thunder-
showers, while isolated
areas may also experi-
ence heavy rainfall and
hailstorms.

ISLAMABAD : Idesbald Van der Gracht, Ambassador of the l(ingdo}n of Belgium, met with Senator|
| Azam Nazeer Tarar, Federal Minister for Law and Human Rights, to review bilateral cooperation and|
Pakistan’s recent legal and human rights reforms.

Europe pushes diplomacy as Israel-Iran
air war enters second week

PARIS (INP): Iran said geting military and de- Geneva to tryto de-esca-
on Friday it would not fence-related sites in Is-  late the conflict on Friday.
discuss the future of its rael, although it has also "Now is the time to
nuclear programme hit a hospital and other put a stop to the grave
while under Israeli at- civilian sites. Israel ac- scenes in the Middle East
tack, as Europe sought cused Iran on Thursday and prevent a regional
to draw Tehran back to ofdeliberately targeting escalation that would
the negotiating table, civilians through the use  benefit no one," said Brit-
with a decision on po- of cluster munitions, ish Foreign Minister
tential U.S. involvement which disperse small David Lammy. U.S. Sec-
expected within two bombs over a wide area. retary of State Marco
weeks. Iran's mission to the Rubioalsomet Lammyon
Israel began attack- United Nations did not Thursday and held sepa-
ingIran last Friday, say- immediately respond to  rate calls with his cous
ing it aimed to prevent arequest for comment. terparts from Australia,
its longtime enemy from Iran's emergency France and Italy.
developing nuclear services said on Friday The U.S. State De-
weapons. Iran retaliated that five hospitals had partment said Rubio and
with missile and drone been damaged in Israeli the foreign ministers
strikes on Israel. It says strikes. With neither agreed that "Iran can
its nuclear programme is country backing down, - never develop or acquire
peacel the foreign ministers of a nuclear weapon.
Israeli air attacks Britain, France and Ger- Lammysaid the same on
havekilled 639 people in manyalong with the Eu- X while adding that a

echelon and nuclear sci-
entists. Isracl has said at
least two dozen Israeli ci-
vilians have died in Ira-
nian missile attacks.
Reuters could not inde-
pendently verify the
death toll from either side.

Israel has targeted
nuclear sites, missile ca-
pabilities, whilealso hit-
ting civilian areas, as it
tries to shatter the gov-
ernment of Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, according to
Western and regional of-
ficials. "Are we targeting
the do\vnfall of the re-

ime?

That may bea result,
but it's up to the Iranian
people to rise for their
freedom,” Israeli Prime

Iran, the Human Rights Minister Benjamin ropean Union forcign "window now exists
Activists News Agency Netanyahu said on policychiefwere duc to withinthe next two weeks
said. Those killed in- Thursday. meet Iran's Foreign Min-  to achieve a diplomatic

clude the military's top ister Abbas Araqchi in solution."

Secretary, Workers Welfare Fund, Graces
House of Commons as Guest of Honorat its
Inauguration ceremony.

“Institutions like House of Commons are not just academies—they are nation- building
platforms,” says Secretary WWF, Zulfigar Ahmad.

CEO and Founder of - House of Commons. “At  yourself; it’s about cre-
House of Commons. Dur- HOC, we prepare aspir- ating yourself—and
ing his visit, he was thor- ants not only to pass the Kainat and her team at
oughly briefed on HOC’s exam, but to transform HOC have given you that
academic model, vision, - into policy-shapers and ~ opportunity, he added.
and its transformative nation-builders.” This high-profile
mission. Addressing the au- visit not only reaffirms

“Institutions like dience, Mr. Ihsan Ghani House of Commons’ sta-
House of Commons play emphasized the transfor- tus as a leading academy
avital role in shaping the - mational power of the for CSS &amp; PMS
intellectual 'SS examination, stat- preparation, but also

and professional ing that it is not just an its resolve to

Iran has said it is tar-

ISLAMABAD:In a mo-

‘ment of great pride and
distinction, House of
Commons (HOC)—
Islamabad’s premier CSS
&amp; PMS preparatory
academy—welcomed
the Secretary, Workers
Welfare Fund (WWF) as
the Guest of Honor at a
special event held on
campus in G-11/3. The

\ LE

Quet aji Khudaidad ‘Mandokhail and Sheraz Mandokhail meeting ‘with Governor Balochistan
Jafar Khan Mandokhall.

