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PM Shehbaz visits KP’s
flood-affected areas as 14
more bodles recovered

&)

NEWS DESK: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Wednesday visited
the flood-affected dis-
tricts of Swat, Buner,
Shangla, and Swabi in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
as 14 more bodies were
recovered from debris in
Swabi’s Dalori.

Record rains in KP,
which started on August
15, have wreaked havoc
across the province. Last
week, the provincial
government declared an
emergency as torrential
rains ravaged homes,
displaced families, and
left a trail of destruction
across Buner, Swat,
Shangla, Mansehra, and
beyond.

“Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, accom-
panied by federal minis-
ters and Chief of Army
Staff(COAS) Field Mar-
shal Syed Asim Munir,
visited the flood-af>
fected districts of Swat,
Buner, Shangla, and
Swabi,” the Press Infor-
‘mation Department said
in a press release. and relief operations in

PTI Chairman Bar-  KP, the PID added.
rister Gohar, while speak- Information Minis-
ing to the media in ter Attaullah Tarar, Min-
Peshawar, also ex- ister for Kashmir Affairs
pressed gratitude to the and Gilgit-Baltistan Amir
federal and provincial Mugam, and Planning
governments, Pakistan Minister Ahsan Iqbal
Army, political parties, accompanied
and their organisations, Shehbaz.
as well as all individuals During their inter-
and institutions that action with flood victims,
came forward to provide the prime minister as-
aid during the floods. sured them of the gov- uncuon according to

Fourteen bodies ernment and the army’s the P

Quetta: Probe Widens After
Key Arrest, Says Balochistan
Govt Spokesperson

NEWS DESK:
QUETTA: Following
arecent significant ar-
rest in Quetta, the
Balochistan govern-
ment announced that
the scope of investiga-
tions has been ex-
panded to dismantle
networks oftarget kill-
ers.

were recovered from the
debris in Dalori, a cloud-
burst-hit region in KP’s
Swabi district, bringing
the number of recovered
bodies to 37 according
to rescue officials,

The prime minister
and COAS also received
a comprehensive bricf-
ing on ongoing rescue

unwavering commitment
to extending maximum
support to them “in this
critical hour”.

PM Shehbaz appre-
ciated the tireless dedi-
cation of the armed
forces and civil adminis-
tration, reaffirmed soll
darity with the flood-af-
fected population and
assured them of all pos-
sible assistance, accord-
ing to the PID.

The prime minister
emphasised that every
available national re-
source will be mobilised
to accelerate recovery
efforts and restore nor-
malcy in the affected ar-
eas. Speaking on the oc-
casion, the prime minis-
teralso drew attention to
illegal encroachments,
the timber mafia, and

stone crushing activi-
ties, especially in the
region’s waterways,
which have contributed
greatly to the loss of
Tives and damages.
“After the 2022
floods, T saw with my
own eyes that on the
sides of nullahs, rivers —
In fact, even inside the
rivers — that hotels and
houses had been made.
There is no law in the
entire world that allows
you to construct dan-
gerous hotels in such
places,” he regretted.
He said Pakistan
must act as a ‘hard state’
‘where no one is above
the law and necessary
actions are taken against
violators without dis-

Government
spokesperson Shahid
Rind said that action-
able intelligence re-
garding some target
killers led to multiple
raids across different
locations, resulting in
the detention of sev-
eral suspects.

“During one of the
raids, Advocate
Zameer was also
taken into custody
along with other sus-
pects, but after pre-
liminary investigations,

cent individual will be
wronged, as interroga-
tion is a lawful pro-

areas” where distin-
guishing  between
friend and foe is a
complex process.

He further em-
phasized the need for
collective efforts and
public cooperation to
achieve

sustainable peace,
assuring that “no inno-

he was released,” the
spokesperson clari-
fied.

Rind stressed that
security operations are
part of ongoing efforts
to ensure lasting
peace in Balochistan.
He added that law en-
forcement agencies
are operating in “grey

'he spokesperson
reiterated that targeted
operations will con-
tinue across the prov-
ince to restore stabil-
ity and protect citizens
from violence

Syed Muhammad Yaseen
‘QUETTA/PESHAWAR - As floods continue wreak-
ing havoc across Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) and
mobile internet services remain suspended prov-
ince-wide in Balochistan due to security measures,
thousands of aspiring medical students are urging
the Pakistan Medical & Dental Council (PMDC) to
extend the MDCAT 2025 registration deadline with
the normal fee.

Flash Floods in KPK

KPK has been battered by relentless monsoon
rainfall, triggering dangerous flash floods and wide-
spread devastation. These conditions have se-
verely impacted infrastructure and internet connec-
tivity in affected areas, directly hampering students’
ability to register for the MDCAT exam. (While no
single article explicitly links KPK floods to MDCAT
delays, monsoon and flood conditions are widely
reported.).

Since early August, the Balochistan govern-
ment has suspended mobile internet across all 36
districts, citing heightened security risks amid In-
dependence Day tensions. The blackout, slated until

KPK Flash Floods &
Balochistan Internet Outage:
Students Seek Extension in
MDCAT 2025 Registration

Imran Khan nominates Mahmood
Achakzai as NA opposition leader,
Swati for Senate

victions of lawmakers in
May 9 cases] to the
party’s political commit-
tee,” he said.

“A political commit-
tee meeting will be held

NEWS DESK: Incarcer-
ated PTI founder Imran
Khan has nominated
Pashtunkhwa  Milli
Awami Party Chairman
Mahmood Khan
Achakzai for the post of later today, where a de-
Opposition Leader in the ~ cision will be made in this
National Assembly, PTI  regard.”
Secretary-General In a separate ad-
alman Akram Raja said  dress in Lahore, Raja
on Wednesday. highlighted that the

““Azam Khan Swati  people need to come to-
has been nominated as gether and stand up
Leader of the Opposition  against oppression, add-
in the Senate,” Raja ing that they need to
added. He also said fight for their rights as
Imran has asked for five enshrined in the Consti-
names to decide on his tution.
nominee for the opposi-
tion leader in the Punjab
Assembly.

The announcement
comes after the Election
Commission of Pakistan
earlier this month dis-
qualified PTI’s Omar
Ayub Khan as the NA
opposition leader and
Shibli Faraz from the
same role in the Senate,
along with other oppo-
sition MNAs and MPAs,
following their convic-
tions in May 9 cases.
Both PTI opposition
leaders were formallyre-
moved from their posts
on August 8.

Speaking to report-
ers outside the Supreme
Court, Raja said that
Imran nominated had
nominated Achakzai,
who currently leaders
the Tehreek-i-Tahaffu:
Ayeen-i-Pakistan
(TTAP), to take Ayub’s

son, warning that no- place
body has freedom.

“There is only one
law in this country, its
name is fear,” he
emphasised.

“We will take your
struggle to every stage

» Raja said, indi-
reclly addressing party
supporters.

“We are all part of
one big struggle for hu-
‘man rights. What does
the supremacy of law
and the Constitution
mean? It means having
the right to stand up and
protest, as in Article 17.

Raja emphasised
that “we all have rights
and we are all human”,
adding that the people
need to stand up for a
common agenda.

