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CTD Arrests Close Aide of
Dr. Usman Qazi in Major
Operation in Balochistan

ABC Certified

Balochistan CM, British High
Commissioner Discuss Climate
Fund, Youth Empowerment and
Governance Reforms

News Desk:
ISLAMABAD:
Balochistan Chief Minis-
ter Mir Sarfraz Bugti met
with the British High
Commissioner to Paki-
stan, Ms. Jane Marriott,
in Islamabad on Friday.
The meeting focused on
strengthening bilateral reducing non-deévelop-
cooperation, tackling the ~ mental expenditures.
impacts of climate On the education
change, improving gov- front, CM Bugti said the
ernance, enhancing law  Benazir Bhutto Scholar-
and order, and introduc-  ship Program is provid-
ing reforms in education ing quality education
and healthcare. High- opportunities to stu-
lighting climate chal- dents across the prov-
lenges, the Chief Min ince. The initiative also
ter said that Balochistan  includes the children of
has launched its first- civilian martyrs,
ever Climate Fundtodeal transgender persons,

with natural disasters
and environmental pro-
tection.

He stressed that
transparency and gover-
nance remain top priori-
ties, adding that the
province saved Rs. 14
billion last fiscal year by

ter Youth Skills Devel-
opment Program, 30,000
young people will re-
ceive vocational train-
ing, with many expected
to secure jobs abroad.
High Commissioner Jane
Marriott praised the pro-
vincial government’s re-
formagenda, describing
efforts in governance,
education, health, and
youth development as
“commendable.”

The two sides also
agreed to enhance coop-
eration in multiple sec-
tors, including training
support for the Counter-
Terrorism Department
(CTD) Police to boost
professional capacity.

minorities, and under-
privileged groups to en-
sure equal access to edu-
cation.

To support youth
economic empowerment,
the provincial govern”
ment, in collaboration
v\nthAkhuwat is launch-
ing an interest-free loan
scheme. He further
shared that 16,000 teach-
ers have been recruited
purely on merit, while re-
forms in health and edu-
cation departments are
underway to improve
service delivery. For the
first time in Balochistan’s
history, a Youth Policy
has been introduced.
Under the Chief Minis-

Staff Reporter:
QUETTA: The Counter-
Terrorism Department
(CTD) has carried out a
significant operation, ar-
resting Mir Khan
Muhammad, a close aide
of Dr. Usman Qazi.

According to offi-

tions. CTD officials have
already initiated a de-
tailed interrogation to
identify his wider net-
work and possible con-
nections with militant
groups.

Pakistan did not request
anyone to make India sit
down for talks: FM Dar
o

NEWS DESK: Deputy
Prime Minister and For-
cign Minister Ishaq Dar
on Friday said that Paki-
stan had not requested
anyone to make India sit
down for talks of any
kind. “Pakistan did not
ask anyone to arrange
talks with India. Pakistan
is ready for comprehen-
sive talks with India, in-
cluding on the Kashmir
issue,” he told journal-
ists at Parliament House.
Talking about the
May conflict between
the two countries and
the subsequent
ceasefire, he said the lat-
ter was still underway.
he military con-
frontation between India
and Pakistan came in
May as the former, with-
out evidence, linked the
Pahalgam attack to
Islamabad, which
strongly denied the alle-
gations. On the night of
May 6-7, New Delhi

launched a series of air
strikes on Pakistan, kill-
ing at least 40 civilians.
Both sides then ex-
changed missiles, which
stretched over the week,
before a US-brokered
ceasefire had both sides
agree to stop the hostili-
ties. Talking about the
halt in hostilities, Dar

cial sources, Mir Khan
Muhammad obtained a
law degree from the In-
ternational Islamic Uni-
versity before serving as
a prosecutor inspector in
Balochistan. His profes-
sional background, au-
thorities say, provided
him with cover for his al-
leged involvement in
unlawful activities.
Investigators re-
vealed that the suspect
has confessed to being
involved in more than a
dozen criminal opera-
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been on the radar of law
enforcement agencies.

Authorities have
assured that further up-
dates will be shared as
the investigation
progresses.

Security experts be-
lieve the arrest marks a
breakthrough in_ongo-
ing counter-terrorism ef-
forts in Balochistan, as
Dr. Usman Qazi and his
associates have long

PM Shehbaz to

NEWS DESK: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Friday said that he
will convene a meeting
over the illegal construc-
tions on rivers soon, as
monsoon rains caused
catastrophic floods in
northern parts of the
country.

Record rains in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
which started on August
15, have wreaked havoc
on different parts of the
province. Last week, the
provincial government
declared an emergency
as torrential rains rav-

aged homes, displaced
families, and left a trail of
destruction _across
Buner, Swat, Shangla,
Manschra, and beyond
with the death toll at 393.
Speaking during a
federal cabinet meeting
today, PM Shehbaz said,
“Twill call ameeting over
the illegal constructions
onrivers, such as hotels,
restaurants an,
houses.” He highlighted
the concerns over such
structures, which re-
flected “catastrophic
beauty”, and over the
cutting’ of trees in

said: “India had re-
quested the US for a
ceasefire. [received a call
from the US for a
ceasefire. | had made it
clear that Pakistan did
not want war.”

‘The foreign minister
said that Pakistan had
been suggested to sit
down at a neutral venue

for talks, to which he had
expressed his willing-
ness 0 o so.

“Ihad made it clear
that there will be no dis-
cussion on any single-
point agenda with India.
We will discuss all out-
standing issues, includ-
ing the Kashmir issue
with India,” he said.

call meeting on

illegal constructions on rivers soon

PM Shehbaz also
commended the efforts
of the armed forces in
rescue and relief opera-
tions. “Pakistan Army
reached the distant and
difficult areas to rescue
the people. For this pur-
pose, helicopters were
also used,” he said.

He mentioned his
visit to flood-affected
areas in Gilgit-Baltistan
and Azad Jammu and
Kashmir, highlighting
the efforts of ministers
and secretaries. He said,
“This is a collective re-
sponsibility.”

Galiyat, where plazas and
houses have been con-
structed.

“There is no room
for man-made disasters,”
he said, adding that the
‘meeting will be called on
an all-Pakistan basis to
discuss these issues.

The premier dis-
cussed the relief and re-
habilitation work in the

-affected areas dur-
ing the meeting, saying
that the federal govern-
ment has extended “full
cooperation” to the pro-
vincial governments,
Radio Pakistan reported.

China’s Foreign Minister Wang, COAS Munir discuss
regional security and counter-terrorism

NEWSS DESK: China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi
held ameeting with Chief of Army Staff Field Mar-
shal Syed Asim Munir in Islamabad during his offi-
cial visit to the country, discussing regional secu-
rity and counter-terrorism, the military’s media wing
said on Friday.

The Chinese forei en minister arrived in Paki-
stan late Wednesday night to attend the sixth Paki-
stan-China Strategic Dialogue on Thursday morn-
ing. He also met Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, re-
affirming China’s commitment to working with Paki-
stan to pmmma regional peace, davelopment. and
stability.

