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Major Decision: Pakistan to Begin Phased Repatriation of
PoR Holder Afghan Nationals from September 1

News Desk:
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s Minis-
try of Interior has announced a
significant policy move regarding
the repatriation of Proof of Regis-
tration (PoR) cardholder Afghan
nationals, issuing a detailed noti-
fication outlining the process.

According to the notifica-
tion, the voluntary return of PoR
holders will begin immediately,
while the remaining individuals
will be repatriated in phases start-
ing September 1. Officials say the
decision was taken during a high-
level meeting, citing security con-
cerns and growing pressure on
the country’s resources.

The repatriation of Afghan
Citizen Card (ACC) holders will
continue in accordance with the
previously announced Integrated
Foreigners Repatriation Plan
(IFRP).

The Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs will coordinate with interna-
tional organizations, including the
Afghan interim government and
UNHCR, to ensure an organized
return process.

The Ministry of Kashmir Af-
fairs, Gilgit-Baltistan, and
SAFRON will share complete data
of PoR holders with relevant pro-
vincial and district committees.
The National Database and Reg-
istration Authority (NADRA) will
handle the cancellation of regis-
trations at transit areas and bor-
der terminals, while the Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA) will

facilitate the process at designated
border crossing points.

All provincial governments
and concerned agencies have
been directed to conduct compre-
hensive mapping of PoR holders
and submit provincial action plans
to the Ministry of Interior.

The plan includes designat-
ing transit areas, arranging trans-
portation and financial assis-

tance, forming district and provin-
cial-level committees, reactivating
control rooms, and establishing a
hotline and complaint cell for
grievances.

Daily progress on repatria-
tions will be monitored through
the Foreign National Security
Dashboard (FNSD). All relevant
stakeholders have been asked to
share updated contact details of

their focal persons with the Min-
istry of Interior. For coordination,
the ministry has appointed the
Section Officer Security as the
official focal person.

This move marks one of the
most extensive organized repatria-
tion drives in recent years, reflect-
ing Pakistan’s effort to address
security, resource management,
and migration control concerns.

Couple Reaches Quetta:
Government Urged to

Provide Protection as Honour
Killings Rise in Balochistan

Staff Reporter:
QUETTA: A young couple, Fahad
and Sassi, arrived in Quetta from
Kashmore after contracting a love
marriage and have appealed to the
government for immediate protec-
tion.

The couple claims their lives
are in danger, particularly from
Sassi’s uncle, and warn that with-
out intervention, they could be
harmed.

Just days earlier, another
young couple from Mastung held
a press conference at the Quetta
Press Club, calling on the govern-
ment to ensure their safety.

These developments come in
the aftermath of the brutal killing

of a couple in the Gretha area — a
case that has claimed multiple
lives and remains unresolved.
Rights groups say authorities
have so far failed to curb this
deadly trend.

Honour killings have claimed
scores of lives in Pakistan, par-
ticularly in Jaffarabad and dis-
tricts bordering Balochistan. Per-
petrators are rarely arrested, and
many enjoy complete impunity.
Human rights organizations, civil
society activists, the media, and
members of the legal community
have repeatedly urged the gov-
ernment to bring culprits to jus-
tice and dismantle this violent
custom.

ECP disqualifies Senate and NA opposition
leaders, SIC chief, other PTI lawmakers

NEWS DESK: The Election Com-
mission of Pakistan (ECP) on
Tuesday disqualified the Senate
and National Assembly opposi-
tion leaders, Sunni Ittehad Coun-
cil chief Hamid Raza and other PTI
lawmakers following their convic-
tions in cases related to the May
9 riots.

On May 9, 2023, PTI support-
ers, protesting the party founder
Imran Khan’s arrest, staged vio-
lent protests throughout the coun-
try, vandalising military installa-
tions and state-owned buildings,
while also attacking the Lahore
corps commander’s residence.
Following the riots, thousands of
protesters, including party lead-
ers, were arrested.

An anti-terrorism court
(ATC) in Faisalabad last week
senten-ced over 100 leaders and
workers of the PTI, including sev-
eral key opposition figures, to jail
terms of up to 10 years in connec-
tion with the May 9 riots. Opposi-
tion Leader in the National Assem-
bly Omar Ayub Khan, Opposition
Leader in the Senate Shibli Faraz,
MNA Zartaj Gul, Raza, Sheikh
Rashid Shafique (nephew of
former interior minister Sheikh
Rashid), Kanwal Shauzab, Farah
Agha, Rai Haider Kharal and
Muhammad Ahmad Chattha were
among those sentenced to 10
years of rigorous imprisonment.

A notification from the ECP
today said Faraz, Ayub, Kharal,
Raza, MNA Rai Hassan Nawaz
Khan, Gul, MPA Muhammad
Ansar Iqbal, MPA Junaid Afzal
Sahi and MPA Rai Muhammad
Murtaza Iqbal were now disquali-
fied under Article 63(1h) (a per-

son shall be disqualified from be-
ing elected [if] … he has been, on
conviction for any offence involv-
ing moral turpitude, sentenced to
imprisonment for a term of not less
than two years) of the Constitu-
tion and their seats were vacant.

The development follows
other recent disqualifications of
PTI leaders and lawmakers.

On July 29, the ECP had dis-
qualified MNA Abdul Latif from

the May 9 riots.
The ATCs have been hear-

ing May 9-related cases daily to
meet a deadline set by the Su-
preme Court for the conclusion of
trials by August.

The ATC had convicted the
PTI lawmakers under Section 109
(punishment for abetment) and
Section 120-B (criminal con-
spiracy) of the Pakistan Penal
Code (PPC) in FIR No. 835/2023,

the NA-1 constituency (Upper
and Lower Chitral), raising ques-
tions over the haste with which a
flurry of similar decisions were
taken in recent days.

On July 28, the commission
had disqualified Senator Ejaz
Chaudhry, MNA Mohammad
Ahmed Chatta and MPA Ahmad
Khan.

On December 21 and 26 last
year, a military court had sen-
tenced over 50 PTI leaders and
activists, including Imran Khan’s
nephew Hassaan Niazi, to up to
10 years for their involvement in

registered at  Ghulam
Muhammadabad police station.

In FIR No. 1277/2023 of the
same police station, 60 out of 67
accused were convicted, while
seven were acquitted.

In FIR No. 832/2023, regis-
tered at the Civil Lines police sta-
tion, 107 out of 108 accused were
sentenced to 10 years of rigorous
imprisonment while one person
received a three-year sentence.
The judge acquitted 77 accused
in this case, stating that the pros-
ecution had failed to establish
charges against them.

Youm-i-Istehsal: PM notes India’s occupation of Kashmir ‘defining conflict’ in South Asia
NEWS DESK: Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif termed India’s oc-
cupation of Kashmir the “defin-
ing conflict” of South Asia as Pa-
kistan marked six years on Tues-
day since New Delhi deprived the
held region of its special au-
tonomy.

Pakistan is observing Youm-
i-Istehsal (Exploitation Day) today
to mark the sixth anniversary of
India revoking Kashmir’s special
autonomy and to show solidarity
with Kashmiris.

On Aug 5, 2019, India’s
Narendra Modi-led government
stripped the Muslim-majority ter-
ritory of its special status by re-
pealing Article 370 of the consti-
tution, splitting the former state
into two territories directly ruled
by New Delhi.