LHC warns of strict action against
tree-cutting along Lahore canal

LAHORE (INP): Strict
legal action has been
ordered by Lahore High
Court’s (LHC) Justice
Shahid Kareem against
individuals involved in
illegal cutting of trees in

He cemented his ar-
gument by citing the
Canal Heritage Act,
which restricts removal
of trees within the area.

eport  was
brought to the court’s

vincial treasury. The
court was also informed
that market associations
have been mandated to
ensure installation of
catalyst converters
onall of their generators.

vehicles and is majorly
absent from the city, ex-
pressed strong discon-
tent with the Environ-
ment Commission.

The LHC sought a
detailed report regarding

Lahore. the effectiveness and de- attention about the Several senior offi-
Such actions, the ployment of this new government’s hesitation cials, including Deputy
LHC judge wamed dur- force. The court, ina cor- regarding provision of ~Attorney General Asad

risk allowance to traffic
wardens.

‘The report was also
read out which was sub-
mitted by a female mem-
ber of Environmental
Commission, highlight-
ing that this measure
would end up in an esti-
force has failed to act ‘mated yearly expense of
against smoke-emitting Rs 3 billion from the pro-

Samit Ganguly exposes deepening India's
civil-military rift after Pakistan clash

ISLAMABAD but is deeply institu- accountability for leadership. Anil
(INP): The gap be- tional. What is emerg- Pakistan's defeat only Chauhan's open denial
tween the civil and ing is not silence but on the military leader- of the destruction of
military leadership in open accusations. ship. This silence is aircraft in the war
India is widening The Modi govern-  challenging India's his- against Pakistan and
which may lead to se- ment and the military torical tradition in the Air Force's com-
rious challengesin for- leadership are blaming which civilian control plaints are actually a
mulating a unified each other for the over the Indian army manifestation of a rift
strategy in any crisis shameful defeat in the was considered a pri- in the leadership,
situation. This revela- recent clash with Pa- ority since the era of where each side is
tion was made by kistan. He said India's Jawaharlal Nehru. busyblaming the other
Samit Ganguly, a re- Chief of Defence Staff Incidents such as In-  for the failure. It should
nowned Indian Anil Chauhan went dian Air Chief Mar- be remembered that
scholar and foreign abroad and admitted shal Amarpreet  the Indian military and
policy analyst, in his the loss of Indian air- Singh's harsh criticism political leadership is
recent article pub- craftin the recent clash of the Modi govern- suffering from severe
lished in the American  with Pakistan. The In- ment over shortcom- ambiguity and contra-
journal Foreign dian political leader- ings and corruption in dictions, while the civil
Policy. He raised the ship, especially De- the defence procure- and military leadership
question of whether fence Minister Rajnath  ment process at an in-  of Pakistan is handling
India's civil and mili- Singh, has maintained ternational air show national security mat-
tary leadership are completesilenceonthis reflect the growing ters with unity, pru-
compatible? He said issue. The Modi gov- role of military pow- dence and complete
India's crisis is not ers inIndiaand the re- harmony despite global
only military in nature  responsibility of public i pressure.

Ali Bajwa, Deputy Direc-
tor Environment Al Tjaz,
Assistant  Advocate
General Hasan ljaz
Cheema, and representa-
tives from various def
ments, appeared in the
court. The Lahore High
Court has adjourned the
case hearing until the
27th of June.

ing proceedings on Fri-
day, are likely to lead to
criminal charges against
the violator, including
contempt of court.

The judge, while
noting that the newly
established Environ-
‘ment Department’s new

responding move, also
called for a thorough re-
port regarding the Yellow
Line Train project on Ca-
nal Road proposed by the
Government of Punjab.
Justice  Shahid
Kareem made it crystal
clear that any tree-cuiting
activityalong the canal is
strictly prohibited.

