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CM Bugti Pledges Peace and Progress in Balochistan Budget 2025-26 Address

Qaseem Shah, News Desk:
QUETTA: Chief Minister Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti delivered a compre-
hensive speech during the
Balochistan Assembly’s budget
session for the fiscal year 2025-
26, focusing on key developmen-
tal priorities and pressing secu-
ity concerns across the province.
Speaking with resolve, the Chief
Minister reaffirmed his
government’s uncompromising
stance against terrorism, stating
that Balochistan would not bow
to threats and violence. He em-
phasized that his administration
is committed to peace and stabil-
ity and will not allow innocent
lives to be lost due to militant ac-
tivities. Urgingall stakeholders to
refain from becoming part of what
he termed “a meaningless war,’
he pledged to protect the rights
and lives of ordinary citizens.

In his address, the Chief Min-
ister reiterated his commitment to
standing alongside the voiceless
and underserved populations of
the province.

He outlined his government’s
core priorities in the upcoming
budget, placing special emphasis
on improving education,
healthcare, water access, and ag-
riculture. Bugu announced that
1,200 new schools would be es-
tablished throughout the prov-
ince to ensure broader access to
quality education. He also shared
that 164 basic health units (BHUs)
would be inaugurated simulta-
neously in a single day to extend
medical services to remote com-

RAW-Backed Terror Plot leed in Punjab by Counter
Terrorism Department (CTD)

munities.

Clean drinking water remains
a major challenge in the region,

the Chief Minister an-
nounced that his government
would set up 1,000 water filtration
plants—one in every union coun-
cil-—to provide safe drinking wa-
ter and address the spread of
waterborne diseases. To tackle
water scarcity and improve agri-
cultural productivity, he revealed
that new dams were under con-
struction and, for the first time,
Rs. 4 billion had been allocated
for the development of command
areas to support local farmers.

Going district by district, the
Chief Minister highlighted tai-
lored development plans. He
noted that Washuk district would
receive a historic allocation of
funds, and similar priority would
be extended to Musakhel in the
next fiscal year. Stressing his be-
liefin justice, equality, and good
governance, Bugti assured the
assembly that transparency in
fund utilization would not be com-
promised. He called on fellow law-
makers to work together with the
provincial government to ensure
peace, accountability, and equi-
table development across
Balochistan.

The Chief Minister’s address
laid out a roadmap for inclusive
progress, built on the pillars of
security, transparency, and pub-
lic welfare—markinga new chap-
ter in Balochistan’s journey to-
ward long-term stability and
growth.

Reko Diq Forms Local
Development Committee in Nokundi

News Desk:
LAHORE: A major terror plot
backed by India’s intelligence
agency RAW has been foiled in
Punjab, as the Counter Terrorism
Department (CTD) conducted a
series of successful operations
under “Operation Yalghar”, ar-
resting six suspected facilitators
across multiple districts.

According to CTD officials,
large quantities of explosives,
detonators, and secret maps were
recovered during a raid in Toba
‘Tek Singh. In Bahawalpur, a RAW
facilitator allegedly receiving
funding from Dubai was taken into
custody.

Two  suspects  from
Bahawalnagar were also arrested;
investigations revealed that they
had directly received IEDs from
India’s Border Security Force
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(BSF).
Further probe uncovered
plans for potential terror attacks
targeting a mosque and a railway
station in Bahawalpur.

TD also i audio

News Desk:
NOKUNDI: The inaugural meet-
ing of the Community Develop-
ment Committee (CDC),
formed under [he Corporate

communications of Indian offic-
ers—Major Ravindra Rathore and
Tnspector Singh—who were re-
portedly issuing direct instruc-
tions for target killings and at-
tacks on sensitive locations in Pa-
kistan.

From the suspects’ posses-
sion, IEDs, safety fuses, and clas-
slfled documents were also
seized.

The CTD spokesperson af-
firmed that any conspiracy
against Pakistan’s national secu-
rity will be thwarted at all costs,
and that operations against hos-
ile el will be i i

Social (CSR) ini-
tiative of the Reko Diq Mining
Company (RDMC), was held in
Nokundi to oversee and consult
on local social and development
projects.

The meeting marked the
formal introduction of the com-
mittee, which consists of 16
members—12 men and 4
women. Fourteen members par-
ticipated in this first session.
During the proceedings, the ini-

tial structure and leadership of

the committee were unani-
mously agreed upon.
arech

HajiArz

was elected as Chairman, and
Mufti  Khalil-ur-Rehman
Muhammad Hassani was
elected Vice Chairman for a
three-year term.

Key RDMC officials, in-
cluding Ali Dost Yalanzei,
Muhammad Alisi Tahir Sanjrani,
Noor Khan Mengal, Abdul
Khaliq Digarzai, and Mehboob
Sherzani, also attended the ses-
sion. The CDC has been estab-
lished to ensure transparency in
the execution of development
projects, provide recommenda-
tions, and promote meaningful
public participation in the region.
This initiative represents a vital
component of RDMC’s broader
CSR policy aimed at sustainable
development in the local com-
munity.
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Bank, $10 million will and ensure long-term
N be allocated to im- water availability.