“India’s illegal occupation of
Jammu and Kashmir remained the
defining conflict of the South Asia
region, and the driver of India’s
continued rogue behaviour,” PM
Shehbaz said in a statement.

The premier also recalled the
recent India-Pakistan conflict,
noting:

 “India’s unprovoked ag-
gression against Pakistan in May

2025, and its swift and compre-
hensive military defeat are only
the latest evidence of the urgent
need for the international commu-
nity to ensure that the resolution

of the Kashmir dispute becomes
a global priority.

“The will and aspirations of
the Kashmiri people, in accor-
dance with UN Security Council

resolutions, are the only path for-
ward,” he stressed.

PM Shehbaz noted that a
“just resolution of the Jammu and
Kashmir dispute was a key pillar
of Pakistan’s foreign policy”.

The prime minister reiterated
“strongest condemnation” of
India’s illegal and unilateral ac-
tions to alter the demographic
structure and political landscape
of India-occupied Kashmir (IoK).

He also flayed India’s efforts
to silence genuine Kashmiri lead-
ers as part of the “wider hege-
monic and extremist agenda” that
informed its illegal occupation of
the disputed region.

“The imprisonment of
Kashmiri leaders and activists,
including Shabbir Ahmed Shah,
Muhammad Yasin Malik and
Masarrat Alam Bhatt, will never
dim the resolve of our Kashmiri
sisters and brothers,” he asserted.

Urging the international com-
munity to play a role in halting
human rights crimes in IoK and

reversing the 2019 action, the pre-
mier reaffirmed Pakistan’s “un-
flinching” stance, moral, political
and diplomatic support to the
Kashmiri people.

Meanwhile, in his statement,
President Asif Ali Zardari also re-
ferred to the recent conflict with
India, emphasising that “this
year’s ‘Youm-e-Istehsal’ assumes
greater significance”.

“While the resounding suc-
cess of the ‘Operation Bunyanum
Marsoos’ is a matter of great pride
for the people of Pakistan, the day
also underscores the need for a
settlement of the Jammu and Kash-
mir dispute, in accordance with
the relevant UNSC resolutions
and the wishes of the Kashmiri
people, for a lasting peace in
South Asia,” the president said.

He highlighted that Indian
authorities had taken a number of
steps, aimed at changing the IoK’s
demographic structure and politi-
cal landscape, during the last six
years.

Trump says he will ‘very substantially’ raise tariffs on
India in next 24 hours over Russian oil purchases

NEWS DESK: United States Presi-
dent Donald Trump on Tuesday
said he would increase the tariff
charged on imports from India
from the current rate of 25 per cent
“very substantially” over the next
24 hours, given India’s continued
purchases of Russian oil.

“India has not been a good
trading partner, because they do
a lot of business with us, but we
don’t do business with them. So
we settled on 25pc but I think I’m
going to raise that very substan-
tially over the next 24 hours, be-
cause they’re buying Russian
oil,” he told CNBC in a televised
interview.

“They’re fuelling the war
machine, and if they’re going to
do that, then I’m not going to be
happy,” Trump said, adding that
the main sticking point with India
was that its tariffs were too high.

He did not provide a new tar-
iff rate for India.

Trump last week said he
would impose a 25pc tariff on
goods imported from India and
added that the world’s fifth-larg-
est economy would also face an
unspecified penalty, but gave no
details. Later, Trump mou-nted a
sharp attack and said: “I don’t
care what India does with Russia.
They can take their dead econo-
mies down together, for all I care.”

Over the weekend, two Indian
government sources told Reuters
that India will keep purchasing oil
from Russia despite Trump’s
threats. In turn, White House
Deputy Chief of Staff Stephen
Miller had accused India of effec-
tively financing Russia’s war in
Ukraine by purchasing oil from

Moscow.
Trump had made the same

threat about substantially raising
tariffs a day ago.

Responding to the threat,
India’s Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA) issued a statement
claiming that the US and the Eu-
ropean Union “targeted” New
Delhi for purchasing Russian oil
after Moscow invaded Ukraine in
2022.

“India began importing from
Russia because traditional sup-
plies were diverted to Europe af-
ter the outbreak of the conflict,”
the statement read. “The US at
that time actively encouraged
such imports by India for
strengthening global energy mar-
ket stability.”

The MEA highlighted in its
statement that the very nations
criticising India were engaging in
trade with Russia themselves,
adding that the goods exchanged
include energy, fertilisers, mining
products, chemicals, iron and
steel and machinery and transport

equipment.
“Where the United States is

concerned, it continues to import
from Russia uranium hexafluoride
for its nuclear industry, palladium
for its electric vehicle industry,
fertilisers, as well as chemicals,”
the MEA statement added.

“In this background, the tar-
geting of India is unjustified and
unreasonable. Like any major
economy, India will take all nec-
essary measures to safeguard its
national interests and economic
security.”

India, the world’s third-larg-
est oil importer, is the biggest
buyer of seaborne Russian crude,
a vital revenue earner for Russia
as it wages war in Ukraine for a
fourth year.

The US levy on India exceeds
those agreed by some other na-
tions in deals with the Trump ad-
ministration. For example, the tar-
iff on Vietnam is set at 20pc and
on Indonesia at 19pc, with levies
of 15pc on Japanese and Euro-
pean Union exports.
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Quetta-Karachi Highway
Upgrade: Timely Action and Strong

Leadership Key to Success
Editorial:
The federal
government’s recent an-
nouncement to upgrade
the Quetta-Karachi (N-
25) Highway to
motorway standards
marks a significant de-
velopment for
Balochistan.

Long known for its
hazardous conditions,
this vital route has long
demanded urgent atten-
tion to improve safety
and efficiency.

Yet, while the deci-
sion is a welcome step, it
is crucial that the govern-
ment now prioritizes a
clear and realistic
timeline for the project’s
execution.

Past experiences in
Balochistan show that
many major infrastruc-
ture projects have either
faced indefinite delays
or remained incomplete.

Providing specific
deadlines and mile-
stones will not only en-
hance transparency but
also rebuild public trust
and ensure accountabil-
ity. Credit must also be
given to Balochistan
Chief Minister Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti, whose
consistent advocacy at
the federal level has
played a vital role in
moving this long-stand-
ing demand forward.

His engagement
with national authorities
reflects a results-driven
leadership style, focused
on securing tangible
benefits for the prov-
ince.

Importantly, the

government’s decision
to redirect funds saved
from declining global oil
prices towards this high-
way upgrade demon-
strates fiscal prudence
and a commitment to
public welfare.

Using these re-
sources for critical infra-
structure like the Quetta-
Karachi Highway is a
strategic move that
aligns national savings
with regional needs.

In summary, upgrad-
ing the Quetta-Karachi
Highway is a transforma-
tive initiative—but one
that demands a clear
roadmap and transparent
execution.

With strong leader-
ship and timely action,
this project could finally
bring long-awaited
progress to
Balochistan’s infrastruc-
ture landscape.

By Ghalib Nehad:

Heatwave Threatens Lives and
Crops in Balochistan

As temperatures soar across Pa-

kistan, several districts of
Balochistan are bracing for an in-
tense heatwave.

According to the Balochistan
Meteorological Department, Sibi is
expected to record temperatures
as high as 47°C in the coming
days. Turbat may reach 46°C,
Lasbela 44°C, Nokundi 43°C,
Dalbandin 41°C, and Quetta could
experience highs of up to 35°C.

