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ISPR Releases New Patriotic
Anthem for Independence Day

The Inter-Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR) has unveiled a pow-
erful new national song, “Jaan Se
Pyara Pakistan,” to mark Indepen-
dence Day and honor the spirit of
Marka-e-Haq. This stirring anthem
reflects the nation’s deep love for
its homeland while celebrating the
valor, readiness, and dedication
of the Pakistan Army. It also de-

livers a strong message of peace,
harmony, and unity among all
faiths across the country.

The launch coincides with
the recent success of Operation
Bunyan-un Marsoos, further
strengthening the message of re-
silience and solidarity.

A tribute to our heroes, our
unity, and our beloved Pakistan.

Pakistan’s First Electric Urban Train
Completes Trial Run in Lahore

Punjab Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif supervised the trial
journey of the Super Autonomous
Rapid Transit (SART) — an elec-
tric train system designed for ur-
ban mobility. The pilot run cov-
ered the route from Ali Town to
Muslim Town in Lahore.

Developed by Norinco, this

environment-friendly, 3-car train
can accommodate up to 320 pas-
sengers and is capable of travel-
ing 40 kilometers on a single
charge. The project marks a step
forward in sustainable public
transport for the region.

?? Image is AI-generated and
for illustrative purposes only.

State Minister for Interior Talal Chaudhry
rules out any fresh operation in KP

Flash flood warning issued in GB,
AJK amid heavy rains forecast

Four tier service system: A milestone
towards uplifting Agriculture department

People’s Train Service to Link Sariab and Kuchlak: Balochistan Govt
and Pakistan Railways Join Hands for Affordable Public Transport

Staff Reporter:
QUETTA: In a landmark develop-
ment for public transportation in
Balochistan, the provincial gov-
ernment and Pakistan Railways
have agreed to initiate a low-cost
and efficient commuter train ser-
vice between Sariab and Kuchlak.
This move aims to ease travel for
the people of Quetta and sur-
rounding areas, while promoting
economic activity through im-
proved connectivity.

The decision was made dur-
ing a high-level meeting chaired
by Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti in Quetta on Thurs-
day. Senior provincial and railway
officials were present to discuss
technical, operational, and finan-
cial aspects of the proposed train
service.

According to government
sources, the plan is to roll out the
People’s Train Service within the

next six months. Initial technical
surveys and consultations have
already been completed.

The provincial government
has decided to source locomo-
tives and passenger coaches di-
rectly from Pakistan Railways to
ensure seamless integration and
timely execution.

During the meeting, Chief
Minister Bugti held a telephonic
conversation with Federal Minis-
ter for Railways Muhammad Hanif
Abbasi, who assured full support
from the federal side. Abbasi con-
firmed that Pakistan Railways
would provide the necessary en-
gines, coaches, and technical as-
sistance within six months to get
the service up and running. He
also appreciated the chief
minister’s efforts to modernize
transportation in the province and
reiterated the federal
government’s commitment to

Balochistan’s development.
Speaking to officials, CM

Bugti emphasized that the new
train service is designed not only
to offer safe and affordable travel
but also to open new opportuni-
ties for employment, small busi-
nesses, and regional connectiv-
ity.

“This initiative will be a game
changer for urban and suburban
mobility. Our government is fully
committed to delivering quality
services,

and I will personally monitor
the progress to avoid any unnec-
essary delays,” he said.

The meeting featured com-
prehensive briefings on various
aspects of the project including
rail infrastructure, station devel-
opment, safety protocols, ticket-
ing systems, and a sustainable
operational model. Officials high-
lighted that the initiative would

mark a major step forward in im-
proving intra-city transport and
reducing traffic congestion on
Quetta’s roads.

Among those who attended
the meeting were Parliamentary
Secretary for Transport Mir
Liaquat Ali Lehri, Chief Secretary
Shakeel Qadir Khan,

Additional Chief Secretary
Planning & Development Zahid
Saleem, Finance Secretary Imran
Zarkoon, Transport Secretary
Hayat Khan Kakar, Principal Sec-
retary to CM Babar Khan, Divi-
sional Superintendent Railways
Quetta Imran Khan, and other rel-
evant department heads.

This project is expected to be
a pilot model for future railway-
based urban transport solutions
across Balochistan, as the prov-
ince aims to integrate modern in-
frastructure with local mobility
needs.

Mobile Internet Services Suspended for Second Day Across
Quetta and Balochistan

Syed Ali Shah:
QUETTA: Mobile internet ser-
vices remained suspended across
Quetta and several other districts
of Balochistan for the second
consecutive day, leaving resi-
dents frustrated and digitally cut
off.

The unannounced suspen-
sion has disrupted daily life, par-
ticularly affecting students,
healthcare professionals, and
those working in the media and
freelance sectors.

Despite widespread disrup-
tion, no official statement has
been issued by the federal or pro-
vincial government. However,
sources suggest that the black-
out is linked to security concerns,
citing a “potential threat” as the
reason behind the shutdown.

Ali Muhammad, a school-
teacher from Nawan Killi, said, “I
haven’t been able to check on my
students or access online re-
sources. Everything is on hold.”

Zareen Khan, a final-year stu-
dent from Sariab, shared, “I had
an online test scheduled today,
but with no internet, I missed it
entirely. Who will take responsi-
bility?”

Syra Atta, a health worker,
added, “We rely on mobile apps
to track patient data and medicine
availability. This suspension is
damaging.”

With businesses, education,
and healthcare systems increas-
ingly reliant on digital infrastruc-
ture, many are demanding clarity
from the government and immedi-
ate restoration of services.

Balochistan Health Minister Launches Attack on ‘Mafias’ Blocking
Reforms, Vows to Prioritize Patients

Health Desk:
QUETTA: Balochistan
Health Minister Bakht
Muhammad Kakar came down
hard on what he referred to as
“mafias” within the health sec-
tor during a strongly worded
press conference aimed at ex-
posing resistance to the
government’s reform
initiatives.Buy vitamins and
supplements Without naming
any specific organization, the
minister revealed that certain
elements are resisting the in-
stallation of Artificial Intelli-
gence (AI) cameras designed
to ensure staff attendance and
transparency in hospitals. “For
the last three months, we’ve
been asking them to appear on
camera. Their refusal means
something is fishy. They are
deceiving the public,” Kakar
said.

He added that the courts
themselves had identified these
groups as mafias, yet they con-
tinue to obstruct efforts aimed
at reviving critical hospital

functions. “We have revived
ICUs, operationalized opera-
tion theatres, and ensured con-
sistent medicine supply. Still,
they use vulgar language and
try to defame us — but we are
not afraid.”

 The minister emphasized
that the real priority is the pa-
tient, and nothing will derail the
government’s commitment to

improving healthcare services
across Balochistan. “Let them
shout; we will continue our
journey.”

Present during the press
conference were Shahid Rind
, spokesperson for the Govern-
ment of Balochistan, Mujeeb
ur Rehman Panizai, Secretary
of Health Balochistan, and
other officials.

Nashad Baloch:

Explosion Near
Railway Track in
Sibi, Balochistan
SIBI: An explosion occurred

near the railway track close to Sibi
Railway Station shortly after the
Jaffar Express passed by, local
police reported on Wednesday.

