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Illegal Trawling in Balochistan
Will Not Be Tolerated, Says

CM Sarfraz Bugti

Karachi continues to receive
heavy rain; main streets flooded,

several areas without power

5.2-magnitude quake
 jolts Islamabad, Rawalpindi,

and parts of KP: PMD

Pakistan among most climate-hit countries: Senate chairman
NEWS DESK: Chairman Senate Syed Yusuf Raza
Gilani has said that climate change is an urgent real-
ity and despite contributing less than one percent
to global emissions, Pakistan is among the most
climate-affected countries, facing floods, glacial
melt, and droughts.

He expressed these views while addressing the
“Ethiopia–Pakistan Green Dialogue: Lessons from
Ethiopia’s Green Legacy” at the Comstech Audito-
rium, Islamabad, on Monday.

The OIC Standing Committee on Scientific and
Technological Cooperation (COMSTECH), in col-
laboration with the Embassy of the Federal Demo-
cratic Republic of Ethiopia, organised the dialogue.
He praised Ethiopia’s Green Legacy Initiative as a
global model of reforestation and sustainability, not-
ing that both nations face common challenges but
can find solutions through South-South coopera-
tion. He underlined Pakistan’s active role in global
climate diplomacy, including championing the Loss
and Damage Fund at COP27 and advancing climate
finance at COP29.

Mr Gilani called for practical collaboration
through joint task forces, parliamentary exchanges,
and research partnerships, while inviting Ethiopia’s
parliamentary leadership to the upcoming Inter-Par-
liamentary Speakers’ Conference. He informed the

further stated that Pakistan’s Green Pakistan Programme, Living Indus Initia-
tive, and Indus Delta Blue Carbon Project resonate with Ethiopia’s visionary
Green Legacy Initiative.

 “If climate change is our greatest challenge, South-South cooperation is
our most potent tool”, Chairman Senate remarked.

“We face shared constraints—limited climate finance, exposure to ex-
treme weather, and climate-dependent economies,” he added. He observed
that the way forward lies in coordinated efforts at the government, parliamen-
tary and institutional levels.

He called for maximizing linkages in legislative spheres, creating a Joint
Task Force on Climate Resilience to coordinate policy and projects and strength-
ening linkages between academia and research institutes to exchange exper-
tise. The Chairman Senate also invited Ethiopia’s Parliamentary leadership to
the ISC in Islamabad in November 2025.

He said: “Together, we can build a greener, safer, and sustainable future.”
Earlier, in his welcome remarks, Prof. Dr. M. Iqbal Choudhary, Coordinator

General, OIC-COMSTECH, highlighted the importance of green diplomacy
and collective action in tackling global challenges such as climate change,
deforestation and environmental degradation.

Ambassador Dr. Jemal Beker Abdula underlined Ethiopia’s remarkable
achievements through the Green Legacy campaign, which has set an interna-
tional benchmark for combating climate change through mass tree plantation
and sustainable practices. The participants expressed strong support for fur-
ther enhancing Pakistan–Ethiopia collaboration in climate resilience, ecologi-
cal restoration and sustainable development. The dialogue underscored the
shared vision of both countries in advancing environmental diplomacy and
building a greener, sustainable future for generations to come.

5.2-magnitude quake
 jolts Islamabad, Rawalpindi,

and parts of KP: PMD
NEWS DESK: A 5.2-

magnitude earthquake
on Tuesday jolted
Islamabad, Rawalpindi,
and several parts of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
the Seismic Network of
the Pakistan Meteoro-
logical Department
(PMD) said in a state-
ment.

According to the
statement, the quake was
felt in Islamabad,
Rawalpindi,  KP’s
Peshawar, Swat, Chitral,
and Abbottabad.

The PMD’s press
release said that the
earthquake originated at
10:20am PKT. Its
epicentre was the Hindu
Kush region in Afghani-
stan, at a depth of 190
kilometres.

Punjab’s Provincial
Disaster Management
Authority reported that
the earthquake was also
felt in the province’s di-
visions of Bahawalpur,

Dera Ghazi Khan,
Faisalabad, Gujranwala,
Gujrat, Lahore, Multan,
Sahiwal and Sargodha.

No casualties have
been reported so far, and
according to KP’s Res-
cue 1122 spokesperson
Bilal Faizi, an emergency
has not yet been de-
clared. Pakistan falls on
three major tectonic
plates — the Arabian,

Euro-Asian and Indian
— which create five seis-
mic zones under the
country.  The intersec-
tion of multiple fault lines
means that tectonic
movements remain a fre-
quent occurrence in the
region.

The Hindu Kush re-
gion is recognised as one
of the most active seis-
mic zones in the world,

lying at the junction of
the Indian and Eurasian
tectonic plates where
their ongoing collision
generates frequent
earthquakes, including
rare deep-focus events
that can reach depths of
over 200km, according to
the US Geological Sur-
vey. This seismicity is at-
tributed to subduction-
related processes.

Qaseem Shah:
QUETTA, AUGUST 19 –
Balochistan Chief Minis-
ter Mir Sarfraz Bugti has
issued strict directives to
end illegal trawling in the
province’s coastal wa-
ters, calling it an injus-
tice to local fishermen
and coastal communi-
ties.

He said such prac-
tices would not be toler-
ated under any circum-
stances and ordered the
Fisheries Department to
ensure i ts complete
eradication.

The Chief Minister
was addressing a high-
level meeting of the Sec-
retaries Committee at the
CM Secretariat. The
meeting was attended by
provincial ministers Mir
Zahoor Ahmed Buledi,
Mir Saleem Khan Khosa,
and Mir Shoaib
Nosherwani, along with
Chief Secretary
Balochistan Shakeel
Qadir Khan, Additional
Chief Secretaries Zahid
Saleem and Hamza
Shafqat, Principal Secre-
tary Babar Khan, and
secretaries of all depart-
ments.

During the meeting,
a comprehensive review
of ongoing development
projects in Balochistan
was conducted.  CM
Bugti emphasized that all
departments are respon-
sible for ensuring trans-
parency, quality, and
timely completion of
projects. He directed

that small schemes with
100% allocations must
be completed by January
1 next year, stressing that
no compromise on qual-
ity will be accepted.

Bugti further high-
lighted that the provin-
cial government’s top
priority is to complete
public interest develop-
ment schemes within the
stipulated time.

He ordered all de-
partments to ensure
transparent and timely
use of allocated funds,
while also establishing a
robust Monitoring and
Evaluation (M&E) sys-
tem to track institutional
performance, project
progress, and fund utili-
zation. Every department
will now be required to

submit a monthly report
on project status and ex-
penditures.

The Chief Minister
warned that officers re-
sponsible for negligence
or delays would face
strict action.

“The resources of
Balochistan belong to
the people and must be
spent on public service
and welfare projects.
Transparency, speed,
and accountability are
our key priorities,” he
stated.

The meeting also
discussed the education
sector, where CM Bugti
directed officials to expe-
dite reforms in the
Balochistan Board of In-
termediate and Second-
ary Education. He em-

phasized ensuring merit
and transparency to
transform the Board into
a model institution.

Additionally, Bugti
instructed that the next
committee meeting
should review all foreign-
funded and federal
projects.

He announced that
the practice of “concept
papers” is being abol-
ished, and only practical,
site-assessed PC-1s will
be considered for ap-
proval. He also directed
that departmental ap-
proval for new develop-
ment projects must be
completed at least three
months before the an-
nual budget, to guaran-
tee timely implementa-
tion.

