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Pakistan and Iran Eye $10 Billion Trade Target Amid

Strengthening Bilateral Ties

Muhammad Ilyas:
ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif announced
on Sunday that Pakistan and

Iran are committed to signifi- .

cantly enhancing their bilateral
trade volume, aiming to reach
$10 billion in the near future.

The statement was issued
during Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian’s two-day
official visit to Islamabad,
where both nations signed 12
agreements and memoranda of
understanding (MoUs) span-
ning trade, energy, and eco-
nomic cooperation.

In a joint press briefing,
PM Shehbaz and President
Pezeshkian emphasized the
importance of translating these
MoUs into actionable agree-
ments to unlock the full poten-
tial of their economic partner-
ship. Delegations from both
sides are expected to continue
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historic ties. Both sides reaf-
ﬁrmed their commitment to

in-depth to finalize
implementation strategies.
During their meeting, the
two leaders also explored a
wide range of shared interests,
including cultural, religious, and

regional coop-
crauon and promoting peace.
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif strongly condemned the
June 13 attack on Iranian
nuclear sites, expressing soli-

darity with Iran. He offered
condolences over the loss of
lives, including senior officials,
scientists, and civilians, and
extended prayers for the
speedy recovery of those in-
jured.

Pakistan and Iran have

long maintained cooperative
ties, with multiple previous
agreements in areas such as
energy, trade, and border man-
agement. This latest visit marks
a renewed effort to deepen
economic collaboration and
regional connectivity.

Death toll from
monsoon rains climbs
to 299, including 140

children: NDMA
NEWS DESK: The nationwide
death toll from monsoon rains has
risen to 299, up from 234, as the
season that began in late June
continues to cause widespread
devastation, the National Disas-
ter Management Authority said
on Sunday, according to state-
owned ews. Monsoon
rains fall across the region from
June to September, offering respite
from the summer heat and are cru-

FPSC Releases CSS 2026 Exam Schedule;
Age Limit and Attempt Policy Revised

News Desk:
ISLAMABAD - The Federal Pub-
lic Service Commission (FPSC)
has issued an advance notice out-
lining the schedule for the Cen-
tral Superior Services (CSS) Exami-
nation 2026, introducing key up-
dates aimed at expanding oppor-
tunities for aspiring civil servants.

As per the official notifica-
tion, the announcement for online
registration of the MCQ-Based

cial ater supplies.
However, heavy downpours also
trigger deadly floods, landslides
and displacement, pamcularly in
vulnerable, poorly drained; or
densely populated areas.
According to earlier NDMA
estimates, the death toll stood at
234, while 596 people have been
injured since June 26. According
to the latest figures, “at least 299
people have lost their lives in this
year’s flash floods and torrential
Tains, while another 715 people
were reported injured. Out of the

total death toll — 140 were chil- | ©

dren, 102 men and 57 women,” the
report said. Out of the 715 injured,
239 were children, 204 were
women, while 272 were men, it
added. Detailing the damage to
public property sustained during
the rains and floods triggered by
heavy rain, the report estimated
that a total of 1676 houses were
damaged, out of which 562 homes
were destroyed completely.

ind 428 livestock were
lost during the rains, the report

said. Since June 26, NDMA has | ¢

rescued and evacualed 2,880
people from impacted regions.

Preliminary Test (MPT) will be
made on August 10, 2025, while
the application window for the
‘will remain open from Au-

gust 11 to August 23, 2025,
Candidates who qualify the

Aﬁk

Quetta: Crackdown on Undocumented Afghan Refugees

MPT will be eligible to apply for
the written CSS examination, with
applications to be submitted be-
tween December 15 and Decem-
ber 30,2025,

The written examination is
scheduled to commence on Feb-
ruary 4, 2026, according to the
FPSC schedule.

This development follows a
significant policy shift by the Na-
tional Assembly, which recently
approved an increase in the maxi-
‘mum age limit from 30 to 35 years
and allowed an additional exam
attempt, starting from CSS 2026.
The move is intended to make the
competitive exam more accessible,

particularly for those who join the
workforce later or require more
preparation time.

The CSS exam remains a cru-
cial gateway to Pakistan’s premier
federal services, offering posi-
tions in key government sectors
including the Pakistan Adminis-
trative Service (PAS), Foreign Ser-
vice, Police, Customs, and Inland
Revenue.

The revised eligibility crite-
ria are expected to attract a
broader pool of candidates from
diverse educational and profes-
sional backgrounds, aligning with
the government’s goal of inclu-
sive civil service recruitment.

Intensifies as Grace Period Ends

Manan Mandokhail:
QUETTA: The Government of
Pakistan has accelerated the re-
patriation process of undocu-
mented Afghan refugees, with
Balochistan authorities reporting
the deportation of 431 individu-
als in a single day.

According to Quetta Deputy
Commissioner Meherullah Badini,
the grace period previously
granted to holders of Afghan Citi-
zen Cards (ACC) and Proof of
Registration (PoR) cards has now
officially ended.

s a result, authorities have
launched a phased crackdown
against those staying illegally in
the country.

DC Badini told Quetta Voice
that 67 Afghan nationals were de-
tained on the previous day, while

another 200 were taken into cus- |

tody today. He confirmed that le-
gal procedures for their deporta-
tion are currently underway.

d arrest

of undocumented refugees will
continue in phases,” he said, add-
ing that the district admini

ing in clo i

sure that the process remains

within legal bounds.
While the

and security agencies are work-

government’s commitment to a

humane policy, Bad
thatillegal residence will no longer
be tolerated.

The ongoing operation
comes amid growing public and

political pressure to regulate un-
documented populations, particu-
larly in border provinces like
Balochistan, where the burden on
public services has intensified.

Major Land Scam
Uncovered in Balochistan:
Over 11,000 Acres of State

Land Illegally Allotted

Staff Reporter:
QUETTA - The National Ac-

countability Bureau (NAB)
Balochistan has uncovered a
massive land scandal involving
over 11,000 acres of prime
government land in Quetta and
Hub districts. The investigation
has exposed a deep-rooted
nexus between influential land
mafias, senior officials of the
Board of Revenue, and certain
politically connected individu-
als.

Sources familiar with the
inquiry report that large
swathes of state-owned land
were unlawfully allotted using
forged documents and tam-
pered records, allowing select
individuals to acquire valuable
property under the radar.
This isn’t the first time
such practices have come to

light. During a previous care-
taker provincial administration,
then Revenue Minister Amjad
Rashid revealed a similar case
involving the illegal allotment of
5,000 hectares. He had vowed
to hold those responsible ac-
countable, but no significant
progress was made at the time.
The fresh revelations have
sparked public outrage, par-
ticularly in a province where
access to land and resources
remains politically sensitive.

Activists are now urging
federal and provincial authori-
ties to take swift action, re-
claim the stolen land, and pros-
ecute those involved.

The NAB investigation is
still ongoing, and more names
from within official depart-
ments are expected to surface
as the inquiry expands.

Quetta Couple Seeks Protection

After Court Marriage Amid
Honor-Based Threats

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA - A young couple
from Mastung, Balochistan,
has appealed to authorities for
protection, citing threats to their
lives following their court mar-
riage.
Nisar Ahmed and Amna Bibi,
who tied the knot on July 30 in
a Quetta court, held a press
conference at the Quetta Press
Club to raise alarm over the
threats and harassment they
are facing from the bride’s
family.

e

According to Nisar, the
couple is being targeted after
choosing to marry without fam-
ily approval.

