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Climate crisis no longer hypothesis
but ‘terrifying reality’: Ahsan Iqbal

President, PM direct to accelerate
rescue operation in flood-hit areas

Israel and Iran Conflict and Its
Impact on Middle East Stability

Balochistan Assembly Passes Resolution Condemning
Digari Honour Killing

QUETTA (NEWS DESK): The
Balochistan Assembly has offi-
cially passed a condemnation
resolution against the recent
honour killing of a man and
woman in the Sanjidi-Digari area
near Quetta. The Digari double
murder case has sparked public
outrage and renewed calls for ac-
tion against gender-based vio-
lence in the province.

The resolution, presented by
Deputy Speaker Ghazala Gola and
supported by female members of
the provincial assembly, con-
demns the incident as a barbaric
and illegal act that has no con-
nection to cultural, religious, or
national traditions.

“The murder of an unarmed
man and woman in the name of
honour is inhumane, unconstitu-
tional, and morally unacceptable,”
the resolution stated.

No Justification for
Honour Killings,
Says Assembly
The resolution affirms that

honour killings have no legal, so-
cial, or ethical justification and
that no private citizen has the au-
thority to act as judge or execu-
tioner. It strongly reiterates that
justice is the sole responsibility
of the state, not individuals or in-
formal bodies like jirgas.

Call for Strict
Punishment

of the Accused

The Balochistan Assembly
has urged the provincial govern-
ment to take immediate and strict
legal action against those in-
volved in the Digari honour kill-

ing, demanding exemplary punish-
ment for the perpetrators. This
move is intended to serve as a
deterrent against future crimes in
the name of honour.

Balochistan: 52 Women Killed in 2024, Alarming
Rise in Honor Killings

Special Correspondent
QUETTA — The latest report
by Aurat Foundation highlights
the alarming rise in violence
against women in Balochistan.
According to the report, be-
tween January and December
2024 alone, 73 serious incidents
of violence against women were
reported, including murder,
honor killings, abduction, sui-
cide, sexual assault, and domes-
tic violence.

Key statistics from the re-
port reveal that:

In 2024, 52 women were
murdered Of these, 19 were
killed in the name of honor

A total of 73 severe cases
of violence were reported

The most affected districts
were Quetta, Loralai,
Jaffarabad, and Naseerabad

The report also includes
data from 2019 to 2024, show-
ing that:

Over the past six years, 248
cases of women being murdered
were reported in Balochistan

134 cases were classified
as honor killings

A total of 382 serious inci-

dents involving violence against
women were documented

Experts and social activists
stress that these figures only
represent reported cases. In
Balochistan’s remote and tribal
regions, many such incidents go
unreported due to cultural
norms and local traditions that

often suppress such issues.
Civil society and human

rights organizations have urged
the government to take imme-
diate action to curb violence
against women by:

Enacting effective legisla-
tion

Ensuring swift and strict

implementation of existing laws
Launching awareness cam-

paigns to educate the public on
women’s rights

This report serves as a
wake-up call for women’s
safety, and without prompt in-
tervention, the crisis could es-
calate further.

Digari Murder Case: Top
Officials Appear Before

Balochistan CJ
News Desk

QUETTA: In a major devel-
opment in the Digari double
murder case, the Additional
Chief Secretary for Home and
Additional Inspector General of
Police, Syed Wazir, appeared
before Chief Justice of the
Balochistan High Court, Jus-

tice Rozi Khan Bareech, in his
chamber on July 22, 2025.

The Chief Justice had
taken suo motu notice of the
brutal incident and summoned
the concerned officials for an
urgent briefing.Balochistan
adventure activities
Key Developments
in the Investigation

During today’s proceed-
ings, the SP of the Serious
Crimes Investigation Wing and
the investigating officer of the
case also appeared before the
Chief Justice. They presented
a comprehensive report outlin-
ing the progress made in the

investigation, the arrests of sus-
pects, and the exhumation pro-
cess, which was conducted to
strengthen forensic evidence.

Officials emphasized that
the exhumation marked a criti-
cal turning point in the case and
reflected the authorities’ deter-
mination to ensure justice.

Background and
Public Sensitivity

The Digari double murder
case has shocked the residents
of Quetta and drawn wide-
spread public and media atten-
tion.  Due to the sensitive na-
ture of the crime and its social
implications, the Balochistan
High Court is closely monitor-
ing the investigation.

Chief Justice Barech’s in-
tervention underscores the
judiciary’s commitment to
transparency and swift justice.
The case remains a top prior-
ity for the court and law en-
forcement agencies alike.

4 terrorists killed in
sanitisation operation in

Balochistan’s Kalat: ISPR
NEWS DESK: Security forces
have killed four more terrorists
during a sanitisation operation in
Balochistan’s Kalat district, the
military’s media wing said on
Tuesday.

A statement issued by the
Inter-Services Public Relations
(ISPR) said that a deliberate
sanitisation operation was con-
ducted in the district’s surround-
ing areas on Monday following a
successful intelligence-based op-
eration on Saturday in which four
terrorists belonging to the Indian
proxy, Fitna al-Hindustan, were
killed.

“During the conduct of the
operation, four more terrorists of
Fitna al-Hindustan were hunted
down and successfully
neutralised.

“Terrorist hideout was also
busted and a large quantity of
weapons, ammunition and explo-
sives was recovered,” the ISPR
said of the sanitisation operation.

It added that security forces
remained determined to “thwart
attempts by Indian proxies at
sabotaging peace, stability and
progress of Balochistan”.

In May, the government des-
ignated all terrorist organisations
in Balochistan as Fitna al-
Hindu-stan — a new phrase aimed
at framing India’s alleged role in
terrorism as a deliberate
destabilisation strategy, poten-
tially to galvanise domestic sup-
port.

President Asif Ali Zardari and
Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif commended the

security forces for eliminating the
eight terrorists, the Associated
Press of Pakistan reported.

The president said that the
security forces took out the en-
emies of the country with a dis-
play of bravery and professional
capacity, adding that the nation
was standing with its brave forces
in the fight against terrorism.

“The terrorists want to sabo-
tage the peace and stability in the
country, which can never be al-
lowed as the nation is united and
the scourge of terrorism will be
defeated at all costs,” he said.

The president also reiterated
the resolve that the security
forces would continue their op-
erations till complete eradication
of terrorism.

Similarly, PM Shehbaz reaf-
firmed that the nefarious designs
of terrorists, who were inflicting
harm upon the lives and proper-
ties of innocent civilians, would
be foiled. “The elements of Fitna
al-Hindustan, who are enemies of
the country’s solidarity, will be
rooted out,” he said in a statement
from the PM Office.

The prime minister further
said that the government and se-
curity forces were committed to
the complete elimination of terror-
ism from the country.

Interior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi also paid tribute to the se-
curity forces and praised their pro-
fessionalism.

“Security forces, through
timely action, thwarted the nefari-
ous intentions of Indian-spon-
sored terrorists.

Punjab opposition leader, PTI supporters sentenced
to 10 years in May 9 case

NEWS DESK: An Anti-Terror-
ism Court (ATC) in Sargodha
sentenced Opposition Leader in
the Punjab Assembly, Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf's (PTI) Malik
Ahmed Khan Bhachar, and other
party workers to 10 years in
prison each on Tuesday.