Fortunately, no casualties
have been reported in the inci-
dent. The blast took place mo-
ments after the passenger train
traveling from Punjab had cleared
the area.

Following the explosion, se-
curity forces swiftly cordoned off
the site and launched a search
operation. Law enforcement offi-
cials and bomb disposal

teams are currently inspect-
ing the area to determine the na-
ture and cause of the blast.

Authorities have yet to issue
an official statement on whether
the incident is suspected to be an
act of sabotage or an accident.

Pakistani Ambassador’s Lanzhou
Visit: Emphasis on Expanding
Pakistan-China Cooperation

Xinhua News
LANZHOU — Pakistan’s Ambas-
sador to China, Khalil Hashmi,
during his recent visit to Lanzhou,
emphasized strengthening the
longstanding Pakistan-China
friendship and expanding coop-
eration across multiple sectors.

Ambassador Hashmi re-
marked that he had returned to
Lanzhou after 17 years and was
pleasantly surprised by the city’s
significant and positive transfor-
mation. He highlighted the deep
cultural and educational ties be-
tween Gansu Province and Paki-
stan and stressed the potential for
expanding collaboration in tech-
nical education, agriculture, pet-
rochemicals, minerals, and new
energy sectors.

Advancements in Education,
Research, and Technology

The visit began at Lanzhou
University, one of the oldest mod-
ern universities in Northwest
China. The university has estab-
lished strong academic ties with
various Pakistani institutions, in-
cluding Abbottabad University of

Science and Technology and the
University of Peshawar, through
academic exchanges, joint re-
search, and faculty and student
programs.

Ambassador Hashmi ex-
pressed particular interest in plas-
tic film mulching technology,
which helps retain soil moisture
and store rainwater while offering
high efficiency at low cost. He
hoped this technology would
soon be introduced in Pakistan to
benefit local farmers.

CPEC and Prospects for Co-
operation with Western China

The Ambassador underlined
Pakistan’s strategic location at the
crossroads of South, Central, and
West Asia, making it a natural trade
corridor. He emphasized that en-
hanced cooperation with western
Chinese regions would
strengthen trade and logistics ties
and further reinforce the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC). According to recent data,
bilateral trade between Gansu and
Pakistan reached 624 million yuan
in the first half of 2025.
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Quetta-Karachi Highway
Upgrade: Timely Action and Strong

Leadership Key to Success
Editorial:
The federal
government’s recent an-
nouncement to upgrade
the Quetta-Karachi (N-
25) Highway to
motorway standards
marks a significant de-
velopment for
Balochistan.

Long known for its
hazardous conditions,
this vital route has long
demanded urgent atten-
tion to improve safety
and efficiency.

Yet, while the deci-
sion is a welcome step, it
is crucial that the govern-
ment now prioritizes a
clear and realistic
timeline for the project’s
execution.

Past experiences in
Balochistan show that
many major infrastruc-
ture projects have either

faced indefinite delays
or remained incomplete.

Providing specific
deadlines and mile-
stones will not only en-
hance transparency but
also rebuild public trust
and ensure accountabil-
ity. Credit must also be
given to Balochistan
Chief Minister Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti, whose
consistent advocacy at
the federal level has
played a vital role in
moving this long-stand-
ing demand forward.

His engagement
with national authorities
reflects a results-driven
leadership style, focused
on securing tangible
benefits for the prov-
ince.

Importantly, the
government’s decision
to redirect funds saved

from declining global oil
prices towards this high-
way upgrade demon-
strates fiscal prudence
and a commitment to
public welfare.

Using these re-
sources for critical infra-
structure like the Quetta-
Karachi Highway is a
strategic move that
aligns national savings
with regional needs.

In summary, upgrad-
ing the Quetta-Karachi
Highway is a transforma-
tive initiative—but one
that demands a clear
roadmap and transparent
execution.

With strong leader-
ship and timely action,
this project could finally
bring long-awaited
progress to
Balochistan’s infrastruc-
ture landscape.

No room for complacency

Two things to beware

Sandy Eldorado

Peace and justice

By Inam Ul Haque:

Pakistan — between Beijing
and Washington

Something unexpected happened

after Indian Operation Sindoor and
Pakistan's agile response through
Operation Bunyan Marsus.
The four-day skirmish left India red-
faced despite its massive media on-
slaught, projecting the outcome as
victory. President Trump took credit
for the ceasefire, duly acknowledged
by Pakistan, while an egotistic India
still refuses to accept foreign interlo-
cution. Then, on August 1, 2025, Presi-
dent Trump slapped a punitive 25%
tariffs on India, letting Pakistan off with
a relatively benign 19%. Earlier Trump
had feted out Field Marshal Asim in
the White House. He announced a
massive trade deal with Pakistan on
July 30.

Cumulatively, the cited develop-
ments bring Pakistan back into rel-
evance, and business with the West
Plus, re-hyphenate it with India, de-
bunk the massive Indian propaganda
to paint Pakistan as 'Terroristan', and
open new vistas for Islamabad. How-
ever, this closeness with the US again,
to some analysts, is at the cost of Pak-
China friendship.

First Islamabad and Beijing. Two
statements on August 1 — one from
Foreign Office and the other from ISPR
— clearly articulated the special na-
ture of Pak-China friendship in con-
text. Foreign Office spokesperson em-
phatically highlighted the decades-old
strategic partnership with Beijing, not-
withstanding Islamabad's relations
with other countries.

And perhaps for the first time,
GHQ celebrated the 98th founding
anniversary of China's People's Lib-
eration Army on August 1 with a dig-
nified ceremony attended by high-
ranking Chinese officials. Chinese Am-
bassador Jiang Zaidong was the chief
guest.

The Middle Kingdom conducts
its foreign relations in a very matured,
measured and deliberate manner. One
remembers being part of a delegation
led by the Chairman Joint Chief of Staff
Committee, wherein bilateral exercise
between both air forces was being dis-
cussed. When Pakistan had to remove
the US-supplied F-16s from the
planned manoeuvres at some later
hours, the Chinese Defence Minister,
Mr Lee Quang Li was extremely con-
ciliatory to address the embarrass-
ment.

Chinese relations do not come
with geo-strategic caveats. They os-
tensibly believe in 'harmony' and are
sensitive to other nations' imperatives
and compulsions. So, any closeness
with the US is not, will not and should
not come at the cost of Pak-China bi-
lateralism, brotherhood and benevo-
lence.

Second, the conduct of the Pak-
US relations. Since partnership against
communism in the US-led SEATO,
CENTO, GWOT, Islamabad has tradi-
tionally remained closer to the US, pro-
viding back-channel support to the
1971 Sino-US détente. Pakistan's mili-
tary benefited particularly from the US
hardware, doctrine and training. Our
cantonments in Kharian, Multan and
Gujranwala got infrastructure support
from Washington. However, from geo-
strategic partnership, Pakistan was
later relegated to relative obscurity by
Trump 1.0 and Biden Administrations,
thanks partly to the pervasive Indian
influence traditionally on the US
policy apparatus.