“We can see in
these floods, they are
not purely natural disas-
ters: there is a human
hand and greed in-
volved,” Raja declared.
“We need to eradicate
this greed in the same
way as our forests are
being cut down. Ifwe do
not stand up, we will not
be able to raise our

Atticle 15 allows free
movement. Article 19
says we can raise and
spread our voice to-
gether. “We have to fight
for the farmers and the
downtrodden,”  he
added. “I listened to
people in Sindh, it
brought tears to my
eyes, but this is not only
in Sindh, it is common-

“It doesn’t matter
where you’re from or
what party you belong
to; if you have empathy,
we are all together,” he
said. “For the perma-
nence of humanity and
dignity, we need to fight

voices again.”
Last week, the
Peshawar High Court
had issued a stay order
for the appointments of
new opposition leaders
in the NA and the Sen-
ate. The bench also is-
sued notices to the ECP,
seeking its response to
two separate petitions
filed by Ayub and Faraz.

g

ace.

“The PTI founder
has entrusted the matter
of by-elections [to seats
vacated after recent con-

this war.” The PTI gen-
cral secretary high-
lighted that anyone can
be detained for any rea-

KPK Flash Floods & Balochistan Internet Outage: Stu-
dents Seek Extensmn in MDCAT 2025 Registration

August 31, has left students in the province disconnected and unable to
attend critical online classes or register for exams.
The shutdown affects dlstncts including Quetta, Kohlu, Chaman, Pishin,
Loralai, Ziarat, Qila Saifullah, Ni , an
cal students report that (hey ““cannot prepare for the fast-approaching
examinations™ due to the blackout .
Authorities warn that internet is suspended to curb terrorist threats .
The Balochistan High Court has instructed the government to reconsider
the blanket ban and restore services where there is no specific threat .
Student Voices and Appeals
Amid these dual crises, student bodies and parents have strongly ap-
pealed to the PMDC and federal authorities for an immediate extension of the
MDCAT registration deadline under the normal (non-late) fee to ensure that
students in KPK and Balochistan are not penalized for circumstances beyond
their control.
“We cannot prepare for the fast-approaching examinations because of
the internet suspension,” said Saqiba Ali, an MDCAT aspirant from Quetta .
‘Why an Extension Matters
Equal access: Without an extension, many students in disaster- and secu-
rity-afiected zones face exclusion from medlczl college entry.
Fairness: Adding late fees attling i
lapse and digital blackouts compounds inequity.
Urgency: With registrati i i
essary for thousands of affected candidates.

col-

reliefis nec-
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Balochistan’s

Rs250 Billion

Federal Allocation Must Drive
Inclusive, Transparent
Infrastructure Development

Editorial:

The federal
government’s allocation
of Rs250 billion for
Balochistan in the up-
coming Public Sector
Development
Programme (PSDP) is a
significant step that, if
properly implemented,
can _transform the
province’s economic fit-
ture. Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif’s an-
nouncement at the
Balochistan Grand Tribal
Jirga in Quetta reflects a
welcome shift toward

projects

way, smart

For maximum return
on investment and to
ensure value for tax-
payer money, funds
must be directed toward

dualization
Quetta-Karachi High-

structure, clean drinking
water systems, renew-
able energy integration,
and digital education
access. These projects
not only promote re-
gional growth but also
boost national eco-
nomic indicators and re-

out addressing the root
causes of underdevelop-
ment — poverty, unem-
ployment, and lack of
education — extremism,
insurgency, and foreign-
sponsored sabotage will
continue to find fertile
ground. National secu-
tity, economic resilience,
and social cohesion are
directly tied to how well
we invest in the
country’s largest and
‘most resource-rich prov-
ince.

As a platform com-
mitted to investigative

like the
of the

road infra-

duce
ties.

prior
investment, socio-eco-
nomic development, and
regional connectivity in
a province often over-
looked.

However, we em-
phasize that this federal
funding must be utilized
for high-impact, long-
term ~ infrastructure
projects not short-
term political schemes or
small-scale, non-trans-
parent  initiatives.
Balochistan requires
mega projects that fos-
ter job creation, enhance
public health systems,
modernize education in-
frastructure, and develop
transportation networks
to uplift the Human De-
velopment Index (HDI)

funds.

l-urban dispari-

From a public fi-
nance and fiscal policy
standpoint, transpar-
ency and accountability
mechanisms must be
enforced. We urge the
government to establish
an independent moni-
toring authority to en-
sure that every rupee is
spent efficiently.
Government trans-
parency, financial ac-
countability, and public-
private partnerships
should guide the imple-
mentation process to
avoid corruption and
misuse of development
This is not just
an economic opportu-
nity; it is a national

, public inter-
est reporting, and devel-
opment policy, we insist
that there be no indi-
vidual projects, no ghost
schemes, and no politi-
cally motivated alloca-
tions. Only inclusive
economic development,
guided by data-driven
planning and evidence-
based policy, can deliver
the sustainable growth
Balochistan needs.

This is a defining
moment. The Rs250 bil-
lion fund should not be
another missed opportu-
nity. It must become the
foundation for a new era
of economic empower-
‘ment, smart city develop-
‘ment, and infrastructure
modernization in

of the province.

curity imperative. With-

ByArifa Noor:

Normal abnormal

T HE humidity hangs heavily in the

air but doesn’t deter the quiet protest
by a small group of women. They sit
silently, their heads bowed, a small
splash of colour against the grey con-
crete. With their old-fashioned hand
fans, they occupy a sheet of plastic in
the middle of the road.

The nearby green areas, which
once allowed Pakistan to bringits prob-
lems to Islamabad by holding protests
there, is closed to these women. The
earth and grass are far too comfort-
able for them tobe allowed there. They
have tosit on the road, close toa busy
commercial area, but away from the
business in the area, as traffic barriers
create a boundary, separating them
from life in the capital. They have been
here for a month but have not man-
aged to disturb the life of the city or
the government. How can they when
even the doors of the washrooms of
the press club close by are closed to
them? Those who should be the flag-
bearers of freedom of information are
now a part of a system which bears
down on citizens rather than standing
up for the oppressed.

Soit’s not just the washrooms but
also coverage which is denied. These
protesters are ignored, blacked out.
There was a time, when such a gather-
ing would have galvanised enough
opinion to put any government on the
back foot. Not anymore. The women’s
steadfastness in this heat and in these
circumstances moves no one. Perhaps
partly because most people do not
even know they are here and partly
because this government has no space
to even pretend to care about human

ts.

The protest has been rendered
invisible.

But then the political suffering of
women has been normalised in the
abnormal times we live in—the women
in Islamabad who are not even allowed
to sit on grass lest it prove too com-
fortable, or Mahrang Baloch who has
been imprisoned with little chance of
any reliefin the near future. In Lahore,
Yasmin Rashid has been behind bars
for two years, with little concern for
anyone outside of her party (which can
barely do more than pay lip service to
the matter). Her age moves no one;
neither do the elderly women sitting
on the road in this heat in a corner of
Islamabad, carrying pictures of their
missing loved ones in their heavily
wrinkled hands. Their endless waif
for closure as well as some compas-
sion from those in charge.

Ask the government about any-
thing untoward and they simply shrig
ito

But suffering and lack of compas-
sion have been normalised in the ab-
normal times we live in. As has been
the indifference of political parties,
which can no longer even pretend to
care. Not even those who continue to
bask in the glory ofa woman who was
once the lone symbol of suffering and
the target of the powerful ones.

