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Afghamstan Earthquake
Kills Over 800, Leaves
Thousands Homeless in
Kunar and Nangarhar
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PM Shehbaz raises Indus Waters
Treaty issue at SCO, calls for
dialogue on all outstanding disputes

NEWS DESK:Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Monday raised the
Indus Waters Treaty
(IWT) issue at the
Shanghai oopcrauon
Organisation’s (SCO)
summit in China and
called for a “structural™
dialogue on all outstand-
ing disputes.

PM Shehbaz arrived
in China on Saturday to
attend the SCO Council
of Heads of State (CHS)
summit held from Au-
gust 31 to September 1.
Besides Pakistan, the
SCO comprises China,
India, Russia, Iran,
Kazakhstan
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Uzbekistan and Belarus.
Another 16 countries are
affiliated as observers or
“dialogue partners”.

“We respect all in-
ternational and bilateral
treaties and expect simi-
lar principles to be fol-
lowed by all SCO mem-
bers,” PM Shehbaz said
at the summit today, in

an apparent reference to
fellow SCOmember India
and its unilateral move
to hold the IWT in abey-
ance in April.
“Uninterrupted ac-
cess to due share of wa-
ter as per existing trea-
ties among SCO members
will strengthen the SCO
working smoothly and
will support the achieve-
ment of broader goals for
which the SCO was es-
tablished,” he stressed
at the summit in China’s

tence” in the case, stat-
ing that India cannot
unilaterally hold the
treaty in abeyance.

At the SCO summit,
PM Shehbaz called for a
“comprehensive and
structural dialogue to
discuss all ou(s(andmg
disputes”, adding: “I will
request your con: dcr-
ation to lead this
logue under your saga-
cious leadership so that
they can have its divi-
dends as early.

anjin.
IWT in abeyance follow-
ing the April 22 attack in
occupied Kashmir’s
Pahalgam that killed 26
an incident New Delhi
blamed on Islamabad
without evidence. Paki-
stan termed any attempt
to suspend its water
share an “act of war”.
Earlier this month,
the Permanent Court of
Arbitration (PCA) in The
Hague issued a “Supple-
‘mental Award of Compe-

ported. whelmed with the in-
Hundreds of homes
built with mud and weak
concrete collapsed, leav-
ing thousands without
shelter.
Interior Minister
Sirajuddin Haqgani has
directed local authorities

ern Afghanistan late
Sunday night, killing
more than 800 people
and leaving over 1,500
others injured, officials
confirmed on Monday.
The 6.0-magnitude
quake, which shook
Kunar and Nangarhar

eastern Afghdmslan
killed at least 1,000
people and injured over
3,000, marking the dead-
liest quake in two de-
cades.

As rescue opera-
tions continue, humani-

E.

ed.

Afghanistan lies on
multiple seismic fault
lines where the Indian
and Eurasian tectonic
plates meet, making it
one of the most earth-
quake-prone countries in

provinces near mid- and security forces to  Asia. tarian agencies are warn-
night, caused wide- immediately reach the Experts say the shal-  ing of further hardship
spread devastation. affected districts and low depth of the for survivors who now
Kunar was the hard speed up rescue and re-  tremor—less than eight ~ face homelessness, lack

lief Emer-
gency teams are strug-
gling to recover survi-

of medical care, and the
urgent need for food and
clean water.

hit, with at least 610 fa
talities and 1,300 injured,

the destruction.
The country has

Floods continue to wreak havoc
across Punjab, death toll rises to 41

NEWS DESK: Punjab is
grappling with the worst
flooding in its history,
with death toll rises to 41
‘while more than 2.4 mil-
lion people affected and
thousands of villages in-
undated, according to
the Provincial Disaster

according to the Minis: Authority
< 5 R (PDMA). )
Balochistan High Court Issues Notice on v

Extension of Green Bus Service Route
to Saryab Customs Check Post

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: The
Balochistan High Court
has issued notices to
the provincial and re-
gional transport au-
thorities regarding the
extension of the Green
Bus Service route from
the University of
Balochistan to the
Saryab Customs
Check Post.

A two-member
bench  comprising
ChiefJustice Rozi Khan
Bareech and Justice
Sardar Ahmed Halimi
heard the constitutional
petition filed by Advo-
cate Syed Nazir Agha.
The petitioner argued
that currently, the
Green Bus Service

counsel stressed that
access to affordable
and reliable public
transport is a basic
right of citizens. Tak-
ing notice of the mat-
ter, the court sum-
moned the Secretaries

Post and the University
of Balochistan, while a
large number of low-
income residents living
beyond the university
up to the Saryab Cus-
toms Check Post re-
main deprived of this

and the Regional
Transport Authority on
September 4, 2025, to
explain why the route
has not yet been ex-
tended to Saryab Cus-
toms.

Further hearing of

the case is scheduled
for September 4, 2025.

of the Provincial
Transport Authority

essential facility.

only operates between
The petitioner’s

oper:
Baleli Customs Check

Monday that heavy
monsoon rains and ris-
ing river levels have in-
undated at least 3,100
villages and nearly 2,900
hamlets across the prov-
ince.

He said rescue
agencies are conducting
the largest operation in
history, with more than
900,000 residents have
so far been evacuated to
safer locations. Flood-
waters have also forced
the shifting of over
600,000 livestock. The
provincial livestock de-
partment has provided
feed and shelter for the
animals. Authorities
have established 390 re-
lief camps to house dis-
placed families.

Kathia mentioned
that no new surge has
entered Pakistan from
India through Head
Marala, although heavy
rainfall continues to
push water levels higher
in various tributaries. At
Nullah Leh in
Rawalpindi, flood levels

reached 19 feet at
Katarian Bridge follow-
ing fresh downpours.

Authorities briefed
the chief minister at
Head Trimmu, mention-
ing that controlled
breaches have been car-
ried out in some areas
including Rewas Bridge

to lessen the pressure
on flood-hit districts in-
cluding Jhang.

It is expected that
water from the Chenab
will reach Multan on
Tuesday, combining
with inflows from the
Ravi. At Sadhnai, a ma-
jor flood surge could re-
quire a breach near
Safora overnight, poten-
tially affecting 14 vil-

d 17,000 acres of

Si
Muhammadwala could
sce flows of up to
650,000 cusecs, with of-
ficials warning that as

manyas 16 villages may
be impacted if breaching

becomes necessary.

Looking ahead,
PDMA estimates that
flows at Panjnad are now
expected to peak on
Septembert 5, though at
lower levels than earlier
forecast. Water from the
Sutlej continues to move
towards Suleimanki and
Head Islam.

“Rescue teams are
working tirelessly, and
despite the widespread
damage, timely measures
have prevented higher
casualties,” Kathia sai

For now, officials
say they are bracing for
two more days of mon-
soon rain across the
province, which could
complicate relief efforts
and add to the swelling
rivers.

ing Jhang, Sahiwal, Toba
Tek Singh, Okara,
Multan, Pakpattan,
Bahawalnagar, Vehari,
and Bahawalpur.

By late tonight, the
Chenab River is ex-
pected to witness its
largest historic flood of
900,000 cusecs. Addi-
tionally, floodwaters
from the Ravi River are
expected to merge into
the Chenab tonight.