=47 e [prove literacy rates
among children in latest funding package
Balochistan. The edu- is being hailed as a sig-
cation-focused project nificant step toward
aims to enhance the sustainable develop-
quality of primary edu- ment in Balochistan,
cation, directly ben- addressing both educa-
efiting over 250,000 tional uplift and the
students by providing pressing need for wa-
improved learning en- ter infrastructure.

World Bank Approves
$194 Million Aid for
Education and Water

Projects in Balochistan

. News Desk:
ISLAMABAD: The
World Bank has ap- million has been ear-
proved $194 million in marked for a water se-
financial assistance for curity and agricultural
Balochistan to support productivity initiative.
two major develop- The project will en-
ment initiatives fo- hance thelivelihoods of
cused on education and small-scale farmers by
clean water access.
According to an Nari, Talli, and Lora
official statement is-

vironments.
In addition, $94

utilizing water from the

rivers, aiming to boost
World sustainable farming

The World Bank’s

Balochistan’s Rs250 Billion Federal

Quetta’s Traffic Chaos: Urgent
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Balochistan’s Rs250 Billion Federal
Allocation Must Drive Inclusive,
Transparent Infrastructure Development

Editorial:

The federal government’s allocation of Rs250 billion for Balochistan in the
upcoming Public Sector Develop Programme (PSDP) is a step
that, if properly implemented, can transform the province’s economic future.
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s announcement at the Balochistan Grand Tribal
Jirga in Quetta reflects a welcome shift toward prioritizing infrastructure in-

Quetta’s Traffic Chaos

Anjeela Kaynat:

Quella, once a city

known for its peaceful
ambiance, now faces a
escalating traffic crisi
Every day, thousands of
commuters  endure
hours of gridlock, navi-
gating congested roads,
reckless drivers, and de-
teriorating infrastruc-
ture. Fromrickshaws and

vestment, s pment, and regional in a prov-
ince often overlooked.

However, we emphasize that this federal funding must be utilized for high-
lmpact long term infrastructure projects — not short-term political schemes

motorcycles to private
cars, the overwhelming
number of vehicles
clogs major roads, while

initiatives. requires mega projects

that fceler “job creation, enhance public health systems, modernize education
infrastructure, and develop transportation networks to uplift the Human De-
velopment Index (HDI) of the province.

For maximum return on investment and to ensure value for taxpayer money,
funds must be directed toward projects like the dualization of the Quetta-
Karachi Highway, smart road infrastructure, clean drinking water systems,
renewable energy integration, and digital education access, These projects
not only promote regional growth but also boost national economic indicators
and reduce rural-urban disparities.

From a public finance and fiscal policy standpoint, transparency and
accountability mechanisms must be enforced. We urge the government to
establish an independent monitoring authority to ensure that every rupee is
spent efficiently. Government transparency, financial accountability, and pub-
lic-private partnerships should guide the implementation process to avoid
corruption and misuse of development funds.

This is not just an economic opportunity; it is a national security impera-
tive. Without addressing the root causes of underdevelopment — poverty,
unemployment, and lack of education — extremism, insurgency, and foreign-
sponsored sabotage will continue to find fertile ground. National security,
economic resilience, and social cohesion are directly tied to how well we in-
vest in the country’s largest and most resource-rich province.

As a platform committed to investigative journalism, public interest re-
porting, and development policy, we insist that there be no individual projects,
o ghost schemes, and no politically motivated allocations. Only inclusive

and ille-
gal parking worsen the
situation.

The city’s transport  jay

system s on the brink of
collapse, demanding im-
mediate intervention
from both authorities
and residents. This ar-
ticle explores the root
causes of Quetta’s traf-
fic woes, identifies the
most affected areas, and
outlines urgent solu-
tions to restore order to
the roads.

The Strain on
Quetta’s Road Infra-
structure

Quetta’s road net-
work, originally de-
signed during the colo-
nial era, was never in-
tended to

economic development, guided by data-driven planning and
policy, can deliver the sustainable growth Balochistan needs.
his is a defining moment. The Rs250 billion fund should not be another

missed opportunity. It must become the foundation for a new era of economic
empowerment, smart city and i e in
Balochistan. This will not only enhance the province’s GDP contribution, but
also attract foreign direct investment (FDI), boost e-commerce logistics, an
reduce the digital and physical divide that isolates communities.

We call on the federal and pmvmclal ‘governments to act decisively, inclu-
sively, and building, not narrow interests.
The people of Balochistan deserve no less.

Addressing Poverty and Inequality:
A Callfor Sincere Leadership
and Perpetual Reforms

By Amjad Rashid:

the city’s rapid popula-
tion growth and rising
number of vehicles. Al-
though the city was re-
builtafter the 1935 earth-
quake, its road capacity
has remained largely un-
changed, struggling to
support over 1.2 million
residents and the thou-
sands of vehicles added
each year.