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad: Federal Minister for Housing and Works Mian Ruz Hussain Pirzada held
[a meeting with the UN-HABITAT headquarters mission.

foundations of our academic competition continue shaping the fu-
youth,” said the Secre- but a gateway to life- ture officers of Pakistan.
tary. “I am deeply im- long service, influence, ouse of Commons
pressed by  the andleadership. is a premier institution
leadership’s passion, the Passing  CSS dedicated to preparing
faculty’s commitment, changes your life—but aspirants for the CSS and
and the aspirants’ disci- more importantly, it gives examinations.
pline.” He lauded the you the power to Rooted in the values of
academy’s mission to change the lives of oth- academic integrity, na-
prepare Pakistan’s next  ers,” he noted. He stated ~ tional service, and vision-
generation of civil ~that in today’s shrinking ary leadership.
servants through a cul- job market, civil service [OC is committed to
ture of academic rigor, remains one of the few producing civil servants
personal viable carcer paths offer-  who are intellectually
discipline, and na- ing job security, privi- sharp, morally grounded,
tional responsibility. leges, and purpose. It and socially responsible
“We don'tjust train opens doors not_just |hr0ughexperl led teach-
tudents train lead- butintel- ing, personalized
ers,” said Ms. Kainat lectually and globally. menlorshlp and critical
Riaz, CEO and founder of ~ Life is not about finding  thinking.

occasion was further
dignified by the pres-
ence of Mr. Thsan Ghani,
former DG Intelligence
Bureau and National Co-
ordinator NACTA, who
accompanied the Secre-
tary WWF.

The event marked a
significant milestone in
the academy’s journey,
reflecting its growing
recognition as a center
of academic excellence
and civil service groom-
ing in Pakistan.

The Secretary was
received with great re-
spect and enthusiasm
by Ms. Kainat Riaz,

e s
ISLAMABAD: Secretary Workers Welfare Fund graces House of Commons' inauguration, praising|
its role in shaping Pakistan's future leaders."

APHC, DFP seek urgent release of Shabbir

Shah on medical grounds

SRINAGAR (INP): The
All Parties Hurriyat
Conference (APHC) and
Jammu and Kashmir
Democratic Freedom

He said denial of
adequate medical treat-
ment to prisoners con-
stitutes a severe viola-
tion of international law.

quite unfortunate that the
Indian judiciary has de-
nied bail to Shabibr
Ahmed Shah despite
knowing that he is suffer-

He said that, on one
hand, Indian prison au-
thorities have criminally
ignored deteriorating
health conditions of

Party (DFP have sought ing from serious ail- "International treaties Shabbir Shah and,
urgentintervention from  ments. and human rights in-  on the other, the In-
international commu- He said Shabbir struments mandate that dian judiciary has under-

Ahmad Shah, currently in
Tihar jail, is battling pros-
tate cancer but it was
ironic that at this very
crucial time his family
was not permitted to at-
tend him or at least be

prisoners receive the
same standard of
healthcare available in
the community", Saghar
smd adding that deny-
necessary
healtheare to prisoners

mined his family's re-
peated requests for his
release on medical
grounds.

This lack of empathy
on the part of Indian au-
thorities, he said, has un-

nity to help secure early
release of illegally de-
tained DFP Chairman
Shabbir Ahmed Shah,
who is suffering from
prostate cancer and
needs an urgent sur-

gery. present by his side dur- amounts to endangering ~fortunately taken a heavy
According to ngthe treatment. their lives. toll on Shah's health.
Kashmir Media Service, Terming ita violation

APHC spokesman Ad-
vocate Abdul Rashid
Minas in astatement in
Srinagar said senior
APHC leader Shabbir
Ahmad Shah, jailed in
Tihar, battles prostate
cancer, has appealed to
the United Nations and
rights organisations to
help release him on hu-
manitarian basis.

