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Balochistan Cannot Afford
Another Flood Disaster

Syed Ali Shah
Analysis:
Rising Threat of Indus

River Floods
Balochistan once
again stands at the
brink of a flood disas-
ter, with rising Indus
River water levels
threatening
Jaffarabad, Usta
Muhammad,
Sohbatpur, and neigh-
boring districts. Au-
thorities warn that
floodwaters could spill
into low-lying areas on
September 2 and 3,
forcing thousands of
families to seck safety.
To mitigate risks,
the provincial irrigation
department has estab-
lished 16 flood control
centers, while the Pro-

The memories of
the 2022 Balochistan
floods remain fresh.
Torrential rains and
flash floods devas-

funds is not enough;
what  Balochistan
needs is a long-term
strategy for flood man-
agement, stronger em-

compound the suffer-
ing of communities still
struggling to recover
from the devastation of
2022

1| have been finalized.

Viral “BBC Urdu” Flood
| Reporter Actually Belongs
to Bhai Bhai Channel

Polio Vaccination Drive to Cover
2.2 Million Children Across 26
Districts of Balochlstan

QUETTA (STAFF RE-
PORT) A seven-day
anti-polio campaign will
begin across 26 districts
of Balochistan from Sep-
tember 1,2025, targeting
vaccination of nearly 2.2
million children under
the age of five.
According to the
Coordinator of the Emer-
gency Operations Cen-
tre (EOC) Balochistan,
Tnam ul Hag, all arrange-
ments for the campaign

A total of 8,933
teams will take part, in-
cluding 652 fixed teams
and 459 transit teams, to
ensure that children in
both urban and remote
areas receive polio
drops.

The campaign will
be carried out in Quetta,

I 3 14
He also appealed to
teachers, religious lead-
ers, and civil society
members toraise aware-

portance of the drive,
Inam ul Haq said that
polio is a crippling and
incurable disease, and

children against 12
deadly diseases such as
measles, tuberculosis,
hepatitis B, and diphthe-

vincial Disaster Man- ~tated entire communi- A Climate  bankments, climate- | pigpin “gilla Abdullah, urged parents to ensure  ness and mobilize com-  ria

agement Authority ties, sweeping away  Cpapge pypq  resilientinfiastructure, | Chaman, Khuzdar, that their children are munities for the success ~ “Protecting
(PDMA) has set up a homes, bazaars, and and community aware” Bugti, Jaffarabad, vaccinated. He empha- of the campaign. Along- children’s health is a
camp  office in infrastructure. — But More ness pmgrams Lasbela, Zhob, Ziarat sized that “even if one side polio drops, he re- shared responsibility.
Nasirabad to oversee Train services be- is Needed climate | and several other dis- child is left unvacci- minded parents of the Every dose of vaccine is
operations. Safe relo- tween Balochistan ———————— change accelerates, triets of the pmvmce nated, all children remain - importance of routine a step towards a polio-
cation sites have also and the rest of Paki- It is floods in Bal atrisk. immunization to protect ~free future,” he added.
been identified, and stan were suspended that the provincial gov- are no longer rare —

rescue teams with
machinery are on
standby. While these

ernment has estab-
lished a Climate
Change Fund to

for weeks after tracks
were washed away
and a historic bridge

they are annual, pre-
dictable disasters.
Islamabad and Qucna

measures are crucial, - collapsed in the moun- ~ strer L must act d
they highlight once tains, against future disas- The people of
again the province’s Highways con- ters. However, this Balochistan cannot af-

fragile infrastructure

4 C step must go further.
against natural disas-

The PDMA must be

ford another round of
devastation, displace-

necting Quetta to
Karachi and

ters. Islamabad were also made more effective, ment, and neglect. Pro-
Lessons cut off, isolating the better equipped, and tecting lives and liveli-
from the 2022 provincecompletely. If  proactive in respond-  hoods is not optional;
Floods new floods strike ing to emergencies. it is a national respon-

Simply allocating

again, they will only

sibility.

Viral “BBC Urdu” Flood Reporter Actually
Belongs to Bhai Bhai Channel

Syed Ali Shah,
Monitoring Desk:
A young reporter named
Mehrunnisa has become

an internet sensation af-
ter her quirky flood cov-
erage went viral — but
not for the reasons many |
first believed.

In a video that
spread rapidly on social
media, Mehrunnisa was
seen covering the Punjab
floods from a small rock-
ing boat. At first, she
tried to maintain a seri-
ous tone, warning view-
ers: “As you can see, the
water pressure is rising.”
But within moments, her
composure broke as she
squealed: “Bohat dar lag
raha hai, kabhi yeh iss
side hoti hai kabhi uss
— balance nahin ho
raha humse (We're te
fied, the boat keeps tip-

rather unconventional
correspondent. But the
truth soon came out:
Mehrunnisa was not re-
porting for BBC Urdu at
all. She was actually on
duty for Bhai Bhai Chan-

ance).” Her candid sign-
off — “Bas aap hamare
liye dua karein, guys”
(Just pray for us, guys)
— instantly made her a
social media favorite,
with many calling it

However, what re-
ally caught people’s at-
tention was the logo on
her mic, which read
“BBC Urdu™. This led
many to believe that the
British Broadcasting

“cute reporting” amid
the devastating floods.

Corporation’s Urdu Ser-
vice had hired a new,

ping from one side to
another, we can’t bal-

nel, alesser-known digi-
tal media outlet.

Students Questmn MDCAT 2024
Validity, Urge PMDC for Fair
and Transparent 2025 Exam

across Pakistan are
urging the Pakistan
Medical & Dental
Council (PMDC) to
reconsider its decision
on the three-year va-
lidity of MDCAT 2024
results, citing fairness
and merit concerns.

Syed Muhammad ~ exam. partial marking to re- Currently, PMDC
Yaseen Student: store credibility in and the University of
. & medical i Health S
}\/lsegi?allw I:SBpiﬁl:l; Push for a Fair One student rep- (UHS)
2025 Test resentative stated, confirm  that

MDCAT 2024 results
remain valid for three
years nationwide and
are recognized by all
medical  colleges.
However,

mounting student
pressure and repeated

“Merit must not be
compromised. The
best way forward is to
ensure that MDCAT
2025 is fair, transpar-
ent, and equal for all.
Only then can trust be
restored in the pro-

Student groups
are pressing the Coun-
cil to limit MDCAT
2024 validity to one ad-
mission cycle and shift
focus to conducting a
flawless MDCAT

Students that the 3 cess.” calls for a credible
re:l ?:cfl:r ng:»c\:/ shoulg They  demand PMDC’s MDCAT 2025 are ex-

i strict oversight, pre- pected to intensify de-
NDCAT S5 ot vemtion ofpapereaks,  CWITENT  Le'within the Coun-
ducted transparently, Adherence to the offi- Position cil in the coming

cial syllabus, and im- months.

free of errors and ir-
regularities.