He claimed that Amna’s
father, Qadir Bakhsh Shalani,
along with other relatives, has
filed a kidnapping case against

| him and has been issuing death

threats over the phone.
“My in-laws are threaten-
ing us with serious conse-

quences.
If anything happens to us,
Qadir Bakhsh Shalani will be

responsible,”

Nisar told reporters, urg-
ing the government and law
enforcement agencies to inter-
vene and ensure their safety.

This press conference
comes in the wake of a deeply
troubling incident in the same
region, where a man and
woman were brutally mur-
dered in the name of honor.
The couple’s plea highlights the
continuing danger faced by in-
dividuals who exercise their
legal and constitutional right to

)

marry by choice in areas where
such actions can provoke
deadly retaliation.

The couple stressed their
desire to live peacefully and
demanded legal protection so
they can begin their married life
without fear.

Human rights activists
have called for swift action,
warning that the growing num-
ber of honor-based threats and
killings signals a need for ur-
gent legal enforcement and
awareness in Balochistan.

Balochistan’s

Rs250 Billion

Federal Allocation Must Drive Inclusive,
Transparent Infrastructure Development

Continued to page 2

Pakistan inducts state-of-the-art
Z-10ME attack helicopters
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Modi Govt dream of getting
Pakistan back on FATF grey-list never to
be realized: Saif
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Balochistan’s Rs250 Billion
Federal Allocation Must Drive
Inclusive, Transparent
Infrastructure Development

Editorial:
The federal government’s allocation of Rs250 billion for Ba]ochman in the
upcoming Public Sector D Programme (PSDP) is tep

that, if properly implemented, can transform the province’s economic future.
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s announcement at the Balochistan Grand Tribal
Jirga in Quetta reflects a welcome shift toward prioritizing infrastructure in-
vestment, s pment, and regional in a prov-
ince often overlooked.

However, we emphasize that this federal funding must be utilized for high-
lmpacl long term infrastructure projects — not short-term political schemes

initiatives. requires mega projects
{hat fceler job creation, enhance public health systems, modernize education
infrastructure, and dcvclop transportation networks to uplift the Human De-
velopment Index (HDI) of the province.

For maximum return on investment and to ensure value for taxpayer money,
funds must be directed toward projects like the dualization of the Quetta-
Karachi Highway, smart road infrastructure, clean drinking water systems,
renewable energy integration, and digital education access. These projects
not only promote regional growth but also boost national economic indicators
and reduce rural-urban disparities.

From a public finance and fiscal policy standpoint, transparency and

Israel and Iran Conflict and Its Impact on Middle East Stability

Syed Muhammad Waseel

Isme] and Iran are ex-

changing deadly attacks.
Israeli strikes have hit
homes, hospitals, and aid
workers in Tehran. Iran
responded with missile
and drone attacks on cit-
ies like Tel Aviv and
Haifa. Many civilians
have bccn killed or in-
jured on both sides.

The conflict is draw-
ing global attention.
President Trump left the
G7 early due to the cri-
sis. UK leaders warn
against military action
without approval. Ten-
sions are rising, and the
risk of a wider war is
growing. Global powers
are urging both sides to
de-escalate.

The violence is
shaking the region’s sta-
bility. Political alliances
are shifting, economies
are under pressure, and
millions fear what comes
next. Behind the strikes
and statements lies a
decper struggle for mili-

accountability mechanisms must be enforced. We urge the
establish an independent monitoring authority to ensure that every rupcc is
spent efficiently. Government transparency, financial accountability, and pub-
lic-private partnerships should guide the |mplemema|mn process to avoid
corruption and misuse of development

This is not just an economic opponunny ‘it is a national security impera-
tive. Without addressing the root causes of underdevelopment — poverty,
unemployment, and lack of education — extremism, insurgency, and foreign-
sponsored sabotage will continue to find fertile ground. National security,
economic resilience, and social cohesion are directly tied to how well we in-

vest in the country’s largest and most resource-rich province.
s a platform committed to investigative journalism, public interest re-
porting, and development policy, we insist that there be no individual projects,

no ghost schemes, and no p

motivated

tary power,
between Iran and Israel.
From the origins of their
rivalry to current military
actions, regional fallout,
and global reactions, this
article breaks down what
you need to know.
Historical

Background
The Iran-Israel con-
flict history began inten-

Only inclusive

economic developrment, guided by data~driven planning and evidence-based
policy, can deliver the sustainable growth Balochistan needs.

This is a defining moment. The Rs250 billion fund should not be another
‘missed opportunity. It must become the foundation for a new era of economic
empowerment, smart city development, and infrastructure modernization in
Balochistan. This will not only enhance the province’s GDP contribution, but

also attract foreign direct i

., boost

logistics, and

gafter the 1979 Ira-
nian Revolution, which
transformed Iran from a
close ally of Israel into
one of its fiercest oppo-
nents. Iran’s support for
armed ~groups like

reduce the digital and physical divide that isolates communities.
We call o the fderaland provincial governments o actdecisively. nclu-
bou i

sively, and

The peaple of Bulochistan deserve no less.

2, not narrow interests.

Starting a Small Business in
Balochistan: Funding & Growth Tips

Starting a small busi-
ness in Balochistan is
one of the most prom-
ising ways to generate
income, create jobs,
and uplift the local
economy. With govern-
ment-backed business
loans, startup grants,
and low-cost business
ideas, Balochistan of-
fers untapped opportu-
nities for entrepre-
neurs. This guide ex-
plains step-by-step
how to register, fund,
and grow your business
in the region.

Why Start a Small
Business in
Balochistan?

Balochistan has
emerging markets, low
competition, and a ris-
ing demand for basic
and digital services. En-
trepreneurs can benefit
from:

Low initial invest-
ment requirements

Government in-
centives and grants for
startups

High demand for
localized services and
products

Tax reliefand SME
support schemes

Step-by-Step
Guide to Launching a
Business in Balochistan

1. Choose a High-
Profit Business Idea

Select a profitable
business in Balochistan
based on local market
needs. Top ideas with
high CPC potential:

Solar energy in-
stallation business

Organic farming
or livestock trading

Handicrafts export
via e-commerce

Freight, delivery,
and logistics services

Freelance digital
services (graphic de-
sign, SEO, content
writing)

These are low-risk
and high-demand ven-
tures suitable for the re-
gion.

2. Register Your
Business Legally

To apply for busi-
ness loans and govern-
ment grants, you need
to legalize your startup:

Register with SECP
or local Chamber of
Commerce

Apply for an NTN
(National Tax Number)
viaFBR

Set up a business

bank account
Ensure compli-
ance with local busi-
ness laws
T

se the SECP
eServices Portal for
quick online registra-
tion.