‘Wang said that China was prepared to support
its neighbours on issues concerning their core in-
terests and to firmly oppose external interference in
the region, per a Cchse foreign ministry handout.
He stressed the need to improve the security dia-
logue deepen law and se-
curity cooperation, strengthen the fight agamsl
transnational terrorism, and eliminate conditions
that promote extremism.

‘According to a statement from the Inter-Ser-
vices Public Relations (ISPR) today, Wang and

COAS Munir held discussions focused on regional security, counter-terrorism and maters of mutual
interest.

“Both sides reaffirmed their resolve to strengthen the strategic partnership and enhance coordina-
tion at regional and international forums.”

Wang reiterated China’s steadfast support for
Pakistan’s sovereignty and development, the state-
‘ment said, adding that COAS Munir expressed grati-
tude for China’s consistent support for Pakistan.

The meeting concluded with a shared commit-
‘ment to advance peace, stability, and prosperity in
the region, it said.

Pakistan and China share a longstanding stra-
tegic partnership that covers trade, energy, defence
and infrastructure. Their militaries have built deep
‘mutual trust and cooperation, and both sides agreed
to sustain high-level visits while enhancing collabo-
ration in joint training, exercises and military tech-
nology. On August 1, COAS Munir, while speaking
at an event makag the 98th anniversary of the
founding of the People’s Liberation Army of China,
stressed that the “enduring partnership” between
Tslamabad and Beijing will continue to play a piv-
otal role in regional stability.

Last month, during COAS Munit’s visit to
Beijing, the Chinese leadership had lauded the role
of the Pakistan Army and hailed it as a “cornerstone
of resilience and a vital contributor” for peace in the
region.
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Balochistan Higher Education
Crisis: Underpaid Faculty,
Overlooked Future

Editorial:
Balochistan,
Pakistan’s most un-
derdeveloped yet re-
source-rich province,
is facing a devastating
higher education cri-
sis. While billions of
rupees are allocated
annually for infrastruc-
ture—such as roads,
dams, and drainage
projects—the
province’s public sec-
tor universities remain
critically underfunded.
Faculty and staff
at three major institu-
tions—University of
Balochistan,

sector.

acr

paid.

B UITE M S ances—from junior in Pakistan are central | Taxila(5 BC)and Nalanda

(Balochistan Univer-  staff to senior profes- to national develop- | (5AD)justify this claim.

sity of Information sors. ment, especially in re- I“d‘?“ .‘{\""“PWE“‘_‘."S

Technology, Engincer-  Tn a time of soar- ~gions like Balochistan | 37 ‘08 7ns Mace. o

ing and Management ing inflation, thisis un- - where access to af- | roerved through Jain,

Sciences), acceptable. Investing  fordable higher educa- | Byddhist and Hinda tra. | 1o MO
and Sardar in human capital and tion is already limited. | ditions. I3 Y

Bahadur Khan quality education Empowering students During the Medieval

Women’s  Univer- must be the  through quality learn- | era, India got introduced

sity—have taken to province’s top priority. in; i re- | toIslami ions of | jts effects

the streets in protest Without well-paid, search funding, and | learning focusing on

over non-payment of motivated educators, skilled faculty will up- | SPiritual elevation and

salaries, delayed al- academic
lowances, and budget
cuts in the education

These institutions
educate over 30,000
students, both male
and female,
ss Balochistan.
Despite their vital role
in producing future
engineers,
ers, and leaders, their
teachers remain un-

Instead of ad-
dressing this crisis, the
Higher Education De-
partment Balochistan
recently announced
austerity measures,
including drastic cuts
to faculty allow-

mance, research out-
put, and global univer-

sity rankings will con-
tinue to decline.

ChiefMinister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti has
shown a commitment
to merit-based re-
forms and corruption-
free recruitment in
education.

However, this vi-
sion must now extend
to securing sustainable
funding for higher edu-
cation institutions. The
current crisis demands
urgent financial relief
for university staff and
improved budget allo-
cations.

Public universities

from

research-

Rethinking art
and design
education in
Pakistan

I'am writing to share an
ungomg project titled
"Decolonizing Art & De-
sign Education in Paki-
stan: Linking Research,
Practice & Policy”. The
project recognises the
need to reassess strate-
gies for a more compre-
hensive and result-ori-
ented approach in art and
design education. It pro-
poses contextually en-
gaged learning and sys-
tems of knowledge pro-
duction as a promising
approach towards a
more stable society eager
to create an impact glo-
bally.

The history and
politics of the education
system in colonial India
reveal that it undermined
the ancient legacy of In-
dian art and India's sta-
tus as a hub of higher
education since the Axial
Age. The universities of

Quetta: Contaminated water posing a serious
threat to human health

Frcsh and clean water

is an essential part of
human life. It stands sec-
ond to the air for the ex-
istence of all human be-
ingsand it is now a com-
monly known fact that
groundwater quality is
as important as its quan-
tity. Balochistan is be-
coming the fast water-
scarce province of the
country particularly in
urban ‘areas including
the Quetta sub-basin
where 90% of the drink-
ingwater is utilized from
groundwater. Ground-
water quality has a direct
impact on the health and
welfare of the inhabitants
therefore fresh and clean
water supply need to be
prioritized. Drinking wa-
ter must be free from

pathogenic organisms
Water from any
source must suit the pur-
pose for which it is in-
tended whereas, drink-
ing water must be free
from pathogenic organ-
isms and its chemical and
physical qualities must
also be suitable for hu-
man_consumption. Ac-
cordingly, groundwater
contamination is ap-
proximately constantly
the consequence of hu-
man activities.
Accordingly, the
(Coliforms and E. Coli)
are those bacteria that
originate from wastes
and intestines of animals
and signal contamination
in drinking water during
testing. A recent report of
the Irrigation Depart-
ment indicates that the

high rate of Coliform and
E. Coli bacteria was
found in the water of
Quetta which signals
contaminations in the
drinking water that may
affect human health and
cause severe illness, as
such gastrointestinal,
vomiting, cramps, diar-
rhea, muscle aches, and
headache. However,
anyone can get sick from
drinking contaminated
water but children, the
elderly, and people with
weak immune systems
are at a higher risk of the
harmful effects. Con-
taminated water in
Quetta affecting human
health On the basis of
analyzed water quality
data the areas o

Mariabad, Shaldara Kasi
Road, Pashtoonabad,

Gowalmandi, Sirki Road
satellite town, Takhtani
Bypass, airport road,
Western bypass,
Barwary road Mosa
Colony, Spini road, Joint
Road, Raisani Rodd
Sariab road DG W/
office, Gahi Khan Chowk,
Sariab Railway Station
where the water Quality
is declared unsafe due to
high concentration of
Coliform and E. coli as
such the analyzed values
are high than the permis-
sible limits of the WHO.
The drinking water
in these areas is found
objectionable and unsafe
for drinking purposes on
the basis of bacteriologi-
cal contamination.