They were found guilty of
involvement in creating law and
order disturbances, anarchy,
and arson during the May 9 ri-
ots, which erupted following the
arrest of PTI founder Imran
Khan. The ATC judge delivered
the verdict after hearing detailed
arguments and finding that the
prosecution had established its
case. The defence counsels ar-
gued that the accused were not
involved in the charges brought
against them, claiming that
these were politically motivated
cases. They further stated that
no substantial evidence was
available to link their clients to
the offences outlined in the First
Information Report (FIR).

The prosecution countered
by presenting evidence estab-
lishing the involvement of the
accused. They argued that the
defendants incited public unrest,
leading to violent incidents
across the country.

The FIR included charges
under anti-terrorism laws re-

lated to vandalism, arson, and
inciting riots during protests that
followed Imran Khan's arrest.

According to court pro-
ceedings, the accused were
found guilty of damaging pub-
lic property, setting buildings on
fire, and causing unrest. The
ATC handed down the sentence
after a thorough examination of
the evidence, witness state-
ments, and police reports.

Deputy Opposition Leader
in the Punjab Assembly, Moeen

were unlawfully sentenced
based on fabricated evidence
and witnesses.

He stated that every child
in Pakistan is aware of the fate
of these cases and that the pub-
lic is fully informed about the
court's conduct.

PTI will challenge the ATC
court's decision in the appellate
court, he said, adding, Malik
Ahmad Khan Bhachar will con-
tinue to serve as the opposition
leader in the future.

for a cause and the future of
the nation.

The May 9 riots erupted na-
tionwide following the arrest of
former prime minister Imran
Khan, after which PTI leaders
and workers staged protests tar-
geting both civil and military in-
stallations, including Jinnah
House and the General Head-
quarters (GHQ) in Rawalpindi.

The military condemned
the events as a "Black Day" and
decided to try the protesters
under the Army Act.

As a result of the unrest,
many PTI members were ar-
rested and tried in military
courts. In December, a military
court convicted 25 individuals,
including Imran Khan’s
nephew, Hassan Khan Niazi,
and later sentenced 60 more.

In January, 19 convicts had
their sentences pardoned fol-
lowing successful mercy ap-
peals, although PTI expressed
dissatisfaction over the limited
number of pardons.

The military trials had ini-
tially been halted following a
Supreme Court ruling but were
resumed following the court's
instructions to finalise pending
cases and announce judgments
for those involved in the violent
incidents.

PTI’s Chief Whip in the
Punjab Assembly Rana Shahbaz
Ahmad stated that such deci-
sions would not force them to
bow down, as they stand firm

Riaz Qureshi, termed the pro-
ceedings as a “black day of de-
mocracy,” stating that lawmak-
ers, including the opposition
leader of the largest province,
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Balochistan’s Rs250 Billion
Federal Allocation Must Drive

Inclusive, Transparent
Infrastructure Development

Editorial:

The federal government’s allocation of Rs250 billion for Balochistan in the
upcoming Public Sector Development Programme (PSDP) is a significant step
that, if properly implemented, can transform the province’s economic future.
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s announcement at the Balochistan Grand Tribal
Jirga in Quetta reflects a welcome shift toward prioritizing infrastructure in-
vestment, socio-economic development, and regional connectivity in a prov-
ince often overlooked.

However, we emphasize that this federal funding must be utilized for high-
impact, long-term infrastructure projects — not short-term political schemes
or small-scale, non-transparent initiatives. Balochistan requires mega projects
that foster job creation, enhance public health systems, modernize education
infrastructure, and develop transportation networks to uplift the Human De-
velopment Index (HDI) of the province.

For maximum return on investment and to ensure value for taxpayer money,
funds must be directed toward projects like the dualization of the Quetta-
Karachi Highway, smart road infrastructure, clean drinking water systems,
renewable energy integration, and digital education access. These projects
not only promote regional growth but also boost national economic indicators
and reduce rural-urban disparities.

From a public finance and fiscal policy standpoint, transparency and
accountability mechanisms must be enforced. We urge the government to
establish an independent monitoring authority to ensure that every rupee is
spent efficiently. Government transparency, financial accountability, and pub-
lic-private partnerships should guide the implementation process to avoid
corruption and misuse of development funds.

This is not just an economic opportunity; it is a national security impera-
tive. Without addressing the root causes of underdevelopment — poverty,
unemployment, and lack of education — extremism, insurgency, and foreign-
sponsored sabotage will continue to find fertile ground. National security,
economic resilience, and social cohesion are directly tied to how well we in-
vest in the country’s largest and most resource-rich province.

As a platform committed to investigative journalism, public interest re-
porting, and development policy, we insist that there be no individual projects,
no ghost schemes, and no politically motivated allocations. Only inclusive
economic development, guided by data-driven planning and evidence-based
policy, can deliver the sustainable growth Balochistan needs.

This is a defining moment. The Rs250 billion fund should not be another
missed opportunity. It must become the foundation for a new era of economic
empowerment, smart city development, and infrastructure modernization in
Balochistan. This will not only enhance the province’s GDP contribution, but
also attract foreign direct investment (FDI), boost e-commerce logistics, and
reduce the digital and physical divide that isolates communities.

We call on the federal and provincial governments to act decisively, inclu-
sively, and transparently. This is about nation-building, not narrow interests.
The people of Balochistan deserve no less.

Israel and Iran Conflict and Its Impact on Middle East Stability
Syed Muhammad Waseem:

Israel and Iran are ex-

changing deadly attacks.
Israeli strikes have hit
homes, hospitals, and aid
workers in Tehran. Iran
responded with missile
and drone attacks on cit-
ies like Tel Aviv and
Haifa. Many civilians
have been killed or in-
jured on both sides.

The conflict is draw-
ing global attention.
President Trump left the
G7 early due to the cri-
sis. UK leaders warn
against military action
without approval. Ten-
sions are rising, and the
risk of a wider war is
growing. Global powers
are urging both sides to
de-escalate.

The violence is
shaking the region’s sta-
bility. Political alliances
are shifting, economies
are under pressure, and
millions fear what comes
next. Behind the strikes
and statements lies a
deeper struggle for mili-
tary power, especially
between Iran and Israel.
From the origins of their
rivalry to current military
actions, regional fallout,
and global reactions, this
article breaks down what
you need to know.

Historical
Background

The Iran-Israel con-
flict history began inten-
sifying after the 1979 Ira-
nian Revolution, which
transformed Iran from a
close ally of Israel into
one of its fiercest oppo-
nents. Iran’s support for
armed groups l ike
Hezbollah and Hamas,
along with Israel’s tar-
geted assassinations
and airstrikes, deepened
the divide.

The October 7
Hamas attack and
Israel’s retaliation
marked a sharp escala-
tion, pushing the conflict
into more direct and dan-
gerous territory.

Over the years, the
tensions have played out
through a timeline of
provocative events.
Iran’s controversial
nuclear program has
drawn repeated warn-
ings and attacks from Is-
rael. Both nations have
launched cyberattacks
against each other, with

incidents like the Stuxnet
virus and strikes on
nuclear sites. Proxy wars
have continued across
Lebanon, Syria,  and
Gaza, keeping the region
in a constant state of
unrest.

