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Achakzai as NA
leader is a ‘back-up’
plan: PTI
Dar’s Historic Dhaka Visit
Opens New Chapter in
Pakistan—Bangladesh Relations

Monitoring Desk:
DHAKA/ISLAMABAD:

Pakistan’s Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign
Minister, Ishaq Dar, held
alandmark meeting with
Bangladesh’s Chief Ad-
viser,

Editor: Asim Khan.
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ABC Certified

Professor
Muhammad Yunus, on
Sunday during his two-

ay
official visit to
Dhaka — the first by a
Pakistani foreign minis- [/
ter in more than a de- .
: 2

cade,
The Foreign Office
described the trip as a
“milestone step forward™
in strengthening rela-

tions between Islamabad
and Dhaka,

whichhaveseenre-  Earlier, Dar met  kistan and Bangladesh Renewed Bilateral
newed warmth following Bangladesh’s Foreign Sangbad Sangstha to

Touhid media col- Moment

last year’s political tran-  Adviser

sition in Bangladesh. Hossain, where the two laboration. The visa-free entry
The change of gov- sides held delegation- MoU between think  for official passport
ernment in August 2024  level talks and oversaw tanks — the Institute of holders had already been
paved the way for im- the signing of six agree- Strategic  Studies agreed in principle dur-
proved bilateral ties, ments across diverse Islamabad (ISSI) ing Interior Minister
with notable sectors. and Bangladesh In-  Mohsin Nagvi’s visit to

Dhaka last month.
Sunday’s agreements
further cement the inten-
tion of both countries to
open new avenues for
collaboration. Observers
note that Dar’s Dhaka
visit marks a significant

stitute of International
and Strategic Studies

ISS).
ACultural Exchange
Programme to promote
people-to-people ties.
According to the
Foreign Office, these

Visa abolition for
diplomatic and official
passport holders of both
countries.

Formation ofa Joint
Working Group on
Trade to promote eco-
nomic partnership.

progress in trade, diplo-
macy, and regional en-
gagement.

During his discus-
sions with Yunus, Dar
highlighted recent re-
gional developments
and emphasized the

B

need for deeper coopera- MoU between For- ~agreements will “institu- turning point in Paki-
tion across South Asia. eign Service academies ~tionalize cooperation stan-Bangladesh rela-
Six Agreements ©f Pakistan and andprovidea framework ~tions, aying the founda-
N Bangladesh to enhance for long-term partner-  tion forstronger political,
Signed to Boost  diplomatic training. ship in trade, economy, economic, and cultural
i MoU between the media, academia, and engagement in the years
Cooperation o ed bross of P culiurc.” ead >

Achakzai as NA leader is a
‘back-up’ plan: PTI

NEWS DESK: Amid con-
troversy surrounding
the nomination of
Mahmood  Khan

" parliament.
The party plans to
avail all legal options to
reverse the disqualifica-
tion of National Assem-
bly Oppo-s-ition Leader
Omar Ayub and Senate
opposition leader Shibli
Faraz, who were disquali-
fied by the Election Com-
mission of Pakis-tan in
light of the May 9 sen-
tences. Against this
backdrop, the PTI chief’
carlier this week named
r Achakzai, who also
heads the PTl-led oppo-
sition alliance Tehreek
Tahafuz Ayeen-i-Paki-
stan, and Senator Swati
for these coveted roles.
The decision, however,
upset many in the party,
and a debate ensued
over why an outsider
was picked to lead the
PTI-dominated opposi-

Achakzai — the head of
the Pashtunkhwa Milli
Awami Party — and

Senator Azam Swati as
opposition leaders, PTI
insiders have said these
appointments will only
proceed if former leaders
Omar Ayub and Shibli
Far: inbarred fro
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Field Marshal Asim Munir Visits
Turbat to Review Security,
Development and Civil-Military
Coordination in Balochistan

Balochistan’s Climate Fund — A
Lifeline Against Growing Disasters

Syed Ali Shah ture, displaces communi- The Battle Cannot
Analysi: ties, and deepens pov-

climate resilience, all
other reforms risk being

__ Anayes Be Fought Alone  washedawayby the next
Balochistan has taken a Stop However, climate flood or crippled by the
historic and timely step . change is not a battle next drought.
by establishing its first-  Deforestation that Balochistan can  Balochistan has

ever The Climate Fund, if ﬁgn alone. Partnerships

transpar- allies,
entlyand effectively, has such as the United King-
the potential to become dom, are essential n

shown leadership by
creating this Climate
Fund. The next step is to
ensure that it does not

Climate Fund, a
move that signals the
province’s recognition of

the existential threat  Jifeline for millions. It - bringingtechnical exper- become another
posed by global warm-  can provide the financial  tise, innovative solu- underutilized policy ini-
ing and climate change. pase for disaster pre- tions, and funding sup- tiative. Effective moni-
In his recent meeting  paredness, carlywarning port. Traininglocalinsti- toring, independent

with British High Com-
missioner Jane Marriott,
Chief Minister Mir

systems, reforestation,
water management, and
community resilience

tutions, particularly in
areas like disaster man-
agement and environ-

oversight, and commu-
nity involvement will be
key to making it a suc-

Sarfraz Bugti rightly un- - projects. Equallyimpor- mental governance, cess. In the face of glo-
derscored the urgency gant it can build trust should bea top priority, ~bal warming, every delay
of mobilizing resources - petween the government The provincial carries a cost in human

to safeguard communi-
ties from natural calami-
ties that are growing in
frequency and intensity.
Floods In

Bunair
The tragic flash
ﬂoode in the Bunair area
Khyber
Pukhtoonkhwa thls
month, which claimed
precious human lives,
are a grim reminder of
Pakistan’s extreme vul-
nerability:
The province sits
on a fragile ecological
and seismic zone —
prone not only to floods
but also to recurring
droughts, earthquakes,
and the looming threat of
desertification. Each di-
saster further strains an

lives and economic sta-
bility. The Chief Minis-
ter must now take all
possible steps to trans-
late the promise of the
Climate Fund into tan-
gible protections for the
people of Balochistan.

and people by showing
that saved resources —
like the Rs. 14 billion cur-
tailed from non-develop-
mental expenditures —
are being invested in
protecting lives and live-
lihoods.

government’s commit-
‘ment to reforms in gov-
ernance, education, and
healthcare is commend-
able, but the climate
emergency must remain
at the center of its devel-
opment agenda. Without

tion.

’WS DESK:
RAWALPINDI Fleld
Marshal Syed Asim
Munir, NI(M), HJ, Chief
of Army Staff, visited
Turbat, Balochistan.

The visit aimed to
review the prevailing se-
curity situation,

assess develop-
ment initiatives, and re-
inforce coordination be-
tween military and civil
institutions for the sta-
bility and prosperity of
Balochistan. Chief Min-
ls(er Mir Sarfaraz Bugti

Chief Secretary
leochis(an along with
other officials were also
present at the occasion.

COAS was given a

r B A
Field Marshal Asim Munir Visits Turbat to
Review Security, Development and
Civil-Military Coordination in Balochistan

already fragile infrastruc-

socio-economic devel-

opment.

Field Marshal Syed
Asim Munir reiterated
the Pakistan Army’s re-
solve to stand shoulder
to shoulder with the
peaple of Balochistan in
their pursuit of peace,
prosperity, and sustain-
able development.

During his interac-
tion with troops, the
COAS appreciated their
high morale, operational
readiness, and unflinch-
ing commitment to safe-
guarding national sover-
cignty.

