
First Digital,Print Daily of Balochistan: Editor: Asim Khan.

QUETTA VOICE Email address:
dquettavoice@gmail.com

Https://www.quettavoice.com ABC Certified Quetta Voice.

Wednesday 03
September,2025

Rs.10.00 Vol.VI:No:362

Quetta Blast Death Toll
Rises to Five, 29 Injured:

Health Minister

PM Shehbaz, President
Putin share desire to
bolster  Pak-Russia

bilateral cooperation
Honour Killing Claims Two Lives

in Kharan’s Gardina Area

News Desk:

QUETTA: At least
five people were killed
and 29 others injured
in an explosion at
Shahwani Stadium
during a Balochistan
National Party-
Mengal (BNP-M)
gathering held to mark
the death anniversary
of veteran leader
Sardar Atta Ullah
Mengal.

B a l o c h i s t a n
Health Minister con-

From Our
Correspondent:

KHARAN: Kharan
witnessed yet another
tragic case of honour
killing on Monday
night in the Gardina
area, where a young
man and woman were

NUMS MDCAT Postponed; Any
Chances of PMDC Exam Delay?
Syed Muhammad

Yaseen

ISLAMABAD: The Na-
tional University of
Medical Sciences
(NUMS) has announced
the postponement of the
Medical and Dental Col-
leges Admission Test
(MDCAT) 2025, which
was earlier scheduled for
September 14. The new
exam date has now been
set for September 28,
2025.

According to
NUMS officials, the de-
cision was taken due to
the devastating mon-
soon rains and flash
floods that have dis-
rupted life across
Punjab,  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa,

Sindh, and
Balochistan. The ongo-
ing downpours have
damaged infrastructure,
submerged roads, and
displaced thousands of
families, making it diffi-
cult for candidates to
safely reach exam cen-
ters.

Weather
Situation
The Pakistan Me-

teorological Department
(PMD) has reported
above-normal rainfall
this monsoon season,
with several cities expe-
riencing urban flooding.
Low-lying areas of
Lahore, Rawalpindi,

PM Shehbaz, President Putin share desire to bolster
Pak-Russia bilateral cooperation

NEWS DESK: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and
Russian President Vladimir Putin on Tuesday
agreed to further enhance the bilateral ties and co-
operation between their countries in diverse fields.

In recent years, Russia and Pakistan have en-
gaged in strengthening bilateral ties with each other.
In July, Russia’s Deputy Prime Minister Alexei
Overchuk said Islamabad and Moscow were “natu-
ral allies”. On June 3, Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov, in a meeting with PM’s aide Syed
Tariq Fatemi, reaffirmed Russia’s desire to expand
cooperation with Pakistan, following a memoran-
dum of understanding (MoU) signed last Septem-
ber on multi-sector collaboration.

The meeting between the two leaders took
place in Beijing today amid their visit to China for
the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO)
Council of Heads of States (CHS) summit a day
ago.

Addressing the Russian president, PM
Shehbaz said: “Relations between the two coun-
tries have improved in recent years due to your
personal commitment and interest.”

He expressed the resolve that Pakistan was
also keen to strengthen the bilateral relations fur-
ther, adding that they were moving in the right di-
rection.

The premier added that after their meeting in

supporting Pakistan, which was viewed as “a balancing act in the region”.
He said Pakistan respected Russia’s ties with India and wanted to estab-

lish very strong relations of its own, which would be “supplementary and
complementary”.

PM Shehbaz expressed that these beneficial ties would add to the progress
and prosperity of the region and assured President Putin of working closely
in this context, as he had found him to be a “dynamic leader”.

Responding to Putin’s invitation to attend the SCO Heads of Govern-
ment Summit in November, the premier replied that he was looking forward to
it. Meanwhile, President Putin said, “Pakistan has always been a traditional
partner and remains as such in Asia, and we cherish these ties,” adding that
both sides had agreed to intensify their bilateral relations.

The president noted that their bilateral trade needed to be enhanced and
stressed taking steps to address the issue.

He also expressed his grief and extended his condolences to the people
and the government of Pakistan on the losses suffered from catastrophes
and natural disasters, including the recent flooding.

President Putin expressed optimism that Pakistan would overcome such
challenges under the current leadership.

He also opined that the two countries kept cooperating at the inter-
parliamentary levels, adding, “Pakistan is a non-permanent member of the
United Nations Security Council and both countries are keeping contacts
within the framework of the United Nations, which is an important platform.”

Prior to their meeting, the prime minister appreciated Putin’s leadership
for making sincere efforts to promote bilateral relations with Pakistan.

He observed that after their meeting in Astana during last year’s SCO-
CHS summit, they had agreed to work closely to bolster the bilateral coopera-
tion.

 and Peshawar have
been particularly af-
fected, while southern
Punjab and parts of
Sindh are facing riverine
floods.

The National Disas-
ter Management Au-
thority (NDMA) has
confirmed that rescue
and relief operations are
underway in the worst-
hit districts.

Concerns
Over PMDC

MDCAT
With NUMS revis-

ing its schedule, atten-
tion has now turned to
the Pakistan Medical
and Dental Council
(PMDC),

which is set to con-
duct the nationwide
MDCAT 2025 on Octo-
ber 5. While PMDC has
so far maintained that the

exam will be held as
planned, the worsening
flood situation has led to
speculation: Could the
PMDC MDCAT also be
delayed?

Education experts
note that this would not
be the first time MDCAT
faced disruption. In 2022,
for instance, the exam
was postponed due to
unprecedented flooding
across the country, and
in 2020,

it was rescheduled
multiple times amid the
COVID-19 pandemic.
These precedents show
that PMDC has, in the
past, adjusted its plans
in response to national
emergencies.

Upcoming
Meeting on

Weightage and
Exam Schedule

Sources within the
medical education sector
have confirmed that a
high-level meeting will
soon be held to review
the FSc and MDCAT
weightage formula for
admissions this year. The
same meeting is also ex-
pected to discuss the
possibility of delaying
the PMDC MDCAT, de-
pending on the evolving
flood situation and ac-
cessibility issues across
various provinces.

Official
Position

At present, PMDC
has not signaled any of-
ficial change in its exam
schedule and continues
preparations for the Oc-
tober 5 test.

 However, the final
decision may hinge on
the outcome of the up-
coming meeting and the
weather conditions in
the weeks ahead.

Students are
strongly advised to keep
checking official an-
nouncements from
NUMS and PMDC for
authentic information
and avoid relying on un-
verified social media
claims.

The author is MBBS
student and founder of
Students Nexus by SMY,
an online educational
and career counseling
platform.