External powers
have also shaped the
conflict’s course. The
U.S. strongly supports
Israel with military aid
and intelligence, while
Iran receives political
backing from Russia and
economic support from
China. These global ties
have made the situation
more complex, raising the
stakes and limiting dip-
lomatic solutions.

Current State
of the Conflict

The conflict be-
tween Israel and Iran is
intensifying, with Israel
intercepting 30 drones
and multiple ballistic
missiles from Iran.
Israel’s airstrikes tar-
geted missile storage
and launch sites, while
also killing Iranian chief
of staff Ali Shadmani.

Iran retaliated with
missile strikes on Israel,
causing damage in
places like Herzliya,
though no injuries were
reported.

The conflict has led
to at least 224 Iranian
and 24 Israeli casualties,
with countries like India
and Pakistan evacuating
their citizens from
Tehran.

Israel’s attacks
have disrupted Iranian
energy infrastructure,
including the South Pars
gas field. The violence
has strengthened sup-
port for Iran’s hardliners,
with global concerns ris-
ing over the ongoing
conflict.

Israel and Iran Con-
flict and Its Impact on
Middle East Stability

Impact on Middle
East Stability

Political
 Instability
The Israel-Iran con-

flict is deeply affecting
nearby nations. Syria’s
new Sunni-led govern-
ment has moved away
from Iran. It sees Israel’s
strikes as helpful in re-
ducing Iranian influence.

Iraq is under pressure as
Iran-backed militias grow
more aggressive.
Lebanon’s Hezbollah
has lost strength and is
avoiding direct involve-
ment, though tensions
remain high.

Jordan and Egypt
are walking a careful line.
Jordan fears instability
and has warned against
any attacks from its terri-
tory. Egypt is worried
about its energy supply
and trade routes like the
Suez Canal. Disruptions
could hurt its economy,
which depends heavily
on imports and stable
fuel access. Both nations
aim to avoid being drawn
into the conflict.

As the war drags on,
regional alliances are
shifting. Syria is moving
closer to the West. Iraq
struggles to balance re-
lations with Iran and the
U.S. Egypt and Jordan are
working to protect their
own security. This con-
flict is not just about two
nations—it’s changing
the political map of the
Middle East.

Security and
Military Impact

The Israel-Iran con-
flict has triggered a re-
gional arms race. Coun-
tries like Saudi Arabia,
UAE, and Egypt are in-
creasing their defense
spending. They want to
upgrade weapons, air
defenses, and missile
systems. This rise in mili-
tary buildup reflects
growing fears of future
attacks.

The chances of a
wider war are also rising.
Iran’s support for militias
and Israel’s direct strikes
have already pulled
Syria, Iraq, and Lebanon
into tension.

Any miscalculation
or surprise attack could
quickly expand the con-
flict. This creates con-
stant fear across the
Middle East.

To prepare, nations
are strengthening mili-
tary ties with global pow-
ers. U.S. bases in Jordan
and Iraq are on high alert.
At the same time, Russia
and China are showing
more interest in the re-
gion. The Middle East is
turning into a major zone
of power competition

and possible war.

Economic
Consequences

The conflict  has
sent shockwaves
through oil markets.
Brent crude spiked by
nearly 7%, reaching
$74.60 per barrel. Inves-
tors fear Iran could close
the Strait of Hormuz a
vital route for global oil.
Any disruption here
could push oil prices
above $100, hurting both
producers and consum-
ers. Trade routes and air-
lines are also affected.
Several carriers sus-
pended flights to Iran,
Iraq, and nearby na-
tions. Jordan, Iraq, and
Iran closed their air-
space, halting traffic on
some of the world’s busi-
est air corridors. These
changes hurt tourism
and slow cargo move-
ment across continents.

Conflict-hit coun-
tries like Iran face added
economic pressure.
Sanctions, rising infla-
tion, and oil infrastruc-
ture damage are worsen-
ing Tehran’s financial
crisis. Iraq and Lebanon
may also suffer due to
economic ties with Iran
and ongoing instability.
Global inflation may rise
if this war continues.

Humanitarian
and Social

Consequences
The human toll is

rising fast. Over 220 Ira-
nians, including women
and children, have been
killed. Israeli casualties
are also growing. Mis-
siles and airstrikes are
displacing families, de-
stroying homes, and
leaving civilians trapped
in unsafe areas.

Anger is spreading
across the region. Anti-
Israel protests have
erupted in Iraq, Leba-
non, and Egypt. At the
same time, anti-Iran sen-
timent is growing in
countries like Jordan
and Syria. The conflict is
deepening political di-
vides and fueling mis-
trust among neighboring
populations. This rising
hostility is damaging re-
gional unity. People are
taking sides based on
political or religious be-
liefs. Online hate speech

and propaganda are also
increasing. If the conflict
continues, the social fab-
ric of many Middle East-
ern countries could un-
ravel even further.

International
Reactions and

Mediation Efforts
The United States

strongly backs Israel and
warns Iran of tougher
retaliation. President
Trump stated that future
strikes could be even
more brutal if Tehran
doesn’t  step back.
Meanwhile, the EU and
United Nations have
urged both sides to
show restraint and return
to dialogue to avoid a
wider war. Russia and
China have taken a dif-
ferent stance. Both na-
tions criticized Israel’s
actions and called for a
peaceful solution. Rus-
sia offered to host peace
talks, while China em-
phasized the need to pro-
tect energy routes and
maintain regional stabil-
ity. Despite rising ten-
sion, diplomatic efforts
are slowly moving. The
UN is considering emer-
gency talks, and some
countries are proposing
fresh sanctions on Iran.
Others are pushing for a
ceasefire and talks to
prevent further blood-
shed and protect civil-
ians on both sides.

Conclusion
The Israel-Iran con-

flict has triggered politi-
cal instability, military
escalation,  and eco-
nomic shockwaves.
Neighboring countries
like Syria, Lebanon, and
Iraq face serious risks,
while oil prices and trade
routes are under pres-
sure. Civilian lives have
been lost, and public an-
ger is growing. Global
powers are taking sides,
but some are also push-
ing for peace.

This conflict is not
just about two nations,
it affects the whole re-
gion and beyond. With
rising deaths and eco-
nomic damage, urgent
diplomacy is needed.
Only strong regional co-
operation and global
mediation can stop the
violence and bring long-
term peace.

Starting a Small Business in
Balochistan: Funding & Growth Tips

Starting a small busi-
ness in Balochistan is
one of the most prom-
ising ways to generate
income, create jobs,
and uplift the local
economy. With govern-
ment-backed business
loans, startup grants,
and low-cost business
ideas, Balochistan of-
fers untapped opportu-
nities for entrepre-
neurs. This guide ex-
plains step-by-step
how to register, fund,
and grow your business
in the region.

Why Start a Small
Business in
Balochistan?