Balochistan to Launch
Province-Wide

Prisoner Screening for TB,
Hepatitis, and AIDS

Staff Reporter:
QUETTA, AUGUST 19 –
The Government of
Balochistan has an-
nounced a province-
wide health screening
program for prisoners,
covering TB, Hepatitis,
and AIDS, on the direc-
tives of Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti, Health
Minister Bakh
Muhammad Kakar, and
Health Secretary
Mujeebur Rehman
Panezai. The initiative is
designed to safeguard
inmates and prison staff
while curbing the spread
of infectious diseases.
The decision was final-
ized during a high-level
meeting of the
Balochistan TB Control
Program, attended by
senior health experts in-
cluding Dr. Sher Afzal
Raisani,  Dr.  Sareen
Nosherwani, Dr. Amir Ali
Bugti, Dr. Aimal Khan,
Dr. Muhammad Shahid
Tareen, and Dr. Dawood
Achakzai. Officials em-
phasized the importance
of a comprehensive

health strategy in pris-
ons to ensure early de-
tection and timely treat-
ment of life-threatening
illnesses. The screening
campaign, they noted,
will not only improve
healthcare services for

inmates but also create a
healthier prison environ-
ment, protect staff mem-
bers, and strengthen the
province’s overall public
health system.

According to health
authorities, the program

will play a vital role in
reducing the disease
burden in Balochistan
and aligns with the
government’s vision of
improving public health
services across the prov-
ince.

Panjgur Attack: Four
Killed, One Injured

in Balochistan
Armed Assault

P A N J G U R
(BALOCHISTAN) —
Four people were shot
dead and another was
injured when unidenti-
fied gunmen attacked a
house in the Sordo area
of Panjgur late at night,
police officials con-
firmed on Tuesday.

According to de-
tails,  the assailants
opened fire on the resi-
dence, killing Nizam, Is-
lam, Ghulam Sarwar, and
Ali,  while Shah
Muhammad sustained
serious injuries. Police
said that one victim be-
longed to Quetta, an-
other to Grisha in

Khuzdar, while the other
two were residents of
Panjgur.

The motive of the
armed assault remains
unknown, and authori-
ties have launched a
thorough investigation
into the attack. A case
has been registered, and
police teams are carrying
out search operations in
the area.

This incident adds
to the growing concerns
over the law and order
situation in Balochistan,
where sporadic attacks
by unidentified armed
groups continue to chal-
lenge local security.

Karachi
Under Water

Karachi wit-
nessed heavy mon-
soon showers, with
certain parts of the city
receiving more than
100mm of rainfall, rais-
ing concerns of urban
flooding and damage
to infrastructure.
Within hours, several
main roads were sub-
merged, disrupting
traffic flow and leav-
ing commuters stuck
for long durations.“

“Low-lying locali-
ties faced severe wa-
ter accumulation as
rainwater entered
houses, markets,  and
workplaces, forcing

many residents to
move to safer places.

W i d e s p r e a d
power breakdowns
were also reported in
different districts, fur-
ther compounding pub-
lic difficulties.“

“Rescue services
and city administration
teams have been de-
ployed across affected
areas to drain water
and restore normal
life.“ “Disclaimer: The
accompanying image
is AI-generated. It
does not depict an ac-
tual incident but has
been created through
artificial intelligence.

participants that landmark laws like the Pakistan Climate Change Act and Na-
tional Energy Efficiency Act have been passed by the parliament.

He urged the parliamentary committees to actively monitor climate fi-
nance, adaptation plans, and carbon markets to ensure implementation. He
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Quetta’s Traffic Chaos: Urgent
Reforms Needed to Fix the Crisis

Dissolving India’s worst fears

AI moment

Parent-teacher bond

Frayed relations

Quetta, once a city

known for its peaceful
ambiance, now faces an
escalating traffic crisis.
Every day, thousands of
commuters endure
hours of gridlock, navi-
gating congested roads,
reckless drivers, and de-
teriorating infrastruc-
ture. From rickshaws and
motorcycles to private
cars, the overwhelming
number of vehicles clogs
major roads, while en-
croachments and illegal
parking worsen the situ-
ation.

The city’s transport
system is on the brink of
collapse, demanding im-
mediate intervention
from both authorities
and residents. This ar-
ticle explores the root

causes of Quetta’s traf-
fic woes, identifies the
most affected areas, and
outlines urgent solu-
tions to restore order to
the roads.

The Strain on
Quetta’s Road Infrastruc-
ture Quetta’s road net-
work,  originally de-
signed during the colo-
nial era, was never in-
tended to accommodate
the city’s rapid popula-
tion growth and rising
number of vehicles. Al-
though the city was re-
built after the 1935 earth-
quake, its road capacity
has remained largely un-
changed, struggling to
support over 1.2 million
residents and the thou-
sands of vehicles added
each year.

Key roads such as

Jinnah Road, Sariab
Road, Liaquat Bazaar,
Masjid Road, and
Zarghoon Road have
become perpetual
bottlenecks, choked by
illegal encroachments,
unregulated parking,
and an ever-increasing
number of vehicles.
Without a structured ur-
ban transport model,
these roads remain
gridlocked, affecting
daily life and economic
activity.

Major Traffic Chal-
lenges in Quetta

Severe Congestion
on Key Roads

Traffic congestion
is worst in commercial
hubs such as Liaquat
Bazaar, Masjid Road,
Jinnah Road, and
Zarghoon Road, where

Anjeela
Kaynat:

RAHUL Gandhi’s

chilling exposé of fraud
in Indian elections offers
far-reaching health ben-
efits for Indian democ-
racy even if it may not
change the facts on the
ground anytime soon. A
change would require
nationwide street- and
v i l l a g e - l e v e l
mobilisation, which is a
big ask for the current
state of the opposition.
The revelations about
the election
commission’s involve-
ment in preparing fraudu-
lent electoral rolls that
evidently helped the BJP
win successive elec-

tions is reverberating
across the country.

Everyone other than
Narendra Modi’s hand-
picked election commis-
sion and core supporters
of BJP is convinced that
Rahul has found a trea-
sure trove of evidence
that Hindutva’s rise as a
fascist threat to India
was about rigged elec-
tions and not mass sup-
port as many feared. Fas-
cism rides on popular
support, which Narendra
Modi does not have,
contrary to the myth cir-
culated by the media with
the help of suspect elec-
tions. Modi may remain
a challenge as an auto-

crat, but the stories of
his popularity are now
shown to have been ex-
cessively cooked up.
That is the evidence
Rahul Gandhi and his
core team of experts
have found from a moun-
tain load of polling lists
they secured from a
grudging and hand-
picked election commis-
sion.

In one flourish,
Gandhi may have helped
dissolve widespread
fears of a religio-fascist
takeover of India. Fas-
cism is a terrifyingly
popular phenomenon as
Europe witnessed close
to a century ago. Men

and women — workers,
capitalists, intellectuals,
soldiers — and even
schoolchildren were
smitten by Hitler’s cha-
risma. There was no
need to manipulate
EVMs or draw up false
voters’ lists. It’s the au-
tocrats on the other hand
that need rigging, and
that threat remains intact
in India. That the exposé
came at the time of jubi-
lations for Indian cricket,
which triggered a
nation’s reaffirmation of
its waning legacy of
multi-religious.

