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Honour Killing in Balochistan: Victims Identified, One
Arrested, CM Confirms Terror Charges

4 terrorists killed in Balochistan’s
Kalat operation: ISPR

Staff Reporter,
News Desk:

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti has
confirmed that the harrowing
video of a man and woman
being murdered—allegedly in
the name of honour—has been
officially acknowledged by pro-
vincial authorities. In a state-
ment released via social me-
dia, the Chief Minister said that
law enforcement was imme-
diately directed to take action
after the video surfaced online.

According to the Chief
Minister, the victims have been
identified, and the incident took
place a few days before Eid-
ul-Adha. Crucially, the govern-
ment has become the complain-
ant in the case, which has been
registered under anti-terrorism
laws. One suspected perpetra-
tor has already been arrested.

“This horrific crime will not
go unanswered,” Bugti stated.
“The law will take its course,
and all those involved will be
brought to justice.”

The state’s decision to reg-

ster the case under the Anti-
Terrorism Act underscores the
gravity of the crime and sig-
nals zero tolerance for such
brutal acts. The Chief

i
Minister’s swift response has
been welcomed by rights ac-
tivists and civil society mem-
bers who are calling for public
justice and institutional reform.
The viral video has ignited

national outrage, once again
highlighting the persistent
threat of honour-based vio-
lence in parts of Pakistan and
the urgent need for systemic
accountability.

Brutal ‘Honour Killing’ in Balochistan Sparks National
Outrage: PM, CM Urged to Deliver Swift Justice

Syed Ali Shah,

News Desk:
QUETTA:A deeply
video showing the cold-! blooded
murder of a young man and
woman—allegedly in the name of
honour—has goné viral on social
media, triggering shockwaves
across Pakistan. The barbaric kill-
ing, reportedly filmed in a remote

our society. The killers will face
the full force of the law—no one
is above the Constitution or the
courts.”

Rind added that the Chief
Minister had issued firm instruc-
tions: all culprits must be arrested
immediately, and no tribal or fa-
milial pressure will be allowed to
influence the course of justice.
Pakistan Ulema

area of has ignited
widespread condemnation and
renewed calls for urgent action
against honour-based violence.

The footage, which shows
the victims being executed at
point-blank range, has horrified
viewers and drawn strong con-
demnation from civil society, reli-
gious scholars, and political lead-
ersalike.

In response, Chief Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Bugti
took immediate notice and ordered
the swift arrest of all individuals
involved. He termed the incident

“utterly unacceptable” and in-
structed law enforcement agen-
cies to conduct a thorough inves-
tigation and present a detailed re-
port without delay.

Government spokesperson
Shahid Rind called the double
murder an “unforgivable act of
brutality.” He emphasized, “Such
barbaric behavior has no place in

Council Chairman Hafiz Tahir
Mechmood Ashrafi strongly con-
demned the murders and de-
manded justice. “We call on the

FC personnel martyred as unknown gunmen open fire at
checkpoint in GB’

NEWS DESK: A Federal Con-
stabulary soldier was killed when
unidentified gunmen opened fire
at a forest checkpoint along the
Karakoram Highway in Gilgit-
Baltistan’s Diamer district, police
said on Sunday. Deputy Inspec-
tor General of Police (DIG) Diamer
Farrukh Rasheed said in a state-
ment, “The deceased has been
identified as Muhammad Gul Sher
from Dera Ismail Khan.

“The motive behind the at-
tack is not yet known, and the
police are investigating the case.

The suspects fled with the gun of
the deceased.”

Senior Superintendent of Po-
lice Abdul Hameed told Dawn.com,
“Unknown assailants opened fire
at the checkpoint while the de-
ceased was on duty and his col-
leagues were asleep.”

He added that police teams
were raiding nearby areas to look
for the suspects. In his statement,
he speculated that the case ap-
peared to be related to terrorism,
ruling out personal enmity or a
timber smuggling attempt.

Prime Minister, Governor of
Balochistan, and the IG Police to
ensure that the perpetrators are
arrested without delay,” Ashrafi
said. “They should be tried in anti-
terrorism courts and pumshcd in
accordance with the law.”

He also the Is-

The horrifying incident has
intensified public pressure on the
federal and provincial govern-
ments to take concrete action
against honour-based crimes,
which continue to plague many
parts of rural and tribal Pakistan.

lamic viewpoint, stating, “Islam
strictly forbids honour killings. A
woman’s right to choose her life
partner is fully protected in
Shariah. No one has the right to
murder in the name of false
honour.”

The forest checkpoint was
situated at the Thore Road, pri-
marily to inspect vehicles for
wood smuggling via the road,
which connects the KKH with for-
estareas in the district.

GB Chief Minister Haji Gulbar
Khan condemned the attack, say-
ing, “Firing by terrorists on state
personnel is an unacceptable
act.”

Accordingto a statement, he
directed the police to bring the
perpetrators to justice and sought
a report on the incident from the

tivists and legal ex-
perts have demanded immediate
reforms, including strict imple-
mentation of existing laws, pro-
tection for vulnerable women, and
education campaigns to chal-
lenge toxic tribal norms disguised
as honour.

Diamer: police

home department.

GB government spokesman
Faizullah Faraq said in a separate
statement that funeral prayers for
the martyred soldier were offered
at the Police Lines in Chilas, and
preparations were underway to
send the body to his hometown.

In 2023, at least nine people
lost their lives and 21 passengers
received injuries after an
Islamabad-bound bus came under
fire in a terrorist attack near Chilas
in Diamer district of Gilgit-
Baltistan.

Afghan refugees risk bllllons in losses

NEWS DESK:As the status of
over one million Afghan citizens
holding Proof of Registration
(PoR) cards hangs in the balance
after expiry of their stay limit last
month, the refugees are worried
about economic losses due to
possible disposal of their assets
in haste that they built in the past
five decades. Although there is
slow implementation of the lllegal
Foreigners Repatriation Plan, the
refugees are concerned that they
may be forced to sell their valu-
able assets at throwaway prices
in case the validity of their cards
is not extended further. Due to
curity and economic consi
ations, the Pakistani authorities
decided to repatriate all illegal for-
eign immigrants in November
2023. Pakistan has so far repatri-
ated approximately 1.3 million Af-
ghans and still there are about 1.6
million staying back, according to

the data compiled by a United
Nations entity. These include over
one million refugees who have
PoR cards but these documents
expired on June 30, 2025. The gov-
ernment is considering two op-
tions, either giving a temporary
extension or offering these PoR
card holders a long-term visa, ac-

cording to officials dealing with
the subject. So far, nodecision has
been taken to extend the PoR cards
but the government is working on
anew visa policy for foreigners,
said Chaudhry Talal, the Minister
of State for Interior, while talking
to The Express Tribune. The mat-
ter to give an extension had also

been discussed in the federal cabi-
net but no decision was taken.

Talal said that the new visa
policy would offer incentives for
foreign investment in Pakistan and
the Afghan citizens can also take
advantage of that. Beyond
Boundaries, an initiative of the
Centre for Research and Security
Studies, has been working for the
resolution of the Afghan refugees’
issue. It is advocating a perma-
nent solution to the problem so
that the refugees who came to Pa-
kistan after 1979 are not forced to
sell their assets at discounted
prices and these people can also
positively contribute to the local
economy. Only Dostokhail tribe
people are holding approximately
Rs52 billion in assets in Peshawar
in the shape of movable and im-
movable properties in others’
names, said Ahmad Shah, a trader
from the tribe.

g

NEWS DESK: Security forces
killed four terrorists during an op-
eration in Balochistan’s Kalat dis-
trict, the military’s media wing said
in a statement on Sunday.