Balochistan has
emerging markets, low
competition, and a ris-
ing demand for basic
and digital services. En-
trepreneurs can benefit
from:

Low initial invest-
ment requirements

Government in-
centives and grants for
startups

High demand for
localized services and
products

Tax relief and SME
support schemes

S t e p - b y - S t e p
Guide to Launching a
Business in Balochistan

1. Choose a High-
Profit Business Idea

Select a profitable
business in Balochistan
based on local market
needs. Top ideas with
high CPC potential:

Solar energy in-
stallation business

Organic farming
or livestock trading

Handicrafts export
via e-commerce

Freight, delivery,
and logistics services

Freelance digital
services (graphic de-
sign, SEO, content
writing)

These are low-risk
and high-demand ven-
tures suitable for the re-
gion.

2. Register Your
Business Legally

To apply for busi-
ness loans and govern-
ment grants, you need
to legalize your startup:

Register with SECP
or local Chamber of
Commerce

Apply for an NTN
(National Tax Number)
via FBR

Set up a business

bank account
Ensure compli-

ance with local busi-
ness laws

Tip: Use the SECP
eServices Portal for
quick online registra-
tion.

3. Apply for Small
Business Grants in Pa-
kistan (2025 Update)

Looking for free
money to start a busi-
ness in Balochistan?
These grant programs
can help:

SMEDA Small
Business Grants

The Small and Me-
dium Enterprises De-
velopment Authority
(SMEDA) offers:

Capacity-building
programs

Matching grants
for business improve-
ment

Free feasibility
studies and training

V i s i t :
www.smeda.org

Kamyab Jawan
Youth Entrepreneur-
ship Scheme (YES
Loan 2025)

Loans up to PKR
5 million

No interest (Tier-
1)

Priority for
Balochistan youth and
women

Apply now:
yes.kamyabjawan.gov.pk

4. Access Small
Business Loans in
Balochistan

Akhuwat Islamic
Microfinance

Interest-free loans
(Qarz-e-Hasna)

Targeted at low-
income and women
entrepreneurs

National Bank of
Pakistan (NBP) – SME
Finance

Loan range: PKR
100,000 – 5 million

Grace period and
flexible repayment
terms For registered
startups in rural and
urban areas

Balochistan Rural
Support Program
(BRSP) Community-
led loan schemes

Enterprise devel-
opment training

Ideal for agri-busi-
nesses and home-
based work

Growth Strategies
to Scale Your Startup
in Balochistan

1. Digital Market-

ing for Local Busi-
nesses

Use local SEO
techniques and social
media platforms to get
visibility:

Create a Google
My Business listing

Use Facebook Ads
with geo-targeting

Promote on
WhatsApp Business
and TikTok

2. Join Business
Networks

Balochistan Cham-
ber of Commerce & In-
dustry (BCCI)

Women Business
Development Center
(WBDC Quetta)

Trade shows and
local SME expos

3. Reinvest Profits
Wisely

Buy inventory in
bulk

Invest in customer
service and staff train-
ing

Explore B2B sales
within Pakistan and
abroad

Most Searched
Questions (FAQs)

Can I get a govern-
ment grant to start a
business in Balochistan?

Yes. Programs like
SMEDA and Kamyab
Jawan offer grants and
interest-free loans to
qualified individuals,
especially youth and
women entrepreneurs.

What is the easiest
business to start in
Quetta?

Low-investment
options include
freelancing, handi-
crafts, mobile accesso-
ries, and home-based
catering.

Is registration re-
quired for small busi-
nesses?

Yes. Legal registra-
tion opens access to
government loans,
grants, and tax incen-
tives.

Final Thoughts
With the right

knowledge, funding,
and execution, starting
a business in
Balochistan can be both
impactful and profit-
able. By leveraging
SME grants, low-inter-
est loans, and digital
tools, you can build a
sustainable business
that contributes to your
community and secures
your future.

Tourism: The Neglected Sector
Muhammad Asghar Harifal:

Pakistan is cited as one

of the countries blessed
with strategic locations
connecting extremely im-
portant geographical re-
gions of Central and
South Asia. Historically
speaking, the dividends
of geography did accrue
and they included the
fortification of security
by enlarging the security
apparatus with the help
of western powers and
economic progress of a
few decades,  albeit
ephemeral in nature. The
country was the cyno-
sure of Western atten-
tion from its origin
thanks to its location. In
the decades of the six-
ties, eighties and, later
during the period of the
so-called war against ter-
rorism, Pakistan played a
crucial role owing to its
location. The security
compulsions of the west-
ern countries, led by
America, turned out to be
aligned with Pakistan’s
security concerns in the
region, leading to trusted
relations of cooperation.

Pakistan’s pre-
dominant tradi-
tional security

predilection has
seriously come

under strain
Pakistan is again the

hub of changes but, this
time, not as the tradi-
tional fire-arm battle-
ground, but challenged
by growing economies
and information technol-
ogy bewildering ad-
vancement,  defining
states’ power. With the
end of the last afghan
war in the
neighbourhood and seis-
mic political changes at
the world chessboard,
metamorphosing the

world from a unipolar to
a multipolar world,
Pakistan’s predominant
traditional security pre-
dilection has seriously
come under strain. More
distinctly,  one of
Pakistan’s neighbours
and most trusted ally
has turned into the sec-
ond most robust
economy of the world
challenging the tradi-
tional sole power of the
world. While another
neighbour, although not
friendly, is shaping itself
into one of the ‘top five
world economies. A
country’s power is now
measured with different
yardsticks; compelling
the internal power re-
positories to share the
power cake with institu-
tions having responsi-
bilities of economic de-
velopment and informa-
tion technology promo-
tion. These two sectors
are purported to lead all
others towards the pros-
perity of the country.

Pakistan has
once been a

hub of tourists
Pakistan, a forex-

starved country, can use
tourism as one of the in-
struments for rejuvenat-
ing the economy and
building an image of a
progressive country.
Tourism is one of the sec-
tors that will define the
country’s image, and it
serves as a barometer for
all other fields underpin-
ning the progress of the
country. The flip side of
tourism is that it is too
timid to lead; it shows in
the last when all other
sectors have reassured
their performance. Tour-
ism flourishes when the
institutions are less in-
terfering in people’s
lives and efficient
enough, while the soci-

ety is tolerant of faiths,
living styles, dress codes
and values of others. Pa-
kistan, undoubtedly, has
drifted apart and, for
now, is not in that posi-
tion neither in terms of
society or institutions.
The encouraging aspect,
however, is that improve-
ment in the former helps
the latter fall in place lead-
ing to change. The ray of
hope is that Pakistan has
once been a hub of tour-
ists and recourse to the
same course is not far
from an impossibility.

Balochistan is 43%
of Pakistan and its tour-
ism promotion will have
an incredible impact on
the country’s image, at-
tracting visitors from all
over the world. Not only
that Balochistan has a
bigger landmass, but it is
also badly affected by the
war in Afghanistan and
political alienation is
manifest from the unrest
of the last several de-
cades. Pakistan’s tourism
revival strategy must not
only begin from
Balochistan, the re-
source allocation for
tourism must have this
province as a priority,
with the share equal to
its size. Tourism promo-
tion is not only vital for
wider national develop-
ment, the spectre of ter-
rorism purveying the
whole province, in par-
ticular in the coastal tour-
ism potential region, can
be tackled with the help
of tourism promotion.