By Jawed
Naqvi:

PAKISTAN’S Na-

tional AI Policy 2025,
approved by the federal
cabinet last month, is
being hailed as a digital
breakthrough. Pitched as
a visionary framework, it
promises to train one mil-
lion AI professionals,
launch 50,000 civic tech
projects and develop
1,000 indigenous AI
products. Three thou-
sand annual scholar-

ships and 1,000 research
grants round off the am-
bition. But like every
policy launched in
Islamabad, the real test
lies not in the numbers
but in the soul of deliv-
ery.

A dedicated AI
Council, a master plan
and action matrices have
been promised. Two na-
tional funds, an AI Inno-
vation Fund and a Ven-
ture Capital pool, are de-

signed to mobilise start-
ups and draw private in-
vestment. The docu-
ment sounds strategic.
But history cautions us.
From the dotcom-era Na-
tional IT Policy 2000 to
Imran Khan’s Digital Pa-
kistan Vision, lofty slo-
gans have often sunk in
the quicksand of red
tape, political ego and
bureaucratic confusion.
The ghosts of those
projects still roam shut-

tered labs and discon-
nected innovation cen-
tres where expensive fur-
niture outlived failed
implementation.

The new AI policy
promises a departure.
But its success hinges
on acknowledging the
structural fractures out-
lined in multiple indepen-
dent reports.

By Maham
Fazal:

TEACHERS and par-

ents are both scrambling
to prepare for yet another
demanding academic
year ahead. However,
with the exception of the
odd parent orientation at
school, they are not en-
gaging in any deep con-
versations about the
students. Most stu-
dents have not only been
out of touch with subject
knowledge, they have
also had a long gap in
social connections, work
discipline and stringent
schedules. Amidst the
preparations, the focus
on students is critical.

As schools restart
after summer break, cur-
riculum changes are the
main focus, with many
introducing robotics and
AI in their educational
frameworks. Some have
revamped their co-cur-
ricular activities to ex-
tend offers beyond
sports into leadership

training, recognising the
need to develop life
skills.

While all of these
structural changes are
critical, what is equally
essential is a partnership
with the parent commu-
nity. Schools may have
evolved, but the ‘us ver-
sus them’ narrative be-
tween teachers and par-
ents continues to plague
progress. Teachers feel
unappreciated as par-
ents throng to the school
with complaints. There is
lack of trust in a teacher’s
ability and approach to
addressing students’
misdemeanours or their
lack of academic achieve-
ment. Parents often feel
minor infractions lead to
bias, sidelining and even
ostracism of their child,
instead of the much-
needed counselling and
mentorship that teachers
have traditionally pro-
vided.

School leaders often

approach parental meet-
ings with defensiveness
— armed with the antici-
pation of a charge sheet
against them, when col-
laboration during these
meetings could actually
help children thrive.
Without mutual trust,
respectful communica-
tion and shared respon-
sibility, the partnership
threatens to fall apart. As
tensions fester between
teachers and parents, it
not only threatens stu-
dents’ academic
progress but also their
well-being, as children
are highly sensitive to
tensions between adults
in their lives. A vicious
cycle sets off with finger-
pointing, mixed mes-
sages and unproductive
communication, creating
barriers that causes dis-
engagement and stu-
dents become the crux of
collateral damage.

The ‘us vs them’
narrative hinders

progress.
If we were to shift

focus from a blame game
to shared goals, respect
for each other’s role and
expertise, open dialogue
and inclusive communi-
cation, much positive
change can result. Stu-
dents benefit from con-
sistency, support and a
united effort. In this new-
age dynamic between
educators and parents,
there is pervasive fear of
judgement among teach-
ers who have to explain
their actions continually
to demanding parents as
well as their school man-
agement.

Strategic partner-
ship between the school
and parent community
can start with clear in-
structions — perhaps in
the parents’ handbook
— for addressing com-
plaints.

By Neda
Mulji:

IF one day is a long time

in politics, so it is in di-
plomacy. The most strik-
ing example of this is the
extraordinary speed with
which the special rela-
tionship between the US
and India has been
unravelling. In February,
the familiar warmth of
what Narendra Modi de-
scribed as a “mega-part-
nership” was on display
during his visit to the
White House. The In-
dian prime minister was
the second world leader
President Donald Trump
hosted after his return to
power. Both effusively
praised each other, and
Trump talked about his
“special  bond” with
Modi.

Nevertheless, there
were signs during the
visit of the friction that
lay ahead. Amid the hugs
and handshakes, Trump
criticised India for hav-

ing some of the highest
trade tariffs in the world.
Hours before Modi’s
visit,

Trump announced
reciprocal tariffs to match
those levied by other
countries on US goods.
He also said India was “a
hard place to do business
in”. During the election
campaign, he accused
India of being “a very big
abuser” of trade and
made it plain that acting
on tariffs would be his
top priority.

These signs of im-
pending trouble were ei-
ther ignored or underes-
timated by New Delhi.
Several rounds of trade
negotiations that fol-
lowed were marked by
sharp differences, espe-
cially over US access to
India’s highly protected
agricultural and dairy
sector. But the Indian
side still expected to
reach a deal with its big-

gest trading partner. In-
stead, Trump unleashed
a barrage of threats and
invectives against India,
castigating it for its “ob-
noxious” trade practices.
In social media posts on
X, he assailed India of-
ten in harsh language.
Then just ahead of his
Aug 1 deadline to con-
clude trade deals on re-
ciprocal tariffs, he an-
nounced imposition of a
25 per cent levy on In-
dian imports and an un-
specified penalty for
India’s purchase of Rus-
sian oil and arms. He also
ruled out further talks
until the tariff dispute
was resolved.

This left the Modi
government reeling in
shock from the addi-
tional tariffs decision,
which it described as
unwarranted. Trump
also threatened addi-
tional penalties on India
for being part of BRICS,

which he characterises
as being anti-America.
Trump then dubbed In-
dia — along with Russia
— as “dead economies”.
Claiming India’s oil im-
ports from Russia were
“fuelling the Ukraine
war” and with trade talks
deadlocked, he imposed
additional 25pc tariffs as
penalty, ratcheting them
to 50pc. India is the sec-
ond-largest importer of
oil from Russia, after
China. Over a third of
India’s crude oil imports
come from Russia.

Trump’s coercive
tariff actions have left
India in a quandary.

Within less than six
months, the strategic
partnership between the
two countries had
plunged into a serious
crisis that was driving it
towards a meltdown.

By Maleeha
Lodhi:

By S. Akbar Zaidi:

Undermining
universities

Cabinet Reshuffle in
 Balochistan Must Prioritize

Governance, Not Power Games
Editorial:
Balochistan appears to
be on the cusp of a sig-
nificant political shake-
up. According to cred-
ible government insid-
ers, a cabinet reshuffle is
expected soon after the
passage of the fiscal year
2025–26 provincial bud-
get. While reshuffles are
not unusual, the stakes
are much higher this
time—with growing
public discontent over
ministerial perks, admin-
istrative inefficiencies,
and unchecked spend-
ing.

Originally planned
for post-Eid-ul-Adha,
the reshuffle was de-
layed to ensure the
smooth passage of the
budget in the
Balochistan Assembly.
This strategic timing re-
flects a broader inten-
tion: to address rising
concerns over account-
ability, fiscal responsibil-
ity, and governance.

What’s especially
noteworthy is the re-
ported plan to replace
non-elected members,
particularly advisers and
women on reserved
seats, with elected law-
makers. If implemented
with sincerity, this could
help restore public trust
and reduce unnecessary
government expendi-
ture—especially as
some advisers enjoy
salaries and allowances

equal to full-fledged
ministers without the
electoral mandate to
back them.