Honour Killing Claims
Two Lives in Kharan’s

Gardina Area

brutally murdered.
According to local

sources, the victims
have been identified as
Ghulam Nazar and
Shaki.

Their bodies were
shifted to the District
Headquarters Hospital
Kharan after neces-

sary legal formalities.
Police officials

confirmed that an in-
vestigation

 into the incident is
underway, assuring
that those found re-
sponsible will face
strict legal action.

Honour killings re-

main a grave social is-
sue across Pakistan,
with rights activists re-
peatedly calling for
stronger legislation,
community aware-
ness, and effective
implementation of ex-
isting laws to curb
such violence.

Astana last year, both countries witnessed a flurry of delegation visits at the
higher level, adding they also signed protocols to promote the agriculture,
iron, steel, energy and transport sectors.

The prime minister also underlined the significance of the trade corridor
connecting Belarus, Russia, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Afghanistan and Paki-
stan, noting that this initiative would boost regional connectivity and pros-
perity.

Expressing his satisfaction, he said both sides were keenly committed to
building their relations.

The prime minister also expressed gratitude to the Russian president for

CM Bugti Vows to Reintroduce
Mines and Minerals Act in
Assembly with Consensus

Asmat Hanafi:

PISHIN: Balochistan
Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti has an-
nounced that the Mines
and Minerals Act will be
reintroduced in the pro-
vincial assembly and
passed with consensus,
rejecting what he called
“baseless propaganda”
against the legislation.

Addressing a large
public gathering in
Karbala, Pishin, the
Chief Minister said,
“Balochistan’s re-
sources belong to its
people, and no one can
take them without their
consent. We will bring
this act back to the as-
sembly and ensure it is
approved through con-
sensus.”

Bugti emphasized
that Balochistan’s seri-

ous challenges and lim-
ited resources require
careful management,
adding that the
province’s natural wealth
would be developed
through international in-
vestment and modern
technology.

Alongside his re-
marks on the Mines and
Minerals Act, the Chief
Minister also unveiled
several major develop-
ment projects for Karbala

and surrounding areas:
Karbala to be up-

graded to Tehsil status
Local hospital to be-

come a Tehsil Headquar-
ters Hospital under
Indus Hospital manage-
ment 10 km road con-
struction to meet the
long-standing demand
of local Baloch tribes

Launch of solar en-
ergy projects in the re-
gion Establishment of a
new inter-college in

Karbala
Rs 500 million devel-

opment package for
Haramzai, Karbala, and
Saranan

Karbala to be
granted Municipal Com-
mittee status under exist-
ing laws

Bugti further stated,
“For me, there is no dif-
ference between govern-
ment and opposition —
the entire Balochistan is
my priority.”

firmed the revised toll,
saying doctors and
medical staff were on
emergency duty.

“All injured are
being provided imme-
diate and best possible
treatment,”

he said, adding
that the condition of
some patients re-
mained critical.

Rescue teams
shifted the injured to
Quetta Civil Hospital,
where officials re-

leased a list of 29
wounded.

The deceased
were identified as
Ishaq, Najeebullah,
Shan, Hanif, and
Madad Khan.

Chief Minister
Balochistan Mir
Sarfraz Bugti con-
demned the blast, call-
ing it a “cowardly act
aimed at spreading
fear.”

He expressed
condolences with the

victims’ families and
directed health au-
thorities to ensure the
best medical care for
the injured.

The provincial
government has or-
dered a high-level in-
vestigation, with a
committee tasked to
determine the causes
and identify those re-
sponsible. Security
forces have cordoned
off the area and begun
collecting evidence.
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Energy shortage in Balochistan

Karachi: inequitable NFC impact

Counselling needs

Policing and CT

Poverty is not a static

or fixed phenomenon.It
is a multi-dimensional
idea that encompasses
quality in almost every
sphere of life, ranging
from calorie intake, life
expectancy, living stan-
dards, literacy, and ac-
cess to modern energy
services.

 This type of pov-
erty is always expressed
from an income perspec-
tive. Sticking with the
non-income dimensions
of poverty, such as
health, education and
living standards, are as
important as employ-
ment.

The two energy in-
dicators of non-income
dimensions, including
electricity (no access to
electricity) and cooking
fuels (wood, dung and

charcoal), consti tute
poverty.

Goal no. 7 of SDGs
contains universal ac-
cess to modern energy
services, increasing en-
ergy efficiency, and in-
creasing renewable en-
ergy share.

As we know, energy
plays a vital role in the
development process of
a country, but incase of
Pakistan, energy pov-
erty is the largest single
drain on Pakistan`s
economy.

When we talk about
Balochistan, it is the di-
rect and major victim of
energy crisis, and has
slowed down the growth
of the province.
Balochistan is the largest
province of
Pakistan,having an area
of 347,190 km square and
a population of

12,344,408 people. The
major portion of the
population live in rural
areas,  constituting
72.45%.

Only 36 Percent of
Balochistan has access
to energy:

Balochistan is fac-
ing an acute energy
shortage that has
stopped the develop-
ment not only in the eco-
nomic and agriculture
sector, but also in every
walk of life. According to
a document submitted to
the National Assembly
of Pakistan, only 36% of
Balochistan is electri-
fied, while the remaining
64% of Balochistan still
doesn’t have access to
energy. Due to the scat-
tered population living
in rural areas, it is impos-
sible to electrify them. In
2018, the total demand of

Ajmal
khan:

BORN in the name of

devolution, propagated
as people’s rights, and
celebrated as a victory
for the deprived, the
seventh National Fi-
nance Commission
award has been nothing
of the sort.

Its birth in 2010 co-
incided with the passage
of the 18th Constitu-
tional Amendment,
which also created am-
biguity about the role of
the local governments
(LGs), paving the way
for the recentralisation
of powers by the provin-
cial governments.

Rather than bring-

ing governance closer to
the people, the seventh
NFC award and the 18th
Ame-ndment took away
whatever devolution of
resou-rces and powers
existed with the LGs at
that time.

In 1999, when the
federal government abol-
ished the octroi and zila
tax (OZT) collection by
the LGs, it introduced a
2.5 per cent increase in
the GST on goods. A
transparent mechanism
for direct transfers to the
LGs was introduced to
compensate for their rev-
enue losses. Later, the
Distribution of Rev-
enues & Grants-in-aid

Order of 2006 fixed these
direct transfers at one-
sixth of GST collections.