He commended
their role in ensuring

brief on
the security dynamics
including threat per-
spective and successful
operations against Fitna
al Hindustan, ongoing
development projects,

| c=ne mzamme

ment of Balochistan

Home Department | Go

and efforts to_enhance he highlighted the need military efforts in ad-  peace and stabilityin the

condi-  for good governance, in- ~dressing the challenges  region under challenging
tions in southern frastructure develop- faced by the people of circumstances. Upon fis
Balochistan. ment, and the impor- Balochistan and reaf-

tance of inclusive,
people-centric progress.
He emphasized the sig-

During interaction
with CM Balochistan
and representatives of
the civil administration

firmed unwavering sup-
port for all initiatives
aimed at improving the
Southern Balochistan’s

" Eield Marshal Syed
Asim Munir was re-
ceived by Corps Com-
mander Balochistan.

nificance of joint civil-
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Reko Diq Copper-Gold Project: A
Chance to Empower Local Talent

Editorial:

The Reko Diq copper
and gold project in
Balochistan is more
than just amining ven-
ture—it is a national
opportunity to em-
power local communi-
ties, boost Pakistan’s
economy, and ensure
long-term regional de-
velopment.

Company officials
recently briefed the
media in Quetta and
shared that production
at Reko Diq is ex-
pected to begin by
2028. In the lead-up to
this, around 7,500—
8,000 temporary jobs
will be created during

project.

program.

the construction phase, the project.
while 4,500 permanent This
positions will be main-

tained once the mine
becomes operational.
In total, over 25,000
indirect job opportuni-
ties are expected to

arise through supply
chains, vendors, and
local contractors.
While these num-
bers are promising, the
true success of Reko
Diq depends on how
deeply local talent is
integrated into the

Officials high-
lighted a positive initia-
tive—Balochistan-
based engineers re-
cently received inter-
national mining train-
ing through Barrick
Gold’s development

These trained pro-
fessionals have now
returned to serve in

must be expanded.
There is a vast pool of
youth in Reko Diq,
Chagai, and surround-
ing districts with poten-
tial. With the right

technical education
and training—both lo-
cally and abroad—this
local workforce can be
transformed into lhe
backbone
Pakistan’s mmera]
economy.

The government
and company must
jointly ensure that in-
vestment in education,
healthcare, and con-
nectivity becomes part
of the project’s long-
term goals.

Trammg centers,
scholarships, and tech-
nical institutes should
be prioritized in
Balochistan.

Reko Diq is a na-
tional asset, but its real
value will only be real-
ized when the people
of Balochistan are
treated as equal stake-
holders—not just as
workers, but as part-
ners in progress.

initiative

By Dr Muhammad Ali Ehsan

Taliban: military movement
or a political force?

Taliban’s first conquest of Afghani-
stan came in 1996 when, as a military
‘movement, Taliban stormed Kabul, the
capital. The conquest resulted in the
first Taliban rule of Afghanistan which
lasted for almost 5 years from 1996-
2001. After the US military interven-
tion in Afghanistan in the wake of the
9/11 attacks, the Taliban were removed
from power. They had no political role
to play in i until their re-

as a militant resistance and insurgent
group with a religious ideology that
s created a repressive rcglmc it

s a point that the Taliban today
enjoy political power in Afghanistan,
and they have come to power after

Bracing for
impact
MONSOON  rains,
cloudbursts, landslides
and flash floods have
wreaked havoc in KP,
Azad Kashmir and Gilgit-
Baltistan. Since mid-Au-
gust, harsh weather con-
ditions have left hun-
dreds of people dead,
while uprooting thou-
sands from their homes.
Rescuers themselves
have faced losses, as
when a KP government
helicopter crashed dur-
ing rescue operations,
apparently due to bad
weather, killing all on
board. Properties, liveli-
hood assets, settlements
and infrastructure have

all been harmed.

‘The federal and pro-
vincial governments are
taking steps to deal with
the situation by an-
nouncing rehabilitation
and redevelopment
works. The call of the
hour is to prioritise ac-
tions according to what
people need most ur-
gently. Rescue, relief, re-
habilitation and redevel-
opment is the usual se-
quence followed. Addi-
tionally, if one goes by
the principles of disaster
management planning,
the repair of highways
and other corridors of
communication should
be a top priority. After
immediate measures for
controlling flash floods,
such as reinforcement of
embankments, are taken,
a comprehensive assess-
ment of the losses sus-
tained is essential.

apping  and
categorising the damage
are the first steps. Dur-
ing this stage, recon-

Multivariate Aspects of Climate Change in
Pakistan

Climate change
steams unbeatable chal-
lenges in the future. Ac-
cording to the World
Bank report, Pakistan
stands 6th in affectee of
climate change. The aw-
ful and deadly floods of
2010, and 2011, ex-
tremely dry weather in a
rainy area, and fluctua-
tion in actual climate pat-
tern is alarming and de-
spairing signs among all
the dwellers of the town.
Climate Change and
Agriculture in Pakistan
In addition, Paki-
stan is a semi-arid coun-
try. The focal and depen-
dent source of water is
from the snow-covered
Himalayan and the
Karakorum in the North-
ern Areas. Indus, Jhelum,

Chenab, Ravi, and the
Sutlej rivers flow through
this area. Within the wa-
ter calculus, the
country’s entire agricul-
ture is dependant on wa-
ter flow from the Indus
river.

Glacial flood out-
burst also poses a seri-
ous threat to the
country’s climate in the
Karakorum range.

The sole aim was
reaching and under-
standing the possible
nodes of surge-type gla-
ciers, which are charac-
terized by unsteady
movements and frequent
frontal advances of gla-
ciers. As result, it causes
natural hazards by ob-
structing river channels,
forming ice-dammed
lakes, which will ulti-

‘mately cause GLOFs and
pose threats down-
stream of the water. Af-
ter meaningful analysis,
it revealed that a surge
between 1998 and 2002
generated 6 GLOFs.
Dnmagee by Climate

of the Attabad Lake of
Hunza Valley in Gilgit-
Baltistan is the distinc-
tive event to justify the
future threats of climate
change in the center of
freshwater.

The lake flooding
displaced more than
6,000 people from up-
stream villages and inun-
dated over 19 kilometers
of the Karakorum High-
way. Recently, global
warming and subse-
quent climate change

have increased the con-
stant state of fear and
the risk of missive out-
burst flooding in the re-
spective mountainous
region. The comprehen-
sive field evidence, local
testimonies by the na-
tives, modern applica-
tions of remote sensing,
and cross-correlation
feature-tracking tech-
niques provides the im-
proved understanding
of glacier surges and ice-
dam formation disclosed
the scale future threat.
Glaciers in Pakistan:
also noted, historically,
in the Karakorum Range
39 glaciers are respon-
sible for ice-dam forma-
tion.

Syed Mansoor
Ahmed:

New provinces?

OF 1ate, there has

been a rash of seminars,
media discussions and
loaded commentaries on
the idea of increasing the
number of provinces in
Pakistan.

Some entities have
proposed converting the
existing 32 administra-
tive divisions into prov-
inces while another rec-
ommendation is to go
back to the original 12
administrative divisions
that existed in erstwhile
West Pakistan at the time
of independence.

The sweeping con-
clusion of these propos-
als is that practically all

our governance prob-
lems will be resolved
once we create more
provinces. Although dif-
ferent political parties
had been advocating for
the creation of new prov-
inces for various reasons
in the past, the current
proposals apparently
seek a greater number of
provinces to facilitate
the devolution of author-
ity and achieve adminis-
trative efficiency.

If the idea of these
proposals is to generate
a fresh national debate
to see if a consensus can
be developed on the
question, there should
be no quarrel with the

intention, but the debate
needs to be organic and
not stoked or moulded
by vested interests.