The Met Office has issued
heatwave alerts for Sibi, Kachhi,
Sohbatpur, Lehri, Naseerabad, Jhal
Magsi, Turbat, Lasbela, Washuk,
Kharan, and Chaghi, warning of
dry and extreme weather condi-
tions.

The heat is not only endanger-
ing human health but also threat-
ening agricultural productivity.
Khalid Hussain Bhat, Chairman of
the Farmers’ Union, emphasized
that extreme heat severely im-
pacts seed survival and crop
growth.

He noted that wheat yields,
which traditionally ranged from 50-
60 maunds per acre, have dropped
significantly to 20-25 maunds due

to milder winters and erratic cli-
mate patterns.

Bhat also highlighted the criti-
cal situation in canal-fed farming
areas where declining water avail-
ability has exacerbated the risks.
He urged the government to intro-
duce heat-resistant crop varieties
to prevent billions in agricultural
losses and potential food shortages.

Meanwhile, Dr. Mahmood
Ahmed warned that rising tem-
peratures could lead to an increase
in heat-related illnesses.

He advised citizens to stay hy-
drated, avoid sun exposure be-
tween 11 a.m. and 4 p.m., and wear
light-colored, loose-fitting clothing.
Reducing meat consumption and
eating more fruits and vegetables
can also help mitigate heat-related
risks.

Dr. Ahmed stressed the impor-
tance of early action to prevent
heatstroke, outlining symptoms
such as excessive sweating, fa-
tigue, dizziness, nausea, rapid
heartbeat, and in severe cases, un-
consciousness.  He urged both pub-
lic awareness and government sup-
port to manage the growing threat
effectively.

Chandni Kakar:

Balochistan in the Eye of Climate
Change Storm: Calls for Resilient

Climate Policies Surface
In the global battle against climate

change, Balochistan, Pakistan, serves
as a stark reminder of the urgent need
for climate resilience. The province is
experiencing increasingly severe
weather events, a consequence of
human-induced climate change. How-
ever, many residents mistake these ex-
treme weather occurrences for regular
fluctuations, hindering recognition of
the escalating climate crisis.

Balochistan becoming unbear-
ably hot

Balochistan is becoming unbear-
ably hot, with rising temperatures
transforming heatwaves into a year-
round threat.

These heatwaves pose severe
health risks, including heat stress, de-
hydration, and even fatalities. In 2017,
Turbat recorded a scorching 53.5°C
(128.3°F),

setting a record for Pakistan. Un-
fortunately, forecasts suggest that
temperatures will continue to rise.

However, the climate challenges
in Balochistan extend beyond relent-
less heat waves.

The province grapples with dev-
astating droughts and floods, both of
which wreak havoc on homes and in-
frastructure.

The floods of 2010 and 2022 left
nearly 4 million people displaced, dis-
rupting lives and triggering food short-
ages and price spikes due to their im-
pact on the agriculture sector.

The 2022 flood in Balochistan un-
derscores the looming climate change
threat

The 2022 flood underscored the
looming threat of climate change over
Balochistan. Driven by intensified and
increasingly frequent monsoon rains,
the full extent of the damage is yet to
be comprehended.

 However,  i t exposed the
province’s vulnerabilities and high-
lighted the urgent need for effective
management strategies.

Balochistan’s annual rainfall of
just 200 mm barely meets the needs of
its parched population. This water

scarcity adversely affects food pro-
duction, access to drinking water, and
livestock numbers, exacerbated by cli-
mate change. The severe droughts of
1997-2003 and 2014-2017 forced migra-
tions to water-rich areas.

CC affects economy
Climate change also decimated

the region’s economy through the loss
of livestock. Between 2010 and 2022,
over 1.5 million livestock were lost,
costing over $1 billion and displacing
over 100,000 people, particularly in dis-
tricts like Quetta, Pishin, Turbat,
Pajgure, and Khuzdar.

However, Balochistan need not
accept this grim fate. It requires com-
prehensive strategies tailored to its
unique challenges.

The provincial government must
implement robust climate change poli-
cies, emphasizing water resource man-
agement and disaster preparedness.

Learning from the tragic dam col-
lapses of 2022, preventive measures,
such as effective water reservoirs and
early warning systems,

 are imperative. Spreading aware-
ness about climate change and pro-
moting sustainable agricultural prac-
tices are equally crucial.

Tree plantations could mitigate
sweltering temperatures

In a province where tree planting
could mitigate sweltering temperatures
and climate change impacts, govern-
ment init iatives should engage
younger generations in green initia-
tives.

Achieving a resilient future ne-
cessitates a collaborative effort involv-
ing government, local communities,
civil society, and the commercial sec-
tor. Balochistan’s path towards resil-
ience begins with a symphony of col-
lective action.

By addressing these critical is-
sues, Balochistan can better adapt to
the challenges posed by climate
change, ensuring a more secure and
sustainable future for its residents.

The writer is a Balochistan-based
journalist,  she can be reached
@KakarChand97707

By: Iftikhar Ahmed:

Four tier service system: A
milestone towards uplifting

Agriculture department
Balochistan Agricul-

ture Officers are highly
obliged to Chief Minster
Balochistan Mir Abdul
Quddus Bizenjo, Minis-
ter Agriculture, Mir
Asad Ullah Baloch, Sec-
retary Agriculture Mr.
Umeed Ali  kokar,
Balochistan Agriculture
Officers Association’s
president Dr Qasim
Kakar, General Secretary
Shakeel Zehri and all oth-
ers that rendered efforts
in the approval of the
Four Tier system. Hope-
fully the said service
structure may diminish
the prevailing frustra-
tions amongst the agri-
culture officers.

This will boost the
performance of agricul-
ture department

This may increase
the performance of the
overall agriculture de-
partment. Currently agri-
culture is the least privi-

leged department of the
province though major
segment of the popula-
tion is directly or indi-
rectly dependent upon
the agriculture. Agricul-
ture must be given due
respect and importance
for the survival of the
masses.

The longtime linger-
ing demand of Four Tier
Service Structure is the
most effective apparatus
that would not only
strengthen the Depart-
ment but also would ben-
efit the officers in order
to maintain smooth,
timely and regular flow of
promotions.

Through four-tier
service, officers to get
promotion chances

Absence of Four
Tier Service Structure is
one of the main hin-
drances in the progress
of the Agriculture De-
partment because
chances of promotions

are limited and large
number of officers pres-
ently retired in the same
grade wherein they were
appointed.  However,
through the implementa-
tion of the Four Tier
Structure, officers might
get equal promotional
chances in a flow, as
timely as officers in the
other departments of the
province.

Fortunately, finan-
cial impacts of the four
tiers upon the depart-
ment are so meager.

Discrimination with
the agriculture profes-
sionals

There is terrible dis-
crimination with the ag-
riculture professionals
rather with agriculture
altogether as in the en-
tire service most of the
officers hardly avail only
one promotion which is
totally against the eq-
uity, fundamental right
and natural justice. Pa-

kistan is an agricultural
country; presently it
contributes 19.2 percent
to the GDP and provides
employment to around
38.5 percent of the labour
force.

 More than 65-70
percent of the population
depends on agriculture.
It is suffice to mention
that from 1960 to 2018
agriculture was contrib-
uting 27.38% to GDP
with a minimum of
20.22% at the lowest.

These figure show
diminishing trend for the
last few decades be-
cause agriculture and
agriculture profession-
als/officers have not
been given due respect.