3. Apply for Small
Business Grants in Pa-
kistan (2025 Update)

Looking for free
money to start a busi-
ness in Balochistan?
These grant programs
can help:

SMEDA Small
Business Grants

The Small and Me-
dium Enterprises De-
velopment Authority
(SMEDA) offers:

Capacity-building
programs

Matching grants
for business improve-
ment

Free feasibility
studies and training

ios it
www.smeda.org

Kamyab Jawan
Youth Entrepreneur-
ship Scheme (YES
Loan 2025)

Loans up to PKR
5 million

No interest (Tier-

Priority for
Balochistan youth and
women

Apply now:
yes kamyabjawan. govpk

4. Access Small
Business Loans in
Balochistan

Akhuwat Islamic
Microfinance

Interest-free loans
(Qarz-e-Hasna)

Targeted at low-
income and women
entrepreneurs

National Bank of
Pakistan (NBP)— SME
Finance

Loan range: PKR
100,000 - 5 million

Grace period and
flexible repayment
terms For registered
startups in rural and
urban areas

Balochistan Rural
Support  Program
(BRSP) Community-
led loan schemes

Enterprise devel-
opment training

Ideal for agri-busi-
nesses and home-
based work

Growth Strategies
to Scale Your Startup
in Balochistan

1. Digital Market-

ing for Local Busi-
nesses

Use local SEO
techniques and social
media platforms to get
visibility:

Create a Google
My Business listing

Use Facebook Ads
with geo-targeting

Promote on
WhatsApp Business
and TikTok

2. Join Business
Networks

Balochistan Cham-
ber of Commerce & In-
dustry (BCCI)

Women Business
Development Center
(WBDC Quetta)

Trade shows and
local SME expos

3. Reinvest Profits
Wisely

Buy inventory in

k

Invest in customer
service and staff train-
ing

Explore B2B sales
within Pakistan and
abroad

Most Searched
Questions (FAQs)

Can I get a govern-
ment grant to start a
business in Balochistan?

Yes. Programs like
SMEDA and Kamyab
Jawan offer grants and
interest-free loans to
qualified individuals,
especially youth and
women entrepreneurs.

What is the easiest
business to start in
Quetta?

Low-investment
options include
freelancing, handi-
crafts, mobile accesso-
ries, and home-based
catering.

Is registration re-
quired for small busi-
nesses?

Yes. Legal registra-
tion opens access to
government loans,
grants, and tax incen-
tives.

Final Thoughts

With the right
knowledge, funding,
and execution, starting
a business in
Balochistan can be both
impactful and profit-
able. By leveraging
SME grants, low-inter-
est loans, and digital
tools, you can build a
sustainable business
that contributes to your
community and secures
your future.

Hezbollah and Hamas,
along with Israel’s tar-
geted assassinations
and airstrikes, deepened
the divide.

The October 7
Hamas attack  and
Israel’s  retaliation

marked a sharp escala-
tion, pushing the conflict
into more direct and dan-
gerous territory.

Over the years, the
tensions have played out
through a timeline of
provocative events.
Iran’s controversial
nuclear program has
drawn repeated warn-
ings and attacks from Is-
rael. Both nations have
launched cyberattacks
against each other, with

incidents like the Stuxnet
virus and strikes on
nuclear sites. Proxy wars
have continued across
Lebanon, Syria, and
Gaza, keeping the region
in a constant state of
unrest.

External powers
have also shaped the
conflict’s course. The
U.S. strongly supports
Israel with military aid
and intelligence, while
Iran receives political
backing from Russia and
economic support from
China. These global ties
have made the situation
‘more complex, raising the
stakes and limiting dip-
lomatic solutions.

Current State

of the Conflict

The conflict be-
tween Israel and Iran is
intensifying, with Israel
intercepting 30 drones
and multiple ballistic
missiles from Iran.
Israel’s airstrikes tar-
geted missile storage
and launch sites, while
also killing Iranian chief
of staffAli Shadmani.

Iran retaliated with
missile strikes on Israel,
causingdamage in
places like Herzliya,
though no injuries were
reported.

‘The conflict has led
to at least 224 Iranian
and 24 Isracli casualties,
with countries like India
and Pakistan evacuating
their citizens from
Tehran.

Israel’s attacks have
disrupted Iranian energy
infrastructure, including
the South Pars gas field.
The violence has
strengthened support for
Iran’s hardliners, with
global concerns rising
over the ongoing con-
flict.

Israel and Iran Con-
flict and Its Impact on
Middle East Stability
Impact on Middle

East Stability
Political
Instability

The Israel-Iran con-
flict is deeply affecting
nearby nations. Syria’s
new Sunni-led govern-
ment has moved away
from Iran. It sees Isracl’s
strikes as helpful in re-
ducing Iranian influence.

Iraq is under pressure as

and possible war.
5 s

arow
more  aggressive.

Lebanon’s Hezbollah CONSequences
has lost strength and is The conflict has

avoiding direct involve-
ment, though tensions
remain high.

Jordan and Egypt
are walking a careful Tine.
Jordan fears instability
and has warned against
anyattacks from its terri-
tory. Egypt is worried
about its energy supply
and trade routes like the
Suez Canal. Disruptions
could hurt its economy,
which depends heavily
on imports and stable
fuel access. Both nations
aim to avoid being drawn
into the conflict.

As the war drags on,
regional alliances are
shifting. Syria is moving
closer to the West. Iraq
struggles to balance re-
lations with Iran and the
U.S. Egypt and Jordan are
working to protect their
own security. This con-
flict is not just about two
nations—it’s changing
the political map of the
Middle East.

Security and
Military Impact

The Israel-Iran con-
flict has triggered a re-
gional arms race. Coun-
tries like Saudi Arabia,
UAE, and Egypt are in-
creasing their defense
spending. They want to

upgrade weapons, air
defenses, and mi e
systems. This rise in mili-
tary buildup reflects
growing fears of future
attacks.

The chances of a
wider war are also rising.
Iran’s support for militias
and Israel’s direct strikes
have already pulled
Syria, Iraq, and Lebanon
into tension.

Any miscalculation
or surprise attack could
quickly expand the con-
flict. This creates con-
stant fear across the
Middle East.

To prepare, nations
are strengthening mili-
taryties with global pow-
ers. U.S. bases in Jordan
and Iraq are on high alert.
Atthe same time, Rus
and China are show
more interest in the re-
gion, The Middle East is
turning into a major zone
of power competition

PR BT

sent  shockwaves
through oil markets.
Brent crude spiked by
nearly 7%, reaching
$74.60 per barrel. Inves-
tors fear Iran could close
the Strait of Hormuz a
vital route for global oil.
Any disruption here
could push oil prices
above $100, hurting both
producers and consum-
ers. Trade routes and air-
lines are also affected.
Several carriers sus-
pended flights to Iran,
Irag, and nearby na-
tions. Jordan, Iraq, and
Iran closed their air-
space, halting traffic on
some of the world’s busi-
est air corridors. These
changes hurt tourism
and slow cargo move-
ment across continents.
Conflict-hit coun-
tries like Iran face added
economic _pressure.
Sanctions, rising infla-
tion, and oil infrastruc-
ture damage are worsen-
ing Tehran’s financial
crisis. Iraq and Lebanon
may also suffer due to
economic ties with Iran
and ongoing instability.
Global inflation may rise
if this war continues.
Humanitarian
and Social

pmpaganda are also in-
crea the conflict
cont muc; the social
ric of many Middle Eas
ern countries could un-
ravel even further.