Diversity in
Balochistan’s

tourism
Balochistan tourism

is characterised by diver-
sity in the fields of tour-
ism. It has a landscape,
incorporating all the in-
dividual distinctions, all
other provinces pride in.

Balochistan has
ecotourism potential
having high mountains
of Sulaiman with Takhtte
Sulaiman peak, Kirthar,
Zarghon, Toba Kakari
and several others. It
has vast deserts of Jhal
Magsi and Kharan.
Balochistan contiguous
countries have utilized
deserts for tourism at-
traction by providing
desert stays and desert
sports activities. The
Jhal Magsi jeep rally is a
thrilling event, albeit cir-
cumscribed to a few sci-
ons of the affluent class,
as the poor can neither
afford to participate in it
nor have developed the
attraction for it. With
economic activities be-
ing generated, the com-
position and frequency
of these unique sports
can change.

Countries l ike
Egypt, Israel, India and
China have utilized cul-
tural heritage to attract
tourists generating size-
able forex. Balochistan
has Mehargarh, older
than all other archaeo-
logical sites of Pakistan.
The site utilization for
tourism purposes will
attract visitors from Eu-
rope and neighbouring
countries. The site de-
velopment is undertaken
by the government of
Balochistan and, hope-
fully, will contribute to
the economic develop-
ment of the province.

Sindh is known for
the tourism potential of
the coast, with 220 km
coast dwarfs before the
770 km coast of
B a l o c h i s t a n .
Balochistan coast has
not only the potential to
become the hub of eco-
nomic activities, but it
can also turn into a
Dubai for tourists for its
clean beaches, sparse

population and ex-
tremely pleasant weather
in winter. Water sports
like jet skiing,
parasailing, kayaking/
canoeing and skiing are
some of them attracting
economic activities, un-
paralleled in any part of
Pakistan. Cruise travel
along with the hotel and
restaurant industry will
flourish contributing to
job opportunities and
leading to the alleviation
of violence-prone ten-
dencies in the area. The
European and other cold
areas tourists will find
another avenue for win-
ter tourism.

Cultural potential
utilization experience by
India, China and Japan
can be replicated in
B a l o c h i s t a n .
Balochistan’s pristine,
unstinted cultural diver-
sity in the form of cul-
tural treasures of the
coastal area, influenced
by Africa across; the
central Brahvi region;
the Naseerabad basin;
North Balochistan and
the eastern tribal strip are
huge sources of cultural
tourism. The Shela Bagh
Khojak tunnel in the mir-
ror of history

B a l o c h i s t a n ’ s
Hindu religious site of
Hinglaj has huge poten-
tial to attract Hindu pil-
grims from India. The re-
cent unconfirmed re-
ports of Indian Premier,
Mr Narender Modi
planned visit, in the af-
termath of a purported
thaw in relations, under-
line the religious tourism
opportunities in the
province utilizing Hinglaj
temple. The Balochistan
tourism sector is marred
by the same malaises
characterising Pakistan’s
tourism blight but with
more intensity and fre-
quency.
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Rawal Dam spillways open as water
level rises

Far deeper reasons' behind pro-farmer
Indian VP’s resignation: Congress

Brook embraces 'no more nice guys' as En-
gland seek All Blacks mentality

Climate crisis no longer hypothesis but
‘terrifying reality’: Ahsan Iqbal

I S L A M A B A D
(INP):  Continuous
rainfall has pushed
water levels at Rawal
Dam to a critical point,
prompting the
Islamabad district ad-
ministration to open
the spillways on Tues-
day to prevent over-
flow. According to the
spokesman of ICT
administration, the
controlled release of
water is being closely
monitored to ensure
public safety.

He said that the
water level in Rawal
Dam reached 1,750
feet on Tuesday fol-
lowing hours of per-
sistent rain in the fed-
eral capital and ad-

joining areas.
In response, the

district administration
ordered the immediate
opening of the dam’s
spillways to manage
the rising water, he
added. According to
the district administra-
tion, the discharge of
water from the dam is
expected to continue
for five hours.

 The process is
being supervised by the
Assistant Commis-
sioner of Nilore, who
was present on-site to
monitor operations.

Officials con-
firmed that all safety
protocols were strictly
followed before open-
ing the spillways to en-

sure the controlled re-
lease of water does
not pose risks to
nearby areas.

The administra-
tion also deployed res-
cue teams, ambulance
services, and police
personnel at various
bridges and critical
points downstream of
the dam to handle any
emergency. A spokes-
man stated that the
water release will con-
tinue until the dam’s
level drops to 1,746
feet, which is consid-
ered a safer threshold.

The decision to
open the spillways
was made to avoid
any potential damage
to the dam’s structure

and prevent flooding in
the surrounding locali-
ties.

The district admin-
istration has urged resi-
dents living in the vicin-
ity of streams and low-
lying areas to stay alert
and follow safety in-
structions.  Continuous
monitoring of water
levels and weather pat-
terns is underway to
determine any further
measures.

This controlled
water discharge is part
of standard procedures
adopted by the authori-
ties during the mon-
soon season when the
dam reaches near-full
capacity due to heavy
rains.

NEW DELHI (INP): The
Indian National Con-
gress has said that that
there are "far deeper rea-
sons" behind Jagdeep
Dhankhar's resignation
as India's Vice President
than the health concerns
he cited.

According to Kash-
mir Media Service, in a
sudden and unexpected
move, Dhankhar ten-
dered his resignation on
Monday evening, citing
medical reasons.

Congress leader
Jairam Ramesh took to
social media to hint at
internal issues that
might have led to the res-
ignation.

In a series of posts
on X, Ramesh outlined
events leading up to
Dhankhar’s departure.
According to Ramesh,
the Vice President
chaired a meeting of the
Business Advisory

Committee (BAC) of the
Rajya Sabha at 12:30 pm
on Monday, which was
attended by most mem-
bers, including Leader of
the House JP Nadda and
Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju.
During this session, it
was decided that the
BAC would reconvene
at 4:30 pm.

However, when the
meeting reconvened,
both Nadda and Rijiju
were notably absent.
Ramesh noted that
Dhankhar was not in-
formed about their ab-
sence. Rightly he took
umbrage and resched-
uled the meeting for the
following day (Tuesday)
at 1 pm.

Ramesh said that
something significant
occurred between 1 pm
and 4:30 pm that led to
their absence. "Some-
thing very serious hap-

pened behind the
scenes," he wrote, allud-
ing to possible tensions
that might have trig-
gered Dhankhar’s sud-
den resignation.

bout Dhankhar's
stated health reasons for
stepping down, Ramesh
remarked that "there are
far deeper reasons for
his resignation" that
have yet to come to
light.

He went on to
praise Dhankhar as
someone who had "spo-
ken fearlessly for the
welfare of farmers",
“forcefully against what
he called ‘ahankar’ [ar-
rogance] in public life,”
and emphasised judicial
accountability.  He also
commended Dhankhar's
emphasis on judicial ac-
countability and his at-
tempts to engage the
Opposition within the
limits of the current rul-

ing establishment.
Ramesh added,

"Jagdeep Dhankhar’s
resignation speaks vol-
umes about his character,
but it also speaks poorly
of those who initially got
him elected as Vice Presi-
dent."