Abdul Razzaq
Khilji:

Why collective climate ac-
tion is our only hope

A one of those na-
tions most severely im-
climate
change, Pakistan is at a
critical juncture. We are
committed to combating

perfor- lift not only the prov-
ince but the entire na-

tion.

By Zafar Mirza:

Time for lifestyle
medicine

NON-COMMUNICABLE diseases in
Pakistan present a growing burden of
disease (BoD) that no number of ad-
vanced medical interventions can
tackle.

This umbrella includes chronic
es and conditions like cardio-
vascular diseases, diabetes, obesity,
liver and kidney dysfunction, chronic
obstructive respiratory disorders, can-
cers, mental disorders, etc.

‘Globally, 74 per cent of deaths are
caused by these diseases. Seventy-
three per cent of all deaths due to
NCDs occur in low- and middle-income
countries. In 2010, the burden of dis-
case posed by NCDs in Pakistan s
passed that of communicable diseases
with i i

has primarily been developed by medi-
cal practitioners in the West, under-
standably, the emphasis is on treat-
ment.

In the therapeutic sphere, this
medicine has indeed shown unequivo-
cal effectiveness, o an extent that pa-
tients with NCDs not only experience
remission but also a reversal of their
diseases, which I have discussed in
my column ‘Reversing NCDs” (March
21, 2025) fucusing solely on the dis-
ease or symptoms

Lifestyle medicine employs a ho-
listic approach rather than focusing
solely on the disease. Its aim is to en-
train the whole person by aligning with
the circadian rhythm and restoring

Currently, every fourth adult
above the age of 20 in Pakistan suf-
fers from Type II diabetes; that’s 33
‘million adulis, making us the third-larg-
est population in the world, right after
India and China. Every third Pakistani
adult above the age of 45 years suf-
fers from high blood pressure.

One in every nine women is likely
to face breast cancer. In Pakistan, years
lived with disability — a prudu&,l of
prevalence and disability weight — for
women aged 10 to 24 years, due to
breast cancer, is the highest in the
world. Every fourth woman quietly
51rugglc> with perinatal depression.

A study spanning 30 years on
BoD trends in Pakistan shows that all
NCDs are on the rise. Ischemic heart
disease, for example, has increased by
more than 25pc in the last 30 years. In
terms of changes in the BoD ranking
of diseases, diabetes moved from 26th
place in 1990 to eighth place in 2019,
and breast cancer from 38th to 18th in
the same period.

The WHO lists the following five
key risk factors for major NCDs: to-
bacco use, an unhealthy diet, physi-
cal inactivity, harmful intake of alco-
hol and air pollution.

Lifestyle medicine is about holis-
tic care.

Amajor element of these dise:
conditions and their associated risk
factors comprises our behaviours in
daily lives. The burden of disease of
NCDs will not change until we change
our individual lifestyle choices.

Lifestyle medicine is about holis-
tic self-care and supporting others to
change their daily unhealthy
behaviours in terms of what they eat
(nutrition); how much they exercise
(physical activity); how much they
sleep (restorative sleep); how they
handle stress (stress management);
their use of any harmful substances
(addictions); and the quality of their
social connectedness. These are the
six evidence-backed pillars of lifestyle
medicine. Though the ideas posited
are not new, s still, ina way, a new
branch of medical science. Lifestyle
medicine has reorganised old ideas
into a new, preventive and therapeu-
tic framework, with strong evidence at
the base of each ofits six pillars. Many
credible studies speak to the effective-
ness of these llfeely]e behavioral
changes when sustained. The collec-
tive and synergistic effect of these six
behaviours is transformative in the tru-
est sense of the word.

/\duplmg the when

It generally employs
non-pharmaceutical lifestyle interven-
tions. In the hands of a skilled lifestyle
medical practitioner, the results are
astounding.

The American Lollege of Lifestyle

intellectual heritage. Ar-
abs and Turks who
brought Islam to the
subcontinent were ac-
quainted with the sophis-
ticated Persian culture
and its achievements in
educational leadership of
the medieval world.

Itis believed that for
several centuries, a se-
ries of brilliant philoso-
phers and scientists
made Baghdad the intel-
lectual centre of the me-
dieval world.

The translation of
Greek texts into Arabic
by Muslim scholars was
asignificant intellectual
feat that laid the ground-
work for the European
Renaissance.

Hence, in medieval
India, madrassahs and
khanqahs provided an
cthical and practical
manifestation of a just
and useful life as the
main aim of all learning
pursuits.In colonial In-
dia, education was not a
priority.

By Sadia Pasha
Kamran:

Medicine, , con-
ducts various wmmucd mcdlcal edu-
cation” activities year-round, includ-
ing a board exam. The International
Board of Lifestyle Medicine was set
up by the ACLM in 2018 and hosts
lifestyle medicine certification exams
around the world, which have pro-
duced, to date, over 8,000 BLM dip-
lomats in 92 countries, including 41 in
Pakistan, according to the t count.
In 2015, the ACLM also ated the
Lifestyle Medicine Global Alliance
comprising professional lifestyle medi-
cine associations from around the
world.

The only national body from Pa-
kistan in this global alliance is the Pa-
kistan Association of Lifestyle Medi-
unc which was founded in 2016 by

¢ visionary Dr Shagufta Feroz, the
frsl IBLM diplomat from Pakistan. It
has since grown in terms of its mem-
bemmp, credibility and global stand-
ing. Sinc PALM is the only
urganmuun in Pakistan authorised to
conduct the IBLM certification.

Dr Feroz started out as a family
physician in Lahore. Getting fed up
over time with the way general prac-
tice was being conducted, with its ir-
rational use of medicines, and the phar-
maceutical industry’s unethical prac-
tices, she began to explore alterna-
tives. Dr Feroz ended up completing
two PhD degrees in nutrition and inte-
gmled ‘medicine from the US.

During this period, she came
across lifestyle medicine and finally
found her nirvana. She has since been
promoting this science by
contextualising it in Pakistan’s case,
and is currently running the 11th Post-
graduate Lifestyle Medicine Certificate
Course. I myself recently graduated
from the 10th course, which T enjoyed
and benefited from tremendously. She
has developed a great team of profes-
sionals, with *positive deviation”, that
continues to grow.

That said, PALM still has a long
way to go in terms of mainstreaming
lifestyle medicine in the healthcare
system. For starters, it needs to be in-
tegrated at the undergraduate level
into the education of health profes-
sionals. Further, the College of Physi-
cians and Surgeons of Pakistan needs
to seriously attend to the initiation of

ind fellow-

we are ‘healthy’ or ‘disease-free” tre-
‘mendously lowers the chances of de-
veloping NCDs. However, since
lifestyle medicine in its current form

ship programmes in lifestyle medicine.
PALM has started working in this di-
rection. The time for lifestyle medicine
has arrived.

Tracking the
renewable energy
transition
At the last climate sum-
mit in 2023, hosted by
Dubai, international con-
sensus could not be se-
cured to phase out harm-
ful fossil fuels com-
pletely. Instead, over 130
countries signed a pact
to boost renewable en-
ergy production by 2030.
While there has been im-
pressive growth in
renewables in the past
few years, the world is
still off-track to meet the
goal of tripling renewable
generation capacity in

the next five years.