Had that system
continued, Karachi
would have received
Rs190 billion in 2024-25
as a direct transfer from
GST alone (as compen-
sation for the OZT).
Other district govern-
ments in Sindh, such as
those in Ghotki,
Hyderabad and Thatta,
would also have re-
ceived direct transfers
of Rs4,456 mill ion,
Rs4,486m and Rs3,618m
respectively.

This right of the LGs
was usurped through
the seventh NFC and

merged into the federal
divisible pool. The prov-
inces were allowed to
use the LGs’ share as
they pleased. Karachi,
being the largest collec-
tor of OZT, was the
worst affected, receiv-
ing meagre amounts to-
talling less than Rs200bn
from 2010-11 to 2024-25,
against its due share of
Rs1,236.7bn. Karachi
suffered a colossal loss
of more than Rs1,000bn,
or one trillion rupees,
after the seventh NFC
under the OZT head
alone.

By Mohammad
Younus Dagha:

A MOTHER and her

son came to see me last
week to discuss the
latter’s future plans.

I asked the young
man what he wanted to
do with his life, what his
likes, dislikes and pas-
sions were. Before the
young man could an-
swer, his mother said
that they just wanted a
good education for the
son. I asked what ‘good

education’ meant to
them. The mother said
an education that gives
the young man a good
job.

It was not the time
to get into a discussion
on what ‘good educa-
tion’ could mean, other
than as a way of getting
a good job, though this
is definitely an important
part of a good education.
So we stayed with what
could lead to a good job.

And then the mother
said she believed that
her son should do some-
thing in computers. I
asked the young man if
he was interested in
computers.

He shrugged his
shoulders and did not
seem too enthusiastic
about it, but parroted
the idea that computer
science was where the
jobs of the future lay.

He had little idea

what computer science
was all about and what
sort of career one could
take up after studying
some area in computer
science and IT. I could
not help him much. Yes,
computers are very im-
portant for all work-
places and will be even
more so over the coming
years.

By Faisal
Bari:

G L O B A L L Y ,

counterterrorism (CT) is
a policing function, fo-
cused on prevention, in-
vestigation and law en-
forcement. In Pakistan,
terrorism has sectarian,
ethnic and cross-border
dimensions. Hence, the
police cannot handle it
alone.

In high-threat envi-
ronments, CT extends
beyond regular policing
and involves CT depart-
ments (CTDs), the mili-
tary, intelligence agen-
cies and federal institu-
tions. At independence,
Pakistan inherited a po-
licing system based on
the Irish constabulary
model, operated through
the Police Act of 1861.
Designed to suppress
dissent rather than serve
communities, it trained
police as a force to main-
tain state authority rather
than a service for citi-
zens.

The Police Act 1861
made no reference to ter-
rorism.

The Police Order
2002, a post-9/11 law,
also overlooked the po-
lice role in CT. Only Ar-
ticle 160 mentioned ter-
rorism research as a func-
tion of the Police
Mana-gement Board.
Sections 4(1-e) and 13(3-
I) of the KP Police Act,
2017, later defined coun-
tering militancy and ter-
rorism as police duties,
and the need for a CTD.

The police role was
notable during the Af-
ghan war. Sectarian and
ethnic violence further
shaped it. In the post-9/
11 era, CTDs were cre-
ated to prevent terrorism,
gather intelligence, in-
vestigate and prosecute
terror cases.

For coordination,
Nacta was set up. The
Anti-Terrorism Act,
1997, provided the frame-
work, while forensic labs

and safe cities projects
were intr--oduced.

With their local
knowledge, community
interface and opera-
tional reach, police are
central in preventing
and responding to ter-
rorism.

They disrupt plots
through surveillance,
investigation, arrests,
evidence-gathering,
monitoring radical
groups and enforcing
anti-terrorism laws.
They also work with
communities to identify
radicalisation.  CTD
standardisation is a part
of NAP, but the prov-
inces adopted their own
models. Point 8 of NAP
calls for a dedicated CT
force, while point 3 of
the revised NAP and In-
ternal Security Policy
2022-2026 stresses the
capacity-building of
CTDs.

Terrorism has
transformed policing.

In Sri Lanka’s 26-
year war against the
LTTE, police worked
alongside the military.
The Criminal Investiga-
tion Depar-tment and
Terrorism Investigation
Division collected intel-
ligence and conducted
surveillance.

The Prevention of
Terrorism Act empow-
ered police to arrest and
detain suspects without
a warrant, while police
remained actively en-
gaged with the commu-
nity and maintained the
special task force’s pres-
ence.

In India, the police
role is multifaceted. The
National Investigation
Agency is central. As
first responders, police
engage in preventive
and reactive efforts.
Special branches collect
local information.

By Ishrat Husain:

Provinces or local government?
RECENT media reports indicate that

the ‘27th constitutional amendment’
is likely to divide the existing four fed-
erating units into 12 provinces.

Before finalising such a decision,
parliamentarians must consider a su-
perior alternative — to use this
amendment to delineate local govern-
ment (LGs) responsibilities and func-
tions in Article 140-A of the Constitu-
tion and insert an additional list in the
Fourth Schedule supplementing the
federal and provincial lists.

There are compelling arguments
why the division may not achieve the
intended goal of providing public ser-
vices to citizens. The timing is not
ideal, as it could hinder the economy’s
transition from stabilisation to sus-
tained inclusive growth. Article 239(4)
requires the provincial assemblies to
pass a resolution to create new prov-
inces. Achieving a two-thirds major-
ity for these resolutions is unlikely,
and political tension could increase
at a time when stability is needed for
economic reform.

There are compelling arguments
why more provinces may not achieve
the intended goal.

Second, even if this happens, di-
viding assets and liabilities, handling
legal disputes, restructuring adminis-
trations, reassigning civil servants,
delimiting constituencies and redraw-
ing boundaries would distract
policymakers from their focus on eco-
nomic recovery.

A third aspect is the potential for
significant increases in public expen-
diture due to additional offices, resi-
dences, vehicles, equipment, benefits,
protocol, and operating costs for nu-
merous ministers, legislators and bu-
reaucrats, affecting fiscal consolida-
tion efforts.

Fourth, decision-making and dis-
pute resolution at the CCI, NFC and
NEC may be delayed as provinces ex-
tend negotiations to support their re-
spective claims. Fifth, citizens’ access
to ministers and legislators would re-
main restricted compared to that of
nazims and councillors also residing
in the same villages and cities.

Sixth, business costs would es-
calate as companies operating nation-
wide would fall under 12 jurisdictions
and file separate tax returns with dif-
ferent rates. Seventh, intra-regional
inequalities would become sharper as
relatively well-endowed areas such as
Peshawar and Hazara in KP, Quetta in
Balochistan, central and western
Punjab and southern Sindh would do
well compared to other provinces in
the same region.

