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Balochlstan CM Sarfraz Bugti
Says Suicide Attack Foiled on
Independence Day, Lecturer

Arrested for Terrorism Links

Staff Reporter:
QUETTA: Balochlslan
Chief Minister Sarfraz
Bugti on Monday an-
nounced that security
forces had successfully
foiled a major terrorist at-
tempt planned for Inde-
pendence Day, arresting
a suicide bomber before
he could strike.

Speaking at a press
conference in Quetta
alongside senior offi-
cials, CM Bugti revealed
that the alleged attacker
had planned to target
citizens celebrating on
August 14. He praised
the Counter-Terrorism
Department (CTD), po-
lice, and other secrity
agencies for averting
“massive destruction” in
the province.

The arrested ac-
cused, identified as Dr.
Mohammad Usman Kazi,
is a Grade-18 lecturer at
the Balochistan Univer-
sity of Information Tech-
nology, Engineering and
Management Sciences
(BUITEMS). In a re-
corded statement aired
during the briefing, Kazi
disclosed his academic
background, stating that
he completed a Master’s
degree at Quaid-i-Azam
University and a PhD
from Peshawar Univer-
sity. His wife is also a

Bugti said that Kazi
had facilitated the No-
vember 2024 Quetta Rail-
way Station bombing,
which claimed 32 lives
and left more than 50 in-
jured. According to the
chief minister, Kazi trans-
ported the suicide
bomber on a motorcycle
and handed him over to
another handler near the
station,

Rejecting the narra-
tive that militants act out
of deprivation, Bugti
stressed that Kazi’s fam-
ily background reflected
privilege rather than
poverty:
“He himself was a

his brother is employed
at Reko Diq. How can
such a person be consid-
ered deprived?”

The CM further ex-
plained that the
Balochistan Liberation
Army’s (BLA) Majeed
Brigade operates in mul-
tiple tiers — from unedu-
cated foot soldiers to
women involved in tar-
geted killings, and fi-
nally, a “s cated
leadership™ tier, which
Kazi allegedly belonged

youth.
He criticized at-
tempts by some political
groups fo justify mil
tancy, calling it a “fabri-
cated narrative aimed at
legitimizing violence
against Pakistan.” His
comments came a day
after an All-Parties Con-
ference in Islamabad,
where leaders of JU

cussed issues of gover-
nance and militancy.
Bugti concluded by
reaffirming the
government’s commit-
ment to counter-terror-
lsm effons statmg that

to.

“This is the first
time our forces have cap-
tured a leader from the
Majeed Brigade’s most

SBP working on exchange,
interest rates for stability
says Finance Minister

NEWS DESK: Federal
Finance Minister

’s security
forces would continue o
dismantle terrorist net-
works threatening peace
in the province.

CM Maryam orders adoption
of Japanese technology for
Punjab sewage, waste treatment

NEWS DESK: Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz on Monday or-
dered the adoption of
modern Japanese tech-
nology and methodol-
ogy in managing sewage
and waste treatment in
the province.

Pakistan generates
millions of tonnes of
solid waste annually, but
only a small fraction of
sewage is treated. Inad-
equate sanitation in ur-
ban areas leads to recur-
ring floods, waterborne
illnesses and the resur-
gence of preventable
diseases such as chol-
era, dengue and polio.

The chiefminister is
currently on a five-day
visit to Japan. A state-
‘ment from her office said
CM Maryam issued the
order during a visit to
Japan’s largest wastewa-
ter treatment plant in
Yokohama today.

“Japan’s modern

PhD scholar on Paki-
stani scholarship, his
wife and mother are gov-
ernment servants, and

government employee,
while his brother works
with the Reko Diq
project.

sophisticated network,”
Bugti said, adding that
the arrest prevented fur-
ther radicalization of

ment Plant treated 1.5
million litres of wastewa-
ter daily.

“Yokohama Waste
Treatment Plant is also
operating several plants
that generate energy
from waste. This energy
is used for heating sys-
tems for the local popu-
lation,” the statement
cited the Japanese au-
thorities as saying.

i
technology and methods
will be used for sewage
and waste management
in Punjab,” the state-
ment quoted her as say-
ing. The statement added
that she inspected the
waste treatment systems
of Asahi, Yokohama City,
Kanagawa, Washimaku
and Yodogawa.
According to the
statement, the chief min-

ister was given a detailed
briefing on methods of
collecting garbage and
wastewater, along with
waste disposal systems
of Japanese cities.

She was apprised
by the authorities that
Yokohama was “‘the sec-
ond largest city in Japan
in terms of population”
and that its Solid Waste
and Wastewater Treat-

|| dia,

has stated that the State
Bank of Pakistan is work-
ingon the exchange rate
and interest rate, and the
situation is expected to
improve further.

The federal finance
‘minister inaugurated the
Job and Education Expo
at the Expo Centre,
Karachi, organised by
the Pakistan Hindu
Council. At the expo,
around 120 stalls were set
up by various institu-
tions and companies for
students.

Speaking to the me-
‘Aurangzeb ex-
pressed gratitude to the
organisers, saying that
he had the opponumty
tomeet the country’s
ture leadership here, He
noted that both public
and private institutions
were present at the job
fair, but the absence of
lhe corporate sector was

He added that the
corporate sector needs
to step forward. Interest
rate should not be made
the single-point agenda.

In order to promote
working capital, Pakistan
must look beyond banks
and include capital mar-
kets as well.

¢ emphasised
that the debt capital mar-
ket also needs to be
shifted to the Pakistan
Stock Exchange mecha-
nism for greater effi-
ciency.

Aurangzeb high-
lighted that the circular
debt in the power sector
is declining, with three
distribution companies
(DISCOs) set to be
privatised soon. He

‘ment is also working to
resolve circular debt in
the gas sector, which has
long been a burden on
the economy.

On monetary policy,

the minister clarified that
the government has no
role in setting interest
rates, as this falls under
the mandate of the State
Bank of Pakistan.
He said the ex-
change rate would con-
tinue to be determined
by the market. Pakistan
already has funding
available, he noted, and
the challenge now is to
put those resources to
effective use.

He praised Mustafa
Kamal’s efforts in popu-
lation control and under-

‘Women’s economic par-
ticipation, saying it
could be a key driver in
eradicating poverty.
Aurangzeb confirmed
that discussions with the
World Bank regarding
funding to support such
initiatives have already
taken place.

The finance minis-
ter said the IMF’s review
mission would soon ar-
rive in Pakistan under the
ongoing  37-month
programme, adding that
the government remains
in constant contact with
the Fund.

Looking ahead, he
expressed optimism that
by 2047 Pakistan’s eco-
nomic situation would be
that of a developed na-

He said that tech-
nology is the path to the

ture.
Youth should work
with their hearts and
‘minds, and always strive
for excellence.
Speaking about the
Independence Day cel-
ebration of the “Marka-
e-Haq,” the finance min-
ister said that followers
of all religions in the
country commemorated

it with great spirit. added that the govern- lined the importance of tion.

One polio case confirmed each in KP and Sindh, taking
nat10nw1de 2025 tally to 21

NEWS DESK: One new poliovirus case was con-
firmed each in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Sindh,
bringing Pakistan’s total count this year to 21, the
National Institutes of Health (NIH) said on Mon-
day.