Producing more re-
newable energy is vital to
enable a desperately
needed shift away from
fossil fuels, which are a
leading cause of global
warming.

Renewable produc-
tion is also vital for meet-
ing the demand for elec-
tricity. Besides the im-
perative of providing
electricity to more
people, the demand for
electricity-intensive ap-
pliances Such as air con-
ditioning is growing
across our warming
planet.

ro-

d mitigating
its causes, as evidenced
by our role as a signa-
tory to the Paris Agree-
ment, with a target to
halve greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions by 2030
dnd achieve net zero by

However we know
that these are cqudlly gi-
gantic tasks that no

single entity can accom-
plish alone. The devel-
oped world has long un-
derstood that climate
change is one of the few
challenges demanding a
truly collective global ef-
fort. In our own country,
this same principle holds
true.

Neither stringent
regulatory measures
alone, nor community
mobilisation, nor the ef-
forts of any single key
player can yield the sig-
nificant results we need.
This challenge requires a
concerted and unified

response from all sectors
of our society to create
meaningful and lasting
change.

However, a crucial
question remains: do our
climate governance lead-
ers truly understand
that without collective
action, our efforts to
both combat and miti-
gate climate change will
be disjointed and ulti-
mately ineffective? The
last 25 years of environ-
‘mental protection and re-
habilitation in Pakistan
offer a stark example of
this very problem.

Since the introduc-
tion of a regulatory
framework for pollution
control, we've seen a
fragmented approach.
The sole objective of
regulators has often
been to enforce laws
without fully consider-
ing the challenges faced
by businesses. In other
cases, powerful viola-
tors have been able to
circumvent the rules,
continuing to pollute
with impunity.

ByMirza
Mujtaba Baig:

Fire and attraction

PEACENIKS on both

sides of the Radcliffe
Line are eating humble
pie; the warmongers ra-
diate with their ‘told-
you-so’ glow. Journalis-
tic neutrality has been
thrown to the winds; an-
chors, reporters and
analysts have traded
their reputations and
professionalism for cer-
tificates of patriotism
from state institutions.

The hate wave is far
more severe than the
heatwaves that keep
sweeping the region.

It is hard to say
whether the dogfights in
the sky were more dra-
matic and intense than
the clashes on the air-
waves.

Seasoned veterans
in international media
were humbled by prom-
ising podcasters, The ar-
guments of my favourite

Mahabharata
character’s namesake
were thoroughly punc-
tured on his talk show.
Mr Thapar started the
verbal battle with the full
bravado  of
Pandavas’ half-brother,
but tohis ‘guest’ Bilawal
Bhutto-Zardari’s sup-
porters, by the end of the
programme, he lay like
Bhishma on a bed of ar-
rows. The chairman of
the Pakistan Peoples

a

Party, his fans believe,
left victorious to the
Balochi beat of Dilan teer
bijan (an arrow to your
heart), an anthem of sorts
for the PPP whose elec-
toral symbol happens to
bean arrow.

None of this should
be read as “we won’ be-
cause we are all losing
our humanity.

By Shahzad
Sharjecl:

Theft of childhood

LAST month, I trav-
elled through Pakistan’s
four provinces to over-
ee UNFPA projects and
initiatives. I also en-
gaged with partners to

Saniya found herself on
the cusp of adolescence,
confronting the threat of
child marriage, poverty
and detrimental tradi-
tional practices. She viv-
1d]y remembers the fear

get their persp on
development amid the
recent geopolitical and
funding challenges. Dur-
ing these S.
nected with v: part:
ners, officials and mlel—
lectuals.
One particularly moving
and painful — con-
versation was_with
Sania, an exceptionally
talented 18-year-old from
aremote village.
Reflecting on her
brief life journey, Sania
shared some of her
memories etched in her
mind. She recalled how,
as a 10-year-old, she
stood silently, looking
into the eyes of those
around her, searching for
reassurance and safety.
At that tender age,

ind i that sur-
rounded her, along with
the question that echoed
in her mind: would her
guardians and the people
around her allow her to
finish her education and
pursue her dream of be-
cominga journalist or TV
presenter, or would harsh
barriers destroy her op-
portunities before she
even had a chance to
start?

As Sania continued
her story, I listened
closely, yet my thoughts

o

but also the theft of
people’s dreams and
their future.”

Child marriage de-
stroys dreams and fu-
tures.

That question, that
fear, is not solely Sania’s.
It resonates with millions
of girls around the globe
whose dreams and fu-
tures are at risk simply
due to their gender.

Narratives like
Sania’s have motivated
me and numerous other
development practitio-
ners at UNFPA, along
with other UN and civil
society organisations, to
commit our time and ef-
forts to championing the
rights of girls.

Throughout my ca-
reer, first in Palesting

and history, as I focused
on the words attributed
to Africa’s icon of free-
dom, tolerance and
peace, Nelson Mandela:
“Corruption is not only
the theft of public money

thereafter in the UN, I
strived alongside many
professionals and prac-
titioners to transform the
image of a young girl
standing alone, vulner-
able yet brimming with

potential, into a power-
ful call for change — a
change that should have
occurred long ago to
plc\'cnl the theft of our
girls’ dreamsand futures
in the name of social
norms, religion and pa-
triarchy.

It all hinges on our
interpretation of inher-
ited culture, which does
not always align with the
divine message con-
veyed through the
prophets and saints. We
made that image the cor-
nerstone of our mission:
to advocate fiercely for
the right of every girl to
live a iafe heallhy and
digni

Bccau;c behind ev-
ery statistic is a child
with dreams, a voice and
limitless potential — a
child who might change
the future of a nation, in
fact, the world.

By Luay
Shabaneh:

Token feminism in development

WOM EN in Pakistan
constitute 48.5 per cent
of the population but
face systemic disadyan-
tages in education,
healthcare and economic
participation. To realise
the country’s full poten-
tial, increa-sing women’s

p
cesses have also become
more electricity-inten-
sive, and artificial intelli-
gence needs a lot of elec-
tric power too.

Continued reliance
on fossil fuels for energy
will make the goal of lim-
iting global heating to
below 1.5C unattainable.
Yet, governments are not
keeping up with the UN-
endorsed goal of quickly
switching over to
renewables.

A recent report by

Ember, an energy-fo-

cused thinktank.

BySyed
Mohammad Ali:

economic is
critical.

Pakistan hit rock
bottom in the World
Economic Forum’s 2025
Global Gender Gap Index
out of 148 countries, with
56.7pc gender parity; it
has closed only 2.3pc of
the gap since 2006. It
ranks below Sudan,
Chad, Iran, Guinea and
Congo. In South Asia,
Bangladesh holds the
24th position, demon-
strating a far more
favourable gender equal-
itylandscape. This is the
second yearin a row that
Pakistan’s gender parity
score has declined.