What should Article 140-A and
the new Fourth Schedule list pre-
scribe for LGs?

a) LGs would have complete con-
trol over education in primary and sec-
ondary schools up to Matric,
healthcare up to district hospitals,
water supply, sewerage, solid waste
disposal, population planning, sports,
mass transit, roads, bridges within dis-
trict limits, prosecution, social welfare,
and community and women’s devel-
opment. All staff up to Grade 16 would
be transferred along with their salary
and allowance budgets.

b) Nazims would be directly
elected on a party basis and half the
seats of various corporations and
councils allocated on through propor-
tional representation, reserved for
women, technocrats, minorities, peas-
ants and labourers. Large urban areas
would have metropolitan corporations
with the mayor heading the district

government.
For example, the Lahore Metro-

politan Corporation nazim would su-
pervise and oversee agencies such as
LDA, WASA, the waste management
company, the Mass Transit Author-
ity, and the Lahore Industrial Estates
Development Company in addition to
devolved departments. For other dis-
tricts, there would be a mix of district
councils and municipal corporations/
committees. In predominantly rural
areas, the district council nazim would
head the district government. Each
province would design its own con-
figuration of union, town, tehsil, mu-
nicipal and district councils depend-
ing on population, area and density.
What Punjab may choose may not fit
the needs of Balochistan with its small
population and larger area.

c) In the context of fiscal
decentralisation, the Provincial Fi-
nance Commission will allocate a mini-
mum of 30 to 40 per cent of the pro-
vincial share from the divisible tax
pool (without disturbing the existing
NFC award allocation to the prov-
inces) to LGs, granting them au-
tonomy in budget formulation and
implementation. The PFC would give
preference in allocation to backward
districts as advanced districts can
mobilise revenues from their own
sources, incentivised by matching
grants.

The LG would assess and collect
urban immovable property tax, capital
gains tax, agricultural tax, cesses, user
charges and fees, and spend these
resources in their respective jurisdic-
tions. Evidence shows that raising
taxes or charging user fees for services
at the local level is relatively easy. The
district accounts officer would report
administratively to the district nazim,
but be professionally supervised by
the province’s accountant general.

Audit of accounts at all tiers of
government would be done by the
auditor general of Pakistan. CEOs of
corporations and district councils
would act as principal accounting of-
ficers for issues under their control,
head the district development work-
ing party (for approval of ADP
projects), and district accounts com-
mittees.

d) Administratively, current LG
and local council service staff should
be replaced with experts, professional
managers and specialists recruited by
the Public Service Commission at mar-
ket-based salaries. Citizen-facing
roles should be filled by young, quali-
fied, courteous and capable officers.
Devolved departments’ district execu-
tive officers must have the legal pow-
ers to resolve citizens’ issues without
referring the matter to provincial sec-
retariats.

e) A subsection defining prov-
ince-LG relations must be inserted and
include performance indicators, moni-
toring and evaluation, audits, etc. Pro-
vision for suspending or supersed-
ing LGs should not be at the discre-
tion of the chief ministers. Deputy
commissioners can assist LGs but not
interfere in their daily affairs.

If effectively implemented,
strengthening LGs may offer substan-
tial advantages relative to the creation
of new provinces. First, it would
minimise dissatisfaction with the gov-
ernment as citizens would be able to
access basic services at the grassroots
level.

Second, they would have a say
in setting priorities and decision-mak-
ing, leading to efficient resource allo-
cation and cost-effectiveness.

The end of soft
power

IN the first six months of
his presidency, Ameri-
can President Donald
Trump has transformed
the rules of international
relations in ways that are
surprising for an isola-
tionist president whose
main concern is his ultra-
nationalist voter base.
Wielding carrots and
sticks, he has used the
threat of international
tariffs and the
weaponisation of trade
to come down hard on
everyone he believes is
taking advantage of the
US.

The list of culprits is
long. Nearly everyone, it
appears, is someone the
current US president be-
lieves e guilty of taking
from America and not
giving back. The same
president has even more
disdain for expenditures
such as development aid
or cultural diplomacy,
both of which have been
a mainstay of US diplo-
macy in the past several
decades. It is important
to remember that one of
the first agencies of the
US government to be
shuttered was USAID.
Very soon after Trump
entered the White
House, the minions of
the ‘Department of Gov-
ernment Efficiency’, led
by the infamous (and
now absent) Elon Musk,
barged into USAID of-
fices and closed access
to all employees. They
even took down the sign
bearing the agency’s
name.

Nothing was to be
handed out for free any-
more; nobody in other
countries was to be a
priority. This was the
anthem sung in the wake
of USAID’s demise. It
did not matter how many
around the world
criticised America, or
how many lives were lost
as the distribution of
medications and vac-
cines to remote corners
diminished.

The idea that the
‘goodwill’  of other
people was a foreign
policy asset no longer
held sway. It was the end
of soft power.

In the months since,
the same strain has been
dominant in the massive
restructuring of foreign
policy now underway in
the US.

By Rafia
Zakaria:

Abodes of
peace

THOSE who have a
comfortable house are
very lucky. A decent,
safe and comfortable
house is a fundamental
human aspiration. It
does not need to be a
grand bungalow or a
multi-room apartment; it
can be a simple, airy
abode with plenty of
sunlight where the fam-
ily can live peacefully. It
should also be secured
from natural calamities.
In Pakistan, countless
families suffer when
natural calamities strike.
During the monsoons,
many houses are inun-
dated, roofs collapse,
people are injured, elec-
trocuted or killed. There-
fore, it is necessary that
one should ensure that
their home can with-
stand the forces of na-
ture.

The concept of a
house is a consistent
theme in the Holy Quran.
Allah calls believers to-
wards the House of
Peace (Darus Salam),
(10:25). A happy home is
a blessing from Allah and
provides shelter, safety,
security and comfort. A
happy home is a subjec-
tive term but generally
refers to an environment
filled with positive en-
ergy and comfort.

How can a house be
transformed into a
happy abode or a source
of blessing? It can be
transformed by being
‘energised’ through
regular spiritual prac-
tices like prayers, Quran
recitation and acts of
kindness within the pre-
mises. Every family tries
to maintain their home
through cleaning and
dusting.

Balochistan was 1650
MW, but supply was
limited to 600 MW, and
in 2019 the demand has
been raisedto 2500 MW.

