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Mobile and Internet Services
Suspended in Quetta and

Several Parts of Balochistan
Qaseem Shah:

QUETTA: Mobile and internet
services have been suspended
across Quetta and various dis-
tricts of Balochistan, leaving resi-
dents struggling to stay con-
nected.

The sudden disruption has
caused significant difficulties for
students preparing for exams,
online business operators, and
travelers who rely on digital com-
munication. Many complain that
important work and daily life ac-
tivities have been severely af-

fected.
Authorities have not issued

an official statement explaining
the reason behind the suspension.
However, it comes at a time when
Section 144 is already in place
across the province, banning pub-
lic display of weapons, the use of
black-tinted car windows, and
certain gatherings.

No timeline has been given
for the restoration of services,
leaving residents uncertain about
when normal connectivity will re-
sume.

Massive Fire Destroys
Homes in Tondo, Manila,

Leaving Hundreds Homeless
Monitoring Desk:

MANILA: A devastating fire tore
through a residential area in
Barangay 93, Tondo, Manila early
Wednesday morning, reducing
dozens of homes to ashes and
forcing hundreds of residents to
flee for their lives.

The blaze broke out around
3:53 a.m. at the Victor Lopez Com-
pound on Capulong Street,
quickly spreading through tightly
packed houses made of light ma-
terials. Strong winds and narrow
access lanes made it difficult for
firefighters to contain the flames,
prompting authorities to raise
multiple alarm levels.

According to the Bureau of
Fire Protection (BFP), at least 30
homes were destroyed, displac-
ing nearly 100 families. Many resi-
dents were able to escape with
only a few belongings, while oth-
ers lost everything.

Firefighters brought the blaze
under control at around 5:35 a.m.,
and local officials have set up tem-
porary shelters, including commu-
nity basketball courts and modu-
lar tents, to house those affected.

Authorities have launched
an investigation into the cause of
the fire and are appealing for hu-
manitarian aid to assist displaced
families.

UN Protests Pakistan’s Early
Afghan Refugee Expulsions

ISLAMABAD / NEW
YORK: The United Nations
has raised alarm over
Pakistan’s early deportation of
Afghan refugees, warning that
the move could see more than
one million Afghans expelled
from the country before the of-
ficial September 1 deadline.

cess for more than 1.3 million
PoR card holders starting Sep-
tember 1.

 However, according to a
Reuters report, the UN High
Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) says it has received
credible reports of arrests and
deportations of legally regis-

Pakistan’s Ministry of In-
terior announced on July 31
that Afghan nationals holding
Proof of Registration (PoR)
cards — the last group allowed
to stay without visas — would
be considered illegal residents
after their cards expired on
June 30. The federal govern-
ment had instructed provinces
to begin the repatriation pro-

tered Afghan refugees across
Pakistan ahead of schedule.
The UNHCR stated that
forced repatriations before the
deadline would breach
Pakistan’s international com-
mitments. It has urged
Islamabad to halt deportations
and ensure that Afghan returns
are voluntary, gradual, and con-
ducted with dignity.

Trump imposes additional 25pc tariff on Indian goods,
relations hit new low

NEWS DESK: United States Presi-
dent Donald Trump on Wednes-
day issued an executive order im-
posing an additional 25 per cent
tariff on Indian goods, citing New
Delhi’s continued imports of Rus-
sian oil, sharply escalating ten-
sions between the two countries
after trade talks collapsed.

The new measure raises tar-
iffs on some Indian goods to as
high as 50pc, among the steepest
faced by any US trading partner.

The move is expected to hit
key Indian export sectors, includ-
ing textiles, footwear, and gems
and jewellery and marks the most
serious downturn in US-India re-
lations since Trump returned to
office in January.

In an executive order issued
from the White House, Trump
said: “I find that the Government
of India is currently directly or in-
directly importing Russian Fed-
eration oil.

“Accordingly, and as consis-
tent with applicable law, articles
of India imported into the customs
territory of the United States shall
be subject to an additional ad va-
lorem rate of duty of 25pc.”

Trump said he determined it
“necessary and appropriate” to
impose an additional ad valorem
duty on imports of articles of In-
dia since it was directly or indi-
rectly importing Russian oil.

The tariff is set to take effect
in three weeks and would be
added on top of a separate 25pc
tariff entering into force on Thurs-
day. It maintains exemptions for
items targeted by separate sector-
specific duties, such as steel and
aluminium, and categories that
could be hit, such as pharmaceu-
ticals. Trump’s executive order
does not mention China, which
also buys Russian oil. A White
House official had no immediate
comment on whether an additional
order covering those purchases
would be forthcoming.

The development pays off on
Trump’s repeated threats to hike
the tariff rate on India for its oil
purchases from Russia.

India’s foreign ministry said
that the decision was “extremely
unfortunate” and that New Delhi
would take all actions necessary
to protect its national interests.
“We reiterate that these actions
are unfair, unjustified and unrea-
sonable,” it said.

A senior Indian official said
New Delhi was blindsided by the
sudden imposition of the new levy
and the steep rate, as both coun-
tries continue to discuss trade is-
sues.

Trump said a day ago he
would increase the tariff charged
on imports from India from 25pc
“very substantially” over the next
24 hours, given India’s continued
purchases of Russian oil.

“India has not been a good
trading partner, because they do
a lot of business with us, but we

don’t do business with them. So
we settled on 25pc but I think I’m
going to raise that very substan-
tially over the next 24 hours, be-
cause they’re buying Russian
oil,” he had told CNBC in a tele-
vised interview.

“They’re fuelling the war
machine, and if they’re going to
do that, then I’m not going to be
happy,” Trump had said, adding
that the main sticking point with
India was that its tariffs were too
high.

Trump last week said he
would impose a 25pc tariff on
goods imported from India and
added that the world’s fifth-larg-
est economy would also face an
unspecified penalty, but gave no
details. Later, Trump mou-nted a
sharp attack and said: “I don’t
care what India does with Russia.
They can take their dead econo-
mies down together, for all I care.”

Over the weekend, two Indian
government sources told Reuters

that India would keep purchasing
oil from Russia despite Trump’s
threats. In turn, White House
Deputy Chief of Staff Stephen
Miller had accused India of effec-
tively financing Russia’s war in
Ukraine by purchasing oil from
Moscow.

Trump had made the same
threat about substantially raising
tariffs a day ago.

Responding to the threat,
India’s Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA) had issued a state-
ment claiming that the US and the
European Union “targeted” New
Delhi for purchasing Russian oil
after Moscow invaded Ukraine in
2022. The MEA highlighted in its
statement that the very nations
criticising India were engaging in
trade with Russia themselves,
adding that the goods exchanged
include energy, fertilisers, mining
products, chemicals, iron and
steel and machinery and transport
equipment.

4 security personnel among 7 martyred in separate KP gun attacks
NEWS DESK: Four security per-
sonnel were among seven
martyred in two separate incidents
of firing in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s
Karak district and Peshawar city,
officials said on Wednesday.

Pakistan has witnessed an
uptick in terror activities over the
past year, especially in KP and
Balochistan, after the proscribed
Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
ended its ceasefire with the gov-
ernment in November 2022.