Concerns
Over 2024
Examination

Candidates allege
that the MDCAT 2024
suffered from question
errors, irregularities,
and lack of transpar-
ency, which damaged
trust in the testing pro-
cess. They warn that
extending its validity
for three years under
the PM&DC Act 2022
places fresh aspirants
at a disadvantage
while rewarding re-
sults from a disputed
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Balochistan’s Climate Fund — A
Lifeline Against Growing Disasters

Editorial:

ties, and deepens pov-

agement and environ-

Balochistan has taken a erty. mental governance,
historic and timely step Stop Deforestation  should be a top priority.
by establishing its first- The Climate Fund,if ~ The provincial

ever Climate Fund,
move that signals the
province’s recognition of
the existential threat
posed by global warm-
ing and climate change.
In his recent meeting
with British High Com-
missioner Jane Marriott,
Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti rightly un-
derscored the urgency
of mobilizing resources
to safeguard commui
ties from natural calami-
ties that are growing in
frequency and intensity.
Floods In Bunair

The tragic flash
ﬂcode in the Bunair area
Khyber

Pukhluonkhwd this
month, which claimed
precious human lives,
are a grim reminder of
Pakistan’s extreme vul-
nerability. The province
sits on a fragile ecologi-
cal and seismic zone —

S

lions.

resilience

resources

implemented transpar-
ently and effectively,
has the potential to be-
come a lifeline for mil-

It can provide the
financial base for disas-
ter preparedness,
warning systems, refor,
estation, water manage-
ment, and community

Equally important, it can
build trust between the
government and people
by showing that saved

14 billion curtailed from
non-developmental ex-
penditures — are being  become
invested in protecting
lives and livelihoods.
The Battle Cannot Be
Fought
However, climate
change is not a battle
that Balochistan can
fight alone. Partnerships
with international allies,

government’s commit-
ment to reforms in gov-
ernance, education, and
healthcare is commend-
able, but the climate
emergency must remain
at the center of its devel-
opment agenda. Without
climate resilience, all
other reforms risk being
washed away by the next
flood or crippled by the
next drought.

Balochistan has
shown leadership by
creating this Climate
Fund.

The next step is to
ensure that it does not
another
underutilized policy ini-
tiative. Effective monitor-
ing, independent over-
sight, and community in-
volvement will be key to
making it a success.

In the face of global
warming, every delay
carries a cost in human

early

projects.

like the Rs.

lone

prone not only to floods  suchas the United King-  lives and economic sta-
but also to recurring dom, are essential in  bility. The Chief Minister
droughts, earthquakes, ~ bringing technical exper- must now take all pos-

and the looming threat of
desertification. Each di-
saster further strains an
already fragile infrastruc-
ture, displaces communi-

tise,

innovative solu-
tions, and funding
port. Training local in:
tutions, particularly in
areas like dis

sible steps to translate
the promise of the Cli-
mate Fund into tangible
protections for the
people of Balochistan.

ster man-

By Ishrat Hus.

Provinces or local government?

RECENT media reports indicate that

the “27th constitutional amendment”
is likelyto divide the existing four fed-
erating units into 12 provinces.

Before finalising such a decision,
parliamentarians must consider a
perior alternative to use this
amendment to delineate local govern-
ment (LGs) responsibilities and func-
tions in Article 140-A of the Constitu-
tion and insert an additional list in the
Fourth Schedule supplementing the
federal and provincial lists.

There are compelling arguments
why the division may not achieve the
intended goal of providing public ser-
vices to citizens. The timing is not
ideal, as it could hinder the economy’s
transition from stabilisation to sus-
tained inclusive growth. Article 239(4)
requires the provincial assemblies to
pass a resolution to create new prov-
inces. Achieving a two-thirds major-
ity for these resolutions is unlikely,
and political tension could increase
at atime when stability is needed for
economic reform.

There are compelling arguments
why more prmmccs may not achieve
the intended goal.

Second, even if this happens, di-
viding assets and liabilities, handling
legal disputes, restructuring adminis-
trations, reassigning civil servants,
delimiting constituencies and redraw-
ing boundaries would distract
policymakers from their focus on eco-
nomic recovery.

A third aspect is the potential for
significant increases in public expen-
diture due to additional offices, resi-
dences, vehicles, equipment, benefits,
protocol, and operating costs for nu-
‘merous ministers, legislators and bu-
reaucrats, affecting fiscal consolida-
tion efforts.

Fourth, decision-making and dis-

pute resolution at the " and
NEC may be delayed as provinces ex-
tend negotiations to support their re-
spective claims. Fifth, citizens’ access
to ministers and legislators would re-
main restricted compared to that of
nazims and councillors also residing
in the same villages and cities.
Sixth, business costs would es-
calate as companies operating nation-
wide would fall under 12 jurisdictions
and file separate tax returns with dif-
ferent rates. Seventh, intra-regional
inequalities would become sharper as
relatively well-endowed areas such as
Peshawar and Hazara in KP, Quetta in
Balochistan, central and western
Punjab and southern Sindh would do
well compared to other provinces in
the same region.

‘What should Article 140-A and
the new Fourth Schedule list pre-
scribe for LGs?

a) LGs would h: ipl n-

government.

For example, the Lahore Metro-
politan Corporation nazim would su-
pervise and oversee agencies such as
LDA, WASA, the waste management
company, the Mass Transit Author-
ity, and the Lahore Industrial Estates
Development Company in addition to
devolved departments. For other dis-
tricts, there would be a mix of district
councils and municipal corporations/
committees. In predominantly rural
areas, the district council nazim would
head the district government. Each
province would design its own con-
figuration of union, town, tehsil, mu-
nicipal and district councils depend-
ing on population, area and density.
What Punjab may choose may not fit
the needs of Balochistan with its small
pupulalion and larger area.

c) In the context of fiscal
decentralisation, the Provincial Fi-
nance Commission will allocate a mini-
‘mum of 30 to 40 per cent of the pro-
vincial share from the divisible tax
pool (without disturbing the existing
NEC award allocation to the prov-
inces) to LGs, granting them au-
tonomy in budgcl formulation and
implementation. The PFC would give
preference in allocation to backward
districts as advanced districts can
mobilise revenues from their own
wurtcs incentivised by matching

an
& The LG would assess and collect
urban immovable property tax, capital
gains tax, agricultural tax, cesses, user
charges and fees, and spend these
resources in their respective jurisdic-
tions. Evidence shows that raising
taxes or charging user fees for services

the local level s relatively easy. The
district accounts officer would report
administratively to the district nazim,
but be professionally supervised by
the province’s accountant general.

Audit of accounts at all tiers of
government would be done by the
auditor general of Pakistan. CEOs of
corporations and district councils
would act as principal accounting of-
ficers for issues under their control,
head the district development work-
ing party (for approval of ADP
projects), and district accounts com-
mittees.

d) Administratively, current LG
and local council service staff should
be replaced with experts, professional
managers and specialists recruited by
the Public Service Commission at mar-
ket-based salaries. Citizen-facing
roles should be filled by young, quali-
fied, courteous and capable officers.
Devolved departments’ district execu-
tive officers must have the legal pow-
ers to resolve citizens issues without
referring the matter to provincial sec-
l'Cldridb

defining prov-

trol over education in pnmaryand sec-
ondary schools up to Matric,
healthcare up to district hospitals,
water supply, sewerage, solid waste
disposal, population planning, sports,
‘mass transit, roads, bridges within dis-
trict limits, ion, social welfare,

ince-] LG relations must be inserted and
include performance indicators, moni-
toring and evaluation, audits, etc. Pro-
vision for suspending or supersed-
ing LGs should not be at the discre-
tion of the chief ministers. Deputy
can assist LGs but not

and community and women’s devel-
opment. Al staffup to Grade 16 would
be transferred along with their salary
and allowance budgets.