This is not all that has been
normalised.

Consider journalism. Arrests,

FIRs, disappearances — temporary
and permanent — were part of what
journalists signed up for. What it
meant was that only the brave ones
would continue down certain paths
(most opened the door and walked
through to the compound where
awards adorn one’s resumé). But de-
spite this, we have seen a fair share of
brave souls who continued to face the
dangers. Here too, though, there is an
effort to remind them that this may not
prove enough.

In recent times, at least two jour-
nalists have spoken about how the
bank accounts of family and even ac-
quaintances have been blocked. Par-
ents, siblings and even vendors who
made the mistake of selling to pesky
journalists have been affected. The
only recourse left to them were the
courts, which, too, are now envelop-
ing themselves in the mantle of indif-
ference. But the message is that col-
lective punishment is the fate of those
who will not heed more specific mes-
sages about falling in line. Or that the
element of surprise will always be their
fate. When blocked bank accounts did
not prove enough, one of them was
stopped from flying out of the coun-
try recently. Since then, a PTI
politician’s daughter has also found
her way to the

Her father is neither in power nor
in parliament and is perhaps not in a
position to make any decision but still
had to be sent a message. And for this,
auniversity student was stopped from
leaving the country, putting her edu-
cation at risk.

In all of these random, seemingly
disconnected incidents, there is a
commonality — no one can be asked
about them or even shamed. The gov-
ernment has moved beyond this —ask
them about anything untoward and
they simply shrug it off. There must
be areason, a valid reason, is the only
answer. If it’s a journalist, he or she
must have done something wrong to
attract the ‘long arm of the law’. And if
there is a story involving a politician
from the opposition, the easiest re-
sponse is to either hint at the former’s
non-patriotic credentials or feign ig-
norance and move on.

Indifference has been normalised
in these abnormal times.

And while some of us do express
horror, grief and shock, it amounts to
little; the second such incident is taken
in its stride. It has already happened
to others and if the previous incident
was accepted, so should the new one.
The shock and horror turns into ac-
ceptance.

But then, these are abnormal
times, we tell ourselves. And they
mlghl not last and neither will these
stories. However, this provides little
comfort for I can remember when we
first began to hear of ‘missing people’;
when stories about the missing were
read avidly because it was so new. Or
when suicide bombings first happened
in Pakistan. Then the times changed,
leaders changed but we learnt to live
with the missing and the suicide bomb-
ers. Times don’t last necessarily but
the abnormal soon becomes normal.

‘War on truth
AS Israel’s military on-
slaught on Gaza intensi-
fies, targeting and assas-
sinating journalists is

part of its genocidal cam-
paign. Last week, four Al
Jazeera journalists were
killed in cold blood,
among them Anas al-
Sharif, the most promi-

ce on the global
ion network who
had courageously been
reporting on the cata-
strophic war and famine
conditions in Gaza. The
journalists were killed in
adrone attack on a make-
shift media tent outside
Al-Shifa hospital. Target-
ing journalists is a war
crime but Israel has
acted with impunity and
has long shown con-
tempt for international
humanitarian law or
norms.
The Israeli military
has been carrying out
assaults on

Tourism: The Neglected Sector

Pnkislan is cited

as one of the countries
blessed with strategic
locations connecting ex-
tremely important geo-
graphical regions of
Central and South Asia.
Historically speaking,
the dividends of geogra-
phy did accrue and they
included the fortification
of security by enlarging
the security apparatus
with the help of western
powers and economic
progress of a few de-
cades, albeit ephemeral
in nature.

The country was
the cynosure of Western
attention from its origin
thanks to its location. In
the decades of the six-
ties, eighties and, later
during the period of the
so-called war against
terrorism, Pakistan

played a crucial role ow-
ing to its location.

The security com-
pulsions of the western
countries, led
America, turned outto be
aligned with Pakistan’s
security concerns in the
region, leading to trusted
relations of cooperation.

Pakistan’s predor
nant traditional security
predilection has seri-
ously come under strain

Pakistan is again the
hub of changes but, this
time, not as the tradi-
tional fire-arm battle-
ground, but challenged
by growing economies
and information technol-
ogy bewildering ad-
vancement, defining
states’ power.

With the end of the
last afghan war in the
neighbourhood and seis-
mic political changes at

the world chessboard,
metamorphosing the
world from a unipolar to
a multipolar world,
Pakistan’s predominant
traditional security pre-
dilection has seriously
come under strain.

More distinctly,
one of Pakistan’s
neighbours and most
trusted ally has turned
into the second most ro-
bust economy of the
world challenging the
traditional sole power of
the world.

While another
neighbour, although not
friendly, is shaping itself
into one of the ‘top five
world economies.

A country’s power
is now measured with
different yardsticks;
compelling the internal
power repositories to
share the power cake

with institutions having
responsibilities of eco-
nomic development and
information technology
promotion.

These two sectors
are purported to lead all
others towards the pros-
perity of the country.

Pakistan has once
been a hub of tourists

Pakistan, a forex-
starved country, can use
tourism as one of the in-
struments for rejuvenat-
ing the economy and
building an image of a
progressive country.
Tourism is one of the sec-
tors that will define the
country’s image, and it
serves as a barometer for
all other fields underpin-
ning the progress of the
country.

Muhammad
Asghar Harifal:

journalists since its war
on Gaza began nearly
two years ago. Accord-
ing to the UN, 242 jour-
nalists have been killed
in that period, which is
described as the highest
number in any conflict.
Isracl’s military claimed
responsibility for the
murder of Anas al-Sharif
saying he was a “Hamas
terrorist” — a patently
false allegation that Al
Jazeera vehemently de-
nied. Labelling journal-
ists as militants is a dis-
ingenuous tactic Israel
has always used. Ac-
cording to the Israeli-Pal-
estinian news outlet
972 magazine’ Isracl’s
military has a special unit
charged with identifying
journalists to ‘smear’ as
Hamas members and tar-
get them.

The killings of jour-
nalists sparked giobal
outrage. UN Secretary
General Anténio
Guterres denounced it
and the UN’s Human
Rights Office called it a
grave breach of interna-
tional law. Journalists®
bodies and human rights
organisations, including
Reporters without Bor-
ders, Amnesty Interna-
tional, Human Rights
Watch and the Commit-
tee for the Protection of
Journalists all issued
strong condemnations
of these extrajudicial
murders and called for
accountability and inter-
national action to stop
Israel.

ByMalecha
Lodhi:

On a wing and
a prayer
WHEN most European
countries and
Volodymyr Zelensky
were praying together
with American neocons
for the collapse of
Vladimir Putin’s Alaska
summit with Donald
Trump, India was vocal
in hoping for its success.
The Indian idea was laud-
able, only the argument
was atad self-regarding.
If the talks ended on a
positive note, assorted
Indian analysts rea-
soned, the impugned oil
trade with Russia would
1o longer draw Trump’s
ire. Putin would have
saved the day for New

Delhi.