Energy Projects in
CPEC:

Energy is the promi-
nent component of China
Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor (CPEC). Almost
70% of the CPEC
projects were related to
the energy sector,which
comprises thermal,
hydral, coal and wind.
U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,
Balochistan is being left
out of these projects.
Out of 13 mega projects
related to energy, six
projects are being lo-
cated in Punjab, six in
Sindh and one in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Balochistan’s Climate Fund – A
Lifeline Against Growing Disasters

ties, and deepens pov-
erty.

Stop Deforestation
The Climate Fund, if

implemented transpar-
ently and effectively,
has the potential to be-
come a lifeline for mil-
lions.

 It can provide the
financial base for disas-
ter preparedness, early
warning systems, refor-
estation, water manage-
ment, and community
resil ience projects.
Equally important, it can
build trust between the
government and people
by showing that saved
resources — like the Rs.
14 billion curtailed from
non-developmental ex-
penditures — are being
invested in protecting
lives and livelihoods.
The Battle Cannot Be

Fought Alone
However, climate

change is not a battle
that Balochistan can
fight alone. Partnerships
with international allies,
such as the United King-
dom, are essential in
bringing technical exper-
tise, innovative solu-
tions, and funding sup-
port. Training local insti-
tutions, particularly in
areas like disaster man-

agement and environ-
mental governance,
should be a top priority.

The provincial
government’s commit-
ment to reforms in gov-
ernance, education, and
healthcare is commend-
able, but the climate
emergency must remain
at the center of its devel-
opment agenda. Without
climate resilience, all
other reforms risk being
washed away by the next
flood or crippled by the
next drought.

Balochistan has
shown leadership by
creating this Climate
Fund.

The next step is to
ensure that it does not
become another
underutilized policy ini-
tiative. Effective monitor-
ing, independent over-
sight, and community in-
volvement will be key to
making it a success.

In the face of global
warming, every delay
carries a cost in human
lives and economic sta-
bility. The Chief Minister
must now take all pos-
sible steps to translate
the promise of the Cli-
mate Fund into tangible
protections for the
people of Balochistan.

Modi looking for China bailout

By Mohammad
Ali Babakhel:

INDIAN Prime Minister

Narendra Modi will visit
China for the first time in
seven years as he at-
tends the Shanghai Co-
operation Organisation
(SCO) summit in Tianjin
starting today, after be-
ing targeted by US Presi-
dent Donald J. Trump
with punitive tariffs for
importing Russian oil.

Former governor of
the Reserve Bank of In-
dia Raghuram Rajan told
CNBC that a significant
aspect of the Modi visit
was signalling to the US
that India could explore
‘other options’ to pursue
if the White House con-
tinued to single it out
for punitive tariffs.

However,  Indian
Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri told journalists
that his country and
prime minister would be
aiming to secure an un-
equivocal condemna-

tion of cross-border ter-
rorism at the summit.
This, despite failing, as
recently as June this
year,  to get the
organisation to con-
demn Pakistan for ‘terror-
ism’ in Indian-held Kash-
mir (because there was
no evidence) which led
to a war between the two
countries.

President Trump
says he mediated an end
to that war, with Pakistan
not only agreeing with
him, but also nominating
him for the Nobel Peace
Prize. For its part, India
maintains that the de-es-
calation followed direct
contact between the di-
rectors-general of mili-
tary operations of the
two countries.

That India and US
relations are adrift is evi-
dent from the fact that
Delhi has repeatedly
asked why it is being
singled out when China,

Turkiye and even EU
member states import oil
and gas from Russia, de-
spite sanctions due to
the war in Ukraine. But
its protestations have
delivered nothing so far.

Analysts say India
is shell-shocked at
Trump’s new tariffs (25
per cent plus 25pc puni-
tive) at a time when it
was expecting to get the
Most-Favoured Nation
status from the US and
preferential access to its
market. So, it is now turn-
ing to Beijing. Even as it
turns to Beijing, India
appears confused about
what it may want from
the grouping. More
trade or merely a con-
demnation of terrorism?

That India and US
relations are adrift is
evident from the fact
that Delhi has repeatedly
asked why it is being
singled out.

In his vlog, former

Indian Army officer and
strategic affairs analyst
Pravin Sawhney says
that India’s diplomatic
inanities won’t be able
to secure its desired out-
come for the simple rea-
son that the grouping
sees security as indivis-
ible and not a zero-sum
game. So, unless India is
prepared to enter into a
genuine dialogue with
Pakistan over Kashmir,
no matter how long it
takes to resolve the is-
sue, nothing much will
be gained by India from
the SCO, says Sawhney.

This argument is
lent credence by the
crisp response of the
Chinese ambassador to
India Xu Feihong, who
was asked earlier this
month at a talk organised
to look ahead at the SCO
summit.

By Abbas
Nasir:

By Amin
Valliani:

Editorial:
Balochistan has taken a
historic and timely step
by establishing its first-
ever Climate Fund, a
move that signals the
province’s recognition of
the existential threat
posed by global warm-
ing and climate change.
In his recent meeting
with British High Com-
missioner Jane Marriott,
Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti rightly un-
derscored the urgency
of mobilizing resources
to safeguard communi-
ties from natural calami-
ties that are growing in
frequency and intensity.

Floods In Bunair
The tragic flash

floods in the Bunair area
of Khyber
Pukhtoonkhwa this
month, which claimed
precious human lives,
are a grim reminder of
Pakistan’s extreme vul-
nerability. The province
sits on a fragile ecologi-
cal and seismic zone —
prone not only to floods
but also to recurring
droughts, earthquakes,
and the looming threat of
desertification. Each di-
saster further strains an
already fragile infrastruc-
ture, displaces communi-
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National Assembly (NA) holding discussion
regarding floods situation

Era of large dams is over: Vice President of
(PPP), Senator Sherry Rehman

India releases more water into
Sutlej, to reach Pakistan in 48 hrs

Rain paralyses life from Khyber to Karachi
LAHORE (INP):
Relentless monsoon
rains have wreaked
havoc across multiple
regions of Pakistan,
leaving one person
dead and at least five
others injured, while
flooding paralyzed
major cities including
Peshawar, Narowal,
A b b o t t a b a d ,
I s l a m a b a d ,
Rawalpindi, Lahore,
and Karachi.

In the Khyber dis-
trict, the roof of a
house collapsed dur-
ing heavy overnight
rainfall, killing a father
and injuring his two
children. Floodwaters
surged through sea-
sonal streams, push-
ing water into Bara
Bazaar. Authorities
have warned resi-
dents to remain cau-

tious as water levels in
the Bara River and
adjoining nullahs con-
tinue to rise.