Pakistan is one of the last two countries in the
world, alongside Afghanistan, where polio remains
endemic. Despite global efforts to eradicate the vi-
rus, challenges such as security issues, vaccine
hesitancy, and misinformation have slowed
progress.

A statement from the Regional Reference Labo-
ratory for Polio Eradication at Islamabad’s NIH said
the latest cases involve a six-year-old girl from Union
Council Pattan in KP’s Kohistan dlsmm. anda2l-
month-old girl from UC Matli-2 in Sindh’s Badin.

“With these detections, the total number of
polio cases in Pakistan in 2025 has reached 21, in-
cluding 13 from KP, six from Sindh, and one cach
from Punjab and Gilgit-Baltistan,” the statement
noted.

Polio was a highly infectious and incurable dis-
ease that could cause lifelong paralysis. The only

effective protection against the debilitating virus is
through the repeated administration of the oral po-
liovaccine (OPV) for every child under five during
each campaign, alongside timely completion of all
routine immunisations, the statement said.

It added that from September 1 to 7, a sub-
national polio vaccination campaign will take place,
targeting more than 28 million children under the
age of five in 99 districts across all provinces and
regiuns “The campaign in suu\hem Khyber

will b d from

The goal is t0 ensure every child in mese districts
receives the vaccine to protect them from the life-
long consequences of polio,” it said.

_ Itadded that the campaign was part of the on-

immunity among

il e existing protection gaps.

“Parents and caregivers are strongly urged to
ensure their children receive \he polio vaccine dur-
ing this and every campai

Last week, poliovirus was found in 36 per cent
of samples across 87 nationwide districts tested in
July.
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Balochistan Budget
A People-Centric Vision or Just

Another Promise?
Editori:
As the Chief Minister of Balochistan, Mir Sarfaraz Bugti, leads a high-
level parliamentary committee to prepare the FY2025 budget and Pub-
lic Sector Development Programme (PSDP), the province stands at a
critical crossroads.

Promising a shift from the past, Bugti vows this budget will priori-
tize transparency, merit, and good governance, with a strong focus on
public welfare.

But the key question remains—will these promises translate into
real change for the people of Balochistan?

Breaking from the Past: A Collective Effort

For the first time in years, the formation of a cross-party parlia-
mentary committee involving leaders from PPP, PML, BAP, ANP, and
11 signals a hopeful departure from political victimization and partisan

Energy shortage in Balochistan

Ajmal khan:

reliefto the consumers in
alochistan.

The already in-
stalled transmission lines
are inadequate, and the
province does not have
the capability and capac-
ity to absorb energy be-
yond 500 MW. The two
transmission lines worth
$4 billion will run from
Matiari to Faisalabad and
Lahore, respectively.
These transmission lines
are providing 4000 MW
to Punjab. Looking at this
picture, the overall situ-
ation in rural Balochistan
is worse, where 85% of
of Balochistan still the population lives and
doesn’t have access to some. areas in
energy. Due to the scat- Balochistan are not even
tered population living linked with the national
inrural areas, itis impos-  grid systems. This is an

Only 36 Percent
of Balochistan
has access to

energ
Balochistan is fac-
ing an acute energy
shortage that has
stopped the develop-
‘ment not only in the eco-
nomic and agriculture
sector, but also in every
walk of life. According to
a document submitted to
the National Assembly
of Pakistan, only 36% of
Balochistan is electrified,
while the remaining 64%

Poverly is not a static

or fixed phenomenon.It is
amulti-dimensional idea
that encompasses qual-
ity in almost every
sphere of life, ranging
from calorie intake, life
expectancy, living stan-
dards, literacy, and ac-
cess to modern energy
services.

This type of poverty is
always expressed from
an income perspective.
Sticking with the non-in-
come dimensions of pov-
erty, such as health, edu-
cation and living stan-
dards, are as important as
employment.

The two energy in-
dlcatom of non-income
including

tavormsm

‘With experienced lawmakers like Mir Zahoor Ahmed Buledi, Bakht
Muhammad Kakar, Engineer Zamarak Khan Achakzai, and Noor
Muhammad Dummar at the table, there is a genuine opportunity to
craft a budget that reflects collective interest rather than individual
gains.

End of Individual Projects, Focus on Equal Development

Chief Minister Bugti has made it clear: “No room for corruption or
nepotism.” Only approved, people-centric development projects will
be included—no pet schemes, no personal agendas.

This approach must ensure that neglected and far-flung areas like
Awaran, Washuk, Sherani,

and Dera Bugti receive their fair share. For decades, these regions
have remained on the margins of development; it’s time the budget
acknowledged their right to progress.

Health and Education: More Than Just Buzzwords

The CM’s to ed and as priority sec-
tors is dable—but mere are not enough. What
Balochistan needs is a real boost in primary and secondary school en-
rollment, teachers’ training, rural health infrastructure, and medicine
availability.

Ifthe province is to improve its Human Development Index (HDI),
practical steps—not policy platitudes—must lead the way.

A Budget of Trust, Not Just Numbers

Bugti’s declaration that this budget is “a roadmap to uplift every
resident of Balochistan” is powerful.

But the success of this budget will be judged not by spreadsheets,
but by the smiles of students in rural classrooms, the relief of patients in
functional clinics, and the roads that connect remote villages to oppor-
tunity.

The people of Balochistan are watching closely. This budget must
not be another missed opportunity—it must become a blueprint of hope,
equity, and real development.

sible to electrify them. In  alarming situation where
2018, the total demand of a major portion of the
Balochistan was 1650 populauon still doesn’t
MW, but supply was have ss to electric-
limited to 600 MW, and  ity, and it will further de-

electricity (no access to
electricity) and cooking
fuels (wood, dung and
charcoal), constitute

DOm0, 7 ofSDGs in 2019 the demand has  teriorate the growth of
contains universal ac. been raisedto 2500 MW. - the province.

cess to modemn energy Energy Projects Energy
senvices, increasing en-—jn CPEC: Production in
ergy efficiency, and in- N

creasing renewable en- Energyis the pre Balochistan:

ergy share.

As we know, energy
plays a vital role in the
development process of
a country, but incase of
Pakistan, energy pov-
erty is the largest single
drain on Pakistan's
economy.

‘When we talk about
Balochistan, it is the di-
rect and major victim of
energy crisis, and has

slowed down the growth
of the province.