Trump 2.0 is more transactional,
upending the traditional US geo-stra-
tegic construct and hence the puni-
tive tariffs on India, and favour with
Pakistan. Pakistan has, reportedly, the
fourth largest hydrocarbon reserves
along its coast. It must have been the
size of these reserves that sparked
President Trump's comment on X/
Truth Social — "We are in the pro-
cess of choosing the oil company that
will lead this Partnership. Who knows,

maybe they'll [Pakistan] be selling Oil
to India one day."

This is an unsettling discovery for
Pakistan/region and good business for
the US energy giant ExxonMobil that
'might' bid for and undertake offshore
drilling.

Any US company doing explora-
tion would automatically ensure secu-
rity of the operation. The growing Pak-
US counterterrorism cooperation and
mutual alignment over Afghanistan are
also likely to cement bilateral ties, with
China benefitting from a secure re-
gional environment.

 Under the last PTI government,
ExxonMobil, then undertaking off-
shore exploration, was not allowed
access to an additional area in Kekra
field. Pakistan 'expects' ExxonMobil to
come back as negotiations move for-
ward.

More recently, Pakistan also inked
an agreement to import US crude with
first shipment expected in October.
While earlier, Washington had refused
to export LNG to Pakistan, given joint
ventures between the US and Indian
companies, implying Islamabad to go
through New Delhi.

Today the US Exim Bank is inter-
ested in providing capital to the stalled
Reko Diq copper and gold mining
project. American companies are mull-
ing joint ventures with Pakistani firms
to tap Pakistan's mineral sector, with
an estimated potential of $ 8trillion.
And GB, KP and Balochistan have
substantial deposits of rare earths.
Additionally, Pakistan's bitcoin policy
also interests Trump personally. All
this fits his economic outlook.

Third, Pakistan's delicate diplo-
matic balancing. In a meeting with the
Afghan acting Ambassador in
Islamabad last year, Ambassador
Sardar Ahmed Shakeeb mentioned that
IEA leadership was very impressed
with the way Pakistan handled its re-
lations with America.

As per an Indian analyst ,
Biswanath Bhattacharya, Islamabad
has perfected 'balancing contradic-
tions so deftly that even gravity seems
to look on in admiration'. Despite be-
ing tethered economically and strate-
gically to China, Islamabad is able to
carve an advantage from a transac-
tional, mercurial and unpredictable
Trump White House, under the over-
all environment of Sino-US hostility.
From being a vanguard nation in the
Chinese BRI through CPEC, Pakistan
not only secured a deal for American
oil investment, but it also earned pub-
lic endorsement from President Trump.

In the last fiscal year, Pakistan's
exports to the US stood at $6 billion,
against $2.4 billion worth of imports.
The ensuing surplus of $3.7 billion was
worrying for President Trump. How-
ever, Pakistan under the new 19% tar-
iff is still at relative advantage, com-
pared to India's 25%, Bangladesh's
20%, Iraq's 35%, Vietnam's 20% and
19% for Malaysia, Thailand and Indo-
nesia. Pakistan, in trade negotiations,
secured duty-free access to over 4,100
American products.

Avoiding bloc politics, Pakistan's
diplomatic work endears it today to the
world powers — China, the US and
Russia — increasingly through its
geo-strategic relevance, and gutsy and
matured dealings with a bellicose and
arrogant India. Islamabad's foreign
service understands that 'survival and
prosperity depend on cultivating rela-
tionships with all major players'. It has
been able to balance the dictates of
BRI/CPEC through increasing coop-
eration with the US on Afghanistan,
counterterrorism, and now, potentially
on minerals, oil and gas.

The oil deal marks a watershed in
exploiting Pakistan's untapped hydro-
carbons with American money and
technology. These "fourth largest"
reserves would catapult Pakistan from
energy import to export, rewriting the
region's geo-economics.

Kashmir, Khan
and echoes of

betrayed
promises
August 5 has come

to symbolise two distinct
narratives in Pakistan.
For supporters of Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) — which now rep-
resents an overwhelming
majority of the popula-
tion, thanks to the
establishment's relent-
less and illogical rivalry
with Imran Khan — it
marks the second anni-
versary of their leader's
incarceration.

At the official level,
however, the day is com-
memorated in solidarity
with the people of Indian-
occupied Kashmir,
whose semi-autonomous
status and special rights
were stripped following
the abrogation of Ar-
ticles 370 and 35-A of the
Indian constitution.

Yet, one suspects
that most Pakistanis are
aware of the constitu-
tional intricacies affect-
ing Kashmiris. Given the
mass exodus from Paki-
stan and the alarming rise
in poverty, it's under-
standable why many
would hesitate to wish
the same fate upon
Kashmiris — being ab-
sorbed into a nation de-
liberately kept broken
and dysfunctional by its
ruling elite.  The condi-
tion of those living in
Pakistan-administered
Azad Kashmir is, per-
haps, evidence enough
of this grim reality.

 In 2018, PTI
emerged as one of
Pakistan's most popular
political parties.

Stop raising
sacrifices
This picks up where

my earlier piece 'Born
unwelcome' left off. Af-
ter the unwelcome birth
of a girl comes her next
unforgivable crime: the
right to be educated. And
what a crime it is!

There are all kinds
of parents. Some don't
even toy with the idea of
educating their daugh-
ters. A boy is born and
before his umbilical cord
is cut, he's already a fu-
ture doctor or a
shaandaar pilot — even
if he ends up pushing a
vendor cart with one
hand and a dream long
dead in the other. Still,
he's called a qismat ka
maara while the girl never
even gets a foot in the
door.

Some refuse to edu-
cate her out of spite, un-
able to stomach her en-
riching someone else's
home one day. After all,
why pour into a cup that
others will drink from?

Some school her
until the first financial
bump — that's when the
axe falls on her educa-
tion.  Never mind if she's
in matric or doing a
master's, her dreams are
the first to be axed,
shelved, forgotten.

Stories of
 terrorism
I was once a gradu-

ate student in a Texas
university and later for a
brief period of time a PhD
candidate here at the
University of Houston.
During lectures and dis-
cussion sessions in
class, every time the is-
sue of terrorism would
come up, people sort of
paid attention to what I
had to say because the
killing of Osama bin
Laden had just hap-
pened a few years ago.
And everyone knew that
I was from Pakistan. The
leading newspapers at
the time dedicated an
enormous amount of
space to stories of terror-
ism, Taliban, Al Qaeda,
and so forth mostly hav-
ing a connection with
Pakistan.

While that reporting
has died down with time,
what has rather emerged
recently is the most bi-
zarre and direct connec-
tion that terrorism always
has had with either the
CIA or the FBI.

By Imran Jan:

By Syed Namdar
Ali Shah:

Durdana Najam

Four tier service system: A milestone
towards uplifting Agriculture department

Balochistan Agricul-

ture Officers are highly
obliged to Chief Minster
Balochistan Mir Abdul
Quddus Bizenjo, Minis-
ter Agriculture, Mir
Asad Ullah Baloch, Sec-
retary

 Agriculture Mr.
Umeed Ali  kokar,
Balochistan Agriculture
Officers Association’s
president Dr Qasim
Kakar, General Secretary
Shakeel Zehri and all oth-
ers that rendered efforts
in the approval of the
Four Tier system.

