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Balochistan High Court
Summons Federal and Provincial

Authorities Over Mobile Internet Ban
Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: The
Balochistan High Court
has issued notices to the
Advocate General of
Balochistan and the At-
torney

General of Pakistan,
directing them to file de-
tailed replies on the on-
going suspension of
mobile internet services
across the province.

The directives came
during a hearing of a pe-
tition filed by Khair
Muhammad, Chairman
of the Consumer Civil
Society of Balochistan.
In his petition, he argued
that mobile internet is
now a basic mode of
communication for busi-
nesses, students, educa-
tional institutions, and
daily life.

He contended that
the indefinite suspen-
sion of services has se-
verely disrupted educa-
tion, halted business ac-
tivities, and violated
fundamental rights guar-
anteed under Articles 9,
15, 18, 19-A, and 25 of
the Constitution of Paki-
stan.

Internet Is The
Basic Right

Khair Muhammad
told the court that the
provincial

government had
suspended mobile net-
work and internet ser-
vices without providing
any plausible justifica-
tion.

He emphasized that
the shutdown has not
only affected the busi-
ness

community and
freelancers but has also
deprived students and
educational institutions
of essential learning
tools.

The court noted the
seriousness of the mat-
ter and ordered the re-
spondents to submit
para-wise comments be-
fore the next hearing.

 It warned that if no
replies were submitted,
the

Secretary of the
Ministry of Interior and
the Secretary of Informa-
tion

Technology and
Telecommunication,
Government of Pakistan,
would be required to ap-
pear in person on the next
date.

The case is sched-
uled for further

proceedings on 15
August 2025.

The ongoing sus-
pension, which began
on 6 August 2025 due to
reported security con-
cerns, has left millions in
Balochistan without ac-
cess to mobile internet,
sparking frustration
among citizens and rais-
ing concerns about its
economic and social im-
pact.

Azerbaijan Army Chief Meets
COAS Asim Munir, Awards Patriotic
War Medal for Defence Cooperation

NEWS DESK:
R AWA L P I N D I :
Colonel General
Karim Valiyev, First
Deputy Minister of
Defence and Chief of
the General Staff of
the Azerbaijan Army,
called on Field Mar-
shal Syed Asim Munir,
NI (M), Chief of
Army Staff (COAS),
at General Headquar-
ters (GHQ) on
Wednesday.

The meeting en-
compassed discus-
sions on matters of
mutual interest, with
particular focus on the
prevailing global and
regional security land-
scape. COAS reaf-
firmed Pakistan’s
deep fraternal bonds
with Azerbaijan and
reiterated the resolve

to further consolidate
bilateral relations.
COAS also congratu-
lated the visiting digni-
tary on the successful
conclusion of the
peace agreement be-
tween Azerbaijan and
Armenia. The visiting
dignitary praised Paki-
stan Armed Forces for
their professionalism
and success in
Maarka-e-Haq, Op-
eration Bunyanum
Marsoos. The delega-
tion also extended best
wishes for the upcom-
ing Independence Day
and Victory Celebra-
tions. COAS thanked
Azerbaijan’s leader-
ship and people for
standing together with
the people of Pakistan
during Maarka-e-Haq
and also for sending

the Azeri Contingent
for participating in the
Independence Day
ceremony.

Both military lead-
ers expressed a shared
commitment to ad-
vancing defence co-
operation and promot-
ing joint efforts for re-
gional peace and sta-
bility.

On the occasion,
Colonel General
Karim Valiyev con-
ferred upon Field Mar-
shal Asim Munir,
Azerbaijan’s presti-
gious Patriotic War
Medal for “Services in
the Field of Military
Cooperation”, on be-
half of President
Illham Aliyev, in rec-
ognition of his excep-
tional contributions in
Azerbaijan- Pakistan

Cut Off and Left Behind:
Internet Blackouts Cripple

Balochistan’s Students

50 terrorists killed in
4-day Balochistan
operation: ISPR

bilateral military coop-
eration. He com-
mended Pakistan’s
unwavering efforts in
combating terrorism
and reaffirmed
Azerbaijan’s determi-
nation to enhance col-
laboration in defence
and security. The vis-
iting dignitary con-
veyed gratitude for
Pakistan’s warm hos-
pitality and steadfast
support for
Azerbaijan.