International
Reactions and

Mediation Efforts
The United States
strongly backs Israel and
warns Iran of tougher
retaliation. President
Trump stated that future
strikes could be even
more brutal if Tehran
doesn’t step back.
Meanwhile, the EU and
United Nations have
urged both sides to
show restraint and return
to dialogue to a a
wider war. Russia and
China have taken a dif-
ferent stance. Both na-
tions criticized Israel’s
actions and called for a
peaceful solution. Rus-
sia offered to host peace
talks, while China em-
phasized the need to pro-
tect energy routes and
maintain regional stabil-
ity. Despite rising ten-
sion, diplomatic efforts
are slowly moving. The
UN is considering emer-
gency talks, and some
counme§ are proposing
res| ctions on Iran.
Others are pushing for a
ceasefire and talks to
prevent further blood-
shed and protect civil-
ians on both sides.
1o
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The human toll is
rising fast. Over 220 Ira-
nians, including women
and children, have been
killed. Isracli casualties
are also growing. Mis-
siles and airstrikes are
displacing families, de-
stroying homes, and
leaving civilians trapped
in unsafe areas.

Anger is spreading
across the region. Anti-
Israel protests have
erupted in Iraq, Lebanon,
and Egypt. Al the same
time, anti-Iran sentiment
is growing in countries
like Jordan and Syria.
The conflict is deepen-
ing political divides and
fueling mistrust among
neighboring popula-
tions. This rising hostil-
ity is damaging regional
unity. People are taking
sides based on political
or religious beliefs.
Online hate speech and

The Israel-Iran con-
flict has triggered politi-
cal instability, mulitary
escalation, and eco-

nomic  shockwaves.
Neighboring countries
like Syria, Lebanon, and

Iraq fhce serious risks,
while oil prices and trade
routes are under pres-
sure. Civilian lives have
been lost, and public an-
ger is growing. Global
powers are taking sides,
but some are also push-
ing for peace.

'his conflict is not
just about two nations,
it affects the whole re-
gion and beyond. With
rising deaths and eco-
nomic damage, urgent
diplomacy is needed.
Only strong regional co-
operation and global
mediation can stop the
violence and bring long-
term peace.

Tourism: The Neglected Sector

Muhammad Asghar Harifal:

P

of the countries blessed
with strategic locations
connecting extremely im-
portant geographical re-
gions of Central and
South Asia, Historically
speaking, the dividends
of geography did accrue
and they included the
fortification of security
by enlarging the security
apparatus with the help
of western powers and
economic progress of a
few decades, albeit
ephemeral in nature. The
country was the cyno-
sure of Western atten-
tion from its origin
thanks to its location. In
the decades of the six-
ties, eighties and, later
during the period of the
so-called war against ter-
rorism, Pakistan played a
crucial role owing to its
location. The security
compulsions ofthe west-
em countries, led by
America, turned out to be
aligned with Pakistan’s
security concerns in the
region, leading to trusted
relations of cooperation.
Pakistan’s pre-
dominant tradi-
tional security
predilection has
seriously come
under strain
Pakistan is again the
hub of changes but, this
time, not as the tradi-
tional fire-arm battle-
ground, but challenged
by growing economies
and information technol-
ogy bewildering ad-
vancement, defining
states” power. With the
end of |he laql afghan
war the
ncxghbourhood and seis
mic political changes at
the world chessboard,
metamorphosing the

istan is cited as one

world from a unipolar to
a multipolar world,
Pakistan’s predominant
traditional security pre-
dilection has seriously
come under strain. More
distinctly, one of
Pakistan’s neighbours
and most trusted ally
has turned into the sec-
ond most robust
cconomy of the world
challenging the tradi-
tional sole power of the
world. While another
neighbour, although not
friendly, is shaping itsel
into orie of the ‘top five
world economies. A
country’s power is now
measured with different
yardsticks; compelling
the internal power re-
positories to share the
power cake with institu-
tions having responsi-
bilities of economic de-
velopment and informa-
tion technology promo-
tion. These two sectors
are purported to lead all
others towards the pros-
perity of the country.
Pakistan has
once been a

hub of tourists
Pakistan, a forex-
starved country, can use
tourism as one of the in-
struments for rejuvenat-
ing the economy and
building an image of a
progressive country.
Tourism is one of the sec-
tors that will define the
country’s image, and it
serves as a barometer for
all other fields underpin-
ning the progress of the
country. The flip side of
tourism is that it is too
timid to lead; it shows in
the last when all other
sectors have reassured
their performance. Tour-
ism flourishes when the
institutions are less in
terfering in people’s
lives and efficient
enough, while the soci-

ety is tolerant of faiths,
living styles, dress codes
and values of others. Pa-
kistan, undoubtedly, has
drifted apart and, for
now, is not in that posi-
tion neither in terms of
society or institutions.
The encouraging aspect,
however, is that improve-
ment in the former helps
the latter fall in place lead-
ing to change. The ray of
hope is that Pakistan has
once been a hub of tour-
ists and recourse to the
same course
from an imp
Balochistan is 43%
of Pakistan and its tour-
ism promotion will have
an incredible impact on
the country’s image, at-
tracting visitors from all
over the world. Not only
that Balochistan has a
bigger landmass, but it is
alsobadly affected by the
war in Afghanistan and
political alienation is
manifest from the unrest
of the last several de-
cades. Pakistan’s tourism
revival strategy must not
only begin from
Balochistan, the re-
source allocation for
tourism must have this
province as a priority,
with the share equal to
ize. Tourism promo-
tion is not only vital for
wider national develop-
ment, the spectre of ter-
rorism purveying the
whole province, in par-
ticular in the coastal tour-
ism potential region, can
be tackled with the help
of tourism promotion.

Diversity in
Balochistan’s

tourism

Balochistan tourism
is characterised by diver-
sity in the fields of tour-
m. It has a landscape,
incorporating all the in-
dividual distinctions, all
other provinces pride in.

Balochistan has
ecotourism potential
having high mountains
of Sulaiman with Takhtte
Sulaiman peak, Kirthar,
Zarghon, Toba Kakan
and several others.
has vast deserts of Jhnl
Magsi and Kharan.
Bdluthlblan contiguous
countries have utilized
deserts for tourism at-
traction by providing
and desert
es. The
si jeep rallyis a
thrilling event, albeit cir-
cumscribed to a few sci-
ons of the affluent class,
as the poor can neither
afford to participate in it
nor have developed the
attraction for it. With
economic activities be-
ing generated, the com-
position and frequency
of these unique sports
can change.
Countries  like
Egypt, Israel, India and
China have utilized cul-
tural heritage to attract
tourists generating size-
able forex. Balochistan
has Mehargarh, older
than all other archaco-
logical sites of Pakistan.
The site utilization for
tourism purposes will
attract visitors from Eu-
rope and neighbouring
countries. The site de-
velopment is undertaken
by the government of
Balochistan and, hope-
fully, will contribute to
the “economic develop-
‘ment of the province.
Sindh is known for
the tourism potential of
the coast, with 220 km
coast dwarfs before the
770 km coast of
Balochistan.
Balochistan coast has
not only the potential to
become the hub of eco-
nomic activities, but it
can also turn into a
Dubai for tourists for its
clean beaches, sparse

population and ex-
tremely pleasant weather
in winter. Water sports
like jet skiing,
parasailing, kayaking/
canoeing and skiing are
some of them attracting
economic activities, un-
paralleled in any part of
Pakistan. Cruise travel
along with the hotel and
restaurant industry will
flourish contributing to
job opportunities and
leading to the alleviation
of violence-prone ten-
dencies in the area. The
European and other cold
areas tourists will find
another avenue for win-
ter tourism.