There has been an increase
in the frequency of attacks
against security forces in
Balochistan in recent times. Ear-
lier this week, three people were
killed and seven others were in-
jured as a passenger bus was fired
upon in Kalat.

The Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR) said in a state-
ment that the intelligence-based
operation took place on the night
of July 19-20, upon the “reported
presence of terrorists belonging
to Indian proxy, Fitna al
Hindustan”. In May this year, the
government designated all terror-
ist organisations in Balochistan
as Fitna-Al-Hindu-stan.
“During the conduct of [the]

operation, [our] own forces effec-
tively engaged the terrorists” lo-
cation, and after an intense fire
exchange, four Indian sponsored
terrorists were sent to hell,” the
statement read. According to the
ISPR, weapons, ammunition and
explosives were recovered from

rorist activities in the area.

ported that security forces seized
aFitna Al Hindustan flag as well.

“[A] sanitisation operation is
being conducted to eliminate any
other terrorist found in the area,
as the security forces of Pakistan
are determined to wipe out the
menace of Indian sponsored ter-
rorism from the country, and reaf-
firm the nation’s unwavering re-

solve to bring the perpetrators of

terrorism to justice,” the state-

ment concluded.

President Asif Ali Zardari
paid tribute to security forces for
killing the four terrorists in a state-
‘ment from his office.

The security forces are al-
ways determined to eradicate ter-
rorism,” the president was quoted
as saying. “Terrorism will be de-
feated at all costs with national
unity.” The statement added that
operations against terrorism will
continue.

“Fitna Al Hindustan will be
pursued till the end,” the presi-
dent was quoted as saying.

On Saturday, a senior officer
belonging to the security forces
was martyred ina bomb attack at
the Western Bypass area, accord-
ing to official

Police said a magnetic explo-
sive device was attached to the
officer’s vehicle, which exploded
in the Jabl-i-Noor area, a locality
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on the outskirts of Quetta.

CCTV footage from a nearby
camera showed a motorcyclist
passing close to the vehicle mo-
ments before the explosion. He
reportedly attached the explosive
device to the driver’s side door. A
few seconds later, the blast took
place. Pakistan ranked second in
the Global Terrorism Index 2025,
with the number of deaths in ter-
rorist attacks rising by 45 per cent
over the past year to 1,081. KP
has seen an increasing trend of
terrorism-related incidents.

Meanwhile, on Friday, a
Balochistan Constabulary acting
deputy superintendent of police
(DSP) and a constable were
martyred and two others suffered
injuries when unidentified gun-
‘men opened fire on their vehicle
on the National Highway in the
Mastung district.

9 terrorists killed, 8 captured in
Malakand joint action by
military, LEAs during four days

NEWS DESK: Security forces
killed nine terrorists and captured
another eight during a four-day
Jjoint operation with police, the
Counter Terrorism Department,
paramilitary organisations and the
district administration in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa’s Malakand district,
the military’s media wing said in a
statement on Sunday.
Pakistan has witnessed an
uptick in terror activities over the
past year, especially in KP and
Balochistan, after the proscribed
Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
ended its ceasefire with the gov-
ernment in November 2022.
According to the Inter-Ser-
vices Public Relations, the joint
intelligence-based operation was
conducted on the reported pres-
to

two hideouts used by terrorists
were destroyed and a large quan-
tity of weapons, ammunition and
explosives were recovered.
“Locals of the area appreci-
ated the operation and cxprcsscd
their full support for the state’s
counter-terrorism efforts,” the
military’s media wing said.

“[A] sanitisation operation is
being conducted to eliminate any
other kharji found in the area, as
the security forces and law en-
forcement agencies of Pakistan,
in step with the nation, are deter-
mined to wipe out the menace of
Indian sponsored terrorism from
the country,” the statement read.

Faced with increasing attacks
by militants, security forces have
also intensified counterterrorism

ence of terrorists bel
Fitna Al Khwarij — a term used to
designate members of the banned
TTP, “During the conduct of op-
eration, spread over four days,
[our] own forces skillfully sur-
rounded and effectively engaged
the khwarij location, and after in-
tense multiple fire exchanges, nine
Indian-sponsored khwarij were
sent to hell, while eight [others]
were apprehended.” the ISPR said.
The statement added that

tions in KP an

Eleven terrorists were killed,
five were injured and seven were
arrested during joint operations

onducted in the Hangu and
Malakand districts on Saturday.

A senior army officer and two
police officials were also
wounded during the clash.

Ina separate incident, Bannu
police claimed to have shot down
twoexplosive-laden quadcopters
intended to target police stations.

Reko Diq Copper-Gold Project: A
Chance to Empower Local Talent
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PHC appoints KP Governor to administer
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situation with PML-N President
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Reko Diq Copper-Gold Project: A
Chance to Empower Local Talent

Editorial:

The Reko Diq copper and gold project in Balochistan is more than just

a mining venture—it is a national opportunity to empower local com-
munities, boost Pakistan’s economy, and ensure long-term regional de-

ve]opmem

Company officials recently briefed the media in Quetta and shared
that production at Reko Diq is expected to begin by 2028. In the lead-
up to this, around 7,500-8,000 temporary jobs will be created during
the construction phase. while 4,500 permanent positions will be main-
tained once the mine becomes operalmnal In total, over 25,000 indi-
rect job opportunities are expected to arise through supply chains, ven-
dors, and local contractors.

While these numbers are promising, the true success of Reko Diq
d(.px.nd~ on how deeply local talent is integrated mtu &h(. project. Off
cials d a positive initiative -
cently received international mining training &hrough Bamck (xold s
development program.

These trained profess
project.

This initiative must be expanded. There is a vast pool of youth in
Reko Dig, Chagai, and surrounding districts with potential. With the
right technical ed and th locally and abroad—this
local workforce can be transformed into the backbone of Pakistan’s
mineral economy.

The government and company must jointly ensure that investment
in education, healthcare, and connectivity becomes part of the project’s
long-term goals. Training centers, scholarships, and technical institutes
should be prioritized in Balochistan.

Reko Diq is a national asset, but its real value will only be realized
when the people of Balochistan are treated as equal stakeholders—not
just as workers, but as partners in progress.

Addressing Poverty and Inequality:
A Call for Sincere Leadership
and Perpetual Reforms

By Amjad Rashid:

onals have now returned to serve in the

over, at the international ~ imperative.

level, institutions such In Pakistan, the es-
much like man-made as the IMF, World Bank, ~ tablishment of robust lo-
sasters, afflict societies and the UN must priori- cal governance struc-
worldwide, including Pa-  tize social and cultural tures with financial de-
kistan. These are not rights over neoliberal centralization is para-
natural phenomena but agendas, especially as mount. Political elites
rather systemic issues the global order under- possess a window of
rooted in human actions ~ goes significant decay. ~ opportunity to empower
and policies. To era The challenges of local bodies and enact
cate this disease, na- povertyalleviation, mal- pro-poor policies. The
tional governments must nutrition,  stunted Chinese model serves as
craft comprehensive growth, inadequate sani- a beacon of inspiration,
strategies aimed at safe- tation, and unemploy- demonstrating the effi-
guarding future genera- ment are pervasive cacy of such strategies

£0vcrty and inequality,

Quetta’s Traffic Chaos: Urgent Reforms Needed
to Fix the Crisis

Anjeela Kaynat:

Quclla. once a city

known for its peaceful
ambiance, now faces an
escalating traffic crisis.
Every day, thousands of
commuters  endure
hours of gridlock, navi-
gating congested roads,
reckless drivers, and de-
teriorating infrastruc-
ture. From rickshaws and
motorcycles to private
cars, the overwhelming
number of vehicles
clogs major roads, while
encroachments and ille-
gal parking worsen the
situation.