Another pressing
concern that demands
attention is the consis-
tent absence of minis-
ters from their offices.
People travel hundreds
of kilometers to the Civil
Secretariat in Quetta,
only to wait in vain for
hours or even days.
Supporters and citizens
are left stranded without
even access to clean
drinking water, while the
ministers remain un-
available.

A meaningful re-
shuffle must bring in dy-
namic, educated, and
service-oriented minis-
ters who are present in
their offices, responsive
to the public, and ca-
pable of addressing ba-
sic issues like citizen
grievances, infrastruc-
ture complaints, and
public service delivery.
Administrative trans-
parency, good gover-
nance, and office ac-
countability must no
longer be optional—
they must be mandatory.

Moreover, this re-
shuffle is not just about
cutting costs. It comes
amid calls for better bud-
get transparency, devel-
opment fund alloca-
tions, and public service
reforms. The people of
Balochistan are not

blind to the lavish ben-
efits enjoyed by minis-
ters, even as the province
grapples with budget
deficits,  healthcare
underfunding, education
sector neglect, and rural
infrastructure break-
downs.

The political dy-
namics of this move are
also tied to the 2027 Sen-
ate elections, where in-
fluence and party
strength will rely heavily
on elected representa-
tives.

This makes the up-
coming reshuffle not
only a matter of gover-
nance but also of long-
term political strategy.

Still, the reshuffle
must be more than a game
of musical chairs.  If
Balochistan’s leadership
is serious about reform,
it should go beyond to-
ken changes. Ministers
must be evaluated based
on performance, trans-
parency, and public en-
gagement—not just po-
litical loyalty.

The province de-
serves a cabinet that re-
flects competence, ac-
countability, and the will
to serve, especially at a
time when every rupee
spent from the public
purse is being scruti-
nized. This reshuffle is an
opportunity to reset the
system. Wasting it would
only deepen public frus-
tration.

AS university teachers across Paki-

stan received their pay cheques for
July, the first month of the new finan-
cial year 2025-26, they discovered that
their take-home pay was considerably
lower than what it was in May or June
this year. If they did not receive a raise
at the start of the financial year, it is
possible that their income may have
even been reduced by 25 per cent com-
pared to what they received earlier this
year thanks to the removal of a rebate
that university teachers and profes-
sors used to get. The government had
earlier announced that the rebate
would be withdrawn because, accord-
ing to officials, the IMF ‘rejected pro-
posals of the FBR to allow [the] 25 per
cent tax rebate to teachers and re-
searchers from July 1, 2025’. Why
bother having a government when the
IMF runs economic policy?

Good faculty are singularly the
most essential requirement for any
university in order to be able to de-
liver quality education. The measures
taken by the government, or by their
minders at the IMF, will dissuade nu-
merous qualified and competent men
and, particularly, women, wanting to
join the teaching profession in Paki-
stan. While the lack of quality faculty
is a perennial problem in Pakistan, it is
hardly the only one and there are nu-
merous other challenges that under-
mine higher education.

While many commentators have
expressed surprise that there are no
Pakistani universities in the top tiers
of the QS Ranking list, a global mecha-
nism to assess research and teaching
at universities — a methodology which
has its own particular problems —
what would have been surprising is if
there had, indeed, been any Pakistani
university in the top 350 of the world.
There are around 270 institutions of
higher learning that the HEC accounts
for. Of these, around 170 are in the
public sector, with the rest of them pri-
vate universities. However, a huge pre-
dominance of such universities, if they
can even be called that, give degrees
rather than education. Pakistan’s so-
called universities, for the most part,
are degree-awarding institutions
rather than centres and institutions of
learning, ideas and critical thinking.

Almost all university administra-
tors in Pakistan bemoan the fact that
their institutions face serious financial
constraints. This is true and there is
little doubt that the financial resources
made available by the HEC to univer-
sities have not increased in real terms
in many years. However, given the
very poor state of education and what
universities deliver and produce, per-
haps it is wiser not to waste more
money on continuously poor out-
comes. An increased budget to uni-
versities by the government would not
necessarily produce better students;
more buildings, certainly, but not qual-
ity students.

Perhaps it is wiser not to waste
more money on continuously poor
outcomes.

The few excellent universities
which exist in Pakistan, some of which
are in the private sector, are particu-
larly dependent on student fees to be
able to run their establishments, rather
than on public handouts. As much as
60 to 65pcof their incomes arise from
fees, and since they have the ability
to raise their fees every year, they can
ensure that they run their enterprises
in a way which can provide better qual-
ity education. This also allows them
to pay more to their faculty and attract
better teachers.

Constituency-level and populist
politics in Pakistan, and the fact that
higher education is a very lucrative
business, has given rise to the frayed
belief that each electoral constituency
or town must have its own university,
regardless of the fact that there just
aren’t enough good university teach-
ers to go around. Who can forget the
last day of the previous parliament, the
15th National Assembly, in August
2023, when as many as 25 universi-
ties, most of which were private, re-
ceived approval? Those who teach at
universities warned that such collu-
sion between influential and rich ‘edu-
cation investors’ and parliamentarians
would spell greater disaster for higher
education in Pakistan. Not surpris-
ingly, such concerns have proven true.

Of the 270 or so universities in
Pakistan, even by very generous stan-
dards perhaps 50 or so, at best, actu-
ally provide decent education, where
students are taught to think, to be cre-
ative, to learn some professional skills
— all in order to be able to find some
kind of employment. Graduate unem-
ployment exists not because there
aren’t enough jobs but because stu-
dents have not been sufficiently
trained or educated.

A major cause for the continuing
poor performance of higher education
is also, ironically, the regulator and
overseer of higher education in Paki-
stan, ie, the HEC. The HEC bureau-
cracy does not have the ability or scale
to oversee the 270 universities in Pa-
kistan. Worse still, they treat all uni-
versities alike: the 50 or so better insti-
tutions are clubbed together with the
100 or so least developed, poorest,
ones.

One major intervention needed in
the administration of the higher edu-
cation sector is to distinguish between
the different quality of universities.
Universities are not alike and different
categories need to be regulated differ-
ently, some perhaps not at all. If the
HEC would leave better-quality uni-
versities to their own devices, not in-
terfering in how these universities
function, they would do us a great
service. Say, a four-tiered ‘league
table’, where struggling universities
are supported much more, both admin-
istratively and financially, in order to
raise their standards, would work bet-
ter. The top 50 or so universities, which
have some measure of quality, should
be allowed to become more autono-
mous and efficient without much med-
dling.

vehicles move at a
snail’s pace during peak
hours.

With no alternative
routes or bypasses, all
traffic is funneled
through these roads,
causing massive delays.
Key intersections, in-
cluding Balochistan Uni-
versity Chowk,

Meezan Chowk, and
Prince Road, frequently
experience severe traffic
jams. The Surge of

Non-Custom Paid
(NCP) and Unregistered
Vehicles The unchecked
influx of non-custom
paid (NCP) and unregis-
tered vehicles has com-
pounded the traffic cri-
sis.

Dissecting
disaster

THE first phase of the

monsoon cycle has left
death and destruction in
the country. According
to data from the National
Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA), 289
people lost their lives
and 698 were injured in
five weeks. Punjab was
the worst-hit province
with 158 deaths, followed
by KP where 64 people
died.