Cultural potential
utilization experience by
India, China and Japan
can be replicated in
Balochistan.
Balochistan’s pristine,
unstinted cultural dives
sity in the form of cul-
tural treasures of the
coastal area, influenced
by Africa across; the
central Brahvi region;
the Naseerabad basin;
North Balochistan and
the eastern tribal strip are
huge sources of cultural
tourism. The Shela Bagh
Khojak tunnel in the mir-
ror of history

Balochistan’s
Hindu religious site of
Hinglaj has huge poten-
tial to attract Hindu pil-
grims from India. The re-
cent unconfirmed re-
ports of Indian Premier,

r Narender Modi
planned visit, in the af-
termath of a purported
thaw in relations, under-
line the religious tourism
opportunities in the
province utilizing Hinglaj
temple. The Balochistan
tourism sector is marred
by the same malaises
characterising Pakistan’s
tourism blight but with
more intensity and fre-
quency.
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Apple iPhone 17 Expected to Launch in
September 2025 — Price, Features, and What
Pakistani Buyers Need to Know

ISLAMABAD (TECH
DESK) — Apple is gear-
ing up to unveil the
much-anticipated
iPhone 17 series, with an
expected global launch
date in September 2025,
industry insiders report.
The new flagship
smartphones are ex-
pected to bring major
design changes, up-
raded cameras, and the
next-gen A19 Bionic
chip — and Pakistani
Apple fans are already
bracing for the impact.
IPhone 17 Price in
Pakistan: What to Ex-

ct

While the official
pricing is yet to be con-
firmed, sources suggest
that the iPhone 17 base
model could start at
$899, translating lu ap-
proximately KR
265,000-280, 000 de-
pending on the dollar

120Hz ProMotion
Display: Smoother scroll-
ing and better gaming

When Will It Be
Available in Pakistan?
Apple traditionally

Smartphone Market
pple’s share in
Pakistan’s smartphone

rate and import duties. performance rolls out its iPhones glo-  sector is small but grow-
The iPhone 17 Pro Max, Slimmer Design & bally a few weeks after ing, particularly among
expected to include ad-  Titanium Build: Premium  launch. In Pakistan, offi- high-income users and

cial distributors and
online platforms like
Tejar.pk, AlfaMall, and
Apple Premium
Resellers are expected to
offer the iPhone 17 by
late September or early
October 2025. Pre-orders
‘may begin soon after the
global keynote.

‘Why It Matters for
Pakistan’s Premium

feel with enhanced dura-
bility Improved Battery
Life: Designed to last all
day under high usage

i0S 19: Likelyto in-
troduce Al features and
asmarter Siri

The iPhone 17 will
likely be available in four
models: iPhone 17, 17
Plus, 17 Pro, and 17 Pro
Max.

vanced Al camera capa-
bilities and a longer bat-
tery life, mayreach PKR
400,000 or more inthe lo-
cal market.

Features That Will
Dcfnc Apple’s Next

tech professionals. With
improved access to EMI
plans, banking apps, and
PTA registration, more
users in Pakistan are will-
ing to invest in flagship
devices. The launch of
iPhone 17 is expected to
further boost demand in
‘major cities like Karachi,
Lahore, Islamabad, and
Quetta.

“PA19 Bionic Chip:
Faster, cooler, and more
power-cfficient than
ever before

Another stro.ng quake strikes Russia’s Kuril
Islands with 7.0 magnitude

MOSCOW (INP): A Kamchatka region as a depth of 19 kilometres. processes,” a Russian
powerful earthquake precautionary measure. In response, the Pacific geophysicist told local
with a preliminary mag-  Authorities did not re- Tsunami Warning Cen- media.

ter issued immediate
alerts, warning that haz-
ardous waves could
reach up to a metre in
height.

Authorities  on
Sakhalin Island, located
southwest of the
epicentre, initiated
evacuation measures as
a precaution. Governor
Valery Limarenko con-
firmed that residents
were moved to higher
ground amid fears of
potential sea surges.

The Japanese Me-
teorological Agencyand
the U.S. National
‘Weather Service also is-
sued tsunami advisories,
covering areas such as
Alaska’s Aleutian Is-
lands, parts of California,
Oregon, and Washing:
ton.

nitude of 7.0 struck
Russia’s far eastern
Kuril Islands on Sunda;
days after a major sei
mic event rattled the
nearby Kamchatka Pen-
insula, prompting tsu-
nami concerns across
the Pacific. The latest
tremor was recorded at
adepth of 10 kilometres,
according to the German
Rescarch Centre for
Geosciences (GFZ),
which initially measured
the quake at 6.35 magni-
tude before revising it.

The United States
Geological ~ Survey
(USGS) later confirmed
the earthquake at mag-
nitude 7.0.

The Pacific Tsu-

ia.
Though the latest
tremor did not resultin a
tsunami, experts have
warned residents and
coastal authorities to re-
main alert for aftershocl
or further seismic activ-
ity in the coming days.
The Russian E
gency Situations Mini
try has dispatched as-
sessment teams to remote
villages on the Kuril Is-
lands to evaluate any
possible damage or dis-
ruption to infrastructure.
The Kuril Islands
have long been prone to
seismic events due to the
subduction of the Pacific
Plate beneath the
Okhotsk Plate. The area
remains sparsely popu-
lated, though it holds
strategic military and

port any casualties or
significant damage from
the latest quake as of the
filing of this report.

The Kuril Islands, a
volcanic archipelago
stretching from Japan’s
Hokkaido to Russia’s
Kamchatka Peninsula, lie
‘within the Pacific Ring of
Fire —an area known for
frequent earthquakes
and volcanic activity.

The seismic event
comes shortly after a
devastating 8.0-magni-
tude earthquake struck
off the Kamchatka coast
late Wednesday. That
quake, one of the stron-
gest in the region’s re-
cent history, prompted
widespread tsunami ad-
nami Warning Center visories across the Pa-

cific basin, including

said there was no tsu-
parts of the U.S. West

L " F
KARACHI: Former Senate Chairman Sadiq Sanjrani is offering condolences and Fateha to former|
[Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Naseer Mengal on the death of his son.

Villages in Jhang flooded again as River
Chenab bursts its banks

JHANG (INP): Low- morrow after the Nankana, Chiniot, The DG has di-
lying areas in Jhang merger of a westerly Faisalabad and rected the Civil De-
were flooded for the wave. Okara. fence, Rescue 1122 and

He further said
that on August 6,
showers were likely
to lash Dera Ghazi
Khan, Bhakar,
Bahawalpur,
Khanewal, Vehari,

second time after the
River Chenab burst its
banks.