Severe flooding is
reported at Trimmu,
Balloki, Sulemanki, and
Ganda Sln@]Wala while
medium-level flooding
affects Khanki,
Qadirabad, and
Shahdara.

Water levels in the
Chenab River have be-
gun rising at Head
Muhammad Wala, with
the flow now surpassing
200,000 cusecs. Over the
next 24 hours, a flood
surge of 480,000 cusecs
is expected to hit Head
Muhammad. At Head
Trimmu, water discharge
has reached up to
550,000 cusecs.

In Rajanpur, the
protective embankment
of Samti village broke
due to the flood surge,
and water has rapidly in-
undated nearby villages
and fish farms. The
floodwaters coming from
Jhang have begun en-
ulfing all settlements in
the Jawana Bangla area
of Muzaffargarh.

Punjab Senior Min-
ister Maryam Aurangzeb
sounded the alarm as
unprecedented flooding
in the Chenab, Jhelum,
and Ravi rivers threat-
ened 11 districts, includ-

UNICEF, Balochistan CM Discuss Health, Education, and
Polio Eradication Initiatives

Qaseem Shah:

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti met UNICEF’s Country Represen-
tative in Pakistan, Pernille Ironside, at the Chief
Minister’s House in Quetta on Monday. The
meeung focused on s(renglhenmg collaboration
in polio eradication, routine immunization, edu-
cation, and public health.

During the discussion, both sides agreed that
effective coordination and integrated strategies
are essential to ensure long-term public welfare.
UNICEF also offered specialized training pro-
grams to enhance the technical capacity of
Balochistan’s health department staff.

Chief Minister Bugti highlighted the provin-
cial government’s ongoing reforms in health and
education. He said that extraordinary resources
have been allocated to strengthen the primary
healthcare system, improve routine immuniza-
tion campaigns, and accelerate the fight against

olio.
P He noted that the government is rapidly hir-
ing staff on a contract basis to address short-
ages in the health and education sectors, ensur-
ing that communities at the grassroots level have
access to essential services. The Chief Minister
added that over the past year, 3,200 previously

closed schools have been reopened, while 1,200
new community schools are planned for this
ear.

“By the end of this year, no school in
Balochistan will remain closed,” he vowed. Bugti
also shared that the provincial government is
closely monitoring potential flood threats in dis-
tricts bordering Sindh and has finalized precau-
tionary measures to minimize risks to local popu-
lations.

On women’s empowerment, he announced
the establishment of the province’s first Women

Empowerment Fund,|
which aims to promote female participation in
the economy and foster self-reliance among
women.

The Chief Minister appreciated UNICEF’s
ongoing support in health, education, and child
welfare, emphasizing that international partner-
ships are making development projects in
Balochistan more sustainable and impactful.

UNICEF Country Representative Pernille
Ironside reaffirmed the organization’s commit-
ment to working with the Balochistan govern-
ment. She stressed that improving children’s
education, health, and protection remains
UNICEF’s top priorily in the province.
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Balochistan’s Climate Fund — A
Lifeline Against Growing Disasters

Editorial:

ties, and deepens pov-

agement and environ-

Balochistan has taken a erty. mental governance,
historic and timely step Stop Deforestation  should be a top priority.
by establishing its first- The Climate Fund,if ~ The provincial

ever Climate Fund,
move that signals the
province’s recognition of
the existential threat
posed by global warm-
ing and climate change.
In his recent meeting
with British High Com-
missioner Jane Marriott,
Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti rightly un-
derscored the urgency
of mobilizing resources
to safeguard commui
ties from natural calami-
ties that are growing in
frequency and intensity.
Floods In Bunair

The tragic flash
ﬂcode in the Bunair area
Khyber

Pukhluonkhwd this
month, which claimed
precious human lives,
are a grim reminder of
Pakistan’s extreme vul-
nerability. The province
sits on a fragile ecologi-
cal and seismic zone —

S

lions.

resilience

resources

implemented transpar-
ently and effectively,
has the potential to be-
come a lifeline for mil-

It can provide the
financial base for disas-
ter preparedness,
warning systems, refor,
estation, water manage-
ment, and community

Equally important, it can
build trust between the
government and people
by showing that saved

14 billion curtailed from
non-developmental ex-
penditures — are being  become
invested in protecting
lives and livelihoods.
The Battle Cannot Be
Fought
However, climate
change is not a battle
that Balochistan can
fight alone. Partnerships
with international allies,

government’s commit-
ment to reforms in gov-
ernance, education, and
healthcare is commend-
able, but the climate
emergency must remain
at the center of its devel-
opment agenda. Without
climate resilience, all
other reforms risk being
washed away by the next
flood or crippled by the
next drought.

Balochistan has
shown leadership by
creating this Climate
Fund.

The next step is to
ensure that it does not
another
underutilized policy ini-
tiative. Effective monitor-
ing, independent over-
sight, and community in-
volvement will be key to
making it a success.

In the face of global
warming, every delay
carries a cost in human

early

projects.

like the Rs.

lone

prone not only to floods  suchas the United King-  lives and economic sta-
but also to recurring dom, are essential in  bility. The Chief Minister
droughts, earthquakes, ~ bringing technical exper- must now take all pos-

and the looming threat of
desertification. Each di-
saster further strains an

tise,

innovative solu-
tions, and funding
port. Training local in:

sible steps to translate
the promise of the Cli-
mate Fund into tangible

already fragile infrastruc- tutions, particularly in protections for the
ture, displaces communi- areas like disaster man- people of Balochistan.
DrMuhammad Ali Ehsan:

SCO Summit and the geopolitical
road ahead

Thc 25th SCO Summit is scheduled
to be held in Tianjin, China, from Au-
gust 31 to September 1, 2025. This
much-awaited summit needs to be
seen in the context of not only what
China is doing but also the geopoliti-
cal alignment that India might be seek-
ing. The last time PM Modi of India
attended an SCO summit in person
was in 2022. The 2023 SCO Heads of
State Summit was held virtually, with
PM Modi chairing it.

One of the reasons that brings
Modi back to SCO and most impor-
tantly, to China, the host country, is
the 50% tariff snub it got from Presi-
dent Trump. India considered this
American act as unjust and irrespon-
sible. Unjust because China s the larg-
est importer of Russian oil, yet it is
not sanctioned, but India was. So the
diplomatic response by India was in
line with how it chose to serve its na-
tional interest. We will not be told
whom we can buy from and from whom
we cannot, said India, thus laying the
ground for seeking strategic au-
tonomy. Modi heads to China, under-
standing the geopolitical weight of the
SCO. If India won't export to the US, it
will seek alternative markets of the
SCO and BRICs as well as access to
their resources and the energy re-
serves.