Hopefully the said

service structure may di-
minish the prevailing
frustrations amongst the
agriculture officers.

This will boost the
performance of agricul-
ture  department

This may increase
the performance of the
overall agriculture de-
partment. Currently agri-
culture is the least privi-
leged department of the
province though major
segment of the popula-
tion is directly or indi-
rectly dependent upon
the agriculture. Agricul-
ture must be given due
respect and importance

for the survival of the
masses.

The longtime lin-
gering demand of Four
Tier Service Structure is
the most effective appa-
ratus

that would not only
strengthen the Depart-
ment but also would
benefit the officers in
order to maintain
smooth, timely and regu-
lar flow of promotions.

Through four-tier
service, officers to get
promotion chances

Absence of Four
Tier Service Structure is
one of the main hin-

drances in the progress
of the Agriculture De-
partment because
chances of promotions
are limited and large
number of officers pres-
ently retired in the same
grade wherein they were
appointed.  However,
through the implementa-
tion of the Four Tier
Structure, officers might
get equal promotional
chances in a flow, as
timely as officers in the
other departments of the
province.

RECENT external de-

velopments have been
quite favourable for Pa-
kistan — some of them
unexpected. Pakistan’s
emerging importance af-
ter the May skirmishes
with India, President
Donald Trump’s soft
p r o n o u n c e m e n t s
coupled with a warm wel-
come to the top leader-
ship, the souring of US-
India ties, a reasonably
good deal on reciprocal
tariffs, the upgrading of
credit ratings, prospec-
tive investment in ‘mas-
sive’ oil reserves and
minerals, etc, have led to
euphoria.

However, this exu-
berance should be tem-

pered by the experience
of past relationships with
major powers, which
have been transactional
and not permanent.

High-wire acts carry
risks. We should not al-
low the feel-good factor
to intoxicate us. Our
policymakers should not
project life as being easy
going forward, as if they
were no longer obligated
to carry out the onerous
task of building a strong
economy through
stabilisation and deep
reform. In short, there is
no room for complacency
as we are far from over-
coming our domestic vul-
nerabilities, which are
accentuated by adverse
external conditions.

De-globalisation,
inward-looking indus-
trial policies, onshoring
and nearshoring of sup-
ply chains, disruptive
and exorbitant tariffs
hindering international
trade and openness, the
likely slowing down of
the US economy, climate
change risks and AI
penetration have made it
difficult for emerging
economies to repeat the
exceptional progress
made in 1990-2015. Do-
mestically, the drivers of
competitiveness — in-
dustrial and agricultural
productivity through
diffused innovation, a
less skilled workforce,
dysfunctional gover-
nance institutions, politi-

cal instability, an inequi-
table and distortive taxa-
tion structure, overregu-
lation, the deep intrusion
of state agencies in the
market, an outdated
model of energy pricing
and the SOEs’ continu-
ing losses — are stum-
bling blocks to generat-
ing jobs, expanding ex-
ports, reducing poverty
and attracting invest-
ment.

Digitisation, finan-
cial inclusion and the
absorption of emerging
technologies are still in
their infancy and yet to
permeate transaction
structures.

By: Iftikhar
Ahmed:

Ishrat
Husain

HERE are two things

to beware: billionaires in
politics and government
officials who publicly
praise the ‘resilience’ of
the people. These two
may seem unrelated but
they share a devastating
quality: they mask the
failure of governance
and distort the public’s
understanding of power,
responsibility and sur-
vival. Let’s begin with
the billionaires.

In recent months,
Rahul Gandhi’s sharp-
ened attacks on
Narendra Modi have re-
ignited a debate that
India’s ruling class

would prefer to bury. At
the centre of his criticism
is not ideology, not even
electoral promises, but a
relationship. The rela-
tionship between Prime
Minister Modi and
Gautam Adani.

Gandhi has been
unflinching in what he
calls a “symbiotic” ar-
rangement between po-
litical power and corpo-
rate interest. In speech
after speech, he has laid
out how Adani’s busi-
nesses ballooned after
Modi came to power, of-
ten expanding into sec-
tors — airports, defence,
energy — where govern-
ment clearances and

public assets were key to
growth. Gandhi’s central
point is blunt: Modi
governs for Adani, not
for India.

We are not resilient
because we choose to
be. We are resilient be-
cause we have to be.

Adani’s rise was
greased by access —
access to land, licences,
loans and, above all, im-
punity. This is not busi-
ness. It is cronyism par
excellence, and a cau-
tionary tale for the rest
of us. It shows billion-
aires in politics are usu-
ally there for themselves
only. They use their
wealth to buy them-

selves a country, and use
the country to increase
their wealth.

In Pakistan, we’ve
had our own versions of
this playbook. One ex-
ample would be Jehangir
Tareen, who bankrolled
Imran Khan’s rise,
shuttled independents
into the PTI camp, and
carried the party through
its early years in power.
And what did he get in
return? Sugar — and a
lot of it . Subsidies
flowed, prices were ma-
nipulated, and regulatory
oversight vanished.

By Khurram
Husain:

NEVER throw away a

diary. It is like burying
your past prematurely.

In 1980, I worked in
Dubai for a while and
then for the next nine
years in the Abu Dhabi
National Oil Co. Both
sheikhdoms were emerg-
ing from the chrysalis of
their sandy past to be-
come modern Eldorados.

C. Davidson’s re-
cent book From Sheikhs
to Sultanism (2021) en-
couraged me to re-read
my early diaries.
Davidson focuses on
the rise of two modern
Arab rulers — Saudi
Arabia’s Crown Prince
Muhammad bin Salman
al-Saud (MBS) and the
UAE’s President
Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan (MBZ). MBZ
(born in 1961) is older
than MBS by 24 years.
MBS defers to MBZ as
his ‘wise uncle’. The
enormous disparity in

their wealth, however,
makes MBS far more im-
portant.

Both rulers govern
through layered control
— using what Davidson
defines as
‘patrimonialism’ (gover-
nance dominated by the
ruler, his family and
friends) and ‘neo-
patrimonialism’ (in which
modern-looking institu-
tions and rules are the
veneer for
patrimonialism). The
ADNOC I joined in May
1980 fell into the second
category.

Few could compare
with Dr Krouha for vision
and dynamism.

From ADNOC’s in-
ception in 1971, Sheikh
Zayed bin Sultan had
been keen that it should
be run on professional
lines. He did not trust the
Western oil giants. He
was suspicious of Egyp-
tians and other Arabs.
He turned instead to Al-

geria, where, after the
peremptory departure of
the colonising French,
young Algerian execu-
tives in its national oil
company Sonatrach
stepped into the
vacuum.

The man sent by
Sonatrach to head
ADNOC was a 31-year-
old Sorbonne-trained
economist,  Dr
Mahmoud Hamra
Krouha. An FT profile
described him as “a
slightly-built man, neatly
dressed in western suits,
with an easy smile and
an Indira Gandhi-style
streak of white in his
hair”. A formidable lin-
guist, he was fluent in
Arabic (including the lo-
cal Bedu dialect), French
and English. He took
with him about a dozen
Algerians (not all prop-
erly qualified) to help
him run ADNOC.