) Nazims would be directly
elected on a party basis and half the
seats of various corporations and
councils allocated on through propor-
tional representation, reserved for
‘women, technocrats, minorities, peas-
ants and labourers. Large urban areas
would have metropolitan corporations
with the mayor heading the district

interfere in their daily affairs.

If effectively implemented,
strengthening LGs may offer substan-
tial advantages relative to the creation
of new provinces. First, it would
minimise dissatisfaction with the gov-
ernment as citizens would be able to
access basic services at the grassroots
le

vel,
Second, they would have a say
in setting priorities and decision-mak-
ing, leading to efficient resource allo-
cation and cost-effectiveness.

The end of soft

power

IN the first six months of
his presidency, Ameri-
can President Donald
Trump has transformed
the rules of international
relations in ways that are
surprising for an isola-
tionist president whose
main concern is his ultra-
nationalist voter base.

Wielding carrots and
sticks, he has used the
threat of international
tariffs ~ and  the
weaponisation of trade
to come down hard on
everyone he believes is
laking advantage of the

" Thelist of culprits is
long. Nearly everyone, it
appears, is someone the
current US president be-
lieves e guilty of taking
from America and not

Quetta: Contaminated water posing a seri-
ous threat to human health

organisms
Water from any
source must suit the pur-
pose for which it is in-
tended whereas, drink-
ing water must be free
from pathogenic organ-
isms and its chemical and
physical qualities must
also be suitable for hu-
man_consumption. Ac-
cordingly, groundwater
contamination is ap-
proximately constantly
the consequence of hu-
‘man activities.
Accordingly, the
(Coliforms and E. Coli)
are those bacteria that
originate from wastes
and intestines of animals
and signal contamination
in drinking water during
testing. A recent report of

E. Coli bacteria was
found in the water of
Quetta which signals

Gowalmandi, Sirki Road
satellite town, Takhtani
Bypass, airport road,
contaminations in the Western bypass,
drinking water that may Barwary road Mosa
affect human healthand ~ Colony, Spini road, Joint
cause severe illness, as  Road,

such gastrointestinal,
vomiting, cramps, diar-
rhea, muscle aches, and
headache.

However, anyone
can get sick from drink-
ing contaminated water
but children, the elderly,
and people with weak
immune systems are at a
higher risk of the harm-
ful effects.

Contaminated water
in Quetta affecting hu-
man health

On the basis of ana-
lyzed water quality data

Fresh and clean water

is an essential part of
human life. It stands sec-
ond to the air for the ex-
istence of all human be-
ings and it is now a com-
monly known fact that
groundwater quality is
as important as its quan-
tity. Balochistan is be-
coming the fast water-
scarce province of the
country particularly in
urban areas including
the Quetta sub-basin
where 90% of the drink-
ing water is utilized from
groundwater. Ground-
water quality has a direct
impact on the health and
welfare of the inhabitants
therefore fresh and clean
water supply need to be

Raisani  Road,
Sariab road DG WAPDA
office, Gahi Khan Chowk,
Sariab Railway Station
where the water Quality
is declared unsafe due to
high concentration of
Coliform and E. coli as
such the analyzed valuc
are high than the perm
sible limits of the WHO.

The drinking water
in these areas is found
objectionable and unsafe
for drinking purposes on
the basis of bacteriologi-
cal contamination.

giving back. The same | prioritized. the Irrigation Depart- the areas of Mariabad,

president has even more Drinkingwater must ment indicates that the Shaldara Kasi Road, Abdul Razzaq
disdain for expenditures | be free from pathogenic high rate of Coliformand Pashtoonabad, Khiljiz
such as aid — < <

or cultural diplomacy, K h . t bl NFC t
banorcnimeneer | INATACHLL INEqUITADIC mpac

a mainstay of US diplo-

macy in the past several
decades. It is important
to remember that one of
the first agencies of the
US government to be
shuttered was USAID.
Very soon after Trump
entered the White
House, the minions of
the ‘Department of Gov-
ernment Efficiency’, led
by the infamous (and
now absent) Elon Musk,
barged into USAID of-
fices and closed access
to all employees. They
even took down the sign
bearing the agency’s
name.

Nothing was to be
handed out for free any-
more; nobody in other
countries was to be a
priority. This was the
anthem sung in the wake
of USAID’s demise. It
did not matter how many
around the world
criticised America, or
how many lives were lost
as the distribution of
medications and vac-
cines to remote corners
diminished.

The idea that the
‘goodwill’ of other
people was a foreign
policy asset no longer
held sway. It was the end
of soft power.

In the months since,
the same strain has been
dominant in the massive
restructuring of foreign
policy now underway in
the US.

ByRafia
Zakaria:

Abodes of

peace
THOSE who have a
comfortable house are
very lucky. A decent,
safe and comfortable
house is a fundamental
human aspiration. It
does not need to be a
grand bungalow or a
multi-room apartment; it
can be a simple, airy
abode with plenty of
;unllghl where the fam-

LIt

Order of 2006 fixed these
direct transfers at one-
sixth of GST collections.

Had that system
continued, Karachi
would have received
Rs190 billion in 2024-25

ing governance closer to
the people, the seventh
NFC award and the 18th
Ame-ndment took away
whatever devolution of
resou-rces and powers
existed with the LGs at

merged into the federal
divisible pool. The prov-
inces were allowed to
use the LGs’ share as
they pleased. Karachi,
being the largest collec-
tor of , was the

BORN in the name of

devolution, propagated
as people’s rights, and
celebrated as a victory
for the deprived, the
seventh National Fi-

nance Commission that time. as a direct transfer from  worst affected, receiv-
award has been nothing In 1999, when the GST alone (as compen- ing meagre amounts to-
of the sort. federal government abol-  sation for the OZT). talling less than Rs200bn

Its birth in 2010 co-  ished the octroi and zila  Other district govern- from 2010-11t02024-25,

incided with the passage  tax (OZT) collection by ments in Sindh, suchas ~against its due share of

of the 18th Constitu- the LGs, it introduceda those in Ghotki, Rsl,236.7bn. Karachi
tional Amendment, 2.5 per cent increase in Hyderabad and Thatta, suffered a colossal loss
which also created am- the GST on goods, A would also have re-  ofmore than Rs1,000bn,

ceived direct transfers
of Rs4,456 million,
Rs4,486mand Rs3,618m

biguity about the role of
the local governments
(LGs), paving the way
for the isation
of powers bythe provin-
cial governments.
Rather than bring-

Counselling needs

And then the mother
said she believed that
her son should do some-
thing in computer:
asked the young man if
he was interested in
computers.

He shrugged his
shoulders and did not
seem too enthusiastic
about it, but parroted
the idea that computer

transparent mechanism
for direct transfers to the
LGs was introduced to

for their rev-
enue losses. Later, the
Distribution of Rev-
enues & Grants-in-aid

or one trillion rupees,
after the seventh NFC
under the OZT head
alone.