On a wing and a
prayer, the Modi foreign
policy has bodily lifted its
model from international
sports contests where
the ousted team pulls out
its pocket calculators to
desperately speculate its
chance of returning to
the contest should some
other team beat another
team. China is also af-
fected by Trump’s frown-
ing on its Russian oil im-
ports. But the Commu-
nist Party-backed Global
Times headline seemed
in no tearing hurry to
Beijing-centred suc
or failure in the otherwi;
important US-Russia
talks. All the paper said
was: “Trump and Putin
addressed a joint press
conference.”

And that is more or
less what we know did
happen.

Much else is specu-
lative. It is evident, Prime
Minister Modi’s fomgn
policy prefers toride pig-
gyback on future out-
comes over which it ex-
erts no control.

By Jawed
Nagyi:

Change is in the air

THE last time there

was so much focus on
the tribal areas, then
Fata, we ended up with
its merger with KP.

Once again, with re-
card to the merged areas,
the drumbeats of
change are becoming
louder in the corridors of
power. However, yet
again, locals of the area
are mere observers look-
ing in from the outside.

In the aftermath of
the US invasion of Af-
ghanistan, then Fata,
took centre stage in this
region’s affairs.

The Taliban took
refuge along the Pak-Af-

ghan border, with Tora
Bora the most popular of
the cave complexes.

Soon after, by the mid-
2000s, the Pakistani
Taliban, or other militant
groups, had taken con-
trol of most of Fata in
Pakistan. A new great
game took root in this
belt that decimated the
local culture, economy
and lifestyle of its
people. Unfortunately,
the wrong conclusions
were drawn.

The tribal nature of
this area and its people,
itwas concluded, was the
root cause for the spread
of militancy and the
area’s underdevelop-

‘ment. So, it was decided
by the then powers that
be, that it was time to
“mainstream’ Fata.
National security
experts saw it as a means
to counter militancy,
while West-influenced
development specialists
viewed it as the great
liberation — freeing the
barbaric tribesmen from
their *past’, if you will.
Others decided it
was time for Fata to
cease to exist. Without
any genuine consensus
building, and on the illu-
sion of a demand from a
group of pseudo tribal
youth, all major political
parties of Pakistan, other

than the JUL-F, voted for
Fata to be merged with
KP, with promises of
peace, prosperity, legal
rights and development.

I’s safe to say the
merger has not gone as
planned.

It has failed to:
cure the merged districts”
share in the NFC award,
deliver functioning ju
cial services, provide
promised government

jobs or quota seats to

residents, promote busi-
nesses or industry pro-
duction, create employ-
ment opportunities.

ByGhazn
Jamal:

Feeding few,

HOW does a nation

blessed with the Indus,
fertile plains and bumper
harvests fail to feed its
people? How does a
country that claims agri-
culture as its economic
backbone leave 40 per
cent of its population
food-insecure and nearly
halfits children malnour-
ished? The truth is that
Pakistan’s agricultural
policy is not broken by

accident; it is broken by
design, and the cracks
are widening under the
twin pressures of climate
change and debatable
governance choices. For
decades, food security
has been treated as a
slogan, trotted out in
budget speeches and
policy documents, yet
never elevated to the
level of a national emer-
gency. The 2022 floods
that drowned a third of

failing many

the country and the 2024
drought that starved the
wheat crop should have
been clarion calls for
transformation. Instead,
we saw a reactive state,
stumbling from subsi-
dies to bans, from im-
ports to exports, without
producing a coherent
strategy. The numbers
are brutal. Agriculture
growth has ricocheted
from 4.4 per cent in
FY2022 to a dismal

1.55pc the following year,
only to bounce to 6.25pc
before collapsing again
to 0.56pc in FY2025.
Wheat, the nation’s
staple, touched a record
31.4 million tonnes in
2024, yet the govern-
ment chose to abandon
its decades-old practice
of announcing a support
price.

ByMuhammad
Umer Masood:

Two years into Israel’s
war on Gaza, the global
debate is still trapped in
grotesque semantics: is
this genocide, or ‘merely
ethnic cleansing’? Is it
famine, or ‘just food in-
security’? Is it mass
slaughter, or *self-de-
fence™?

The figures speak
for themselves. More
than 60,000 Palestinians
killed, including over
18,000 children, thatis 28
children every single
day. Nearly 270 journal-
ists targeted and
lenced, leaving Gaza
blindfolded before the
‘world. Sixty-nine per cent
of Gaza’s structures
damaged or destroyed,
including 245,000 homes,
with the UN estimating
350 years to rebuild un-
der current conditions.
Eighty-four per cent of
health facilities de-
stroyed. Famine engi-
neered so delib

Never again?

that women cannot pro-
duce milk for their in-
fants, while children col-
lapse from starvation
before aid trucks that
never reach them. Gaza’s
environment too has
been assaulted: orchards
uprooted, farmland
razed, olive trees re-
duced to dust, seas poi-
soned with sewage, soil
contaminated with muni-
tions. The UNEP reports
100,000 cubic metres of
sewage pumped daily
into the sea after Israel
cut off Gaza’s fuel.

Years before Oct 7,
Isracl’s deputy prime
minister spoke words
that now echo in the
rubbles of Gaza: “We
must blow Gaza back to
the Middle Ages, de-
stroying all the infra-
structure, including
roads and water.”

Now Nclanyahu
proclaims there is “no
space” for a Palestinian
state, the i is

clear: for there to be no
Palestine, Palestinians
must either be destroyed
or expelled. If this is not
genocide, what is?

Raphael Lemkin,
who coined the term
“genocide’, foresaw this
very problem. For him,
genocide was never lim-
ited to mass killings.

It was the destruc-
tion ofa people’s way of
life, their families,

culture, environ-
ment and capacity to ex-
ist as a nation. Lemkin’s
definition included fam-
ine, cultural annihilation
and the dismantling of
social fabrics.

He warned that star-
vation was one of the
most effective genocidal
weapons: not only be-
cause it kills, but be-
cause it fractures com-
‘munities, forcing indi-
viduals to compete for
survival.

The figures speak
for 3

Under Lemkin’s
lens, Israel’s systematic
starvation of Gaza, its
destruction of its envi-
ronment, its targeted kill-
ing of journalists, pro-
fessors and poets like
Refaat Alareer, its de-
struction of schools, its
poisoning of land and
sea,

its uprooting of or-
chards, its bombing of
hospitals and homes, all
amount unmistakably to
genocide.

Yet Lemkin’s broad
and accurate conception
was narrowed by the co-
lonial powers that
shaped the Genocide
Convention.

Lemkin prepared
the first draft of the
Genocide Convention,
and he explicitly in-
cluded cultural genocide
alongside physical and
biological destruction.

ByHamdah
Tahir:

Land for peace?

Back in the days
when a two-state solu-
tion to the Israeli occu-
pation of Palestinian
lands did not seem ab-
surdly unviable, ‘land
for peace’ was a familiar
trope, implying that both
sides  would cede

emerged, though, in a
different context. The
czar-like ruler of Russia
appears to have de-
manded the entire
Donbas region in east-
ern Ukraine, including
parts that his troops have
so far failed to conquer,
as the price for halting

roughl terri-
tories in the interests of
geopolitical coherence.

Those vague plans
never came close to frui-
tion. With the US serv-
ing as dishonest broker,
the Bantustan-style
deals Israel offered were
understandably unac-
ceptable to the Palestin-
ans — as the Zionist
state likely intended. The
genocidal aim has sim-
mered beneath the sur-
face of every Isracli
tion since 1948. The dif-
ference now is that it is
no longer latent.