I had the privilege
of working with Dr

Krouha for seven years,
between 1980 and 1987.
Over my long profes-
sional career, I have en-
countered many chief
executives, each a giant
in his own field. None —
except for our Syed
Babar Ali — could com-
pare with Krouha for vi-
sion, dynamism, and
competence.

Dr Krouha exer-
cised an unshared grip
over ADNOC’s 10 direc-
torates — exploration &
production (E&P), hy-
drocarbon processing,
marketing, etc — and its
18 subsidiaries and affili-
ates. He knew every-
thing about them and
expected his staff to be
as well informed.

 Every paper requir-
ing his approval went up
to his Spartan 12th-floor
office in ADNOC’s head-
quarters.

By F.S.
Aijazuddin:

THE Sustainable De-

velopment Goals (SDGs)
are a set of 17 goals
adopted by the United
Nations in 2015 to end
poverty, protect the
planet, and ensure pros-
perity by 2030.

Achieving these
ideals is difficult in a
world that is increasingly
divided, with some re-
gions enjoying sus-
tained levels of peace
and security while oth-
ers are confronted with
endless cycles of vio-
lence.

 Violence and inse-
curity have a destructive
impact on global peace,
affecting economic
growth.

Addressing this re-
quires a global approach

and cooperation.
SDG 16 — ‘Peace,

Justice, and Strong Insti-
tutions’ — focuses on
promoting peaceful and
inclusive societies, en-
suring access to justice,
and building effective,
accountable and inclu-
sive institutions.

 For developing so-
cieties with strong colo-
nial pasts, the implemen-
tation of SDG 16 is com-
plex. Its primary aim is to
reduce all forms of vio-
lence by working with
governments and com-
munities to find solu-
tions to conflict.

It includes 12 tar-
gets and 23 indicators.
Its priority areas include
strengthening police and
judicial systems, commu-
nity-based violence pre-

vention programmes, re-
integration of former
combatants, ensuring
access to justice
through legal aid
programmes and simpli-
fication of court proce-
dures,  human rights
training for police and
judiciary, fighting cor-
ruption through trans-
parency in public fi-
nance, anti-corruption
c o m m i s s i o n s ,
whistleblower protec-
tion laws,  and building
effective institutions
with transparent gover-
nance structures, citizen
participation in deci-
sion-making and digital
governance.

To protect human
rights, national human
rights commissions are
to be formed, and human

rights protection laws
and monitoring mecha-
nisms for rights viola-
tions are to be estab-
lished.

A few countries
have introduced innova-
tions to achieve the tar-
gets set  in SDG 16.
Rwanda introduced com-
munity courts (Gacaca)
for post-genocide jus-
tice.

They were designed
to address the massive
scale of crimes commit-
ted during the Rwandan
genocide by involving
local communities in the
judicial process. Argen-
tina opened 90 access-
to-justice centres.

By Mohammad Ali
Babakhel:



NATIONAL03 Friday,August.08.2025

Flash flood warning issued in GB, AJK amid
heavy rains forecast

Man lured with job offer loses kidney to
organ trafficking gang

Pakistani students from Confucius Institute
tour Xinjiang

Pakistan’s Women’s Garment
exports to China see 18%

Growth in H1 2025

Pakistan’s envoy presents Certificate of
Appreciation to KCEU’s Chairman

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): The National
Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA),
through its National
Emergencies Opera-
tion Center (NEOC),
has issued a fresh alert
warning of possible
flash flooding across
vulnerable regions, fol-
lowing forecasts of
rain, windstorms, and
isolated heavy down-
pours.

In AJK, districts
including Neelum Val-

ley, Muzaffarabad,
Rawalakot, Poonch,
Hattian, Bagh, Haveli,
Sudhanoti, Kotli,
Bhimber, and Mirpur
are likely to experience
intense rainfall.

In Gilgit-Baltistan,
districts such as
Diamir, Skardu,
Hunza, Shiger, and
Ghanche may also
face flash flood risks
due to rising water lev-
els in local streams and
nullahs. Residents near
rivers, streams, and

nullahs are strongly
advised to stay alert,
particularly at night
and during periods of
heavy downpour, for
sudden surges in wa-
ter levels. Communi-
ties are urged to iden-
tify safe evacuation
routes in advance, re-
locate vehicles, valu-
ables, and livestock to
elevated and secure
locations.

Public is strongly
cautioned to avoid
crossing flooded roads,

causeways, and low
bridges. NDMA ad-
vises citizens to stay
connected with official
updates and alerts
through television, ra-
dio, mobile messages,
and the Pak NDMA
Disaster Alert app.

NEOC is actively
monitoring the situation
and is in continuous
coordination with pro-
vincial and district au-
thorities to enable
timely preparedness
and response actions.

URUMQI (INP: "Every
second here felt like
home. The diversity of
Xinjiang, its beautiful
landscapes, and the
spirit of harmony among
different communities
left a lasting impact on
me," said Anusha Baig
and Abdullah Jalal, who
are visiting Xinjiang
among the thirteen Pa-
kistani students from
the Confucius Institute
jointly established by
Xinjiang Agricultural
University (XJAU) and
the University of Agri-
culture Faisalabad
(UAF).

From July 28 to Au-
gust 6, the students vis-
ited Xinjiang Uyghur
Autonomous Region
Museum, Xinjiang Art

Museum, Xinjiang Inter-
national Grand Bazaar,
and Xinjiang Uyghur
Autonomous Region Sci-
ence and Technology
Museum, etc., attended
lessons of Chinese lan-
guage and Chinese soci-
ety overview, and expe-
rienced Chinese calligra-
phy, Chinese tea art, Pe-
king Opera mask making,
Tai Chi, and Chinese pa-
per-cutting.

From August 7 to 10,
they will continue their
tour in Beijing, China
Economic Net (CEN) re-
ported on Thursday.

"From bustling mar-
kets to peaceful
mosques, every corner of
Xinjiang tells a story of
harmony and tradition.
This trip gave me a

deeper understanding of
China's ethnic diversity
and development, espe-
cially how Xinjiang
blends modern progress
with cultural preserva-
tion," Hamza Shabbir
told CEN. Talking about
why they chose to learn
Mandarin, "as an Indus-
trial and Manufacturing
Engineering student, I
understand how China's
hub status in manufac-
turing makes this lan-
guage vital," Anusha
Baig said. "With China's
growing influence in glo-
bal trade, communica-
tion,  and education,
mastering the language
is a smart investment,"
Qamar Waheed said.

As a student from
Gilgit-Baltistan and liv-

ing near the Khunjerab
Pass, Anusha Baig said
she has seen how China
has helped Pakistan—es-
pecially Gilgit-
Bal t is t an—develop,
which has brought true
friendship between the
two peoples in her mind.

"I've witnessed the
impact of China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor
(CPEC) in my hometown.
Many employment op-
portunities, better infra-
structure, and roads have
been created.

Diamer Basha Dam
is under construction,
and now the dream of
travelling from Gilgit to
Gwadar Port and the Ara-
bian Sea Trading Hub is
becoming a reality," she
underscored.