The city’s transport
system is on the brink of
collapse, demanding im-
mediate intervention
from both authorities
and residents. This ar-
ticle explores the root
causes of Quetta’s traf-
fic woes, identifies the
most affected areas, and
outlines urgent solu-
tions to restore order to
the roads.

The Strain on
Quetta’s Road Infra-
structure

Quetta’s road net-
work, originally de-
signed during the colo-
nial era, was never in-
tended to accommodate
the city’s rapid popula-
tion growth and rising
number of vehicles. Al-
though the city was re-
built after the 1935 earth-
quake, its road capacity
has remained largely un-
changed, struggling to
support over 1.2 million
residents and the thou-
sands of vehicles added
cach year.

Key roads such as
Jinnah Road, Sariab
Road, Liaquat Bazaar,
Masjid Road, and
Zarghoon Road have
become  perpetual
bottlenecks, choked by

is worst in commercial
hubs such as Liaquat
Bazaar, Masjid Road,
Jinnah Road, and
Zarghoon Road, where
vehicles move at a
snail’s pace during peak
hours.

With no alternative
routes or bypasses, all
traffic is  funneled
through these roads,
causing massive delays.
Key intersections,
cluding Balochistan Uni-
versity Chowk,

Meezan Chowk, and
Prince Road, frequently
experience severe traffic
jams.
The Surge of
Non-Custom Paid
(NCP) and Unreg-

istered Vehicles

The unchecked in-
flux of non-custom paid
(NCP) and unregistered
vehicles has _com-
pounded the traffic cri-
sis.

A 2010 report esti-
mated over 50,000 NCP
vehicles on
Balochistan’s roads,
causing an annual rev-
enue loss of Rs 15 billion
to the national exche-
quer.

By 2024, this num-
ber has surged to nearly
80,000, with a significant
concentration in Quetta
(Excise and Taxation De-
partment, 2024).

Despite periodic
crackdowns, including
the 2023 seizure of 115
NCP vehicles worth Rs
982 million (ARY News,

),

enforcement efforts
have failed to stem the
tide. Quetta’s traffic po-
lice estimate that 40% of
vehicles in the city are
either unregistered or
NCP (Think Transporta-

tions from its scourge.  across South Asia and wheni: effec-
In Pakistan, the Africa. Collaborativeef- tively.
onus lies heavily on our forts between these re- Regional connectiv-
political elite, spanning ~ gions, ity, underpinned by a
all parties, to recognize bolstered by part- long-term vision,

the gravity of the situa- nerships with nations emerges as a viable so-
tion and redirect their ef-  like China, hold promise lution. It necessitates
forts towards combating  in dddrcssmg these is- moving beyond the ro-
this man-made affliction. sues. However, reliance manticized notions of de-
Without a collective on the failing neoliberal -mocracy and socialism
awakeningand a shiftin orderis futile; instead,a towards pragmatic ap-
approach, the cure will paradigm shift towards ~ proaches that address
remain elusive. More- _sustainable solutions is ~our unique

Balochistan in the Eye of Climate
Change Storm: Calls for Resilient
Climate Policies Surface

Chandni Kakar:

Lo the eiobat barle  The 2022 flood  uniaue challenges. The

tion, 2023),

illegal encr

motorcycles, and private
cars, further clogging the
roads. Over 50,000 rick-
shaws operate within the
city, creating congestion
in already packed areas
like Masjid Road and
Liaquat Bazaar (Traffic
Survey: Quetta Smart
and Safe City, 2023).

Although the gov-
ernment has revisited the
Quetta Mass Transit
Train project,

financial constraints
have delayed its execu-
tion, leaving residents
without an efficient alter-
native to private trans-
port.

Encroachments
and Illegal
Parking Worsen

Congestion

Unauthorized stalls
and illegal parking oc-
cupy nearly 30% of road
space in busy commer-
cial zones such as Prince
Road and Jinnah Road
(Think Transportation,
2023). Street vendors set
up shop on sidewalks,
forcing pedestrians onto
the roads, while shop-
keepers extend their busi-
nesses onto public
spaces, further restrict-
ing traffic flow.

Deteriorating
Road Conditions

Over 60% of
Quetta’s roads are in dis-
repair, riddled with pot-
holes, cracks, and poor
drainage  systems
(INRIX, 2024). Roads
such as Joint Road,
Sariab Road,

Sabzal Road, and
Nawa Killi are among the
worst affected. During
rainfall, flooding exacer-
bates the problem, mak-
ing navigation nearly im-
possible.

Atragic reminder of
s road infra-

unregulated parking,
and an ever-increasing
number of vehicles.
Without a structured ur-
ban transport model,
these roads remain
eridlocked, affecting
daily life and economic
activity.

Major Traffic Chal-
lenges in Quetta
Severe Congestion on
Key Roads

Traffic congestion

and lawless-
ness on the roads.
Lack of a
Proper Public
Transport
System
Unlike other major
cities in Pakistan, Quetta
lacks an organized pub-
lic transport system.
With no buses or mass
transit options, resi-
dents rely on rickshaws,

structure crisis occurred
in 2024, when a bus
plunged into a ravine in
Washuk district due to
poor road conditions.

mfrastruamc projects
continue to endanger
commuters.

Weak Traffic

Management and
Enforcement

A lack of proper
traffic regulation has led
to frequent violations,
reckless driving, and ris-
ing accidents.

With an inadequate
number of traffic police
officers on the roads,
many drivers ignore ba-
sic rules—running red
lights, driving on the
wrong side, and engag-
ing in dangerous ma-
neuvers.

Although the
Balochistan government
announced plans to
build flyovers and un-
derpasses in 2024 to
ease congestion, finan-
cial setbacks have
stalled these projects
(Balochman Express,

024).

S

Practical

Solutions to

Fix Quetta’s

Traffic Woes
Toaddress Quetta’s
worsening traffic crisis,
amulti-faceted approach
is needed, combining
road expansion, better
enforcement, and public
transport development.
Here are some key solu-

congestion in commer-
cial hubs.

« Create designated
parking areas for rick-
shaws and motorcycles.

5. Strengthening
Traffic Law Enforcement

« Deploy more traf-
fic police officers to en-
sure compliance with
traffic rules.

« Impose heavier
fines and penalties on
reckless drivers.

X oving En-
croachments and lilegal
Parking

« Conduct regular
operations to clear roads
of unauthorized stalls
and illegally parked ve-
hicles.

* Establish alterna-

tive vending zones to
prevent the return of
street vendors.

7. Traffic Awareness
and Public Education

« Launch awareness
campaigns to educate
citizens on traffic rules
and road safety.

« Integrate basic traf-
fic education into school
curriculums toinstill dis-
cipline in future genera-
tions.

tions: Call to Action:
1. Road A Collective
Expansionand R ibili
Maintenance Every day, Quetta’s

« Widen key roads
such as Masjid Road,
Jinnah Road, and
Zarghoon Road to ac-
commodate growing traf-
fic.

« Improve drainage
systems to prevent road
damage and flooding.

2. Regulating Non-
Custom Paid Vehicles

« Enforce stricter
measures to curb the in-
flux of NCP vehicles.

« Introduce policies
to register or phase out

3. Establishing a
Public Transport System

« Launch a city bus
service to provide an af-
fordable alternative to
private cars.

« Develop dedi-
cated bus lanes to im-
prove efficiency and re-
duce congestion.