The consensus-
building process should
not be hurried; an impor-
tant but contentious
question like the creation

new provinces
should be debated and
scrutinised on the basis
offacts and figures, both
inside parliament and
outside.

Since the question
of carving out new prov-
inces from existing ones
is a highly emotive one,
there is a risk that the
debate could result in
outbursts. Itis, therefore,

o
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important that the de-
bate does not take place
in a vacuum and a care-
fully prepared docu-
ment, framing the key is-
sues, forms the basis of
the issue.

The timing of the
debate is questionable.
As we deal with the re-
surgence of terrorism, an
ailing economy, which is
Jjust about showing signs
of improvement and an
explosive geopolitical
situation, one wonders if
the creation of new prov-
inces should really be on
our agenda.

By

med
Bilal Mehboob:

engaging in a prolonged conflict
against the US-led coalition forces.

Not just as a de facto ruling authority,
but a movement that enjoys a good
degree of support from the people of
Ifthe US could treat the

turn to power in August 2021. It is in
this gap of almost 20 years that the
world treated the Taliban only as a
‘militant organisation and a rogue mili-
tary outfit that had no role to play in
Afghan politics

Did the world miss the opportu-
nity to engage with the Taliban?
Wouldn't the world be different if the
Taliban were politically engaged dur-
ing that period? Could such a world
assist in transition of the Taliban from
amilitary movement to a political force?

Ultimately, the US chose to di-
rectly engage with the Taliban move-
ment and created the

Taliban as a political force, engaging
itina political process that led to the
Doha Agreement in 2020, then it could
surely consider helping the Taliban in
transitioning from a militarised insur-
gency to a political governing body.
This will help the Taliban in reshaping
the internal dynamics and rebuilding
Afghanistan, and may positively in-
fluence all external stakeholders to
recalibrate their geopolitical calcula-
tions about the future of Afghanistan.

ship with the Taliban, featuring strate-
gic patronage and periods of engage-
Pakistan fa-

for the Taliban's return to power in
August 2021. The lost opportunity of
dealing with the Taliban for 20 years
‘may be considered a big mistake. Af-
ter being removed from power in 2001,
the Taliban were willing to surrender,
yet they were deprived of this oppor-
tunity and with it the opportunity to
become part of any political process
in Afghani:

The political consequence of this
mistake was that the movement re-
turned to power in 2021, with no po-
litical experience in the last 20 years

at they were left out of Afghan poli-
tics. Today, the Taliban are considered
a political force, but only a force that
the world is struggling to deal with, as
it is considered a repressive regime
that rules over 40 million Afghans in a
strategically vital area of Eurasia.

No wonder Russia has
recognised the Taliban government,
and China is engaged with both the
Taliban and Pakistan to work out a tri-
lateral engagement.

‘Taliban's re-conquest of Afghani-
stan came at a time when Iran and Pa-
Kistan, with whom it shares a long bor-
der, were experiencing turmoil at home.
Iran fought a short war of 12 days im-
posed by the US and its ally Israel.
Pakistan, on the other hand, faced mili-
tary aggression by India and fought a
short war of four days.

Pakistan also faced an upsurge in
terrorist attacks, deepening economic
troubles, rising inflation and growing
dependence on IMF loans. Yet, both
Pakistan and Iran enjoy a great degree
of influence in Afghan politics, and
playa vital role in pi

cilitated the Doha peace process as
its security, regional alliances and in-
ternal stability are all linked with a
stable Afghanistan, which only a le-
gitimate and credible political author-
ity in Afghanistan can create. Pakistan
is thus inclined to diplomatically sup-
port the Taliban's political ascendency.
Pakistan's great diplomatic challenge
is to convince the outside world to
stop lookingat the Taliban government
as a product of radical Islamist insur-
gency based on religious extremism,
tribal conservatism and external spon-
sorship, but as a political entity ca-
pable of good governance, statecraft
and diplomacy.

The Doha Agreement stands out
as a watershed moment of this recog-
nition and has laid the groundwork for
re-determining assumptions about the
political capacity of the Taliban and
treating them as a political force.

Pakistan's military establishment
has historically pursued the policy of
‘strategic depth' in Afghanistan. But
the time for such strategic preference
is over.

Today, Pakistan's policy adjust-
ments are more in line with supporting
the creation of a regional bloc headed
by China, in which Afghanistan i
likelyto playa crucial role. In the
of Pakistan, the pursuit of strategic
depth in Afghanistan can be inter-
preted through Prof Mearsheimer's
theory of offensive realism.

The theory helps in understand-
ing the security dilemma Pakistan
faces and how if attempts to enhance
its security by supporting the Taliban
regime in and how, in re-
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a landlocked Atghamswn to the out-
side world. Iran is also facing financial
pain as it bears the brunt of interna-
tional sanctions.

turn, it has increased the internal se-
curity issues of Pakistan due to the
resurgence of TTP,

The realist theoretical framework

Thus, both the big neighb: of
Afghanistan have problems of their
own. And if the big neighbours have
problems then it is a challenging
proposition for the Taliban to rebuild
its image to be recognised not as a
‘military movement but a political force.
Add to this the apprehension of both
Pakistan and Iran that Afghanistan
‘may export unrest, refugees and mili-
tancy across the borders, and this
‘makes matters of good governance by
the Taliban even more challenging.

The US leads the global consen-
sus on the diplomatic isolation of the
Taliban, which raises important ques-
tions on the role of external powers in
the recognition of the Taliban as a
political force. Russia and China lead
the external powers that are contribut-
ing to the erosion of this global con-
sensus.

When the world treats the Taliban

helps best to evolv-
ing nature of Pakistan's Taliban policy.

The current Taliban government
has assumed all state functions, and
unlike their tenure, lhcynuw face
the responsibility of state-building.
The major driver of Pakistan's current
relationship with the Taliban is the
latter's inaction against TTP.

Pakistan resorted to cross-border
airstrikes in April 2022 against the TTP
sanctuaries in Afghanistan, and
Pakistan's assertive posture is also
indicative in the form of enhanced
border control, border fortifications
and implementation of its policy of re-
turn of Afghan refugees.

To bring about a change in Af-
ghan state behaviour, Pakistan needs
regional support of not only China,
CARs and Iran but also Russia, the
first country to formally recognise the
Taliban government.

surveys are
carried out by IT tools
such as Geographical In-
formation Systems, Land
Information System and
other cartographical
aids. As earlier satellite
images can easily be ac-
cessed through soft-
ware, a ‘before” and ‘af-
ter” comparison can give
an accurate picture of the
disaster scenario. Under-
taking detailed analyses
of the damage and its
causes is necessary to
reconstruct the picture
and understand
locational faults. For in-
stance, engineers in
some parts of Swat say
that many tourist hotels
were located danger-
ously close to the river.

ByDrNoman
Ahmed:

Killer bridge,
public health
and public
When I was a medical
student, we formed a
'Health Education Soci-
ety' to share preventive
health strategies. One of
our earliest interventions
was that we printed a
small pamphlet on breast
cancer. It was a copy of a
US printed pamphlet and
had a geometric circle
with arrows marking the
direction for women to
palpate their breasts to
identify any tumors ear-
lier. Ishared a few printed
copies with some of my
female classmates and
some later got offended.

his was surprising
for me as our own medi-
cal books have much
more explicit pictures of
the human body but
probably it was not the
content but who shared
it. They thought that it
was inappropriate for a
male to give them these
pamphlets. We decided
not to distribute those
pamphlets anymore.
This was an important
lesson in public health
for me. No matter how
well intended you may
be, but you still need to
consult the stakeholders.
Istill have those undis-
tributed pamphlets lying
with me reminding me of
acostly mistake of think-
ing that "I know best for
the public". Recently in
Lahore, I came to know
about our barber's
young son who died in a
traffic accident on a
nearby flyover bridge
(college road/ PECCO
road). When I was talk-
ing to him, he told me
that his son's bike fell
from the bridge. I failed
tounderstand how a bike
could fall from the bridge.