The concept of
*land for peace’ has re-

the aggression he em-
barked upon over three
years ago. The idea of
“territorial exchanges”
presumably implies no
more than a Russian
withdrawal from some of
the areas in the south-
east. President Donald
Trump went into last
week’s Anchorage sum-
mit with Vladimir Putin
threatening “severe con-
sequences” for Russia
unless a ceasefire was
agreed. He emerged
somewhat chastened af-
ter three hours of what
he had earlier described
as a“listening exercise”,
only to declare that a

comprehensive peace
agreement made more
sense than a truce that
might not last long. The
notion that a ceasefire

desirable under any
circumstances — could

facilitate the trilateral

gotiations he wishes to
arrange appears not
have crossed his mind.
Announcement of
the summit in Alaska —
which was a Russian
colony until Tsar
Alexander II sold it to
the US for less than two
cents per acre — un-
leashed a flurry of diplo-
‘matic activity in Europe,
with Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky
hopping across the capi-
tals where he is admired,
and culminating in sev-
eral European leaders
deciding to rearrange
their summer holiday
schedules to accom-
pany him to Washing-

ton. The heads of the EU
and Nato were accompa-
nied by the prime min

ters of Italy and Britain
and the presidents of
France and Finland,
alongside the German
chancellor. Save
Ukraine, but don’t stop
there. The ‘Magnificent
Seven’ (as they might see
themselves) are likely to
claimthat they were there
to safeguard Zelensky
against the kind of bul-
lying he experienced on
his last visit to the White
House. They could also
be perceived as facilita
tors of the seven deadly
sins that Trump revels in,
given the level of kow-
towing to his imperial
majesty. Respectable
economists have decried
the EU’s recent trade
deal with the US as a
self-abasing disaster.

By Mahir
Ali:
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Dr Farooq urges Karachi Mayor Murtaza
Wahab to resign after rain havoc

while Karachi may not

KARACHI (INP):
Senior MQM-Paki-
stan leader Dr. Farooq
Sattar has demanded
that Karachi Mayor
Murtaza Wahab re-
sign from his post af-
ter rain havoc.
During a late-
night visit to rain-af-
fected areas of
Surjani Town, Sattar
expressed anger over
the failure to drain
rainwater, saying that
the claims oflocal rep-
resentatives had been

washed away in the
streets of Karachi.
“We can afford
the salaries and perks,
but we cannot carry
the burdcn of this
mayor,” he remarked,
criticizing the city’s
administration.
Farooq Sattar fur-
ther said it appears
thereis a “national con-
sensus to destroy
Karachi,” urging the
federal government to
change its attitude.
He suggested that

visiting Civil Hospital.

be declared a disaster-
hitzone, the city should
at least be given tax
relief in this difficult
time.

The MQM leader
also lashed out at the
PPP, Jamaat-e-Islami,
and PTI for failing to
manage the post-rain
situation, questioning
how many storm
drains had been
cleaned and whether
any effective rain
emergency was put in

Swe

al Minister for Health, Balochistan, Bakht Muhammad Kakar]|

place.

He praised Sindh
Governor  Kamran
Tessori, noting that de-
spite having no official
resources or public
funds, he had turned his
largely ceremonial of-
fice into a practical and
exemplary role.

“We have been out
since morning and
have now completed
our visit of Karachi
MQM has fulfilled yet
another promise,”
Sattar added.

Internet services restored across Pakistan
after heavy rains

ISLAMABAD
(INP): Internet ser-
vices have been re-
stored across Pakistan
which were disrupted
after heavy rains, Pa-
kistan Telecommuni-
cation Company Lim-
ited (PTCL) said.

According  to
PTCL spokesperson,
internet services have
been fully restored na-
tionwide.

PTCL services
had faced disruption
since yesterday
evening, but the issue
has now been re-
solved and operations
are back to normal, the

PTCL spokesperson
said.

On Tuesday
evening, users across
Pakistan, including
Karachi, faced exten-
sive connectivity is-
sues, with Pakistan
Tel ion

ies of Pakistan, includ-
ing Karachi, Lahore
Islamabad and
Peshawar, slow or no
browsing speed, con-
nection disruptions
and outage in online
services have been fre-

Company Limited
(PTCL) services fac-
ing major disruptions.
The internet dis-
ruption in Pakistan af-
fected both online and
call services, causing
problems to individuals
and businesses relying
on digital platforms.
According to the
reports from major cit-

quently hi

Online workers
and business person-
nel expressed frustra-
tion over the unavail-
ability of essential
online applications and
platforms.

IT and Telecom
Minister, Shaza
Fatima accepted the
issue, stating that pro-
fessional officials are

mvcsugatmg are work-
ing to fix the root
cause.

“We will inform the
public as soon as the
reasons are identified
and solutions are
given,” she assured.

The internet out-
age during the severe
weather conditions,
and rains has raised the
concerns over
Pakistan’s IT infra-
structure, especially
most of the individuals
use internet for their
remote work, educa-
tion, communicating
their relatives abroad
or e-commerce.

PHC extends
stay order
preventing

appointment of
new opposition
leaders in

NA, Senate
PESHAWAR, Aug 20
(INP): The Peshawar
High Court on Wednes-
day extended its stay

Sexual violence used as ‘weapon of
war’in Palestine, Kashmir, UN told

NEW YORK (INP):
Pakistan told the
United Nations on
Tuesday sexual vio-
lence was employed as
a “weapon of war”

under foreign occupa-

ing used as a weapon
of war, torture, terror-
ism, political repres-
sion and as a tool to
consolidate illegal oc-
cupation of territories,
as well as cxplo:mtmn

tions, hi t the
situation in the Occu-
ied P Terri-

of natural
Ahmad said in his

order p the ap- | Pi

pointment of new oppo-
sition leaders in the Na-
tional Assembly and
Senate.

The court was hear-
ing separate petitions
submitted by PTI lead-
ers Omar Ayub and
Shibli Faraz, challenging
their denotification from
the positions of opposi-
tion leader in both
houses, respectively.

two-member
bench comprising Jus-
tice Waqar Ahmad and
Justice Dr. Kamran
Hayat Mian Khel pre-
sided over the hearing,

During the proceed-
ings, the petitioners'
counsel, ~ Advocate
Basheer Khan Wazir, ar-
gued that both the
speaker of the National
Assembly and the chair-
man of the Senate had
denotified his clients in
violation of the court's
earlier directives.

He further con-
tended that while the
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) had pre-
viously disqualified the
petitioners.

tories and Indian-ad-
ministered Kashmir,
and calling for ac-
countability for the
perpetrators.
Speaking at the
UN Security Council’s
annual open debate on
Conflict-Related
Sexual  Violence,
Pakistan’s Ambassa-
dor Asim Iftikhar
Ahmad said the inter-
national community
must act decisively
against such abuses.
The ambassador
noted this year marks
the 25th anniversary of
Resolution 1325,
which recognizes the
impact of armed con-
flict on women and the
importance of their
participation in peace
processes. He added
that recent UN reports
paint a grim picture of
rising militarization, dis-

f | placement and wide-

spread sexual violence
against  civilians.
“Sexual violence iis be-

“The per-
petrators must face
Jjustice, because impu-
nity only emboldens
abuse.” Focusing on
Palestine, he said thou-
sands are facing vio-
lence, forced displace-
ment and starvation at
the hands of the occu-
pying power.