Key roads such as
Jinnah Road, Sariab
Road, Liaquat Bazaar,
Masjid Road, and
Zarghoon Road have
become  perpetual
bottlenecks, choked by

to Fix the Crisis

is worst in commercial
hubs such as Liaquat
Bazaar, Masjid Road,
Jinnah Road, and
Zarghoon Road, where
vehicles move at a
snail’s pace during peak
hours.

With no alternative
routes or bypasses, all
traffic is funneled
through these roads,
causing massive dela
Key intersections,
cluding Balochistan Uni-
versity Chowk,

Meezan Chowk, and
Prince Road, frequently
experience severe traffic

ms.
The Surge of

Non-Custom Paid

(NCP) and Unreg-
istered Vehicles

The unchecked in-
flux of non-custom paid
(NCP) and unregistered
vehicles has com-
pounded the traffic cri-
sis.

A 2010 report esti-
mated over 50,000 NCP
vehicles on
Balochistan’s roads,
causing an annual rev-
enue loss of Rs 15 billion
to the national exche-

quer.

By 2024, this num-
ber has surged to nearly
80,000, with a significant
concentration in Quetta
(Excise and Taxation De-
partment, 2024).

Despite periodic
crackdowns, including
the 2023 seizure of 115
NCP vehicles worth Rs
982 million (ARY News,
2023),

enforcement efforts
have failed to stem the
tide. Quetta’s traffic po-
lice estimate that 40% of
vehicles in the city are
either unregistered or
NCP (Think Transporta-

ment are pervasive ourunique

£0V°f‘>’a"d inequality, - across South Asia and Special economic

much like dy . ef- zones, coupled with ini-
sasters, afflict societies forts between these re- tiatives for youth devel-
worldwide, including Pa- ~ gions, opment and the expan-
kistan. These are not bolstered by part- sion of remittances, offer

natural phenomena but nerships with nations ~short-term relief while
rather systemic issues like China, hold promise ~ perpetuating reforms to
rooted in human actions in addressing these broaden the tax base and
and policies. To eradi- sues. However, reliance reduce dependency on
cate this disease, na- on the failing neoliberal electoral politics.
tional governments must  order is futile; instead, a South Asia, in par-
craft comprehensive paradigm shift towards ticular, requires a con-
strategies aimed at safe- sustainable solutions is certed ‘effort towards re-
guarding future genera- imperative. gional connccuvny. re-
tions from its scourge. In Pakistan, the es-  source exploration, har-
In Pakistan, the tablishment of robust nessing youth polenliﬂl,
onus lies heavily on our local governance struc- and fostering transpar-
political elite, spanning  tures with financial de-  ent governance free from
all parties, to recognize centralization is para- corruption. The path for-
the gravity of the situa- mount. Political elites ward does not demand
tionand redirect their ef- possess a window of extraordinary intellect
forts towards combating ~ opportunity to empower but rather sincere leader-
this man-made affliction. local bodies and enact ~ship committed to imple-
Without a collective pro-poor policies. The menting existing solu-
awakeningand ashiftin ~ Chinese model serves as  tions.
approach, the cure will a beacon of inspiration, The concept of Ba-
remain elusive. More- demonstrating the effi- sic Democracy warrants
over, at the international ~ cacy of such strategies reevaluation, with a fo-
oy o

level, institutions such when i - cus on lo-
as the IMF, World Bank, ~ fectively. cal bodies to eradicate
and the UN must prioz Regional connec- poverty and pursue en-

tize social and cultural  tivity, underpinned bya during prosperity

rights over neoliberal long-term  vision, through perpetual re-

agendas, especially as emerges as a viable so- forms.

the global order under- lution. Itis incumbent upon

goes significant decay. It necessitates all stakeholders respon-
The challenges of moving beyond the ro-  sible for the nation’s de-

illegal encr
unregulated parking,
and an ever-increasing
number of vehicles.
Without a structured ur-
ban transport model,
these roads remain
gridlocked, affecting
dail llfc and economic
activity.
Majnr Traffic Chal-
lenges in Quetta
Severe Congestion on
Key Roads
Traffic congestion

tion, 2023),
congestion and lawless-
ness on the roads.
Lack of a
Proper Public
Transport
System

Unlike other major
cities in Pakistan, Quetta
lacks an organized pub-
lic transport system.
With no buses or mass
transit options, re
dents rely on rickshaws,

motorcycles, and private
cars, further clogging the
roads. Over 50,000 rick-
shaws operate within the
city, creating congestion
in already packed areas
like Masjid Road and
Liaquat Bazaar (Traffic
Survey: Quetta Smart
and Safe City, 2023).

Although the gov-
emnment has revisited the
Quetta Mass Transit
Train project,

financial constraints
have delayed its execu-
tion, leaving residents
without an efficient alter-
native to private trans-
port.