ByDrRana
Jawad Asghar

A big test ahead

S0 pakrelatons in-
tially evolved within a
geo-economic frame-
work after the launch of
the Belt and Road Initia-
tive (BRI).

However, over time,
security considerations
have increasingly over-
shadowed economics,

relations have histori-
cally been strategic and
security-centric, but to-
day, they also face the
challenge of balancing
security with geo-eco-
nomic priorities.
Ultimately, the real
test lies with Pakistan’s
establishment
whether it chooses to

Nevertheless, these op-
tions will inevitably
come with conditions at-
tached.

Apparently, China’s
foremost concern re-
mains security. At the
same time, the US
emphasises the eco-
nomic dimension, fram-
ing its engagement as

leaving the
struggling between the
two domains. On the
other hand, Pakistan-US

prioritise
or maintain deeper, secu-
rity-centred strategic ties
with both global powers.

both an opportunity for
financial advantage and
a means to_clevate
Pakistan’s political pro-

file, particularly in the
context of the changing
politics of South and
West Asia. Pakistan’s
geography is undoubt-
edly a strategic asset,
complemented by its as-
piration to project itself
ata level comparable, if
not equal to, India’s mil
tary, strategic and politi-
cal'stature.

Muhammad
Amir Rana:

Tt happencd again. The

heavens opened, the
clouds burst upon the
house of cards that is
Karachi’s crumbling in-
frastructure, and itall fell
apart. For those unlucky
enough to have been far
from home on Aug 19, it
was a nightmare. The
lack of adequate warning
‘meant this applied to mil-
lions. The speed of the
extreme rain and the ab-
sence of any measures to
deal with it paralysed
roads, highways and
bridges within an hour of
its onset. Since the rain
did not relent (according
to some estimates, the
total recorded was
around 120mm on the ini-
tial day) the situation
only got worse — and
then deadly.
‘Commuters who got
ahead start in their jour-
ney home, faced terrify-
ing currents of water.
Many waiting in stalled

Big, bad rain

cars saw the water rising
around them. The rain
continued and traffic re-
mained jammed as
evening turned into
night. Many made anx-
ious calls to family and
friends to try to figure out
what to do. The situation
was particularly difficult
for women commuting
alone, who did not feel
comfortable abandoning
their cars and trying to
reach home safely on
foot. Yet as the torrents
enveloped them, this is
what they were forced to
do. Those stuck on
Sharea Faisal waded
through waist-deep wa-
ter to get to service roads
and buildings on the

de.

“This path was made
much more treacherous
by the fact that when it
starts to pour in Karachi,
many people uncover
manholes outside their
homes and offices to ‘fa-
cilitate’ drainage. Of

course, the problem is
that these uncovered
‘manholes represent the
greatest danger during
extreme rainfall, as
people wading through
the water to safety can
fall into them and not be
able to extricate them-
selves. Naturally, this
weighs on those trying
to decide whether to
abandon their cars and
attempt to reach higher
ground. Without doubt,
Karachi residents rose to
the occasion.

Peaple who stayed
in their offices faced
problems too. Most
thought they would
only have to wait a few
hours before the rain
stopped and could then
make their way home.
However, the rain contin-
ued, creating a separate
wave of panic later in the
evening when people
realised they would
likely be stuck for many
more hours, without

food or water. By this
time, much of the city
was without electricity,
which meant that many
stranded people could
not charge their phones
to stay in touch with
family members. The
worst situation befell
parents who had to pick
up children from after-
school activities because
they had no idea how
they would reach them.

Without doubt,
Karachiites rose to the
occasion in coming to
the aid of those who
were stranded. Within
hours, many aid connec-
tions were made through
WhatsApp or other so-
cial media platforms.
This, however, is not
what a city of 16 million
should have to resort to
when it comes to extreme
precipitation — epi-
sodes of which.

ByRafia
Zakaria:

Famine in killing fields of Gaza

THE UN says there is a
famine in Gaza.

Yes, the killing fields
of Gaza are seeing an-
other weapon — starva-
tion — being deployed,
because the Israeli Occu-
pation Forces (IOF), un-
der orders from the
Netanyahu government,
are not content with kill-
ing 60,000 people — a
figure which its own da-
tabase says included, in
the first phase of the war,
83 per cent unarmed ci-
vilians. If the first phase
set a trend that contin-
ues, then some 50,000
innocent civilians have
been killed so far.

The blockade
clamped by IOF, also
known as IDF (Israeli
Defence Forces), has
triggered a famine. Mal-
nutrition and death stalk
the Strip as the UN says
that one in five hous
holds, some halfa million
Gaza Palestinians, are

facing an acute food and
nutrition deficit, and one
inthree children or more
are acutely malnour-
ished. Similarly, two per
10,000 people are dying
daily due to malnutrition
and disease. Soul-de-

stroying numbers, you'd
agree.
The web-based

+972 Magazine, run by
Isracli and Palestinian

journalists, has pub-

lished a story based on
the Israeli ministry of
intelligence’s database,
which says that of those
killed by Israel in the first
phase, only 17pc are
identified as Hamas mili-
tants or other combat-
ants. The rest were un-
armed civilians. This
when Israel was claiming
ahigh ‘kill ratio” of 50pc
to 60pc of militants. The
report also says of those
killed, 60pc were women
and children.

It seems that starva-

tion and killings are not
enough to achieve the
goal of total and expedi-
tious ethnic-cleansing of
Gaza. So, Nobel Peace
Prize aspirant US Presi-
dent Donald J. Trump
has greenlit Isracli Prime
Minister Benjamin

while continuing to sup-
ply the apartheid state
with advanced weap-
onry, vital parts and
other defence equip-
ment. There can be no
doubt that the apartheid
state enjoys unparalleled
lmpumtywklll ‘maimand

’s Gaza occu-
pation plan for which a
60,000-strong IOF force
has been assembled.
Reservists in multiples
of that number are being
recalled to duty. There
can be no doubt that the
apartheid state enjoys
unparalleled impunity to
kill, maim and forcefully
displace Palestinians.
This occupation
plan and the UN desig-
nation of the situation in
Gaza as a famine has
stirred the conscience of
lised and demo-
cratic’ Europe enough
for its leaders to quickly
issue perfunctory state-
ments of disapproval

Pales-
tinians not just in Gaza
but also in the West
Bank where settlers
backed by IOF person-
nel have been on the
rampage. The story of
the Palestinians in
Jerusalem is no different.

And this impunity
extends to American soil
t00. Just Google to see
how many Israeli
paedophiles have been
arrested by joint FBI Po-
lice and Homeland Secu-
ity taskforces and then
bailed out and allowed to
return home.

ByAbbas
Nasi
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NTgeria says killed over 35 jihadists
near Cameroon border

CAIRO (INP): Nigeria's (NAF) statement.

air force said it had killed hey had re-estab-
more than 35 jihadists in  lished communication
raids Saturday on mili- with the ground troops
tant fighters that had that had been threatened
gathered near the Nige- and they confirmed that
ria—Cameroon border the "situation around
following an attempted their location had been
attack on ground stabilised", the state-
troops. ment added.

The air strike was Both ISWAP and
the latest by the Nige- Boko Haram have re-
rian military, which is cently ramped up their
battling a resurgence of ~assaults on the military
attacks in the country's in northeast Nigeria

strated the force's com-
mitment to providing
close air support to
ground forces, "while
also disrupting terrorist
logistics and movement
corridors along the
north east border re-
gions".