Earlier, upon ar-
rival at GHQ, Colonel
General Karim
Valiyev was presented
with the guard of
honour by a smartly
turned-out contingent
of the Pakistan Army.
He also laid a floral
wreath at the Yadgar-
e-Shuhada.

Cut Off and Left Behind:
Internet Blackouts Cripple

Balochistan’s Students
Syed Muhammad

Yaseen
QUETTA: For thou-
sands of students across
Balochistan,  August
was supposed to be a
month of preparation
and hard work. With the
Medical and Dental Col-
lege Admission Test
(MDCAT) and other uni-
versity entry exams just
around the corner, every
hour counts. Instead,
their studies have come
to a grinding halt.

A sudden internet
suspension — enforced
for what authorit ies
vaguely describe as “se-
curity reasons” in the
lead-up to Pakistan’s In-
dependence Day on 14th
August — has left stu-
dents cut off from online
classes, study materials,
and test preparation plat-
forms.

“It’s like someone
pulled the rug from un-
der us,” says Sanaullah,
a political science stu-
dent from Turbat. “We
had online mock tests
scheduled. Now there’s
nothing — just wasted
days.”

MDCAT
Dreams on

Hold

The timing could
not be worse. Thou-
sands of aspiring doc-
tors, engineers, and pro-
fessionals in Balochistan
rely on internet-based
coaching services, re-
corded lectures, and
past papers to prepare

for high-stakes entrance
exams.

Among them is Bibi
Saqiba, a young student
from Pishin. “I couldn’t
prepare for my MDCAT
because all my lectures
and tests are online,”
she says. “Worse, I
haven’t even been able
to register for the exam
because the registration
portal won’t open with-
out internet.”

For many like
Saqiba, the MDCAT is
more than just a test —
it’s a gateway to a medi-
cal career and a chance
to lift their families out of
financial hardship. Los-
ing precious preparation
time, or missing the reg-
istration entirely, could
end that dream before it
starts.

When Education
Depends on a

Signal

In much of

Balochistan, the internet
is not just  a conve-
nience; it is the class-
room itself. Universities
post assignments
through online portals.
Teachers conduct lec-
tures on video platforms.
Students exchange
notes via messaging
apps.

“People think we
just use it for social me-
dia,” says Fatima Baloch,
who is on a scholarship
for an online IT course.
“But for us, internet ac-
cess is like electricity —
without it, everything
stops.”

A Pattern of
Disruption
Balochistan has

suffered over 45 internet
shutdowns in the past
five years, according to
digital rights groups.
Many happen in August,
often linked to security
measures during na-
tional celebrations or

political events.
This recurring dis-

ruption has left students
in the province con-
stantly playing catch-up
compared to peers in
other parts of Pakistan.

The Cost of
Disconnection

The blackout’s im-
pact reaches beyond
academics. Freelancers
lose clients, small busi-
nesses can’t  process
online payments, and
patients miss
telemedicine consulta-
tions. But for students,
the loss feels deeply per-
sonal. Balochistan al-
ready has the country’s
lowest literacy rate —
about 40% — and the
gender gap in education
remains stark. Every
week without internet
makes it  harder for
young people here to
compete for university
seats, scholarships, and
job opportunities.

50 terrorists killed in 4-day
Balochistan operation: ISPR

NEWS DESK: Security
forces have gunned
down 50 terrorists over
the past four days, as
they foiled an attempt by
militants to cross over
from Afghanistan into
Balochistan’s Zhob dis-
trict, said Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR)
in a statement on Tues-
day.