Balochistan is the largest
province of
Pakistan,] hcmng an area
0f347,190 k
population  of
12,344,408 people. The
major portion of the
population live in rural
areas, constituting
T245%.

nent component of China
Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor (CPEC). Almost
70% of the CPEC
projects were related to
the energy sector,which
comprises thermal,
hydral, coal and wind.
Unfortunately,
Balochistan is being left
out of these projects.
Out of 13 mega projects
related to energy, six
projects are being lo-
cated in Punjab, six in
Sindh and one in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Once again, the energy-
starved and ds

den province has been
ignored and not given its
due share to fulfil its en-
ergy demands.The en-
ergy generated by these
projects will not give any

Balochistan is pro-
ducing about 2422 MW
of electricity using gas-
based thermal. Almost all
the electricity generated
in the province is being
transmitted to other
provinces. Electricity has
been purchased by
QESCO from two autono-
mous power producers
include the Uch power
plant and Habibullah
Coastal Power plant. The
province also receives
electricity from Iran and
provides it to the areas
along the border. The
federal government ini-
tiative to reduce load-
shedding will not posi-
tively impact the prov-
ince because the existing
transmission lines are
not that much capable of

®

supplying any load be-
yond 600 MW. There is
ot a single 500 kV grid
station in the province.
o doubt, it is im-
possible to provide and
extend transmission
lines to the far-flung ar-
eas because it will cost
too much. The electric-
ity demand in rural areas
of Balochistan is very
low and the houses in
rural areas need only
lighting for roomed huts
built of mud. Further-
more, investors feel hes
tant to invest in the prov-
ince due tolack of infra-
structure, revenue gen-
eration and security.
Considering  all
these factors, solar en-
ergy remains the best
source because
Balochistan receives the
largest solar radiance in
its area. According to a
‘World Bank assessment,
Balochistan receives the
highest average sun-
light in the world, which
‘makes it rich in solar en-
ergy. Keeping in view
these factors and in spite
of extending the trans-
mission lines to the far-
flung and remote areas,
the government should
provide a solar panel to
each house that is more

Department (PMD), in
their shared data, sug-
gested that the wind
speed in the coastal area
of the province is
enough to generate elec-
tricity. In this line, Paki-
stan Council of Renew-
able Energy Technolo-
gies (PCRET) has electri-
fied 1600 villages along
the coastal side of Sindh
and Balochistan. A
study suggested that the
coastal belt of Pakistan
can produce 50,000 MW
through wind resources.
To minimize the cost of
these projects,the gov-
ernment should encour-
age

manufacturersof wind
turbines. In this regard,
to overcome the energy
poverty in Balochistan,
the federal government
can play a vital role in
alleviating energy pov-
erty by using renewable
enérgy resources in elec-
trifying the rural areas of
Balochistan keeping in
view the solar radiance
and wind speed,there is
a uge potential
forrenewable energy in
the province. They
should not electrify lhc
far-flung areas with con-
ventional grid-based
methods because it will

and cost ef-
ficient. It will empower
he socio-economic
conditions of the popu-
lation living in rural ar-

cas.
The Wind Corridor
of Balochistan and
Government’s
efforts:
Besides solar en-
ergy, the wind energy is
another essential source
and Balochistan has

been blessed with a high
rate of wind speeds. The

costas the
traditional modes of en-
ergy are expensive, and
in the longrun, it cannot
meet the energy demand
for sustainable develop-
ment. The government
should provide the due
share in CPEC related
energy projects to the
province. Suppose the
issues related to energy
poverty are not taken
seriously, the dream of
achieving SDGs will
never be achieved, and
the already poverty-
stricken province will

Pakistan

observe

Quetta: Contaminated water posing

a serious threat to human health
Abdul Razzaq Khil

Moreover,  the
change in water quality
pattern in Quetta fol-
lows largely the pattern
of microbiological con-
taminations.

The analysis indi-
cates that water quality
contamination is an ex-
tensive phenomenon in
the drinking water sup-
ply system.

It is of great con-
cern that the average
concentrations of con-
taminations have been
observed mostly in
thickly populated areas

Fresh and clean wa-

ter is an essential part
of human life. It stands
second to the air for the
existence of all human
beings and it is now a
commonly known fact
that groundwater qual-
ity is as important as its
quantity. Balochistan is
becoming the fast wa-
ter-scarce province of
the country particularly
in urban areas includ-
ing the Quetta sub-ba-
sin where 90% of the
drinking water is uti-

ever, anyone can get
sick from drinking con-
taminated water but
children, the elderly,
and people with weak
immune systems are at
a higher risk of the
harmful effects.
Contaminated
water in Quetta
affecting human
health
On the basis of
analyzed water quality
data the areas of
Mariabad, Shaldara

lized from groundwa- Kasi Road, £ 1F i
ter. Groundwater qual- Pashtoonabad, ° ‘?hQ“e. s on fol
ity has a direct impact Gowalmandi, Sirki ¢ situation fol-

lows the growing rate
of contaminations over
the Quetta whereas the
extension in the water
supply system has in-

Road satellite town,
Takhtani Bypass, air-
port road, Western by-
pass, Barwary road
Mosa Colony, Spini

on the health and wel-
fare of the inhabitants
therefore fresh and
clean water supply need
to be prioritized.

1. : creased in
Drinking water ~ road. Joint Road, =Ty TP 0 el
Raisani Road, Sariab .
must be free from 4 DG WAPDA of. ¢ades and the density of
pathogenic  fice, Gahi Khan ffg;‘;‘ﬁ;‘::‘nf o in-
organisms  Chowk, Sariab Rail- "y oo points

way Station where the
water Quality is de-
clared unsafe due to
high ion of
Coliform and E. coli as
such the analyzed val-
ues are high than the
permissible limits of the
WHO.

out that due to lack of |
proper water supply
pipeline designing the
c n

Water from any
source must suit the
purpose for which it is
intended whereas,
drinking water must be
free from pathogenic
organisms and its
chemical and physical
qualities must also be

not in control and the
flow of pollutants into
the main supply line is
a major cause of con-

Multivariate Aspects of Climate Change in Pakista

Syed Mansoor Ahmed:

Climae  change

steams unbeatable chal-

freshwater. The lake
flooding displaced more
than 6,000 people from

river.
Glacial flood out-
burst also poses a seri-

lenges in the future. Ac- ous threat to the upstream villagesandin-
cordmg to the World country’s climate in the undated over 19 kilome-
Bank report, Pakistan Karakorum range. ters of the Karakorum

The sole aim was
reaching and under-
standing the possible
nodes of surge-type gla-
ciers, which are charac-
terized by unsteady
movements and fre-
quent frontal advances
of glaciers. As result, it
causes natural hazards

stands 6th in affectee of
climate change. The aw-
ful and deadly floods of
2010, and2011, extremely
dry weather in a rainy
area, and fluctuation in
actual climate pattern is
alarming and despairing
signs among all the
dwellers of the town.

Highway

Rcccntly, global
warming and subsequent
climate change have in-
creased the constant
state of fear and the risk
of missive outburst
flooding in the respec-
tive mountainous region.
The comprehensive field

Climate by obstructing river evidence, local testimo-
channels, forming ice-  nies by the natives, mod-

g y
Change and Takes, whichwill ern applications of re-
Agriculture in  ultimatelycause GLOFs - mote sensing, and cross-
. and pose threats down-  correlation feature-track-
Pakistan stream of the water. Af-  ing techniques provides

Inaddition, Pakistan
is a semi-arid country.
The focal and depen-
dent source of water is
from the snow-covered

ter meaningful analysis,
it revealed that a surge
between 1998 and 2002
generated 6 GLOFs.

Damages by

the improved under-
standing of glacier
surges and ice-dam for-
mation disclosed the
scale future threat.