BRUSSELS (INP):
Ambassador of Paki-
stan to Belgium
Rahim Hayat Qureshi
presented a certifi-
cate of appreciation to
Chairman of Kashmir
Council Europe
(KCEU) Ali Raza
Syed in recognition of
his outstanding
struggle  for the Kash-
mir cause.

The certificate
was awarded during
an event held at the
Embassy of Pakistan
in Brussels.

A m b a s s a d o r
Qureshi commended
Ali Raza Syed’s ef-
forts in highlighting the
Kashmir dispute, par-
ticularly his work in
raising awareness
about the rights of
Kashmiris across Eu-
rope. In response, Ali

Raza Syed expressed
gratitude and reaf-
firmed his commitment
to continuing the
struggle for Kashmir’s
just cause.

Ali Raza Syed also
addressed an event
held in connection with
Yo u m - e - I s t e h s a l
Kashmir organized by
the Pakistani Embassy
in Paris and partici-
pated in a webinar
hosted by the Pakistani
Embassy in Germany.

The KCEU Chair-
man also met Mumtaz
Zahra Baloch, ambas-
sador of Pakistan to
France, and discussed
the matters related to
Kashmir.

During his speech,
Ali Raza Syed deplored
India’s unilateral ac-
tions—particularly the
revocation of Articles

370 and 35A—as a
violation of interna-
tional law and global
norms.

He emphasized
that India had prom-
ised Kashmiris the
right to self-determi-
nation decades ago
but later denied that
commitment by re-
voking Jammu and
Kashmir’s special
status. He stated that
India’s illegal mea-
sures aim to erase
Kashmiri identity and
legitimize its illegal
occupation.

Ali Raza Syed
highlighted the pro-
longed military
lockdown, arbitrary
detentions and human
rights abuses in Indian
illegally occupied
Jammu and Kashmir.
He also pointed to

enforced disappear-
ances, extrajudicial kill-
ings and the harass-
ment of women, while
noting that international
human rights organiza-
tions and media remain
barred from the occu-
pied territory.

The Chairman of
Kashmir Council EU
also denounced India’s
demographic changes
in occupied Jammu
and Kashmir as a
breach of the Geneva
Conventions and called
upon the European
Union and United Na-
tions to intervene.

He urged the inter-
national community to
put pressure on India to
grant Kashmiris their
birthright to self-deter-
mination and ensure a
peaceful, just resolution
to the Kashmir dispute.

RAWALINDI (INP):
Rawalpindi police
have uncovered an il-
legal organ transplant
gang in the jurisdiction
of Rawat police sta-
tion. According to po-
lice, a secret opera-
tion theater was es-
tablished inside a bun-
galow where illicit ac-
tivities were taking
place.

During routine
patrolling, police con-
ducted a raid on the
premises after hearing
screams near the
area. The operation,
carried out with the
assistance of female
police officers, led to

the rescue of a man,
identified as Hanan
Khan, who was found
with stitches after a
recent surgical proce-
dure.

During the raid,
four suspects were ap-
prehended, while six
others managed to flee
the scene. Police re-
covered medical
equipment and drugs
used for organ extrac-
tion from the bungalow.
Hanan Khan revealed
that he was lured to the
location with a false job
offer and

was subsequently
sedated. Upon regain-
ing consciousness, he

discovered that his
kidney had been re-
moved.

Rawat police
have registered a
case and launched a
thorough investigation
to apprehend the re-
maining suspects and
uncover further de-
tails of the illegal op-
eration. It is important
to note here that in
2020, the Punjab Hu-
man Organ Trans-
plantation Authority
(PHOTA) busted an
illegal organ trade
gang in Lahore.

As per details,
the Vigilence Cell of
the PHOTA raided an

operation threatre used
for illegal transplanta-
tion of kidneys. The
action was taken on the
information shared by
the patients who were
the victim of the said
operation threatre.

The head of Vigi-
lance Cell Adnan
Ahmed Bhatti said the
business of illegal hu-
man organ transplanta-
tion is on the rise and
many people are doing
business of kidney
transplantation. It was
also learned that the
group was running op-
eration theatres in
Rawalpindi and
Islamabad as well.

BEIJING (INP) –
Pakistan’s garment ex-
ports to China recorded
robust growth in the
first half of 2025, with
women’s wear ship-
ments rising 18% year-
on-year to reach $5.17
million, according to the
General Administration
of Customs of China
(GACC).

 From January to
June 2025, Pakistan
exported women’s gar-
ments worth $5.17 mil-
lion to China, up from
$4.39 million during the
same period last year.

Notably, exports of
women’s or girls’ cot-
ton trousers and
breeches (HS Code:

62046200) surged to
$6.19 million, a signifi-
cant increase from
$3.36 million in H1
2024.

Similarly, cotton
knitted or crocheted
trousers for women
(HS Code: 61046200)
climbed to $1.90 mil-
lion, compared to
$1.03 million last year,
Gwadar Pro reported
on Thursday. Mean-
while, Pakistan’s
men’s garment ex-
ports also maintained
strong momentum,
exceeding $9.65 mil-
lion in the first half of
2025. Exports of
men’s or boys’ cotton
trousers, knitted or

crocheted (HS Code:
61034200), rose to
$5.65 million, up from
$5 million during the
same period in 2024.
The total export value
of men’s and women’s
garments and T-shirts
from Pakistan to China
in H1 2025 reached
$23.19 million, driven
by steadily rising de-
mand for high-quality
cotton apparel.

Pakistan’s T-shirt
exports to China to-
taled $8.3 million, with
cotton T-shirts (HS
Code: 61091000) alone
accounting for $8.25
million—highlighting
Pakistan’s competitive
edge in quality.

Federal govt
approves

recruitment of 3,229
constables for

upgraded federal
constabulary

ISLAMABAD, Aug 07
(INP):  The federal gov-
ernment has approved
the recruitment of 3,229
new constables for the
recently upgraded Fed-
eral Constabulary (FC)
across the country to
strengthen national se-
curity forces. This deci-
sion marked a significant
development following
last month's presidential
ordinance, which trans-
formed the former Fron-
tier Constabulary into a
nationwide federal force.

The government
has allocated provincial
and regional quotas for
the recruitment drive,
ensuring broad repre-
sentation:

Sukkur IBA University observes
Youm-e-Istehsaal

SUKKUR (INP): Sukkur
IBA University orga-
nized a seminar and
panel discussion on the
Kashmir Cause, in con-
nection with Youm-e-
Istehsaal.  According to
the release on Thurs-

day, the event brought
together faculty mem-
bers, scholars, and stu-
dents to explore the his-
torical, political, and hu-
manitarian dimensions of
the conflict in Indian-oc-
cupied Kashmir. The

seminar began with a
presentation by Syed
Sikandar Ali Shah, high-
lighting India's repeated
violations of interna-
tional laws and denial of
Kashmiris' right to self-
determination.

A panel discussion
featuring Dr.  Syed
Hassan Shah, Mr. Mir
Asad Talpur, Dr.
Mansoor,  and Syed
Sikandar Ali Shah empha-
sized the need for a free
and fair plebiscite.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs Muhammad Junaid Anwar Chaudhry in a grioup
photo with delegation of the Sindh Parliamentary Reporters Association.