The northeast re-
gion which neighbours
Cameroon, Chad and
Niger, has been the site
of frequent attacks from
the jihadist fighters of

State Department ap-
proved the sale of $346
million in weapons, in-
cluding bombs, rockets
and munitions, to Nige-
ria, subject to Congres-
sional approval.

The weapons would
“improve Nigeria's capa-
bility to meet current and
future threats through
operations against terror-
ist organizations", it sai

The army there is
battling not just the

embattled northeast. where they have also BokoHaramand ISWAP. jihadist militants in the
The region faces overrun military bases, Aclaim this week by northeast, but also armed

frequent attacks from killing soldiers and seiz- the ilitary  in "bandit" gangs in the

the jihadist fighters of ing weapons. neighbouring Niger that northwest.

Boko Haram and its ri- The strike had "in-  ithad killed Boko Haram In recent years, civil-

tensified efforts" to
dominate the battle field
and "deny terrorists free-
dom of action", said the
statement.

val splinter group, the leader in a targeted
irstrike in the Lake
Chad basin, was on Fri-
day dismissed by a
close aide to the head of

ians have been caught in
the crossfire and killed in
air strikes in Nigeria,
though the authorities
sometimes dispute hit-

rica Province (ISWAP).
"Acting on multiple
intelligence from several

sources, the Air Compo-  While Nigeria's 16 jihadist group. tingcivilians.
nent exceuted precision ~ year-old insurgency has ~ Theinsurgencyhas  The US  State
strikes in successive slowed since violence killed more than 40,000 Departments own annual

civilians and forced
more than two million
people to flee their
humca according to the

passes, engaging the
terrorists and
neutralising more than
35 fighters at four iden-
tified assembly areas,”
said a Nigerian Air Force

peaked around 2015, at-
tacks have picked up
since the beginning of
the year.

The airforce said the
latest operation demon-

rights report on Nigeria,
released the same week it
approved the weapons
sale, warned of air strikes
killing civilians and tor-

Last \veek the US ture of detainees.

&
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Antl-Terrorlsm Court (ATC) Aleema Khan

denounces govt pressure tactics

LAHORE (INP): The
Anti-Terrorism Court
(ATC)in Lahore has ap-
proved physical re-
‘mands for: ez Khan
and Shershah Khan,
nephews of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
founder Imran Khan, in
connection with the
May 9, 2023, riots.
Shahrez, arrested
on August 21, was sent
on an cight-day physi-
cal remand, while
younger brother
Shershah, detained the
following day, was re-
manded for five days.
The arrests, linked to
the violent protests that
erupted after Imran
Khan’s arrest, have
sparked controversy,
with PTlalleging politi-
cal victimization.
Aleema  Khan,
Imran Khan’s sister and
a close PTI associate,
condemned the arrests
as an attempt to intimi-
date her family and the

party. Speaking to the
media, she stated, “Ifthey
think that they will pres-
sure us by kidnapping
children, then it is their
mistake.

The only crime of
Shahrez and Shershah is
that they are Imran
Khan’s nephews. We will
not be pressured.” She
further claimed that her
elder son, Shahrez, was
taken from their Lahore
residence by armed men
in plainclothes, who as-
saulted staff and ha-
rassed her daughter-in-
law in front of her grand-
children. Shershah was
detained while returning
from a court hearing re-
lated to his brother’s
case. Aleema Khan also
addressed rumors of her
own impending arrest,
noting that warrants had
already been issued
against her. “If they ar-
restme, they will pressure
themselves. Cracks are
forming between them,”

she asserted, suggest-
ing internal discord

sought a 30-day remand
for Shahrez to recover
among the authorities. ~evidence, but ATC Judge
She vowed to continue  Manzar Ali Gul approved
deliveringImran Khan’s only  eight  days.
message, stating, “In  Shershah’s five-day re-
every FIR, it is written mand was granted on
that I bring Imran similar grounds.

Khan’s message. We PTI Secretary Gen-
will absolutely be his eral Salman Akram Raja,
voice.” who represented Shahrez

The arrests follow in court, argued that
the Supreme Court’s Shahrez was in Chitral,
decision on August 21 not Lahore, during the
to grant bail to Imran May 9 riots and had no
Khan in eight cases re- political involvement
lated to the May 9 riots, with PTI “This is a mes-
during which PTI sup’ sage to the nation that
porters vandalized m there is no law in this
tary installations, in- country,” Raja told re-
cluding the Jinnah porters, calling the ar-
House (Lahore Corps  rests a “well-thought-out
Commander’s resi- conspiracy” in response
dence). to Imran Khan’s recent
bail victories.

In contrast, Minister
of State for Interior Talal
Chaudhry defended the
arrests, stating, “You can
say the police arrested
them late, but you cannot
say their cases were fake.

Lahore police claim
Shahrez and Shershah
were involved in the
Jinnah House attack,
with Shahrez named in
supplementary state-
ments filed in Septem-
ber 2023. The police

Afghanistan bring in Ghazanfar to
strengthen spin department for Asia Cup

DUBAI (INP): Rashid (US$ 570,000 approx at
Khan will lead a strong- the time). He joins
looking Afghanistan Rashid, who had a poor
side at the upcoming IPL 2025 but was in stel-
men's T20 Asia Cup in lar form for Oval
the UAE, with ibles at the Hun-
Noor Ahmad, dred before cutting his
Mujeeb Ur Rahman, AM stint short for national
Ghazanfar and duty, and Nabi, who re-
Mohammad Nabi com- cently played the
pleting a formidable Shpageeza ~ Cricket
spin-bowling attack League (Afghanistan's
along with their captain. domestic T20 tourna-
Afghanistan, the ‘ment), which ended on
second-best side from July 31 with Nabi's team,
Asia at the last men's Mis Ainak Knights, los-
T20 World Cup behind ing in the final to Amo
champions India, have Sharks, who had among
not played asingle T201 the Asia Cup squad
since the start of Mohammad  Ishaq,
2025 and no interna- Ashraf, Azmatullah
tional cricket since the Omarzai and Fazalhaq
Champions Trophy in Faroogi in their ranks.
February. They have, in Noor, Chennai Su-
fact, played just three per Kings' star bowler at
20Is in the last 12 IPL 2025 and currently in
months, against Zimba- action for Manchester
bwe in Harare in Decem- Originals at the Hun-
ber 2024, in a series they dred, Mujeeb, who is
won 2-1. They will play part of Barbados Royals
a triangular T201 series at the CPL but not al-
in Sharjah against hosts ways a part of the start-
UAE and Pakistan from ing XI, round off
Friday ahead of the Asia Afghanistan's strongest
Cup. From the squad department. The fast-
that made the Zimbabwe bowling attack, mean-
tour, top-order dasher while, is headlined by
Hazratullah Zazai and Faroogi and Naveen-ul-