4. Regulating Rick-
shaws and Motorcycles

+ Implement route-
based restrictions for
rickshaws to prevent

residents face the frus-
tration of endless traffic
jams, reckless drivers,
and poorly managed
roads.

Yet, the problem
persists—not just be-
cause of weak gover-
nance,

but because of col-
lective negligence.

Authorities must
act swiftly to expand
roads, enforce traffic
laws, and implement
public transport reforms.
Citizens, too, have a role
to play—by obeying traf-
fic rules, avoiding ille-
gal parking, and discour-
aging encroachments.
Without a united effort,
Quetta’s traffic woes will
only worsen,

jeopardizing the
city’s economy, safety,
and quality of life.

Quetta stands at a
turning point. The time
to act is now—before
the crisis spirals beyond
control.

Millions in Balochistan to Gain Flood Protection, Housing, and
Essential Services Through Major Resilience Drive

Syed Ali Shah:

. . government
against climate change,  iN Balochistan  must implement robust

H

Balochistan, Pakistan, ynderscores the climate change policies, oric Recovery
serves as a stark re- . 1: emphasizing water re- Effon in Bdlochhmn
minder of the urgent 2 zlource o and is set
need for climate resil-  change threat —disaster preparedness. | (5 RIS B

B ate rest- ¢ f Vi jor
ience. The province is ex The 5022 flood un. Leaming from the tragic | 10 WeHoss © MAIOr

dam collapses of 2022,
preventive measures,
such as effective water
reservoirs and early
warning systems, are im-
perative. Spreading
awareness about climate
change and promoting

periencing increasingly
severe weather events, a
consequence of human-
induced climate chan
However, many res
dents mistake these ex-
treme weather occur-
rences for regular fluc-
tuations, hinderin;

derscored the looming
threat of climate change
over Balochistan. Driven
by intensified and in-
creasingly frequent
monsoon rains, the full
extent of the damage is
yet to be compre-

lions of residents
32 flood-af-

ted districts benefit
from new flood protec-

floods, is now being
equipped with stronger,
climate-resilient infra-
structure designed to
withstand future di
ters. Beyond rebuild-
ing homes and infra-
structure, the initiative
is restoring hope—se-
curing clean water,

sure that the people of
Balochistan never
again have to endure
the same level of dev-
astation,” a senior gov-
ernment representa-
tive said.

tion measures, housing
reconstruction, and the
restoration of essential

agricultural

hended. However, itex- Sustamal
ognition of the e posed the province’s P! ctices are equally cru-
ingclimate cris vulnerabilities and high- 2
Balochistan  1ighied the urgent need Tree
becoming  for effective manage-  plantations
unbearably hot ochistan’s an- could mitigate
Balochistan is be- nual rainfall of just 200 gyyeltering
coming unbearably hot, mm barely meets the
withrising temperatures needs of its parched ~t€Mperatures
transforming heatwaves ~population. This water In a province where
into a year-round threat. - scarcity adversely af- ~tree planting could miti-
These heatwaves pose fects food production, —gate sweltering tempera-
severe health risks, in- access to drinking water, ~ tures and climate change

services. Over 2.7 mil-
lion people are ex-
pected to directly ben-
efit from the initiative,
with 1.8 million gaining
protection against fu-
ture floods and more
than 105,000 homes
being rebuilt for dis-
placed families.

The region, which
suffered devastating
losses during the 2022

and sustainable liveli-
hoods for communities
that were pushed into
extreme vulnerability.

Local officials
stress that the real suc-
cess will not be mea-
sured by the number
of projects completed,
but by the resilience of
families who will be
able to rebuild their
lives with dignity, secu-
rity, and opportunity.
“This is about making

Building
Resilience, Not
Just Rebuilding

Rather than sim-

ply repairing what was
lost, the Integrated
Flood Resilience and
Adaptation Project
(IFRAP) focuses on
making Balochistan
stronger against future
climate shocks. Key
clements of the project
include constructing
resilient housing, build-
ing embankments and
flood channels, restor-
ing health and educa-

tion services, and sup-
porting farmers and
small businesses to re-
vive local economies.

Every project is
guided by community
input, ensuring that lo-
cal needs shape the
recovery.

By prioritizing
marginalized groups,
especially women and
vulnerable popula-
tions, IFRAP aims to
create aninclusive and
sustainable recovery.

A Lifeline for
Millions

In addition to
physical reconstruc-
tion, the project is im-
proving carly warning
systems, providing bet-
ter water management
solutions, and investing

in skills development
programs so commu-
nities can respond
faster and better to
future disasters. Over
100,000 sub-projects
are bemg initiated to
address the diverse
needs of the flood-af-
fected population.
The ultimate goal
is to break the cycle of
destruction and vul-
nerability. Through
smart investments to-
day, Balochistan is
building a safer, more
prosperous tomorrow
for its people
Officials empha-
size that the road to full
recovery will take time,
but the determination
to protect lives, liveli-
hoods, and dignity has
never been stronger.

cluding heat stress, de- and livestock numbers,  impacts, ini-
hydration, and even fa- exacerbated by climate tiatives should engage
talities. In 2017, Turbat change. The severe younger generations in
recorded a scorching droughts of 1997-2003 s. Achiev-
53.5°C(128.3°F), setting and 20142017 forced ient future ne-

a record for Pakistan. ions to water-rich

Unfortunately, forecasts ~areas. effort involving govern-

suggest that tempera- CC affects ment, local communities,

tures will continue to civil society, and the

rise. economy commercial sector.
However, the cli- Climate change also istan’s path to-

mate challenges in decimated the region’s ence begins
Balochistan extend be- economy through the with a symphony of col-
yond relentless heat loss of livestock. Be- lective action.

waves. The province tween 2010 and 2022, Byaddressing these
grapples with devastat- over 1.5 million livestock ~critical issues,
ing droughts and floods, were lost, costing over Balochistan can better
both of which wreak $1 billionand displacing adapt to the challenges
havoc on homes and in- over 100,000 people, par- posed by climate
frastructure. The floods ticularly in districts like ~change, ensuring a more
of 2010 and 2022 left Quetta, Pishin, Turbat, secure and sustainable

nearly 4 million people ~ Pajgure, and Khuzdar. ~ future for its residents.
dispiaced, disrupting owever,  The writer is a
lives and triggering food need not istan-based jour-

shortages and price accept this grim fate. It nalist, she can be
spikes due totheirimpact  requires comprehensive r e a ¢ h e
on the agriculture sector. ~ strategies tailored to its  @KakarChand97707

Heatwave Threatens Lives and Crops in Balochistan

Ghalib Nehad:

zis temperatures
soar across Pakistan,
several districts of
Balochistan are brac-
ing for an intense
heatwave.

According to the
Balochistan Meteoro-
logical Department,
Sibi is expected to
record temperatures
as high as 47°C in the
coming days. Turbat
may reach 46°C,
Lasbela 44°C,
Nokundi 43°C,
Dalbandin 41°C, and
Quetta could experi-
ence highs of up to

The Met Office
has issued heatwave
alerts for Sibi, Kachhi,
Sohbatpur, Lehn,
Nascerabad,  Jhal
Magsi, Turbat,
Lasbela, Washuk,
Kharan, and Chaghi,
warning of dry and
extreme weather con-
ditions.

The heat is not
only endangering hu-
man health but also
threatening agricul-
tural productivity.
Khalid Hussain Bhat,
Chairman of the Farm-
ers’ Union, empha-

sized that extreme heat
severely impacts seed
survival and crop
growth.

He noted that
wheat yields, which
traditionally ranged
from 50-60 maunds
per acre, have dropped
significantly to 20-25
maunds due to milder
winters and erratic cli-
mate patterns.