Echoing Ramesh’s
sentiments, Congress
MP Danish Ali  sug-
gested that Dhankhar’s
resignation was politi-
cally motivated rather
than health-related.

“This development
leaves a big question
mark that demands an-
swers," said NCP (SP)
leader Anish Gawande.

The Opposition on
Monday raised ques-
tions over Dhankhar's
sudden resignation, with
the Congress saying that
clearly, there is "far more
to his totally unexpected
resignation than meets
the eye".

LONDON (INP):  Former
All Blacks mental skills
coach Gilbert Enoka has
been moulding the
minds of the England
men's Test squad this
summer. And the man
famous for the New
Zealand rugby team's
"no dickheads policy"
has been reinforcing the
mental

forti tude of the
group, at a time when
Harry Brook says they
must ditch their "nice
guy" persona.

Enoka, who has re-
cently worked with
Chelsea Football Club,
spoke to the team at
Emirates Old Trafford at
the start of their first
training session ahead
of the fourth Test
against India.

 A friend of head
coach Brendon
McCullum, having pre-
viously worked with the
Blackcaps, Enoka has
been with England on a

freelance basis.
He first addressed

the squad in May, when
they met up in London
ahead of their first Test
of the summer against
Zimbabwe, and he will
remain with them in
Manchester until the end
of the week.

At this stage, Enoka
has been working prima-
rily with McCullum and
Ben Stokes. However, his
methods proved integral
to a cultural shift in New
Zealand rugby that
brought about back-to-
back Rugby World Cups
in 2011 and 2015, and the
hope is that his expertise
will ignite a similar period
of dominance for
England's cricketers. Be-
yond the current series
against India lies the
Ashes in the winter, both
of which are seminal mo-
ments in this team's
lifecycle.

On the field, En-
gland showed a notable

degree of togetherness
during the third Test at
Lord's, particularly when
they rounded on India
on the final day. Victory
in the final session gave
England a 2-1 lead in the
series, after plenty of ef-
fort and just as much
chat, with close-in field-
ers - notably Brook - not
shy of a word towards
India's batters.

The touch paper
was l it  on the third
evening, when Zak
Crawley and Ben
Duckett faced the full
wrath of the India team
after the former suc-
cessfully employed de-
laying tactics to keep an
awkward mini-session
to a single over.
Shubman Gill led the
protestations, pointing
the finger at Crawley for
time-wasting, who imme-
diately pointed right
back at the India skipper,
after his own time-wast-
ing efforts earlier in the

match.
As it  happens,

McCullum had men-
tioned before the Test
that his team were a little
too nice. Brook believes
England's opportunity to
have a go at India, in the
same way that India had
gone at them, was one
they had relished in pur-
suit of a new edge.

"It was good fun,"
Brook said. "We watched
the Indians go hard at
Creeps (Crawley) and
Ducky. We had a conver-
sation, we thought it was
the perfect opportunity
to not be the nice guys
that we have been in the
past three years, to go out
there and put them under
more pressure than what
they have probably had
before.

"He (McCullum) ac-
tually said a few days
before that we are too
nice sometimes, and I
brought it up the night
before the last day: '

Baz said the other
day we're too nice, I think
tomorrow is a perfect op-
portunity to really get
stuck into them'.

"I don't know if it
had an effect on how we
got the wickets.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Federal Minister for
Planning, Development,
and Special Initiatives
Professor Ahsan Iqbal
on Tuesday said the cli-
mate change was no
longer a looming threat
but a “terrifying reality”
that had already begun
to severely impact vul-
nerable nations like Pa-
kistan.

Speaking at  an
event titled "From Plan-
ning to PRACTICE: Ad-
vancing Climate Resil-
ience in Pakistan," he
highlighted the pro-
found impact global
warming was already
having on the country’s
environment, economy
and future.

“Climate change
has become a serious
threat to the future of
humanity,” he said, add-
ing, “It is no longer a
distant hypothesis. We
are living in its conse-
quences.”

Ahsan Iqbal under-
scored the dispropor-
tionate burden shoul-
dered by developing
nations in the Global
South, urging devel-
oped countries to ur-
gently deliver on their
climate finance commit-
ments. “The world has
always demanded ‘Do
More’ from the Global
South. Today, we de-
mand: ‘Do More’ from
the global powers for
environmental justice,”
he added.

Citing the 2022
floods that submerged a
third of Pakistan, dis-
placed millions and
caused billions in dam-

ages, he described them
as a harrowing testament
to the dangers of un-
checked climate change.

“These floods were
not a fluke. They were a
symptom of a planet in
crisis,” he said, adding
that climate change was
fueling erratic weather
patterns,  widespread
flooding and escalating
food insecurity across
the region.

Pakistan, home to
more than 7,000 glaciers,
he said, was witnessing

the fastest rate of glacier
melt in over 60 years.

This rapid melting,
he warned, was a direct
threat to the Indus River
system, which sup-
ported 90 percent of
Pakistan’s agricultural
output, noting that the
very foundation of its
food security was under
threat.

The minister reiter-
ated Pakistan’s support
for the principle of cli-
mate justice, emphasiz-
ing that the $100 billion

annual climate finance
pledge made by devel-
oped nations for the af-
fected countries was not
charity, but a necessary
step toward global eq-
uity. “This is not a favor.
It is a requirement of en-
vironmental justice,” he
asserted.

Ahsan Iqbal said
the government has
placed climate action at
the core of its long-term
strategy, incorporating it
into the national 5Es
policy.

Complete ban
on travel from

Punjab to
Balochistan
after sunset

amid security
concerns

DERA GHAZI KHAN
(INP): In light of recent
terrorist incidents tar-
geting passengers in
Balochistan, the gov-
ernment has imposed a
ban on travel from
Punjab to Balochistan
after sunset.

Deputy Commis-
sioner of Dera Ghazi
Khan, Usman Khalid,
stated that public trans-
port  heading from
Punjab to Balochistan
will be stopped at the
Bawata Check Post af-
ter 5:00 PM.

This measure has
been taken to ensure the
safety of passengers.
He appealed to trans-
port operators and citi-
zens to avoid traveling
in the evening to pre-
vent any untoward inci-
dents.

  According to the
official notification, all
types of transport ser-
vices both public and
private operating in
Sakhi Sarwar and
Bawata must cease their
operations by 5:00 PM
daily.  Travel is now re-
stricted to daylight
hours only.

ISLAMABAD:   Shoaib Ahmed Siddiqui Chief Commissioner along with Ijaz Hassan Awan Information Commissioner presenting  bi-
annual report to Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP) Yahya Afridi at Supreme Court of Pakistan.

ISLAMABAD : Federal Minister For Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety Syed Imran Ahmed Shah
held  a meeting with the MD Pakistan Bait ul Maal at PBM headquarters.

PESHAWAR:  Polio workers hold protest in favor of their demands outside
Peshawar Press Club (PPC).
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Monsoon rains claim five more lives; death

toll rises to 221: NDMA

Five tourists dead, three injured following
devastating floods in Thak Babusar region

Poverty, unemployment & illiteracy root causes of
terrorism, extremism: Gillani

Time for negotiations with govt is
over: Barrister Gohar

PMD issues flood and landslide alerts as
more rains expected across country

President, PM direct to accelerate rescue
operation in flood-hit areas

ISLAMABAD (INP): Due to
the recent monsoon rains in the
country, five more people have
lost their lives in the past 24
hours, bringing the total death
toll to 221.