PML-N, PPP agree to contest upcoming
by-elections jointly

Speaker. saying that the two par-
Raja Pervez Ashraf ties will fully support
said that finalised their each other’s candidates
strategy for the by-elec-  in the upcoming by-elec-
tions on the seats that tions.
fell vacant after the dis- “Where the PML-N
fPakistan was the runner-up pre-
Tehreek-e-Insaf’s law-  viously, PPPwill not field
makers. “All matters re- a candidate, and PML-N
garding the b will not field a candidate
have been settled. We in areas where PPP pre-
will contest undera mu- viously finished sec-
tually agreed formula,” ond,” Hanif Abbasi ex-
he added. Railways Min- plamed
ister Hanif Abbasi ech-
ocd the same sentiments,

batting  allrounder
Zubaid Akbari have been
dropped, while left-arm
spinner Nangeyalia
Kharote has been moved
to the reserves. Coming
in are top-order batter
Ibrahim Zadran,
allrounder Sharafuddin
Ashraf and Ghazanfar,
the mystery spinner who
hasn't made his T20I de-
but in his short career so
far. Ghazanfar has so far
played 42 T20s since his
debut in the format in
April 2023. His ODI ca-
reer -now 11 matches old
- has been quite spec-
tacular, though. At just
19, he has two five-
wicket hauls already - the
6 for 26 against
Bangladesh in Sharjah in
November last year his
best - and has been do-
ing the rounds of the
franchise T20 circuit, in-
cluding at the IPL, the
CPL, and the ILT20. He
couldn't make his IPL de-
but earlier this year
though, as he picked up
a back injury late last
year on the tour of Zim-
babwe, after being
picked by Mumbai Indi-
ans for INR 4.80 crore

Hag, with Omarzai and
Gulbadin Naib the fast-
bowling allrounders.
Tbrahim's return gives the
batting a strong look too,
with Gurbaz
and Sediqullah Atal the
other major top-order op-
tions. Darwish Rasooli
and batting allrounder
Karim Janat are the other
top-order contenders. At
the Asia Cup, Afghani-
stan are with Bangladesh,
Hong Kong and Sri Lanka
in Group B, while India,
‘Oman, Pakistanand UAE
are in Group A.
Afghanistan’s campaign
begins against Hong
Kong in the opening
‘match of the tournament,
in Abu Dhabi on Septem-
ber 9. Rashid Khan
(capt), Rahmanullah
Gurbaz (wk), Ibrahim
Zadran, Darwish Rasooli,
Sediqullah  Atal,
Azmatullah Omarzai,
Karim Janat, Mohammad
Nabi, Gulbadin Naib,
Sharafuddin Ashraf,
Mohammad  Ishaq,
Mujeeb Ur Rahman, AM
Ghazanfar, Noor Ahmad,
Fareed Ahmad, Naveen-
ul-Haq,  Fazalhaq
Faroogi.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
and Pakistan People’s
Party (PPP) have agreed
to cunlcbl the upcommg

i intly, s
mor]eadem aboth par-
ties confirmed on Satur-
day. The
was made by PML-N
leader and Railways
Minister Hanif Abbasi
and PPP’s Raja Pervez
Ashraf, the former Na-
tional  Assembly

=

devised a ‘comprehen-
sive’ plan and are confi-
dent of a strong victory
in the by-elections.

It is to be noted here
that the Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan (ECP)
had announced the
schedule for by-elections
on vacant seats, includ-
ing one Senate seat, fol-
lowing the disqualifica-
tion of PT-baked lawmak-
ers in May 9 cases and
the death of MNA Mian

Azhar.
B

er said
that bulh parties have

L
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National highways in flood-affected areas of
KP, G-B fully restored: Attaullah Tarar

ISLAMABAD (INP): ments and provincial di- Malikpur 90 per cent re-
Federal Minister for In-  saster management au- stored.
formation and Broad- thorities and district He said that
casting Attaullah Tarar management, Knrakornm Highway
said on Saturday that Tarar said that Prime Buner-
national highways in Minister Shehbaz Sharif Khwdzakhcla Highway
flood affected arcas of visited Buner along with were open for traffic.
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Field Marshal Asim Similarly, Astore bridge
and Gilgit-Baltistanhad  Munir where a briefing on Jaglot-Skardu Road
been fully restored was given on relief ef- was operational now, he
whereas out of 60 af- forts. told.
fected feeders, 52 were He said that Minis- The minister said
now fully functioning ter for Power Sardar that NDMA, FWO and
now. Awais Leghari was in the Pakistan Army were
Inamediatalkover KP and supervising helping provincial gov-
flood situation, he said power restoration pro- ernments in opening
that under the directives cess. provincial roads now.
of Prime Minister He said out of 60 He said on the in-
Shehbaz Sharif, the Na-  feeders affected in Swat, ~ structions of the Prime
tional Disaster Manage- Shangla, Buner and Minister, Federal Minis-
ment Authority Swabi, 52 have been re- ter for Communications
(NDMA) was working stored and work on Aleem Khan, Secretary
toovercome the crisis in  toration of remaining 8 is  Communications and
calamity-hit areas. continue Chairman NHA super-
He said_that the He said that Swat-I  vised roads restoration
NDMA was in contact division has been fully work in calamity-hit ar-
with provincial govern- restored, Pir Baba and eas of KPand GB.

He said a crisis situ-
ation was created in
Goopis tehsil of GB but
due to heroic efforts of
many, the people of the
area were shifted to safer
places.

He said the Prime

Minister also talked with
Chief Secretary Gilgit-
Baltistan Abrar Mirza to
make the area safe and
secure.
He said that the
PM’s Special Cell,
NDMA, provincial gov-
ernments and Pakistan
Army were all taking
steps for safety of the
flood affected people.

He said that in
Punjab at Ganda
Singhwala on river Satluj,
the PDMA was active to
control flood situation
after the NDMA had
given early warning.

re being shifted to safer places

[HYDERABAD: Familics of Fatima Jinnah Colony, Latifabad unit No.
through makeshift arrangements as knee deep water was accumulated in the colony after rainfall

Washington to host 2026 FIFA World Cup
draw: President Trump

Kennedy Center in the US
capital, where Trump re-
centlyinstalled himsel fas
chairman in what

called a war on “woke”
culture. “Its the biggest,
probably the biggest
event in sports,” Trump,
flanked by FIFA chief
Gianni Infantino, said as

reached out a hand to
steady it.

Infantino later pre-
sented the US leader with
a giant ticket — Row 1
Seat 1 — for the World
Cup final on July 19 at the
MetLife stadium in East
Rutherford, New Jersey,
just outside New York.

'WASHINGTON, Aug 23
(INP): US President
Donald Trump has re-
vealed that the draw for
the 2026 World Cup will
take place in Washing-
ton this December.
Standing alongside
FIFA chief Gianni
Infantino at the White

nouncement and even
let Trump get his hands
on it. “Only the FIFA
president, presidents of
countries, and then
those who win can
touch it, because it’s for
winners only. And since
you are a winner, of
Course you can as well

House, Trump de- he made the announce- touchit,” Infantinosaid. Trump also suggested
scribed the tournament  ment in the Oval Office of “Canlkeepit?’re- that Russian President
s “probably the big- the White House. plied Trump, who won  Vladimir Putin mayattend
gest event in sports” The 2026 World Cup a second term in the the World Cup.

and even joked about
wanting to keep the
golden trophy for him-
self. The announcement
confirmed that the
Kennedy Center in the
US capital will host the
ceremony on December
5. The draw for the 48-
team football champion-
ship will be held at the

is being hosted by the
United States, Canada
and Mexico next year, and
Trump has made a big
deal about it happening
during his presidency.
Infantino, who has
fostered close ties with
the billionaire US presi-
dent, brought the World
Cup with him for the an-

White House last year,
as he lified the trophy
with both hands.
“That’s a beautiful
piece of gold.”

There was a brief
moment of nerves as
Trump appeared to
fumble the World Cup
before placing it on his
desk as Infantino

Holding up a photo
that he said Putin had
sent him after their sum-
mit in Alaska last week,
Trump said the Kremlin
chief “wants to be there
very badly,” but that he

“may be coming and he
may not” depending on
the outcome of Ukraine
peace efforts.
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RAW network 'busted' in Karachi as CTD
arrests six suspects

sent money from Gulf states o his

KARACHI (INP): The Counter
Terrorism Department (CTD) to-
day announced the arrest of six
suspects linked to India’s intelli-
gence agency Research and
Analysis Wing (RAW), claiming
to have uncovered a major terror-
ist network and safe houses op-
erating in Karachi.