Himalayan and the . iers i
Karakorom intheNort.  Climate Change: ~ Glaciersin
em Areas. Indus, Jhelum, Meanwhile, igor-  Pakistan:
Chenab, Ravi, and the ous critical exploration of Itis also noted, his-
Sutlej rivers flow through the Attabad Lake of torically, in  the
this area. Within the wa- Hunza Valley in Gilgit- Karakorum Range 39 gla-

Baltistan is the distinc-
tive event to justify the
future threats of climate
change in the center of

ter calculus, the
country’s entire agricul-
ture iis dependant on wa-
ter flow from the Indus

ciers are responsible for
ice-dam formation. On
the other hand, 36 gla-
ciers build ice bnniers in

the running rivers due to
frontal advance, near to
the densely populated
areas of the Karakorum
region.

By constant obser-
vation of the prevailing
and growing threat of
climate change, it is air-
ing the endless future
threat only due to the
GLOFs.

For instance, the
Indus River System
(IRS) is the jugular vein
ofirrigation in Pakistan.
Itis providing water for
almost 90% of the food
product in Pakistan.

The ice-dam forma-
tion due to the GLOFs
will slow down the wa-
ter flowing pace down-
stream. And could raise
a deep impasse among
the units for water dis-
tribution formula. In the
end, it will ultimately sur-
face the challenge of
food insecurity in Paki-

The Karakorum
Range, more importantly,
is the home of the antici-
pating One Belt One
Road Initiative (OBOR)
by giving with a poten-

tial corridor through the
Karakorum Highway
from Khunjerab to the
seaport at Gawadar in
Balochistan (CPEC) on
the Indian Ocean. There-
fore, the smooth running
of the traffic on the roads
is the keynote for pro-
gressive economic de-
velopment. While the ice
barriers in rivers due to
frontal advance could
inundate the blacktops
of the Karakorum High-
way. The dislocation and
dissolution of roads will
give birth to never-end-
ing challenges due to the
factor of GLOFs.

In the same run,
these lakes and GLOFs
attracted media, political,
and scientific attention
because of the repeated
outburst of floods. So, it
needs the heart blood as
well as collective effec-
tive efforts tobring down
the scale of the future
threat without causing
infinite miseries.

The writer is a Pub-
lic Policy Analyst and
Lecturer at BUET,
Khuzdar.

The Dilemma of Artificial Intelligence (AI) weapons

Masoor ul Hassan:

fare The history of war-
fare is as old as the hu-
man race. The Book of

hancing the level of
physical comfort
and peace of mind. This

i danger associated
with autonomous and

The drinking wa-
ter in these areas is
found objectionable
and unsafe for drink-
ing purposes on the
basis of bacteriological
contamination. Ac-
cordingly, the current
analysis of water qual-
ity discloses that wa-
ter in most of the ar-
eas of the Quetta is ex-
clusively microbiologi-
cally contaminated.
Whereas, other con-
taminations include,
Nitrate, Turbidity, Ar-
senic, hardness, TDS,
and other ions have
been analyzed wherein,
the Nitrate concentra-
tions have been found
higher than the pre-
scribed WHO stan-

suitable for human con-
sumption. Accordingly,
groundwater contami-
nation is approximately
constantly the conse-
quence of human ac-
tivities.

Accordingly, the
(Coliforms and E. Coli)
are those bacteria that
originate from wastes
and intestines of ani-
mals and signal con-
tamination in drinking
water during testing. A
recent report of the Ir-
rigation Department in-
dicates that the high
rate of Coliform and E.
Coli bacteria was found
in the water of Quetta
which signals contami-
nations in the drinking
water that may affect

The study further
reports that the old age
leaking pipes in the
main water supply sys-
tem are also the main
cause of bacterial con-
tamination in the main
supply lines.

The inhabitants of
Quetta may be at risk
of drinking contami-
nated water and may
suffer from various
water-borne diseases.
The report also speci-
fies the high rate of Ni-
trate concentrations in
water in some areas
which may cause Blue
Baby Syndrome dis-
eases in Children. Non-
availability of regular
water quality monitor-
ing of the critical areas

human health and d{;}ist lit and issues cannot be
cause severe illness, as VY ater quall y identified.
such gastroi inal, cont: The author is serv-

vomiting, cramps, diar-

is an extenswe ing as an officer in the
rhea, muscle aches, o

Balochistan Irrigation

and headache. How- [ Department

Genesis states that Caine
killed Abel to satiate
his vengeance.
Ever since ven-
geance, confrontation
and belligerence have

weap- pursuit did improve
amenities of life over time
but alongside increased
societal complexities.
War, being one of the
forms of human relations,
received due attention of
social scientists for de-
fining ethical and moral
issues.

Caine, who may
have used a sharp stone,
astrong branch of a tree,
or simple brute force to

ons systems is
unacceptable. There
exist a near consensus
that such weapons must
not be completely Al-
controlled. remained more pervasive
The design mustin- than cooperation and
clude appropriate levels  amiability in human rela-
of human judgment while ~tions.
resorting to The perception of
them. This line of life as a zero-sum game
thought gains more cre- breeds selfishness and
dence when the present consequent animosity

Measures ECCM. When
the lethality of weapons.
created a situation of
mutually assured de-
struction (MAD) the
situation became unac-
ceptable. Various trea-
ties like Nuclear Nonpro-
liferation Treaty (NPT),
Strategic Arms Reduc-
tion Treaty (START),
and many more were
signed to avert the un-
acceptable destruction
of the human race.
Exercising restraint
was never so important

degree of global polar- between individuals,
ization is groups, or states. In-
taken intoview. The ~ stincts of survival and

Abel, would
be flabbergasted if he
were to visit our times.

restraint was
never so important be-
fore the development of

order is tilt- are reflexive  Thy we live in
ing towards autocracy thusnatural forall living today took centuries
and the likelihood of em- ~organisms including us ~ over centuries to materi-

alize. The use of electro-
magnetic spectrum was
considered a game-
changer

The use of electro-
magnetic spectrum was
considered a game-
changer before Counter
Measures (ECM) were
ped which then
was countered by Elec-
tronic Counter-Counter

humans.

War, being one of
the forms of human rela-
tions, received due at-
tention

However, what dis-
tinguishes Homo sapi-
ens from other living en-
tities is the quest for

ing the forces of
nature like wind, water,
fire, and Sunlight for en-

ployment of these weap-
ons is becoming a real-
ity. The norms and val-
ues of world politics
were subjected to heavy
Trumpian Strain in the
recent past when the
competition of naked
power showed its ugli-
ness in Te-
lations.

The Genesis of war-

weapons;
chemical, biological, ra-
diological, and nuclear.
The Perils and Promises
of Artificial Intelligence

Harnessing the field
of Artificial Intelligence
(AI) in warfare brought
a paradigm shift in the
‘modus operandi of war-
fare. It eliminated the re-
quirement of direct hu-
man involvement in se-
lecting and engaging
targets. Even the smart-

est of the weapons were
hitherto launched and

guided by humans.
This development has
given rise to the debate
of ethics and morality all
over

again. Antonio
Guterres, the UN Secre-
tary-General joined the
skeptics on Twitter
where he wrote in March
2019, “Autonomous ma-
chines with the power
and discretion to select
targets and take lives
without human involve-
‘ment are politically unac-
ceptable, morally repug-
nant and

should be prohib-
ilcd by international
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Pakistan's Ashab Irfan secures Johns Creek
Open squash title in US

LAHORE (INP): Pa-
kistani squash player
Ashab Irfan claimed
victory at the Johns
Creck Open in the
United States on Mon-
day, capping off a
strong run by defeat-
ing Malaysia’s Nathan
in the final.