The water level at
Trimmu Barrage has
been recorded at
80,000 cusecs.

concerned depart-
ments to complete their
arrangements to deal
with any emergency.
Kathia has also di-
rected that staff at all
emergency control

Under the impact
of the system, flash
flooding is also feared
in nullahs and streams
originating from the big
rivers of the province
while landslides in

On the other Murree and Galyat. Lodhran and rooms must remain on
hand, flash flooding is The Authority Rajanpur. their toes.
feared in Murree, spokesman said that On the other He has also ap-

Galyat, Rawalpindi
and north-eastern
Punjab as the sixth

hand, alerting com-
missioners and deputy
ners of the

pealed to the masses to
remain careful, avoid
going near the crum-

from August 4 to Au-
gust 7, rains were ex-
pected in Murree,

monsoonspell willlash  Galyat, Rawalpindi, province, PDMADG bling structures and
Punjab tomorrow Attock, Jhelum, Irfan Ali Kathia has electricity poles.
(August 4) and will Chakwal, Mandi said that urban flood- The DG has urged
continue to produce Bahauddm Gujrat, ing is feared in people, including tour-
rains until August 7. Gujranwala, Lahore, ists, to avoid travelling
According to the Hafizabad, thon, Rawalpindi, unnecessarily. “Do not
spokesman for the Sheikhupura, Sialkot, Gujranwala  and cross swollen streams
Provincial Disaster Narowal, Jhang, Sialkot. “Similarly, and nullahs,” he has
Management Author- Sahiwal, Toba Tek flash flooding is said, adding, “In case
ity (PDMA), the sys- Singh, Khushab, feared in nullahs and of an emergency, dial
tem will intensify to- Sargodha, Mianwali, streams.” helpline number 1129.”

Pakistan inducts state-of-the-art Z-10ME
attack helicopters

vanced radar systems forcing its integrated
and cutting-edge elec- battlefield response
tronic warfare suites, and capacity to de-
the Z-10ME signifi- liver decisive effects
cantly enhances the against potential ad-
Army's capability to versaries,” read the
engage diverse aerial press release issued
and ground threats," the by the ISPR.

military's media wing Interacting with
added. During his visit, troops, the army chief
the army chiefalso wit- lauded their excep-
nessed a firepower tional morale, profes-
demonstration by the sionalism, and combat
newly inducted Z- proficiency. He ap-
10ME helicopters at preciated the suc-
the Muzaffargarh Field cessful demonstration
Firing Ranges. of combined arms

RAWALPINDI, Aug
02 (INP): Chicf of
Army Staff (COAS)
Field Marshal Asim
Munir presided over
the induction cer-
emony of the state-of-
the-art Z-10ME at-
tack helicopter into
Pakistan Army Avia-
tion during a visit to
the Multan Garrison,
the Inter-Services
Public  Relations
(ISPR) said in a state-
ment on Saturday.
This state-of-the-

Furthermore, Field
Marshal Munir was
also briefed on the
formation’s operational
preparedness and on-
going training activities,
where he expressed
satisfaction over the
high standards of readi-
ness. The COAS en-
gaged with members of
academia and civil so-
ciety in an interactive
session, where he un-
derscored the signifi-
cance of national unity,
civil-military synergy,

nami threat following the

quake, calming fears of ~Coast, Japan, and the Ha-

a repeat of the carlier waiian Islands.

episode that triggered The USGS said the

mass evacuations. earlier quake was cen-
However, Russian tered about 136

news agencies reported  kilometres from

that a tsunami warning Petropaviovsk-

was temporarily issued Kamchatsky, the capital

in three districts of the of Kamchatka Krai, at a

for Russia.

The recent increase
in seismic activity has
once again raised discus-
sions on regional pre-
paredness, with calls for
improved early-warning
systems and greater pub-
lic awareness.

Seismologists say
that the back-to-back
quakes are not unusual
for the region. “This area
is among the most active
zones of tectonic move-
ment, and such events,
while alarming, are part
of ongoing geological

Scope of Pak-China media cooperation
wider: Report

along with culture.

1956, the Pa-
kistani film industry was
trying to stand on
own feet.

There is no other
opinion that films/dra-
mas/TV channels are
such mediums that not
only unite the cultures of
countries and bring their
people closer, but are
also a great source of
business.

However, when the
film "Baaghi" was re-
son, there are only 150 leased in Pakistan in
cinemas in Pakistan. If 1956, in order to make it
Pakistani films are successful and
screened on just two strengthen new business
percent of Chinese cin- and cultural ties, steps
ema screens, it becomes  were taken to release the
two thousand screens, filmin China as well, and
which can become a they were successful,
huge business activity and the film was even

3

collaborated in the media
sector, it has been a huge
suceess.

The release of
Baaghi in China is not the
only event. After that,
when the film "Mera naam
he mohabbat" was re-
leased in China in 1981,
this film set new stan-
dards of success and re-
mained in Chinese cin-
emas for years.

Another  special
thing about this film w:
that it was the highes
grossing foreign film re-
leased in China in 1981

Itsold 60 million ti
ets and during that time
it did a business of 7.1
‘million dollars. Ifwe esti-
mate this amount in
today's terms, where will
this money go?

awarded an award in
China.
All this comes to
‘mind because just a few
ays ago, a delegation
from the Chinese em-
bassy visited the head
quarters of Pakistan's
state-run channel PTV.
and discussed ways to
increase the possibilities
of greater cooperation
between the two coun-
tries in this media field.
It is interesting to
know that a current af-
fairs program called
China Express is cur-
rently being presented
on PTV in collaboration
with China's state-run
channel CGTN and PTV.
Our past is a wit-
ness that whenever Pa-
kistan and China have

ISLAMABAD, Aug 03
(INP): There is a lot of
scope for cooperation
between Pakistan and
China in the media sec-
tor, particularly in films'
production and their
screening in cinema
Houses, says @ report
carried by China Eco-
nomic Net on Sunday.
It present, there are
more than 13,000 cin-
emas in China, while the
number of screens
over 90,000. In compari

[KARACHI: Awomen's blkl: rxlly
tion with y and Mark

ganized by the Dep
Haq (Battle of Truth)

11 th

and a whole-of-nation
approach in countering
hybrid threats and fos-
tering societal cohe-

art, plat-
form s capable of pre-
cision strike opera-
tions day and night.
Equipped with ad-

"The induction of tactics, reflecting the
this potent system Army's firm resolve
marks a major leap in to maintain a decisive
the modernization of edge in the evolving
Army Aviation, rein- character of warfare.

Quaid e Azam Housein

Chma unveils an Action Plan to strengthen
Global Early Warning Systems

SHANGHAI (INP): Economic Net re- Through the MAZU grams, scholarship op-
In line with the ported. Embodyingthe partnership, CMA is portunities,and visiting
United Nations” (UN)  principles of Multi-haz- committedto bridging scholar exchanges,
Early Warnings for Al ard Alert, Zero-gap critical gaps in early CMA  works  to
(EW4ALI) initiative, Coverage, and Univer- warning capabilities strengthen early warn-
the China Meteoro- sal, MAZU’s mission and jointlyaddressing ing capabilities, foster
logical Administration includes providingtech- escalating climate cross-border knowl-
(CMA) has launched nical support for carly challenges. edge sharing and inno-
MAZU, aJoint Action warnings, enhancing “The Ethiopian vation, and support de-
for EarlyWarnings for capacity building, im- Meteorological Insti- veloping countries in
All to build a global proving risk identifica- tute (EMI) and CMA ~cultivating local profes-
Early Warning Ser- tion and assessment have carried out fruit- sionals. CMA also
vice Network. systems, and develop- ful  cooperation. shares China’s prac-
CMA will also ing effective coopera- Through the joint de- tices in disaster risk
share practical expe- tion mechanisms and velopment of early surveys and assess-
rience and technologi- models. warning systems, we ments, helping coun-
cal achievements with “Ensuring univer- have enhanced our tries establish a scien-
international partners. sal access to meteoro- capabilities in disaster tific foundation for risk-
In recent years, logical early warning prevention and miti- informed decision-mak-
CMA has jointly de- systems is not only a gation, as well as in ing. “I hope we can
veloped cloud-based shared vision of the glo-  supporting economic continue to deepen co-
carly warning systems  bal community, butalso and social develop- operation in supporting
with the meteorologi- animportantmissionof ment,” said Mr. the EW4Allinitiative,”
cal departments of China's meteorological Fetene Teshome, Di- said Mr. David Hiba,
Pakistan, Ethiopia, the departments,” said Dr. rector of EML Director-General of the
Solomon Islands, and CHEN Zhenlin, Ad- Through interna- Solomon Islands Me-
other countries, China ministrator of CMA. tional training pro- teorological Service.
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Pakistan, Iran set $8bn annual trade target
amid growing border cooperation