India's refusal to join BRI is based
on the fact that such an action would
undermine its sovereignty. CPEC is
the flagship project of BRI, and India
fears that joining BRI might legitimise
Pakistan's claim over the disputed
Kashmir territory that India claims and
Pakistan holds. If India is seeking a
broad geopolitical alignment, which
means mending its relations with
China despite the territorial and land
disputes with it, then the circle of this
broad geopolitical alignment will not
be complete unless India considers
mending its relations with Pakistan as
well. Events shape geopolitical trends.
The upcoming Head of States SCO
Summit is one such event that will
definitely contribute to accelerating
the geopolitical trend of the demise of
American primacy. This SCO summit
is unique in the sense that twenty
countries are participating in it — the
largest number to have ever partici-
pated in an SCO summit. This is the
beginning, and with every subsequent
year, the number of countries attend-
ing may rise. Both SCO and BRICS
and their membership are likely to be-
come bigger and larger as their attrac-
tive economies suck in more and more
countries of the Global South.

There is this old quote that a com-
mon enemy brings the adversaries
together. In the changing geopolitical
structure of the world, the US is likely
to stand out not as the common en-
emy but as a losing global hegemon
that may be left stranded because it
fails to get its act together. Already,
SCO and BRICs together hold 35% of
the total share of the global output,
which is 8% more than the 27% of the
same output that G-7 countries hold.

Global North was considered the
core, and Global South was the gap.
But given this difference in share of
the global output by the countries of
the Global South, the rich core of the
global economy seems to be gradu-
ally shifting towards the Global South.

Demographically as well, the US rep-
resents 4.5% of the world's popula-
tion while China, Russia and India
combined represent almost 40% of the
world's population. What SCO and
BRICS member countries can initiate
as a geopolitical trend is similar to a
geopolitical trend that the US initiated
after World War IL.

Within a week of the Allied forces
victory, the US cancelled its Land-
Lease Program for Britain and replaced
it with a loan on commercial terms that
Britain could not afford. The US ac-
tion clearly suggested that a rising
power was capitalising on the demise
and loss of status of a declining
power. Whatever indignity was left for
Britain to suffer, as a declining power,
was completed when, in 1956, the
Anglo-French invasion was under-
taken to retake the Suez Canal, which
was nationalised by Egyptian Presi-
dent Gamal Abdel Nasser. President
Eisenhower of the US didn't like
Britain's idea of undertaking the inva-
sion of a strategically important zone
without prior consultation. Britain's
global aspirations ended when it was
forced to withdraw its forces. Post
Suez Canal withdrawal, the geopoliti-
cal trend of Britain's decline and de-
mise as a great power reached its cul-
‘minating point.

Currently, there is no Land-Lease
agreement between the existing three
great powers and India as a rising
power. What the major powers in SCO
and BRICS can do is understand that
there can be differences but not dis-
putes, that there can be competition
but not conflict. The US Achilles heel
is based on misunderstanding this
concept. It has become too powerful

sist the temptation of projecting
ower in all the negative ways. In-
dia is the only country in the world
that has been subjected to 50% tar-
iffs, which is an act that is both hu-
miliating and provocative. By impos-
ing huge tariffs on India, all that the
US has done is push India into the
Russo-Sino orbit. Two days after the
end of the SCO summit, China cel-
ebrates its victory over J; apan ina vic-
tory day parade. There i Modi-
Putin Summit scheduled in ]ndu later
this year. India will also act as the host
nation for BRICS in 2026. So, there are
many opportunities for one-on-one
meetings between these leaders of the
Global South. As the world travels
down the geopolitical road, the US
stands out as a great power that is a
borrower and under $35 trillion in debt,
which is way more than the annual
output of its goods and services. The
tariffs and the sanctions that it has
imposed is already bringing together
60% of the world's population that
holds 38% of the world's GDP. The
world is witnessing a change. The
SCO Summit and similar events show-
case that change. It is not only the
aspiration for change but also how that
change is brought about, which is
more important. No change can be
brought about unless the leaders of
great powers create conditions for that
change to be put into practice. Under
the changing geopolitical conditions,
the onus lies with India not only to
mend its ways with China butalso with
Pakistan. If this is done, the road
ahead can only be one of regional
peace and prosperity.

Gaza’s
obituary

‘AS much of Gaza and its
inhabitants now sleep
forever under the rubble
of what used to be
homes, it is time for
people around the world
to write their obituaries.
Typically, an obituary is
anote of remembrance,
a tender act of affection
where the living pay trib-
ute to their deceased
loved ones. But Gaza’s
obituary cannot be writ-
ten like other obituaries.
The obituary of Gaza is
not of a person, but of
dreams, ambitions and
independence. Gaza’s
obituary does not only
mourn the death of
people but alsothe death
of humanity, the burial
of international law and
the demise of the con-
science of the world.

Traditionally, an
obituary starts with iden-
tifying the deceased,
théir name, their age,
their place of belonging,
their moment of passing.
In Gaza, however, to
name the dead is impos-
sible, for every day
starts with the sound of
life giving way to death
and ends with death tak-
ingmore of the grief- and
hunger-stricken with it.
To speak of age is futile,
for the earth now cradles
infants who had yet to
feel the embrace of their
mothers, children clutch-
ing toys, students hold-
ing books, mothers with
unborn babies who had
yet to see the world, fa-
thers who buried their
children, and elders who
once championed the
stories of Muslim unity.
Time itselfhas collapsed
in Gaza; the unmarked
graves house the young
and old alike, all of them
becoming examples of
Isracl’s naked aggres-
sion.

Post identification,
an obituary speaks of
what the departed loved
and what their legacy
would be. For Gaza and
its people, what they
loved was life and the
basic liberties which life
is supposed to bring
the moistness of their
olives, the bustle of the
sea, a freshly caught
fish, the laughter of chil-
dren in alleyways and
their defiant refusal to
bow to despair. Whnt
they valued wi
adorned but dlgmf‘cd

BySyed Sheheryar
Raza Zaidi:

Mass ecocide
TWO recent, seemingly
disparate incidents
throw sharp light on
Pakistan’s relationship
with residential real es-
tate. The first was the
purported legal (and po-
litical) troubles of Bahria
Town, which culminated
in a message from its
founder stating that in-
solvency and opera-
tional breakdown in its
residential schemes were
fast approaching.

The second inci-
dent occurred during the
recent flooding of the
eastern rivers in Punjab.
When water levels rose
downstream from Jassar

and Shahdara, a large
number of residential
streets in Park View City,

a housing project
built almost on the Ravi
riverbed in south-west-
ern Lahore, were inun-
dated and had to be
evacuated.

The cause for both
incidents is consider-
ably different — palace
intrigue and political
machinations in the first,
and nature colliding with
human hubris and greed
in the secon

Yet lhcy elicited
similar types of discus-
sion.

In both incidents,
the fate of residents was
asubject of much hand-
wringing and concern.

The key debate is
on the extent of middle-
class complicity in en-
couraging destructive
patterns of real estate
development in Paki-
stan.

In both examples,
some people consider
insolvency and opera-
tional breakdown, or
devastation at the hands
of nature, as poetic jus-
tice.

By Umair
Javed:

Quetta: Contaminated water posing a
serious threat to human health

Fresh and clean water

is an essential part of
human life. It stands sec-
ond to the air for the ex-
istence of all human be-
ings and it is now a com-
monly known fact that
groundwater quality is
as important as its quan-
tity. Balochistan is be-
coming the fast water-
scarce province of the
country particularly in
urban areas including
the Quetta sub-basin
where 90% of the drink-
ing water is utilized from
groundwater. Ground-
water quality has a direct
impact on the health and
welfare of the inhabitants
therefore fresh and clean
water supply need to be
prioritized.