After dropping
the first game, Ashab
made an impressive
comeback to win

marked Ashab’s third
PSA (Professional
Squash Association)
title of the year. It is
pertinent to mention
that Ashab had ad-
vanced to the final of
the Johns Creck Open
on Sunday, while com-
patriot Asim Khan
was ousted in the semi-
finals.

In the semi-final,
Irfan defeated Brazil’s

three consecutive Diogo Gobbi 3-1 in a
games in just 40 min- 53-minute encounter,
utes. The final with game scores of

scoreline read 8-11,
11-2,11-2, 11-6 in fa-
vor of the Pakistani
star. The tournament,
which boasted a prize
purse of $12,000, saw
Irfan deliver a stellar
performance.
Thi

11-7,14-12,4-11, and
11-5. Meanwhile, top-
seed Asim suffered a
surprise defeat against
Malaysia’s Nathan
Chua, losing 3-1 with
scores of 11-9, 4-11,
11-7,and 11-9.
Earlier on Satur-

victory

day, both Pakistani
players had delivered
impressive perfor-
mances to reach the
semi-finals.  Asim
overcame Egypt’s
Omar El Kattan 3-1 in
46-minute
quarterfinal, with game
scores of 10-12, 11-3,
11-3, 13-11. Ashab
dominated Mexico’s
Cesar Segundo 3-0 in
his quarterfinal, win-
ning 11-3, 11-8, 11-3.
Both players had also
secured their
quarterfinal berths
with strong second-
round performances
on Thursday.
Top-seed Asim
defeated  Egypt’s
Kareem Badawi 3-1
in 45 minutes (11-3,
11-6,5-11, 11-8), while

S

second-seed Ashab
Irfan dismantled the
United States” Christo-
pher Gordon in just 20
minutes (11-2,11-4, 11-
4), showcasing aggres-
sive shot-making and
high-paced play.
However,
Pakistan’s Ahsan Ayaz
and Muhammad
Huzaifa Ibrahim were
eliminated earlier. Sev-
enth-seed Ayaz lost a
five-game  thriller
against Omar El
Kattan, falling 11-4, 10-
12,9-11, 11-8, 8-11 in
58 minutes. Huzaifa
Ibrahim bowed out in
the round of 16, de-
feated by Brazil’s third-
seed Diego Gobbi 9-11,
11-3, 11-4, 11-6 in 47
minutes, despite win-
ning the opening game.

(QUETTA: MPA Mir Zafarullah Khan Zehri meeting with Governor Balochistan Jafar|

Khan Mandokhail.

Social media age-limit bill to be withdrawn
from Senate

ISLAMABAD
(INP): The Senate is
set to withdraw a pri-
vate bill seeking to ban
social media use for

for non-compliance.
On the instruc-
tions of the party lead-
ership, PPP senators
Masroor Ahsan and

children under 16, af- Sarmad Ali have
ter objections from agreed to withdraw the
key stakeholders. bill

PPP senators behind
the proposal con-
firmed that a revised
draft will be reintro-
duced with significant
changes.

According  to
sources, stakeholders
raised strong objec-
tions to the proposed
16-year age limit, as
well as the punish-
ments outlined in the
draft. Concerns were
also expressed over
the requirement to
block accounts of mi-
nors and the penalties

A motion to with-
draw the private bill
will be presented in the
Senate, which will be
reintroduced in the
House after changes
through mutual consul-
tation.

The revised bill is
expected to propose a
lower minimum age
from 16, with 13 or 14
years under consider-
ation. Instead of harsh
penalties, the new draft
will likely reduce the
six-month prison term
and Rs5 million fine for

violators.

Sources also said
that parents’ role will
be strengthened in
monitoring and block-
ing the social media
accounts of minors,
ensuring a shared re-
sponsibility between
families and platforms.

On July 21, the
Senate had introduced
the Social Media
(Age-Restricted Us-
ers) Bill 2025, propos-
ing a complete ban on
the use of social me-
dia by individuals un-
der the age of 16.

The bill, jointly
presented by senators
Sarmad Ali and Syed
Masroor Ahsan,
sought to create a
safer digital environ-
ment for minors and

held social media com-
panies accountable for
compliance.
According to the
text of the bill, any per-
son or company found
allowing access to so-
cial media platforms to
users under 16 could
face a fine ranging
from Rs50,000 to Rs5
million. In more serious
violations, individuals
may face up to six
months imprisonment.
The bill made it
mandatory for social
media companics to
verify users’ age and
block accounts belong-
ing to minors. The Pa-
kistan Telecommunica-
tion Authority (PTA)
would have served as
the regulatory body,
empowered to:

IRSA releases
544,000
cusecs water
T | SWABI(INP): At least
ISLAMABAD (INP): | 15 people were feared
Indus River System Au- | dead after a powerful
thority (IRSA) on Mon- | cloudburst struck Dalori

day released 544,000
cusecs water from vari-
ous rim stations with in-

Gadoon in Swabi, sub-
merging homes and trig-
gering landslides in the
flow 0f 541,800 cusecs. | mountainous area, offi-

Accordmg to the | cials confirmed on Mon-
data released by IRSA, | day.
the water level in River
Indus at Tarbela Dam
was 1546.60 feet which
was 144.60 feet higher
than the dead level of
1402.00 feet. Water in-
flow and outflow in the
dam was recorded as
338,300 cusecs and
379,100 cusecs, respec-
tively.

The water level in
River Jhelum at Mangla
Dam was 1213.00 feet,
which was 163.00 feet
higher than its dead
level of 1,050 feet. The
inflow and outflow of
water was recorded
46,100 cusecs and 8,000
cusecs, reepecuvely

Swabi Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Nasrullah
said 12 houses were com-
pletely submerged as
heavy water flow swept
through the village. The
powerful torrents caused
significant destruction,
leaving many families
stranded. According to
initial reports, multiple
casualties are feared as
houses collapsed under

the pressure of water.
Being a mountain-
ous region, Dalori
Gadoon also experienced
landslides at several
points, further compli-
cating rescue operations.
oads leading to

Cloudburst in Swabi
dead, 12 houses submerged

the affected areas were
partially blocked, delay-
ing relief efforts.

“The flow of water
is extremely fast due to
the cloudburst,” the DC
said, adding that machin-
ery and rescue teams
have been dispatched to
clear blocked routes.

Moreover, a land-
slide in Bada Gadoon re-
sulted in vehicles being.
buried under the debris.
Several vehicles were
trapped due to heavy
rocks and mudslides, as
per local sources.

Rescue teams from
Haripur and Mardan
were called in to assist
local authorities. The DC
confirmed that the
tant commissioner, Civil
Defense, police, and
volunteers had also
reached the site.
Emergency mea-
sures have been taken at
nearby hospitals, with
‘medicines, camps, and

'QUETTA: Group photo of PPP leader SarfarazAhmed Khosa and others with provincial ministers Mir|
|Saleem Ahmed Khosa and Mir Muhammad Khan Lehri.