" This right ofthe LGs
was usurped through
the seventh NFC and

ByMohammad
Younus Dagha:

education’ meant to
them. The mother said
an education that gives
the young man a go
job.

It was not the time
to get into a discussion
on what ‘good educa-
tion” could mean, other
than as a way of getting
a good job, though this
is definitelyan important

what computer science
was all about and what
sort of career one could
take up after studying
some area in computer
science and IT. T could
not help him much. Yes,
computers are very im-
portant for all work-
places and will be even
more so over the coming
years.

A MOTHER and her
son came to see me last
week to discuss the
latter’s future plans.

1 asked the young
man what he wanted to
do with his life, what his
likes, dislikes and pas-
sions were. Before the
young man could an-
swer, his mother said

that they just wanted a part of a good education. ~ science was where the
good education for the So we stayed with what ~jobs of the future lay. By Faisal
son. Tasked what ‘good  could lead to a good job. He had little idea Bari:

Policing and CT

The Police Act 1861  and safe cities projects
made no reference to ter-  were intr--oduced.
rorism. With their local

The Police Order knowledge, community
2002, a post-9/11 law, interface and opera-
also overlooked the po- tional reach, police are
licerole in CT. Only Ar-  central in preventing
ticle 160 mentioned ter- and responding to ter-
rorismresearch as a func-  rorism.
tion of the Police They disrupt plots
Mana-gement Board. through surveillance,
Sections 4(1-¢) and 13(3- investigation, arrests,
1) of the KP Police Act, evidence-gathering,
2017, later defined coun- monitoring radical
tering militancyand ter- groups and enforcing
rorism as police duties, anti-terrorism laws.
and the need fora CTD.  They also work with

The police role was ~ communities to identify
notable during the Af- radicalisation. CTD
ghan war. Sectarian and  standardisation is a part

In Sri Lanka’s 26-
year war against the
LTTE, police worked
alongside the military.
The Criminal Investiga-
tion Depar-tment and
Terrorism Investigation
Division collected intel-
ligence and conducted
surveillance.

The Prevention of
Terrorism Act empow-
ered police to arrest and
detain suspects without
a warrant, while police
remained actively en-
gaged with the commu-
nity and maintained the
special task force’s pres-
ence.

G LOBALLY,

counterterrorism (CT) is
a policing function, fo-
cused on prevention, in-
vestigation and law en-
forcement. In Pakistan,
terrorism has sectarian,
ethnic and cross-border
dimensions. Hence, the
police cannot handle it

In high-threat envi-
ronments, CT extends
beyond regular policing
and involves CT depart-
ments (CTDs), the mili-
tary, intelligence agen-
cies and federal institu-

tions. At i

ily can live p
should also be secured
from natural calamities.
In Pakistan, countless
families suffer when
natural calamities strike.
During the monsoons,
many houses are inun-
dated, roofs collapse,
people are injured, elec-
trocuted orkilled. There-
fore, it is necessary that
one should ensure that
their home can with-
stand the forces of na-
ture.

The concept of a
house is a consistent
theme in the Holy Quran.
Allah calls believers to-
wards the House of
Peace (Darus Salam),
(10:25). Ahappy home is
ablessing from Allah and
provides shelter, safety,
security and comfort. A
happy home is a subjec-
tive term but generally
refers to an environment
filled with positive en-
ergy and comfort.

How can a house be
transformed into a
happy abode or a source
of blessing? It can be
transformed by being
‘energised’ through
regular spiritual prac-
tices like prayers, Quran
recitation and acts of
kindness within the pre-
mises. Every family tries
to maintain their home
through cleaning and
dusting.

ByAmin
Valliani:

Pakistan inherited a po-
licing system based on
the Irish constabulary
model, operated through
the Police Act of 1861.

esigned to suppress
dissent rather than serve
communities, it trained
police as a force to main-
tain state authority rather
than a service for citi-
zens.

ethnic violence further of NAP, but the prov-
shaped it. In the post-9/  inces adopted their own
11 era, CTDs were cre- models. Point 8 of NAP
ated to prevent terrorism, - calls for a dedicated CT
gather intelligence, in- force, while point 3 of
vestigate and prosecute the revised NAP and In-
terror cases. ternal Security Policy
For coordination, 2022-2026 stresses the
Nacta was set up. The capacity-building of
Anti-Terrorism Act, CTDs.
1997, provided the frame- Terrorism  has
work, while forensic labs ~ transformed policing.

Modi looking for China bailout

Turkiye and even EU
‘member states import oil
and gas from Russia, de-
spite sanctions due to
the war in Ukraine. But
its protestations have
delivered nothing so far.

Analysts say India
is shell-shocked at
Trump’s new tariffs (25
per cent plus 25pc puni-
tive) at a time when it
was expecting to get the
Most-Favoured Nation
status from the US and

In India, the police
role is multifaceted.
National Investigation
Agency is central. As
first responders, police
engage in preventive
and reactive efforts.
Special branches collect
local information.

By Mohammad
Ali Babakhel:

tion of cross-border ter-
rorism at the summit.
This, despite failing, as
recently as June this
year, to get the
organisation to con-
demn Pakistan for ‘terror-
ism’ in Indian-held Kash-
mir (because there was
no evidence) which led
toa war between the two
countris

President Trump
says he mediated an end
tothat war, with Pakistan

Indian Army officer and
strategic affairs analyst
Pravin Sawhney says
that India’s d)plumdlic
inanities won’t be able
tosecure its desired out-
come for the simple rea-
son that the grouping
sees security as indivis-
ible and not a zero-sum
game. So, unless India is
prepared to enter into a
genuine dialogue with
Pakistan over Kashmir,
no matter how long it

IND[AN Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will visit
China for the first time in
seven years as he at-
tends the Shanghai Co-
operation Organisation
(SCO) summit in Tianjin
starting today, afier be-
ing targeted by US Presi-
dent Donald J. Trump
with punitive tariffs for
importing Russian oil.
Former governor of
the Reserve Bank of In-

dia Raghuram Rajan told  not only agreeing with preferential access toits  takes to resolve the is-
CNBC that a significant ~ him, but also nominating - market. So,itisnow tum-  sue, nothing much will
aspect of the Modi visit ~him for the Nobel Peace it be gained by India from
was signalling tothe US  Prize. For its part, Indi the SCO, says Sawhney.

‘maintains that the de-es-
calation followed direct
contact between the di-
rectors-general of mili-
tary operations of the
two countries.

That India and US

that India could explore
“other options’ to pursue
if the White House con-
tinued to single it out
for punitive tariffs.
However, Indian
Foreign Secretary Vikram

appears confused about
what it may want from
the grouping. More
trade or merely a con-
demnation of terrorism?