Bhat also high-
lighted the critical situ-
ation in canal-fed farm-
ing areas where de-
clining water availabil-
ity has exacerbated the
risks. He urged the

government to intro-
duce heat-resistant
crop varieties to pre-
vent billions in agricul-
tural losses and poten-
tial food shortages.
Meanwhile, Dr.
Mahmood ~Ahmed
warned that rising tem-
peratures could Iéad to
an increase in heat-re-
lated illnesses. He ad-
vised citizens to stay
hydrated, avoid sun
exposure between 11
a.m. and 4 p.m., and
wear light-colored,
loose-fitting clothing,
Reducing meat con-
sumption and eating

more fruits and veg-
etables can also help
mitigate heat-related
risks.

Dr. Ahmed
stressed the impor-
tance of early action to
prevent heatstroke,
outlining symptoms
such as excessive
sweating, fatigue, diz

vere cases, uncon-

sciousness.
He urged both
public awareness and
government support to
manage the growing
threat effectively.
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China's net FDI in Pakistan soars 90% to
$1.22 bln in FY 2024-25

flow bringing the net Japan $40.1 million, also includes $759.4
inflow to $1224.3 mil-  United States 30.5 mil- million in hydel power.
lion. lion and Kuwait $30.4 This is one of the
In FY 2024-25, million. leading sectors with
Pakistan received In June 2025, which Chinese inves-
$2457 million in FDI which is the last tors have invested in.
ﬁom all partner coun- month of FY 2025, The Financial ser-
of them 49.9% Pakistan received vices sector has re-
came from China, $88.1 million in FDI ceived net FDI of]
making the neighboring  from China with $39.1  702.2 million, electric-
countryone ofthe larg-  million going in out- ity machinery sector
est investors in Paki- flow bringing the net received $176 million,
stan. Besides mainland FDIto $ 49 million. ol and gas exploration
China, other top inves- During this month, ~ sector received $123.5
tors were China's Pakistan's total FDI million, electronics
Hong Kong with from all partner coun- $95.9 million, informa-
$470.1 millionnet FDI,  tries was 163.7 million, ~ tion technology has re-
U.A.E.$283.1 million, of which 30% came ceived $57 million, food
Switzerland $203.3 mil-  alone from China. sector received $42
lion, United Kingdom Sector wise, in million net FDI, petro-
201.8 million, South FY 2024-25, power leum refining 37.5
Korea 96.2 million, sector received million and textile $25.7
Malaysia 42.8 million, $1165.7 million, which million.

ISLAMABAD (INP)
China's net foreign di-
rect investment (FDI)
in Pakistan surged to
$1.22 billion in fiscal
year 2024-25,

marking an in-
crease of 90.4% from
the $643.2 million re-
corded in FY 2023—
24, Gwadar Pro re-
ported on Sunday
quoting the data re-
leased

by the State Bank
of Pakistan (SBP).

As per SBP's
document, in June-
July FY 2025, Paki:
stan received $1709.8
million in inflow from
China with $485.5 mil-
lion recorded in out-

N

akistan Muslim L Vice President Nawab. lemm!

lji addressing the party’s all wmgx]vllnlé-nl\glers conferenq:e i
Rawal Dam spillways closed after six hours
as water level recedes

tion, Rescue 1122, and  fall patterns and as-
the Water and Sanita- sess further risks. Ac-
tion Agency (WASA). cording to officials,
These teams were de- the dam’s spillways
ployed at keylocations, are only opened when
including bridges, the reservoir nears its
streams, al storage limit to man-
vulnerable points age water pressure
downstream, to man- and avoid possible
age the flow of re- damage to the dam
leased water and en- structure.
sure public safety. Authorities as-
Assistant Com- sured that despite the
missioner of Nilore heavy rains, no major
monitored the entire flooding or emergency
water release process, was reported down-
supervising operations ~ stream due to timely
at the dam and over- coordination and
seeing the safety mea- monitoring. However,
sures on the ground. residents living near
Magistrates, Rescue water channels were
1122 teams, ambu- advised to stay alert
lances, and union for any updates from
council staff remained  the district administra-
stationed on different tion in case of further
bridges and near the rain.
banks of streams The Rawal Dam
throughout the water not only supplies wa-
discharge period. ter to Islamabad and
The administration Rawalpindi but also
also remained in con- plays a critical role in
tact with the Pakistan managing secasonal
Meteorological De- rains. The manage-
partment to track rain- ment of the dam,

ISLAMABAD
(INP): The district
administration on Sun-
day opened the spill-
ways of Rawal Dam
after continuous rains
raised the reservoir’s
water level to 1,748
feet. According to the
spokesman of ICT
administration, this
was only four feet be-
low the dam's maxi-
mum storage capacity
of 1,752 feet, prompt-
ing the need to release
water to prevent over-
flow risl

Officials  con-
firmed that after dis-
charging water for
around six and a half
hours, the water level
in the dam dropped to
1,746 feet.

The spillways
were then closed as
the situation stabilized.

The decision to
open the spillways
was taken in coordina-
tion with various de-
partments, including
the district administra-

along with weather
monitoring, is part of |
the broader effort to
mitigate risks of urban
flooding in the twin cit-
ies during the monsoon
season.

The district admin-
istration said it will con-
tinue to monitor the
situation closely and
take preventive mea-
sures in line with future
weather forecasts.
The public has been
asked to cooperate with
authorities and follow
safety instructions to
avoid any untoward in-
cident.

Earlier in the day,
the Meteorological
Department had fore-
cast more rain in the
region, raising con-
cerns over the rising
water levels in dams
and rivers. The admin-
istration, however, re-
assured that all pre-
cautionary steps are in
place to tackle the im-
pact of continued rain-
fall.

Govt's plan to distribute Chinese-made electric

bikes, loaders among youth hailed

ISLAMABAD (INP):  Minister Shehbaz Sharif
Govt's plan to distrib- said the program is a
ute Chinese-made elec-  critical step toward eco-
tric bikes, loaders nomic self-reliance and
among youth has been ~environmental responsi-
hailed as a game- bility. “Electric vehicles
changer for Pakistan's  will help us save billions

the initiative include,
free e-bikes for high-
performing students
from all boards, includ-
ing federal institutions,
subsidised e-loaders
and rickshaws for un-

dards, and a public
awareness campaign.
Officials said that
four new battery manu-
facturing firms, includ-
ing Chinese technology
partners, are already set-

urban transportation, in foreign exchange, employed youthto pro- tingup operation: in Pa-
especially in cities like promote local manufac- mote self-employment, kistan, promising job
Gwadar and Quetta.  turing, and offer new a 25% quota for creationand technology

transfer. The EV initia-
tive is bemg hailed as a
for
Pakistan’s urban trans-
portation, especially in
cities like Gwadar and
Quetta, where China-
Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor (CPEC)’s logisti-
cal upgrades and energy
reforms are already
paving the way for next-
generation mobility so-
lutions.

The government llvellhood avenues,” he
on Saturday unveiled
plans to distribute over
100,000 Chi
electric bikes and more
than 300,000 electric
loaders and rickshaws
among youth aimed at
reducing fuel imports,
protecting the environ-
ment, and boosting
employment.

Chairing a policy
meeting here, Prime

women, ensuring gen-
der inclusivity and
istan’s allocation
increased to 10%, in
line with the
government’s commit-
ment to equitable de-
velopment and provin-
cial empowerment.
The meeting also
discussed third-party
audits to ensure trans-
parency, strict compli-
ance with safety stan-

S

The EV scheme
which a-
tures Chinese-manu-
factured technology, is
part of Pakistan’s tran-
sition toward cleaner
energy sources, an ef-
fort complementing
CPEC’s green infra-
structure  projects,
Gwadar Pro reported.