The officers with in-
ferior qualification and
technical knowledge, as
compared to agriculture
professional, in other
departments are be-
stowed with attractive
service careers.

Asghar Harifal:

Withering Public
Institutions

The beleaguered pub-

lic offices have come un-
der a new wave of em-
ployee associations
broadening the turf war.
The new rallying point is
to assert the right for the
coveted packages in
wages given to the pro-
vincial  secretariat .
Guided by the tools em-
ployed by secretariat
employees to secure
bloated wages in com-
parison with the at-
tached department, the
number of associations
has multiplied and the
pre-existing ones have
coalesced into a broader
alliance.

They have further

asserted to arrogate the
positions of head of at-
tached departments
claimed by provincial
secretariat employees. A
few days back
Balochistan Secretariat
Employees Association
announced its with-
drawal from a grand alli-
ance of other employees’
associations.

 The alliance was
formed to put pressure
on the government for
demands they all shared;
which included the rise
in pay and allowances
and to address the dis-
crepancies.

A growing number
of  employees adding
public grievances

The growing num-
ber of employee asso-
ciations,

in the name of their
welfare, underscores the
growing utility of form-
ing pressure groups to
protract spheres of influ-
ence. Taking a cue from
the past, the growing
trend will bring serious
pressure on the frail in-
stitutional framework
adding to public griev-
ances.

One of the phenom-
ena, engendered by
growing pressure
groups in the public, is
written writ large that in-
stitutions have exponen-
tially grown in size, while
at the same time turned

into pathetically ossified
entities, foretelling their
imminent fall. The even-
tuality will not only bring
about suffering for all
employees associated
with these institutions
but it will also add to the
flight of the public at
large. The bloated over-
size of public depart-
ments in association
with their age-old calci-
fied nature has turned
them into a self-serving
superstructure and lost
relevance to the com-
mon man.

A department cre-
ated for the general pub-
lic turned into a service
provider for employees
only.

By Bashir Nichari:

Formation of Pakistan Peoples
Party, its aims and objectives

Fifty-five years ago,

an incredible journey be-
gan with the creation of
the Pakistan People’s
Party. The history of the
PPP is full of struggle
and sacrifices, which
makes it the People’s
Party.

The first founding
convention of the party
was held on the night
between November 30th
and December 1st, 1967
at Dr.  Mubasher
Hussain’s residence at
Gulberg, Lahore.

The primary manu-
script of the party had
compiled by Shaheed
Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto, J.A.
Rahim, and Dr.
Mubasher Hussain, and
was finalized after a

lengthy discussion.
 The participants in

this convention were
aware that they would
create a new life for the
people of this land and
thus presented the docu-
ments for approval in the
same meeting.

The aims and objec-
tives of the party forma-
tion were to call for a so-
cialist change in Paki-
stani society.

The ultimate goal of
the party policy was to
create a classless society
which was possible in
our circles only through
socialism.

Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto
made tempestuous visits
to all corners of the coun-
try. While speaking at a
public meeting at Lahore

Mochi Darwaza, the
People’s leader, in his
speech of 3 hours and 10
minutes, shed light on
Islamic socialism, de-
mocracy, capitalism, and
feudalism.

At  that time,
Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto con-
vinced the nation with
arguments that society
should embrace Islamic
socialism and democ-
racy as the foundation
stones for a progressive
State.

He knew that these
were the things upon
which our future genera-
tions would have
walked with prideful-
ness. These sentences
of Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto
have become a part of
our historical politics.

1- Islam is our reli-
gion

2- Democracy is our
politics.

3- Socialism is our
economy.

4- The source of
power is the People’s
strength. 5- Martyrdom
is our wish. (Added by
Shaheed Benazir Bhutto
the fifth point). Zulfiqar
Ali Bhutto said he had
made a public manifesto
to bring revolutionary
changes to Pakistani so-
ciety. He implemented
agrarian reforms to
slacken the grip of feu-
dal lords, improve the
economic welfare of la-
borers, and established
social security system to
prevent capital accumu-
lation.

By Shahid Javed Burki:

Global weather
change

For decades now, sci-

entists and weather ex-
perts have reached the
conclusion that observ-
able global weather
changes have been
caused by human activ-
ity. Science that arrived
at that conclusion is
simple. It focuses on the
burning of fossil fuels
that produce carbon di-
oxide which gets trapped
in upper atmosphere and
prevents world weather
from becoming part of
the global system.

The burning of coal,
gas and oil are not the
only sources of emis-
sions of climate-altering
gases. They are also pro-
duced by the burning of
fuel by motor vehicles
and aircrafts. The devel-

opment of artificial intel-
ligence needs a lot of
energy; supplying i t
would add further strain
on global weather sys-
tem. The United Nations
system is now involved
in studying and prevent-
ing global weather
change. On July 22, the
International Court of
Justice based in The
Hague issued a strongly
worded opinion saying
that states must protect
their citizens from the
"urgent and existential
threat of climate
change". This statement
constituted a major con-
tribution for the global
environmental move-
ment and for the coun-
tries at the greatest risk
of harm. This was the first
time that the court, which

is the United Nations
highest judicial body,
has pronounced a
judgement on climate
change.

The court's unani-
mous decision held that
the failure of nations to
take action to protect the
climate system may con-
stitute an "internation-
ally wrongful act". It also
found that protection of
the environment is "a
precondition for ensur-
ing human rights and
cited government sup-
port of fossil-fuel pro-
duction as a violation of
these principles".

Judge Iwasawa Yuji,
president of the court,
said: "The environment
is the foundation for hu-
man life, upon which the
health and well-being of

future depends." The
United Nations General
Assembly requested the
court to look into this
matter. The court's 15
members were asked to
speak to two main ques-
tions: what are countries
obliged to do, under ex-
isting international laws
and treaties to protect
the climate system and
environment from green-
house gases? And what
are the legal conse-
quences if they have
caused considerable
harm?

Poor nations, espe-
cially those that border
rising oceans, argued for
financial and technical
help from the nations
that were primarily re-
sponsible for producing
global warming .

India's double
game with US

At the turn of the
century, it became abun-
dantly clear that China
was on its way to de-
throne the US as the
world's sole superpower.
No superpower would let
its adversary take its
place easily. The US has
long portrayed itself as a
leader of the "free world"
and considers the rise of
China as a threat to the
"rule based order".

The US and its allies
continue to advance this
narrative that China, as a
superpower, would be a
disaster for the "free
world". In order to con-
tain China, the US de-
cided to cozy up with In-
dia. For so long India
maintained a non-aligned
posture but leaned to-
ward the Soviet Union.
The US-India ties re-
mained lukewarm. Rela-
tions between the two
countries soured after
India conducted nuclear
tests in 1998, prompting
US sanctions. However,
in the early 2000s a stra-
tegic rethinking began in
Washington. With
China's rise looming
large, the US saw India
as a natural democratic
counterweight in Asia.

Kamran Yousaf

Frailty, thy
name is

marriage now
Matrimonial rela-

tionships have never
been more fragile despite
being morally bound and
legally secured. The two
parties in the relation-
ship, sometimes after
weathering the early
hitches and gli tches
caused by temperamen-
tal clashes and/or exter-
nal influences, come to
terms with each other and
enjoy the nuptial bliss.
However, doubt over a
man's patriarchal poten-
tial or a woman's fidelity
can irreparably damage a
marriage.