In the Sambaza area
of Zhob district, 47 ter-
rorists were killed follow-
ing “successful engage-
ments by security
forces” from Aug 7 to 9,
it said. In the same area
along the Pak-Afghan
border, three more “In-
d i a n - s p o n s o r e d ”
terror-ists were killed
during a “saniti-sation
operation” on the night
of Aug 10-11, it said,
adding that arms and
ammunitions were
seized from their posses-
sion. The statement re-
ferred to these militants
as ‘khawarij’, a term used
to describe the banned
Tehreek-i-Taliban mili-
tants. The number of TTP

terrorists killed in the
four-day operation has
risen to fifty,“ the ISPR
added. Nine soldiers
martyred On the other
hand, a convoy of secu-
rity forces was am-
bushed in the southern
Washuk district
bord-e-ring Iran on
Monday night, lead-ing
to the martyrdom of nine
pers-o-n-nel, including
an officer. The ISPR did
not issue a statement by
the time this report went
to print. Six soldiers were
also injured in the gun
battle between the mili-
tants and the security
forces in the Basima area
of Washuk. Sour-ces

said the mili tants
ambu-shed the convoy,
and three vehicles came
under heavy fire. The
secur-ity personnel re-
turned fire, and the battle
continued for an hour.

“An officer and
eight other secu-rity per-
sonnel embraced martyr-
dom while fighting
bravely, and six others
sustained injuries,” a se-
nior security official said
on the condition of ano-
nymity. He said the in-
jured were shifted to the
nearby health facility,
adding that casualties
also occurred on the
other side. The militants
also attempted to attack

a police station in
Basima recently handed
over to the police, but
the policemen deployed
there repulsed i t
sucessfully, the official
said, adding that the
fight continued for half
an hour. Three police-
men were inju-r-ed.
“Blood marks on the
ground and a motorbike
confirm casualties on the
other side,” he claimed.

President Asif Ali
Zardari and Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif on
Tuesday commended
the security forces for
carrying out a success-
ful operation against ter-
rorists in the Sambaza
area near the Pakistan-
Afghanistan border,
APP reported. The presi-
dent and prime minister,
in their separately issued
statements, “appreciated
the security forces for
killing 50 Indian-spon-
sored terrorists in the
last four days as a testa-
ment to their profession-
alism, bravery, and deter-
mination”.

FIA awaits Ulema's opinion
before proceeding against Dr
Alvi on blasphemy allegations

NEWS DESK: A district
court judge in Lahore di-
rected the Federal Inves-
tigation Agency (FIA) to
proceed under the law if
any cognisable offence
was made out after re-
ceiving the opinion of
the Ulema Board on a
petition seeking an FIR
against former president
Dr Arif Alvi over his al-
leged blasphemous re-
marks in a video that cir-
culated on social media.

However, Addi-
tional District and Ses-
sions Judge Shafqat
Shahbaz Raja disposed
of the petition, filed by
Shehzada Adnan
through advocate
Mudassir Chaudhry,
contending that former
president Alvi had used
alleged blasphemous
language in a video cir-
culated on the internet.

The FIA, in its reply

to the petition, stated
that a regular inquiry had
been registered and
marked to Abdul Basit,
Sub-Inspector of the
National Cyber Crime In-
vestigation Agency
(NCCIA). The petitioner
joined the inquiry pro-
ceedings and submitted
evidence regarding his
complaint.

The subject video

of former president Alvi
had been sent to the
Ulema Board for a fatwa,
and proceedings would
be finalised purely on
merit after receiving the
reply from the board.

 The FIA said that
the inquiry officer was
bound to proceed fur-
ther after receiving the
opinion of the Ulema
Board.

The petit ioner’s
counsel opposed the
FIA’s stance, contend-
ing that the Ulema’s
fatwa had no relevance
to the registration of the
FIR.

He further argued
that not everything in the
video clip was audible.

However, Judge
Raja disposed of the pe-
tition, directing the FIA
to conclude the proceed-
ings after receiving the
reply of the Ulema Board
and, if a cognisable of-
fence was made out, to
proceed under the law.

Earlier, another
court had dismissed the
petition because the pe-
titioner had approached
an inappropriate forum.
That court noted that the
government had estab-
lished the NCCIA to deal
with social media-related
matters.
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