Additionally,  the
rains and floods dam-
aged 1,580 houses, with
Gilgit-Baltistan register-
ing a third of the total. GB
endured ferocious flash
floods triggered by land-
slides and mudslides.
Several unprepared tour-
ists were dragged away
from gushing flows gen-
erated by intense rainfall
at Babusar Top, Chilas
and the adjoining areas.
Scores of tourists re-
mained stranded as the
fragile access roads of
Fairy Meadows,
Ghanche and Diamir
were clogged by heavy
landslides.

I s l a m a b a d ,
Rawalpindi, Chakwal,
Lahore and Jhelum also
witnessed intense show-
ers that took lives and
damaged infrastructure.
The floodplains of the
Indus and Chenab rivers
in the outh Punjab areas
of Layyah and Taunsa
received low to medium
floods,  which sub-
merged vil lages and
crops. Meanwhile, Sindh
received medium floods
of up to 450,000 cusecs
at Guddu for a few days.
After several months of
a parched bed, the Indus
delta greeted a healthy
flow of over 100,000
cusecs in July, which
was welcomed by the
impoverished fishing
community.

Although tragic
losses in GB, Punjab and
KP are squarely attrib-
uted to climate change, a
deeper diagnosis unveils
the human dimension
behind the catastrophe.
Punjab’s rainfall data
identifies 13 spells of
over 50mm of precipita-
tion at six locations.
Most of these spells re-
mained below 100mm.
These intense rain show-
ers were not abnormally
high as no spell exceeded
200mm.

By Naseer
Memon:

A year after
monsoon

revolution in
Bangladesh

Following the regime

change in Bangladesh
on August 5, 2024 as a
result of the monsoon
revolution, the Awami
League stands banned.
Former prime minister
Sheikh Hasina's palace
has now been converted
into a museum reflecting
a 'hall of shame'. How-
ever, this paradigm shift
after August 5, 2025
doesn't mean that the
country is out of crisis.
In fact, the caretaker re-
gime of Dr Mohammad
Yunus is sinking deeper
and deeper into the quag-
mire of crises and a con-
sensus on political re-
forms continues to elude
it.

Few years ago, a
very few people would
have imagined that
Hasina who remained the
Prime Minister of
Bangladesh from 1996-
2001 and then from 2009-
2024 would be booted out
of power as a result of a
popular uprising. When
in June 2024, students'
protests got an impetus
on the issue of quota
system, Hasina ordered
security forces to crush
the uprising, leading to
1,400 deaths.

On August 4, 2024
when the movement
against her rule was at its
peak, more than 100,000
protesters had planned
to storm her palace. On
that occasion,
Bangladesh Army's Chief
of Staff Wakar-Uz-
Zaman suggested to
Hasina to either face
demonstrators or leave
the country.

By Dr Moonis
Ahmar:
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Ravi, Indus
rivers face
flood threat
after India

releases water
MUZAFFARABAD
(INP):  The Ravi and
Indus rivers are wit-
nessing a surge in wa-
ter levels, prompting
authorities to declare
low to moderate flood
conditions in different
areas of Punjab and
Sindh. The develop-
ment comes after India
released 150,000 cusecs
of water into Pakistan.
In Lahore, around 26,000
cusecs of water is flow-
ing towards Shahdara,
creating a low flood situ-
ation in The Ravi river.
Settlements along the
Ravi River have been
evacuated as a precau-
tion, while the Provincial
Disaster Management
Authority (PDMA) re-
mains on high alert. In
Narowal, the Irrigation
Department reported
52,272 cusecs of water
flowing in the Ravi, with
the level continuing to
rise. Several villages, in-
cluding Bustan,
Mandikhel, Kothe, and
Dudhe have been inun-
dated. Relief camps
have been set up on
riverbanks to assist  af-
fected families. A farmer,
who was spraying his
rice crop, was caught in
the sudden floodwaters
but was rescued safely
by his elder brother with
the help of a tube.

Seminar held on 80th anniversary of China’s
victory against Japan, Taiwan’s restoration

Swiatek beats Paolini to clinch WTA
Cincinnati Open title

APHC urges world to play its role in
settlement of Kashmir dispute

China-Pakistan cooperation scores 12 deals
worth 235 Mln Yuan in Kashgar

Senate passes Anti-terrorism (Amendment)
Bill, 2025 with majority of votes

SRINAGAR (INP): The
All Parties Hurriyat
Conference has ap-
pealed to the interna-
tional community to take
cognizance of the grim
situation in Indian ille-
gally occupied Jammu
and Kashmir and play its
role in the settlement of
the Kashmir dispute to
save the people of oc-
cupied Kashmir from In-
dian state terrorism.

According to Kash-
mir Media Service, the
APHC spokesman Ad-
vocate Abdul Rashid
Minhas in a statement in
Srinagar while express-
ing serious concern
over the  politically-mo-
tivated case framed
charges under the dra-
conian Unlawful Activi-
ties (Prevention) Act

(UAPA) against  Presi-
dent of the High Court
Bar Association, Advo-
cate Mian Abdul
Qayoom.

The continued In-
dian military’s violent
acts and illegal detention
of Hurriyat leaders in-
cluding APHC chairman
Masarrat Aalam Butt,
Muhammad Yasin Malik,
Shabbir Ahmed Shah,
Aasiya Andrabi and oth-
ers  is rising human rights
violations in the
occupeid territory, the
statement said.

The APHC said
Kashmiri human rights
defenders continue to
face intimidation and ha-
rassment on the part of
the Modi regime, adding
Khurram Pervaiz, Irfan
Meraj and others are be-

ing implicated in fake
cases for raising their
voice against Indian re-
pression.

He  said rights ac-
tivists and journalists in
Kashmir are subjected to
different intimidating
tactics to prevent them
from carrying out their
professional work.

The BJP regime is
using anti-terror laws to
target human rights ac-
tivists in the occupied
territory for reporting
truth.

Terming the attach-
ment of properties in-
cluding lands  of activ-
ists by BJP regime  and
its probe agencies like
National Investigation
Agency (NIA) and State
Investigation Agency
(SIA) as part of New

Delhi’s systematic geno-
cide campaign, has ap-
pealed to the interna-
tional human rights orga-
nizations to take stock of
the situation and help
stop the wave of repres-
sion unleashed on the
people of Kashmir by oc-
cupation troops.

The APHC spokes-
man said the Indian BJP
Modi govt and its LG re-
gime in the territory can-
not si lence the
Kashmiris’ cry for plebi-
scite through its might
policies and illegal action
of 5th August 2019.

The statement
pointed out that peace
would continue to elude
South Asia until the
Kashmiris are granted
their birthright to self-de-
termination.

LAHORE (INP):
Chinese Consulate Act-
ing Consul General
(ACG) in Lahore, Mr.
Cao Ke, stated that 80
years ago, over a span
of 14 years, the Chinese
people waged an in-
domitable struggle
against Japanese milita-
rism during the Second
World War, sacrificing
more than 35 million sol-
diers and civilians. “

“China’s heroic re-
sistance broke the back-
bone of the Axis powers
in the East and ac-
counted for 70 percent
of Japan’s total casual-
ties in the war.“

“He made these re-
marks at a seminar titled
“The 80th Anniversary
of the Victory of the Chi-
nese People’s War of Re-
sistance Against Japa-
nese Aggression, the
World Anti-Fascist War,
and the Restoration of
Taiwan,” organized by
the Institute of Interna-
tional Relations and
Media Research
(IIRMR) at a local hotel.