Four security personnel, in-
cluding a driver, were martyred
when unknown assailants at-
tacked a Federal Constabulary
(FC) vehicle in the Garagri area of
Karak, which the chief minister
and governor strongly con-
demned today.

KP Chief Minister Ali Amin
Gandapur directed relevant au-
thorities to arrest those involved
in the incident as he expressed
condolences to the families of
those martyred.

“We salute the security per-
sonnel and their families who sac-
rificed their lives for the country
and the nation,” said a statement
from the office of KP CM’s press
secretary.

Governor Faisal Kundi also

condemned the attack, saying:
“The sacrifice of those martyred
in the war against terrorism will
not go in vain.”

In a separate incident on
Tuesday night, three people died
in a gun attack on Peshawar’s

Warsak Road, including police
inspector Ali Hussain.

Peshawar Senior Superinten-
dent of Police (SSP) Operations
Masood Ahmed told Dawn.com
that Hussain was travelling in a
car with two friends last night
when four assailants on two mo-
torbikes opened fire on the car,
killing all three. “A pistol and
submachine gun (SMG) were used
in the attack,” he added.

“We are investigating the in-
cident, and geofencing work is
ongoing as well.”

Kundi condemned the “un-
fortunate and inhumane” incident
as he expressed his condolences
to the families of the deceased.

Last month, a police official
was martyred in Karak while de-
ployed at a police post in the Koh-
i-Maidan area, which borders the
Lakki Marwat and Mianwali dis-
tricts. He embraced martyrdom
while the assailants fled into the
mountains.

Hub dam project to be inaugurated by Aug 13
Karachi Mayor Barrister Murtaza
Wahab announced on Wednes-
day that the Hub Dam water sup-
ply project will be inaugurated on
August 13.

Speaking to media outside
the Supreme Court Karachi Reg-
istry, Wahab said propaganda was
being spread using old videos re-
garding the new canal supplying
water from Hub Dam to the city.

"After 22 years, it is due to
the efforts of the Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) that the city is receiv-
ing additional water," he said.

He stated that the project,
completed at a cost of Rs12.8 bil-
lion within a record time of 10
months, is ready for inauguration.
“If the propaganda were true, this
inauguration would not be hap-
pening,” he said.

The mayor clarified that work
on the project has been completed
and that trial runs are standard
procedure before launching large-
scale initiatives. “Such issues are
common in concrete work, and the
purpose of testing is to detect and
resolve problems beforehand,” he
said.

Wahab added that a one-year
warranty period has been set post-
completion, under which the con-

tractor is responsible for any re-
quired repairs. He dismissed alle-
gations against the project as
baseless.

“All standards were main-
tained during construction. The
noise of propaganda is drowning
out the news of additional water
supply to the city,” he said.

“Propaganda is being spread
to sabotage the water supply
project.”

He said the Hub Dam had

previously supplied 100 million
gallons of water daily to Karachi,
but due to a 45-year-old transmis-
sion system, the supply had fallen
to 60 million gallons per day. “The
new canal project will again de-
liver 100 million gallons of water
daily,” he said. “After this, the old
canal will be repaired. Once both
systems are functional, the water
supply from Hub to Karachi will
be doubled.”

The project is expected to

benefit residents of District West,
Keamari, and Central.

Commenting on federal fund-
ing, Wahab referred to earlier state-
ments by the Governor of Sindh.
“He said on TV that Rs40 billion
have been received from the fed-
eral government. I remind him that
he had promised Rs100 billion. If
Rs40 billion have been received,
transfer them to the KMC account
and serve the city.”

He also criticized the
Muttahida Qaumi Movement
(MQM), saying that “China-cut-
ting,” land commercialization, and
resource plundering are remnants
of its era. “We also remember the
body bags,  extortion, and
kidnappings for ransom,” he said.
“The city's fundamental problems
began during MQM’s time.”

Wahab expressed his willing-
ness to work with other parties
for the city's development. “The
city's hopes are tied to its politi-
cal leaders,” he said. “We want
chaos to end. Everyone must work
together for the betterment of
Karachi.”

He added, “I am ready to sit
with MQM, Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI), or Jamaat-e-Islami for
the betterment of the city.”
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Building peace in
South Asia

Rethinking national
security

Hiroshima horrors

Tunnel vision?

The regulatory force — a
bureaucratic mirage

SAARC was estab-

lished with the goal of
promoting cooperation
in the economic, social,
technological and cul-
tural fields. It was hoped
it would eventually pro-
vide a framework for re-
gional peace and devel-
opment.

With Afghanistan
becoming a member, this
hope was further en-
hanced. However, after
40 years, Saarc has little
to show for itself. The
success of Asean pro-
vides a study in con-
trast. While it has con-
tributed enormously to
the strengthening of

peace and development
in Southeast Asia, Saarc
has practically ceased to
exist. The reasons given
include political tensions
and bilateral conflicts,
differing threat percep-
tions, institutional weak-
nesses, lack of political
will, limited intra-regional
trade, etc. The major rea-
son, however, is that In-
dia has always been
more interested in re-
gional domination than
regional cooperation.

In particular, the In-
dian demand that the is-
sues of Kashmir and ter-
rorism be resolved exclu-
sively on the basis of its
own demands has con-

veyed to the smaller
countries of Saarc that if
this is India’s attitude
towards Pakistan, what
chance will they have of
getting a fair deal with
regard to their own is-
sues with India. As a re-
sult, Saarc has been un-
able to agree on a uni-
fied political agenda for
peace and development.

India is much larger
than all the other mem-
ber states combined in
area, population and size
of economy. After its
chastening experience of
Operation Sindoor, one
might have hoped India
would now consider the
possibilities for coopera-

tion over hegemony.
The recent conflict

also demonstrated that
China has become a
South Asian military,
economic, political and
strategic factor. This is a
massive strategic devel-
opment which seems to
have stunned India into
strategic paralysis.  It is
at a loss whether to con-
tinue the war or to cut its
losses and embark on a
course of regional coop-
eration and develop-
ment, in which it could
still be a leader if not a
hegemon.

By Ashraf
Jehangir Qazi:

PAKISTAN, which

has one of the world’s
largest armies, has
emerged as a formidable
mili tary power. The
military’s robust re-
sponse to India’s ag-
gression in May this
year again proved its
prowess.

Indeed, a strong
military makes a country
safer against external ag-
gression. Yet, this is not
enough to provide com-

plete security to a nation
whose economy is in a
perpetual state of crisis
and where close to 45 per
cent of the population
lives below the poverty
line by some estimates.

According to the
latest UN report, Paki-
stan currently ranks
168th out of 193 coun-
tries on the Human De-
velopment Index (HDI).
(The only other South
Asian country even
lower in the human de-

velopment category is
Afghanistan.)

More than 23 mil-
lion children are out of
school. It’s a scary place
for a country that has
the highest population
growth rate in the region.
Some 80m people are
added to the population
each year, making it an
explosive situation.

Growing inequali-
ties between rich and
poor,  and among re-
gions, have weakened

the country, presenting
the biggest challenge to
national security — more
than any external threat.
As said by economists
Acemoglu and
Robinson in their semi-
nal book Why Nations
Fail, “extractive institu-
tions”, intended to ben-
efit a small elite, result in
stagnation and perhaps
even state failure.