That India and US
relations are adrift is

This argument is
lent credence by the
crisp response of the
Chinese ambassador to
India Xu Feihong, who
was asked earlier this
month at a talk organised

Misri told journalists relationsare adriftis evi- evident from the fact tolook ahead at the SCO
that his country and dent from the fact that that Delhi has repeatedly ~summit.

prime ministerwouldbe  Delhi has repeatedly asked why it is being

aiming to secure an un- asked why it is being singled out. By Abb:
equivocal condemna-  singled out when China, In his viog, former Ni
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Pakistani handicrafts shine at Lhasa expo
BEIING (INP): A group
of Pakistani companies
are showcasing the
country’s rich artisanal
heritage at a trade expo
at Lhasa, capital city of
southwest China’s
Xizang autonomous re-
gion

nities for cultural ex-
change. As the expo con-
tinues through Septem-
ber 1, Aidi and other Pa-
kistani businesspeople
expressed strong confi-
dence i their prospects.
This event has
opened new doors for
the Chi-
nese market and building
meaningful connec-
tions,” Aidi noted.

The expo, officially
known as 2025 First
Lhasa International Cul-
tural Tourism Expo and

countries. More impor-
tantly, we carefully
study local culture and
customize our offerings
accordingly.
Und

report published by
Gwadar Pro,

the exhibitor
emphasised the growing
appreciation for Paki-
stani i

“Pakistan offers a
wide range of handmade
3 products that have
Aidi, a seasoned Paki- gained p-
stani exhibitor partici- tance in the Chinese mar-
pating in his sixth trade  ket.
exhibition in Xizang,
said, “This year, we
have brought exquisite
onyx products and hand-
made scarves.

a

an
respecting cultural val-
ues is the foundation of
successful business re-

The exhibition also
features distinctive
Xizang products, in-
cluding Thangka paint-
ings, local incense, yak-
derived products, high-
land barley items, pre-

Consumers  in
Xizang particularly ap-
preciate our stonc and
jade handicrafis, bronze
ware, wmden crafts, and

Through attending  carpet: mium honey, natural Foreign Trade Excellent
trade shows across dif- Mr Aidi high- drinking water,andmod- Products China Tour
ferent Chinese cities, I lighted the unique ad- ern textiles. Xizang (Lhasa) Station,

has attracted 150 exhibi-
tors from over 10 coun-
tries and regions, includ-
ing Nepal, France, Thai-
land, and Australia.

have gained valuable in-
sights into the culture
and product prefer-
ences of people in
Xizang” Accordingto a

vantages of Pakistani
products.

“Our handmade
items offer exceptional
value compared to other

These products
demonstrate Xizang’s
industrial progress while
providing international
exhibitors with opportu-

ional Community Development

QUETTA Teachers of Basic Education Community Schools and
hold a protest in favor of their demands outside QPC.

Blue economy projects in Gwadar poised to
drive Export Growth

while  addressing operate in the prov-
stakeholders at the ince, but most require
launch of the National upgrades to meet in-
Fisheries and Aquac- ternational standards.
ulture Policy (2025— To bridge the gap,
2035) inlslamabadon the ministry has
11 August 2025. launched a 120-acre
Fisheries are cen- Aquaculture Park at
tral to Gwadar’s Korangi (costing Rs3
growth strategy. Al- billion) and plans to
though Balochistan’s replicate the model on
770-km coastline ac- Balochistan’s coast.
counts for 76.2% of Output from the pilot
Pakistan’s shore, its park is projected at up
fish output remains to 1,200 tonnes annu-
well below potential. ~ ally, with revenue of
Federal Maritime  $7.2 million depending
Minister Muhammad on species farmed. adj
Junaid Anwar Foreign partners
Chaudhry said are also stepping in.
Balochistan’s annual The China Overseas
catch could reach Port
300,000 tonnes, gener- Holding Company
ating around $645 mil- has partnered with a
lion in exports if mod- Chinese aquaculture
ern processing were in  firm to develop deep-
place. sea fish farming near
“Gwadar has rich Gwadar, building on
fish catch potential, secafood exports to

ISLAMABAD, Aug
31 (INP): Gwadar’s
emerging blue
economy (spanning
fisheries, aquaculture,
port trade and renew-
able energy) is taking
centre  stage in
Pakistan’s export
strategy for 2025—
2035.

plant in Gwadar and
upgrading harbour fa-
cilities and roads to
help fishermen reach
markets faster.

Infrastructure up-
grades are designed to
position Gwadar as a
regional logistics hub.
On 7 August, the
Ministry of Maritime
Affairs signed an
agreement with
China’s Xinning Enter-
prise to expand
Gwadar Port and de-
industries in the
ing Free Zone.

Minister Chaudhry
called the deal a “mile-
stone”, saying it would
“elevate  Gwadar’s
commercial handling
capacity and generate
valuable employment
and investment oppor-
tunities.”

The port’s South
Free Zone now hosts

According to the
Ministry of Maritime
Affairs, sustained in-
vestment in marine
industries linked to the
deep-sea port could
generate more than
$850 million annually
in export revenue,
alongside improve-
ments in food security
and coastal liveli-

=
N

blue
economy is essential
for ensuring food se-
curity, increasing ex-
ports and generating

employment across and we must focus on China worth $125 mil- a 2,000-tonne cold stor-
our coastal regions,” local value addition to lion in 2024. Mean- age facility for seafood
Federal Minister for maximise benefits,” he while, exports, while develop-

the Balochistan
government is setting
up a fish processing

Maritime  Affairs noted.
Muhammad Junaid Currently, 34 sea-
Anwar Chaudhry said food processing units

Quad summit participation of Trump in
India uncertain

ers of Australia, Japan,
and the US.
The New York
Times report claimed
that President Trump
currently has no inten-
tion of visiting India for
the Quad Summit.
Strains in US-India
ties emerged after
Trump repeatedly in-
sisted on mediating in
the Pakistan-India con-
flict, something New
Delhi outrightly re-
jected. Trump has reit-
erated his claims of fa-
cilitating a ceasefire
more than 40 times.
The situation wors-
ened when the US im-
posed a 25 percent tar-
iffon India for continu-
ing oil purchases from

ment of a larger North
Free Zone is under-
way.

WASHINGTON
(INP): The United
States’ refusal to me-
diate between Pakistan
and India has become
a major cause of
India’s diplomatic and
economic decline, re-
ported Business Stan-
dard. According to the
report, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s failed
policies have left India
isolated on the global
stage.

Even US President
Donald Trump s par-
ticipation in the up-
coming Quad Summit
in New Delhi has be-
come doubtful. The
summit, scheduled for
November, is expected
to be attended by lead-

Russia, a move seen as
punishment for not
aligning with
Washington’s policies.
The report further
noted that Trump has
singled out India with
these heavy tariffs.
Indian Foreign
Secretary Vikram Misri
later clarified that
Prime Minister Modi
had categorically re-
jected any mediation,
telling Trump that In-
dia would never accept
third-party involve-
ment in its disputes
with Pakistan.
Despite this,
Trump  dismissed
Modi’s stance and con-
tinued repeating his
mediation claims, re-

portedly angering the
Indian leadership.
Tensions between
the two leaders became
evident when Modi and
Trump skipped a
planned meeting after
the G7 Summit, with
Trump leaving early for
‘Washington.
Their disagree-
ments over mediation
and Trump’s refusal to
support Modi’s bid for
the Nobel Peace Prize
further widened the rift.
Observers  say
Modi’s rigid and un-
compromising  ap-
proach has closed glo-
bal doors on India, leav-
ingits people and inves-
tors facing an uncertain
and unstable future,

ki d ]
(QUETTA: A rally led by Naeem Ahmed Madni passing through Manan Chowk in connection with Eid|
[Miladun Nabi (SAW) celebration.