According to the latest re-
port from the National Disas-
ter Management Authority
(NDMA), the dead included
two men and three children.
Ten people sustained injuries in
rain-related incidents.

The report stated that
more than 804 houses have
been completely destroyed due
to heavy rains.

According to the NDMA,
Punjab is the most affected
province, where 135 people
have died and 470 injured, 168

houses were partially damaged
and 24 were completely de-
stroyed. In Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, 40 people have
lost their lives and 69 have been
injured. The province saw 142
houses partially damaged and
78 completely collapsed.

In Sindh, 22 people have
died and 40 have been injured
due to the rains. At least 54
houses were partially dam-
aged, and 33 were completely
destroyed.

In Balochistan, the inten-
sity of the rains has claimed 16
lives, with four people injured.
The rains partially damaged 56
houses and completely de-
stroyed eight others.

In Gilgit-Baltistan, three

people were injured due to the
recent rains, and 71 houses
were partially damaged while
66 houses were completely
destroyed.

In Azad Kashmir, one per-
son died and 6 were injured due
to the rains. 75 houses were
partially damaged and 17 were
completely destroyed.

In Islamabad, 1 person
died as a result of the rains. 35
houses were partially dam-
aged, and 1 house was com-
pletely destroyed.

According to NDMA’s re-
port, in the past 24 hours, 25
houses were destroyed, and
five livestock were killed, rais-
ing the number of deaths to
200.

GILGIT-BALTISTAN (INP:
At least five tourists have been
confirmed dead, three injured,
and 15 reported missing follow-
ing devastating floods triggered
by heavy rainfall in the Thak
Babusar region of Diamer dis-
trict, Gilgit-Baltistan.

The torrential downpour
caused flash floods that swept
away eight tourist vehicles and
paralysed the area’s road net-
work.

According to Faizullah
Faraq, the spokesperson for
the Gilgit-Baltistan govern-
ment, the worst-hit area is
along the Thak-Babusar route,
where floodwaters caused
widespread destruction. The
situation remains critical as res-
cue operations continue at a
heightened pace, with authori-
ties racing against time to lo-
cate the missing.

Three bodies have been
recovered so far, and four in-
jured tourists have been shifted
to hospital for urgent medical
care. One of the injured is re-
ported to be in critical condi-
tion. As rescue teams navigate
through debris-strewn roads
and challenging terrain, hun-

dreds of stranded tourists re-
main in temporary shelters.

Government sources re-
vealed that Babusar Highway
is blocked at several locations,
isolating numerous villages and
cutting off vital access routes.
Optical fiber communication
lines have also been severely
disrupted, hampering connec-
tivity and coordination.

The Pakistan Army's res-
cue operation to evacuate
stranded tourists in Deosai is
successfully underway. Tour-
ists are being airlifted to safer
locations, including Babusar
and nearby areas, via army
helicopters.

Restoration work on the
Skardu Road is also in
progress, supported by army
pilots and engineering teams.
The landslide-affected section
between Skardu and the
Sadpara Mountaineering
School has now been cleared,
and the route from Deosai to
Sadpara village has been re-
opened. Army personnel con-
tinue efforts to remove remain-
ing debris.

In addition to rescue op-
erations, the Pakistan Army is

providing food and essential
supplies to those stranded.
Around 150 ready-to-eat meal
packets have been delivered
to affected areas by helicop-
ter.

Hundreds of tourists are
stranded in the region, with
many locals stepping in to pro-
vide shelter and support. While
some stranded individuals have
been successfully rescued by
the authorities, dozens more
have been accommodated by
residents of nearby villages.

The Chief Minister of
Gilgit-Baltistan has instructed
emergency teams to deploy all
available resources for the
evacuation and assistance of
affected individuals. Floodwa-
ters have destroyed roads,
damaged farmlands, and sev-
ered links between multiple
communities.

This disaster follows an
earlier flood incident in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa on 27th June,
where more than 75 individu-
als, including women and chil-
dren, were swept away in
Swat River after torrential
rains led to massive surges at
seven different locations.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Senate
Chairman Syed Yousaf Raza
Gilani on Tuesday said that pov-
erty, unemployment, and illit-
eracy are the root causes of ter-
rorism and extremism, calling
for a broad strategy to tackle
these core issues and empower
the youth for national progress.

He was addressing the in-
augural session of the Senate of
the Kalam Bibi International
Women Institute, Bannu, held at
the Parliament House. Gilani
chaired the session on behalf of
the President of Pakistan.

The session was attended
by Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Gov-
ernor Faisal Karim Kundi, Chair-
man of the Higher Education
Commission (HEC) Dr.
Mukhtar Ahmed, Vice Chancel-
lor Dr. Aurangzeb Khan, MNA
Shahida Akhtar Ali, MPA Engi-
neer Ahmad Khan Kundi, and
other senior officials.

Welcoming the establish-
ment of the Kalam Bibi Interna-

tional Women’s Institute, Gilani
said the institute would open
doors to higher and professional
education for women in the
southern districts of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

He appreciated the efforts
behind the project and urged for
maximum facilities to be pro-
vided to ensure the institute’s
success. He said education and
health have always been close
to his heart, noting that both are
closely linked. He stressed that
women’s welfare and the inclu-
sion of minorities in the national
mainstream remain among his
top priorities.

He directed the HEC to ur-
gently equip the institute with
modern technology, internet ac-
cess, and other essential re-
sources, enabling it to operate
efficiently.

Highlighting the challenges
faced by backwards areas in
southern KP and Punjab, Gilani
proposed establishing support

centres under the Benazir In-
come Support Program (BISP)
to help overcome regional is-
sues.

He also mentioned that his
daughter has served as a good-
will ambassador for women’s
empowerment.

Governor Faisal Karim
Kundi also addressed the ses-
sion, expressing his pleasure in
attending and reaffirming his
party’s commitment to
women’s education.

He said the new institute
would help integrate the under-
developed southern districts into
the national development frame-
work.

Kundi praised the HEC’s
support and called for contin-
ued investment in institutions
that address social inequality. He
also proposed upgrading cam-
pus facilities, expanding the use
of technology, and offering
scholarships to deserving fe-
male students.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman
Barrister Gohar, on Tuesday de-
clared that the time for negotia-
tions is over, adding that only the
instructions of incarcerated PTI
founder Imran Khan will be fol-
lowed.

While speaking to the media
at the Judicial Complex, Barrister
Gohar said the Senate elections
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa were
conducted smoothly.

He stated that PTI had final-
ized all its candidates well in ad-
vance, and not a single name was
added without the consultation of
the party founder.

He explained that the finaliza-
tion process had been completed
back in March 2024, but proceed-
ings were delayed due to the is-

sue of reserved seats.
Once a decision on those

seats was made, the party real-
ized they wouldn’t receive the
number of seats they deserved.
However, he added, receiving six
seats was still a good outcome.