By Zahid
Hussain:

THERE were several

sources of angst in Ja-
pan back in June, when
Donald Trump likened
the massive US attack on
Iranian nuclear facilities
to the atomic bombing of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
“That hit ended the war,”
he declared.

The mayor of
Nagasaki politely de-
scribed the US

president’s statement as
“regrettable”. Mimaki
Toshiyuki, a survivor of
the 1945 attack and co-
chair of Nihon Hidankyo,
the advocacy group that
was awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize last year,
called the comments “un-
acceptable”.  Various
members of the group ex-
pressed their anger, and
a demonstration in
Hiroshima led by others

who experienced the ca-
tastrophe as children
called on Trump to re-
tract his remarks.

Fat chance. Trump,
like all too many Ameri-
cans, was brought up to
believe that his nation
ended World War II with
its nuclear thrashing of
Japan. They are seldom
taught that their Asian
adversary was prepared
to surrender. Japanese

military leaders wanted
the US only to concede
that the emperor would
remain in place. The US
insisted on an uncondi-
tional surrender. Once it
was achieved in mid-
August, Hirohito, a sus-
pected war criminal, re-
mained in the imperial
palace.

By Mahir
Ali:

IDEAS, good and bad,

have a strange way of
persisting and penetrat-
ing all sorts of barriers
— geographical, cul-
tural, linguistic, and
above all,  time. The
edicts of a man who died,
imprisoned in a mud cell
in the citadel of Dam-
ascus in the 14th century,
continue to impact us in
2025, the era of AI and
virtual reality. I am refer-
ring to Taqi al-Din Ibn
Taymiyya.

However, today, let
us explore the influence
of a set of Deobandi in-
terpretations, which are
simpler compared to the
jurisprudence of the
Levant’s polymath, yet
still equally, if not more,
controversial. Bahishti
Zewar, the original Urdu
title, has been translated
into English and titled
Heavenly Ornaments.
Compiled as a toolkit to

help Muslim women en-
tering marriage, it was
first published in 1909.

Banu Mushtaq, who
won the 2025 Interna-
tional Booker Prize for
her short stories trans-
lated into English by
Deepa Bhasthi under the
title of Heart Lamp, re-
vealed in a recent inter-
view with Arfa Sherwani
that even in her home
state of Karnataka in
south India, some Mus-
lim communities still in-
clude Bahishti Zewar in
a bride’s dowry. I’m not
sure if Ashraf Thanvi’s
book has been translated
into Kannada or if people
are relying on its English
version. The book, how-
ever, is said to have been
translated into Arabic,
Bangla, Marathi and
Uzbek.

The book’s influ-
ence abides. So does the
criticism of parts of it for
being extra prescriptive

for women. But there are
other parts that could be
seen as permissive of
what is generally seen as
deviant behaviour. In
such instances, all gen-
der identities could be
seen as beneficiaries or
victims, depending on
the circumstances and
individual or societal
perspectives.

Debates of mi-
sogyny and misandry
apart, certain parts in
this multi-volume work
can only be described as
the author’s worldview,
instead of being rooted
in theology. For in-
stance, take the follow-
ing passage: “It is not
permissible to read short
stories, novels, novels
based on love and
beauty which are of a
fictitious nature.” The
section titled ‘Miscella-
neous Masail’ goes on
to prescribe “books con-
taining love poems

should also be abstained
from”.

The influence of
‘Bahishti Zewar’ abides.

Though Hassan al-
Banna, founder of the
Muslim Brotherhood
movement in Egypt, his
successor Syed Qutub
and Abul Ala Maududi,
founder of Jamaat-i-
Islami (JI), were contem-
poraries, the timelines of
their activism and peak
periods of authorship
make it difficult to assess
who influenced whom
more.

However, it is clear
that both Maududi and
Qutub, despite belong-
ing to the Sunni-Wahabi
school of thought and
influenced by Ibn
Taymiyya, left their im-
prints on Ayatollah
Khomeini’s revolution in
Iran.

By Shahzad
Sharjeel:

The Government of

Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
has recently unveiled a
proposal to establish a
new "Regulatory
Force", a move that at
first glance appears bold
and assertive.
 It arrives wrapped in the
language of reform, with
promises to crack down
on regulatory violations
and enforce long-ig-
nored laws. However,
beneath the surface, this
initiative is far less about
reform and far more
about repeating the past,
clothed in new terminol-
ogy.
In truth, the proposed
force is not a leap for-
ward but a familiar side-
step, born from the
state's chronic unwill-
ingness to fix what al-
ready exists.

According to the
draft bill, the Regulatory
Force will investigate and
prosecute regulatory of-
fences, headed by a Di-
rector General and Chief
Regulatory Officer, both
appointed by the Chief
Minister.

At the district level,
authority will rest with
Deputy Commissioners,
career bureaucrats who,
under the proposed
framework, will act as ex
officio heads.

This might sound
efficient on paper, but it
betrays a deeper discom-
fort with empowering ex-
isting institutions and
instead reveals a ten-
dency to retreat to
centralised, bureaucratic
solutions that Pakistan
has long outgrown.Food
delivery service
partnering with local res-

taurants
What the bill quietly

ignores is that the legal
machinery to address
these offences already
exists and has for years.
The Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Police Act
of 2017 explicitly empow-
ers the police to investi-
gate all offences under
provincial and federal
law. Section 13 of the Act
even allows the forma-
tion of specialised units
for complex and techni-
cal crimes, including
those involving white-
collar or regulatory vio-
lations.

Additionally, the
colonial-era Police Rules
of 1934 require officers
to be conversant with a
range of regulatory
frameworks from excise
and narcotics to food
safety and environmen-

tal codes.
The existing law is

not silent; it is simply not
being used.

Rather than rein-
forcing existing struc-
tures and addressing
why enforcement has
faltered, the government
appears to have chosen
a path of duplication,
one that history has
shown leads only to
greater institutional con-
fusion.

 At the heart of this
proposal is the decision
to vest enforcement
powers in Deputy Com-
missioners, a throwback
to colonial-era gover-
nance where the DC was
a singular authority,
judge, and administrator
rolled into one.

By Syed Saad
Ali Shah:

A question of
timing

THE May 9 convic-
tions are here. Whole-
sale. And after a long
wait — during which time
most of those who were
behind bars remained be-
hind bars and most of
those who had managed
to wrangle some form of
freedom continued to re-
main outside. So far, this
situation has not really
changed as we wait to
see if any of the well-
known names who have
been convicted are found
and arrested. None of
this is surprising — nei-
ther the judgements nor
the convictions/acquit-
tals. And not even the
names of those who were
able to escape being tried
in the first place.

So far, in the three
decisions which have
come forward, among
others, Yasmin Rashid
and the other prisoners
in Lahore have been
found guilty, as have key
PTI leaders in the vari-
ous assemblies — from
Omar Ayub in the Na-
tional Assembly to Shibli
Faraz in the Senate and
the Punjab opposition
leader Ahmed Bachchar.

The judgements ap-
pear to have given a star-
ring role to the key pros-
ecution witnesses, who
hid in Zaman Park, and
heard the PTI’s ‘evil’
planning.