MULTAN: A special award is being presented to Chairman Senate Syed Yousuf Raza Gillani by Mian
Salman Mubarak on behalf of Award Roots International.

QUETTA: Provincial emir of Jamaat-i-Islami Balochistan, MPA Maulana Hidayatur
Rehman addressing a press conference.



DAILY QUETTA VOICE Friday,August.08.202504
Ship Carrying 4,000 Tons of MOP Fertilizer

docks at Gwadar Port

LHC reinstates female govt employee
16 years after dismissal

Trade deal signed with US to boost
Pakistan’s exports, NA told

GWADAR (INP): A vessel
carrying 4,000 tons of Muriate
of Potash (MOP) fertilizer has
docked at Gwadar Port,
Gwadar Pro reported on
Thursday.

The commercial ship,
owned by The Truong an Wa-
ter Transport Company Lim-
ited, delivered raw MOP ma-
terials destined for Agven’s
fertilizer factory, operating in
the Gwadar North Free Zone
since 2023.

Once processed, packed,
and branded at the Agven fa-
cility, the 4,000 tons of MOP
will be exported to both domes-
tic markets in Pakistan and in-
ternational destinations.

Agven’s Director of Op-
erations, Mr. Sharjeel, told
Gwadar Pro that under its ex-
port license, this marks the first
time the North Free Zone fac-
tory will process raw MOP—
a premium-grade fertilizer

known for enhancing crop
quality by increasing resistance
to diseases and pests.

After processing, the fin-
ished product will be packaged
and distributed to both public
and private sector buyers
within Pakistan and abroad.

According to an official
from the Gwadar Port Author-
ity (GPA), Agven is currently
running two fertilizer-related
operations. The first, already
underway, involves importing
pre-packaged fertilizer, which
is then repacked and trans-
ported via cargo containers to
Afghanistan and other foreign
markets. The second opera-
tion, now launching, involves
handling and processing raw
MOP material locally.

In 2025 alone, Agven has
received two shipments of
packed fertilizer. In June, a
vessel arrived with 20,000 met-
ric tons of Di-Ammonium

Phosphate (DAP), while ear-
lier in the year, on February 4,
the MV Beyond delivered
35,000 metric tons of DAP.

Commenting on Agven’s
growth, Mr. Sharjeel noted,
“We are proud to be a pioneer
in Gwadar’s North Free Zone
industrial hub.

Agven operates Pakistan’s
first state-of-the-art manufac-
turing facility dedicated to pro-
ducing high-quality Sulphate of
Potash (SOP) fertilizer in both
granular and powdered forms,
with an annual production ca-
pacity of 20,000 metric tons.”

Agven also operates its
own logistics network across
Pakistan, enabling efficient
handling of imports and nation-
wide distribution. The company
has the capacity to manage
large-scale bulk commodity
imports and sources its prod-
ucts from multiple international
suppliers and producers.

LAHORE (INP): The Lahore
High Court has nullified the
decision to dismiss a female
government employee 16
years after her termination and
ordered her reinstatement.

Justice Malik Owais
Khalid ruled that no one could
be dismissed from employ-
ment merely on the basis of an
inquiry. Justice Malik

Owais Khalid issued a 10-
page written judgment on the
petition filed by Tasneem
Kausar. The court accepted
her appeal against her  dis-
missal from government ser-
vice after 16 years.

In the verdict, Justice
Khalid wrote that under Article
10-A of the Constitution, no
one can be removed from em-
ployment without being
granted the right to a fair trial.
The petitioner was dismissed
from her position as a lab as-

sistant in 2009 on grounds of
misconduct. She challenged
the decision in the Lahore High
Court.

In 2014, the court ordered
her reinstatement. However,
despite the court’s directive,
the department concerned did
not reinstate her and suspended
her for an indefinite period.

The judgment further
states that in 2014, another in-
quiry was initiated against the
petitioner and a show-cause
notice was issued.

In 2015, she was dis-
missed again. She once again
approached the court, which in
2021 directed the department
to decide the matter without
external influence and disposed
of the appeal. The department,
however, rejected the
petitioner’s plea for reinstate-
ment. The allegation against
the petitioner was that she sub-

mitted fake certificates at the
time of recruitment.

During the inquiry, the pe-
titioner was not given an op-
portunity to respond to the al-
legations.

The department claimed
that the certificates were sent
to the institution concerned for
verification, but no one from
that institution was summoned
during the inquiry.

The judgment states that
the court has declared the no-
tification of her dismissal null
and void. The court has in-
structed the authority con-
cerned to conduct a fresh in-
quiry into the allegations.

Payment of her dues will
be subject to the outcome of
that inquiry. The court has ulti-
mately annulled the decision to
dismiss her after 16 years and
reinstated her in service, the
LHC rules.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  The
National Assembly was in-
formed on Thursday that the
recent trade deal signed with
the United States will boost
Pakistan’s exports and posi-
tively impact the economy.

Minister of State for Fi-
nance Bilal Azhar Kayani told
the house during question hour
that the 19% tariff rate offered
to Pakistan is the lowest in the
South Asian region. He said
that bilateral relations with the
United States have strength-
ened as a result of
government’s efforts.

He said the government
has increased its support for
low income families by ex-
panding funding for social wel-
fare programs. He said a total
of seven hundred and sixteen
billion rupees have been allo-

cated for Benazir Income Sup-
port Program, reflecting a
twenty one percent increase
compared to the previous year.

Responding to the points
raised by Asad Qaiser, Minis-
ter of State for Interior Talal
Chaudhary stated in categori-
cal terms that action under
National Action Plan will be
ensured at all costs to eradi-
cate the menace of terrorism
from the country.  He said PTI
and its workers were behind
the May 9 incident.

Parliamentary Secretary
for Education Farah Naz
Akbar told the house that mul-
tiple initiatives have been
taken to align the national edu-
cation system with evolving
technological advancements.
She said the higher education
commission has been regularly

reviewing and updating cur-
ricula across undergraduate
and graduate programs to in-
corporate global trends and
market demands. She said cur-
ricula of one hundred and fifty
academic disciplines have been
developed in alignment with in-
ternational standards.

Responding to a calling at-
tention notice, Parliamentary
Secretary for National Health
Services Nelson Azeem said
that there is no shortage of life
saving medicines including in-
sulin and cancer drugs in the
country. He said there is also
no increase in their prices.  The
House today passed Pakistan
Land Port Authority Bill, 2025.

It was moved by Minister
of State for Interior Talal
Chaudhry. The house will now
meet tomorrow at eleven am.

Govt enhances BISP allocation to Rs716b to
tackle inflation, support vulnerable families

ISLAMABAD (INP):  The
government has substantially
increased the allocation for the
Benazir Income Support
Programme (BISP) from Rs
460 billion to Rs716 billion over
the past two fiscal years as part
of its broader strategy to miti-
gate the impact of inflation and
provide sustained relief to vul-
nerable segments of the soci-
ety.