[MULTAN: Chairman Senate, Syed Yusuf Raza Gi]la;ﬂhairing a me‘eting with members|
of PFUJ at South Punjab Secretariat.

Syed Ali Gilani’s 4th martyrdom anniversary
to be observed tomorrow

has urged people to visit said that the slogan
Hyderpora graveyard “Hum Pakistani Hain, Pa-
where Syed Ali Gilani is kistan Hamara Hai” en-
buried to offer fateha for dures as a symbol of
the martyred leader and Gilani’s vision. Carrying
other Kashmiri martyrs. forward his mission is the
It also urged the imams greatest tribute to his
and khateebs to hold Tegacy.

special prayers for the Tehreek-e-Hurriyat
towering leader and other Jammu and Kashmir,
Kashmiri martyrs in the Jammu and Kashmir

waste and their mission
will be accomplished at
all costs.

Sed Ali Gilani’s un-
wavering dedication to
the Kashmir cause will
inspire generations to
come, the APHC said
adding that his spirit of
resistance continues to
fuel the Kashmiris’

SRINAGAR (INP):
Kashmiris on both sides
of the Line of Control
and across the world
will observe the fourth
martyrdom anniversary
of the legendary
Hurriyat leader, Syed
Ali Gilani, tomorrow,
September 01, with re-
newed resolve to carry

forward his mission of mosques. struggle for freedom, Muslim League, Peoples
freedom. The APHC appealed ~ while his lifelong quest ~ League, Jammu and Kash-
According  to to the Kashmiris living for ~Jammu and mir National Front,

Kashmir Media Service,
Syed Ali Gilani died in
Indian captivity on lst
September in 2021 at his
residence in Srinagar
where he had been kept
under continued house
arrest for over a decade.

The All Parties
Hurriyat Conference

Pakistan on high alert as India releases more
water into Chenab

been severed and riverat Jasarr has again
internet services have startedrising. Similarly,
been suspended. the River Sutlej was in
Meanwhile, rivers extremely high flood at
Sutlej, Raviand Chenab  Ganda Singh Wala.
continue to remain in After losing their
high floo homes and belongings
As many as 180 vil- to floods, residents of
lages have been flooded  the Theme Park in
while crops grown over Lahore have appealed
hundreds of acres of land  to the government for
have been destroyed af- help.
ter the River Chenab The ordeal of
burst its banks in Jhang. 10,000 residents of the
Peaple stuck in floodwa- housing society began
ters were shified to safe ~four days ago when the
locations on boats. water from the River
The water flow at Ravi spilled over into
Head Trimmun has risen ~ their homes, shops and
0 260,000 cusecs while roads
the river was in high Initially, the depth
at Head Khanki and ~ of the water was 20 feet.
Qadu‘abad till last reports  But later it came down
came in. Water from the to 12 feet. Water level
River Ravi entered 140 in the River Ravi, which
villages in tehsil had once touched
Shujaabad of Multan, 220,000 cusecs mark,
while the river was in ex- has started dropping.
tremely high flood at According to a re-
Head Baloki and portby the PDMA, the
Chichawatni till last re- water level in the river
ports came in. continues to drop as at
On the other hand, Jasar, it has come down
the water level in the to 20 cusec:

Kashmir’s accession to
Pakistan remains a tes-
tament to his unshak-
able resolve. “The pro-
found imprint of his
leadership is eternally
etched in Kashmir’s
history,” it further said.

The All Parties
Hurriyat Conference

across the world to raise
voice to draw the atten-
tion of the international
community towards the
Indian brutalities in oc-
cupied Jammu and Kash-
mir. The statement said
that the sacrifices of
Kashmiri martyrs would
not be allowed to go

Young Men's League,
Kashmir Tehreek-e-
Khawateen and other
Hurriyat organizations in
their statements in
Srinagar said that Gilani’s
principled stand on the
Kashmir dispute earned
him unmatched respect
and admiration.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The River Chenab is ex-
pected to be in high
flood in the next 24 to
36 hours as India on
Sunday opened all spill-
ways of the swollen
Salal Dam,

prompting the au-
thorities to issue yet an-
other warning ofa fl

in the river.

On the other hand,
over 2,300 villages have
been flooded, crops
grown over millions of
acres of land have been
destroyed while over
1.5 million people have
been rendered homeless
due to the floods that
have wreaked havoc
from Sialkot to Lahore,
Kasur to Bahawalnagar
and Gujrat to Jhang,

Meanwhile, the
death toll from floods
has risen to 33, while
over 600,000 people
have been evacuated;
thousands of cattle
have perished; the road
connection between vil-
lages and cities has

Similarly, at Siphon,
77,430 cusecs of water is
flowing, while at
Shahdara it has now
dropped to 76,700 cusecs.
The River Sutlej,
which is in high flood in
Bahawalpur, burst its
banks and flooded
nearby villages, forcing
the residents to shift to
safe locations on their
own. The affected people
have appealed to the
government to waive the
Toans they have bor-
rowed under the Kissan
Cards and Tractor
schemes.
Provincial Disaster
Management Authority
(PDMA) Punjab Dire
tor-General Irfan Ali
Kathia on Sunday said
that over 2 million people
were badly affected and
33 lost their lives due to
floods in Punjab. Talking
with the media, Irfan Ali
Kathia said that “cur-
rently we are focused on
saving the precious lives
of the people in flood-af-

\ctivists of united l\/innicipal ‘Workers Union hold a protest over unpaid salaries and
[pensions outside Peshawar Press Club (PPC).

SCO Museum opens in Beijing showcasing
treasures from Pakistan

from the late Neolithic head from Taxila
period, including a demonstrates fine
globular pot painted craftsmanship with
with geometric motifs wavy hair, elongated
and a gray ware shal- earlobes, and serene
low bowl adorned with  downcast eyes.
swirling fish and water Equally compel-
plants. ling is a Jain ritual

Visitors are also tank  from  the
drawn to an intricately Islamabad Museum
carved seal of the collecllon, decorated
Indus Civilization, be- with bir
lieved to have been oil lamps, and
used in trade, offering snakes, s)mbollzmg
evidence of and the
commerce and admin- balance of natural el-
istrative systems. ements.

The exhibiti

of Pakistan's cultural
heritage but also high-
lights the Silk Road
connections that con-
tinue to unite our na-
tions."

Aman Ullah, Di-
rector General of the
Department of Ar-
chacology and Muse-
ums, Government of
Pakistan said that there
are ten unique artifacts
selected from National
Museum Islamabad to
reflect all evolutionary
and historical eras in

BEIJING, Aug 31
(INP): The exhibition
"Collections from
Museums  of the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organization Mem-
ber States" opened
here in National Mu-
seum of China, orga-
nized by the Ministry
of Culture and Tour-
ism of the People's
Republic of China.
The exhibition w111
run until N
16,2025, and features
rare cultural relics
of

panning also Chinese visitors Pakistan.
years of history from brings forward the ar-  said, "The exhibition is He added that
across the SCO re- tistic legacy of a window into the thereisalotoflinkages

between China and
Pakistan as culturally
rich countries and long
history of their culture
and traditions.

gion, China Economic
Net (CEN) reported.