By Arifa
Noor:

Global weather
change

For decades now,
scientists and weather
experts have reached the
conclusion that observ-
able global weather
changes have been
caused by human activ-
ity. Science that arrived
at that conclusion is
simple. It focuses on the
burning of fossil fuels
that produce carbon di-
oxide which gets trapped
in upper atmosphere and
prevents world weather
from becoming part of the
global system.

The burning of coal,
gas and oil are not the
only sources of emis-
sions of climate-altering
gases. They are also pro-
duced by the burning of
fuel by motor vehicles
and aircrafts. The devel-
opment of artificial intel-
ligence needs a lot of
energy; supplying i t
would add further strain
on global weather sys-
tem.

The United Nations
system is now involved
in studying and prevent-
ing global weather
change. On July 22, the
International Court of
Justice based in The
Hague issued a strongly
worded opinion saying
that states must protect
their citizens from the
"urgent and existential
threat of climate
change". This statement
constituted a major con-
tribution for the global
environmental move-
ment and for the coun-
tries at the greatest risk
of harm.

By Shahid Javed
Burki:

Arresting
doctors
Two doctors were

having a leisurely lunch
on the banks of a river.
While eating they no-
ticed a body floating in
the water. Both jumped in
the water and dragged
the person out of water
and started resuscitating
him. While busy saving
the person, they noticed
two more bodies floating
in the river. They jumped
again and dragged both
out and started provid-
ing first aid. Again they
noticed that many more
bodies were coming their
way. One of these doc-
tors jumped into the wa-
ter again to save them
while the other, instead
of jumping into water,
started running up-
stream.

The doctor in the
water shouted to his
friend: "John, you don't
want to save them?"

"First I need to find
out why they are falling
into the river," answered
the second doctor.

By Dr Rana
Jawad Asghar:

By Dr Shujjat Ahmed:

Unseeing warning signs:
choosing fatal outcomes?

Balochistan’s Rs250 Billion
Federal Allocation Must Drive

Inclusive,   Transparent
Infrastructure Development

Editorial:
The federal
government’s allocation
of Rs250 bil lion for
Balochistan in the up-
coming Public Sector
D e v e l o p m e n t
Programme (PSDP) is a
significant step that, if
properly implemented,
can transform the
province’s economic fu-
ture. Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif’s an-
nouncement at the
Balochistan Grand Tribal
Jirga in Quetta reflects a
welcome shift toward
prioritizing infrastructure
investment, socio-eco-
nomic development, and
regional connectivity in
a province often over-
looked.

However, we em-
phasize that this federal
funding must be utilized
for high-impact, long-
term infrastructure
projects — not short-
term political schemes or
small-scale, non-trans-
parent initiatives.
Balochistan requires
mega projects that fos-
ter job creation, enhance
public health systems,
modernize education in-
frastructure, and develop
transportation networks
to uplift the Human De-
velopment Index (HDI)

of the province.
For maximum return

on investment and to
ensure value for tax-
payer money, funds
must be directed toward
projects l ike the
dualization of the
Quetta-Karachi High-
way, smart road infra-
structure, clean drinking
water systems, renew-
able energy integration,
and digital education
access. These projects
not only promote re-
gional growth but also
boost national eco-
nomic indicators and re-
duce rural-urban dispari-
ties.

From a public fi-
nance and fiscal policy
standpoint, transpar-
ency and accountability
mechanisms must be
enforced.

We urge the gov-
ernment to establish an
independent monitoring
authority to ensure that
every rupee is spent ef-
ficiently. Government
transparency, financial
accountability, and pub-
lic-private partnerships
should guide the imple-
mentation process to
avoid corruption and
misuse of development
funds.

This is not just an
economic opportunity; it
is a national security im-
perative. Without ad-
dressing the root causes
of underdevelopment —
poverty, unemployment,
and lack of education —
extremism, insurgency,
and foreign-sponsored
sabotage will continue to
find fertile ground. Na-
tional security, economic
resilience, and social co-
hesion are directly tied to
how well we invest in the
country’s largest and
most resource-rich prov-
ince.

As a platform com-
mitted to investigative
journalism, public inter-
est reporting, and devel-
opment policy, we insist
that there be no indi-
vidual projects, no ghost
schemes, and no politi-
cally motivated alloca-
tions.

Only inclusive eco-
nomic development,
guided by data-driven
planning and evidence-
based policy, can deliver
the sustainable growth
Balochistan needs.

This is a defining
moment. The Rs250 bil-
lion fund should not be
another missed opportu-
nity.

Jinnah saw a macabre future for his

founded refuge for some Muslims of
India; not only has it come to pass,
worse still lies ahead.

No words can describe the suf-
fering dumped on Pakistan not by out-
siders but by choosing of her own
people under the cover of messianic
mantra "country is saved, better days
ahead" — authors of past failures
claiming to fix it. This noble idea be-
gan in 1948; undeterred by adverse
outcomes, still the same creed of au-
thors pretending this time problem will
go away.

There are no mere coincidences
in this world. Predicting outcomes of
choices is not rocket science; even in
infants cause-and-effect reasoning
emerges by age of 27 weeks (Leslie et
al., 1987), yet complex forecasting de-
mands deliberate analysis (Salcedo et
al., 2008).

Human actions, once created
carve their own paths of consequences
(intended or unintended), and can nei-
ther be recreated  because past can-
not be undone, nor can it be erased.
Outcomes, however, can be immedi-
ate or delayed — always preceded by
warning signs. If created reality is to
be remedied, then it demands new ac-
tions that enact new outcomes. Thus,
cycle continues until death ends our
existence on this planet.

At individual level, we can trace
our decisions' trajectories and warn-
ing signs until consequences strike.
At national level, stakes multiply ex-
ponentially. Legislation and policy
choices demand debate, negotiation
and compromise, with consequences
lasting generations for country and its
citizens.

This parallel becomes profound
as PakRaj nexus (British Loyalist Feu-
dal-Military-Bureaucracy) unjustifi-
ably captured Pakistan after Jinnah's
death.  Reality behind their
smokescreen has been pushing coun-
try deeper into bund-gali, marked with
decades of institutional and gover-
nance failures, incompetence, corrup-
tion and a very weak judiciary, unable
to uphold constitution or safeguard
rights.

Our devastating story can be
quantified through global rankings,
and these brutal metrics are purposely
and brazenly rejected – not in an exer-
cise of logic but an aura of power.

Socio-developmental indicators
signal a crisis leaning towards col-
lapse: Bottom-tier placement, in
Knowledge, Development, Sustain-
able Goals and Gender Gap Index.
Nearly half the population lives in pov-
erty, and multidimensional poverty
grips a third. Pakistan's global brand
and passport outlook is pitiful.

Ironically, our current mantra to
prosperity via digital/IT sector, is
through pitfalls, as we are labeled
"weak performer" due to crippling
gaps in education, innovation, ICT and
research (Knowledge Index: 120/141).
Huawei's Digitization Index (68/77)
brands us a "starter". With education
spending below 2% of GDP, this "bet-
ter days ahead" story will crumble.