Encroachments
and Illegal
Parking Worsen

Congestion
Unauthorized stalls
and illegal parking oc-
cupy nearly 30% of road
space in busy commer-
ial zones such as Prince
Road and Jinah Road

up shop on sidewalks,
forcing pedestrians onto
the roads, while shop-
keepers extend their busi-
nesses onto public
spaces, further resrict-
ing traffic flow.
Deteriorating

Road Conditions

Over  60% of
Quetta’s roads are in dis-
repair, riddled with pot-
holes, cracks, and poor
drainage systems
(INRIX, 2024). Roads
such as Joint Road,
Sariab Road,

Sabzal Road, and
Nawa Killi arc among the
worst affected. During
rainfall, flooding exacer-
bates the problem, mak-
ing navigation nearly im-
possible.

Balochistan s road infra-
structure crisis occurred
in 2024, when a bus
plunged into a ravine in
Washuk district due to
poor road conditions.
Despite promises of road
improvements, delays in
infrastructure projects
continue to endanger
commuters.
Weak Traffic

Management and

Enforcement

A lack of proper
traffic regulation has led
to frequent violations,
reckless driving, and ris-
ing accidents.

With an inadequate
number of traffic police
officers on the roads,
many drivers ignore ba-
sic rules—running red
lights, driving on the
wrong side, and engag-
ing in dangerous ma-
neuvers.

Although the
Balochistan government
announced plans to
build flyovers and un-
derpasses in 2024 to
ease congestion, finan-
cial setbacks have
stalled these projects
(Balochistan Express,

024).

S

Practical
Solutions to
Fix Quetta’s
Traffic Woes
Toaddress Quetta’s
worsening traffic criss,
amulti-faceted approach
is needed, combining
road expansion, better
enforcement, and public
transport development.
Here are some key solu-

Urgent Reforms Needed

congestion in commer-
cial hubs.

« Create designated
parking areas for ric}
shaws and motorcycl:

5. Strengthéning
Traffic Law Enforcement

« Deploy more traf-
fic police officers to en-
sure compliance with
traffic rules.

« Impose heavier
fines and penalties on
reckless drivers.

. Removing En-
croachments and Tllegal
Parking

+ Conduct regular
operations to clear roads
of unauthorized stalls
and illegally parked ve-
hicles.

« Establish alterna-
tive vending zones to
prevent the return of
street vendors.

7. Traffic Awareness
and Public Education

* Launch awareness
campaigns to educate
citizens on traffic rules
and road safety.

« Integrate basic traf-
fic education into school
curriculums to instill dis-
cipline in future genera-
tions.

tions: Call to Action:
1 Rpad A Collective
Exp and R ibility
. P
Maintenance Every day, Quetta’s

« Widen key roads
such as Masjid Road,
Jinnah Road, and
Zarghoon Road to ac-
commodate growing traf-
fic.

« Improve drainage
systems to prevent road
damage and flooding.

2. Regulating Non-
Custom Paid Vehicles

* Enforce stricter
measures to curb the in-
flux of NCP vehicles.

« Introduce policies
to register or phase out
unregistered vehicles.

3. Establishing a
Public Transport System

« Launch a city bus
service to provide an af-
fordable alternative to
private cars.

« Develop dedi-
cated bus lanes to im-
prove efficiency and re-
duce congestion.

4. Regulating Rick-
shaws and Motorcycles

«+ Implement route-
based restrictions for
rickshaws to prevent

residents face the frus-
tration of endless traffic

jams, reckless drivers,

and poorly managed
roads.

Yet, the problem
persists—not just be-
cause of weak gover-
nance,

but because of col-
lective negligence.

Authorities must
act swiftly to expand
roads, enforce traffic
laws, and implement
public transport reforms.
Citizens, too, have a role
to play—by obeying traf-
fic rules, avoiding ille-
gal parking, and discour-
aging encroachments.
Without a united effort,
Quetta’s traffic woes will
only worsen,

jeopardizing the
city’s economy, safety,
and qualityof life.

Quetta stands at a
turning point. The time
to act is now—before
the crisis spirals beyond
control.

Millions in Balochistan to Gain Flood Protection, Housing, and
Essential Services Through Major Resilience Drive

Syed Ali Shah:

Eisloric Recovery
Effort in Balochistan

Balochistan is set
to witness a major
transformation as mil-
lions of residents
across 32 flood-af-
fected districts benefit
from new flood protec-

floods, is now being
equipped with stronger,
climate-resilient infra-
structure designed to
withstand future disas-
ters. Beyond rebuild-
ing homes and infra-
structure, the initiative
is restoring hope:
curing clean water,

sure that the people of
Balochistan never
again have to endure
the same level of dev-
astation,” a senior gov-
ernment rep a-

tion services, and sup-
porting farmers and
small businesses to re-
vive local economies.
Every pro]ecl is

in skills development
programs so commu-
nities can respond
faster and better to
future dlsaslers Over

,000 s eots

tive said.
Building

Resilience, Not

Just Rebuildi

tion measures, housing
reconstruction, and the
restoration of essential

povertyalleviation, mal- manticized notions of to prioritize
nutrition,  stunted democracy and social- this agenda and steer
growth, inadequate sani- ism towards pragmatic Pakistan towards a
tation, and unemploy- approaches that address brighter future.