Key highlights of

[QUETTA: ChﬂnmnCe!mnlCnnmmnTehmekmehldAlS:anlhﬂm,SyedAthmm Shah addressingthe 2nd annual Shuhadal

|eKarbala C

- L .
(QUETTA: Central President of National Party, Dr. Abdul Malik Baloch addressing]|
the party’s central committee meeting.

PHC appoints KP Governor to administer oath on
reserved seats after adjournment of assembly session

PESHAWAR (INP): The pointed out the lack of also on the list. lenge for PTI, as several
Peshawar High Court quorum. Guest attendance dissident candidates—
(PHC) on Sunday ap- The session was at the assembly session Irfan Saleem, Waqas
pointed Khyber chaired by Speaker Babar had already been re- Orakzai, Khurram
Pakhtunkhwa Governor ~ Saleem Swati. stricted in anticipation of Zeeshan, Irshad
Faisal Karim Kundi to Notably, the session the event. Hussain, and Ayesha

administer the oath  took place without the Speaking to media Bano—have refused to
to members elected on swearing-in of reserved before the start of ses- withdraw their nomina-
reserved seats, acting seat members, leaving the sion, KP Assembly Op-  tions. Internal rifts have
onapetition filedbyop-  KP Senate polls, sched- position Leader Dr surfaced within the PTI
position parties. uled for July 21 (Mon- Ibadullah stated that if parliamentary party, with

Opposition groups, day), in limbo. quorum is pointed out, Mardan MPA Tariq
including the Pakistan Law Minister Aftab the opposition has op- Mahmood and former

Peoples Party (PPP), had  Alam revealed that the tions. "The oath-taking provincial minister
submitted the request PTI parliamentary party will happen— ifnotto- Shakeel Khan publicly
through the PHC regis- had decided to boycoft day, then soon — un- backing Irfan Saleem.

PTI Chairman Bar-
rister Gohar Ali ruled out
any further negotiations
with the dissidents, call-
ingit shocking that some
PTI MPAs are support-
ing them. “The party’s
decision is final, and
there’s no confusion left.
The Senate election will
be held on July 21 with-
out fail,” he asserted.

PTI has decided to
take strict disciplinary
action against dissenting
party members over the
upcoming Senate elec-

trar, seeking the

nomination of an
individual to administer
the oath to members
who have yet to be
sworn in on reserved
seats in the KP Assem-

5

the session, citing inter-
nal  dissatisfaction
among members. “Our
lawmakers are unhappy
and have chosen not to
attend today’s session,”
he stated.

The assembly meet-
ing was initially sched-
uled for 9am, and failure
tomeet quorum now puts
the scheduled oath-tak-
ing of 25 members on re-
served seats in jeopardy.
These include 21 women
and 4 minority represen-
tatives.

less PTI disrupts the
process," he said.

He added that a for-
mula has already been
agreed upon between
the opposition and gov-
ernment for the upcom-
ing Senate elections. “If
the oath is not adminis-
tered today or tomorrow,
we will approach the
court,” he warned.

DrIbadullah further
stated that the opposi-
tion has held talks with
the government regard-
ing the Senate polls, and

According to the
PPP’s Additional Secre-
tary General for Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, the peti-
tion stated that members
elected on reserved
seats had not taken
their oaths, and urged
the PHC chiefjustice to

appoint someone for the Among those ex- internal PTIissues with tions in  Khyber
task. pected to take oath were  disgruntled members are  Pakhtunkhwa.
The KP Assembly 7women each from JUI-F  not their concern. “We According to

remain firm on our
stance regarding the
Senate elections,” he
concluded.
Meanwhile, the
Senate election in KP
has become amajor chal-

session, which began
today after a delay of
two and a half hours,
was adjourned until July
24 shortly after com-

and PML-N, 4 from PPP,
2 from ANP, and one from
PTI-P. Minority members
Askar Parvez and Gurpal
Singh (JUL-F), Suresh
mencement when PTI Kumar (PML-N), and
member Sher Al Afiidi_Bihari Lala (PPP) were

Pakistan Sports Board (PSB) announces
8.3mn cash award for volleyball heroes

ISLAMABAD 600,000 as a reward for them, ensuring they  throughout the tourna-
(INP): In a historic for their remarkable receive their well-de- ment,
gesture of recogni- performance and served recognition. capping their jour-
tion, the Pakistan bringing glory to the Under this policy, the neywitha nail-biting 3-
Sports Board (PSB) nation. head coach will be 2 victory over Iran in
has announced a cash The PSB spokes- granted Rs 1 million. the final—a perfor-
award of Rs 8.2 mil- person noted that ac- The PSB con- mance hailed as a
lion for the victorious ~cording to policy, gold firmed that the Rs 8.2 milestone in the
Pakistan Under-16 medallists in continen- million total prize, en-  country's youth sports
Volleyball ~Team, tal team events are en- bothplay- achi
which recently titled to 30% of the ers and coaching staff,
clinched the champi- team prize as an indi- will be disbursed
onship title ina thrill-  vidual share. within the next few
ing final against Iran. The coaching staff days.

Each player of will also be rewarded, Pakistan’s young
the 12-member squad  with 50% of the team volleyball stars re-
will _receive Rs cash award reserved mamed undefeated

sources, the party has
made it clear that any
member defying party
decisions will face
immedi ate conse-
quences, including ex-
pulsion from PTI.

The triumph has
not only brought pride
to the nation but also
highlighted the rising
standard of volleyball
in iakislan’s youth

s,

PESHAWAR: Jamaat-c-Islami Emir HafizNacem-ur-Rehman awarding Laptop toa student under the
Alkhidmat Foundation’s “Bano Qabil” program.

Kashmiris’ indigenous struggle a legitimate
quest for freedom: Hurriyat leaders

ISLAMABAD (INP): legitimate struggletoex-  that the participation of national community
Hurriyat leaders in In- ercise their UN-recog- the young generation in ~through fabricated narra-
dian illegally occupied ~nized right to self-deter- peaceful protests, politi- tives. They reminded
Jammu and Kashmir mination. cal activities, and r New Delhi that interna-
(IIOJK) Sunday reaf- They said the resis- tance underlines the in- tional law grants op-
firmed that the ongoing tance in Kashmir is not digenous and home- pressed peoples the right
freedom movement in imported, but bornof the grown nature of the to resist occupation, in-
the territory is a wholly ~ soil, echoing decades of -movement. cluding through armed
indigenous struggle, Kashmiri yearning for The leaders as- struggle, and that seck-
rooted in the collective freedom from Indian oc-  serted that India’s pro- ingself-determination is
will and historical aspi- cupation. paganda campaign to aright nota crime.

rations of the Kashmiri Dismissing New malign the Kashmiri “The Modi regime

people. Delhi’s repeated claims ~struggle by branding it~ will ultimately fail in its
According to ofexternal involvement, as terrorismor externally bid to delegitimize the
Kashmir Media Service, the Hurriyat leaders sponsored is aimed at Kashmiri movement. The

Kashmiri resistance is
unstoppable and des-
tined to succeed,” the
Hurriyat leaders de-
clared.

the leaders in their state-
ments issued in Srinagar
emphasized that the
people of Kashmir
are waging a just and

pointed out that daily
sacrifices by Kashmiri
youth and civilians shat-
ter the myth ofa “foreign
hand.” They stressed

discrediting a lawful re-
sistance against military
occupation.