The DFP spokes-
man, advocate Arshad
Igbal. in a statement is-
sued in Srinagar, while
highlighting the plight
of illegally detained
partychairman, said it is

of the basic human rights,
the spokesman appealed
tothe world human rights
organizations to raise the
issue with the Indian |,
government and ensure
that due compassion care
is extended in this critical
time and that his family is
allowed to be by his side
at this difficult hour.
Meanwhile, DFP act-
ing chairman Mehmood
Ahmed Saghar in his
statement in
expressed his grave con-
cern over Shabbir Shah's
declining health condi-
tion.
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ISTANBUL: Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister, Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar, arrived in|

by Pakistan’s Amb:

Istanbul to participate in the 51st Session of the Council of the Foreign Minister (CFM) of the Orga-|
nization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) being held on 21-22 June 2025. Upon arrival, He was received|
dor to Turkiye, Dr. Yousaf Junaid , Consul General, Nauman Aslam and repre-|
sentative of Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Field Marshal emphasizes Pakistan’s
commitment to regional peace, counter
terrorism efforts, economic growth

RAWALPINDI (INP): Chief
of Army Staff (COAS) Field
Marshal Syed Asim Munir,
during his U.S. visit, reaffirmed
Pakistan’s commitment to re-
gional peace, counterterrorism,
and economic growth, while
advocating for deeper diplo-
matic and strategic ties with the
United States.

According to Inter-Ser-
vices Public  Relations
(COAS), during his official visit
to the United States, Chief of
Army Staff (COAS), Field
Marshal Syed Asim Munir,
held a comprehensive and can-
did exchange with senior
scholars, analysts, policy ex-
perts, and representatives of
leading international media out-
lets in Washington D.C.

The interaction with promi-
nent U.S. think tanks and rep-
resentatives of the strategic
affairs institutions, provided an
opportunity to articulate

Pakistan’s principled stance on
key regional and global issues,
and to deepen understanding of
Pakistan’s strategic outlook.

In his remarks, the Chief
of Army Staff highlighted
Pakistan’s unwavering com-
mitment to regional peace and
stability, and its constructive
role in fostering a rules-based
international order.

The Field Marshal eluded
to the details and analysis of
the Maarka e Haq, Operation
Bunyanum Marsoos and elabo-
rated on Pakistan’s perspective
on terrorism, noting the malign
influence of certain regional
actors in sponsoring and per-
petuating terrorism as a tool of
hybrid warfare.

The COAS emphasized
that Pakistan has been on the
front lines of the global war
against terrorism, having ren-
dered immense sacrifices—
both human and economic—

in pursuit of a safer and more
secure world.

Field Marshal Asim Munir
shed light on Pakistan’s re-
markable untapped potential,
particularly in the domains of
information technology, agricul-
ture, and its vast and
underexploned reserves in the
mining and mineral sectors.

He invited international
partners to explore collabora-
tive opportunities in these sec-
tors to unlock shared prosper-

&

Participants noted the
openness and clarity of the
COAS’s perspectives and ap-
preciated Pakistan’s consistent
and principled policies.

The interaction was
marked by a spirit of mutual
understanding and was widely
regarded as a positive step to-
ward enhancing strategic dia-
logue between Pakistan and
the United States.

New safeguards being introduced for arres
in tax fraud cases, NA told

ISLAMABAD (INP): Minister of

State for Finance Bilal Azhar
Kayani has said the budget for
next financial year is aimed at fur-
ther consolidating the economic
gains, providing relief to the
people and continuing the jour-
ney of reforms.

Taking party in the debate on
budget for the next fiscal year at
the National Assembly in
Islamabad on Friday, Bilal Kayani
said the government's target is to
make the current IMF programme
the last one. He emphasized that
this will only be posﬂble by en-
hancing exports and ensuring in-
clusive and sustainable economic
growth.

The Minister of State said a
cnhca] aspect of the next year’s
budget iffreforms, aimed at
enhancmg productivity of indus-
tries

Bilal Kayani said allocation
for Benazir Income Support
Programme has been cnhanced
from 592 billion rupees to 716 bil-
lion rupees. He said salaries of
government employees have been

enhanced by ten percent and pen-
sions of retired employees by
seven percent.

The Minister of State men-
tioned that salaried class has also
been provided relief on taxes as
was promised by Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif.

He said new safeguards are
being introduced for arrest in tax
fraud cases. He emphasized that
noarrests will be made during the
inquiry stage and arrests during
the investigation stage will only
be made in cases involvement in
sales tax fraud of over 50 million
rupees, and only with the ap-
proval of a thre¢-member FBR
committee.