Hayat Khan Achakzai:
Strengthening PPP’s
Presence in Balochistan

By Bashir

ichari:

; N s port for the PPP and Achakzai is actively
he akistan jis mission has rein- working to enhance
Peoples Party (PPP) forced the party’s the party's appeal, par-
continues to champion grassroots connec- ticularly among the

democracy and public tions. youth.

rights, with Hayat Amplifying PPP’s His leadership is
Khan Achakzai Message Through driving PPP towards a
emerging as a key Media more organized and
leader in In a region where dynamic political pres-

Balochistan. His re- political narratives of- ence in Balochistan.
lentless commitment ten go unheard, A Key Pillar for
and strategic efforts Achakzaihasplayeda  PPP’s Growth

are solidifying the crucial role in lever- Hayat Khan
party’s influence in the ~ aging media to extend  Achakzai’s continued
province. PPP’s reach. dedication and strate-
Commitment to As a media coor- gic vision are instru-
Public Service dinator, he has en- mental in fortifying

Since the begin- sured that the party’s PPP’s standing in
ning ofhis political ca- ideology resonates Balochistan. His lead-

reer, with the public, further ~ership ensures that the
‘Achakzai has pri- strengthening its posi- party remains a formi-
oritized addressing the  tion. dable force advocating

issues of A Leader Shaping for democracy and
the Future public rights in the
His sleadf‘asl sup- Looking ahead, province.

services. Over2.7 mil-
lion people are ex-
pected to directly ben-
efit from the initiative,
with 1.8 million gaining
protection against fu-
ture floods and more
than 105,000 homes
being rebuilt for dis-
placed families.

The region, which
suffered devastating
losses during the 2022

and sustainable liveli-
hoods for communities
that were pushed into
extreme vulnerability.

Local officials
stress that the real suc-
cess will not be mea-
sured by the number
of projects completed,
but by the resilience of
families who will be
able to rebuild their
lives with dignity, secu-
rity, and opportunity.
“This is about making

Rather than s:m-
ply repairing what was
lost, the Integrated
Flood Resilience and
Adaptation Project
(IFRAP) focuses on
making Balochistan
stronger against future
climate shocks. Key
elements of the project
include constructing
resilient housing, build-
ing embankments and
flood channels, restor-
ing health and educa-

guided by
input, ensuring that lo-
cal needs shape the
recovery.

By prioritizing
marginalized groups,
especially women and
vulnerable popula-
tions, IFRAP aims to
create aninclusive and
sustainable recovery.

A Lifeline for
Millions

In addition to
physical reconstruc-
tion, the project is im-
proving early warning
systems, providing bet-
ter water management
solutions, and investing

are bung mnuu.d to
address the diverse
needs of the flood-af-
fected population.
The ultimate goal
is to break the cycle of
destruction and vul-
nerability. Through
smart investments to-
day, Balochistan is
building a safer, more
prosperous tomorrow
for its people.
Officials empha-
size that the road to full
recovery will take time,
but the determination
to protect lives, liveli-
hoods, and dignity has
never been stronger.

Heatwave

By Ghalib Nehad:

zis temperatures
soar across Pakistan,
several districts of
Balochistan are brac-
ing for an intense
heatwave.
According to the
Balochistan Meteoro-
logical Department,
Sibi is expected to
record temperatures
as high as 47°C in the
coming days. Turbat
may reach 46°C,
Lasbela 44°C,
Nokundi 43°C,
Dalbandin 41°C, and
Quetta could experi-
ence highs of up to

Threatens Lives and Crops in Balochistan

35°C.

The Met Office
has issued heatwave
alerts for Sibi, Kachhi,
Sohbatpur,  Lehri,
Naseerabad, Jhal
Magsi, Turbat,
Lasbela, Washuk,
Kharan, and Chaghi,
warning of dry and
extreme weather con-
ditions.

The heat is not
only endangering hu-
man health but also
threatening agricul-
tural productivity.
Khalid Hussain Bhat,
Chairman of the Farm-
ers” Union, empha-

sized that extreme hl,dl
severely imp:
survival and crop
growth.

He noted that
wheat yields, which
traditionally ranged
from 50-60 maunds
per acre, have dropped
significantly to 20-25
maunds due to milder
winters and erratic cli-
mate patterns.

Bhat also high-
lighted the critical situ-
ation in canal-fed farm-
ing areas where de-
clining water availabil-
ity has exacerbated the
risks. He urged the

government to intro-
duce ant
crop varieties to pre-
vent billions in agricul-
tural losses and poten-
tial food shortages.
Meanwhile, Dr.
Mahmood Ahmed
warned that rising tem-
peratures could lead to
an incre n heat-re-
lated illnesses. He ad-
vised citizens to stay
hydrated, avoid sun
exposure between 11
am. and 4 p.m., and
wear light-colored,
loose-fitting clothing.
Reducing meat con-
sumption and cating

more fruits and veg-

les can also help
mitigate heat-related
risks.