ISLAMABAD (INP): Paki-
stan and Iran have agreed to
enhance bilateral trade to $8
billion annually, following high-
level talks between Pakistan’s
Minister for Commerce Jam
Kamal Khan and Iranian Min-
ister Mohammad Atabak.
During the meeting, both
sides emphasized the urgency
of accelerating economic ties,
especially given the geographic
proximity between the two
nelghbormg countries.

"It’s time to turn geo-
graphic closeness into eco-
nomic benefit," said Jam
Kamal, stressing the need for
fast-paced progress in trade

cooperatiol

The ministers agreed to
boost border cooperation and

speed up the next ion of
the Joint Economic Commis-
sion, fostering confidence
among traders on both sides.

“Trade is not just busi-
ness—it’s a symbol of people-
to-people connection,”
Jam Kamal, while the Iranian
minister highlighted the “posi-
tive trust” between traders.

Both sides stressed the vi-
tal role of regional trade, un-
derscoring thatneighbourly re-
lations must be translated into
economic collaboratior

Trade corridor optimisation
and border infrastructure im-
provement, exchange of trade
delegations, boosting
Pakistan’s exports to Iran, co-
operation in agriculture, ]ive-
stock, energy, and logistics,

plans to promote Pakistani IT
and professional services in
Iran, and strengthening of his-
torical, cultural, and linguistic
ties between the people of both
nations

Describing the bilateral

relationship as “fraternal and
deeply rooted”, both ministers
emphasised that closer trade
cooperation would further
strengthen regional peace and
stability.
“Pakistan and Iran’s
friendship is a manifestation of
trade, culture, and brother-
hood,” said Jam Kamal.

The meeting signals a new
cra of regional economic inte-
gration, with the potential for
expanding Pakistan-Iran coop-
cration across mu]uplc sectors.

[ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Commerce Jam Kﬂmﬂ] Khxn and Iranian Minister for Indus!ry,

[Mines and Trade Mohammad Atabak during a high-level mecting, both sides

ISLAMABAD: Prime Mlnlster Muhammnd Shehbaz Shnrlf addresses a joint press Stakeout.

CDA chief seeks international donors to help
improve water supply infrastructure

ISLAMABAD (INP): Chairman of
Capital Development Authority
(CDA) Muhammad Ali Randhawa
has urged the department to seek
international donor assistance for
both technical and financial sup-
port to formulate a long-term wa-
ter supply strategy and implemen-
tation plan.

“Water supply for the citizens
of Islamabad is at the heart of our
development agenda,” said
Randhawa while presiding over a
meeting.

“We are moving swiftly to
implement both short- and long-
term measures to ensure that ev-
ery houschold has access to
cléan, uni water.”

[to deepening trade, boosting border cooperation and fostering regional economic integration. |

PTI slams Punjab govt over assembly
chaos, vows to fight

LAHORE (INP): In a fiery
joint press conference at the
Islamabad Press Club, PTI
Secretary General Salman
Akram Raja, Opposition
Leader in Punjab Assembly
Malik Ahmed Khan Bhachar,
and senior party leader Latif
Khosa lashed out at the Punjab

government over the sus-
pension of 26 PTI lawmakers
and what they called a system-
atic crackdown on democracy
and dissent.

Malik  Ahmed Khan
Bhachar accused the Punjab
Chief Minister of ruling on a
"fake mandate”, claiming that
opposition members were sub-
jected to political victimisation.
“Our workers were dragged
from their homes, and our pro-
test in the budget session is
now being treated like a crime.
If speaking out is an insult to
the Queen, then the insult will
continue!” he declared.

Bhachar criticised the
Speaker of the Punjab Assem-
bly for partiality, saying, “The
Speaker tells us to resign and

leave. Tell us, when has any-
one ever been de-seated dur-
ing assembly proceedings?
Release the videos of those
who hurled abuses—your own
MPAs did it openly.”

He slammed the passage
of the Rs. 509 billion supple-
mentary budget allegedly by
just 23 members, questioning
the ethical and democratic le-
gitimacy ofthe move. “We, 106
elected members, are united.
If the assembly won’t function
fairly, we will hold it on the
streets—that will be the real
assembly.”

Latif Khosa condemned
what he called the trampling of
human rights and mocked the
suspension of exactly 26 mem-
bers: “If they wanted, they
could’ve suspended 25 or 27.
This whole system has be-
come a joke, and we will not
let this joke continue.”

He accused the federal
government and PPP leader-
ship of backing an “artificial
government” in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, and decried the

denial of both parliamentary
and street protest rights. “They
are trying to bury the Consti-
tution under fascism, but the
people will not allow it,” he
warned.

Khosa added, “You once
rejected Bandial, and now you
walk in his footsteps. This ref-
erence will fail. Your own MPs
are aftaid to return to their con-
stituencies.”

Salman Akram Raja ech-
oed the defiance, calling the
entire political system “built on
lies” and accusing state insti-
tutions of crushing legitimate
public representatives.
“There’s lawlessness at every
level. Those who should uphold
the law are violating it.”

He vowed to fight the sus-
pensions and political persecu-
tion in courts and on the streets.
“We will not be silent. We will
reclaim our rights through the
law—and through public pro-
test. This country cannot re-
main in darkness. We will take
Pakistan toward light and jus-
tice,” he concluded.

Aleem Khan visits Islamabad-Murree Expressway,
reviews ongoing developmental activities

ISLAMABAD (INP): Federal
Minister for Communications
Abdul Aleem Khan on Satur-
day conducted a detailed visit
of the Islamabad-Murree Ex-
pressway and reviewed the
ongoing developmental and
construction activities being
carried out, there.

During the visit, he issued
important directives to officials
of the National Highway Au-
thority (NHA), said a press
release.

Federal Minister for Com-
munications emphasized that
the construction of the Murree
Expressway should be com-
pleted at the earliest and in line
with international standards in
order to provide citizens and
tourists safe, uninterrupted and
comfortable travelling facili-
ties.

He pointed out that the in-
stallation ofaesthetically pleas-
ing lighting along the Express-
way has been completed while

construction of rest areas and
emergency stopping spots is in
progress, swiftly.

‘While inspecting the un-
der-construction rest areas,
Federal Minister Abdul Aleem
Khan directed the concerned
authorities to accelerate the
pace of work,

ensure the provision of es-
sential facilities and complete
all tasks within the set dead-
lines.