Most alarming for Pakistan is the
status evaluated by Fragile States In-

dex (FSI). Since 2006, FSI has tracked
stability using 12 indicators (1 =
stable, 10 = unstable) across 4 dimen-
sions. Our 2024 placement (27/179) re-
veals interlocking vulnerabilities:

Security Apparatus 7.9: Precari-
ous security, evident in daily terrorist
attacks (Balochistan and KP).
Factionalised Elites 9.3: Wealth con-
centrated in elite hands, citizens left
impoverished. Group Grievance 9.0:
Marginalised communities — Baloch,
Saraiki, Shia, Mohajirs — fueling
grievances and wearing down cohe-
sion.

Economic Decline 8.0: Low GDP
growth rates, population expansion
(2.7%), youth unemployment, invest-
ment dwindles, debt reaches Rs7.6 tril-
lion (BTI-2024 rank 112/137, very weak
country). Uneven Development 5.0:
Resources are monopolised by PakRaj
while public lacks basic health, edu-
cation and economic opportunities.
Brain Drain 5.5: Elite controls gainful
employment, middle classes stagnate,
masses stuck in menial jobs while
skilled manpower leaves country.

State Legitimacy 8.0: Severely
eroded by disputed elections, contra-
dictory court rulings and rushed leg-
islation. Public Services 7.6: Crumbling
infrastructure, strained public services,
limited social safety net. Human Rights
7.8: Marked by enforced disappear-
ances, media suppression, judicial de-
cay. (BTI labels Pakistan "hardline
autocracy" – Political Transformation
Index at 99/137).

Demographic Pressure 7.8: Un-
checked population growth (2.7%,
region's highest), rapid urban migra-
tion, especially into Karachi, threaten-
ing civic breakdown. IDPs and Refu-
gees 7.3: Refugees still burden state,
while flood-affected citizens remain
unsettled. External Intervention 8.4: Af-
ter last year shocking violence, it wors-
ened this year; so far 502 strikes leav-
ing 737 dead and 991 injured (PICSS
2025), while in June alone, there were
78 incidents – 100 killed and 189
wounded.

Unfortunately, grievances are
climbing "escalation ladder" toward
broader armed conflict in restive prov-
inces — fertile ground for exploitation
by India and others. Once again, exis-
tential threat comes from within, not
outside, weirdly reminiscent of East
Pakistan (1971).

Why? Because State (Legislature,
Government, Judiciary) is once more
failing its people, particularly in
troubled regions, where security op-
erations persist. Relabeling and em-
powerment of existing security appa-
ratus, apparently, is an admission that
use of force isn't working. Yet, it has
been made clear that restive areas will
be coerced into submission. Gaza — a
grim reminder of where such policies
lead.

What's needed are methodical ef-
forts by state to remedy root causes
through establishment of national
commissions for healing past wounds
and charting a new future for Jinnah's
Pakistan — based on Truth, Justice,
Equity and Reconciliation (as done in
South Africa, Brazil, Canada, Mo-
rocco). Sadly, state remains unrespon-
sive.
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BEFORE THE JUDGE BANKING COURT
QUETTA OFFICE AT DISTRICT COURT/KACHEHRY

SHARA-E-IQBAL QUETTA
               SUIT NO. 29/2025

Habib Bank Limited through its Manager,
Loralai Branch.         PLAINTIFF

VERSUS

         Abdul Raziq S/o Akhtar Muhammad.
         R/o: Shah Karez, P.O Loralai.
         CNIC: 56302-3849903-3. DEFENDANT

SUIT U/S 9 OF THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION (RECOVERY OF
FINANCES) ORDINANCE 2001 FOR RECOVERY RS: 902,787/78.
ALONG WITH INTREST, COST OF FUND AND COST OF SUIT.

NOTICE UNDER FORM IVAPPENDIX B OF C.P.C. 1908

Notice to: - The above noted defendants.

WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under section 9(5)
of the Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for RS: 902,787/78-.
balance of principal & interest/mark up/rent due to him of which copy can
be obtained from this court, on or, hereby summoned to obtain leave from
the court within 30 (thirty) days, from the service hereof to appear and
defend the suit, and within such time to cause an appearance to be entered
for you.

In the default whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any time after expira-
tion of such 30 (thirty) days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint.

Leave to appear may be obtained on an application to the court supported
by an affidavit or declaration showing that there is defense to the suit on
the merits, or i.e. if, it reasonable that you should be allowed to appear in the
suit. Date of hearing is 08-09-2025.

GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 05  day of August, 2025.

(SAIFULLAH KHAN)
                               Registrar

      Banking Court Quetta
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BEFORE THE JUDGE BANKING COURT
QUETTA OFFICE AT DISTRICT COURT/KACHEHRY

SHARA-E-IQBAL QUETTA
               SUIT NO. 30/2025

Habib Bank Limited through its Manager,
Pishin Branch.         PLAINTIFF

VERSUS

             Muhammad Sadiq S/o Haji Hamai.
              R/o: M.Sadiq Fruit-Farm Killi Bala Naganda Khanozai Bazar Pishin.
              CNIC No: 54302-6361736-3.      DEFENDANT

SUIT U/S 9 OF THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION (RECOVERY OF
FINANCES) ORDINANCE 2001 FOR RECOVERY RS: 2,814,639/63.
ALONG WITH INTREST, COST OF FUND AND COST OF SUIT.

NOTICE UNDER FORM IVAPPENDIX B OF C.P.C. 1908

Notice to:- The above noted defendants.

WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under section
9(5) of the Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for RS: 2,814,639/
63-. balance of principal & interest/mark up/rent due to him of which copy
can be obtained from this court, on or, hereby summoned to obtain leave
from the court within 30 (thirty) days, from the service hereof to appear and
defend the suit, and within such time to cause an appearance to be entered
for you.

In the default whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any time after expira-
tion of such 30 (thirty) days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint.

Leave to appear may be obtained on an application to the court supported
by an affidavit or declaration showing that there is defense to the suit on
the merits, or i.e. if, it reasonable that you should be allowed to appear in
the suit. Date of hearing is 08-09-2025.

GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 05  day of August, 2025.

(SAIFULLAH KHAN)
                               Registrar

      Banking Court Quetta
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BEFORE THE JUDGE BANKING COURT
QUETTA OFFICE AT DISTRICT COURT/KACHEHRY

SHARA-E-IQBAL QUETTA
               SUIT NO. 31/2025

Habib Bank Limited through its Manager,
Pishin Branch.         PLAINTIFF

VERSUS

       Imandad S/o Bor Muhammad.
       R/o: New Killi Surkhab Collage Colony Tehsil Pishin,
        CNIC No: 54303-2027883-5.       DEFENDANT

SUIT U/S 9 OF THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION (RECOVERY OF FI-
NANCES) ORDINANCE 2001 FOR RECOVERY RS: 1,737,702/89.
ALONG WITH INTREST, COST OF FUND AND COST OF SUIT,

NOTICE UNDER FORM IVAPPENDIX B OF C.P.C. 1908

Notice to:- The above noted defendants.

WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under section 9(5)
of the Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for RS: 1,737,702/89-
balance of principal & interest/mark up/rent due to him of which copy can
be obtained from this court, on or, hereby summoned to obtain leave from
the court within 30 (thirty) days, from the service hereof to appear and
defend the suit, and within such time to cause an appearance to be entered
for you.

In the default whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any time after expira-
tion of such 30 (thirty) days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint.