“Dcspltc the lim-
ited access granted to
UN monitors, the
SG’s [Secretary
General’s] report has
documented incidents
of rape,

sexual violence,
prolonged forced nu-
dity and repeated strip
searches inflicted in
degrading ways,” he
continued.

“This Council can-
not turn away from
such systematic
abuse. Accountability
is imperative.” Ahmad
also drew parallels
with Indian-adminis-
tered Kashmir, where
he said sexual vio-
lence has been sys-

ISLAMABAD: MD Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal Senator Captain (R) Shaheen|
[Khalid Butt and MD overseas Pakistanis Foundation Mohammad Afzaall
Bhatti pose for a group photo with students of OPF girls College..

tematically used by se-
curity forces to punish
and intimidate those
demanding self-deter-
‘mination.

He urged the UN
to take a comprehen-
sive approach to ad-
dressing conflict-re-
lated sexual violence,
especially in contexts
of foreign occupation,
where abuse is harder
to monitor or report.

He called for
greater participation of
women in
peacebuilding, the
adoption of a survivor-
centered ap proach,
prioritization of situa-
tions of occupation,
accountability for per-
petrators and action to
address the root
causes of unresolved

conflicts.

QUETTA: Pakistan Mednca] Association President Dr Aftab kakar addressing a press conference.

At UN, Pakistan debunks India’s allegations
of human rights abuses as ‘fallacious’

UNITED NATIONS
(INP): A Pakistani dip-
lomat Tuesday hit
back at India for ac-
cusing Pakistan, dur-
ing a UN Security
Council debate on
conflict-related sexual
violence, of carrying
out human rights
abuses, calling New
Delhi’s charges “fal-
lacious.

“These false-
hoods are nothing
more than an attempt
to deflect attention
from India’s well-
documented record of
grave violations of in-
ternational law and in-
ternational humanitar-
ian law, particularly in
Indian Illegally Occu-
pied Jammu and
Kashmir, as well as its
systemic persecution,
discrimination, and
violence against mi-
norities and

marginalized commu- Gobhar, the Pakistani dus, the Pakistan del-
nities within India,” delegate, rejected his  egate said.

Sarfraz Gohar, first Indian Loumurpart S “Indm scnmcs are
secretary at the Paki- as “en- in-
stan Mission, told the tirelybaseless and po- cludmg the pogroms in
15-member Council. litically motivated”. Gujrat, Mumbai and

The Pakistani del- The reference to Delhi; the frequent
egate was exercising 1971, he said, was a lynching of Muslims by
his right of reply to the “distortion of history”, ‘cow vigilantes’; the
Indian representative, adding, “India’s own bulldozing of Muslim
Eldos Mathew militaryinterventionin houses and shops; hate
Punnoose, who alleged East Pakistan was a speech, including calls
that a series of rights blatant violationofthe by political leaders and
abuses was taking UN Charter, and it is Hindutva priests for
place in Pakistan with ironic that a country genocide against Mus-
“impunity.” responsible for such lims,” he said.

The Indian repre- actions now seeks to “In  orgy of
sentative was reacting malign others.” Islamophobia, Muslims
to a sharp statement The BJP-RSS are forcibly converted,
made earlier in day by government, which or disenfranchised;
Pakistan’s UN Ambas- has ruled India since Bans imposed on the
sador Asim Iftikhar 2014, was guilty of hijab; ‘love Jihad” laws
Ahmad, who high- imposing a reign of adopted; And hundreds
lighted the suffering terror, notonlyagainst of Mosques, including
and abuses of the thepeopleofKashmir, the Babri Mosque,
Kashmiri women and but also its own over have been destroyed in
girls at the hands of 200millionMuslims,2 the campaign to oblit-
Indian military in occu- million Christians and ~ erate Muslims and their
pied Kashmir. millions of Dalits and  cultural heritage, the

In his remarks, other ‘low-cast’ Hin- legacy of India.”

Martyrdom
anniversary of
Rashid Minhas
being

observed today
LAHORE (INP): The
54th martyrdom anniver-
sary of Pakistan’s na-
tional hero, Pilot Officer
Rashid Minhas
Shaheed, is being
marked actoss the coun-
try today (Wednesday).

Rashid, who was
born on February 17
1951, remains ~the
youngest officer to re-
ceive the Nishan-e-
Haider award and was
the first recipient of the
highest honour of gal-
lantry for the Pakistan
Air Force (PAF).

He got his early
education from Karachi
and upon reaching the
tender age of 17, he
joined Pakistan Air
Force Academy in
Risalpuras a Flying Ca-
det. In 1971, Rashid
graduated from the
academy as a general
duty pilot and was
posted to PAF base
Masroor in Karachi’s
Mauripur area to hone
his skills as a fighter pi-
lot. On August 20, 1971,
as a pilot still under
training, Rashid was
taxing out a T-33 Jet
trainer for take-off.

L o)

China shares waste paper recy-
cling solutions with Pakistan and
other BR partners

SHANGHAI (INP): countries including dustry Co., Ltd.,
China shared waste pa- Pakistan, Bangladesh, Kingdecor (Zhejlang)
per recycling solutions Indonesia, and Nepal. Co., Ltd., Vinda Inter-
with Pakistan and other The workshop national Holdings Lim-
BR partners at the In- comprised thematic ited, Zhejiang Hengda
ternational Training lectures, factory in- New Material Co., Ltd.,
workshop on Waste (ern§h1p§ exhibition and Zhejiang Huabang
Paper Recycling Tech- visits, and academic  Special Paper Co., Ltd.
nology. exchanges. Held suc- They also attended

The workshop was cessively in Beijing, the 2025 China Interna-
hosted here by the In- Longyou (Zhejiang), tional Paper Technology
ternational Cooperation and Shanghai, itinvited Exhibition and Confer-
Department of China's nearly 20 industry ex- ence to further deepen
Ministry of Science and  perts to deliver sys- their understanding of
Technology and under- tematic lectures on the cutting-edge
taken by China National ~pulp and paper making achievements and de-
Pulp and Paper Re- as well as waste paper velopment trends in
search Institute, China recycling technolo- China's papermaking in-
Economic Net (CEN) gies. dustry. Notably, a plat-
reported on Wednesday. Overseas partici- form for exchanges in

During the 15-day pants visited leading the papermaking indus-
workshop, China's ad- Chinese enterprises in try among

vanced technologies, specialty paper, house- Beltand Road coun-
engineering design, hold paper, papermak- tries was established
products, ing machinery, and en- during the workshop,

and equipment of gineering design, such aiming to enhance co-
the pulp and paper in- as China Haisum En- operation in papermak-
dustry were shared with  gineering Co., Ltd., ing, resource recycling
professionals from 11 ShanghaiQingliangIn- and green development.
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RPO unveils comprehensive plan for stronger

DI KHAN (INP): Regional
Police Officer (RPO) Dera
Syed Ashfaq Anwar has un-
veiled a comprehensive plan
for stronger policing and en-
hanced public safety, including
the installation of 800 surveil-
lance cameras under the Safe
City Project.
Talking to media persons
here at his office, he said 350
cameras are already opera-
tional across the district, while
an additional 450 are being in-
stalled to ensure round-the-
clock monitoring of key areas.