Among the high-
lights from Pakistan
are unique artifacts

Gandhara, renowned
for its fusion of Bud-
dhist traditions with
Hellenistic influences.

A striking Buddha

shared history of our
region. Seeing these
masterpieces  up
close not only deep-
ens our understanding
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Indian Spy with Afghan Citizenship Jailed for 20 Years
in Pakistan on Espionage and Terrorism Charges

Monitoring Desk:

An Indian national, Usman, the
son of Abdul Rehman, has
been sentenced to 20 years in
prison on charges related to es-
pionage and terrorism.

Usman, who also holds Afghan
citizenship, was arrested by se-
curity forces at the Chaman
border in Balochistan, while at-
tempting to cross into Pakistan.

According to sources, Usman
had been under surveillance for
several months before his cap-

ture.

lnlcl]lgcncc reports suggested his
involvement in espionage and
terrorist activities aimed at de-
stabilizing the province.

He was reportedly attempting to
enter Pakistan with the intent
to carry out covert operations
for Indian Intelligence Agen-
cies.

Authorities have emphasized the
severity of the charges against
Usman, labeling his actions as
adirect threat to national secu-
rity.

Espionage and terrorism are se-
vere offenses, particularly

BREAKING NEWS

when they involve foreign na-
tionals attempting to under-
mine the sovereignty of Paki-
stan.

Usman’s dual citizenship — In-
dian and Afghan — raised con-
cerns about the cross-border
espionage and terrorist opera-
tions.

The government has called on
international bodies to take
note of Indian cross border in-
terference.

The trial, which took place in a

special court, found Usman

guilty of espionage and sup-

porting terrorist activities in

Balochistan.

The 20-year sentence is seen as a
signal of Pakistan’s determina-
tion to tackle foreign interfer-
ence on its soil.

Indian officials have yet to re-

spond to the conviction amid

already strained diplomatic
tensions between the two

countries afier India’s humili-
ating defeat in Marka e Hag.

President Zardari Approves Mahfooz Ali Khan as
Balochistan’s Representative in 11th NFC

News Desk:
QUETTA: President Asif Ali
Zardari has given formal approval
for the appointment of Mahfooz
Ali Khan as Balochistan’s non-
official representative in the 11th
National Finance Commission
(NFC). The decision, made on the
recommendation  of the
Balochistan government, re-
places the earlier nomination, ac-
cording to an announcement from
the President’s Secretariat.

he 11th NFC was consti-
tuted on August 22, 2025, with
Federal Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb desig-
nated as its Chairman. The com-
mission includes the finance min-

ters of all four provinces as ex-
officio members, along with one
nominated expert from each prov-

ce.
Established under Article 160
of the Constitution of Pakistan,

the NFC plays a crucial role in
determining how financial re-
sources, grants, and debt respon-
sibilities are shared between the
federation and the provinces.

The inaugural meeting of the
commission, originally set for
August 29, has been postponed
due to the devastating floods
currently affecting several parts
of the country.

President Zardari empha-
sized that equitable and transpar-
ent distribution of resources be-
tween the centre and provinces
is not just a constitutional re-
quirement but also vital for
strengthening national harmony
and economic stability.

Pakistan and Armenia forge diplomatic

NEWS DESK: Pakistan and Ar-
‘menia on Sunday formally estab-
lished diplomatic relations, the
Foreign Office (FO) announced in
a statement.

Earlier this week, Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign Min-
ister Ishaq Dar said that Pakistan
agreed to consider establishing
diplomatic relations with Armenia
after a phone call with counter-
part Ararat Mirzoyan.

According to the FO,
Islamabad and Yerevan formally
established diplomatic relations
by exchanging a joint communi-
que in Tianin, on the sidelines of

i anghai Coopera-
ition summit.

“Marking a historic step for-
ward, both the leaders affirmed
their commitment tothe principles
and objectives of [the] United Na-
tions Charter and discussed pos-
sible avenues of cooperation, in-
cluding economy, education, cul-

relations: FO

ture, and tourism,” the FO state-
‘ment read.

“The two leaders reaffirmed
their desire to work closely with
each other at bilateral and multi-
lateral fora, to achieve their shared
objectives of peace, progress, and
prosperity for lhc peoples of their
two countries.”

Inapost on X, Dar wrote that
he was pleased to sign the joint
communique with his Armenian
counterpart and echoed the FO’s
remarks on affirming their commit-
ment to the principles of the UN
Charter.

The FM also attached pho-
tos of himselfand Mirzoyan sign-
ing and exchanging the docu-
ment, fanked by their national
flags.

Until today, Pakistan and Ar-
menia did not have formal diplo-
matic relations. The relationship
is characterised bya regional geo-
political rivalry, with Pakistan

supporting Azerbaijan against
Armenia in the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict, as per the Press Informa-
tion Department.

Earlier this month, Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif hailed US
President Donald Trump’s peace
efforts following his role in
brokering the Armenia-Azerbaijan
peace deal. “Pakistan welcomes
the historic peace agreement
signed between the Republic of
Azerbaijan and the Republic of Ar-
menia at the White House Sum-
mit under the auspices of US
Prcsldcnl Donald J Trump.

" the premier wrote in a state-
ment on X.

He congmtuldlcd both coun-
tries on “charting a course for a
peaceful future for their region”,
stating: “Pakistan has always
stood by the brotherly nation of
Azerbaijan and we stand with
them al tlm proud moment of their
histor;

IA]\JIN Prime Minister Muhammad Shehb Sharif meets with President of Turkiye, Recep Tay
[Erdogan, on the sidelines of the SCO Council of Heads of State.

PM Shehbaz praises China’s advanced
use of technology, modern techniques
in disaster management

BEIJING (INP): Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif has praised
China’s advanced use of technol-
ogyand modern techniques in di-

take effective precautionary mea-
sures against natural calamities,
particularly in light of the ongo-
ing floods.

saster expressing
confidence that Pakistan can
greatlybenefit from this expertise
to strengthen its own preventive
and response strategies.

Duringa visit to the National
Facility for Earthquake Engineer-
ing Simulation at Tianjin Univer-
sity, PM Shehbaz Sharif was
briefed on state-of-the-art tech-
nologies, including medical res-
cue vehicles and disaster-pre-
paredness_systems.

He said adopting such inno-
vations would enable Pakistan to

of bilateral collaboralmn
Shehbaz Sharif directed that
projects such as the China-Paki-
stan Joint Lab for Disaster and
Emergency Medicine and the In-
ternational Medical Cooperation
Center be made more functional.
He stressed that the scope
of cooperation should be ex-
panded under the Belt and Road
Imtmhve to enhance resilience
against future disasters.
Pakistan Floods 2025: LIVE
Updates The premier also re-

viewed Pakistan’s ongoing flood
relief efforts, noting that addi-
tional convoys of supplies have
been dispatched to Narowal,
Sialkot, Wazirabad, Hafizabad,
Chiniot, and Jhang, to be deli:
ered through the Provincial Disas
ter Management Authority
(PDMA).