Dr. Ahmed
stressed the impor-
tance of early action to
prevent heatstroke,
outlining symptoms
such as
sweating, fatigue, diz-
ziness, nausea, rapid

artbeat, a

vere cas
sciousness.

He urged both
public awareness and
government support to
manage the growing
threat effectively.
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Gandapur seeks meeting with Imran Khan,
Justice Mansoor recuses

ISLAMABAD (INP): Khyber p

Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister
Ali Amin Gandapur appeared
before the Supreme Court on
‘Wednesday to request permis-
sion for a meeting with former
premier and PTI founder
Imran Khan, citing urgent party
consultations ahead of the pro-
vincial budget.

However, Justice Mansoor
Ali Shah declined to hear the
matter, stating it was not a ju-
dicial issue.

CM Gandapur arrived at
the courtroom while another
case was underway, accompa-
nied by senior lawyer Latif
Khosa and KP Advocate Gen-
eral Shah Faisal.

Addressing the bench,
Gandapur argued that the KP
Assembly is in the midst of

ing its budget and the bud-
get committee urgently needs
guidance from the party head.

He lamented that repeated
requests to meet Imran Khan
had been ignored, despite
Khan's formal letter to the Su-
preme Court.

Justice Shah, however, re-
fused to take up the petition,

“This is not a matter for
the judicial side; you have ap-
proached the wrong forum.
The proper course is to submit
your request to the SC Regis-
trar or Chief Justice Yahya
Afridi, who also chairs the
Pracuu. and Procedure Com-
mittee.”

Advocate Khosa urged the
court to treat the matter as ur-
gent, but Justice Shah reiter-
ated that no judicial proceed-

ings could be undertaken on
this issue.

Speaking to media outside
the court, CM Gandapur ex-
pressed frustration, claiming a
conspiracy was underway to
isolate Imran Khan. “We’ve
sacrificed for this country,”
said. “Our mandate was s
len, and now the judiciary has
been handcuffed after the 26th
constitutional amendment.”

He emphasised that his
visit to the court was made
under the PTI founder’s in-
structions and expressed hope
that the Supreme Court would
soon fix a hearing date for the
request.

Regarding the KP budget,
Gandapur declared it the best
presented to date and aligned
with Imran Khan’s vision.

e — F o
(QUETTA: Member of Provincial Assembly Asad Baloch meeting with Governor Balochistan Jafal
[Khan Mandokhail.

Punjab CM directs for foolproof security
during Muharram

LAHORE (INP): Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
Sharif chaired a high-level
meeting on Tuesday to review
and finalize arrangements for
Muharram-ul-Haram, with a
strong emphasis on ensuring
foolproofsecurity, religious har-
mony, and public welfare.
The CM issued clear di-
rectives for an emergency pre-
paredness plan and ordered
strict impl ion of the

visit religious scholars to pro-
mote coordination and commu-
nity engagement.

The CM directed the
Punjab Safe Cities Authority to
immediately repair all non-
functional CCTV cameras and
tasked the Special Monitoring
Unit with identifying and re-
porting hate content. She also
ordered mock security drills to
test preparedness and dm.ucd
the i of’!

the continuation of combing
operations. Procurement of
anti-drone systems was also
discussed to enhance surveil-
lance capabilities.
Highlighting the impor-
tance of strict SOPs enforce-
ment, she directed WAPDA
and related authorities to elimi-
nate dangling power lines and
ensure uninterrupted electric-
ity and functioning streetlights
Muharram.

code of conduct during
Muharram. She categorically
stated that there will be zero
tolerance for any violation of
these directives.

Maryam Nawaz
called for the immediate arrest
of individuals involved in
spreading hate speech or incit-
ing violence through social
media. She also imposed a
province-wide ban on banners,
posters, wall chalking, and un-
authorized drone activity, di-
recting law enforcement to
take swift action against viola-
tors.

She instructed provincial
ministers, commissioners,
deputy commissioners, RPOs,
and DPOs to personal]y super-
vise local ar and to

‘sabeels’ (refreshment sta-
tions) along procession routes,
with proper monitoring and the
provision of lemon water, cold
drinks, and bottled water for
participants.

To mitigate the effects of
extreme heat and humidity,
CM Maryam Nawaz in-
structed authorities to install
water sprinkling systems along
procession routes and to estab-
lish mobile clinics and field hos-
pitals. She further directed the
implementation of an effective
traffic management plan and
real-time advisories, while en-
suring timely water dramage in
case of rainfall.

She called for the activa-
tion of systems like Hotel Eye
and Travel Eye and

Expressing concern over
recurring infrastructure issues,
she censured responsible agen-
cies for negligence, especially
in relation to uncovered man-
holes and potholes on proces-
sion routes. She directed pri-
vate housing societies to im-
mediately fix sewerage covers
in their areas.