We can't  pass a
blanket judgement on
any one gender for sour-
ing the matrimonial bliss.
Circumstances vary from
family to family, as Leo
Tolstoy says: "All happy
families are alike; each
unhappy family is un-
happy in its own way."
And I have selected two
unhappy families.

In the first case, the
husband is the sole
earner for his wife, a di-
vorced sister having a
daughter, and a maternal
uncle's orphaned daugh-
ter. He is embroiled in the
family politics, ending
with his wife demanding
a separate residence de-
spite having the second
story of her husband's
six-marla house all to
herself. The husband can
neither afford separate
lodging for his wife nor
leave his dependents,
who are all  women.
Moreover, it would be
difficult for him to main-
tain work-life balance in
such circumstances. The
wife is now living at her
parents' house along
with her married brothers
and their extended fami-
lies.

M Nadeem Nadir

Neglecting a
key pollution
control tool

In Pakistan, serious
attention to environmen-
tal pollution began in the
early 1990s. The first ma-
jor law, the Pakistan En-
vironmental Protection
Act of 1997, introduced
a framework to monitor
pollution. It focused on
air pollution from facto-
ries and vehicles, water
pollution from house-
hold and industrial
wastewater and land pol-
lution from waste pro-
duced by homes, facto-
ries and hospitals. How-
ever, the law overlooked
a key tool for controlling
pollution: public aware-
ness. While the govern-
ment addresses pollution
on a large scale, individu-
als should take respon-
sibility for their local en-
vironment.  Unfortu-
nately, the law did not
emphasise this role for
citizens, and government
agencies did not effec-
tively promote it.

Mirza Mujtaba
Baig
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PTI claims arrests in Punjab as workers protest 2
years of Imran’s imprisonment

1030 Kashmiris martyred in IIOJK
since 5 August 2019: Report

Youm-e-Istehsal: Armed forces reaffirm solidarity
with people of Indian-occupied Kashmir

Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq Dar urges
India to end oppression in IIOJK

I S L A M A B A D
(INP):  Deputy Prime
Minister Ishaq Dar
has said India must
revoke all illegal ac-
tions taken on August
5, 2019, end

its oppressive
measures in Indian Il-
legally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir,
and lift the media
blackout in the region.

He was address-
ing a rally taken out in
connection with
Youm-e-Istehsal from
Foreign Office to D-
Chowk in Islamabad
on Tuesday.

The Deputy
Prime Minister said
Pakistan will continue
extending diplomatic,
political, and moral
support to the
Kashmiri people until

their inalienable right to
self-determination is
realized.

He underscored
that Kashmir is an in-
ternationally recog-
nized dispute, and its
future cannot be deter-
mined through internal
legislation or court rul-
ings.

Ishaq Dar also ex-
pressed concern over
media reports suggest-
ing that Indian authori-
ties are attempting to
grant statehood to
Jammu while retaining
the Kashmir Valley as
a Union Territory. He
condemned such
moves as unacceptable
and provocative.

The Deputy Prime
Minister reiterated that
Pakistan believes in
peaceful coexistence,

but its commitment to
peace should not be
mistaken for weak-
ness. He affirmed
Islamabad's desire for
friendly relations with
all neighboring coun-
tries and its prefer-
ence for dialogue and
diplomacy over con-
frontation. He, how-
ever, warned that
Pakistan's armed
forces and its people
are fully capable of
delivering a resolute
response to any act of
aggression, as dem-
onstrated during
Marka-e-Haq.

Addressing the
rally, Minister for In-
formation and Broad-
casting Attaullah
Tarar said Kashmir is
our jugular vein and
we firmly stand with

our Kashmiri brothers
and sisters. He ex-
pressed the confidence
that the day is not far
when Kashmiris will be
granted their inalien-
able right to self-deter-
mination to decide their
fate.

The Minister for
Information reiterated
Pakistan's commitment
to continue raising
voice for the Kashmiris
at all world fora.

Minister for Kash-
mir Affairs and Gilgit-
Baltistan Engineer
Amir Muqam said Au-
gust 5 is the blackest
day in the history of
Kashmir when India
had revoked special
status of Kashmir. He
said Kashmiris never
accepted illegal Indian
occupation on Kashmir.

LAHORE (INP):
The PTI on Tuesday
claimed arrests of a
party leader and “sev-
eral” workers as they
took to the streets to
officially kick off a
nationwide movement
for the release of ex-
premier Imran Khan,
who has been in jail
for two years now.

Imran, imprisoned
since Aug 5, 2023 in a
case related to state
gifts, is serving a sen-
tence at the Adiala Jail
in a £190 million cor-
ruption case and also
faces pending trials in

alleged terrorism
cases related to the
May 9, 2023 riots.

Imran had issued a
nationwide protest call,
which was set to reach
its “peak” on August
054 to mark the sec-
ond year of his incar-
ceration. According to
PTI leader Asad
Qaiser, August 5 is the
inception of the pro-
test, but it should not be
considered a “final
call”.

“An elder like
Rehana Dar is being
dragged by the shame-
less Punjab Police, a

disgraceful sight,” the
PTI said on its official
X account.

It shared a video
showing Dar, who
contested the 2024
general elections in
Sialkot against PML-
N’s Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif, being
dragged into a police
van by personnel with
riot gear. The PTI said
Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz and
Punjab Inspector Gen-
eral Dr Usman Anwar
“have sunk to a new
low with this act” and
“abandoned all sense

of shame and de-
cency”. In another post
on X, the PTI’s
Bahawalpur account
claimed “several” of
its workers who had
gathered in
Balochistan’s Kohlu
district for a protest
were arrested.

The PTI’s Multan
chapter alleged that its
Lahore rally was “at-
tacked by police”, with
multiple vehicles par-
ticipating in facing dam-
age. Visuals shared by
it showed the back win-
dow of a car shattered
with a hole in it.

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): On the occa-
sion of Youm-e-
Istehsal, Field Mar-
shal Syed Asim Munir,
NI(M), Chief of Army
Staff, along with the
Chairman Joint Chiefs
of Staff Committee,
Chief of Naval Staff,
Chief of Air Staff, and
the Pakistan Armed
Forces, reaffirm their
unwavering solidarity
with the resilient and
courageous people of
Indian Illegally Occu-
pied Jammu and
Kashmir (IIOJK).

The Armed
Forces of Pakistan
fully support the legiti-
mate and ongoing
struggle of the
Kashmiri people for
their inalienable right to

self-determination,
as enshrined in inter-
national law and UN
Security Council reso-
lutions.

The continued ille-
gal occupation of
IIOJK by Indian secu-
rity forces—charac-
terized by an unrelent-
ing military siege, sys-
temic human  rights

violations, and demo-
graphic engineering—
constitutes a grave
breach of international
norms and remains a
matter of deep con-
cern.

India’s repressive
actions, coupled with
its belligerent posture
and incendiary rheto-
ric, serve only to ex-
acerbate regional in-
stability and perpetu-
ate human suffering.

It is unequivocally
evident that durable
peace in South Asia
remains unattainable

without the just and
peaceful resolution of
the Jammu and Kash-
mir dispute, in accor-
dance with the aspira-
tions of the Kashmiri
people and relevant
UN resolutions.

The Pakistan
Armed Forces pay sol-
emn tribute to the mar-
tyrs of IIOJK and reit-
erate their enduring
commitment to stand
shoulder to shoulder
with the Kashmiri
people in their just and
rightful struggle for
freedom.