CTD said the operation was
carried out jointly with federal in-
telligence agencies. It added that
an entire network working for
RAW had been exposed.

The CTD Additional Inspec-
tor General, Azad Khan address-
inga press conference in Karachi
said that the men were arrested
on July 8 in connection with the
Killing of a 45-year-old man in
Badin on May 18, 2025.

During inlcrmgation, inves-
tigators unearthed a wider net-
work allegedly run by RAW han-
dler Sanjay, based abroad, who
remained in contact with the sus-

pects and orchestrated the plot.

According to Azad Khan, the
suspects conducted reconnais-
sance for five days in Matli,
Badin, before carrying out the kill-
ing. The CCTV footage and eye-
witness accounts also identified
three of the arrested men at the
crime scene. He said that Indian
media had celebrated the murder,
which further underscored the
hand of RAW.

Azad Khan said the Indian
handler was identified as Sanjay
Sanjeev Kumar, based in a Gulf
state, who had recruited two Pa-
Kistanis for the operation.

The network included a gang
formed by a suspect named
Salman, comprising Umair, Sajad,
Obaid and Shakeel.

He revealed that RAW had
spent a huge sum on the opera-
tion, transferring funds through
bank channels and other sources.
Sanjay, also known as “Fouji”,

associate, Salman, who later met
the arrested suspects in
Hyderabad. The suspects stayed
in a local hotel for five days be-
fore travelling to Matli to execute
the plot.

After the attack, Salman fled
to Nepal. Investigators confirmed
that the money transferred
through bank accounts for the op-
eration provided proof of terror
financing. Following these find-
ings, a case of terrorism financing
was aleo registered.

e arrested individuals were
|dcnufcd as Amir Asghar, Sajad,
Obaid, Shakeel, Arslan and Talha
Umair.

The CTD official said the ar-
rests were made on technical

ILGIT-BALTISTAN: Chief Minister's Secretariat entered i
demanded immediate appointments of judges to the region's top and lower courts.

xth day on Saturday, as bar councils|

erounds during the i

From their possession, au-
thorities recovered a 9mm pistol,
a30-bore pistol, mobile phones,
and a motorcycle, he added.

—

Director and senior

=0

of Square Phar

DHAKA: Federal Minister for Commerce, H.E. Jam Kamal Khan, in a group photo with the Managing|

PLC during his visit to the company.

PDMA issues flood alert after Indian
warning on River Tawi

LAHORE (INP): Punjab Disas-
ter Management Authority
(PDMA) has issued a flood alert
following a warning from the
Indian High Commission about
a high-level flood in River Tawi.

According to a PDMA
spokesperson, a potential flood
situation is developing in River
Chenab at Marala, which may
affect the adjoining districts of
Gujrat and Sialkot. The author-
ity has also cautioned about pos-
sible flooding in River Chenab
and its connected streams.

PDMA Punjab has directed
the deputy commissioners of
the concerned districts to remain
on high alert and ensure all pre-
cautionary measures to protect
lives and property.

A low-level flood has been
reported in the Sutlej River at
Lodhran, with a water flow of
40,000 cusecs. Authorities fear
floodwaters may enter residen-
tial areas. Rescue teams have
been placed on alert at eight lo-
cations across the district.

Pakpattan — At Pakpattan,
the river has risen to a medium-
level flood, submerging thou-
sands of acres of farmland.
Crops have been destroyed, and
fodder for livestock has become
scarce. Rescue teams have set
up 13 relief camps and evacu-
ated over 1,100 people from

affected areas. Chunian — At
Kothi Fateh Muhammad, water
levels surged to 22 feet, “with a
flow of 127,000 cusecs. Local
farmers reported heavy crop
losses, while residents were
forced to evacuate. Rescue
1122 teams are using boats to
transport stranded livestock.
Karor Pacca — In Vehgh
Mul Khoh Parana, river erosion
intensified as water levels rose
further. Breaches in p

Kasur — At Ganda Singh
Wala, the water level has surged
above 20 feet with an outflow
of 118,000 cusecs. Dozens of
low-lying villages have been sub-
merged, destroying crops worth
millions of rupees. The district
administration said food and es-
sential supplies are being pro-
vided to affected families.

Burewala — Rising water
has disrupted electricity and

systems. Vil-

Lawyers' sit-in enters sixth day over vacant

NEWS DESK:A lawyers' sit-
in outside the Gilgit-Baltistan
Chief Minister's Secretariat en-
tered its sixth day on Saturday,
as bar councils demanded im-
mediate  appointments of
judges to the region's top and
lower courts.

The protest, spearheaded
by the G-B Bar Council, comes
amid a growing backlog of
thousands s and pro-
longed incarceration of under-
trial prisoners. Lawyers say the
judicial paralysis has persisted
for over five years, denying
citizens their basic right to jus-
tice. At the heart of the crisis
is the Supreme Appellate Court
of G-B, the region's highest ju-
dicial forum, which is meant to
have three judges but has been
functioning with just one for
nearly half a decade. "This is
nothing short of a collapse of
the justice system," said Advo-
cate Zafar Igbal, President of

.

judges' posts
the G-B Bar Council, while
addressing reporters at the
protest camp.

The lawyers' anger deep-
ened after reports surfaced
that the government was con-
sidering appointing a retired
judge to the vacant post. The
bar council rejected the pro-
posal, insisting that appoint-
ments be made from within the
lawyers' fraternity.

ChiefMinister Haji Gulbar
Khan, however, defended his
government, saying directives
had already been issued to ac-
cept certain demands. He
blamed the previous govern-
ment for the prolonged delay
injudicial appointments.

Adding weight to the pro-
test, former chief minister
Hafeezur Rehman also visited
the camp and castigated both
past and present governments.
"In civilised nations, judges
even remain available on

weekends just to ensure justice,"
he said. "Here, years pass with-
out judges. Those waiting in jails
for justice — what will they do?"

The lawyers, backed by
the Supreme Court Bar Asso-
ciation of G-B, have been boy-
cotting court proceedings for
months. Their charter of de-
mands includes enforcement of
the Lawyers Protection Act,
establishment of family and
consumer courts, and separa-
tion of judicial magistrates from
civil judge roles. They also ac-
cuse the government of back-
tracking on a 2011 promise to
allot land for lawyers.

Civil society groups have
thrown their support behind the
protest, warning that the
vacuum in the judiciary risks
deepening public disillusion-
ment with the system.

The bar council has vowed
to continue its sit-in until all de-
mands are met.

Economic reforms
steering country’s
economy towards
improvement: FM
ISLAMABAD (INP): Federal Fi-
nance Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb said on Saturday that
economic reforms are steering the
country’s economy towards im-

embankments caused severe
flooding in several areas, leav-
ing residents to build makeshift
barriers on their own. Locals
criticized authorities for failing
to take effective measures.
Bahawalnagar — Fresh wa-
ter inflows from India have
raised water levels in the Sutlej
once again. Hundreds of acres
of cultivated land have been
washed away, while floodwa-
ters entered nearby villages in-
cluding Chak Bhattian, Mari
Mian Sahib, and others.
Arifwala — Authorities
warned of a major flood wave
expected in the coming hours,
with flows ranging between
60,000 to 70,000 cusecs. Res-
cue teams have begun evacuat-
ing riverside residents to safer
places, while announcements
were made in villages urging
immediate evacuation.

lages including Gahi Shah,
Bhattian, and Faroogabad are
inundated. Crops on hundreds
of acres have been destroyed as
residents begin migrating to
safer areas. Rescue teams are
using boats to evacuate stranded
people. Chishtian — Strong wa-
ter currents flooded dozens of
riverside settlements, cutting off
road access. Locals were
forced to relocate as water en-
tered their homes.