Drinking water must
be free from pathogenic

organisms
Water from any
source must suit the pur-
pose for which it is in-
tended whereas, drink-
ing water must be free
from pathogenic organ-
isms and its chemical and
physical qualities must
also be suitable for hu-
man_consumption. Ac-
cordingly, groundwater
contamination is ap-
proximately constantly
the consequence of hu-
‘man activities.
Accordingly, the
(Coliforms and E. Coli)
are those bacteria that
originate from wastes
and intestines of animals
and signal contamination
in drinking water during
testing. A recent report of
the Irrigation Depart-
ment indicates that the
high rate of Coliform and

E. Coli bacteria was
found in the water of
Quetta which signals
contaminations in the
drinking water that may
affect human health and
cause severe illness, as
such gastrointestinal,
vomiting, cramps, diar-
rhea, muscle aches, and
headache.

However, anyone
can get sick from drink-
ing contaminated water
but children, the elderly,
and people with weak
immune systems are at a
higher risk of the harm-
ful effects.

Contaminated water
in Quetta affecting hu-
man health

On the basis of ana-
lyzed water quality data
the areas of Mariabad,
Shaldara Kasi Road,
Pashtoonabad,

Gowalmandi, Sirki Road
satellite town, Takhtani
Bypass, airport road,
Western bypass,
Barwary road Mosa
Colony, Spini road, Joint
Road,

Raisani  Road,
Sariab road DG WAPDA
office, Gahi Khan Chowk,
Sariab Railway Station
where the water Quality
is declared unsafe due to
high concentration of
Coliform and E. coli as
such the analyzed valuc
are high than the perm
sible limits of the WHO.

The drinking water
in these areas is found
objectionable and unsafe
for drinking purposes on
the basis of bacteriologi-
cal contamination.

Abdul Razzaq
Khilji:

What holds Pakistan back?

P/\KISTAN is one of

the most over-diag-
nosed countries in the
world. It has long been
apparent what needs to
be done for the country
to achieve its promising
potential. Its problems
are well known. So are
its solutions. But why
have these solutions
never been applied?
Why has little been
done to address the
structural problems?
Why have much-
nccdcd economic, edu-
cational and institu-
tional reforms never
been implemented?
‘What is the impediment?

What holds Pakistan
back? What blocks mean-
ingful progress? Two
words may answer these
questions. Elite capture.
Elite control of state
power and of much of the
country’s  resources
which enable overlap-
ping elites to influence
governance, politics and
the economy as well as
receive unwarranted
benefits from such con-
trol — all at the expense
of the public and with-
out its consent.
Anarrow, oligarchic
clite has dominated the
country’s politics and
protected its interests
with scant regard for so-

cietal welfare. Afew hun-
dred families have domi-
nated virtually all of
Pakistan’s legislatures,
including the present
ones, maintaining their
grip on power through
generations. Dynastic
politics is emblematic of
this. Partyand electoral
politics continues to be
dominated by wealthy
families, clans and net-
works of regional and
local “influentials’. Even
those from non-elite
backgrounds are co-
opted into elite culture.
This has remained
largely unchanged de-
spite economic and so-
cial changes of recent

decades that have
gradually been trans-
forming the national
landscape.  These
changes include greater
urbanisation, rise of a
larger middle class, shift
in the economic centre
of gravity from the coun-
tryside to urban centres,
emergence of a diverse
civil society and a more
‘connected” and i
formed citizenry, thanks
to the spread of technol-
ogy. But politics and the
political system have
vet to be aligned with
Such changes.

ByMalecha
Lodhi:

Why allegations alone will not cleanse

Dcfcncc Minister

Khawaja Asifs recent
allegations against bu-
reaucrats holding for-
eign citizenship and
amassing billions in cor-
ruption have reignited a
national debate on gov-
ernance, integrity and
the state's willingness
to clean its own house.
These charges surfaced
after the arrest of an Ad-
ditional Deputy Com-
‘missioner (ADC), report-

edly close to the minis-
ter, who was accused of
mllmlddlmg a business
tycoon and possessing
illicit wealth. While this
arrest has grabbed head-
lines, it represents only
the tip of the iceberg.
What makes these
revelations particularly
alarming is the apparent
contradiction in the
‘government's own narra-
tive. On one hand, it as-
serts that all appoint-
‘ments are made strictly

on merit after thorough

governance

These instances are
not random

On the other, individu-
als accused of grave
misconduct not only
survive but thrive in the
system, holding cov-
eted positions and shap-
ing policy. Today, the
economy and appoint-
‘ment powers are largely
in the hands of a hand-
ful of retired bureau-
crats, some of whom
have faced trial under
NAB laws.

but manifestations of
systemic rot. A senior
serving officer is even
accused of sponsoring a
restaurant in clear viola-
tion of environmental
laws, yet remains en-
trenched in the system.
Such realities expose the
chasm between the
rhetoric of reform.

By Faisal
Bari:

CoME sepember,

campuses around the
world stir into action,
ready for months of in-
sight and inquiry. But
the calibre of these is
becoming more tenuous
as academic freedom
worldwide faces mount-
ing threats. Pakistanis
are sadly very familiar
with the suppression of
academic freedoms, but
the global trend has
troubling implications
closer to home too.

A new working pa-
per by Harvard
University’s Pippa
Norris documents the
growing threats to aca-
demic freedoms, defined
as the ability of scholars
to be free to research,
publish and teach with”
out external interference
or constraints, and be
free to fund research,
recruit and engage in
public-facing activit
without undue censor-

Lost freedom

ship.

Norris analyses
data from the Academic
Freedom Index to con-
clude that academic free-
dom has eroded in 22

countries home to
over half the world’s
population — in the first

quarter of the 21st cen-
tury, while improving in
oniy five (including, in-
terestingly, Kenya and
Iraq). She also points out
that it is not just external
factors such as funding
cuts or legal pressure
that are undermining
academic freedom, but
also a growing tendency
among academics to self-
censor in the face of aca-
demic homogeneity,
groupthink, and the fear
of being disadvantaged
for having a contrarian
argument. The chal-
lenge o academic free-
dom is gaining attention
because of the dramatic
news from campuses
across the US. Norris

cites the American As-
sociation of University
Professors, which re-
ports 57 bills in 23 states
“seeking to limit the au-
tonomy or public col-
leges and universities
by prohibiting or ban-
ning the content of syl-
labi, empowering parti-
san appointments on
managing boards, and
restricting freedom to
learn, teach and conduct
research”. The world is
becoming accustomed
to the varying forms of
academic suppression
in the US, from the
clampdown on pro-Pal-
estinian voices to book
bans, the blocking of
funding for research on
topics such as climate
change, and even the
deportation of i mlcmd»
tional students
demic suppression indi-
cates democratic de-
cline. While depressing,
the US onslaught on
academic freedom is not

unprecedented. As early
as 1972, then US pres
dent Richard Nixon was
reminding  Henry
Kissinger that “profes-
sors are the enemy”. The
erosion of academic free-
domaligns with any form
of democratic backslid-
ing and the rise of popu-
lst, right-wing politics
and is evident in coun-
tries as diverse as the
US, Turkiye, Poland,
Egypt and Nicaragua.