He informed that similar
security upgrades are under-
way in the Tank district.

The RPO emphasized that

=

[KABUL: Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Mi
ts. He was receive by by Afghan Deputy FM Dr Mohammad Nacem, other Afghan officials,

officials vi

terrorism is a curse and that
police are working day and
night to combat militancy and
crime across the region.

He revealed that new
check posts are being set up
on the Dera—Tank road and
four on the Darazinda road,
while police facilities, including
the DPO office,

RPO office, and Traffic
Headquarters, are under reno-
vation.

New Police Lines in Dera
will soon be launched, and the
Tank Police Lines project is in
its final stages.

Highlighting manpower
expansion, the RPO said the
provincial government has

policing, enhanced public safety

agreed to increase the force,
with 600 additional personnel
proposed for Dera and 200 for
Tank.

He stressed that this step
will directly strengthen efforts
against crime and terrorism.

He also announced recent
promotions, welfare measures
for police families, and parity
of salaries with the Punjab po-
lice.

The RPO urged upon citi-
zens to support law enforce-
ment by reporting criminal and
terrorist activities, saying:
“Peace is only possible with the
people’s cooperation. Where
there is peace, there is pros-
perity.”

] 4
r Mohammad Ishaq Dar arrived in Kabul on an|

and Pakistan’s Ambassador to Afghanistan, Ubaidur Rehman Nizamani.

Mian Amer for creating new provinces

LAHORE(INP): Punjab Group
Chairman Mian Amer Mahmood
has said that the Constitution is

.
in country
proach the federation.
Mian Amer emphasised that
the federal government under-

Karachi where drains remain un-
cleared, worsening the city’s con-
dition during rains.

BUNER: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif, Cabinet Ministe
(M) K and senio oficials reciving  brefing aboutthe damges during the recent orren

[Munir
tial rains and floods in Khyber P

rs, Field Marshal Syed Asi

and ongoing relief ac

Every resource will be mobilized to restore normalcy
in flood-affected affected areas: PM

BUNER (INP): Prime Minis-
ter Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif
on Wednesday visited the
flood-affected districts of
Swat, Buner, Shangla, and
Swabi, where he emphasized
that every available national
resource will be mobilized to
accelerate recovery efforts
and restore normalcy in the
affected areas.

The prime minister was
accompanied by the federal
ministers and Field Marshal
Syed Asim Munir, a press
statement issued by the PM
Office said.

The prime minister and
COAS received a comprehen-
sive briefing on the ongoing
rescue and relief operations in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

During their interaction
with flood victims, the prime
minister assured them of the

Federal Government’s and
Pakistan Army’s unwavering
commitment to extending
maximum support in this criti-
cal hour. The prime minister,
while appreciating the tireless
dedication of the Armed
Forces and civil administration,
reaffirmed solidarity with the
flood-affected population and
assured them of all possible
assistance.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif also drew attention to-
wards the illegal encroach-
ments, timber mafia and min-
ing / crushing activities, espe-
cially in waterways which con-
tribute greatly towards loss of
lives and damages. He di-
rected that Pakistan must act
as a hard state where no one
is above law and necessary
actions be taken against de-
faulters without distinction.

The COAS also interacted
with troops, police and civil ad-
ministration personnel involved
in rescue efforts, lauding their
selfless commitment in assist-
ing victims of floods and tor-
rential rains. COAS directed
ground formations to approach
this responsibility with utmost
devotion and to spare no effort
in alleviating the hardships of
flood-stricken families.

He underscored that the
safety and relief of fellow citi-
zens remain the foremost pri-
ority, commending the forces
and civil administration for their
untiring service.

Earlier, the prime minister
and participants also offered
Fatcha for those who lost their
lives in this catostrophe.

Upon arrival, the prime
minister was received by Field
Marshal Syed Asim Munir.

not being fully i
Provinces collectively form the
federation, and countries are run
by government policies, adding
that every division should be
made a province.

Speaking at a seminar
organised by the representative
body of Pakistan’s private univer-
sities “APSUP,” he thanked the
participants and acknowledged
the key role of Chaudhry Abdul
Rehman in the education move-
ment.

He stated that Pakistan is a
federation of four units, similar to
other federations in the world like
the United States, where prov-
inces collectively make the coun-
try rather than the country creat-
ing provinces.

Referring to India’s indepen-
dence, he noted that it initially had
a few provinces and 600 states,
and highlighted that in countries
with strong local governments,
there is no need to frequently ap-

while
provinces and local governments
are meant to address people’s
problems.

“Governments are formed for
public welfare, not for the happi-
ness of rulers as in monarchies,”
he said.

He pointed out that smaller
administrative issues are resolved
at the local level, and government
policies determine whether a
country becomes prosperous or
poor. “Every policy impacts future
generations, and the real purpose
of crcaung a country is public
welfare,” he remarked, adding that
true leaders will emerge from within
societ

mmenting on the economy,
he said Pakistan faces a deficit
with higher imports and lower ex-
ports. “We must focus on what
we are giving back to the state
rather lhan ‘what the state is giv-
ing us,” he urged. He also
criticised poor governance in

Punjab’s size, he
said it 1s larger than many coun-
tries with a population of 130 mil-
lion alone.

He lamented that Pakistan
has not seen a single year with-
out borrowing and that local gov-
ernments in Punjab and
Balochistan are inconsistent—

imes formed, imes dis-

Senate committee concerned about closure
of Neelum-Jhelum Hydropower Project

ISLAMABAD (INP):The Senate
Standing Committee on Water
Resources, on Wednesday, ex-
pressed serious concerns over

solved.

“We have three pillars: fed-
eral, provincial, and local govern-
‘ments. Local governments exist to
resolve issues of daily life,” he
stressed.

Mian Amer Mahmood said
that in provinces with function-
ing local governments, there is
less need to rely on the federa-
tion. “Unfortunately, we are de-
prived of strong local govern-
ments. The government believes
that mere accession to power is
democracy, whereas in past mon-
archies rulers prospered, not the
people,” he added.

ATC issues
non-bailable arrest
warrants for 14
convicted PTI leaders
RAWALPINDI Aug 20 (INP): An
anti-terrorism court (ATC) has i
sued non-bailable arrest warrants
for 14 convicted Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leaders, in-
cluding Omar Ayub, Shibli Faraz,
Sheikh Rashid Shafiq, Zartaj Gul,
Kanwal Shauzab, and Sahibzada
Hamid Raza, in connection with
the May 9 riots and GHQ attack
cases. The court ordered their ar-
rest and production at the next

hearing on September 3.

Judge Amjad Ali Shah heard
12 cases related to the May 9 inci-
dents registered in Rawalpindi di-
vision, including the GHQ attack,
Army Museum assault, arson at
sensitive buildings in Saddar, and
torching of Metro stations on
Murree Road. The jail trial of the
GHQ attack case was postponed
once again, with the next session
fixed for September 3.

e court rejected exemption

pleas filed by lawyers of the 14
convicted léaders, ruling that
since they had already been sen-
tenced in the Faisalabad court,
they must surrender before seek-
ing relief.