Participating in the discus-
sion on the budget, Nafeesa Shah
emphasized the need for extend-
ing support to the agriculture sec-
tor. Minister for Religious Affairs
Sardar Muhammad Yousaf, taking
the floor, termed the budget as
balanced. He said matters are
moving towards improvement as
aresult of difficult decisions taken
by the government. As regards to

current year's Hajj, Sardar
Muhammad Yousaf'said over one
hundred and fifteen thousand
Pakistani pilgrims performed Hajj
this year. He said Saudi Arabia
awarded award of excellence to
Pakistan for making excellent ar-
rangements for Pakistani pilgrims.
He said Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif has also appreciated Hajj
arrangements.

The Minister for Religious
Affairs said process has been
started to make anangemenls for
next year’s Hajj, e zing that
the Saudi gu.de]mee will be fully
followed. In his remarks, Junaid
Akbar Khan said the budget car-
ries nothing for the people. He
said the people of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa have rendered im-
mense sacrifices in the war on ter-

orism. Syed Rafiullah urged the
gove emmem to review family pen-
sion reforms, emphasizing that
there should be no li

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting regard.
ling matters related to PNSC.

Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) to ‘freeze’
bank accounts of non-filers: Langrial

ISLAMABAD (INP): Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR) chairman
has said the body will “freeze’ the
bank accounts of non-filers in the
FY2025-26.

The National Assembly’s
Standing Committee on Finance,
chaired by Syed Naveed Qamar,
convened to discuss the issue of
enforcing sales tax registration for
non-registered individuals and
businesses.

Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR) Chairman Rashid
Mahmood Langrial revealed that
non-registered entities will now
receive formal notices, and failure
toregister will result in the freez-
ing of their bank accounts. How-
ever, accounts will be reinstated
within two days of compliance.

According to the FBR, many

businesses are income tax filers
but remain unregistered for sales
tax, including factories with mul-
tiple industrial meters. It was dis-
closed that several unregistered
factories in Karachi alone are con-
ducting billions worth of sales.

Committee member Usman
Ahmed Mela opposed the idea of
sealing properties of non-regis
tered entities, calling it excessive.
The FBR chairman acknowledged
the concern but maintained that
this move is limited to large-scale
‘manufacturing units, not small re-
tailers or cottage industries.

Naveed Qamar criticized the
pressure tactics, saying, “First
you cut their electricity and gas,
now you're shutting bank ac-
counts t00.”

FBR officials detailed how

‘many operators in Karachi evade
taxes by frequently shifting loca-
tions, operating high-volume
manufacturing setups on a single
plot before moving on.

Committee member Mirza
Ikhtiar Baigargued that such strin-
gent measures should not affect
small traders and suggested a
sales threshold for mandatory
registration. He proposed increas-
ing the registration limit from Rs8
million to Rs10 million in view of
inflation. The FBR Chairman
agreed, stating that the limit would
be raised to Rs 10 million and as-
sured the committee that about
two-thirds of manufacturing units
are still unregistered. “We can al-
low six months” grace period with
no sales tax collection for new reg-
istrants,” he added.

Hanif Abbasi expresses concern over rising
number of derailments

ISLAMABAD (INP): Federal
Minister for Railways Muhammad
Hanif Abbasi Fnday expressed
concern over the rising number of
derailments and called for a de-
tailed analysis and proactive mea-
sures to prevent future oceur-
rences. He said this while chair-
ing a high-level meeting at the
Ministry of Railways, focusing on
train safety, administrative perfor-
‘mance and ongoing corruption in-
vestigations within Pakistan Rail-
ways. Senior officials presented
comprehensive briefings on re-
cent train accidents and opera-
tional issues, with particular atten-
tion to incidents reported in
Sukkur, Multan, and Peshawar

during June 2025.
Hanif Abba;l d)recled lhal
clear an

action plan be formulated and
submitted to the relevant authori-
ties. He also sought a report on
the delay of the Awam Express
departing from Karachi and or-
dered an immediate inquiry into
the recent foot overbridge inci-
dent in Khanewal.