Leave to appear may be obtained on an application to the court supported
by an affidavit or declaration showing that there is defense to the suit on
the merits, or i.e. if, it reasonable that you should be allowed to appear in the
suit. Date of hearing is 08-09-2025.

GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 05  day of August, 2025.

(SAIFULLAH KHAN)
                               Registrar

      Banking Court Quetta
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Rahul Gandhi links Modi's silence on US
tariff threats to Adani probe

China, Pakistan ink MoU to establish Global
South Research Center

Meeting reviews arrangements for Afghan
refugees' repatriation

Pakistan, Oman enjoy
close relations based on
shared religion, culture

and values:
President Zardari

PESHAWAR (INP):
In light of the direc-
tives of the provincial
government, a meet-
ing regarding the repa-
triation of illegal Af-
ghan refugees was
held under the chair-
manship of Deputy
Commissioner (DC)
Charsadda, Dr.
Azmatullah Wazir.

The meeting re-
viewed arrangements
made for the repatria-
tion of Afghan refu-
gees. Besides, District
Police Officer (DPO)
Charsadda Waqas
Khan, Additional
Deputy Commis-

sioner (ADC)
Charsadda, and Assis-
tant Commissioner
(AC) Charsadda, the
representatives of
NADRA and other rel-
evant security agen-
cies, also attended.

On this occasion,
it was clarified to the
participants of the
meeting that all Proof
of Registration (POR)
and Afghan Citizenship
(ACC) card holder
refugees residing in the
country have been de-
clared illegal, after
which the Government
of Pakistan has de-
cided to send such Af-

ghan refugees back to
their country.

The participants
were told that all ar-
rangements have been
completed for the re-
patriation of such Af-
ghan refugees residing
in Charsadda, and in
this regard, commit-
tees have been
formed in the three
tehsils of the district
under the leadership of
the concerned Assis-
tant Commissioners.

These commit-
tees have been tasked
to ensure the voluntary
return of Afghan refu-
gees in collaboration

with their leaders in the
first phase.

In this regard,
Deputy Commissioner
Charsadda Dr.
Azmatullah Wazir
made it clear to all par-
ticipants that all illegal
Afghan refugees
should be returned to
their country with dig-
nity in the presence of
the police.

He made it clear
that all Afghan refu-
gees should be sent off
with dignity and re-
spect so that they take
home good traditions
and memories of hos-
pitality.

NEW DELHI (INP):
Congress leader and
Leader of Opposition in
the Lok Sabha, Rahul
Gandhi, has intensified
his criticism of Indian
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, linking the PM’s
silence over US Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s
recent tariff threats to an
ongoing American in-
vestigation into the
Adani Group.

Gandhi’s remarks
came after Trump said
India has not been a
good trading partner and
announced that he will
raise the tariffs on New
Delhi “very substan-
tially” over the next 24
hours because it is buy-
ing Russian oil.

In a post on X,

Gandhi wrote, “India,
please understand: The
reason PM Modi cannot
stand up to President
Trump despite his re-
peated threats is ongo-
ing US investigation into
Adani. One threat is to
expose financial links
between Modi, Adani,
and Russian oil deals.
Modi’s hands are tied,”
Gandhi wrote.

Rahul Gandhi and
other opposition leaders
have long accused the
Modi government of
favouring Gautam
Adani, pointing to a se-
ries of policy decisions
and state support that
have allegedly helped the
Adani Group expand its
influence across key
sectors. Photographs of

Modi and Adani to-
gether during official
foreign visits have fur-
ther fueled allegations of
cronyism.  The US De-
partment of Justice and
Securities and Exchange
Commission are investi-
gating the Adani Group
under the Foreign Cor-
rupt Practices Act. The
probe, which began in
2024, focuses on
whether the conglomer-
ate used offshore shell
companies to manipu-
late stock prices, launder
funds, and evade taxes.
These investigations
gained momentum after
a 2023 report by US-
based Hindenburg Re-
search accused Adani of
orchestrating one of the
largest corporate frauds

in history.
Trump recently reig-

nited the tariff debate,
saying that India is buy-
ing discounted Russian
oil and reselling it at a
profit on the global mar-
ket.  “India is not only
buying massive amounts
of Russian oil, they are
then selling it on the open
market for big profits.
Because of this, I will be
substantially raising the
tariff paid by India to the
USA,” Trump wrote on
his platform, Truth So-
cial. Recently, at a press
conference, Rahul Gandhi
accused the Modi gov-
ernment of making foreign
policy decisions that
serve private business
interests rather than na-
tional welfare.

ISLAMABAD  (INP):
China’s Soochow Uni-
versity Think Tank and
Pakistan’s Sustainable
Development Policy In-
stitute (SDPI) signed a
memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) to
jointly establish a Global
South Research Center.

It aimed at strength-
ening academic and
policy collaboration be-
tween China and Paki-
stan, China Economic
Net reported.

The center will also

serve as a platform for
research, academic ex-
change and policy dia-
logue on critical issues
facing the Global South,
with a focus on evi-
dence-based policy
analysis, practical rec-
ommendations and the
application of research
findings to support sus-
tainable development.

The partnership
aims to enhance both in-
stitutions’ contributions
to national strategies and
international develop-

ment initiatives.
Under the agree-

ment, the two sides will
promote knowledge
sharing, innovative re-
search and expanded in-
ternational cooperation.

They will also work
to advance policy re-
search with real-world
impact and foster aca-
demic and technological
exchanges between
China and Pakistan.

Key areas of col-
laboration include joint
research projects, high-

level academic ex-
changes, policy reports
and data integration.

The initiative re-
flects a shared commit-
ment to address global
challenges through en-
hanced research coop-
eration and cross-border
dialogue.

Represen ta t ives
from both institutions ex-
pressed confidence that
the center will contribute
valuable insights to
policymaking and global
discourse.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Ambassador of the Sul-
tanate of Oman to Paki-
stan Fahad Sulaiman
Khalaf Alkharusi
Wednesday called on
President Asif Al i
Zardari at Aiwan-e-Sadr
and discussed ways to
further promote bilateral
cooperation.  Both sides
underlined the need to
deepen relations for the
mutual benefit of the two
brotherly nations.

Speaking to the
Ambassador, the presi-
dent said that Pakistan
and Oman enjoy close
fraternal relations based
on shared religion, cul-
ture and values. He em-
phasized that enhanced
interaction at the leader-
ship level would further
strengthen the cordial
ties between the two
countries.

The president high-
lighted the importance
of expanding trade and
economic cooperation,

saying that Pakistan is
keen to increase bilateral
trade and investment in
areas such as information
technology, construc-
tion, healthcare, food se-
curity, and energy.

He stressed that
government-to-govern-
ment engagement would
encourage robust pri-
vate-sector collabora-
tion, thereby boosting
trade and investment be-
tween the two nations.

President Zardari
expressed his gratitude
to Oman for supporting
Pakistan’s candidature as
a non-permanent mem-
ber of the UN Security
Council for 2025-2026.

He also appreciated
Oman for hosting over
400,000 members of the
Pakistani diaspora, who
not only contribute to
Oman’s development but
also act as a vital bridge
of friendship between
the two brotherly coun-
tries.