“All stakcholders must
stay vigilant and united. The
success of Operation Bayaan-
ul-Marsous has disturbed hos-
tile elements, and we must not
allow them any opportunity to
exploit the situation,” she said.
She instructed cabinet mem-
bers to ensure effective imple-
mentation in their respective
districts and involve all stake-
holders in decision-making.

Pakistan’s relationship with Saudi Arabia
based on shared faith, history: Gillani

ISLAMABAD (INP): Senate
Chairman Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani
on Tuesday said Pakistan’s rela-
tionship with Saudi Arabia is
based on shared faith, history, and
mutual respect, rather than trans-
actional interests.Pakistan real
estate listings

He made these remarks dur-
ing a meeting with Major General
(Rtd) Dr. Abdul Rahman bin
Sanhat Al-Harbi, head of the
Saudi-Pakistan Parliamentary
Friendship Group, at Parliament
House.

Gilani recalled his successful
visit to Saudi Arabia last year and
the reciprocal visit by the Chair-
‘man of the Shura Council to Paki-
stan.

He said these high-level ex-
changes highlight the growing
impoﬂanoe ofparliamentary diplo-

The Chairman called for in-
ar dialoguc

between the Senate of Pakistan
and the Saudi Shura Council
through frequent high-level vis-
its and enhanced people-to-
people contacts.

e also shared his impres-
sions from meetings with Saudi
leadership, noting that both coun-
tries enjoy deep-rooted senti-
‘ments of mutual love and respect.

He thanked the Kingdom for
consistently improving Hajj and
Umrah facilities for Pakistani pil-

" Gilani praised the role of over
2.5 million Pakistanis working in
Saudi Arabia, describing them as
vital contributors to both Saudi
development and Pakistan’s
economy through remittances.
appreciated  the
Kingdom’s efforts in taking care
of the Pakistani diaspora.
Reaffirming Pakistan’s unwa-
vering commitment to its alliance
with Saudi Arabia, the Senate

Chairman expressed hope that the
Friendship Group would help
usher ina new era of strategic and
future-oriented cooperation. *“We
also look forward to the visit of
His Highness, the Crown Prince
of Saudi Arabia,” he said.

He highlighted the historical
depth of Pakistan-Saudi defence
and security ties and said eco-
nomic and trade cooperation has
also played a key role in strength-
ening the partnership.

Referring to the Special In-
vestment Facilitation Council
(SIFC), Gilani said the forum of-
fers a one-window solution for
promoting trade and investment
across various sectors.

He called for early implemen-
tation of the Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs) signed
between the two countries, and
reiterated Pakistan’s desire to fur-
ther enhance its fraternal ties with
the Kingdom

il {7
ISLAMABAD: Federal Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi chairing a meeting regard-|
ing arrangement during Muharram.

the Agriculture.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif chair a meéting regarding reforms in|

Prime Minister (PM) reaffirms govt’s
commitment to revitalizing farm sector

ISLAMABAD (INP): Prime
Minister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Wednesday reaf-
firmed the government’s com-
mitment to revitalizing the ag-
riculture sector by introducing
sustainable reforms in the sec-
tor.

Describing the agriculture
sector as the backbone of the
national economy, the prime
minister emphasised that the
introduction of sustainable re-
forms in agriculture will not
only boost the country’s eco-
nomic development but also
significantly enhance per-acre
yield and reduce production
costs.

Chairing a high-level meet-
ing on agricultural sector re-
forms, the prime minister di-
rected the relevant authorities
to gradually reduce taxes on
agricultural machinery and
tools in order to encourage
farm mechanization across the
country. He also instructed to
expedite efforts aimed at in-
creasing the storage capacity
for agricultural produce.

PM Shehbaz Sharif wel-
comed the provision of funds
by provincial governments for

new agricultural projects, stat-
ing that these initiatives would
play a key role in accelerating
sectoral growth.

He expressed optimism
that the agriculture students
and scientists currently pursu-
ing scholarships in China
would contribute to the
sector’s development as entre-
preneurs upon their return.

He informed that no new
taxes were being imposed on
fertilizers or agricultural pes-
ticides in the upcoming fiscal
year, reaffirming the
government’s commitment to
support farmers and keep in-
put costs manageable.

The prime minister noted
that the development of the
agriculture sector would di-
rectly benefit farmers and up-
lift rural communities across
the country.

He stressed that increas-
ing agricultural productivity,
modernizing infrastructure,
and facilitating access to af-
fordable credit were all cru-
cial pillars of the reform
agenda.

During the meeting, the
prime minister was briefed on

key recommendations focused
on increasing agricultural out-
put, improving infrastructure,
and expanding farmers’ access
to casy agri-loans.

The briefing highlighted the
National Agriculture Innovation
and Growth Action Plan, which
aimed to raise farmers’ in-
comes, boost production, and
steer reforms in the right direc-
tion.