In Peshawar,
downpours inundated
low-lying areas, forc-
ing the suspension of
the Bus Rapid Transit
(BRT) metro service.
Similar conditions
were reported in
Buner and Mohmand,
where floodwaters
entered homes,
stranding families.

In Abbottabad,
landslides triggered by
continuous rain
blocked roads, par-
ticularly at Kassala
Road near Tetyal in
Galiyat, halting traffic
flow. In Bilal Colony,
a boundary wall col-
lapsed, injuring three
people. The situation
turned critical in

Narowal, Punjab,
where relentless rain-
fall since last night
submerged the entire
city under 2–3 feet of
water. Streets and
markets turned into
streams, while dis-
placed flood victims,
already homeless,
now face worsening
hardships under the
open sky.

In the capital,
Rawal Dam reached
full capacity, prompt-
ing authorities to open
its spillways for nearly
five hours to manage
water inflow. Mean-
while, Islamabad and
Rawalpindi are ex-
pected to remain
partly cloudy, with fur-
ther light showers
forecast.

E l s e w h e r e ,
Lahore and the sur-

rounding areas have
witnessed intermittent
rainfall for the last 36
hours. The Met Office
predicts the showers
will continue until to-
morrow. The city re-
corded a minimum
temperature of 23°C,
with humidity at 94%
and winds blowing at
11 km per hour.

In Karachi, partly
cloudy skies are ex-
pected with light
drizzle. The maximum
temperature may rise
to 33°C, while humid-
ity remains above
70%. Winds from the
southwest are blowing
at 16 km per hour.

Authorities across
the country remain on
alert as the ongoing
rains raise fears of fur-
ther flooding and infra-
structure damage.

I S L A M A B A D
(INP):  The National
Assembly is holding
discussion on a motion
regarding the situation
arising of floods in the
country.

Participating in
the discussion, Minis-
ter for Kashmir Af-
fairs and Gilgit-
Baltistan Amir
Muqam highlighted
the devastation
caused by floods in
Gilgit-Baltistan. He
said we have provided
compensation to the
affected families at
their doorsteps. He
said the Prime Minis-
ter has also mobilized
NHA for restoration

of road infrastructure
in the region. He said
the federal govern-
ment has extended full
cooperation for rescue
and relief activities in
flood affected areas of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

M u h a m m a d
Aslam Ghumman ex-
pressed grief and sor-
row over the death and
destruction caused by
floods. Saira Afzal
Tarar emphasized the
need to take immedi-
ate measures to miti-
gate the impact of the
floods.

Minister for Rail-
ways Hanif Abbasi
said Pakistan’s
economy and defence

are in strong hands.
He said under the
leadership of Prime
Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, the foreign
policy is heading in the
right direction.

He mentioned the
warm welcome re-
ceived by the Prime
Minister in
China.Samina Khalid
Ghurki commended
armed forces for re-
maining at the fore-
front in dealing with
the situation arising
from floods.

Shahida Begum
highlighted that cli-
mate change is se-
verely affecting Paki-
stan, regretting that

precautionary mea-
sures were not taken.
She also condemned
encroachments along
the rivers. Aasia
Ishaque emphasized
that there should be
evacuation drills be-
fore the onset of mon-
soon season.

Syeda Nosheen
Iftikhar called for strict
action against timber
mafia saying it is re-
sponsible for defores-
tation in the country.
Noor Alam Khan said
India has committed
water aggression by
releasing water into
Pakistan, warning that
our arch enemy will
release more water.

LAHORE (INP):  India
has released more wa-
ter in Sutlej River,
which can be between
2,50,000 to 3,00,000
cusecs, irrigation

sources here said
on Tuesday.

The water stream
released from India’s
Pong and Bakhra dams
in Sutlej is expected to
reach Pakistan within
next 48 hours, accord-
ing to sources.

Indian authorities
have informed about
the water release from
their dams through its
high commission in
Islamabad, irrigation
sources said.

It is pertinent to
mention here that
Sutlej River has been
exceptionally high flood
at Ganda Singh Wala
Headworks for last one
month.

The Provincial Di-
saster Management
Authority (PDMA)
Punjab has issued a
high alert to districts

adjacent to Sutlej after
India released more
water flowing into Pa-
kistan.

“It has been high
flood at India’s Lower
Harike and Lower
Firozpur,” the PDMA
stated.

Punjab’s Kasur,
Okara, Bahawalnagar,
Pakpattan, Vehari,
Lodhran, Bahawalpur,
Multan, and
Muzaffargarh districts
have been at the risk of
inundation, officials
said.

Sutlej river has
been in high flood at
Head Sulemanki, while
Chenab has been in
high flood at Trimmu
headworks and the
flood flow is expected
to reach Multan this
evening.

The flood stream
in Chenab entering at
Rangpur point as wa-
ter level in the river
continuously surging.
A joint flood flow of
6,50,000 cusecs of

Ravi and Chenab is ex-
pected to pass through
the area.

The Indus River
carrying a large flood
flow could enter in
Sindh by September 6
to 7, officials said.

Currently, the river
has been in low flood
at Sindh’s Guddu,
Sukkur and Kotri bar-
rages.

Addressing a press
conference at the New
Sindh Secretariat, the
chief minister said that
1.077 million cusecs
flow had reached
Qadirabad Barrage four
days ago, with major
river flows converging
at Panjnad before enter-
ing the Indus at Kot
Mithan.

He noted that the
NDMA had forecast
800,000 to 1.1 million
cusecs at Guddu Bar-
rage around September
5, warning that “any-
thing above 900,000
cusecs is declared a
super flood.”

Medical board
recommends
“supportive

management”
for PTI

founder's
ear, dental

sensitivity issues
RAWALPINDI, Sept 02
(INP): The Pakistan In-
stitute of Medical Sci-
ences (PIMS) medical
board has recom-
mended

 “supportive man-
agement” for Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
founder Imran Khan due
to ear and dental sensi-
tivity issues, according
to his latest medical re-
port.

The board declared
Khan’s overall health to
be satisfactory,

apart from concerns
about his ear and dental
health.

The report noted
that since January 2024,
his ear has been under
specialist examination,
and for the first time,
supportive management
has been suggested for
both ear and teeth.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Vice President of the
Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP), Senator Sherry
Rehman, stated that the
era of large dams is over
and that the solution to
floods lies elsewhere.

Speaking to a pri-
vate TV channel, Sherry
Rehman emphasized
that even if the
Kalabagh Dam is con-
structed through some
miraculous interven-
tion, it would not pre-
vent floods. “Floods
will still occur, even if
Kalabagh Dam is built,”
she asserted, adding
that the focus should
shift to more practical
and sustainable solu-
tions.