They said India
cannot mislead the inter-
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KP Senate polls uncertain after reserved
seats oath-taking defers

PESHAWAR (INP): The Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa (KP) Assembly ses-
sion called for the oath-taking of
members on reserved seats was
postponed until July 24 due to an
incomplete quorum.

The session, chaired by
Speaker Babar Saleem Swati, be-
gan afier a delay of 2 hours and
24 minutes. However, PTI’s Sher
Ali Arbab pointed out the quo-
rum, prompting the Speaker to or-
der a headcount. Upon confirma-
tion of insufficient attendance, the
session was adjourned.

Law Minister Aftab Alam re-
vealed that the PTI parliamentary
party had decided to boycott the
session, citing internal dissati:
faction among members. “Our
lawmakers are unhappy and have
chosen not to attend today’s ses-
sion,” he stated.

The assembly meeting was

ally scheduled for 9 AM, and
failure to meet quorum now puts
the scheduled oath-taking of 25
members on reserved seats in
jeopardy. These include 21
women and 4 minority
representatives. Among those ex-
pected to take oath were 7 women
cach from JUI-F and PML-N, 4
from PPP, 2 from ANP, and one
from PTI-P. Minority members

Askar Parvez and Gurpal Singh
(JULF), Suresh Kumar (PML-N),
and Bihari Lala (PPP) were also
on the list.

Guest attendance at the as-
sembly session had already been
restricted in anticipation of the
event. It is noteworthy that the
upcoming KP Senate polls, sched-
uled for July 21 (Monday), have
become uncertain after the latest
development.

Speaking to media before the
start of session, KP Assembly
Opposition Leader Dr. Ibadullah
stated that if quorum is pointed
out, the opposition has options.
"The oath-taking will happen —
if not today, then soon — unless
PTI disrupts the process," he
aid.

He added that a formula has
already been agreed upon be-
tween the opposition and govern-
ment for the upcoming Senate
elections. “If the oath is not ad-
ministered today or tomorrow, we
will approach the court,” he
warned.

Dr. Ibadullah further stated
that the opposition has held talks
with the government regarding
the Senate polls, and internal PTI
issues with members

firm on our stance regarding the
Senate elections,” he concluded.

Meanwhile, the Senate elec-
tion in KP has become a major
challenge for PTI, as several dis-
sident candidates—Irfan Saleem,
Waqas Orakzai, Khurram
Zeeshan, Irshad Hussain, and
‘Ayesha Bano—have refused to
withdraw their nominations. Inter-
nal rifts have surfaced within the
PTI parliamentary party, with
Mardan Tariq Mahmood and
former provincial minister Shakeel
Khan publicly backing Irfan
Saleem.

PTI Chairman Barrister Gohar
Ali ruled out any further negotia-
tions with the dissidents, calling
it shocking that some PTI MPAs
are supporting them. “The party’s
decision is final, and there’s no
confusion left. The Senate elec-
tion will be held on July 21 with-
out fail,” he asserted.

PTI has decided to take strict
disciplinary action against dis
senting party members over lhe
upcoming Senate elections in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. According
to sources, the party has made it
clear that any member defying
pany decisions will face immedi-

are not their concern. “We remain

including ex-
pulsion from PTL.

LAHORE: Federal Minister for National Food Security and Research Rana Tanveer Hussain address-
ing an agriculture-focused event at alocal hotel.
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PM Shehbaz discuss overall political situation
with PML-N President Nawaz Sharif

MURREE (INP): Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharifon Sunday
discussed overall political situ-
ation with PML-N President
Nawaz Sharif during a meet-
ing held in Murree.

Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz also attended
the key huddle of Sharif fam-
ily.

According to sources,
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
briefed the party leader on his
recent meeting with President
Asif Ali Zardari.

The two leaders discussed
legislation on a proposed con-
stitutional amendment bill, as
well as the potential nomina-
tion for the new Chief Election

Commissioner.

PM Shehbaz also in-
formed Nawaz Sharif about
the reservations raised by PPP
over certain clauses of the pro-
posed constitutional package.

Prime Minister also
briefed the elder Sharif re-
garding his recent meetings
with Maulana Fazlur Rehman
aimed at maintaining good
working relationship in the fed-
eral government and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

Meanwhile, Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
briefed the party leader on the
province’s flood-related dam-
ages, steps being taken to
maintain law and order, and

efforts to control inflation.

During the meeting,
Nawaz Sharif emphasized the
importance ofkeeping coalition
partners on board and giving
weight to their opinions in man-
aging the country’s political,
administrative, and constitu-
tional affairs.

He said that a survey
should be conducted to assess
the human and financial losses
of flood-affected poor commu-
nities, and that they should be
compensated.

Both leaders also paid trib-
ute to armed forces for their
efforts in combating terrorism
in Balochistan and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

21st National Children’s Mountain Conservation
Meet Concludes

ISLAMABAD (INP): The 21st
National Children’s Mountain
Conservation Meet which was or-
ganized by Adventure Foundation
Pakistan from 11th to 20th July
2025 concluded in Islamabad.

ne hundred children and

Fourth spell of monsoon to begin across
country tomorrow amid flood-like conditions

ISLAMABAD (INP): The fourth
spell of monsoon rains across the
country is set to begin tomorrow,
with heavy rains and storms ex-
pected in many areas of Punjab,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Sindh, and
Balochistan.

According to the Meteoro-
logical Department, rain is also
expected today in some parts of
Punjab, Sindh, Gilgit-Baltistan,

alochistan, and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. Provincial Disaster
Management Authority (PDMA)
Punjab issues high alert.

he Provincial Disaster
Management Authority (PDMA)
Punjab has issued a high alert to
all district administrations. Mean-

ile,

flood-like conditions have
developed at several points along
the River Indus.

According to the spokesper-
son of PDMA Punjab, heavy rain
is expected between July 20 and
25 in Lahore, Rawalpindi. Murree,
Galyat, Attock, Chakwal, Mandi
Bahauddin, Gujrat, Jhelum,
Gujranwala, Faisalabad, Sialkot,
Narowal, Jhang, Sargodha,
Mlanwall Dera Ghazi Khan,
Bahawalpur, Bahawalnagar, and
Multan.

PDMA Director General Irfan

Ali Khatia stated that, due to the
rains, flood conditions have de-
veloped at the lower and middle
points of the River Indus at
Tarbela, Kalabagh, and Chashma.
Additionally, high flood is ex-
pected at the Chashma point.

At Kalabagh, the river's wa-
ter has entered nearby areas, in-
cluding Kamar Mashani, Muddat
Wala, Cheena Pora, Kacha Gujrat,
and Dhengana. Thousands of
acres of standing crops have been
submerged. Rescue teams have so
far evacuated 223 people and 162
livestock to safer locations. The
water inflow at Jinnah Barrage has
been recorded at 296,629 cusecs,
with an outflow 0f289,079 cusecs.

Karachi is experiencing
cloudy weather, with light rain ex-
pected today. According to the
Meteorological Department, the
current temperature in the city is
31°C, with humidity at 72%. The
maximum temperature is likely to
riseto 35°C, with sea breezes blow-
ing from the southwest at 11 km/

L

The Meteorological Depart-
ment of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has
predicted rain in Chitral, Dir, Swat,
Buner, Malakand, Abbottabad,
Battagram, Shangla, Haripur,
Kohistan, _Torghar, _and

Manschra. Yesterday, 14mm of
rain was recorded in Kakul, and
3mm in Balakot. The lowest tem-
perature was recorded in Malam
Jabba at 13°C and in Kalam at

Most districts of Balochistan
are experiencing hot and humid
weather, with heavyrain expected
in Barkhan, Sibi, Musa Khel,
Zhob, Loralai, Dera Bugti, Awaran,
and other areas.