The seminar was
chaired by IIRMR Chair-

man Muhamad Mehdi,
according to a report car-
ried by Gwadar Pro on
Monday.“

“China’s resistance,
the first to break out and
the last to conclude, pro-
foundly altered the
course of the Second
World War. ““The Chi-
nese people ultimately
secured a great victory
in this unprecedented
struggle, restored Tai-
wan from Japanese colo-
nial occupation, and pro-
claimed the complete tri-
umph of the World Anti-
Fascist War. “

“The light of peace
once again illuminated
the land,” Mr. Cao
noted.““He emphasized
that China was the main
Eastern battlefield of
WWII. “China’s perse-
verance rewrote the
timeline of the war and
made decisive contribu-
tions to the global vic-
tory against fascism.
““As early as 1931, China
suffered an unprovoked
invasion by the Japa-
nese Army. This marked
not only the beginning
of China’s War of Resis-

tance, but also the open-
ing chapter of the World
Anti-Fascist War. ““At a
time when Europe was
still wavering over ap-
peasement, the Chinese
people stood firm, dem-
onstrating unyielding
resolve against a formi-
dable enemy. “

“Despite atrocities
such as the Nanjing
Massacre of 1937 and
the relentless bombing
of Chongqing, China
never capitulated.

By holding the line,
the Chinese people shat-
tered Japan’s ambition of
conquering China in
three months and
bought precious time for
the Allied powers.”““He
stressed that the resto-
ration of Taiwan was a
historic victory of WWII
and an integral part of
the post-war interna-
tional order.

 “Taiwan has al-
ways been part of China.
Its status has never
changed and will never
be allowed to change.
Historical facts cannot
be denied.““Eighty
years ago, the founding

of the United Nations be-
came the cornerstone of
the post-war interna-
tional system.

As a victorious
country, China was
among the first to sign
the UN Charter.
““Taiwan’s return to
China was an important
outcome of the victory of
the World Anti-Fascist
War and a vital compo-
nent of the post-war in-
ternational order,” he
said.“ “On the Taiwan is-
sue, Mr. Cao reiterated
that the facts are crystal-
clear. “In the late 19th cen-
tury, Japan seized Taiwan
through a war of aggres-
sion. “

“The Cairo Declara-
tion and the Potsdam
Proclamation, both le-
gally binding under inter-
national law, clearly
stipulated that Taiwan
stolen by Japan must be
returned to China. These
provisions have affirmed
China’s sovereignty over
Taiwan and form an inte-
gral part of the post-war
international order.

”““Turning to cur-
rent challenges, he said:

PARIS (INP):  Iga
Swiatek filled in a piece
of her career tennis
puzzle  as she won the
ATP-WTA Cincinnati
Open for the first time
with a 7-5, 6-4 defeat of
Jasmine Paolini.

The final lasting for
just under two hours fea-
tured 16 break-point
chances, with the Polish
winner converting on six
of 10 while Paolini
struggled to make the
most of her break oppor-
tunities.

The six-time Grand
Slam singles champion's
11th career win at the
WTA 1000 level has left
her within striking dis-
tance of the all-time
record of 13 titles held
by Serena Williams.

Swiatek won the Cincin-
nati without dropping a
set. "It's always tough in
Cincy," Swiatek told the
Tennis Channel after her
maiden win in Cincinnati.

"This gives me a
boost of confidence. "I'm
happy with the work
we've been doing. (The
team) had to convince
me to play in a different
way. I'm now happy with
that process; it all feels
even better after the
match. I"m glad I finished
in straight sets."

The 24-year-old
backed up her break-
through Wimbledon tro-
phy with the Midwest
honours and now heads
to the last Grand Slam of
the season at the US
Open with a major confi-

dence boost after the
24th title of her career.

Swiatek is due to
partner Norway's
Casper Ruud in the US
Open's revamped mixed
doubles starting on
Tuesday.

The Pole said she is
relishing that challenge
on the slower courts of
Flushing Meadows. "I'm
a good player. I can play
on any surface," she
said."They are slowing
down the courts every
year, kind of,so I'm not
sure how it is now there.
But tennis is all about
adjusting."

Swiatek also
climbed to within 500
points of current WTA
number one Aryna
Sabalenka, with the lead

at the top of the table
likely to be in play at the
Open when it begins on
Sunday.

Swiatek had stalled
twice at the last two edi-
tions at the semi-final
stage and now has only
the Canadian tournament
where she has not
reached the final at a 1000
event.

"Today was tough,
we were both tight, but
that happens in a final,"
Swiatek said. "I was glad
to close it out in the end.
"Not everything was per-
fect, but mentally I was
there to play my best ten-
nis. We did a lot of men-
tal work. I was really
composed and consis-
tent about how I thought
about my game."

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Amid the opposition
uproar, the Senate on
Tuesday passed the
Anti-terrorism (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2025 with ma-
jority of votes by reject-
ing amendments pro-
posed by JUI-F law-
maker Kamran Murtaza.

Minister of State for
Interior and Narcotics
Control Muhammad
Tallal Badar moved the
Bill further to amend the
Anti-terrorism Act, 1997
[The Anti-terrorism

(Amendment) Bill, 2025]
in the House. Kamran
Murtaza moved certain
amendments in the Bill
but the House rejected
them with majority of
votes. The house passed
the bill through clause
by clause reading.

The statement of
objects and reasons of
the Bill says, the current
security situation re-
quires a robust response
that goes beyond the ex-
isting legal framework.
The erstwhile amend-

ment of Section 11EEEE
of the Act ibid are re-
quired to re-inserted to
empower the govern-
ment, Armed Forces and
Civil Armed Forces with
the necessary authority
to detain individuals
who pose a significant
threat to national secu-
rity.  This provision
would allow for the pre-
ventive detention of
suspects based on cred-
ible information or rea-
sonable suspicion,
thereby disrupting ter-

rorist plots before they
can be executed.

This will also pro-
vide Law Enforcement
Agencies with the legal
backing to conduct more
effective operations
against terrorism.

It would facilitate the
use of Joint Interrogation
Teams (JTIs), composed
of members from various
law enforcement and in-
telligence agencies to
conduct comprehensive
inquiries and gather ac-
tionable intelligence.

KASHGAR (INP):
Twelve China-Pakistan
cooperation projects,
valued at RMB 235 mil-
lion, were signed at the
Pakistan-focused ses-
sion of the 15th
Kashgar-Central and
South Asia Commodity
Fair held in Kashgar,
Xinjiang Uygur autono-
mous region, China Eco-
nomic Net (CEN) re-
ported on Tuesday.

Themed “Sharing
Development Opportu-
nities, Building CPEC
Together,” the event fo-
cused on key sectors
including trade, logis-
tics, agriculture, tour-
ism, new energy, and in-

formation technology.
It provided a practi-

cal and efficient platform
for cooperation, promot-
ing the implementation
and tangible results of an
upgraded version of
China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor collabora-
tion. According to the or-
ganizer, Kashgar’s eco-
nomic and trade ex-
changes with Pakistan
have been increasingly
close, with trade volume
steadily rising.

In the first half of this
year, trade between
Kashgar and Pakistan in-
creased by 74% year-on-
year.  Over 200 Kashgar-
based foreign trade com-

panies have actively en-
gaged the Pakistani
market, while 56 Paki-
stani enterprises have
established a presence
in Kashgar, thriving in
sectors such as interna-
tional logistics, import-
export trade, and jewelry
processing. Nadeem
Alam, President of the
Hunza Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
in Gilgit-Baltistan, Paki-
stan, said that CPEC has
laid a solid foundation
for bilateral exchanges,
and he hoped that both
sides can engage in
practical cooperation in
infrastructure invest-
ment, tourism, energy,

and trade and investment
process optimization, cre-
ating a dynamic and effi-
cient platform for eco-
nomic and trade ex-
changes.