15 feared

relicf supplies prepared
for vict]

Govt monitoring
situation Deputy Com-
missioner Nasrullah said
that the chief minister and
chief secretary are per-
sonally moniforing the
situation. He urged citi-
zens to come forward and
voluntarily assist the af-
fected families. “Thisis a
critical time, and people
should join hands to sup-
port those who have lost
everything,” he ap-
pealed.

The district adminis-
tration has expressed
concern that the death
toll may rise as search
and rescue teams con-
tinue to retrieve people
trapped under debris and
collapsed houses.

Officials warned
residents in nearby vil-
lages to remain cautious
as therisk of further land-
slides and flash floods
remains high.

(QUETTA: Member of Provincial Assembly Muhammad Sadiq Sanjrani meeting with Chief Minister|
Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti.

NDMA chief warns of two more monsoon
spells, glacier melt poses risk to GB, AJK

ISLAMABAD (INP): recalled that Pakistanhad CMH hospitals have comprehenslve efforts
National Disaster Man-  also faced severe flood- also been put on alert, are being made to ad-
agement Authority ingin2022. and the Prime Minister ~dress the damage.

(NDMA) Chairman He revealed that so  will soon approve a na- Information Minister
Lieutenant General Inam  far, around 670 lives have  tional relief package to  Attaullah Tarar also ad-
Haider stated on Mon-  been lost, and unfortu- address the damages.  dressed the media, noting
day that the country is nately, 80 to 90 people are Federal Minister that a high-level meeting
currently experiencing still missing. With two for Climate Change chaired by the Prime Min-
the seventh spell of the more monsoon spells ex- Musadik Malik stated ister had taken place to
monsoon season, with pected, the final one will that due to climate review the recent flood
two more spells ex- likely passby September change, cloudburst situation caused by mon-
pected to follow. He 10. Complete data onthe conditions have soon rains. The meeting
warned that the melting damages willbe available emerged. He stressed assessed the current sta-

of glaciers poses a threat  after that date. that Pakistan contrib- tus in Khyber
to Gilgit-Baltistan and Lieutenant General utes lessthan 1%to glo-  Pakhtunkhwa and Gilgit-
Kashmir, and lhal Inam Haider said the gov- bal carbon emissions, Baltistan, as well as the
Islamabad ernment, with the help of  yet glaciers are melung ongoing reliefand rescue
Rawalpindi could also the Pakistan Army and due to the carbon out- operations.

be affected. other institutions, 1s col-  put of major polluting He added that coor-

During a media
briefing alongside Fed-
eral Minister for Climate
Change Musadik Malik
and Minister for Infor-
mation Attaullah Tarar,
the NDMA chairman
said that Pakistan is
passing through its sev-
enth monsoon spell and
that climate change is
accelerating the melting
of glaciers. He added

lecting data, and the top
priority is rescuing
people and relocating
them to relief camps. As
per the prime minister’s
directives, more than 400
relief camps have been
established. Army engi-
neers are also providing
all possible support to
assist those affected. Re-
lief trucks are being dis-
patched in convoys to

nations—about 7 to 8
countries that are dam-
aging the environment.
He said efforts are un-
derway, in collaboration
with provincial govern-
ments, to restore infra-
structure and to con-
front this natural disas-
ter collectively. The fed-
eral government is com-
mitted to compensating
flood victims and taking

dination with provincial
governments has been
effective, and several pre-
monsoon planning meet-
ings were held at the Na-
tional Command and
Control Centre with par-
ticipation fromall provin-
cial representatives. Ac-
cording to him, NDMA
has been consistently
providing data to the rel-
evant authorities through

that this trend could in-  Buner and other affected meaningful steps for its early warning system,
tensify in the coming areas, and every effort is  their rehabilitation. and strong national-level
years, being made to deliver Musadik Malik ex- efforts are ongoing to

According to him,
glacier meltis increasing
the risk for areas like
Gilgit-Baltistan and
Kashmir, while cloud-
bursts in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa have
‘made the monsoon situ-
ation more serious. He

food supplies to the vic-
tims.

The NDMA chair-
man added that reserve
systems are in place at
army aviation bases, and
severely injured indi-
viduals are being taken to
major hospitals. Large

Schools closed again amid heavy rainfall,
flash floods

sure to safeguard stu-
dents and staff.

The Met Office has
forecast heavy rainfall
and thunderstorms in
several districts, includ-
ing  Muzaffarabad,
Rawalakot, Bagh, Haveli,
Kotli, Mirpur, and
Bhimber, over the coming
days. It cautioned that
the weather conditions
may trigger flash flooding
and landslides, particu-
larly in hilly areas. In ad-
dition, the department
warned of heavy to very

pressed heartfelt sym-
pathy for the victims
and emphasized that
Pakistan, despite con-
tributing little to global
emissions, is bearing the
brunt of the climate cri-

manage the situation.

e concluded by
saying that relief supplies
and aid operations are in
progress, and that the
Pakistan Army and all
welfare organizations are
actively assisting those
affected.

s.
He assured that

BAGH (INP): Authori-

heavy rainfall in
Islamabad within the
next 24 hours, with brief’
intervals in between.
Officials said the
closure of schools in
Bagh was a necessary
step to reduce risks as
the region braces for the
impact of the ongoing
‘monsoon spell.
Temperature of ma-
jor cities recorded this
morning: Islamabad
twenty-six degree cen-
tigrade, Lahore and
Peshawar twenty-eight,

Karachi twenty-nine,
Quetta and Gilgit twenty-
one, Murree seventeen
and Muzaffarabad
twenty-three degree cen-
tigrade.

According to the
weather forecast for In-
dian Tllegally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir,
cloudy weather with
chances of rain and wind
with thundershower is
expected in Srinagar,
Jammu, Leh, Pulwama,
‘Anantnag, Shopian and
Baramula.

ties in Bagh, Azad
Jammu and Kashmir,
have ordered the tempo-
rary closure of all
schools and other edu-
cational institutions fol-
lowinga high flood alert
sued by the Meteoro-
logical Department.
According to an
official notification,
both public and private
schools across the dis-
trictwill remaincl on
August 18 and 19, 2025
as a precautionary mea-

—
[QUETTA: Provincial Finance Minister Mir Shoaib Noshirwani is issuing orders after listening to the

problems of the people.
Saudi king, NOTICE INVITING TENDER J=),
Crown prince g = =}
offer condolences

to Pakistan over
flood victims

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Saudi Arabia's King
Salman and Crown
Prince Mohammed bin
Salman on Monday

condoled with Pakman
over the victims of
floods that struck the
country's north, result-
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people of Pakistan as a
whole.
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Pakistan Army’s flood relief operation
continues KP, GB

BUNER (INP): The flood re-
lief operation by Pakistan
Army in Buner, Swat, Shangla
and Bajaur continues for the
fourth consecutive day on
Monday despite heavy rains.

Ration and other relief
goods are being distributed
among flood victims through
Pakistan Army's helicopters,
while people are also being
shifted to safer places.

The contingents of Paki-
stan Army Engineers Corps
are engaged in opening roads

and removing the debris.
The Urban Search and

Rescue teams of the Corps of

Engineers are also busy in re-
trieving the injured and bodies
from the rubble.

The doctors of Pakistan
Army are providing medical
treatment to the patients free
of cost in the medical camps
that have been set up in the
affected areas.