Thisalone is a damn-
ing indictment of the little
progress made — de-
spite millions being
poured into gender
equality initiatives by in-
ternational development
agencies. However, the
deeper problem is not
lack of funding, but the
misuse of a noble narra-
tive to justify wasteful
development program-
ming. It should lead to
deep introspection about
why gender equality ef-
foris keep failing.

Take, for example,
the Asian Development
Bank’s (ADB) initiative
with Pakistan’s National
Transmission and Des-
patch Company to in-
crease female participa-
tion in technical and lead-
ership roles.

A$182,000 technical
assistance grant — part
of the broader Power
Transmission
Enhance-ment Invest-

‘ment Programme — was
awarded to support ‘gen-
der mainstreaming’
through drafting a work-
place gender policy,
training 20pc of female
staffand auditing an in-
ternship programme.
This reads more like an
HR department’s annual
plan than a serious de-
velopment intervention.

functional
organisation with a com-
petent HR team can per-
form such tasks.

Sowhyis our ailing
power sector the testing
ground for gender experi-
‘ments scripted in distant
multilateral offices?

The broader prob-
lem is a development
culture that rewards
symbolism over sub-
stance.

This is not an iso-
lated case. ADB
partnered with the State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP)
to develop a Wo--men

Entrepreneurs Finance
Code under a Wom-en-
Inclusive Financial Sec-
tor Development
Prog-ramme funded
through a $5 Sm grant
and $150m

In June 2025 an-
other $350m loan was
app-ro-ved to support
women’s access to fi-
nance and provide credit
to women-led micro
SMEs. The code,
launched with fanfare, is
merely a declaration of
intent to close financing
caps by designating a
Ieader to monitor data
and introduce targets.

While gender-re-
sponsive finance is a
valid policy goal, was
this multimillion-dollar
donor intervention truly
necessary when the SBP
already has the legal
mandate.

By Saced
Ahmed:
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Pakistan receives $208.1m net FDI in July,
China tops with 25pc share

ISLAMABAD The gross inflows The remaining in-
(INP): Pakistan re- from China stood at vestment came from
ceived $208.1 million  $89 million, butan out- other partner coun-
in net foreign direct flow of $37.6 million tries.
investment (FDI) in brought the net figure During the previ-
July 2025, the first downto$51.5 million. ous fiscal year 2024-
month of the ongoing Other major con- 25, Pakistan received
financial year 2025- tributors in July in- a total 0f $2.46 billion
26, with China emerg-  cluded Canada ($37.8 in FDI, of which
ing as the leading in- million), nearly half (49.9%)
vestor, Gwadar Pro HongKong ($30.1 came from China,
reported on Friday million), Switzerland amounting to$1.22 bil-
quoting the latest data ($20.6 million), the lion.
released by the State United Arab Emirates This was almost
Bank of Pakistan ($19.7 million), the doublethe $643.2 mil-
(SBP). United Kingdom lion netinvestment re-
China contributed ($16.9 million), ceived from Beijing in
$51.5 million in net Singapore ($9.1 mil- FY 2023-24,

I, accounting for lion), and the United underscoring
24.7 percent of the States which recorded China’s growing role
total inflows. amodest $3.6 million. as Pakistan’s single

\

largest investor.

The latest figures
signala positive start to
the new fiscal year,
coinciding with the ar-
rival of Wang Yi, Mem-
ber of the Political Bu-
reau of the CPC Cen-
tral Committee and
Chinese Foreign Min-
ister in Islamabad for
the 6th round of the Pa-

kistan-China Forcign
Ministers’ Strategic
Dialogue, scheduled
this week.

The dialogue will
be co-chaired by Wang

Minister Ishaq Dar.

[QUETTA: A delegatio led by Pirmda Governor]

. )
ISLAMABAD: Ambassador-designate of the Republic of Indonesia / Chairman of ASEAN Countries,
[Mr. Chandra Warsenanto, presenting his credentials to President Asif Ali Zardari at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

United Kingdom (UK) announces £1.33 aid
for Pakistan’s flood victims

LONDON, Aug 22 ted to strengthening health clinics have been
(INP): The United Pakistan’s disaster damaged, ensuring con-
Kingdom (UK) on response and resil-  tinued access to essen-
Friday announced ience. tial healthcare. Non-
£1.33 million in hu- As part of this food items, food ra-
manitarian aid to sup- support, the UK has tions, shelter materials,
port Pakistan’s re- trained 2400 commu- and dignity kits for
sponse to the devas- nity volunteers for women are being dis-
tating effects of the search and rescue tributed to displaced
2025 monsoon sea- operations, across families.
son. This funding will Pakistan’s vulnerable Meanwhile, United
help more than districts. Nations Office for the
223,000 people across 25 volunteers Coordination of Hu-
seven flood-affected from Charsadda have manitarian Affairs (UN
districts in Punjab, joined Rescue 1122°s  OCHA) District Coor-
Gilgit-Baltistan, and efforts in Buner, pro- dinators in Swat and
y e r viding crucial help at Buner are helping to

carly recovery

efforts. These in-
clude the provision of
dry food rations, search
and rescue operations,
mobile medical camps,
rehabilitation of drink-
ing water systems, res-
toration of irrigation
channels, and support
for livelihoods and ag-
riculture.

British High Com-
missioner said
“Through UK-funded
programmes, vital as-
sistance is reaching

meeting with
[Jafar Khan Mandokhail.

Zelensky says Russia trying to 'wriggle
out' of peace talks

geous... They don't
want to end this war,"
the Ukrainian leader
said during an evening
address.

"They continue
their massive attacks
on Ukraine and their
ferocious  assaults
along the front line," he
said. Zelensky has sig-
nalled willingness to
meet with Putin, but
only after his allies
agree on security guar-
antees for Ukraine to
deter future Russian
attacks once the fight-
ing stops. He has also
said any meeting
should take place in a
"neutral" European
country -- ruling out a
summit in Moscow --
and rejected the idea
of China helping to
guarantee Ukrainian

MOSCOW (INP):
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky
accused Moscow of
shirking a meeting be-
tween him and Rus-
sian  counterpart
Vladimir Putin, despite
US-led attempts to ar-
range a summit to end
the war. US President
Donald Trump is try-
ing to end Russia's
three-and-a-half year
invasion of Ukraine by
bringing both Zelensky
and Putin to the nego-
tiating table.

But despite high-
profile talks with Putin
in Alaska last week
and separate meetings
with Zelensky and
European leaders in
‘Washington on Mon-
day, there has been
little tangible progress

ible with Moscow's
demands. Trump has
set a two-week time
frame for assessing
the chances of a
peace agreement, tell-
ing the right-wing me-
dia outlet Newsmax
that  Washington
would "have to maybe
take a different tack"
if the talks fell
through.

Zelensky also
warned that both Mos-
cow and Kyiv were
preparing for further
fighting. Russia was
building up troops on
the southern front line,
and Ukraine was test-
launching a new long-
range cruise missile,
he said. His comments
came after Russia
launched hundreds of
drones and missiles

also targeted an Ameri-
can-owned factory
complex in the town of
Mukachevo in western
Ukraine, wounding 23
people, the head of the
regional military admin-
istration said.