Rehman argued
that whenever Pakistan
experiences a super
flood, the temptation to
seek “magic bullet” so-
lutions like mega dams
becomes stronger. How-
ever, she made it clear
that the era of massive
dams like Tarbela and
Mangla, which were
built with international
financial support, is
long past.

She pointed out
that both of these dams
are now dealing with
significant si ltation
problems due to the
high silt flows from the
Himalayan range.

“There is no doubt
that the need for better
storage exists, but we
must focus on small,
manageable solutions
such as micro-dams and
water harvesting reser-
voirs,” Rehman contin-
ued.

“We need to build
a network of small dams
that can absorb surges
and store water without
causing flooding. Let’s
not confuse the con-
cept of water storage
with flood control.”

PPP senator  also
highlighted what she
called Pakistan’s “ri-
diculously low” storage
capacity and stressed
that small dams are the
way forward.

 These smaller
projects are not only
easier to maintain and
finance but can be
operationalized much
faster. When it comes to
addressing the root
causes of flooding,
Rehman called for a
comprehensive climate-
water audit of the coun-
try.

This audit should
include joint solutions
to tackle unchecked ur-
ban development, ram-
pant deforestation, and
unsustainable moun-
tain mining practices.
She stressed that while
such steps won’t com-
pletely eliminate floods,
they will help mitigate
the impact.

“The reality is that
floods are a result of cli-
mate change, deforesta-
tion, and unchecked ur-
ban expansion. Flood-
ing will continue to oc-
cur, but we can manage
how we respond to it,
minimizing loss, includ-
ing agricultural dam-
age,” she said.

 Rehman also un-
derscored the impor-
tance of reassessing ag-
ricultural land use to
ensure future food and
water security.

She warned that
the increasing glacial
melt in the country’s
mountainous regions,
with some peaks seeing

a 16% increase, will only
intensify the frequency
and severity of floods.

She further criticized
the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KPK)
Chief Minister for refus-
ing to engage in discus-
sions on flood manage-
ment. Rehman remarked
that the CM’s decision to
skip meetings and his re-
jection of dam construc-

tion proposals were
contributing to a lack of
informed dialogue on
the issue.

“This is no longer
a natural calamity; it’s a
man-made disaster,”
she asserted. “If we
truly want to address
flooding, we need to
focus on long-term
planning, not glamor-
ous one-off fixes like

big dams.”
Rehman emphasized

that the construction of
large dams, such as
Kalabagh, is no longer
the answer. Instead, a
more holistic and realis-
tic approach to water
storage, climate resil-
ience, and sustainable
development is needed to
mitigate the damage
caused by floods.

ISLAMABAD: Speaker National Assembly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq in a meeting with CEO Lahore
Qalandars Rana Atif at Parliament House.

PESHAWAR: Provincial  Ameer Jamate Islami Abdul Wasay addressing a press conference at PPC.

PESHAWAR: Chairman Qumi  Watan Party Sikander Hayat Khan Shirpaoo addressing a press
conference at waten qour.
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Ahsan Iqbal visits Tianjin to discuss new op-
portunities for CPEC 2.0

Five terrorists including suicide bomber
killed in Bannu

Treasury, opposition unite in backing water
reservoirs to curb flood devastation

PTI decides to boycott NA sessions, hold protests
outside Parliament House

Rescuers in Afghanistan race to reach remote
quake-hit mountain villages

KP CM supports Kalabagh Dam, urges Sindh
to resolve issues through dialogue

BANNU (INP): A major terrorist
attack on the FC (Frontier Corps)
line was foiled, in which five ter-
rorists,  including a suicide
bomber, were killed.

According to reports, follow-
ing the attack on the FC, an in-
tense gunbattle between the ter-
rorists and the security forces
continued for several hours,
spreading fear and panic in the
area due to heavy gunfire.

After the terrorists’ attack,
the sound of gunfire and explo-
sions caused widespread fear and
chaos in the area. According to
police, five terrorists entered the

FC line, and security forces en-
gaged them in combat.

Nearby residential homes
were also damaged due to the
gunfire and explosions. There are
reports of broken doors and shat-
tered windows in several homes,
and local residents were left terri-
fied. During the operation, all
routes leading to the FC line were
closed to prevent any interfer-
ence. DPO Bannu, Saleem
Kalachi, was personally present
at the scene and led the opera-
tion against the terrorists along
with a heavy contingent of po-
lice. Additional police forces, in-

cluding the Quick Response Unit,
were also called to the site.

According to security
sources, the area has been com-
pletely cordoned off, and a clear-
ance operation against the terror-
ists is ongoing.

The IG of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa stated that a major
attack on the FC in Bannu was
successfully foiled, with five ter-
rorists,  including a suicide
bomber, killed. He added that a
significant terrorist plot was
averted through timely action,
and a search and clearance op-
eration is underway in Bannu.

TIANJIN, China  (INP): Federal
Minister for Planning, Develop-
ment and Special Initiatives Pro-
fessor Ahsan Iqbal visited Tianjin
on the sidelines of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO)
Summit to discuss new opportu-
nities for Pakistan under the sec-
ond phase of the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC 2.0).

Tianjin, a major industrial and
economic hub in northern China,
is home to the country’s largest
port in the region and serves as a
global financial center.

During his visit, the minister
highlighted the potential to
deepen collaboration in key sec-
tors critical to Pakistan’s long-
term growth. “There are immense
opportunities to strengthen
Pakistan’s ports, renewable en-
ergy, and livestock sectors
through CPEC 2.0,” he said, ac-
cording to a news release on Tues-
day.

Ahsan Iqbal toured the Huan
Sheng New Energy Solar Plant,
an advanced solar manufacturing
facility at the forefront of the
Fourth Industrial Revolution.

Calling it a “fully automated,

cutting-edge project,” he praised
China’s leadership in solar tech-
nology and emphasized that Pa-
kistan is ready to adopt similar
innovations.

“The future belongs to solar
and green energy. We invite Chi-
nese companies to invest in
Pakistan’s growing clean energy
market,” he said, adding modern
energy projects like these would
help Pakistan meet its
sustainability goals and energy
demands.

During his visit to a leading
Chinese animal vaccine develop-
ment company, Ahsan Iqbal dis-
cussed the possibility of estab-
lishing a production plant in Pa-
kistan.

He said Pakistan is working
closely with Chinese firms to ex-
plore this initiative, which he de-
scribed as “critical for disease
eradication and meat export
growth.” “Livestock is a strong
pillar of Pakistan’s agricultural
economy. Making animals dis-
ease-free and increasing our meat
exports is an important national
goal,” he said. The minister also
outlined Pakistan’s vision to cre-

ate modern research centers that
integrate Chinese expertise and
serve as platforms for knowledge
exchange, innovation, and tech-
nology transfer.