The alignment be-
tween rising
authoritarianism and
suppressed speech and
academic freedom was
forecast by John Stuart
Mill in the 19th century:
“To refuse a hearing io
an opinion, because
they are sure that it is
false, is to assume that
their certainty is the
same thing as absolute
certainty.

ByHuma
Yusuf:

Global warming: the situation is worse
than generally believed

This has been an un-

usual summer for many
parts of the world. High
temperatures and
droughts have affected
most of the American
west. There were wide-
spread fires that burnt

“alifornia, Oregon and
Washington states. Fires
also burnt the forests on
Canada's border with the
United States. The
smoke produced by the
fires was visible in cities
as far south as Washing-
ton, the American capi-
tal. There were also fires
in Siberia. Heavyrains in
India's western states
resulted in floods.
Heavy rains also af-
fected Pakistan.

This has now be-
come a regular feature of
the weather pattern in
Pakistan. This time

around there were prop-
erty damage and deaths
in Chakwal, a city south-
east of Pakistan. Heavy
rains in the hills that
overlook the city
brought landslides that
destroyed many houses
and killed scores of
people. There were also
heavy rains in central
China which caused de-
structive floods. The ice
shield in Antarctica be-
gan to melt at a faster
rate than had been ex-
pected. The reason why
these and other weather
events were occurring
was provided by the lat-
est report issued by a
high-powered panel of
scientists that has been
keeping a watch on the
way global weather is
changing. The body, the
Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change
(IPCC), issued its latest

report on August 9,
2021, describing how
human action had al-
tered global environ-
ment at an "unprec-
edented pace”. But first
a few words about the
panel, its creation, and
the work it does.

The IPCC is an in-
tergovernmental body
of the United Nations
that was set up in 1988
"to provide govern-
ments at all levels with
scientific information
that they can use to de-
velop climate policies".
The World Meteoro-
logical Organization
(WMO) and the United
Nations Environment
Program (UNEP) set up
the IPCC and headquar-
tered it in Geneva, the
Swiss city that was the
home for several other
international bodies.
The IPCC informs gov-

ernments about the state
of knowledge of climate
change. It does this by
examining all the rel-
evant scientific literature
about climate change. It
also covers possible re-

able to the policymakers
in the most affected
countries.

The organisation
does not conduct its
own research. Thou-
sands of scientists and
other experts volunteer
to review the IPCC pub-
lications. They compile
key findings into "As-
sessment Reports" for
policymakers and the
general public. Leading
climate scientists and all
member governments
endorse the IPCC's find-
ings.

By Shahi
Javed Burki:
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Punjab Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz visits

flood-hit Jhang district

were excited to find she said that an ex-
Maryam in their midst traordinary situation
and chanted slogans in  was created following
her support. The chief the release of water
minister also took a by India into the riv-
little girl into her lap, ers of Punjab.
while an elderly However, she
woman prayed for claimed that due to
her. the timely action taken
Also on Monday, by the Punjab govern-
Punjab Information ment, there were
Minister Azma fewer losses.
Bukhari said that ex- “Sahiwal, Jhang,
perts had called the Multan and other ar-
ongoing floods in the eas are on high alert,”
country ‘super floods’. she said, adding,
Addressing a press “Around 2,200 to
conference in Lahore, 2,500 villages have

JHANG

(INP):
Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz on
Monday visited Jhang
to monitor the relie
and rescue activities
being carried out in
the district for the
flood-affected people.

She went to the
field hospital close to
a relief camp to in-
quire after the sick
and also review the
treatment facilities
being provided there.

The people, gath-
ered on the occasion,

[QUETTA: Chairman Kissan Itthiad Khalid Hussain addressing
at Quetta Press Club (QPC).

been affected by the
floods.”

Azma further said
that besides human
beings, animals, too,
had been shifted to
safer locations.

“India has released
more water into the
River Sutlej; therefore
the next 24 to 48 hours
are important.”

The minister
stated categorically
that the provincial gov-
ernment would not
leave the flood victims
alone.

MULTAN: September 01 - Chairman Senate Yusuf Raza Gillani addressing media persons after
reviewing facilities during his visit to a flood relief camp.

ISLAMABAD
(INP): President Asif
Ali Zardari and Prime
Minister Shehbaz
Sharif have paid
heartfelt tribute to All
Parties Hurriyat Con-
ference founding
leader Syed Ali Gilani
on his fourth martyr-
dom anniversary for
his  unparalleled
struggle for the rights
of oppressed people
of Indian Illegally Oc-
cupied Jammu and

a press conferences|

THC’s new bench on Dr Aafia
case dissolved

ISLAMABAD ceedings, Dr Fowzia’s Justice Sardar Ejaz
(INP): The lawyer appeared be- Ishaq Khan, who had
Islamabad High fore the court. How- issued contempt of
Court’s (IHC) newly ever, Justice Minhas court notices to the
constituted single- sentthe case file tothe Prime Minister and
member bench hear- Chief Justice of the cabinet members dur-
ing the Dr Aafia IHC Justice Sardar ing the previous hear-
Siddiqui case was dis- Muhammad Sarfraz ing. The hearing, pre-
solved on Monday af- Dogar, observing that sided over by Justice
ter Justice Inaam the matter would be Sardar Ijaz Ishaq
Ameen Minhas re- decided by a larger Khan, was held on a
ferred the matter to bench. Just two days petition filed by Dr.
the Chief Justice for ago, the case had been Fauzia Siddiqui, sister
the formation of a transferred from Jus- of Dr. Aafia Siddiqui,
larger bench. tice Ejaz Ishaq Khan’s  who is currently im-

Justice  Inaam court toJustice Minhas  prisoned in the United
Ameen Minhas took after  the IHC States. Justice Ijaz
up Dr  Fowzia registrar’s office is- Ishaq expressed
Siddiqui’s petition re- sued a new duty ros- strong displeasure
garding her sister’s ter of judges. over the federal
health and repatria- Earlier, the case government’s failure
tion. During the pro- was being heard by to submit a report ex-

Kashmir.

In his message,
the President said
Syed Ali Gilani dedi-
cated his entire life to
the struggle for the
right to self-determi-
nation. He said Indian
oppression and brutal-
ity could not shake his
resolve and courage.

He said Pakistan
will continue to raise
the voice of the

Siddiqui

plaining its refusal to
assist in Dr. Aafia’s
case before a U.S.
court, despite being di-
rected to do so in June.

“If the federal
government’s report is
not presented, I will
summon the entire

Syed Ali Gilani

Kashmiri people at ev-
ery international fo-
rum. He said Indian
tyranny cannot break
the spirit of the
Kashmiri people.

He said the people
of Kashmir must be
granted the right to
self-determination as
per UN resolutions.

In his message,
the Prime Minister said
Syed Ali Gilani's eter-
nal love for Pakistan is
amatter of pride for us
and a symbol of our
deep spiritual and emo-
tional bond with the
Kashmiri people.