The 15th Kashgar-
Central and South Asia
Commodity Fair kicked
off on August 15, attract-
ing participants from 40
countries and regions,
including Pakistan,
Kyrgyzstan, and
Kazakhstan.  Over the
five-day event, 181 over-
seas enterprises and
1,120 domestic compa-
nies are showcasing a di-
verse array of products
and promoting regional
economic cooperation.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Petroleum, Ali Pervaiz Malik called on by the High Commis-
sioner of Bangladesh to Pakistan  Md. Iqbal Hussain.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs, Muhammad Junaid Anwar Chaudhry presiding
over a meeting, to discuss measures for reducing container dwell time at ports.

QUETTA: Director General Public Relations Balochistan Muhammad Noor Khetar is meeting with
General Secretary of Union of Journalists Nasirabad Division Jamal Baloch.

QUETTA: Former provincial minister Abdul Rahim Ziaratwal and former MPA Liaquat Agha are
meeting with Governor Balochistan Jafar Khan Mandokhail.
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Landmine Blast in Dera Bugti, One

Person Killed
NEWS DESK

DERA BUGTI: A powerful
landmine explosion occurred in
the Lanjo Sughari area of Dera
Bugti, Balochistan. According to
rescue sources, one person lost
his life on the spot in the blast.

The body has been shifted
to a nearby hospital, where it will
be handed over to the family after
legal formalities. Security forces
have cordoned off the area and
started collecting evidence.

It is worth mentioning that
several similar landmine blasts in
Dera Bugti have claimed many
lives in the past. Local residents
have urged the government to

Heavy Rain Alert, Educational Institutions
Closed for 5 Days

launch a clearance operation to
make the region safe from hidden

landmines and prevent further
loss of innocent lives.

News Report
MUZAFFARABAD: Due to
heavy rains and the risk of flood-
ing in Azad Kashmir and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, authorities have
taken a major decision. All public
and private educational institu-
tions in Muzaffarabad and district
Bagh will remain closed from Au-
gust 19 to August 23.

Decision to Close
Educational Institutions

According to the Meteoro-
logical Department, heavy down-
pours and landslides are expected
in several districts of Azad Kash-
mir in the coming days. In this
context, the district administration
of Bagh announced that the safety
of students and teaching staff is
the top priority, therefore all edu-
cational institutions will remain
temporarily closed.

Weather Forecast by
the Meteorological

Department
Azad Kashmir: Heavy rainfall

and flash flooding are expected in

Muzaffarabad, Rawalakot, Bagh,
Haveli, Kotli, Mirpur, and Bhimber.

Islamabad & Punjab: Within
the next 24 hours, heavy rain is
expected in Islamabad, while
Rawalpindi, Lahore, Sialkot,
Gujrat, Narowal, and Mandi
Bahauddin, among other districts,
are at risk of urban flooding.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa: Land-
slides are feared in Swat, Buner,
Shangla,  Dir, Mansehra,
Battagram, and Abbottabad, while
intermittent thunderstorms and

rain are likely in Peshawar,
Charsadda, Nowshera, and
Mardan.

Affected Districts
and Possible Risks

Due to heavy rainfall, the
chances of landslides, flash flood-
ing, and urban flooding in hilly
areas have significantly increased.
The Meteorological Department
has urged citizens to remain cau-
tious and avoid unnecessary
travel.

PRCS actively working to provide immedi-
ate relief, assistance to rain, flood-hit people

Pakistan Army rescue teams
evacuate 6,903 stranded people
in flood-affected areas: ISPR

Prime Minister (PM) Shehbaz vows to make
Pakistan polio-free

ISLAMABAD (INP): Emer-
gency response teams of the
Pakistan Red Crescent Society
(PRCS) are actively working on
the ground to provide immedi-
ate relief and assistance to com-
munities affected by the ongo-
ing monsoon rain spells, floods,
and landslides in different re-
gions of the country.

PRCS Chairperson Mrs
Farzhana Naek, in a statement
on Tuesday, said ,”Our emer-
gency response teams have
swiftly mobilized to support
communities impacted by the
ongoing monsoon rains and
landslides across the country.”

The teams, she said, were
working tirelessly in close co-
ordination with the government
and district administrations to
ensure timely relief and support
to the affected population.

The teams were also on
alert in areas identified as disas-

Aleema Khan demands Justice for imprisoned
PTI Leader Imran Khan

RAWALPINDI (INP): Aleema
Khan, sister of Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) Patron-in-Chief and
former Prime Minister Imran Khan,
fiercely criticized the ongoing le-
gal battles against her brother,
asserting that those responsible
for injustice should seek

forgiveness, not Imran Khan.
Speaking to the media outside a
court in Rawalpindi, Aleema Khan
called for transparency in the ju-
dicial  process, urging authorities
to present any relevant footage
and allow the courts to decide
fairly.

“Present the footage and let
the court decide,” Aleema Khan
stated, expressing hope that
judges would find the courage to
deliver justice. “If all decisions are
to be made by the King, then close
the courts,” she added, referenc-
ing what she perceives as undue
influence over the judiciary.

She emphasized that Imran
Khan remains resolute, stating,
“Those who think Imran Khan will
get scared and make a deal, the

Pakistani nation knows him bet-
ter. He has said bluntly that he
will not accept this system. Imran
Khan is in jail not for himself but
for the country.”

Aleema Khan also raised se-
rious concerns about her brother’s
safety, alleging that Imran Khan
has faced three assassination at-
tempts.  She accused authorities
of isolating Khan to prevent his
messages from reaching the pub-
lic, noting, “They are so afraid that
no message from Imran Khan will
come out.” Aleema highlighted
that the Chief Justice had admit-
ted to not reviewing the case but
promised to hear it the following
morning.

Noreen Khan, Imran Khan’s
other sister, echoed Aleema’s sen-
timents, firmly stating that Imran
Khan would never apologize.
“They want Imran Khan to apolo-
gize so that his honor remains.
Imran Khan will never apologize.
All of them will apologize to Imran
Khan,” she declared. Noreen
Khan emphasized a belief in di-

vine authority over life and death,
asserting, “They believe that life
and death are in their hands, but
life and death are in the hands of
Allah.” She called for resilience,
noting uncertainty about the
lifespan of those inside and out-
side prison.

Imran Khan’s lawyer, Barris-
ter Salman Safdar, also spoke to
the media, dismissing sugges-
tions that Khan should apologize.
“If a journalist gets up and gives
some advice, it should not be
given so much importance,”
Safdar said, adding that he had
not considered the idea of an
apology.

He criticized the judiciary for
creating obstacles for the legal
team, stating, “Advocacy has al-
ready become very difficult, and
these difficulties have been cre-
ated by the judiciary.” Safdar fur-
ther remarked that he would not
entertain unsolicited advice on
how to conduct his legal practice,
likening it to teaching journalists
their craft.

Major terror plan foiled, two officials
affiliated with TTP arrested

KOHAT (INP): The district
police and the Counter-Terror-
ism Department (CTD) Kohat,
in a joint operation, have ar-
rested two important terrorists
active for Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP).

Regional Police Officer
(RPO) Kohat Abbas Majeed
Marwat, while holding a press
conference along with DPO
Dr Zahidullah and SP CTD

Saadat Khan, said that the
arrested suspects were not
only facilitators of the banned
organization, as well as em-

ployees of security agencies.
According to the details,

among the arrested terrorists,
Siraj was a constable of the
District Police, while Faridun
was serving as an official in
the CTD Police.