The president of|
the American Cham-
ber of Commerce in
Ukraine, Andy Hunder,
said that Moscow
aimed to "destroy and
humiliate" US busi
nesses in the country.
Zelensky called the at-
tack "a deliberate strike
specifically on Ameri-
can-owned property".

A later shelling of
the city of Kherson
killed one person and
wounded more than a
dozen, a local official
said. And in the Rus-
sian-occupied part of

towards a peace deal. security. against Ukraine over- Ukraine's Donetsk re-
Zelensky said Russia Russia, mean- night -- the biggest gion, two people were
was "trying to wriggle while, said that barragesince mid-July killed and at least 21

wounded after Ukrai-
nian shelling, the Rus-
sian-installed regional
chief, Denis Pushilin,
said.

out of holding a
meeting"."Frankly
speaking, the signals
coming from Russia
are simply outra-

Ukraine did not appear
to be interested in
"long-term" peace, ac-
cusing Kyiv of seeking
guarantees incompat-

-- killing one person in
the western city of
Lviv and wounding
many others.

Russian missiles

affected
by flooding and
landslides. Work-
ing closely with national
and provincial authori-

. a time when many coordinate the work of
UK High Com- peopleremainmissing humanitarian

missioner in Pakistan or trapped under de- organisations on the

Jane Marriot said that bris. ground, ensuring aid is

the UK’s support is Mobile medical delivered effectively

enabling a wide range ties and partners, the camps are being set and efficiently.

of emergency and UK remains commit- up in areas where

ATC discharges

China-Pakistan youth volunteers launch

15 PTI . . o . e
workers in Oct 5 Relief Mission for flood victims
protest case ISLAMABAD (INP): Heart Sphere Charity the injured and sick.

Foundation, Federa-
tion of Wenzhou
Blazing Youth and
Asia Academy of
Philanthropy, has
formed the “Relief
Efforts for the Floods
in Pakistan: Asian
Volunteers in Action.”

From August 19,
these volunteers are
working tirelessly in
Swat and Buner dis-
tricts to provide es-
sential support to the
affected communi-

In a powerful demon-
stration of solidarity,
Chinese and Pakistani
youth volunteers have
joined forces to provide
critical aid to commu-
nities devastated by the
recent catastrophic
floods in Pakistan’s
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

Temporary medi-
cal camps are also be-
ing set up, each ca-
pable of serving 300
patients daily for three
days, while health
awareness sessions
and distribution of pre-
ventive medicines are
also being conducted to
control potential dis-
ease outbreaks.

The relief mission
was widely welcomed
by local communities
and officials, who

LAHORE (INP): An
anti-terrorism court
(ATC) on Thursday dis-
charged 15 Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
workers in a case related
to the October 5 protest
and alleged violence
against police.

The workers were
produced before ATC
Judge Manzer Ali Gill on
completion of a three-

ay physical remand.
The police did not seek
further custody and i
stead requested a judi-

initiative
comes in response to
relentless monsoon
rains that have battered
the country since late

cial remand. However, | June, causing wide- ties. praised the umcly and
the defence counsel ar- | spread destruction, par- Relief operations well-organized re-
gued that the accused | ticularly in low-lying include multiple es- sponse.

were not involvedin the | and rural arcas. sential components to “In the coming

case and they were ar-
rested from a birthday
party. The counsel
pleaded with the court
to discharge his clients.

After hearing argu-
ments, the court ordered
that all 15 accused be
discharged from the
case. Those discharged
mclude Dildar Ali,

address immediate
humamlanan needs.
ve set
up food distribution
points, providing
cooked meals to ap-
proximately 1,500
people daily, a pro-
gram scheduled to
continue for two

Provincial authori-
ties reported on August
17 that floods had
claimed at least 323
lives in  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province
alone, with more than
150 people still missing.
The national death toll
from rain-related inci-

stages of our relief
work, we will establish
los ion with
local meteorological
departments and rel-
evant authorities in Pa-
kistan,”

stated Ma Bin, the
head of volunteer coor-
dinators. “This part-

SK Hydro distributes education assistance
to local students

Manschra congratulated - cording to company fig-
the hydropower station ures. Officials said the
on nearing its first anni- project is helping to pro-
versary of commercial vide clean energy to the
operations and acknowl- national grid while sup-
edged its role in contrib-  porting local communi-

ISLAMABAD  (INP):

vestment from China En-
ergy Overseas Inves
ment Co., Ltd. and is part
of the China-Pakistan
Economic  Corridor
(CPEC) framework.

SK Hydro Limited held
its 2024-2025 “Dreams
Becoming Reality” edu-
cation assistance cer-
emonyat the Suki Kinari

d Zacem

Leghari, Zain Khan,
Usman Akbar, Ghulam
Qadir, Ali Hassan, Samar
Igbal, Tayyab Ahmed,
Usman Pal,
rsalan,
Muhammad Owais,

weeks.

Medical assis-
tance is being deliv-
ered through mobile
teams _with essential

basic
medical equipment to

dents rose to 657, un-
derscoring the severity
of the ongoing natural
isaster.

The Chma I’ak
Youth Exch
munity, in wllabomuon

nership will enable us
to access real-time
wealher data and fore-
. providing crucial
mformauon for deci-

king in our on-
going rescue opera-

Hydropower Station
where 29 local students
received support for
their  studies in

uting to local develop- ties through education
ment. and development pro-

He also reaffirmed grams. Following the
the government’s com- ceremony, the DC of

£
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and vocational training.
The event was at-
tended by the Deputy
Commissioner (DC) of
Mansehra, representa-
tives of the local mi tary,
and senior company of
ficials, according to
Gwadar Pro. The initia
tive, launched in Sep-
tember 2024, aims to pro-

mitment to ensuring a Manschra and his del-
safe and stable environ- egation toured the pow-
ment for the project. erhouse and switching
Community infra- station to review opera-
structure _projects con-  tional performance.
nected with SK Hydro, He praised the
including a viewing plat- project for maintaining
form and a government ~ safe and efficient power
service center in the generation under chal-
Khan area, are also un- lenging conditions and
der development. highlighted the effective
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Death toll in Karachi firecrackers
blast rises to five

heavy smoke drifting towards
the Lines Area.
Th d

KARACHI (INP): The death
toll in the powerful explosion,
which occurred in a firecrack-
ers factory in Karachi on
Thursday, rose to five as on
Friday as rescue personnel re-
covered another dead body
from under the debris of Amna
Building.

Another 35 people includ-
ing the owner of the factory
were injured in the blast at the
firecrackers godown. Rescue
personnel shifted the dead to
Trauma Center of Civil Hospi-
tal in Karachi. The dead per-
son was later identified as
Shehzad Ali, aged 40.

Later, the police filed a first

information report (FIR)
against the owners of the
godown Moh d Hanifand

Tus-tv

build-

Mohammad Ayub, on behalfof
the government. Police said
that Mohammad Hanif is un-
der treatment in the hospital,
and Mohammad Ayub escaped
from the scene.