He said Syed Ali
Gilani's slogan: We are
Pakistanis. Pakistan is
ours" still resonates
powerfully on the
tongues of Kashmiris
and weighs heavily on
the hearts and minds of
the oppressor.

Minister for Kash-

mir Affairs, Gilgit-
Baltistan and
SAFRON, Engineer
Amir Muqam has
paid glowing tribute to
veteran  Hurriyat
leader Syed Ali Gilani
on his fourth martyr-
dom anniversary be-
ing observed on Mon-
day.

In his message,
he said Syed Ali
Gilani was the heart-
beat of the Kashmiri
people and a great
leader of the Kashmir
freedom movement.

Engincer Amir
Muqam said despite
all the atrocities, Syed
Ali Gilani never ac-
cepted Indian rule and
always stood firm on
the principled stand of
the right to self-deter-
mination. His unpar-
alleled sacrifices and
perseverance are still
a beacon of light for

President, PM pay heartfelt tribute to

Kashmiris.

The Minister said
the government of Pa-
kistan will continue to
provide political, diplo-
matic and moral sup-
port to the right of self-
determination of the
Kashmiri people.

He said the slogan
of Syed Ali Gilani "We
are Pakistanis, Paki-
stan is ours" is still on
the lips of the Kashmiri
youth and this same
sentiment will defeat
the illegal occupation of
India. Engineer Amir
Mugam called upon
the United Nations and
the international com-
munity to take notice of
the gross human rights
violations in Indian II-
legally  Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir
and play their role in
ensuring the legitimate
rights to the Kashmiri
people.

cabinet. Why shouldn’t
contempt proceedings
be initiated against all
cabinet members, in-
cluding the Prime Min-
ister?” the judge re-
marked. The court
granted the govern-
ment time to submit the
report, warning of se-
rious legal conse-
quences for further
delays.

BALAKOT (INP):
A massive landslide
struck near Hassa,
Balakot, in Manschra
district, when a large
portion of a mountain
broke away and
crashed onto the

Monthly performance report of Rescue

1122 issued

of the Senior District
Emergency

Officer Muhammad
Arif Khattak, on the in-
structions of Kohat Di-
rector General Rescue
1122 Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa
Muhammad Tayyab
Abdullah and Regional
supervision of Senior Director Operation
District Emergency South Imran Khan
Muhammad Arif Yousafzai, during the last
Khattak. The Rescue month of August, Res-
1122 Kohat received cue 1122 Kohat pro-
8841 calls in the month, vided its services in a
of which 5004 were un- total of 557 accidents to
necessary calls and save the lives and prop-
dmp calls, while 3500 ety of the public in any

infor-
mzmon based calls.

In the monthly per-
formance report issued
by Rescue 1122 Kohat
under the supervision

KOHAT (INP): The Res-

cue 1122, Kohat, on

Monday released its

performance report for

the month of August
25,

unnecessary calls.

Senior District
Emergency Officer
Kohat Muhammad Arif
Khattak, while inform-
ing about the monthly
report, said that Rescue
1122 Kohat provided
timely professional fa-
cilities to 796 people
during various emergen-
cies in the last month of
August 2025, with an
average response time
of 6 minutes and 20 sec-
onds. According to the
details, during the last
month, 59 road traffic
accidents, 216 medical
ies, 8 fire inci-
dents, 34 other emer-
gencies (recoveries), 16
bullet injuries, 02 house
roof collapses and 02
drownings incidents oc-

The Report said, the
rescue teams provided
services in a total of 557
emergencies under the

According to Res-
cue 1122 Kohat spokes-
person Jawad Afridi, a
total of 8841 calls were
received, including 5004

road, spreading panic
among local residents
on Monday.

The heavy land-
slide  completely
blocked the road,
halting traffic in the
area.

National High-
way Authority (NHA)
machinery promptly
arrived at the site, and
efforts to restore the
route are underway.
In the meantime, all
traffic has been di-
verted to alternate
routes.

The incident oc-
curred a day after the
Pakistan Meteorologi-
cal Department
(PMD) forecast thun-
dershowers and land-
slide threats in north-
ern and northeastern
regions, including
K hyber

curred. Along with this,
220 referral emergencies
occurred. A total of 796
people were affected in
emergency incidents
while 28 people lost their
lives on the spot.

The referral ambu-
lance services led by
Rescue 1122 Kohat in the
month of August 2025.
During the period, the
rescue personnel pro-
vided services by shift-
ing patients from one
hospital to another on a
total of 220 emergency
calls through the referral
ambulance service.

these, 72 emer-
gencies were transferred
to external districts, while
148 emergencies were
transferred to different
hospitals in Kohat.

traffic blocked

Pakhtunkhwa,
Murree, Galiyat, and

Azad Kashmir.
Meteorological of-

ficials  have also

warned of hei d

were damaged as
floods swept through
the region.
Authorities
stopped tourists and

Mountain landslides onto Balakot Road,

passengers at safe
points while Diamer
police and local admin-
istration launched
emergency operations.

glacier lake outburst
flood (GLOF) and
flash flood risks due to
unusually high tem-
peratures recorded in
the Arkari, Bad Swat,
Darkut, Hispar Hop-
per, Gandus, and
Gulkin valleys.

Experts fear that
rapid glacier melting
could trigger sudden
floods in vulnerable ar-
eas. Communities liv-
ing near glacier lakes
have been urged to re-
main alert and adopt
precautionary mea-
sures. It is worth men-
tioning that only last
month, on August 14,
landslides and floods
hit Babusar Top in
Gilgit-Baltistan, block-
ing the main road at
two points.

A vehicle was
struck by a landslide,
injuring a child. Several
houses and farmlands

Attock police crackdown on drug
traffickers, multiple arrests

smuggling attempt and

ATTOCK (INP): The
Attock police have in-
tensified their crack-
down on drug traffick-
ers, arresting several
suspects and recover-
ing large quantities of
narcotics during sepa-
rate operations.
According to offi-
cials, the police opera-
tions were carried out
across the district on
Sunday, targeting those
involved in the illicit
trade. In one such op-
eration, Sub-I
Khurram Shehzad of
City Police Station
Ha»anabdal foiled a

All the arrested
suspects have been
placed behind bars, and
cases have been regis-
tered against them. The
police operations dem-
onstrate their commit-
‘ment to tackling the is-
sue of drug trafficking
in the district. Other no-
table arrests include
Naeem Akhtar, who was
caught with 1.4 kilo-
grams of hashish by
Rango Police, and
Karamat Khan, who was
by SIAbid
Ali in Fateh Jang with
1.3 kilograms of hash-

seized 10.53 kilograms of
narcotics from
Muhammad Yasin, a resi-
dent of Peshawar.
ther significant

hauls included 1.4 kilo-
grams of hashish seized
from Asad Ikhlaq in
Bhattar, and 1.3 kilo-
grams of hashish recov-
cred from Tariq Hussain
and m in
separate operations.

The police officials
reiterated that the crack-
down on drug
will continue unabated
to protect the youth from
the scourge of narcotics.