The highest temperatures re-
corded were 41°C in Sibi and
Turbat, 46°C in Nokundi, 36°C in
Cham:m and 33°C in Gwadar and
Jiwani.

According to the PDMA Di-
rector General, 123 people have
lost their lives, 462 have been in-
jured, and 150 buildings have been
affected in Punjab during the on-
going monsoon season. The
causes of death include lightning
strikes, electrocution, drowning
while bathing, and collapsing un-
safe buildings.

The PDMA and other rel-
evant authorities have appealed
to the public to avoid going near
rivers, streams, and dangerous
areas during the rains. In case of
any emergency, people are urged
to immediately contact Rescue

122.

Interior Minister Naqvi launches online
women police and One Infor app

ISLAMABAD, July20 (INP): In-
terior Minister Mohsin Naqvi on
Sunday visited the Islamabad Safe
City Headquarters, where he in-
augurated the Online Women Po-
lice Station and the "One Info"
mobile application, markinga ma-
jor step in the digital
‘modernisation of urban policing.
During his visit, the minister
praised IG Islamabad Ali Nasir
Rizvi and his team for their latest
tech-driven initiatives. Standing
before the digital monitoring wall,
Nagqvi observed the city's live sur-
veillance process and appreciated
the ongoing efforts to strengthen
law enforcement using cutting-

he said the new app will allow citi-

zens to register emergency com-
plaints easily. He also issued di-
rectives to further activate online
platforms for the protection of
women and vulnerable segments
of society.

Naqvi emphasised that both
the mobile application and the
Online Women Police Station re-
flect Pakistan’s commitment to le-
veraging modern technology in
public service and crime preven-
tion. The interior minister also
chaired an important meeting at
the headquarters.

He lauded the role ofthe Safe
City Project in crime deterrence
and improving emergency re-
sponse times and called for fur-
ther enhancement of monitoring

systems using artificial intelli-
gence and advanced technology.
Nagqvi declared that the Islamabad
Safe City model will be replicated
across the country to make
Islamabad the safest city in Paki-
stan. The interior minister also or-
dered work to begin on connect-
ing Islamabad’s Safe City system
with other provinces to improve
intercity data sharing. "Linkingall
Safe Cities will boost coordination
and real-time intelligence ex-
change," said Naqvi.

He appreciated the perfor-
mance of the Safe City staff and
encouraged them to work with
greater dedication, urging them to
place public service as their top
priority.
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staffmembers in this
year’s camp was held in the beau-
tiful Siran Valley of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

On this occasion a Children
Mountain Forum was held at
Margala Hotel Islamabad in which
young participants of the moot
made presentations on the theme
“Climate Change and its Impact
on the Mountain Environment”.
Her Excellency Marilina Armellin,
Ambassador of the Italian Repub-
licto Pakistan, was chief guest of
this event.

Ali Hasan Habib, President

Pal

and guests and congratulated the
young participants and staff on
successful completion of this year
project.

Aftab Rana, National Coor-
dinator of NCMC Meet Project
informed that this flagship
programme of AFP was launched
on the occasion of International
Year of Mountains-2002 with a
view to create awareness among
young people about the mountain

ecosystems and involve them in
meaningful activities using moun-
tains’ environment as an open
classroom. Under this programme
cach year around one hundred
children are selected from all parts
of Pakistan to attend a 10 day en-
vironment education camp in one
of the mountain areas of Pakistan.
He further informed that this
educational programme involves
young children in an action-ori-
ented form of learning about the
natural environment and its re-
lated problem:
Participation in this meet
makes them conscious enough to
do something practical for the
conservation and preservation of
natural environment by undertak-
ing micro level projects in their
communities and schools.

e children who attend
this Meet are given the title of
“Eco-Guards” which gives them
confidence to play an active role
in their day to day life to create
awareness about protection of
natural environment and its im-
portant role in our daily life.

Based on the first hand ex-
posure, the young speakers in
their presentations highlighted
issues faced by the natural envi-
ronment in mountains areas and
shared their personal observa-
tions with the audience. They

[HYDERABAD: PPP (SB) leader lelfqar Bhutto

also made recommendations to the
concerned government depart-
ments to address the environmen-
tal issues of mountain areas espe-
cially issue related with climate
change.
At the end of the forum a joint
petition was presented by the
young representative of NCMC
Meet 2025,

The Italian Ambassador H.E.
Marilina Armellin, in her closing
comments appreciated the efforts
of Adventure Foundation Paki-
stan to create awareness among
the young people about the con-
servation of natural environment.
She said, “In today’s world of digi-
tal technologies and over con-
sumption, it has become more im-
portant that we should make an
effort to keep young people in
touch with Mother Earth”.

Italian Ambassador empha-
sized the long-standing coopera-
tion between Italy and Pakistan in
the fields of mountain and glacier
conservation and research, which
has been ongoing for over a cen-
tury. She shared that the very first
Italian expedition arrived in the
region in 1909, with the objective
of mappmg a land route to K2.

4, K2 was successfully
summned for the first time by two
Ttalian climbers, Lino Lacedelli and
Achille Compagroni

Qasiamabad.|

6 killed, 12 1nJured as bus overturns in

Sindh’

THATTA, July 20 (INP): At least
six people were killed and 12 oth-
ers were injured when a bus over-
turned and fell into a ditch near

Makli in Sindh’s Thatta dis-
trict on Sunday morning, rescue
officials said.

According to the Edhi rescue
service, the bus overturned near
the Thatta Bypass, following
which a rescue team reached the
site of the incident and transported
the injured to a hospital.

“The bodies of the six victims
were initially taken to a mortuary
in Orangi Town,” the service said
in a statement, adding that they
were later lran;puned to Edhi’s
‘morgue in Karachi’s Sohrab Goth.

The bus was carrying a
group of picnickers from Karachi
to Keenjhar Lake when it over-
turned while taking a sharp turn,
Killing six passengers and injur-
ing dozens others, state-owned
Associated Press of Pakistan re-
ported.

“Local authorities and rescue

teams were quick to respond,
reaching the crash site within
minutes. The injured were rushed
to Karachi hospitals, with several
reponed to be in critical condi-
tion,” it said.

In another incident, at least
one person was killed and sev-
eral others, including women and
children, were critically injured
when a passenger bus over-
turned on the Gambat National
Highwayin Sindh’s Khairpur dis-
trict.

Sindh Chief Minister Syed
Murad Ali Shah expressed deep
sorrow over the loss of lives in
the bus accidents, according to a
statement issued by his spokes-
person Abdul Rashid Channa.

Expressing sympathy with
the Makli incident victims, he is-
sued directives to the Thatta
deputy commissioner (DC) to
ensure the provision of immedi-
ate medical assistance to the in-
jured. The chief minister further
told him to immediately contact

Thatta

their families and fully cooperate.

South Deputy Inspector Gen-
eral (DIG) Syed Asad Raza said the
family was returning from the
Hawke’s Bay beach, and the acci-
dent most likely happened as a
result of speeding.

In an incident on July 15, a
collision between a trailer and a
truck left one dead and three in-
jured near Karachi’s New Sabzi
Mandi on the Super Highway.

On June 19, a speeding
dumper truck overturned on a 4x4
vehicle on Rashid Minhas Road,
killing a woman and an accompa-
nying five-year-old girl.

On June 11,a young man was
killed and his wife injured in an
accident after an unknown vehicle
hit their bike on the Super High-
way. The same day, two boys were
killed after a water tanker hit them
near Abdullah College in North
Nazimabad.

President Lauds Security
Forces For Eliminating Khwarij In
Malakand