On Thursday, a powerful
blast ripped through the fire-
crackers warchouse on MA
Jinnah Road, leading to a mas-
sive blaze and intermittent ex-
plosions in the area. The sheer
intensity of the blast also dam-
aged nearby vehicles and shat-
tered windows of surrounding
buildings, filling the area with

P
ing housed medical equipment
shops in addition to the fire-
crackers warehouse. Authori-
ties said flammable items, in-
cluding oxygen cylinders, were
being urgently removed to
avert a larger catastrophe.
Police surgeon Dr
Summaiya Syed Tariq said that
the number of injured persons
reached 35. She added that 20
wounded persons were
brought to Jinnah Hospital and
15 others were taken to Civil
Hospital, while four of them
were in critical condition.

; - .
ISLAMABAD: UAE ambassador to Pakistan Hamad Obaid Ibrahim Salem Al-Zaabi called on Deputy|
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Senator Ishaq Dar.

ADB approves largest foreign direct
investment in Pakistan’s history

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Asian Development Bank
(ADB) has approved a $410
million financing package for
the Reko Diq copper-gold

mine in Pakistan. The
project will help meet rising
global demand for critical min-
crals and unlock transforma-
tive economic

development and poverty
reduction in the nation.

"Reko Diq will help the
critical minerals supply chain,
while advancing the clean en-
ergy transition and driving digi-
tal innovation across the region
and beyond," said ADB Presi-
dent Masato Kanda. "ADB's
supportis also a game-changer
for Pakistan, creating quality
jobs and underpinning the
nation’s transition toward a
more resilient and diversified
economy."

ADB is one of several
agencies funding the first phase
of Reko Dig, with an innova-
tive financing package that will
help unlock greater private
capital by derisking this invest-
ment.

ADB’s contribution con-
sists of up to $300 million in
senior loans to the Reko Digq
Mining Company Private Lim-
ited (RDMC), which owns the

mine, anda $110 million partial
credit guarantee to cover the
equity component of the Gov-
ernment of Balochistan. Fi-
nancing for the project will be
the largest foreign direct in-
vestment in Pakistan’s history.

When fully complete,
Reko Diq is expected to be the
world’s fifth largest copper
mine. In the first phase, the
mine will produce on average
800,000 tons of copper con-
centrate per annum and play a
key role in addressing the pro-
jected global copper shortfall.
Copper, a critical mineral for
energy transition and digital
transformation, is essential to
the global production of renew-
able energy technologies, elec-
tric  vehicles, batteries,
smartphones, and data centres.

Located in the Chagai dis-
trict of Balochistan
Pakistan’s least developed
province — the Reko Diq cop-
per-gold mine is expected to
have asignificant impact on the
economy.

It will create thousands of
jobs, stimulate regional eco-
nomic growth, and support so-
cial development programmes
in healthcare and education,
including targeted initiatives for
communities,  especially

women.

RDMC is a joint venture
designed to ensure cquitable
benefit-sharing. Barrick Min-
ing Corporation, which will
build and operate the mine,
owns 50% of RDMC; the Gov-
ernment of Balochistan
(through Balochistan Mineral
Reserve Limited) owns 25%;
and three federal state-owned
enterprises together own 25%.

‘Work at the site, which in-
volves building and operating
the open pit mine and process-
ing plant, began this year. The
mine is being developed with
robust environmental, social,
and governance standards. It
will start producing copper con-
centrate in late 2028 and is
expected to operate for at least
37 years.

Reko Digq is the first min-
ing project supported by ADB
under its new Critical Miner-
als-to-Manufacturing Value
Chains approach, designed to
help Asia and the Pacific capi-
talize on rising demand for
materials essential to clean
energy and digital technologies.
All projects will be subject to
ADB’s strict environmental
and social requirements, due
diligence and rigorous impact
assessments.

PTI doesn't believe
in dialogue,
democracy: Rana
Sanaullah
FAISALABAD (INP): _Advisor
to Prime Minister Rana Sanaullah
said that Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI), always created hurdles in
dialogue process. PTI didn’t be-
lieve in dialogue and democracy,
he said. The Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) leader-
ship and Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif had offered talks to Paki-
stan Tehreek-¢-Insaf (PTI) lead-
ers but they refused to sit to-
gether on many occasions, he
stated. Dialogue is the only way
in the democratic system to re-
solve the political issues, he said.

Commentingon the court ver-
dict regarding PTI founder case,
he said interim-relief doesn’t mean
that all the cases are over or abol-
ished. There are still cases includ-
ing 190 million pound case against

the PTI leader with strong evi-
dence, he added.

QUETTA:

Sindh approves recruitment
of 2,000 ASIs in police in-
vestigation wing

KARACHI(INI 'he Sindh gov-
emnment has decided to recruit
2,000 Assistant Sub-Inspectors
(ASIs) in police investigation
wing.

The move is aimed at improv-
ing the province’s law enforce-
‘ment and justice system.

The decision was made dur-
ing a high-level meeting chaired
by Sindh Chief Secretary Asif
Hyder Shah, which was attended
by IG Sindh, the Additional Chief
Secretary for Home, the Secretary
Services, and other senior offi-
cials. Chief Secretary Asif Hyder
Shah asserted that enhancing the
investigation system within the
police will boost public trust, add-
ing: “This is a key step toward
improving the inve ugmve capa-
bilities of the police force.”

He further stated that an effi-
cient investigation system can

lead to swift justice for citizens
and a significant reduction in
crime. The Sindh chief secretary
also directed that any obstacles
in the recruitment process of AST
Investigation officers be promptly
addressed. Speaking at the meet-
ing, IG Sindh said that the recruit-
ment will lead to higher quality in-
ve;ugatmns adding:

Improved inv
will ensure timely justice and
stronger action against criminal
elements.”

Earlier, the Counter Terrorism
Department (CTD) Sindh com-
piled a new edition of its “Grey
Book,” featuring profiles of 81
highly wanted suspects.

According to authorities,
Grey Book 2 includes details of
individuals wanted in cases of
‘murder, attempted murder, and id-
napping for ransom.

rovincial Ministers Bakht Muhammad Kakar, Mir Liaquat Lehri and PPP leader Kiran|
[Baloch are meeting with Provincial Minister Mir Sadiq Umrani.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting to review|
relief operations during the torrential rains and floods.

Sindh Governor approves Provincial Vehicles
Amendment Bill 2025

KARACHI (INP): Sindh Gover-
nor Kamran Tessori has approved
the Provincial Motor Vehicles
Amendment Bill 2025 under Ar-
ticle 116, making it effective im-
mediately.

According to Sindh Gover-
nor Kamran Tessori, the Provin-
cial Motor Vehicles Amendment
Bill 2025 has been introduced to
enhance public safety across the
province.

The Provincial Motor Ve-
hicles Amendment Bill 2025 in-
cludes strict legal action for vio-
lations of the Motor Vehicles Act.