Both officials revealed
during interrogation that they
had planned to target senior
officers of Kohat Police, bomb
blasts in Police Lines Mosque,
CTD police station and other
government buildings during
Muharram.

Similarly, they had

hatched a conspiracy to target
Muharram processions with
terrorism.

According to the Regional
Police Officer, the investigation
of the accused was ongoing
and their physical remand for
15 days had been obtained
from the court.

A large-scale operation is
underway to find the network
of the arrested accused and
other facilitators. A major trag-
edy has been averted due to
the timely action of the police
and CTD.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Tuesday reaffirmed that the
government’s health sector
team, polio workers, and all
relevant institutions were de-
termined to completely eradi-
cate polio from the country.

The prime minister, in a
meeting with a delegation of
Rotary International Founda-
tion,

led by President Francesco
Arezzo, thanked the
organisation for its full coop-
eration, like other international
organizations, in eliminating this
deadly disease from Pakistan.

He said that despite chal-
lenges, the government was

resolved to secure the future
of Pakistan’s children through
its unwavering commitment
and hard work. There are dif-
ficulties in eradicating polio,
but it is not impossible. The key
role of polio workers in polio
campaigns is commendable,
he remarked

The members of the del-
egation praised the
government’s polio eradication
efforts and expressed hope
that, with Prime Minister
Shehbaz’s special focus and
leadership, Pakistan would
soon be able to eliminate this
deadly disease.

Reaffirming Rotary
International’s commitment to

continue supporting the govern-
ment in its polio eradication ef-
forts, they said that

the organisation spent $500
million on polio eradication in
Pakistan last year and intended
to allocate a substantial amount
for this purpose this year as
well. The delegation also ap-
preciated the selection of the
polio eradication team by the
prime minister and the mea-
sures taken by that team.

The meeting was attended
by Federal Health Minister
Syed Mustafa Kamal, the
Prime Minister’s Special Rep-
resentative for Polio Eradica-
tion Ayesha Raza Farooq, and
relevant senior officials.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Director
General Inter-Services Public Re-
lations (ISPR), Lieutenant General
Ahmed Sharif Tuesday said that
Pakistan Army rescue teams have
successfully evacuated 6,903
stranded individuals and provided
medical treatment to 6,304 patients
in flood-affected areas.

Briefing the media alongside
Federal Minister for Information
and Broadcasting Attaullah Tarar
and National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA) Chair-
man Lieutenant General Inam
Haider Malik, Lt Gen Sharif em-
phasized that relief and restora-
tion efforts are ongoing, with ad-
ditional personnel deployed to
support communities in crisis.

A total of 585 tonnes of ra-
tion have been allocated for flood-
hit populations, from Army re-
serves, as directed by the Chief
of Army Staff (COAS).

Army aviation units are con-
ducting aerial sorties to deliver
supplies and evacuate residents
from remote regions. Six sorties are
scheduled for Tuesday, targeting
inaccessible areas. In Buner, Swat,
and Shangla, two battalions each
have been deployed, while Fron-
tier Corps wings are active in
Bajaur and a company in Swabi.

Relief logistics are bolstered
by 2,500 tonnes of ready-to-eat
rations was available, he said add-
ing that with an additional 5,000

tonnes stocked at the Nowshera
base for immediate deployment.

Infrastructure restoration is
also underway. In Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, 90 roads were
damaged, with 110 critical repair
points identified. Nine roads
have been fully restored, and par-
tial repairs completed at 86 loca-
tions. Jaw Bridge repair is 40 per-
cent complete and expected to
reopen within days. The
Karakoram Highway, previously
blocked at eight points, has been
fully cleared. Restoration work
continues at Astore bridges and
along the Jaglot–Skardu Road.

In Gilgit-Baltistan, the Engi-
neering Brigade has repaired mul-
tiple bridges and is working to
reopen roads in Shangla and
Buner. The Signal Unit, in coor-
dination with Pakistan Telecom-
munication Corporation Limited
(PTCL), has restored 16 BTS tow-
ers to support emergency com-
munications.

Three Army medical units are
operating nine medical camps in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Gilgit-
Baltistan, having treated over
6,300 patients. Urban search and
rescue teams are active in Buner,
supported by two medical battal-
ions. Medical teams from Com-
bined Military Hospital and Mili-
tary Hospital have also been de-
ployed to provide continuous
care in Buner, Shangla, and Swat.

Senate told of joint
efforts against

human smuggling
ISLAMABAD (INP):  The Senate
was informed on Tueaday that
concentrated and coordinated ef-
forts have been made over the last
one year to tackle human smug-
gling.

Minister for Law Azam Nazeer
Tarar told the House, during Ques-
tion Hour, that the Prime Minister
has taken notice of the issue of
human trafficking and he receives
monthly updates on in this regard.

Minister of State for Interior
Talal Chaudhry informed the
House that action has also been
taken against the FIA officials for
their collusion with human smug-
glers.

He said forty-one FIA officials
were dismissed for their involve-
ment in processing passengers
related to Greece boat incident. He
said criminal proceedings were
also initiated against them.

Responding to a question, the
Minister of State for Interior said
further improvements will be made
in the infrastructure of Islamabad
Capital Territory. He said both
speed and quality will be ensured
in the infrastructure projects.

The Senate today passed two
resolutions extending the Capital
Development Authority Amend-
ment Ordinance 2025 and National
Agri-Trade and Food Safety Au-
thority Ordinance, 2025 for a fur-
ther period of one hundred and
twenty days.

The Senate also passed three
bills: These included Pakistan
Land Port Authority Bill, 2025, The
Anti-Terrorism Amendment Bill,
2025 and the Petroleum Amend-
ment Bill, 2025.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman of the Prime Minister's Youth Programme (PMYP) Rana Mashhood Ahmad
Khan in a meeting with delegation of Turkish Students.

ISLAMABAD: Speaker Punjab Assembly Malik Ahmed Khan called on Federal
Minister Shaza Fatima Khawaja.

ISLAMABAD: A delegation of Rotary International Foundation led by President Francesco Arezzo
called on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

ter-prone during the ongoing
monsoon rains to ensure timely
response and assistance to vul-
nerable communities, she
added.

Mrs Farzana Naek
emphasised the PRCS commit-
ment to strengthening coordi-
nated humanitarian response.

Meanwhile, PRCS Secre-
tary General Abaid Ullah Khan
chaired the Movement Coordi-
nation meeting here at the PRCS
National Headquarters.

The meeting was attended
by representatives of Movement
partners, including the Interna-
tional Federation of Red Cross
and Red Crescent Societies
(IFRC),

 International Committee of
the Red Cross (ICRC), German
Red Cross, Norwegian Red
Cross, British Red Cross, Turk-
ish Red Crescent, as well as
provincial branch representa-

tives from Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Merged Areas,
and Gilgit Baltistan.

The PRCS swift response
during the ongoing monsoon
spell was also appreciated by
IFRC Secretary General Jagan
Chapagain, IFRC Regional Di-
rector for Asia Pacific Mr.
Alexander Matheou, and the
Netherlands Red Cross via their
official social media platforms
on X.

“The PRCS NHQ in coor-
dination with respective provin-
cial branches, are continuously
monitoring the evolving situa-
tion and stands ready to scale
up its operations wherever with
the facilitation of Movement
partners,

government institutions and
other stakeholders for strength-
ening the response and pre-
paredness efforts,” a PRCS
spokesman said.