It was also shared that in-
creasing exports of value-
added agricultural products
would further enhance farmers’
carnings. Under the National
Technology Fund’s project Ig-
nite, a total of 129 agricultural
start-ups have been launched
to date, aimed at fostering in-
novation and entreprencurship
in the sector.

The meeting was attended
by Federal Minister for Na-
tional Food Security Rana
Tanveer Hussain, Minister for
Climate Change Dr. Musadik
Malik, PM’s Chief Coordinator
Musharraf Zaidi, Chief Coor-
dinator for Agriculture Sector
Ahmad Umair, as well as pri-
vate sector entrepreneurs and
senior government officials.

SBP releases third quarterly payment
systems review for FY25

percent surge in value.

KARACHI (INP): State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP) has released its
Quarterly Payment Systems Re-
view for Q3 FY25, providing a
summary on the payment sys-
tems, and presenting notable
changes in the digital payment
landscape of the country.

The digital payments in the
country continued its upward tra-
jectory during Q3-FY25, with sub-
stantial increase in transactional
volume and value. Retail payment
volumes climbed 12 percent to
reach 2,408 million transactions,
while the overall transaction value
grew by 8 percent to Rs 164 tril-
lion.

Further, the number of trans-
actions through digital channels
accounted for 89 percent of all re-
tail transactions. Mobile app-
based platforms, including mobile
banking apps, branchless bank-
ing (BB) wallets, and e-money
wallets, collectively

The number of users of digi-
tal banking services also wit-
nessed a steady rise.

Mobile banking app users
grew t022.6 million (up by 7pc e-
Money and BB wallet users in-
creased to 5.3 million (up by
12pcand 68.5 million (up by
6perespectively, while internet
banking users reached 14.1 mil-
lion (up by 7pc).

E-commerce payments in-
creased by 40 percent in volume
10213 million and 34 percent by
value to Rs 258 billion, as com-
pared to the previous quarter.
Digital wallets were the largest
contributor in e-commerce pay-
ments i.e. 94 percent (199.1 mil-
lion) by value, while card-based
online payments accounted for
only6% (3.5 million) only.

For in-store purchases,
140,861 merchants processed 99

1,686 million transactions valuing
Rs27 trillion, reflecting a 16 per-
cent growth in volume and a 22

million (up 1

Rs 550 billion (up by 8pcusmg a
network of 179,383 point-of-sales
terminals. Further, merchants ac-

cepting QR codes also processed
21.7 million transactions valued at
Rs 61 billion.

SBP operated payment sys-
tems, Raast (Instant Payment Sys-
tem) and RTGS (Real-time Gre
Settlement System) have been in-
strumental in accelerating digital
payments.

Raast processed 371 million
transactions worth Rs 8.5 trillion
during the quarter, bringing cumu-
lative volumes since launchto 1.5
billion in volume and more than
Rs 34trillion in value. Large-value
payments via RTGS handled 1.5
million large-value payments
amounting Rs 347 trillion.

The shift towards a digital
cconomy is well-supported by
SBP’s strategic initiatives as well
as the concerted efforts of banks,
fintechs, and payment service
providers.

As digital payments expand,
SBP remains dedicated to promot-
ing financial inclusion and im-
proving payment efficiency for all
stakeholders.

ISLAMABAD Federal Mlmster for Petroleum, Ali Pervaiz Malik and US Chargé d'Amnres to|
Pakistan, Natalie Baker co-hosted a webinar to pi
[ American investors’ at OGDCL head office.

amongst]

Tessori challenges SHC decision giving
access to acting Governor

KARACHI (INP): Sindh Gov-
ernor Kamran Tessori on
Wednesday challenged the
Sindh High Court (SHC) deci-
sion—giving access to acting
Governor Awais Qadir Shah to
all rooms, offices and chambers
of the Governor House except
the residential portion to carry
out his official business, with-
out hearing the other party.
Kamran Tessori ap-
proached the Supreme Court
(SC) and filed a constitutional
petition through Barrister Abid
Zuberi, with the hearing sched-

uled in Islamabad’s principal
bench. The petitioner main-

tained that SHC issued its rul-
ing without hearing their per-
spective, allowing caretaker
Governor Syed Awais Qadir
Shah to conduct meetings de-
spite ‘restrictions’.

amran Tessori con-
tended that the 2015 law pro-
hibits the caretaker governor
from fully using the Governor
House, adding that Syed Awais
Qadir Shah was ‘given’ all
protocol enriched in the con-
stitution.

He added that the acting
governor was not restricted
from holding the meeting at
the Governor House.

The petitioner also attached
what he called evidence from
images and videos showing full
protocol extended to the care-
taker governor and argued that
the constitution defines the lim-
ited scope of a caretaker
governor’s authority.

Kamran Tessori main-
tained that the SHC disposed
of the case ‘hastily’, request-
ing the apex to rule the deci-
sion null and void.

The Supreme Court
Karachi Registry confirmed
that the constitutional matter
will be adjudicated by the prin-
cipal bench in Islamabad.