SRINAGAR  (INP):
Since the BJP-led
Hindutva regime re-
voked Articles 370 and
35A on August 5, 2019,
Indian illegally occupied
Jammu and Kashmir has
witnessed a sharp esca-
lation in military repres-
sion, including extraju-
dicial killings, enforced
disappearances,

arbitrary deten-
tions, torture, destruc-
tion and confiscation of
civilian properties, de-
nial of services, and in-
tensified cordon-and-

search operations.
A report released by

the Research Section of
Kashmir Media Service,
today, marking six years
of the BJP government’s
brutal move, revealed
that Indian forces have
martyred 1,030
Kashmiris, including 21
women and 44 boys,
during this period. It
stated that senior APHC
leaders, including
Muhammad Ashraf

Sehrai, Altaf Ahmed
Shah, and Ghulam
Muhammad Butt, were
among 274 Kashmiris
who died in fake en-
counters or in police
custody. The report
added that at least 2,551
people were critically in-
jured due to the use of
brute force, including

firing of bullets, pellets,
and teargas shells by In-
dian troops, paramilitary
forces, and police on
peaceful demonstrators
and mourners in the ter-
ritory.

Top Hurriyat leader
Syed Ali Gilani died while
under illegal house de-
tention in September
2021, having remained
confined for over a de-
cade.

The report pointed
out that the killings and
atrocities since 5 August
2019 surpass those re-
corded in 2011, 2012,
2013, 2014, 2015, and
2019. Most of the victims,
it said, were killed in fake
encounters and in cus-
tody under the guise of
violent cordon and
search operations across
the territory.

Many youths were
arrested from their homes
and later killed after be-
ing falsely labeled as
mujahideen or over-
ground workers of resis-
tance organizations. The
report noted that the ma-
jority of arrested youth
were booked under dra-
conian laws such as the
Public Safety Act (PSA)
and Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act
(UAPA).

The report high-
lighted that these killings

have rendered 76 women
widowed and 208 chil-
dren orphaned. Indian
forces—including the
Army, Rashtriya Rifles,
Central Reserve Police
Force, Border Security
Force, Special Opera-
tions Group, and oth-
ers—damaged over
1,165 houses and struc-
tures, molested or dis-
graced 137 women, and
arrested 29,565 people,
including over three
dozen women and girls,
during 22,385 cordon
and search operations
and house raids across
the occupied territory.

The report stated
that life in IIOJK has be-
come politically, eco-
nomically, and socially
unbearable since India’s
illegal actions in 2019.
The move, it added, was
aimed at altering the
Muslim-majority demog-
raphy of the territory and
undermining the
longstanding demand
for a UN-supervised
plebiscite.

The entire occupied
territory has effectively
been turned into an
open-air prison, with
thousands of Hurriyat
leaders and activists,
political and religious
figures, women, busi-
nessmen, Ulema, civil
society members, and

youth arrested before or
after August 5, 2019.
Many of them continue
to languish in jails across
IIOJK and India.

Prominent detainees
include: APHC Chairman
Masarrat Aalam Butt,
Shabbir Ahmed Shah,
Muhammad Yasin Malik,
Nayeem Ahmed Khan,
Aasiya Andrabi,
Fehmeeda Sofi, Naheeda
Nasreen, Ayaz
Muhammad Akbar, Peer
Saifullah,  Raja
Merajuddin Kalwal,
Shahid-ul-Islam, Farooq
Ahmed Dar, Syed Shahid
Yousuf,

Syed Shakeel
Yousuf, Muzafar Ahmad
Dar, Ghulam Muhammad
Butt, Mushtaqul Islam,
Ameer Hamza, Maulvi
Bashir Irfani, Bilal Siddiqi,
Advocate Mian Abdul
Qayoom, Dr Hameed
Fayaz, Advocate Zahid
Ali, Zafar Akbar Butt,
Muhammad Rafiq Ganai,
Hayat Ahmed Butt, Umar
Adil Dar, Dr Muhammad
Qasim Fakhtoo, Ghulam
Qadir Butt, Muhammad
Shafi Shariati, Firdous
Ahmed Shah, Saleem
Nanaji, Fayaz Hussain
Jaferi, Muhammad Yasin
Butt,  Zahoor Ahmed
Butt, Abdul Ahmad Parra,
Showket Hakeem,
Mehrajdin Nanda,
Waheed Ahmad Gojri.

Civil society, legal experts call for global attention
on 6th anniversary of Article 370 revocation

ISLAMABAD (INP): A
webinar  was held to-
day to observe Kash-
mir Exploitation Day,
marking six years
since the Indian
government's revoca-
tion of Article 370 of
its Constitution, an act
that stripped Indian il-
legally occupied
Jammu and Kashmir
of its special status.

The webinar was
organised by Kashmir
Media Service and
members concerned
of academia, civil so-
ciety, legal fraternity
and media profession-
als joined the session.

Moderated by se-
nior anchor and jour-
nalist Yasir Rehman,
the session opened
with a tribute to the
resilience of the
Kashmiri population.
Participants expressed

grave concern over the
ongoing human rights
violations, demographic
alterations, media black-
outs, and the political
disempowerment of the
region's native popula-
tion.

Ms. Sidra Sadozai,
a social commentator
and law expert, drew
attention to the mental
and physical toll faced
not only by Kashmiris
under occupation but
also by those actively
campaigning for their
rights.

She stressed the
role of awareness, dis-
cipline, and strategic
advocacy in maintaining
focus on Kashmir amid
global distractions.

Chairperson of
Kashmir Institute of In-
ternational Relations
Altaf Hussain Wani,
speaking informally,

lauded the commit-
ment of the attendees
and called for broader
unity among Pakistani
voices for Kashmir.

A detailed geopo-
litical and media analy-
sis was provided by
Dr Raja Zahid Khan,
who described India's
actions as a long-term
strategic gamble that
has yet to yield any
meaningful socio-po-
litical integration. “The
world must see
through the propa-
ganda.

Kashmir’s voice is
being silenced, and we
have a responsibility to
amplify it,” he stated.
He also underlined the
potential role of the
Pakistani diaspora in
shaping international
discourse.

In a powerful le-
gal and moral address,

Advocate Rehana Ali
condemned the Indian
Government’s unilateral
move as unconstitu-
tional, illegitimate, and
internationally objec-
tionable. She questioned
what India had truly
gained after six years of
what she termed as “il-
legal annexation, mili-
tary excesses, and cul-
tural erasure.” She
called on international
legal bodies and human
rights organizations to
take concrete action.

The session con-
cluded with a collective
pledge to continue mo-
bilizing support through
legal, academic, media,
and digital channels.

Attendees agreed
that Kashmir Exploita-
tion Day must not only
be a day of remem-
brance but a global call
to conscience.

ISLAMABAD: Balochistan Governor Jaffar Khan Mandokhail called Speaker National Assembly
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq at Parliament House.

ISLAMABAD: Outgoing Head of the European Union delegation to Pakistan, Dr. Riina Kionka, called
on President Asif Ali Zardari at Awan-e- Sadr.

QUETTA: Director General (DG) of Khana-e Farhang Iran, Dr Abul Hasan Meri in a group photo with
participants during a ceremony to mark Youm-e-Istehsal Kashmir.