Warrants were alsoissued for
31 other accused who failed to

KSrelief dispatches emergency
relief convoy to assist flash
floods victims of KP

ISLAMABAD (INP): The King
Salman Humanitarian Aid and Re-
lief Centre (KSrelief) on Wednes-
day dispatched a large-scale
emergency relief convoy to assist
families devastated by recent
flash floods and cloudbursts in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP).

The send-off ceremony was
attended by the Ambassador of
Saudi Arabia to Pakistan, Nawaf
Bin Said Al-Maliki; Federal Min-
ister for Inter-Provincial Coordi-
nation Rana Sana Ullah Khan;
KSrelief Pakistan Director
Abdullah Al-Bagami; officials
from the National Disaster Man-
agement Authority (NDMA),

carefully designed to meet the
immediate nutritional needs of af-
fected families.

Aid distribution will be car-
ried out in partnership with
NDMA, the Provincial Disaster
Management Authority (PDMA),
the Relief, Rehabilitation and
Settlement Department (RR&SD),
and KSrelief’s local partners - the
Hayat Foundation and Peach and
Development Organization. Au-
thorities have assured that the
process will remain transparent
and timely to ensure delivery to
the most vulnerable communities.

The initiative highlights the
ngdom of Saudi Arabia’s endur-

to humanitarian

tives, and members of the national
and international media.

The convoy includes 10,000
Shelter NFIKits and 10,000 Food
Packages. Each shelter kit is
equipped with essential relief
items, including a shelter unit,
solar panels with LED lights, two
thermal blankets, plastic mats,
durable kitchen sets, water cool-
ers, and antibacterial soap. Each
food package, weighing 95 kilo-
grams, contains wheat flour,

suppon in Pdkman KSrelief has
implemented numerous projects
in food security, health, shelter,
education, and disaster response
across the country, strengthening
the bonds of brotherhood be-
tween the two nations.

The dispatch of this convoy
marks another milestone in Saudi
Arabia’s ongoing humanitarian
partnership with Pakistan, offer-
ing urgent relief to families af-
fected by the devastating floods

des-long pending legal
cases, land disputes worth tril-
lions of rupees, and the closure
of the Neelum-Jhelum Hydro-
power Project.

The committee, which met
with Shahadat Awan in the chair,
reviewed compliance reports on
the audit paras of WAPDA.

Senator Shahadat Awan
highlighted that some of the
WAPDA cases have been pend-
ing for 21 years and the authority
has not paid attention to these
cases for the last sixteen years.

He further pointed out that
WAPDA is occupying land worth
Rs. 10 billion, while cases worth
over Rs. 298.48 billion are pend-
ing in the courts, primarily related
to Mangla Dam lands.

The Chairman Committee
also raised alarm over the illegal
contract of Nai Gaj Dam worth Rs.
30 billion, which remains under
investigation by NAB. “WAPDA
Chairman should call an immedi-
ate meeting on all these audit
cases. Areport on the progress of
all these cases should be pre-
sented to the committee,” Sena-
tor Awan directed.

Members of the Committee
echoed similar concerns. Senator
Faisal Rahman remarked that it

seems that WAPDA’s legal team
is not working, questioning the
lack of progress on longstanding
disputes.

In response, WAPDA Chair-

government agency has taken re-
sponsibility, then it is our job to
enquire, Senator Awan empha-
sized.

Turning to the Neelum-

man Lt Gen (Retd;
Saeed informed the Committee, “T
have been in office for only ten
days, yet I have already con-
vened three meetings to address
these issues. WAPDA has many
cases for which there is no record,
but we are trying to reduce the
backlog.
He admitted that WAPDA’s

records are not digitized*, but

assured that digi 1zal|on efforts
were underway.

He said compensation had
already been paid to the
affectedees of Mangla Dam and
now they are pursuing cases in
court.

On the issue of NAB refer-
ences, the WAPDA officials con-
firmed that six cases are currently
under NAB’s purview, including
two each of the Kachhi Canal and
Nai Gaj Dam projects.

The Secretary Ministry of
Water Resources said that these
are NAB cases against individu-
als, not WAPDA.

The Chairman Committee
summoned FIA and NAB offi-
cials to the next meeting, direct-
ing WAPDA and the Ministry of
Water Resources to present com-
plete details of all cases. “If any

Jhelum F Project, mem-
bers voiced concern over its clo-
sure following the collapse of the
head-rise tunnel.

The Officials briefed that the
project had earlier faced a tail-ri:
tunnel collapse, which was re-
paired, allowing operations for
nine months before the new break-
down. Senator Shahadat Awan,
however, deferred a detailed brief-
ing, stating, “The Prime Minister
has already formed a committee to
inquire into the project. We should
wait for the ing uiry report before
further discussion.”

e Committee recommended
that WAPDA's legal team immedi-
ately coordinate with the Auditor
General and the Ministry of Law
toresolve audit-related cases from
2015-16, while urging that all crimi-
nal and PAC-related cases be re-
ported in detail in the next sitting.

The meeting was attended by
Senators Quratul Ain Marri, Faisal
Salem Rahman, Dr Humayun
Mohmand, Saeed Ahmed Hashmi
and Saadia Abbasi, Chairman
WAPDA Lt General (Retd)
Muhammad Saeed, Secretary Min-
istry of Water Resources, and se-
nior officials of relevant depart-
ments.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Mis

ster for Petroleum Ali Pervaiz Malik held a meeting with Natalie A,

appear without j:

sugar, lentils, and cooking oil,

in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Baker, the US Charge d' Affaires to Pakistan.

e
ISLAMABAD: Danyal Chaudhry,
senting a souvenir to Her Excellency, Ms. Jane Marriott.

'y Secretary for

pre

Pakistan, Turkey vow to strengthen
educational ties

ISLAMABAD (INP): In a signifi-
cant step towards enhancing edu-
cational and cultural cooperation
between Pakistan and Turkey, the
Prime  Minister’s  Youth
Programme (PMYP) and the Turk-
ish Maarif Foundation are set to
sign a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU). The agreement
aims to foster cultural exchanges
and educational collaborations
between the two nations, promot-
ing mutual understanding and
cooperation. According to an of-
ficial, the MoU is expected to pro-
vide a platform for students and
youth from both countries to en-
gage in shared learning, cultural

exchange programs, and collabo-

rative projects. This initiative is
part of a broader effort to
strengthen the bond between
Pakistan and Turkey, with a fo-
cus on education, culture and
youth development. The Turkish
Maarif Foundation, established
by the Turkish Parliament, is com-
mitted to providing educational
services abroad and fostering
global cultural and educational
exchanges. Witha presence in 67
countries and a network of 332
institutions, the foundation
serves over 40 000 students and
offers programs ranging from
preschool to higher education.
The planned MoU is a testament
to the growing cooperation be-

tween Pakistan and Turkey in the
fields of education and culture. It
is expected to open up new op-
portunities for students, youth,
and educators from both coun-
tries, promoting people-to-people
contact and mutual understand-
ing. The signing of the MoU is ex-
pected to further strengthen the
relations between Pakistan and
Turkey, building on the existing
cultural and historical ties be-
tween the two nations. This land-
mark agreement is set to pave the
way for a new era of educational
cooperation and cultural exchange
between Pakistan and Turkey,
benefiting students, youth, and
communities in both countrics.