Regarding the closure of the
Shahinabad Quarry, the minister
instructed officials to identify
those responsible and take appro-
priate action.

The meeting also reviewed
the Railway Constructions Paki-
stan Limited investigation, where
the Inspector General of Pakistan
Railways Police reported that the
fact-finding inquiry was nearing
completion. The inquiry recom-
mends criminal proceedings
against implicated officials and

proposes the case be handed over
to the Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) for further investi-
gation. Reaffirming the Ministry’s
zero-tolerance stance on corrup-
tion, Minister Abbasi said that fi-
nancial, administrative and struc-
tural reforms remain a top priority.

He also said that strict dis:
plinary action against non-per-
forming staff, while assuring that
employees who demonstrate ex-
ceptional performance will be rec-
ognized through rewards and
commendation certificates.

Hanif Abbasi called on all of-
ficers and personnel to perform
their duties with sincerity, trans-
parency and accoumabili(y, em-
phasizing the government’s com-
mitment to restoring public confi-
dence in the national rail system.

KPCM threatens to dissolve assembly
amid political tensions

PESHAWAR (INP): Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister Ali
Amin Gandapur has said that he
holds the authority to dissolve
the provincial assembly at any
time. In a video message,
Gandapur stated that PTT’s found-
ing leader has been unjustly im-
prisoned and that their mandate
was stolen after the events of May
9. “Despite all efforts to dismantle
the KP government, the people of
KP have stood by their mandate,”
he said.

nor for not calling the budget ses-
sion, terming it a constitutional
responsibility.

“The PTIfounder has the le-
gal and moral right to be con-
sulted on the budget yet he is
being denied access,” Gandapur
added.

He warned that failure to
present the budget could allow
the federal government to impose
an economic emergency and take
over the province.

He directed all MPAs not to
vote on the budget demands in

He criticised the KP gover-

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Railways Muhammad Hani
Detailed Briefing on Ongoing Inquiries; Key Directives Issued.

today’s session and said he will
announce the next plan of action
on Monday.

“I have the authority to dis-
solve the assembly anytime—
there is norequirement to wait for
the budget,” Gandapur declared.
“This is a direct message to all in-
stitutions.

"He also cautioned party
members that attempts were being
made to repeat the events of May
9 and February 8.“PTI workers
should prepare mentally and
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pensions for spouses and dis
abled children. Sahibzada Hamid
Raza said health and education
have been ignored in the budget.

I

ISLAMABAD : Federal Minister Seyed Imran Ahmad Shah and BISP Chairperson Senator Rubina|
[Khalid discussing social protection programs during a meeting.

Pakistan issues travel advisory for
Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, Syria

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Pakistan government has is-
sued travel advisory urging citi-
zens to avoid non-essential
travel to Iran, Iraq, Lebanon,
and Syria due to Iran-Israel es-
calation.

In a statement, the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs advised
Pakistani nationals currently
residing in these countries to
remain extremely cautious.

Citizens of Pakistan were
also urged to limit movement
and avoid all unnecessary
travel within those territories.

The advisory specifically
directed citizens to stay in close
contact with their nearest Pa-
kistani emt for assis-

tance and up-to-date informa-
n.
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The directive comes amid
rising regional tensions, par-
ticularly involving Iran and Is-
rael, which have affected se-
curity dynamics across sev-
eral Middle Eastern nations.

The Pakistan Foreign Of-
fice asserted that the advisory
is a precautionary measure to
protect Pakistani nationals
and ensure their safety during
the current volatile situation.

Israel and Iran’s air war
entered a second week on Fri-
day and European officials
sought to draw Tehran back
to the negotiating table after
President Donald Trump said

any decision on potential U.S.
involvement would be made
within two weeks.

Isracl began attacking Iran
last Friday, saying it aimed to
prevent its longtime enemy
from developing nuclear weap-
ons. Iran retaliated with missile
and drone strikes on Israel. It
says its nuclear programme is
peaceful.

Israeli air attacks have
killed 639 people in Iran, said
the Human Rights Activists
News Agency. Those killed in-
clude the military’s top echelon
and nuclear scientists. Israel
has said at least two dozen Is-
racli civilians have died in Ira-
nian missile attacks.