Minister of State for Fi-
nance and Revenue Bilal
Azhar Kayani stated this in the
National Assembly on Thurs-
day while responding to a ques-
tion raised by Malik Shakir
Bashir Awan regarding mea-
sures taken to control inflation
and ensure permanent price
stability.

Kayani said the increase
in BISP funds reflects the
government’s commitment to
social protection, with the

programme currently reaching
nearly 10 million deserving
families.

 “These transfers are not
made to individuals, but specifi-
cally to women of the house-
holds to ensure empowerment
and targeted benefit,” he
added.

He said that the digitaliza-
tion of disbursement under
BISP is underway to further
streamline access and mini-
mize hurdles. “Beneficiaries
will eventually receive their
payments at home, only need-
ing to undergo biometric veri-
fication periodically,” the min-
ister said.

Responding to a supple-
mentary question regarding the
accuracy and targeting of
BISP aid, Kayani assured the
House that international stan-
dards are followed through a
data-backed mechanism to

ensure transparency and reach
genuine recipients. He empha-
sized that periodic revisions are
carried out under the relevant
ministry’s supervision.

Addressing further con-
cerns on inflation and wage
support, Kayani noted that al-
though inflation has shown a
declining trend compared to
the previous year, the govern-
ment acknowledges the need
for targeted relief, particularly
in food items.

He also responded to a
point raised by MNA Syed
Rafiullah regarding the lack of
an updated minimum wage
announcement in the Federal
budget. Kayani clarified that
minimum wage enforcement
in the private sector falls un-
der respective provincial juris-
dictions, though the federal gov-
ernment ensures implementa-
tion for its own employees.

State Minister for Interior Talal Chaudhry
rules out any fresh operation in KP

Federal govt decides to
privatise 24 state-owned

enterprises  in three phases.

NEPRA announces
Rs1.88 per unit cut

in power tariffs
ISLAMABAD (INP:): The Na-
tional Electric Power Regulatory
Authority (Nepra) has announced
a Rs1.88 per unit cut in power tar-
iffs for the general public.

According to a notification
issued by Nepra, the price reduc-
tion applies to DISCOs’ consum-
ers under the Quarterly Fuel Cost
Adjustment (FCA) for the April to
June 2025 quarter. The revised
rates will be effective for three
months, from August to October
2025, and are expected to bring a
relief of Rs55.87 billion to electric-
ity users across the country. The
benefit, however, will not apply to
lifeline and prepaid meter users,
as clarified in the official state-
ment. Nepra noted that the distri-
bution companies (DISCOs) had
requested a downward adjust-
ment in power tariffs during the
quarterly review. The public hear-
ing on this request was held on
August 4, after which the decision
was forwarded to the federal gov-
ernment for final approval.

ISLAMABAD, Aug 07 (INP): State
Minister for Interior Talal
Chaudhry on Thursday ruled out
any fresh operation in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, asserting that on-
going counter-terrorism actions
under the National Action Plan
(NAP) will proceed unhindered.

Responding to issues other
than the points of order raised by
Asad Qaiser and Ms. Shazia Marri
in National Assembly, Talal
Chaudhry warned, “Let me be
clear, NAP operations will not be
stopped by anyone, no matter
who they are.

He slammed PTI, asking,
“Who brought back the TTP?
Which CM said, ‘We won’t fight
or we’ll end up like PPP or ANP’?”

On Youm-e-Istehsal protests
of PTI, Talal Chaudhry defended
the closure of Parliament’s entry
gates, citing security concerns
due to Section 144 and a large rally
near D-Chowk.

He clarified that the Parlia-
ment gates were shut for incom-
ing crowds, not outgoing MNAs,

who exited without obstruction.
Commenting on PTI’s Au-

gust 5 protest, the minister noted
minimal turnout in Islamabad,
with fewer than 100 protestors
that too only brief detentions. No
MNAs were arrested. In Punjab,
94 people were held out of a
population of 130 million. Most
protests were symbolic and dis-
persed swiftly.

Talal Chaudhry dismissed
the May 9 defense, stating that
popularity offers no immunity
from the law.

He said those who attacked
state symbols did so for political
gain and are now facing legal
consequences, with courts in
Punjab and Peshawar delivering
rulings.

“Those who set fire to monu-
ments were doing it for future
election tickets, and now they’re
facing the consequences. Courts
in Punjab and Peshawar are issu-
ing rulings—what more fairness
do you want?”

Talal confirmed that land

travel for Arbaeen pilgrims via Iran
remained suspended due to re-
gional tensions following the Is-
rael-Iran conflict.

He said the Interior Ministry
and provincial authorities are in
active dialogue with protesting pil-
grims and MWM leadership. A
delegation met ministry officials
last Thursday, with further talks
held recently with MWM’s Engi-
neer Raja Nasir Abbas, he said.
Talal said, I’m ready to visit Karachi
for continued negotiations, add-
ing that Sindh and Balochistan
governments were fully aligned
and the Sindh governor was in
close contact with the protesters.

The minister further informed
the House that the Prime Minister
had directed the Defence Minis-
ter to ensure facilitation of pilgrims
through air travel.

“We have increased the num-
ber of flights and engaged foreign
carriers, including Iranian and Iraqi
airlines, to enhance capacity. Dis-
cussions are also underway to re-
duce fares,” he added.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The federal
government has decided to
privatise 24 state-owned enter-
prises (SOEs) in three phases.

According to details pre-
sented in the National Assembly
by Federal Minister for
Privatization, Abdul Aleem Khan,
ten institutions are slated for
privatisation within the first year,
followed by 13 more over the next
one to three years.

 The final phase, spanning
three to five years, will include
the privatisation of one remain-
ing entity.

As per the written statement,
in the first phase, major entities
such as Pakistan International
Airlines (PIA), Roosevelt Hotel
New York, First Women Bank
Limited, House Building Finance
Corporation, and Zarai Taraqiati
Bank will be privatized. Also in-
cluded are Sindh Engineering
Limited, Islamabad Electric Sup-

ply Company (IESCO), Faisalabad
Electric Supply Company
(FESCO), and Gujranwala Electric
Power Company (GEPCO)..

The second phase includes
Pakistan Reinsurance Company
Limited,

State Life Insurance Corpora-
tion, Utility Stores Corporation,
Jamshoro Power Company Lim-
ited, Central Power Generation
Company Limited, Northern Power
Generation Company Limited,
Lakhra Power Generation Com-
pany Limited, and Lahore Electric
Supply Company (LESCO). Addi-
tionally, Multan, Hazara,
Hyderabad, Peshawar, and Sukkur
Electric Power Companies are also
set to be privatized during this
stage.

The final phase will involve
the privatisation of Postal Life In-
surance Company, which is pro-
jected to take place within the next
three to five years.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Navy handing over the sized narcotics approximately US$ 38 million to Anti
Narcotics Force during a ceremony.

ISLAMABAD: Advisor to the Prime Minister on Political and Public Affairs, Rana Sanaullah presid-
ing a high-level meeting regarding role of Aviation in Tourism.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting regarding impact of
rising population on development.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Commerce Jam Kamal Khan meets APSGTA delegation; assures
full government support for boosting Pakistan's gems and jewelry exports.