Responding to criticism,
Gohar dismissed claims that indi-
viduals who held press confer-
ences after May 9 were given tick-
ets unjustly.

He pointed out that Mirza
Afridi was personally chosen by
Imran Khan, and that Afridi had
never made any statements
against the party.

"He has always remained
aligned with PTI’s narrative and
interests," Gohar said.

He further emphasized that
it’s time to end political victimiza-

tion, as it’s been two years now.
He called for dialogue with PTI,
stating everyone should now
meet the party.

On the issue of meeting Imran
Khan, Barrister Gohar said there
are court orders permitting visits,
but they are being violated.

The last meeting with the PTI
founder was held by Barrister Saif,
followed by his sisters, but these
meetings have sparked doubts
and questions.

He concluded by saying,
“We don’t have to expel anyone
from PTI — they leave on their
own.

” He reiterated that Imran
Khan will lead the protest from jail,
and that the era of negotiations is
over; from now on, everything will
proceed as per Khan’s directives.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The Paki-
stan Meteorological Department
(PMD) has issued a detailed
weather forecast for Tuesday,
warning of widespread rain, wind,
and thundershowers in multiple
regions, including Kashmir,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Islamabad,
Punjab, and Gilgit-Baltistan.

While parts of the country
will continue to experience hot
and humid weather, several areas
are likely to receive heavy to very
heavy rainfall during the forecast
period.

The PMD has cautioned that
tonight and on July 22, intense
rainfall may lead to flash flooding
in local nullahs and streams. This
risk is particularly high in north-
ern and hilly regions such as
Chitral, Dir, Swat, Shangla,
Mansehra, Kohistan,
Abbottabad, Buner, Charsadda,
Nowshera,  Swabi, Mardan,
Murree, Galliyat, Islamabad,
Rawalpindi, as well as in the hill
torrents of Dera Ghazi Khan,
northeastern Punjab, and Kash-
mir.

Heavy downpours could also
trigger urban flooding in low-ly-
ing areas of major cities including
Islamabad, Rawalpindi,
Gujranwala, Lahore, Sialkot,
Sargodha, Faisalabad, Okara,
Nowshera, and Peshawar.

Additionally, the risk of land-
slides and mudslides looms large
over vulnerable hilly regions of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Murree,
Galliyat, Kashmir, and Gilgit-
Baltistan. The PMD has also
warned that strong winds, in-
tense rainfall, and lightning may
damage weak structures such as
kacha houses, billboards, solar
panels, electric poles, and ve-
hicles during this period.

In Islamabad, partly cloudy
and humid conditions are ex-
pected to prevail, with rain and
thundershowers likely. The prob-
ability of rainfall is estimated at
80 percent, and heavy falls are
also possible.

In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
partly cloudy weather with rain-
wind/thundershowers is ex-
pected at isolated places, includ-
ing Chitral, Dir, Swat, Kohistan,
Battagram, Mansehra,
Abbottabad, Buner, Shangla,
Malakand, Peshawar, Nowshera,
Swabi, Bajaur, Mardan, Kurram,
Orakzai, Hangu, Kohat, Bannu,
Karak, Dera Ismail Khan, and
Waziristan. Isolated heavy rain-
fall is also likely, while other parts
of the province will remain hot
and humid.

In Punjab, most districts are
likely to witness partly cloudy
and humid weather. However,

rain-wind/thundershowers are ex-
pected in several areas including
Rawalpindi, Murree, Galliyat,
Chakwal,  Attock,  Sargodha,
Khushab, Mianwali, Jhelum,
Gujranwala, Gujrat, Sialkot,
Narowal, Mandi Bahauddin,
Hafizabad, Lahore, Sheikhupura,
Kasur, Jhang, Toba Tek Singh,
Multan, Khanewal, Faisalabad,
Layyah, Bhakkar, Dera Ghazi
Khan, Sahiwal, Rahim Yar Khan,
Kot Addu, and Taunsa Sharif. Iso-
lated heavyfalls are also expected
during this period.

In Sindh, most parts will ex-
perience hot and humid condi-
tions. However, rain-wind/thun-
dershowers are forecast for
Karachi, Thatta, and Hyderabad.
In Balochistan, similar hot and
humid weather will dominate, al-
though rain-wind/thundershow-
ers are likely at isolated locations
such as Barkhan, Kohlu,
Musakhel, Loralai, Zhob, Kalat,
Khuzdar, Awaran, Lasbela, and
surrounding areas. In Kashmir and
Gilgit-Baltistan, partly cloudy skies
with isolated rain-thundershowers
are expected. A few areas in Kash-
mir may receive heavy rainfall.

The public is advised to stay
updated with weather advisories,
avoid unnecessary travel to hilly
areas, and take necessary precau-
tions to protect life and property.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari and Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Tuesday condoling the loss of
lives and property in rain and
flood-related incidents directed
the authorities concerned to
accelerate the rescue opera-
tion in the affected areas.

President Asif Zardari ex-
pressed sorrow and grief over
the loss of precious lives due
to heavy rains and flash floods
in various parts of the country.

In a statement issued by
the Aiwan-e-Sadr in
Islamabad, the president ex-
tended heartfelt condolences to
the bereaved families and
prayed for the elevation of the
ranks of those who lost their
lives in the calamity.

President Zardari directed
the relevant authorities to ex-
pedite relief and rescue opera-

tions in the affected regions.
He emphasized the need to
provide all possible assistance
and rehabilitation support to the
victims to help them recover
from the disaster.

In his statement, PM
Shehbaz Sharif while condol-
ing the loss of lives and prop-
erty in rain and flood-related
incidents directed the authori-
ties concerned to accelerate
the rescue operation in the af-
fected areas.

He also expressed grief
over an incident of a car be-
ing swept away carrying a man
and his daughter in floodwa-
ter in a housing society in
Islamabad, and directed that all
possible measures should be
taken for their rescue.

The prime minister in-
structed the provision of ur-
gent medical aid to those in-

jured in such incidents. He or-
dered the National Disaster
Management Authority to en-
sure constant coordination with
the provincial governments and
relevant departments for their
facilitation. He stated that im-
mediate relief should be pro-
vided to the affected people and
that all necessary preparations
should be made in advance to
deal with any untoward situa-
tion in the coming days.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
also instructed the National
Highway Authority and Fron-
tier Works Organisation to ex-
pedite the restoration work of
highways and link roads af-
fected by floods. He prayed to
Allah Almighty for peace for
those who lost their lives in
floods and other related inci-
dents and expressed sympa-
thies for the bereaved families.

ISLAMABAD:  Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting regarding security
arrangements for Chinese citizens in Pakistan.

ISLAMABAD:  Federal Minister for National Food Security & Research, Mr. Rana Tanveer Hussain,
chairing a high-level meeting with Pakistan Sugar Mills Association and provincial stakeholders.

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister, Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar, met with
the Special Envoy for Global Affairs of the Austrian Chancellor, Peter Launsky, on the sidelines of the
High-Level Political Forum (HLPF) on Sustainable Development.

ISLAMABAD:  Chief of the Naval Staff, Royal Saudi Naval Forces, Vice Admiral Mohammed Bin Abdulrahman
Al Ghuraybi called on Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Naveed Ashraf at Naval Headquarters.