Pakistan Army troops are
also engaged in relief opera-
tions in flood and landslide af-

Lo i,
ISLAMABAD: Federal Minis

fected districts of Gilgit-
Baltistan.

The Army Engineer's
Corps and FWO are busy to
open roads that were blocked
due to land sliding.

The Islamabad-Gilgit
Highway via Babusar Top has
been reopened, while Hunza
Road, which heads towards
Estiqwar and China,

Deosai Road, and Jaglot-
Skardu Road, except Estiq
Bridge, have also been re-
opened for traffic.

ister for Climate Changc Musadik Malik heold a meeting wl!ll Laura|
|Jalasjoki Country Representative of the Global Green Growth Imitative (GGGI) .

Sherry Rehman calls for swift, bold steps to
combat 'timber mafia, growing flood risks

ISLAMABAD (INP): Senator
erry Rehman of the Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP) on Monday
alarmed the nation by stressing
the urgent need for large-scale
tree planting and a strict crack-
down on the timber mafia to pro-
tect the environment and reduce
escalating disaster risks.

Inan exclusive interview with
a local news channel, Senator
Sherry Rehman highlighted the
alarming activities of the timber
mafia in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
where large-scale tree felling and
mountain cutting are severely
damaging the environment.

She also raised concerns
about illegal riverbed mining,
which is exacerbating the region’s
ecological imbalance and increas-
ing vulnerability to floods.

Rehman stressed the urgent
need for extensive tree plantation
campaigns to restore the natural
landscape and prevent further
degradation.

She emphasized that protect-

ing these vital resources is essen-

Pakistan’s dis

ster management

and strengthening the country’s
resilience against future natural
disasters.

Senator Rehman
stressed the need for i

also

Addressing the query, she
lauded Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif and PPP Bilawal Bhutto for
their leadership in oblaining
funds to tackle cli

alternatives to plastic, calling for
stronger policies to reduce plas-
tic pollution nationwide.

She emphasized the impor-
tance of comprehensive environ-

She reaffirmed her role in rais-
ing early warnings, pointing out
that the urgent need for invest-
ment has been clear to her since
the start.

mental planning and
urban development to safeguard
vulnerable areas from climate-re-
lated disasters.

Furthermore, she underlined
the necessity of investing in early
warning systems and establish-
ing robust de-watering mecha-
nisms to effectively tackle flood-
ing.

She also urged the govern-
ments to ensure that no interna-
tional grants for climate resilience
2o unused, advocating for the
active pursuit of funding from for-
eign countries to strengthen

ritten work
against the timber mafia, she
stressed the importance of find-
ing substitutes for plastic bottles
and bags as well.

She urged journalists and
media outlets to intensify their
reporting on timber mafia activi-
ties to increase public scrutiny
and accountability.

Answering the question, she
warned that the flood death toll in
northern regions is distressingly
high and stressed that the lack of
proper planning has significantly
contributed to the cri:

Sindh govt says arrangements in place as
parts of Karachi receive light rain

NEWS DESK: Sindh Minister for
Local Government Saced Ghani
said that arrangements were in
place to deal with the upcoming
‘monsoon spell as parts of Karachi
received light rain on Monday.

Monsoon rains fall across
the region from June to Septem-
ber, offeringrespite from the sum-
‘mer heat and are crucial to replen-
ishing water supplies. However,
heavy downpours also trigger
deadly floods, landslides and dis-
placement, particularly in vulner-
able, poorly drained, or densely
populalcd areas. Under the influ-
ence of approaching monsoon
currents, Karachi experienced hot
and humid weather on Sunday
and the Meteorological
Depart-ment forecast rain with
thunderstorms for today in the
city. Speaking at a press confer-
ence in Karachi, Ghani said:
“There are chances of severe rains
in Sindh, especially in Karachi,
with chances of urban flooding
.... regarding that, whatever is hu-
‘manely possible, which a person,
government or institution can do,
we have made those arrange-
ments.”

He added that instructions
were given earlier as well about
rain preparations and that the
Sindh chief minister had directed
the same in a meeting today as
well.

According to the Met Office,
rainfall as of 8am at Surjani Town
was recorded at 2.4 millimetres,
1.5mm in Gulshan-i-Maymar and
Korangi and Imm at Faisal airbase,

while trace rainfall was recorded
in Gulshan-i-Hadeed, University
Road, Jinnah Terminal, North
Karachi, Keamari, Nazimabad and
old airport area.

An update by the department
at 6:51pm said that light to moder-
ate rain-wind/thundershower was
expected in Karachi and the sur-
rounding coastal areas in the next
one to three hours.

According to a notice by the
Sindh Provincial Disaster Man-
agement Authority, the Pakistan
Meteorological Depart-ment
(PMD) has forecast widespread
rain and thunderstorms with few
moderate to isolated heavy or
very heavy falls in the province

ever is lacking you see — but
when there’s a difficulty, I think
we should show solidarity”.

Last month, at least six people
lost their lives in different inci-
dents of roof collapse, electrocu-
tion and drowning during wide-
spread rains in many districts of
Sindh.

Meanwhile, Sindh Chief Min-
ister Syed Murad Ali Shah chaired
an emergency meeting to oversee
preparations for the monsoon
rains expected to impact Karachi
and other parts of the province.

A press release from his of-
fice said CM Shah put all the local
bodies, administration and traffic
police on high alert, and directed

till August 22, with
gaps.

The rains are likely in
Karachi, Hyderabad, Jacobabad,
Shikarpur, Larkano, Kamber
Shahdadkot, Ghotki, Sukkur,
Kashmore, Naushahro Feroze,
Dadu, Mirpurkhas, Sanghar,
Khairpur, Shaheed Benazirabad,
Jamshoro, Tando Muhammad
Khan, Tando Allahyar, Umerkot,
Thatta, Sujawal, Badin, Matiari
and Tharparker from today.

Ghani added that local coun-
cils were told to mobilise their re-
sources and make arrangements
specifically for chronic problem
areas so citizens face minimal dif-
ficulties during the rain.

He also requested people and
opposition parties to avoid criti-
cism at a time of calamity, but to
focus on helping the people, add-
ing, “later you can criticise what-

them to
between the relevant departments
and organisations.

The meeting, held at CM
House, was attended by Ghani,
Karachi Mayor Barrister Murtaza
Wahab, Sindh Chief Secretary
AsifHyder Shah, Principal Secre-
tary to Chief Minister Agha Wasif,
Finance Secretary Fayaz Jatoi,
Local Government Secretary
‘Waseem Shamshad, and others.

The chief minister focused
on ensuring the city’s infrastruc-
ture was ready to handle the an-
ticipated downpour, while the
‘mayor briefed him on ongoing ef-
forts to improve drainage systems
at 44 nullahs and critical choking
points across Karachi, with ap-
proximately 150 drains under the
control of towns undergoing
cleaning to facilitate the smooth
flow of rainwater.

[TEHRA!

o g o 3

153

‘e, f

Federal Minister for National Food Security & Research, witnessing the signing of landmark]
agreements on agricultural trade and cooperation between Pakistan and Iran in Tehran.

PM reviews ongoing relief, rehabilitation
efforts in flood areas

ISLAMABAD (INP): Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif on Monday
chaired a high-level meeting to
review ongoing reliefand rehabili-
tation efforts for rain and flood
victims in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
announcing that the federal cabi-
net will donate one month’s sal-
ary to support affected families.