No military
operation or
displacement
taking place

in tribal
districts: Saif

PESHAWAR (INP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Information Adviser
Barrister Saif clarified
that no military opera-
tion or displacement is
currently taking place in
the tribal districts.
Speaking to the media
he said that Chief Min-
ister Ali Amin Gandapur
has held consultations
with tribal elders to main-
tain peace in the region.
Barrister Saif rejected
the criticism being lev-
elled at the Chief Minis-
ter regarding opera-
tions, calling it baseless.
He stressed that any fu-
ture decisions will be
made with the involve-
ment and advice of the
tribal people.

He urged all politi-
cal groups to support
the government in its ef-
forts to eliminate terror-
ism, warning that turn-
ing peace efforts into
political point-scoring
was unfair to the nation.
Barrister Saif further
stated that armed
struggle against the
state falls under rebel-
lion.

 Imran Khan announces countrywide
strke on August 14

RAWALPINDI  (INP):
Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) founder
Imran Khan has called
on the public to take to
the streets on August 14
to demand “true free-
dom,” condemning
what he described as an
unlawful and oppres-
sive system.

Speaking through
family members after a
meeting at Rawalpindi’s
Adiala Jail, Imran Khan
also declared that no
new candidates would
be nominated to replace
the PTI leaders who
were disqualified, as he
considers those dis-
qualifications illegal and
unjust.

Aleema Khan, who
met him along with their

sister Uzma Khan, spoke
to the media afterwards.
She said it was a bless-
ing that their meeting
with Imran Khan and his
wife, Bushra Bibi, had
taken place, and that the
sisters had waited out-
side the prison together.

Aleema revealed
that Imran Khan had in-
quired about his
children’s possible return
to Pakistan and ex-
pressed satisfaction over
recent protests, praising
the people for taking to
the streets despite state
oppression.

According to her,
Imran Khan was pleased
to learn that citizens in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
and Punjab had shown
strong participation in

the demonstrations. He
paid tribute to the nation
and compared the cur-
rent repression to even
more severe than that
under past dictators.

Imran Khan report-
edly said: “Yahya Khan
divided the country to
retain power—today,
we’re again being
pushed toward a similar
fate. Media is gagged,
and if we want real free-
dom, we must stand up
now.” He made no com-
plaints about the treat-
ment he personally
faced in jail, Aleema
said, but he firmly reit-
erated his call for pro-
tests on August 14, as-
serting that rule of law
no longer exists in the
country. He urged PTI

leaders not to fear arrests
or imprisonment.

Additionally, Imran
Khan has sent a clear
message to the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa govern-
ment, demanding an im-
mediate halt to ongoing
operations in the prov-
ince. He emphasised that
actions against their own
people only fuel resent-
ment against the party.

He advised that con-
flict resolution should be
pursued through tradi-
tional jirgas (tribal coun-
cils), not force. Address-
ing Chief Minister Ali
Amin Gandapur, Khan
warned that if the govern-
ment cannot stop the op-
eration, the CM must se-
riously reconsider his
next steps.

QUETTA:  Shiekh Wilayat Hussian Jafferi head of  Balochistan Shia Conference and MWM.

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of the Sultanate of Oman to Pakistan, Fahad Sulaiman Khalaf Al Kharusi
called on President Asif Ali Zardari at Aiwan-e-Sadr.
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Pakistan-China breakthrough in Agricul-
tural Research Wins Praise

Pakistan Army rejects rumours about Field
Marshal Asim Munir becoming President

Omar Ayub, Shibli and Zartaj Gul approach
PHC in connection with May 9 riots

PESHAWAR (INP): Senior
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) leaders Omar Ayub,
Shibli Faraz, and Zartaj Gul
have all approached the
Peshawar High Court (PHC)
in response to legal actions
taken against them in connec-
tion with the May 9 riots.

According to reports, the
three PTI leaders, facing simi-
lar terrorism-related convic-
tions and political disqualifica-
tion, are seeking relief through
the judicial system.

Omar Ayub and Shibli
Faraz have filed petitions chal-
lenging their disqualification by
the Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP).

Both PTI leaders argued
that the ECP removed them
from their parliamentary seats
without giving them a fair hear-
ing. Shibli Faraz, a sitting PTI
senator, was sentenced to 10
years in prison by an Anti-Ter-
rorism Court (ATC), after
which his Senate membership
was revoked.

Omar Ayub was also
denotified from the National
Assembly under similar cir-
cumstances. In their joint plea,
they requested the court to
declare the ECP decision un-
constitutional and void.

Simultaneously, Zartaj Gul
has filed a protective bail ap-
plication to avoid immediate

arrest. She was also sentenced
to 10 years imprisonment in
absentia by the ATC
Faisalabad.

In her petition, Zartaj Gul
stated she intends to appeal the
conviction in the Lahore High
Court, and requires protective
bail to do so without being de-
tained.

The three PTI leaders are
contesting similar charges
stemming from anti-terrorism
cases, with convictions that
have led to disqualifications and
risk of arrest.

All petitions have been sub-
mitted to the Peshawar High
Court, with urgent hearings re-
quested.

ISLAMABAD (INP): In a
breakthrough gaining interna-
tional attention, scientists from
Pakistan and China have un-
veiled a new hybrid rice
seed—PU786—that has the
potential to triple per-acre
yields. The innovation is set to
revolutionize Pakistan’s agri-
cultural sector and significantly
improve food security, Gwadar
Pro reported on Wednesday.

Developed jointly by
Punjab University (PU) and
China’s Wuhan University,
PU786 increases yields from
approximately 1,600 kg to
5,600 kg per acre.

What makes it especially
promising is its resistance to
heat, pests, and bacterial dis-
eases—critical traits for farm-
ers facing climate-related chal-
lenges in Pakistan.

“PU786 isn’t just a rice
seed—it’s a seed of prosper-
ity, innovation, and food sover-
eignty. From 1,600 kg to 5,600
kg per acre—that’s a game
changer for Pakistani agricul-
ture,” said a local farmer leader
following the announcement.

PU786 is Pakistan’s first-
ever Honglian-type hybrid rice,
the result of over a decade of
collaborative research and field
trials conducted across all four

provinces.
The initiative was led by

Prof. Dr. Muhammad Ashfaq,
Chair of PU’s Department of
Plant Breeding and Genetics,
in partnership with Dr.
Muhammad Ali Klasra and
Chinese experts including
Prof. Renshan Zhu, Dr.
Xianting Wu, and Mr. Xu from
Wuhan University.

After rigorous testing and
technical evaluations, the Pa-
kistan Agricultural Research
Council (PARC) officially ap-
proved PU786 for nationwide
use. “This is a big deal,” wrote
one agricultural expert on so-
cial media. “A seed like PU786
that boosts yields and with-
stands heat and pests? That’s
a total game-changer for farm-
ers in Pakistan. Big props to
the teams at Punjab and
Wuhan. That’s years of hard
work paying off.”

Another citizen posted,
“Thank you, China, for sup-
porting Pakistan—not just in
defense, but in development
and food security too!”

According to Dr. Ashfaq,
PU786 does more than in-
crease yields—it also opens
doors for scientific collabora-
tion, research exchange, and
agricultural exports.

“This breakthrough isn’t
just about rice. It’s about re-
search-driven progress that
benefits farmers, strengthens
our economy, and enhances
food security for millions,” he
said.