Additional conditions have
been imposed for issuing heavy
vehicle driving licences. A pre-li-
cence training course has been
made mandaory for obtaining
both Light Transport Vehicle
(LTV) and Heavy Transport Ve-

hicle (HTV) licences.

The Provincial Motor Ve-
hicles Amendment Bill 2025 also
introduces a demerit points sys-
tem for drivers, aimed at improv-
ing road safety and compliance.

According to report pub-
lished earlier, at least 546 people
lost their lives in traffic accidents
across Karachi during the first
seven months of this year.

scue data further revealed
that 8,136 citizens sustained in-
juries in various traffic accidents
during the same period. Heavy
vehicles were involved in acci-
dents that claimed the lives of 165
people. The fatalities include 425
men, 51 women, 51 boys, and 19
girls. Among heavy vehicles,
trailers caused the highest num-
ber of fatalities, killing 62 people.
Water tankers were responsible

for 37 deaths, dumpers for 32, and
buses for 20 fatalities, according
to the statistics.

Authorities have urged
stricter enforcement of traffic rules
and improved road safety mea-
sures to curb the rising number of
deadly accidents in the city.

Atleast seven dumpers were
set ablaze by enraged residents
following the deaths of a brother
and sister in a high-speed, heavy
traffic accident on Rashid Minhas
Road in Karachi.

A speeding dumper ran over
a motorcycle on Rashid Minhas
Road in the Federal B Area, killing
a 22-year-old woman, Mahnoor,
and her 14-year-old brother,
Ahmed Raza, while leaving their
father critically injured. Following
the incident, angry residents set
fire to seven dumpers in the area.

Deforestation worsening Pakistan’s floods,

ISLAMABAD (INP): The recent
monsoon floods, which have
claimed more than 300 lives across
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Gilgit-
Baltistan, and Azad Kashmir, have
once again underscored
Pakistan’s severe vulnerability to
climate change. Experts warn that
rampant deforestation is amplify-
ing the destruction caused by
heavy rains and flash floods.

“The trees that once held the
mountains together are gone. Ev-
ery year the floods get worse,”
said Shazia Bibi, a farmer from
Azad Kashmir whose fields were
washed away this season.

cial figures confirm the
trend. Pakistan’s forest cover has
fallen from 3.78 million hectares in
1992 to just 3.09 million hectares
in 2025, leaving only five percent
of total land under forests, the
lowest in South Asia.

In Azad Kashmir, forest cover
dropped from 46 percent in 2000
to 39 percent in 2020, a decline
directly linked to worsening
floods and landslides.

“Deforestation is dismantling
Pakistan’s first line of defense
against floods,” said Dr. Pervaiz

mir, a senior environmental
economist. “The cost in human
lives and economic damage is far
greater than any short-term gains

IDHAKA: Federal Minister for Ce

experts cite lessons from China

from logging or land use.”

y contrast, China has
emerged as a global leader in af-
forestation and flood manage-
ment. Since 2012, it has planted
over 66 million hectares of trees,
raising forest coverage above 23
percent and contributing nearly
one-quarter of the world’s new
forests.

tion on floodplains, terracing and
check dams in hilly regions to slow
water flow, and ‘eco-agriculture
practices to protect soil cover. Ad-
vanced early warning systems and
community-level disaster drills fur-
ther enhanced resilience.
Analysts argue that Pakistan
could adopt similar measures by
et

Prof
sor Ma Jun described the efforl

as “strategic,
security, water security, and di-
saster resilience.”China’s re-
sponse to its 1998 floods offers a
model for Pakistan. Following
that disaster, Beijing launched
massive reforestation and water-
shed management programs, re-
slored wetlands, and invested in
“sponge cities™ —urban centers
designed to absorb rainfall and
reduce runoff. These measures
cut flood peaks by up to 30
percent.Recently, Lhasa in south-
west China's Xizang has com-
pleted afforestation of nearly
72,000 hectares and planted over
120 million seedlings in 4 years,
with soil erosion in the afforesta-
tion areas reducing by 60% ac-
cording to the latest data.
Experts note that Chinese
strategy extended well beyond
tree planting. It included strict
river zoning to prevent construc-

Kamal Khan

terriver management, Zonmg laws
to restrict cons in flood-
prone areas, and the development
of urban water-absorption infra-
structure. Additional priorities in-
clude restoring wetlands and lakes
degraded by unchecked urbaniza-
tion, improving drainage systems,
and investing in rainwater har-
vesting. Policy experts also stress
the importance of governance re-
forms. They recommend strict
bans and penalties against tree
cutting, curbing illegal logging,
ensuring transparent use of cli-
mate finance, and providing alter-
native livelihoods to communities
dependent on forests. At the
grassroots level, community-
driven initiatives are showing
promise. In Azad Kashmir, a
schoolteacher, Usman, has pio-
neered rainwater harvesting to re-
vive dried aquifers and springs, a
one-man movement now sup-
ported by hundreds of volunteers.

a souvenir to
Adviser for Food Ali Imam Majumdar, during their meeting on food security cooperation. I

Asad describes Aleema’s son kidnapping as
‘Andher nagri, Chopat Raj’

SWAT (INP):  Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) central
leader Asad Qaiser and the
party’s spokesperson have
strongly condemned

the alleged kidnapping of
Shah Reez Khan, son of
Aleema Khan, sister of PTI
founder Imran Khan, from her
residence in Lahore. The

incident, reportedly carried
out by armed men in plain
clothes, has sparked outrage
and accusations of state-spon-
sored oppression.

Asad Qaiser, in a state-
ment posted on X, described
the incident as a continuation
of the ‘Andher nagri, Chopat
Raj’ means ‘A confused ruler,
a chaotic state’ in Pakistan,
asserting that the attack on
Aleema Khan’s home and the
abduction of her son are

"highly

Lundcmnablc acts." He
emphasized that such incidents
highlight the insecurity of citi-
zens’ lives, property, and
honor, raising

questions about the re-
sponsibilities of state institu-
tions. Qaiser demanded that
those responsible be exposed
and brought to justice to deter
future illegal acts.

The PTI spokesperson, in
a statement issued on PTI-X,
alleged that Shah Reez Khan
was forcibly taken from his
bedroom after the assailants
broke into Aleema Khan’s
house. The statement further
claimed that employees at the
residence were subjected to
brutal torture during the inci-
dent. The party accused the
government, specifically point-

ing to Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz and her ad-
ministration, of orchestrating
the kidnapping.

Meanwhile, Aleema Khan,
speaking to the media, ex-
pressed frustration with the
Islamabad High Court for not
granting her bail and raised con-
cerns about the judicial process.
She questioned the credibility of
witnesses and criticized the
court’s handling of the Al-Qadir
Trust case involving Imran
Khan and his wife, Bushra Bibi,
noting that no hearing date had
been provided despite appeals
from PTI parliamentarians to
the Chief Justice. The PTD’s
statements reflect growing con-
cerns over political persecution,
with the party calling for ac-
countability and justice in re-
sponse to the incident.