IKARACHI: A health worker admi

ters a polio
vaccine to a child during a door-to-door vaccination|
lcampaign in Karachi, Pakistan, 01 September 2025.}
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KP CM orders indiscriminate action against
encroachments, expeditious relief work

PESHAWAR (INP): Chief
Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Sardar Ali Amin
Gandapur, chaired a video-link
meeting to review relief and
rehabilitation efforts in flood-
affected areas.

The meeting also focused
on compensation payments,
restoration of infrastructure,
and measures to prevent fu-
ture damage.

During the briefing, offi-
cials informed the Chief Min-
ister that compensation had
been paid to the families 0f 352
out of 411 deceased victims,
with a total of Rs 704 million
disbursed so far. Out of 132
injured persons, 60 had been
compensated with Rs 30 mil-
lion. Similarly, among 571 fully
destroyed houses, owners of
367 had received payments,
while out of 1,983 partially
damaged houses, compensa-
tion had been given to 1,094

owners. So far, Rs 595 million
has been disbursed for dam-
aged homes, with the remain-
ing payments expected to be
completed within the next two
days. Additionally, 29,631 food
packages have been distributed
among affected families.

Chief Minister Gandapur
directed officials to expedite
the remaining compensation
process and immediately ini-
tiate rehabilitation efforts af-
terward.

He instructed deputy com-
missioners to personally moni-
tor the restoration of damaged
government infrastructure and
prepare PC-1s in the field
rather than from offices.

The ChiefMinister further
announced plans for a major
one-time project involving
desilting of rivers and construc-
tion of protective embank-
ments to minimize future flood
damage. Deputy commission-

ers were tasked with identify-
ing priority areas for this ini-
tiative.

Emphasizing strict action,
Gandapur directed that all en-
croachments along rivers and
waterways be removed with-
out discrimination. Notices
should be served first, followed
by immediate action if viola-
tions persist.

He also called for the in-
stallation of prefabricated
structures to quickly restore
damaged schools and health
centers, along with preventive
measures to curb the spread
of potential epidemics in flood-
hit areas.

Appreciating the perfor-
mance of the provincial admin-
istration, Gandapur said the
timely rescue, reliefoperations,
and swift disbursement of
compensationreflect improved
governance in  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

ISLAMABAD Federal Minister for Power Division Awais Ahmad Khan Leghari in a mee!mg with|
United Nations (UN) Resident Coordinator to Pakistan, Mohamed Yahya.

Punjab awards top civil honour to late
Pattoki AC Furqan

LAHORE (INP): The Punjab
government has decided to
confer the province’s highest
civil award on deceased
Pattoki Assistant Commis-
sioner Furqan Ahmed Khan,
who passed away while serv-
ing people in testing circum-
stances.

His family will also receive
a grant of Rs10 million in rec-
ognition of his services.

According to officials,
Furqan Ahmed continued to
perform reliefduties in the field
for four consecutive days de-
spite suffering from cancer. He
worked tirelessly to ensure
that flood-affected families in
Pattoki received food, medi-
cines, and other essential sup-

ies.
Punjab Chief Minister

Maryam Nawaz paid rich trib-
ute to the late officer, calling
him “a true hero who sacrificed
his life in the line of duty.” She
said Furqan Ahmed’s dedica-
tion in the face of personal suf-
fering would always be re-
membered as an example of
selfless public service.

“Those who sacrifice their
lives while serving in difficult
circumstances are real he-
roes,” she remarked, adding
that the officer’s duty and cour-
age had set a benchmark for
others in public service.

Furqan Ahmed’s story,
they said, highlights the resil-
ience and dedication of
Pakistan’s civil service in times
of crisis.

A day earlier, the Pattoki
assistant commissioner had

passed away at Head Balloki
amid ongoing flood relief ef-
forts.

According to officials, the
Ravi River caused widespread
devastation in the area in re-
cent days, and the AC had
been continuously engaged in
duty, working day and night in
flood-hit regions for the past
four days without rest.

Furqan collapsed at the
Head Balloki rest house after
suffering a brain haemorrhage.
He was rushed to the
Phoolnagar Trauma Center,
but doctors confirmed he had
already passed away. News of
his death cast a pall of grief
over the area, with locals
mourning the loss of the officer
who had been on the frontlines
of the relief operations.

More water from India enters Punjab; Sindh
faces super flood risk

MULTAN, Sept 01 (INP): Fears
of a super flood in Sindh esca-
lated on Monday as a massive
inflow from India entered Pakistan
through Rangpur, inundating
dozens of villages and cutting off
road access.

According to flood fore-
casts, 1 million cusecs of water is
expected to reach Head Panjnad
between September 2 and 3, while
Guddu Barrage is likely to receive
800,000 to 1.1 million cusecs be-
tween September 5 and 6, raising
alarms across Sindh.

In Dadu district, floodwaters
surged into three union councils
of the katcha (riverine) belt, sub-
‘merging villages and homes. Lo-
cals were forced to evacuate by
boat. Over 30 villages in UC Sial,
Munder, and Pat Sharif were
flooded, leading to severe short-
ages of food and drinking water.

In Khairpur, the flood
wreaked havoc in the katcha belt,
submerging multiple villages.
Even 11 police stations were com-
pletely washed away, forcing po-
lice personnel to vacate and shift
to embankments. The Sindh Edu-

cation Department declared over
1,000 government primary
schools across Larkana district as
flood relief camps

trict Officer annryAme Jilbani
confirmed that 32,900 flood vic-
tims will be accommodated in
classrooms across four tehsils —
Larkana (307), Ratodero (308),
Bakrani (214), and Dokri (146).

Meanwhile, in Punjab, the
situation remains equally critical.
Flood Commissioner Punab con-
firmed that over 2,200 villages and
2.3 million people have been af-
fected so far.

At Trimmu Headworks, the
water flow surged to 700,000
cusecs by Monday evening, with
a massive flood expected to hit
Head Marala within two days.

The Sutlej and Ravi rivers at
Bloki reached extremely high
flood levels, with rescue opera-
tions underway to evacuate
women, children, and the elderly
via boats in Nowshera and
Okara’s Mari Patan.

In Jhang, the Chenab River

flood devastated hundreds of
-

PESHAWAR: Employee of tourism department chanting slogan for their demonstration|
at Peshawar Press Club (PPC).

settlements, submerging link
roads and highways. Key routes,
including Sargodha Road,
Pakkewala Bypass, and Pir Kot
Masan Road, were submerged.

Heavy machinery from the
Highways Department has been
deployed for the restoration of
roads, while Trimmu Barrage re-
corded an outflow of 479,000
cusecs.

The Punjab Disaster Man-
agement Authority (PDMA) is-
sued a high flood warning at
Harike (Sutlej), putting district
administrations of Lahore,
Sahiwal, Multan, Bahawalpur, DG
Khan, Kasur, Okara, Pakpattan,
Vehari, Bahawalnagar, Lodhran,
and Muzaffargarh on high alert.
Rescue teams and district admin-
istrations remain on the ground,
but with rising inflows, experts
fear the worst is yet to come.