During the meeting, the pre-
mier stressed that service must
take precedence over politics in
this hour of crisis.

He said compensation will be
provided to the families of the de-
ceased and other victims under the

Prime Minister’s Relief Package.

Mr Shehbaz directed federal
ministers to personally supervise
the distribution

of relief goods and rehabili-
tation operations in flood-hit ar-
eas to ensure transparency and
swift assistance.

PM Shehbaz instructed the

sary funds immediately, while the
Ministry of Health will send medi-
cal teams and medicines to the af-
fected regions.

According to an official brief-
ing, more than 400 rescue opera-
tions have been conducted, and
46 relief camps have been estab-
lished to shcltcr d)spldccd fdm)hcs

at

National Disaster

Authority (NDMA) to submit a
final assessment of damages
along with acomprehensive plan
for the distribution of aid.

The Ministry of Finance has
been directed to release neces-

Propertyd:
over Rs125 million.

The premier emphasised that
federal ministers will remain in the
field until the last affected citizen
receives assistance and basic in-
frastructure is fully restored.

At least 670 dead in K-P, Gilgit-Baltistan
floods: chairman NDMA

NEWS DESK: At least 670 people
have died and 1,000 others have
been injured in recent rains, floods
and landslides across Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa (K-P) and Gilgit-
Baltistan (G-B), the National Di-
saster Management Authority
™ € E

[DMA) Chairman said on Mon-

ay.

NDMA Chairman Lieutenant
General Inam Haider Malik said
over 420 flood relief camps have
been activated in the affected ar-
eas, adding that the authority re-
mains in constant coordination
with provincial governments to
ensure timely

and streams in mountainous re-
gions to safer locations.

According to the Weather
Advisory issued by the National
Emergency Operation Centre of
the NDMA, moderate to heavy
rainfall is expected in various
parts of Punjab, Sindh, and K-P
till August 20th.

The weather advisory high-
lights that moderate to heavy
rainfall is expected in Punjab, par-
ticularl in  Islamabad,
Rawalpindi, Lahore, Faisalabad,
Gujranwala, Sialkot, Multan,
Bahawalpur,

and's

ding areas. In K-

Briefing reporters alongside
Minister for Information Attaullah
Tarar and Minister for Climate
Change Musadik Malik, he said
two to three more monsoon spells
are expected, with the current spell
likely to continue until Friday. He
added that the situation is ex-
pected to normalise by the end of
September.

Tarar said a meeting chaired
by the Prime Minister reviewed the
flood situation and ongoing res-
cue operations in K-P and G-B. He
stressed that coordination with
provincial governments is being
carried out effectively, with
NDMA regularly providing early
warning data.

Malik said the foremost pri-
orityis to rescue people and shift
them to safer areas. He added that
a damage will begin

P, heavy rainfall is predicted for
Peshawar, Swat, Hazara,
Mansehra, Abbottabad, and
Chitral regions, among others.

In Sindh, areas like Karachi,
Sukkur, Larkana, Hyderabad, and
Badin are expected to experience
significant rainfall.

In Lower Dir, continuous

d streams and

ignificantly

g the water level of the

Panjkora River. Landslides along

several roads, including Grand

Trunk (GT) Road, have further

disrupted traffic and access to af-
fected areas.

A stormy downpour resulted
in the collapse of a roof in the
Pabbi Choky Mamrez area, tragi-
cally claiming the lives of a hus-
band and wife in Nowshera.

‘hile, in Swabi, land-

once the monsoon season is over.

Musadik Malik said all-out
efforts will be made to compen-
sate victims for their losses and
urged provincial governments to
rescile people living along rivers

slides in the remote Gadoon
Amazai region have blocked key
routes, while a flood torrent has
surged into the village of Gandaf.

In response to the growing
crisis, the Ministry of Health, at

the request of the NDMA, has dis-
patched critical supplies, includ-
ing medicines, tents, blankets, and
dewatering pumps, to the flood-
affected regions.

Federal Health Minister
Mustafa Kamal said that the min-
istry s in constant communication
with NDMA and the provincial
authorities to ensure the timely
and effective delivery of aid.

On the directive of the Chief
Minister of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa,
the Provincial Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (PDMA) has com-
pleted the delivery of relief goods
to the flood-affected districts of
Buner, Bajaur, Swat, and Shangla,
according to a PDMA spokesper-
son.

A total of 89 trucks carrying
essential supplies have been dis-
patched to meet the urgent needs
of families impacted by recent
rains and flash floods.

The relief consignment in-
cludes 1,800 family tents, 1,000
winterised tents, 3,100 matiresscs,
3,500 pillows, 1,500 hygiene kits,
3,300kitchen sets, 2,100 tarpaulins,
31300 mats, 4,400 mosquito nets,
3,800 blankets, 1,000 jerrycans,
1,000 bedding sets, 1,750 solar
lamps, 10 dewatering pumps, 10
generators, 100 life jackets, and
500 gas cylinders.

These supplies are aimed at
providing immediate shelter, daily
living support, and assistance in
the rehabilitation process of the
affected communities.

In addition, PDMA has dis-
bursed a total of Rs800 million to
the flood-hit districts, with Buner
— the worst affected — receiving
Rs500 million.

ISLAMABAD: Swedish Ambassador to Pakistan Alexandra Berg von Linde calls on Federal Minister|
for Commerce Jam Kamal Khan.

CM Sindh approves construction of two towers in
Larkana hospital,increase bed capacity up-to 600

KARACHI (INP): Sindh
Chief Minister (CM) Syed
Murad Ali Shah chaired a
meeting regarding the estab-
lishment of a modern

hospital in Larkana on
Monday. The meeting was held
in the Chief Minister's house
Sindh Karachi.

The meeting was attended
by Health Minister Dr Azra
Fazal Pechuho, MPA Jameel
Soomro, Chief Secretary Asif
Hyder Shah, Principal

Secretary Agha Wasif,
P&D Chairman Najam Shah,
Health Secretary Rehan
Baloch, Finance Secretary
Fayaz Jatoi and others.

A briefing was givento the

Sindh CM during the meeting
about the 16-acre hospital site
in Larkana city. Sindh CM ap-
proves construction of two
towers in Larkana hospital.

The bed capacity in
Larkana hospital to be in-
creased to 600. "The old hos-
pital in the city center will be
rebuilt on modern lines, ensur-
ing all facilities are available
in one place.

""Emergency, gynecology,
cardiology, children's hospital,
surgical, and other facilities will
be available under one roof,"
says Murad Ali Shah.

Sindh CM directs Chief
Secretary to promptly hire a
consultant. "The consultant

will prepare a layout for con-
structing different towers in the
hospital. All roads leading to the
hospital will be widened."T want
the Larkana hospital to be con-
structed and operational within
two years," announces CM
Sindh.

Sindh CM directs Chief
Secretary to form a committee,
the Larkana Hospital Commit-
tee, to include P&D Chairman,
Finance Secretary, and Health
Secretary. "The committee
must hire a consultant, finalize
the hospital's design and initiate
work immediately, "Sindh CM
instructs Chief Secretary to is-
sue a notification for the hospi-
tal committee.