PM Shehbaz Sharif NDMA
to maintain close coordination
with Punjab authorities and en-
sure uninterrupted relief opera-
tions.  Reaffirming  his
government’s commitment,
Shehbaz Sharif said that compre-
hensive relief and rehabilitation
measures will continue until af-
fected families are fully supported.

Punjab CM hails 'biggest' rescue efforts as
evacuations continue in flood-hit districts

LAHORE (INP): Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif
has said that the province is fac-
ing “the biggest evacuation and

rescue operation in our his-
tory” as heavy floods continue
to affect large parts of the prov-
ince.

More than 600,000 people
and around 450,000 animals have
so far been evacuated from sub-
mergedareas. T

he chief minister visited the
Provincial Disaster Management
Authority (PDMA) headquarters
in Lahore, where she was briefed
by officials on the evolving flood

Punjab also joined the session
video link. CM Maryam was as-
sured that medical assistance,
food and temporary shelters were
being provided to flood victims
across affected districts

crisis not seen in decades, wors-
ened by continuous monsoon
rainfall and water flows entering
Pakistan after spillways were
opened across the border in In
dia. “Our rivers are overflowing,”
she said, adding that a five-tier
response plan had been activated

Balochistan Government Orders Suspension of 3G/
4G Internet Services on August 30 and September 6

aseem Shah:

QUETTA: The Balochistan gov-
ernment has directed the suspen-
sion of 3G and 4G mobile internet
services across the province on
August 30 and September 6, 2025,
citing security threats and law
and order concerns.

According to an official no-
tification issued by the Home
Department, the decision has
been taken in light of “peculiar
law and order situations and ex-
isting threat alerts.” Internet ser-
vices will remain jammed through-
out the province on the men-
tioned dates to avoid any poten-
tial untoward incidents.

The blanket shutdown, how-
ever, is expected to create severe
challenges for the public. Stu-
dents preparing for examinations,
businessmen relying on digital
transactions, and freelancers
working online will all be affected.
Consumers from different walks
of life, including journalists and
healthcare ionals, have

The Balochistan gowsrnment
rected the suspension of 36 and

damming thrmughout province on
‘septein dates.

Balochistan Government Orders
Suspension of 3G/4G Internet Services
on August 30 and September 6

also expressed concerns over the
disruption, stressing that the sus-
pension of internet hampers edu-
cation, trade, and essential com-
munication.

Critics argue that while se-
curity is a legitimate priority, re-
peated internet shutdowns in

Balochistan deepen the digital
divide and isolate the province
further from the rest of the coun-
try. They have urged the govern-
‘ment to adopt more balanced mea-
sures that ensure both public
safety and uninterrupted connec-
tivity.

U '\lHS]\lccChnncclhr l’ml Tkram Din Uuan distributes cer-|
nference” at L

the top prior-
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Maryam said timely evacu-
ations had prevented an even
greater tragedy.
“Containing this level of
flooding with all resources was
not humanly possible, but our
officials responded promptly,”
she said. Over 600,000 people
have already been moved to safe
zones while livestock has been
relocated on barges and through
veterinary camps

stricts currently under se-

vere threat include Jhang,
Muzaffargarh, Multan and Okara.
Authorities have been instructed
to ensure their preparednes:
“airtight” and to continue mov-
ing people and animals away
from floodplains.

The Punjab CM directed of-
ficials to set up tent villages, use
school buildings as shelters, and
ensure mobile bathrooms and
segregated facilities for families.
“Our people should not have to
call us in distress — our field for-
mations must know the ground
reality of every street and every
village,” she s

Mobile clinics and “Clinics
on Wheels” have been dis-
patched to provide medicines,
vaccines and antidotes in flood
zones. Relief operations e also

distributing both cooked meals
and dry rations to affected fami-
lies, along with fodder and water
for animals.

So far, 511 relief camps and
351 medical camps have been set
up across the province, with 321
veterinary centres established for
cattle treatment. PDMA officials
reported that at least 30 people
have died due to drowning, while
lightning strikes in Lahore caused
twoadditional fatalities.

Rescue 1122 said it has
evacuated 92,844 people from riv-
erside settlements, including over
20,000 from Bahawalpur and thou-

trained scouts are operating
across Punjab. Punjab Police have
deployed 15,000 personnel, who
have so far rescued more than
38,000 men, 27,000 women and
25,000 children. They also moved
over 82,000 cattle to safer ground.

Meanwhile, PDMA has
warned that a powerful flood wave
of up to 700,000 cusecs could
reach Multan in the coming hours,
where controlled breaches may be
needed to save the city. Flood lev-
els remain high in the Sutlej, Ravi
and Chenab rivers, with hundreds

of villages already submerged.
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SUKKUR: Chief Minister Sindh Syed Murad Ali Shah taking to media during his|

visit to Sukkur Barrage.

Floods rip through 2,300 villages, death
toll climbs to 33 in Punjab

LAHORE (INP): As manyas 2,300
villages have been flooded, crops
grown over millions of acres of
land have been destroyed while
over 1.5 million people have been
affected due to the floods that
have wreaked havoc from Sialkot
to Lahore, Kasur to

Bahawalnagar and Gujrat to
JThang.

On the other hand, the death
toll from floods has risen to 33,
while over 600,000 people have
been evacuated; thousands of
cattle

have perished; the road con-
nection between villages and cit-
ies has been severed and internet
services have been suspended.

As manyas 180 villages have
been flooded while crops grown
over hundreds of acres of land
have been destroyed after the
River Chenab burst its banks in
JThang. People stuck in floodwa-
ters were shifted to safe locations

on boats.

The water flow at Head
Trimmun has risen to 260,000
cusecs while the river wi
high flood at Head Khanki and
Qadirabad till last reports came
in.

Water from the River Ravi
entered 140 villages in tehsil
Shujaabad of Multan, while the
river was in extremely high flood
at Head Baloki and Chichawatni
till last reports came in.

On the other hand, the wa-
ter level in the river at Jasarr has
again started rising.

Provincial Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (PDMA) Punjab
Director-General Irfan Ali Kathia
on Sunday said that over 2 mil-
lion people were badly affected
and 33 lost their lives due to
floods in Punjab.

Talking with the media, Irfan
Al Kathia said that “currently we
are focused on saving the pre-

cious lives of the people in flood-
affected areas.”

He said that three rivers in
Punjab are facing a flood situa-
tion.

The flow of floodwater at
Head Trimmu reached 361,633
cusecs.

Irfan Ali Kathia revealed that
a decrease was recorded in flood-
water in the River Sutlej at Kasur.
He said that PDMA is conduct-
ing the biggest rescue operation
in the history of Punjab.

The PDM. 3 said that the
best care and facilities are being
provided to people in flood relief
camps. Irfan Ali Kathia said, “The
drainage of floodwater will take
time as rains have already started
in Punjab.”

The DG said that due to the
rains, we have to tackle urban
flooding. Irfan Ali Kathia said that
about 2200 villages were badly
affected due to floods.