In addition to boosting crop
production, the new seed is
expected to improve local nu-
trition and strengthen
Pakistan’s position in the glo-
bal rice market, especially in
Asia.

“Rice is fundamental in
Asia. Every country should
treat it as a priority—it’s one
of our most essential needs,”
noted a policy analyst.

While the innovation has
been widely praised for its pro-
ductivity and climate resilience,
experts say future efforts
should focus on combining
yield gains with quality. Paki-
stani rice—especially
Basmati—is globally prized for
its aroma, grain length, and fla-
vor.

Analysts stress that ongo-
ing research should aim to in-
tegrate these premium traits
into high-yield hybrids like
PU786 to help Pakistan main-
tain its competitive edge and
meet growing global demand
for high-quality rice.

RAWALPINDI (INP): The Pa-
kistan Army has rejected rumors
about Field Marshal Syed Asim
Munir becoming president.

Director General of army
media wing ISPR, Lieutenant
General Ahmed Sharif
Chaudhry, in an exclusive inter-
view with The Economist, dis-
missed the reports of Field Mar-
shal Munir becoming president
as false.

Lt Gen Chaudhry stated
categorically that Field Marshal
Munir has never shown inter-
est in ascendency to the presi-
dency. "No such proposal is
under consideration,” he con-
tinued

“These claims are irrespon-
sible and purely fictional. Drag-
ging the military into politics is

dangerous and misleading,” he
added.

The Pakistan Army’s
spokesperson also rejected po-
litical analyses made after the
recent military operation (re-
ferred to as "Ma’rakah-e-Haq"
– Battle for Truth).

When The Economist asked
General Chaudhry what
Pakistan’s response would be to
any Indian military action, he
gave a clear and firm reply:

“If India attacks, this time
we will start from the east.

The response will begin
with a deep strike inside India.”
He said that India needs to un-
derstand that they can be tar-
geted anywhere.

It may be recalled that In-
dian rumour machines started

circulating news that Field Mar-
shal Munir would soon take
over Pakistan as president.

The Indian media frenzy
was based on an article in the
British magazine The Economist
published on August 3, in which
Field Marshal Munir’s leader-
ship qualities were acknowl-
edged for “giving a new direc-
tion to US-Pakistan relations”
and his private meeting with
President Donald Trump at the
White House on June 18.

Pakistan Army chief Field
Marshal Syed Asim Munir’s
leadership has been acknowl-
edged at the global level for his
role in improving the country
image in the comity of nations
and “strengthening ties with the
United States.”

Balochistan Speeds Up Strategic Projects to
Boost Development and Public Services

Qaseem Shah:
QUETTA: Chief Secretary
Balochistan Shakeel Qadir Khan
has directed all provincial depart-
ments to fast-track key strategic
projects aimed at transforming in-
frastructure, improving public ser-
vices, and ensuring long-term sta-
bility in the province.

Chairing a meeting of the Sec-
retaries Committee, the Chief Sec-
retary emphasized that the initia-
tives are designed to accelerate
economic growth while enhanc-
ing the quality of life for citizens.

He highlighted major under-
takings such as expanding road
networks, installing solar sys-
tems, activating 164 Basic Health
Units (BHUs), opening 1,200
schools (555 of which are ready),
implementing the Safe City Project
in eight cities, and establishing
meat packaging plants along with
fruit and vegetable markets.

The construction of addi-
tional classrooms in 3,000 schools
and improvements in municipal
services, clean drinking water sup-
ply, and urban development also
remain top priorities.

He instructed officers to re-
main at their posts to address
public issues swiftly, warning that
absenteeism hampers service de-
livery. The meeting also reviewed
measures to ensure the timely
completion of development
projects so citizens can benefit
from improved government facili-
ties.

NA adopts resolution reaffirming Pakistan’s
historic, unwavering support for Palestinians

ISLAMABAD  (INP): The Na-
tional Assembly on Wednesday
adopted a resolution reaffirming
Pakistan’s historic and unwaver-
ing support for the Palestinian
people and their struggle for free-
dom, dignity and justice.

The resolution, moved by
PPP lawmaker Shazia Marri, ex-
pressed deep concern over the
continuing and escalating Israeli
military aggression in Gaza, which
has resulted in the killing of civil-
ians and widespread destruction
of homes and infrastructure.

It strongly condemned recent
statements and actions by Israeli
authorities indicating plans for the
long-term occupation of Gaza,
forced displacement of its popu-

lation, and attempts to erase the
Palestinian identity of the terri-
tory.  The resolution also de-
nounced the use of starvation,
siege, and collective punishment
as tools of war, emphasizing that
these acts constitute war crimes
under international law. The
House called upon the United
Nations and the international
community to fulfill their moral
and legal responsibilities by tak-
ing immediate and concrete steps
to end Israeli military aggression
in Gaza, ensure the protection of
civilians, and guarantee unhin-
dered delivery of humanitarian
assistance.   It further urged that
the occupying power be held ac-
countable for war crimes and

crimes against humanity, and that
the Palestinian people be sup-
ported in their quest for justice and
self-determination.

The resolution also urged the
government to continue to raise
its voice for the Palestinian cause
at all international forums, includ-
ing the United Nations and the
Organization of Islamic Coopera-
tion (OIC).

In another resolution, moved
by Syeda Nosheen Iftikhar of Pa-
kistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N), the House urged the fed-
eral government to strengthen the
legal framework to ensure strict
punishment for unauthorized
video recording, cyber harass-
ment, and digital defamation.

The session was attended by
senior officials including Board of
Revenue Senior Member Qambar
Dashti , CMIT Chairman
Muhammad Ali Kakar, Additional
Chief Secretary (Development)
Zahid Saleem, Additional Chief
Secretary (Home) Hamza
Shafqaat, and all provincial secre-
taries.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Plannig Development and Special Initiatives, Prof. Ahsan Iqbal
addressing the launching ceremony of 7th Agricultural Census.

ISLAMABAD:  A group photo of Chairman PM Youth Program Rana Mashood Federal Minister for
Education, Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui, Provincial Education Minister Blaochistan Raheela Hameed
Durrani and others pose for group photo after a meeting regarding Students Laptop Scheme.

ISLAMABAD: Japanese Ambassador Akamatsu Shuichi calls on Special Assistant to the Prime
Minister Haroon Akhtar Khan in Ministry of Industries and Production.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting to review progress
regarding Jinnah Medical Complex.

Heavy rainfall
inundates low

lying areas
of Capital,
Rawalpindi

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Low lying areas of the
federal capital and ad-
joining Rawalpindi were
inundated due to inter-
mittent heavy rainfall on
Wednesday with
streams fed by water
flowing from the
Margalla Hills over-
flowed.

As a result of the
flooding, water entered
homes in Bara Kahu,
Chak Shahzad, and other
areas.

In New Chatha
Bakhtawar, streets and
roads were inundated.

Rescue teams from
the Capital Develop-
ment Authority (CDA)
and the National Disas-
ter Management Au-
thority (NDMA) have
reached the affected ar-
eas, and rescue opera-
tions are ongoing. With
the help of volunteers,
women,

the elderly, and in-
fants are being shifted
to safe locations.