Tarbela, Mangla dams
are 90% full; Indus

River water level rising
MANGLA (INP):
Pakistan’s major res-
ervoirs, the Tarbela
and Mangla dams,
have filled to 94% and
91% of their capacity,
respectively, triggering
flood alerts, as re-
ported by the Punjab
Provincial Disaster
Management Author-
ity (PDMA) on Tues-
day.

Tarbela Dam's
current level is
1544.00 feet (max:
1550 ft), while

Mangla Dam's current
level is 1203.25 feet
(max: 1242 ft).

The PDMA
spokesperson stated
that the Indus River at
Tarbela is experiencing
a low-level flood, while
the Chenab, Jhelum,
Ravi, and Sutlej rivers
are flowing at normal
levels.

Mountain streams
and nullahs in Koh-e-
Suleman and Dera
Ghazi Khan Division
are also currently dry.
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NA unanimously adopts resolution condemning
India’s August 5 move in IIOJK

Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA)
warns against illegal online content sharing

PPP demands Shehbaz-led govt disclose
US deals in Parliament

ISLAMABAD (INP):  The
Pakistan Telecommunication
Authority (PTA) has issued a
warning to people involved in
sharing illegal content on so-
cial media platforms.

In its official statement, the
PTA cautioned users to refrain
from posting or promoting un-
lawful online content.

It reiterated that while
freedom of expression is a fun-
damental right, the misuse of
this right to spread illegal con-
tent or engage in prohibited
activities will not be tolerated.

The authority outlined that
sharing blasphemous content,
insulting religions, prophets, or
sacred figures, inciting violence
against individuals or institu-
tions, spreading hatred or false

propaganda against defense
and national institutions, as well
as circulating obscene, immoral
content or fake news is illegal
under the Prevention of Elec-
tronic Crimes Act (PECA)
2016 and is a punishable of-
fense. PTA urged citizens to
report such content through the
PTA CMS mobile app in the
interest of public safety and
national peace. The public is
advised: “Be alert, stay safe.”

Additionally, the PTA re-
cently issued another advisory,
warning users to stay vigilant
against suspicious messages
sent in the name of courier
companies, which often in-
volve fake verification codes.

PTA also cautioned that
fraudsters posing as courier

service representatives are
sending deceptive messages to
extract personal and sensitive
information from users, often
under the pretense of payment
or parcel delivery. These mes-
sages may request users to
share verification codes, click
on suspicious links, or receive
fraudulent calls intended to gain
unauthorized access to their
accounts.

PTA asserted that such
messages are fake and have
no affiliation with any legiti-
mate courier service or official
institution.

It urged users not to share
verification codes with anyone
and to ignore unsolicited mes-
sages or calls requesting per-
sonal details.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  On the oc-
casion of Youm-e-Istehsal, the
National Assembly unanimously
adopted a resolution condemning

India’s illegal actions of Au-
gust 5, 2019, in Indian Illegally
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir
(IIOJK).

The resolution, moved by
Federal Minister for Kashmir Af-
fairs and Gilgit-Baltistan Senator
Amir Muqam, rejected New Delhi’s
unilateral move to revoke Articles
370 and 35A of the Indian Consti-
tution that had granted special
status to Jammu and Kashmir.

“The Indian actions are a bla-
tant violation of the United Na-
tions Security Council (UNSC)
resolutions and international
law,” read the resolution, which
was approved by the House with-
out opposition.

Lawmakers paid tribute to the
courage and sacrifices of the
Kashmiri people and reiterated

Pakistan’s unwavering support
for their right to self-determina-
tion.

“The House strongly con-
demns the use of force, unlawful
detentions, and suppression of
Kashmiri voices, and calls for the
immediate release of all political
prisoners,” the resolution added.

Speaking on the floor of the
House, Senator Amir Muqam
lashed out at India’s continued
atrocities in the valley, accusing
New Delhi of demographic engi-
neering in an attempt to turn Mus-
lim-majority Kashmir into a Hindu-
majority region.

“India has martyred thou-
sands of Kashmiri youth, turned
children into orphans and women
into widows,” he said. “Despite
all this, the passion for Pakistan
lives in the hearts of Kashmiris.”

The minister emphasized that
the move to strip Kashmir of its
special status not only breached

UNSC resolutions but also vio-
lated moral and democratic prin-
ciples.

The National Assembly
called on the international com-
munity to take notice of the grave
human rights situation in IIOJK
and to press India to allow inde-
pendent observers and human
rights organizations into the re-
gion.

The resolution demanded
that the issue be resolved accord-
ing to the wishes of the Kashmiri
people under the UNSC resolu-
tions. On August 5, 2019, India
unilaterally revoked the special
constitutional status of Jammu
and Kashmir, sparking outrage in
Pakistan and among human rights
organizations globally. Pakistan
has since observed Youm-e-
Istehsal annually to remind the
world of the continued military
siege and illegal actions by Indian
forces in the region.

Pakistan to continue
advocating Kashmir cause to

expose Indian atrocities: Tarar
ISLAMABAD (INP): Federal
Minister for Information and
Broadcasting Attaullah Tarar said
on Tuesday that Pakistan has
been advocating the cause of the
Kashmiris at every forum to pro-
test against Indian illegal occu-
pation and expose human rights
violations committed by Indian
Armed Forces in Kashmir.

"Pakistan will continue its
moral, political and diplomatic
support to the Kashmiris till
realisation of goal of freedom",
Attaullah Tarar reiterated the com-
mitment while addressing the par-
ticipants of the Kashmir Youm-e-
Istehsal rally.

The minister said that
Kashmiri people were not alone
in their struggle, the state of Paki-
stan and people of Pakistan firmly
stood with them.

He said August 5 was the
darkest day in history as on this
day, India attempted to illegally
usurp Kashmiris fundamental
rights by abolishing Article 370
and 35A.

The minister said that bonds
between Kashmiris and Pakistan
were eternal which can never be

broken by any Indian conspiracy.
He reminded that dead bod-

ies of martyred Kashmiris like
youth icon Burhan Wani were
wrapped in colour of Pakistan's
flag,

which was manifestation of
Kashmiris love and affection for
Pakistan.

He said that for past over
seven decades in general and af-
ter August 5, 2019 India has been
committing unprecedented atroci-
ties in the paradise-like valley of
Kashmir.

About military stand off with
India, he said when Indain PM
Modi cast a malicious eye, the
Pakistani forces gave him a befit-
ting response.

"India was not only defeated
in the military arena, it was also
humiliated in the field of narrative
and on the diplomatic front"
Attaullah Tarar remarked.

Attaullah Tarar said that the
victory in the Ma'arka-e- Haq has
boosted the morale of Kashmiri
masses.

He said Pakistan's Armed
Forces destroyed India's pride
besides downing its war planes.

Pakistan rejects
allegations of its

 citizens' involvement
in Ukraine conflict

ISLAMABAD, Aug 05 (INP):
Pakistan has rejected baseless
and unfounded allegations of
the involvement of its citizens
in the conflict in Ukraine.

The Foreign Office in a
statement on Tuesday, said the
Government of Pakistan cat-
egorically rejects the baseless
and unfounded allegations of
the involvement of Pakistani
nationals in the conflict in
Ukraine.

To date, Pakistan has nei-
ther been formally approached
by the Ukrainian authorities,
nor has any verifiable evidence
been presented to substantiate
such claims.