Talking on this occasion,
Abdul Aleem Khan reiterated
that providing top-quality travel
facilities for tourists is a key
priority of the National High-
way Authority. He also stated
that the construction and beau-
tification of commemorative
walls on both sides of the Ex-
pressway will be completed
soon.

He issued clear instruc-
tions that no illegal construc-
tions would be permitted within
the designated boundaries

along the Expressway and
emphasized that strict action
must be taken against en-
croachments.

He expressed satisfaction
over the implementation of the
E-Tag system at the Murree
toll plaza and the subsequent
elimination of long queues,
terming it a step forward in
facilitating the public and im-
proving traffic flow.

Tourists and the general
public expressed gratitude to
Federal Minister Abdul Aleem
Khan for the improving mea-
sures taken on the Murree-
Islamabad Expressway, stating.
that upgrading this vital route
to a high-quality, well-equipped
standard is a commendable ini-
tiative by the NHA.

On this occasion, Federal
Secretary for Communications
and senior NHA officials also
provided the Federal Minister
with a detailed briefing on on-
going development projects.

Pakistan NDMA di

SLAMAB Vini
100 tons for people. oG rom Tamabad International Airport.

The CDA chairman directed
the water supply directorate to
deploy a multi-pronged that in-
cludes installing underground
water storage tanks and setting
up new treatment plants, as well
as upgrading existing ones.

The authority was asked to

fullyactivate and maintain water
tankers and tube wells that have
been underutilized. Additionally,
officials were instructed to ex-
plore alternative sources to
supplement the city’s existing
supply.

He tasked officials with as-
sessing the city’s current water
infrastructure and recommending
sustainable solutions that can
meet growing demands and cli-
mate-related pressures. The
Chairman also ordered improve-
ments in the operations of
Islamabad Water, the city’s util-
ity responsible for distribution, to
ensure more efficient and respon-
sive service delivery.

Inamove closely tied to the
water supply challenge,
Randhawa reiterated that all hous-
ing societies must install their
own water treatment facilities and
comply strictly with their ap-
proved layout plans and environ-
mental guidelines.

He warned that societies
found in violation—particularly
those that oversell plots beyond
their approved limits—would face
legal action, including cancellation
of their layout plans and No Ob-
jection Certificates (NOCs).

“No housing society will be
allowed to operate outside the law.
Those failing to meet water treat-
ment and land allocation require-
ments will face cancellation of their
layout plans and NOCs,” he
stressed.

‘While water remained a cen-
tral theme, the meeting also ad-
dressed broader civic concerns
such as the rehabilitation of sports
grounds, beautification projects,
and health service improvements,
including the upgradation of Capi-
tal Hospital. The meeting, at-
tended by key CDA officials in-
cluding Member Engineering Syed
Nafasat Raza and Member Plan-
ning Dr. Khalid Hafeez, and oth-

Imran Khan’s sons

cannot topple present
regime, says PML-N
LAHORE (INP): Punjab Informa-
tion Minister Azma Bukhari said
on Saturday that just like her
brother Imran Khan, Aleema

had also developed the habit of
lyin;
" statement, she said that
sometimes she said that Tmran’s
sons Qasim and Suleman were
coming to Pakistan.

“But then she says they are
not coming to Pakistan,” Azma
said while referring to Aleema.

ther said that there are
times when Aleema said that
Qasimand Suleman’s mother was
not permitting them to travel to
Pakistan, and then she said they
were not being issued visas.
‘Azma went on to say that this.
did not stop there as Aleema then
called Imran’s sons Pakistanis.

“When Qasimand Suleman’s
father, their third mother and
hordes of “rioters” could not bring
arevolution in the country, whal
special PTI founder’s two sons
would do to topple the current
reglme ” the minister said,

adding, “Qasim and Suleman
had gone to the USA for an out-
ing. And now they have returned
to the UK.

If they want to meet their fa-
ther, no one will stop them. How-
ever, if they plan to spread mis-
chief in the country, they would
not be allowed to do so because
they are not the citizens of this
country.”

Modi Govt dream of getting
Pakistan back on FATF grey-list

PESHAWAR (INP): Advisor
to the Chief Minister of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on In-
formation and Public Rela-
tions, Barrister Dr.
Muhammad Ali Saif here Sat-
urday reiterated that India's
dream of getting Pakistan back
on the FATF grey list by di
torting the KP Chief
Minister’s statement will
never be realized.

He said that Indian spy
Kulbhushan Jadhav was a
clear evidence of India’s
criminal activities in Pakistan.
The long list of crimes com-
mitted by Kulbhushan Jadhav
paves the way for India to be
included in the FATF grey list.

In a statement issued
from his office, Barrister Dr.
Saif said that there was con-
crete evidence of Indian-
backed terrorist activities in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

All such evidence proving
India’s involvement in terror-
ism will be presented to FATF
authorities. He added that af-
ter facing defeat on the battle-
field, India has resorted to un-
derhanded tactics.

Barrister Dr. Saif'

id that

never to be realized: Saif

having been defeated by the
Pakistan Army, India now
dreams of putting Pakistan

an ambition that will never be
fulfilled.

He emphasized that the
recent uptick in terrorist inci-
dents in Pakistan is a direct
consequence of Indian interfer-
ence and support for terrorist
elements.

He further said that India
is actively backing terrorists in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and that
undeniable evidence of this
support exists. Cowardly en-
emies are targeting innocent
civilians. In the wake of recent
tensions, Pakistan’s armed
forces have dealt a crushing
blow to India, shattering its ar-
rogance, which is why India is
now orchestrating terrorist ac-
tivities within Pakistan.

Barrister Dr. Saifremarked
that India lacks the courage to
engage in direct confrontation
and thus resorts to covert at-
tacks. He urged the public not
to be disheartened by the dis-
tortion of Chief Minister Ali
Amin Gandapur’s statement by
Indian propaganda.
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Govt sets dates for Hajj instalments and

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
federal government has de-
cided to collect Hajj expenses
from pilgrims under the govern-
ment schem

The first instalment of ex-
penses will be collected from
pilgrims across the country
from tomorrow.

Registered pilgrims of the
government scheme will have
to pay Rs 500,000 under the
long package, while under the
short Hajj package, pilgrims will
have to pay Rs 550,000.

It has been made manda-
tory for pilgrims to submit the
first instal of Hajj from

. .
applications
August 4 to 9. The collection
of Hajj applications from un-
registered pilgrims will start
from August 11. Hajj pilgrims
will be able to submit applica-
tions in designated banks until
August 16. The collection of
applications will be banned
when the government Hajj

scheme quota is completed.
The second instalment of
the Hajj package will be col-
lected from Hajj pilgrims from
November 1. Pilgrims born
before March 1, 2014, will be
allowed to perform Hajj. Fe-
male pilgrims will be able to
perform Hajj without a

mahram by obtaining the pre-
scribed form from banks.

Pilgrims will be able to ap-
ply and pay for Hajj expenses
online while sitting at home.
Meanwhile, the government
has decided to receive Hajj
applications from unregistered
pilgrims as well.

There is a fear that the Hajj
quota of 1.2 million will not be
completed from the 450,000
registered pilgrims.

According to sources, the
Ministry of Religious Affairs
has decided to give a chance
to unregistered pilgrims due to
the fear of low applications.