Reporters: Shehzad Khan,
Wagar Hussain Manghi, Kamran
Korai, Abdul Khaliq Mughiri,
Rana Pervaiz Akhtar, Malik Habib
Lang, Wascem Aziz, Imran Joya,
Shehzad Ahmed, Shehzad Khan
and Fakhar Diwan.

o

[ANJI

Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif meets with President of Islamic Republic o
Iran, Masoud Pezeshkian on the sidelines of the Council of Heads of Member States of Shanghail
(Cooperation Organization.

PTI to boycott National Assembly
sessions over lawmakers’ treatment

NEWS DESK: Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) chair-
man Barrister Gohar said on
Monday that the party would
boycott National Assembly
sessions in protest against
what it called unfair treatment
of its lawmakers.

“From now on, we will not
attend National Assembly sit-
tings. We will protest and boy-
cott instead,” said Gohar while
speaking toreporters alongside
other PTI members. In
Islamabad.

He added that PTI’s par-
liamentary party met at
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa (K-P)
House, heard instructions from
the party founder, and endorsed
them.

He accused authorities of

stripping PTI legislators of
their seats, disqualifying them
and sllencmg their voices.
“Even if we try to celebrate
Independence Day, we are
not allowed. Despite countless
difficulties, we attended ses-
sions to raise demands demo-
cratically, but we are not per-
mitted to speak,” he said.

Former speaker Asad
Qaiser urged the federal gov-
ernment to support flood vic-
tims. “The K-P government is
working for the flood-hit
people. We will also appeal to
our party founder to launch a
fundraising call. We appeal to
the United Nations to provide
aid. It is the federal
government’s duty as well,”
he said.

K-P Chief Minister Ali
Amin Gandapur reported se-
vere devastation from heavy
rains, particularly in Buner,
Shangla, Swabi and Swat. “A
flood surge of 12 to 14 feet de-
stroyed homes. Our agencies
rescued all people within 24
hours. So far, 490 people have
lost their lives in the province,”
he said.

He said compensation was
being distributed, with Rs2 mil-
lion given to families of the de-
ceased, Rsl million for com-
pletely destroyed homes, and
partial payments to the injured.
“This is only support — you can-
not rebuild a house with Rsl
million. But never in history has
relief work been carried out at
such speed,” he added.

Embankments collapse,
villages and crops swept away
amid Punjab flood alerts

MULTAN (INP): Embankments
collapsed, flooding vast swathes
of land and submerging village
after village as the Sutlej River
sharply surged at Islam
Headworks, and the water level
in the Ravi River climbed uptoa
dangerous level at Kamala on

onday.

At Head Islam, water dis-
charge was recorded at 70,000
cusecs, triggering a rapid rise in
water levels. Dozens of low-lying
villages were inundated, displac-
ing thousands of people.

Near Luddan, a temporary
protective embankment gave way,

caving more than 35 villages
washed away. Crops of cotton,
‘maize, sesame, and rice over thou-
sands of acres were destroyed,
compounding the crisis.

‘Women and children are fac-
ing severe hardships as locals
scramble to safer ground. Rescue
1122, police, and volunteers re-
main engaged in emergency re-
lief operations.

The flood situation wors-
ened further upstream. At Head
Ganda Singh Wala, the Sutlej car-
ried 253,000 cusecs, while Head
Sulaimanki recorded 135,000
cusecs, with flows moving down-
stream toward Head Islam.
Experts have warned that ifa

larger wave arrives, the situation
could turn catastrophic, urging
swift scaling-up of relief mea-
sures.

The Ravi River has also
turned perilous. At Kamalia, wa-
ter flows surged to 185,000
cusecs, submerging multiple vil-
lages and devastating crops, in-
cluding rice and maize.

At Renala Khurd, high flood
levels caused widespread de-
struction, cutting off land routes
to several settlements, including
Thatta Khachi and Thatta Chakar.
The displaced are being shifted
to flood relief camps set up by
district administrations.

Heavy rainfall has intensi-
fied the crisis. Farmers lament
that fodder for livestock has be-
come scarce.

In Narowal, floodwaters
damaged a major wheat ware-
house after its walls and roof col-
lapsed, spoiling 6,000 wheat
sacks and inflicting losses worth
millions of rupees.

Sialkot city on high alert as
India releases water in Chenab:
In Sialkot, authorities declared a
high alert “from September 1 to 3
amid reports that India released
water from the Salal Dam, raising
fears of further ﬂoodmg in the
Rlver Chenab.

ISLAMABAD: Chief Justice of Pakistan Justice Yahya Alfridi precsnting souvenir o Syed Zakria

‘Yasmin Rashid
moves LHC
against ATC verdicts
in May 9 cases
LAHORE (INP): Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader
and former Punjab Health Min-
ister Dr Yasmin Rashid has
filed appeals in the Lahore
High Court (LHC) against the
sentences handed down in
three separate cases related to

the May 9 incidents.

The petitioner argued that
the anti-terrorism court (ATC)
failed to properly assess the
facts of the cases and that the
verdicts are not supported by
evidence.

The high court has been re-
quested to suspend the sen-
tences and order the release of
Yasim Rashid until a final de-
cision is made on the appeals.

Dr. Rashid was sentenced
to 10 years in prison in each of
the three cases related to the
attack

on Shadman Police Sta-
tion, the arson near Sherpao
Bridge and the burning of ve-
hicles near Jinnah House.

The cases are part of a
wider

crackdown following the
violent protests on May 9,
sparked by the arrest of former
prime minister Imran Khan.

Ali Shah Additional Registrar,

p ‘t of Pakistan on t]

assignment at Supreme Court of Pakistan.

of his transfer to a new|

Five aftershocks rock parts of Khyber

PESHAWAR (INP): A series
of aftershocks continued after
the magnitude 6 earthquake
struck the upper and northern
parts of the country, including
Rawalpindi and Islamabad, be-
sides Afghanistan, India and
Tajikistan, late Sunday night.

The first aftershock, mea-
suring 4.9 on the Richter scale,
and having a depth of 155 ki-
lometers, struck Peshawar,
Mansehra,

Swat, Abbottabad, Chitral
and Hunza at 1:14 AM.

The same areas received
another aftershock at 1:29
AM. This time it was measured
at4.6, while its depth was only

15 kilometers.

Pakhtunkhwa

The third time these areas
were jolted were at 1:37 AM.
This time, the quake was mea-
sured at 4.2, while its depth
was also 15 kilometers.

The fourth aftershock,
measuring 4.1 on the Richter
Scale, was received at 2:12
AM.This time, too, the depth
of the quake was 15 kilome-
ters.

An aftershock, measuring
5.2 and 15 kilometers deep, hit
these areas and Murree at
2:34 AM. The epicenter of all
these aftershocks was in
Asadabad, in south-east of
Afghanistan. No loss of life,
property reported, says
PDMA

On the other hand, the
Punjab’s Provincial Disaster
Management Authority
(PDMA) spokesman said that
no loss of life or property was
reported in the carthquake that
shook a large swathe of the
province, including Lahore.

e, however, said that the
district administrations across
the province were busy check-
ing buildings in order to ascer-
tain whether any damage was
caused to them.

“Apart from that, the dis-
trict emergency operation cen-
ters are alert 24/ 7,” he said,
and added that any damage
could be reported on the
PDMA’s helpline number 1129.