According to PDMA, heavy
monsoon rains are likely to trig-
ger medium to high-level flood-
ing in Punjab rivers, including
the Sutlej, Ravi, Chenab and
Jhelum, until August 27. Au-
thorities have advised residents
to avoid unnecessary movement
near rivers and streams and
urged those in floodplains to
immediately shift to safer loca-
tions.

Interior Minister approves series of major
development initiatives for Capital

ISLAMABAD (INP): Interior
Minister Mohsin Naqvi has ap-
proved a series of major develop-
ment initiatives for the federal capi-
tal.

He was chairing a high-level
meeting at the Capital Develop-
‘ment Authority (CDA) Headquar-
ters in Islamabad on Saturday,

The projects, rangmg from
new traffic i ous-

croachments, stressing that there
be “no leniency” in remov-
ing illegal structures. He set Sep-
tember 30 as the deadline for
clearing affected sectors, assign-
ing the responsibility to senior
officials including the SSP Opera-
tions, ADCG and Director DMA.
ousing societies were
warned to strictly comply with
d rictly comp

under-construction sectors C-14,
C-15, and C-16, and expediting
long-delayed development in sec-
tors E-12 and I-12 50 possession
can finally be handed to allottees.

Nagqvi directed CDA to pre-
pare a comprehensive develop-
ment plan for new sectors C-13,
D-13,E-13,and F-13. He alsoset a
December 31 deadline for complet-
ing k on two new five-

ing sector upgrades nd hmp;-
tality ventures, are aimed at eas-
ing urban challenges and improv-
ing civic facilities for residents.

One of the headline decisions
was the launch of a flyover at T-
Chowk and an underpass at
Shaheen  Chowk,  with
groundbreaking scheduled for
carly Septeml

The minister also ordered a
city-wide operation against en-

p ac-
tion.

‘The meeting alsomarked the
green light for Phase One of the
Diplomatic Enclave Upgradation
Project, covering improvements to
the main entry from Constitution
Avenue, adjoining roads, a bound-
ary wall, a cycling track, and a

ark.

Other projects reviewed in-
cluded remodeling Daman-e-Koh
for visitors, accelerating work on

g

star hotels in Islamabad.
ccording to briefings, the

first phase of the Model Jail

project is progressing and will be

completed soon, while a site has

been allocated for the establish-

‘ment of a Capital House.

The meeting was attended by
CDA Chairman Muhammad Ali
Randhawa, CDA members, SSP
Operations, ADCG and other se-
nior officials.

try of Information Technology and Telecommunication (ManT) has signed a Memo-|

randum of Understanding (MoU) with the Lahore U
Technology for People Iniative (TPI-LUMS), to strengthen digital governance and innovation in Pakistan.|

ersity of Management Sciences (LUMS), through its

Speaking at a ceremony in
Islamabad, the finance minister
said that 10 to 15 percent of the
country's population is already
benefiting from digital businesses,
and the trend toward digital as-
sets is expected to grow further in
the future. He emphasised that fa-
cilitating traders and investors is
the government’s top priority, and
all efforts are being made to ease
the investment process.

‘The minister highlighted that
the process of economic reforms
is ongoing, the national economy

moving towards recovery, and
essential to adapt economic
priorities according to modern
demands. Aurangzeb pointed out

No country can progress without
developing strong industrial
foundations: Iftikhar Malik

LAHORE (INP): Former president
of the SAARC Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry Iftikhar Ali
Malik has stressed that in
today’s globalized world no coun-
try can progress without devel-
oping strong industrial founda-
tions focused on competitive-
ness, innovation, and value-
added exports. In a statement is-
sued here on Sunday, he said
sustainable growth and an ex-
port-oriented industrial policy
were the need of hour to
strengthen the economy and ac-

minimize environmental impact. He
said such measures would not
only help Pakistan meet global cli-
mate commitments but also make
its products more acceptable in en-
vironmentally conscious markets
while reducing reliance on im-
ported fuel. Highlighting the eco-
nomic benefits of prioritizing ex-
ports, he noted that this approach
could earn valuable foreign ex-
change, cut trade deficits, and gen-
erate millions of jobs. A long-term
sustainable industrial policy, he
added, must ensure self-reliance,
reql]lence and inclusive economic

celerate national development, He
ived that a well designed

strategy would enable industries
to diversify beyond traditional
products, enter high-value mar-
kets, and boost exports through
investment in modern technol-
ogy, research, and workforce skill
development. He underlined that

‘must remain central

that digital i is cost-ef-
fective, fast, and transparent,
which makes it crucial to ensure
transparency and improve regu-
lations in this sector.

to growth, urging industries to
adopt eco-friendly practices, en-
ergy-efficient technologit
renewable energy solutions to

growth, Pakistan as a
strong global competitor. He sug-
gested that special economic
zones, tax incentives, and ease of
doing business reforms could at-
tract local and foreign investors
to establish export-driven indus-
tries. He further emphasized the
need to facilitate small and medium
enterprises (SMES) to integrate
into global supply chains, thereby
increasing export volumes and re-
ducing dependency on imports.

)
PISHIN : Deputy Com
[Khan Kakar during his inspection of the dam under construction in Murgha Zakariaz.

foner Mansoor Amed Qui s being briefed by Axcin Irrigation Hassanullah

Four wanted culprits arrested in Tank, narcotics
during search operations Seized

TANK (INP): On the special
directives of Regional Police
Officer (RPO) Dera Ismail
Khan, Syed Ashfaq Anwar,
District Police Officer (DPO)
Tank Shabbir Hussain Shah led
a series of search and strike
operations across the district to
maintain law and order and
ensure the arrest of proclaimed
offenders.

According to police
sources, the operations were
carried out under the supervi-
sion of DSP City Pervaiz Shah
and SHO City Police Station
Sher Afzal Kundi in Mohallah
Maidan, Mohallah Qutab
Colony, Civil Line, Basti Phool
Shah and Mohallah Sabirabad.

During the operations, po-
lice raided hideouts

of criminals, searched houses
of proclaimed offenders, set up
checkpoints on key routes, and
conducted strict monitoring of
hotels and inns, carry out thor-
ough checking of vehicles and
suspicious persons.

As a result, police ar-
rested Muhammad Imran son
of Gul Rokhan, a proclaimed
offender wanted in a six-year-
old murder case, from Basti
Phool Shah. Similarly, pro-
claimed offenders Hazrat
Shah son of Mastan Jan, a resi-
dent of Civil Line, and Tariq
son of Haji Muhammad Ishaq
from Mohallah Dr Rabnawaz
City, were also apprehended.

In another case,
Inamullah son of Raheem
Bakhsh Bhittani, wanted in an

electricity theft case, was ar-
rested  from  Mohallah
Sabirabad. Meanwhile, in a
separate action, police arrested
accused Hussain Ahmad son of
Almar Gul Bhittani, a resident
of Garah Budha, and recovered
1015 grams of hashish and 70
grams of crystal meth (ice)
from his possession.

In Jandola, DSP Shah Wali
Khan along with SHO Sheikh
Zaman also conducted search
operations in various areas.
Checkpoints were established
at entry and exit points, several
vehicles were searched, and
multiple suspects were interro-
gated. Police also conducted
surprise inspections in residen-
tial areas to trace criminal ele-
ments.