The Foreign Office further
said Pakistan shall take up this
matter with the Ukrainian au-
thorities, and seek clarification
in this regard. It said Pakistan
reaffirms its commitment to the
peaceful resolution of the
Ukraine conflict through dia-
logue and diplomacy, in accor-
dance with the principles of the
UN Charter.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  Paki-
stan People’s Party (PPP) se-
nior leader and former Senate
Chairman Raza Rabbani on
Tuesday demanded

that the federal govern-
ment disclose all international
agreements being made
abroad, claiming that even the
public found out about major
petroleum and mineral deals
through a tweet by the US
President.

PPP senior leader Raza
Rabbani addressed a press
conference and criticised the
lack of transparency and ex-
clusion of the Parliament from
key foreign agreements, which
he said directly affected
Pakistan’s natural resources
and provincial rights.

Rabbani voiced concerns
that the government is planning
to reduce the provinces’ share

in the upcoming National Fi-
nance Commission (NFC)
Award from 57.5%, which, he
stressed, would be a clear vio-
lation of the 18th Amendment
of the Constitution.

“More than 15 years have
passed, and a new NFC
Award has still not been intro-
duced,” he lamented, calling
the situation a deliberate con-
stitutional breach.

Referring to foreign
agreements reportedly involv-
ing petroleum and mineral re-
sources, Rabbani said these
were first made known
through a tweet by US Presi-
dent Donald Trump, not
through any official channel in
Pakistan.

The PPP leader
emphasised that 50% of such
resources belong to the prov-
inces, and their exclusion from

such decisions is unjust and
unconstitutional.

“The rights of the provinces
are being ignored in every over-
seas deal,” Rabbani said, add-
ing that the Federation must stop
centralised tax collection.

He also called for an over-
haul of the tax system, demand-
ing that all tax collection re-
sponsibilities be handed over to
the provinces, instead of the
federal government controlling
fiscal flows.

Mian Raza Rabbani is a
senior Pakistani politician and
lawyer who served as the 7th
Chairman of the Senate of Pa-
kistan from March 2015 to
March 2018.

Rabbani has been affiliated
with the Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) since 1968 and
has served as senator six times
from Sindh since 1993.

KP CM condemns atrocities committed by
India against IIOJK people:

Anti-dengue surveillance, prevention campaign
across Murree intensified

PESHAWAR (INP): Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister Ali
Amin Khan Gandapur has
strongly condemned the atrocities
committed by India against the
people of Occupied Kashmir, par-
ticularly the unilateral revocation
of Kashmir’s special status by the
Indian government over the past
six years.

He stated that the people of
Occupied Kashmir have been vic-
tims of Indian state terrorism for
the past seven decades, says an
official statement on Kashmir Ex-
ploitation Day.

During this time, India has
gone to extreme lengths to deprive
the Kashmiri people of their fun-
damental right to self-determina-
tion.

He further said that when fas-
cist India realized that the Kashmiri
people remained steadfast in their
struggle despite all forms of bru-
tal oppression, the Indian govern-

ment, on August 5, 2019, abro-
gated Article 370 of its Constitu-
tion, which granted special sta-
tus to Occupied Kashmir, mark-
ing the beginning of a new chap-
ter of persecution against the op-
pressed Kashmiri people.

This, he said, should be a
matter of serious concern for in-
ternational human rights organi-
zations.

“We strongly condemn the
worst state terrorism carried out
by India in Occupied Kashmir for
the past six years. We reiterate
our moral, political, and diplo-
matic support for the Kashmiri
people’s right to self-determina-
tion.”

He said that unarmed
Kashmiris continue to resist In-
dian tyranny with bravery, and it
is deeply concerning that despite
the existence of international hu-
man rights organizations and UN
resolutions, atrocities against

Kashmiri Muslims persist.
On this occasion, Ali Amin

Gandapur called upon interna-
tional powers, the United Nations,
and other human rights organiza-
tions to take serious notice of the
oppression by India and to play
their role in granting the Kashmiri
people their right to live freely, as
per their own will.

He emphasized, “We demand
that the Kashmir issue be resolved
in line with UN resolutions and
according to the wishes of the
Kashmiri people through a plebi-
scite, as the peace of the entire
region hinges on the resolution of
this conflict.”

He also paid tribute to the
brave Kashmiri Muslims fighting
against the illegal Indian occupa-
tion and assured them that “As
always, we stand by the Kashmiri
people and will continue to sup-
port their freedom struggle on ev-
ery platform.”

RAWALPINDI, Aug 05 (INP): In
a proactive move to safeguard
public health, the District Health
Authority has significantly inten-
sified its anti-dengue surveillance
and prevention campaign across
Murree and its surrounding areas.

The initiative, launched on
the directives of the Chief Execu-
tive Officer (CEO) of Health,

Dr.Ehsan Ghani, focuses on
robust vector control, community
engagement, and rapid response
to protect residents and tourists
from dengue threats.

According to Dr. Waqar, the
spokesman District Health Au-
thority, the health huthorities in
Murree have ramped up surveil-
lance and prevention efforts,
which have coincided with an en-
couraging report of ‘no new
cases’ in the last 24 hours. This
means the district’s total for the
Year remains at 34.

Dr. Azhar Abbasi, the District
Health Officer (DHO) for Human
Resource

Management, conducted a
comprehensive field visit to Vil-
lage Kohati to oversee the invigo-

rated efforts.
The visit prioritized direct

community involvement and the
distribution of essential preven-
tive tools. “Our primary goal is
proactive prevention. By working
hand-in-hand with the commu-
nity through traditional jirgas and
modern awareness sessions, we
can build a strong first line of
defense against dengue,” said Dr.
Abbasi during his visit.

He reaffirmed that the au-
thority was leaving no stone
unturned to ensure the health
and safety of our residents.

“We are quipping residents
with prevention kits and ensur-
ing high-risk areas are secure is
paramount”, he added.

Key activities during the
Kohati visit included direct com-
munity engagement for which a
community jirga was held to fos-
ter collaboration and educate resi-
dents on dengue symptoms, pre-
ventive measures, and the criti-
cal importance of early reporting.

“Dengue Prevention Kits
were distributed widely, while pro-
tective nets were specifically pro-

vided to homes with confirmed
dengue patients to break the cycle
of transmission”, Dr Waqar in-
formed and added that the health
teams inspected the village, iden-
tifying and treating potential mos-
quito breeding sites with larvi-
cides.

“Enhanced sweeping and
sanitation drives were also
launched in high-risk zones”, he
added. The authority has further
demonstrated campaign’s scale in
extensive surveillance operation
in Kohati Village.

A coordinated workforce
comprising 10 indoor and 6 out-
door teams visited over 250 house-
holds, conducting in-home aware-
ness sessions and ensuring health
protocols were being followed.

The comprehensive opera-
tion highlighted remarkable inter-
departmental and regional col-
laboration.

The Lady Health Supervisors
(LHSs), Lady Health Workers
(LHWs), Field Support Persons
(FSPs) and dedicated Sanitary Pa-
trols (SPs) were included during
the field visits.

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Governor Faisal Karim Kundi  and KP Government spokesperson Barrister Mohammad Ali Saif
leading a rally to express solidarity with Kashmiris on Kashmir Exploitation Day  at Governor house.

TURKIYE: Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral Naveed Ashraf   called on Minister of National Defence,
Turkiye Yasar Guler  during his official visits.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting of steering committee of
Small and Medium Enterprises Development Authority.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs, Muhammad Junaid Anwar Chaudhry
witnessing signing of Letter of Intent (Lol) by Chinese firm.