“We are establishing modern
research centers that are a guar-
antee of future development.
With the help of China, we are
promoting full cooperation in ag-
ricultural biotechnology to im-
prove crop yields, food security,
and rural livelihoods,” he added.

The minister reiterated
Pakistan’s commitment to har-
nessing the full potential of CPEC
Phase II, which shifts the focus
from infrastructure development
to industrialization, innovation
and sustainability.

He said CPEC 2.0 aims to
build upon the foundation laid in
the first phase, propelling Paki-
stan toward a more technologi-
cally advanced, economically di-
verse, and climate-resilient future.

“We are creating a platform
to fully benefit from Chinese tech-
nology and experience. Pakistan-
China cooperation will reach new
heights under CPEC 2.0,” he
vowed.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  Voices in
support of water reservoirs ech-
oed from both sides of the aisle
in the National Assembly, as par-
liamentarians expressed concern
over the unprecedented flood
situation in the country.

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) MNA Ali Muhammad Khan
called for a national policy for
water reservoirs while Defence
Minister Khawaja Asif advocated
the construction of big and small
dams, urging that the issue be
kept above political differences.

The lawmakers' concern over
shortage of water storage facili-
ties comes in the wake of wide-
spread inundation Punjab due to
torrential rains coupled with wa-
ter discharge from India.

Before Punjab,  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Gilgit Baltistan and
Azad Jammu and Kashmir regions
were lashed with torrential rains
resulting in landslides and flash
floods which wreaked havoc in
the country's north.

As per the National Disaster
Management Authority's
(NDMA) statistics, 874 people
have died in various rain and
flood-related incidents in the
country since June 26.

KP leads with most fatalities
with 488 deaths, followed by
Punjab's 216, Sindh's 58, GB's 41,
AJK's 37, Balochistan's 26 and

eight in Islamabad.
Asif recalled that country’s

two big dams were constructed
by a dictator's regime because
they managed to create consen-
sus, whereas the politicians
wasted time in political point-scor-
ing.

The defence minister called
for the construction of dams.
"Raising bigger dams will take 10
to 15 years but we can at least
start with small dams to store
water and control the situation",
he said.

He said it was a national is-
sue, therefore, there should not
be any differences, adding that
there should be minimum agenda
on which a consensus be
reached. "Do not do politics and
block roads against the construc-
tion of water reservoirs," the de-
fence czar remarked.

The minister further termed
the unprecedented floods, par-
ticularly in Punjab and KP, a man-
made disaster, noting that the
political elite also share the re-
sponsibility for the disaster. Do
not call it a natural calamity rather
it is a man-made disaster caused
by encroachment of riverbeds, he
said. The National Assembly
while suspending the order of the
day, including question hour,
held a discussion on the flood situ-
ation.

The defence minister noted
that it was high time for self-ac-
countability after the nature and
rivers are taking revenge for oc-
cupying waterways and river-
beds.

"Everybody has noted that
hotels were also raised on river-
beds in Swat and other parts of
the province and parts of the
country", he said.

Asif said a contractor who
belongs to his city, Sialkot, and is
now a Senate member, sold out
plots on land of nullahs and ri-
verbeds, playing havoc with the
nature. He said in February 2022,
then deputy commissioner wrote
a letter to the Punjab chief secre-
tary and the scam was exposed
after the floodwater swept away
houses constructed on the land
of nullahs and rivers.

He questioned how much
land was retrieved from mafia and
encroachments removed in the
last three years. He agreed with
the proposal of Ali Muhammad
for constructing Mohmand Dam
but he noted that there was im-
mediate need for smaller dams
which could be raised in the short-
est possible time.

The politician called for a
unified national response to miti-
gate human suffering and prop-
erty damage caused by devastat-
ing floods. ISLAMABAD (INP):  After

submitting resignations from
multiple parliamentary panels,
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) has now decided to boy-
cott National Assembly (NA)
sessions.

The move, in line with the
PTI founder Imran Khan's di-
rectives, will see the party con-
verge outside the Parliament
House for informal proceed-
ings.

The development comes
against the backdrop of mul-
tiple disqualifications of PTI
lawmakers, including former
leader of the opposition in the
NA and Senate Omar Ayub
and Shibli Faraz, after the
courts sentenced them in cases
related to the May 9 riots —
further exacerbating the

former ruling party's existing
legal woes.

Announcing the decision,
PTI Chairman Barrister
Gohar Ali Khan said that the
parliamentary party's mem-
bers fully support the decision
and they would now be stag-
ing peaceful protest gatherings
outside the Parliament House.

"Our members were dis-
qualified, and we were not
even allowed to speak. If we
wanted to celebrate Indepen-
dence Day, they did not allow
us to do so either," Gohar la-
mented while reflecting on
PTI lawmakers' disqualifica-
tions.

"We tried to present our
demands in the assembly ses-
sion in a democratic manner,
but we were not allowed to

speak," the PTI chairman
added.

When contacted, PTI In-
formation Secretary Waqas
Akram confirmed the develop-
ment.

But when asked, would the
party lawmakers totally stay
away from the session, he ex-
plained that the members
would briefly attend each sit-
ting and then come out in pro-
test.

"Our members will hold
assembly outside the Parlia-
ment," he explained.

Meanwhile, NA Speaker
Ayaz Sadiq has urged PTI-
backed Sunni Ittehad Council
(SIC) members to reconsider
their decision to resign from the
standing committees of the
Lower House.

KABUL (INP):  Rescuers in Af-
ghanistan will try to reach iso-
lated villages in the eastern region
of Kunar, the epicentre of an
earthquake that killed over 800
people and injured more than
2,800.
Rescue operations were carried
out in four villages in Kunar on
Monday after the quake struck
and efforts will now be focused
on reaching more remote moun-
tain areas, said Ehsanullah Ehsan,
the provincial head of disaster
management.

"We cannot accurately pre-
dict how many bodies might still
be trapped under the rubble,"
said Ehsan. "Our effort is to com-
plete these operations as soon as
possible and to begin distribut-
ing aid to the affected families."

One of Afghanistan's worst
earthquakes, with a magnitude of
6, struck around midnight local
time on Monday, at a shallow
depth of 10 km (6 miles), killing

812 people in the eastern prov-
inces of Kunar and Nangarhar.
Mountainous terrain and inclem-
ent weather have hindered res-
cuers reaching remote areas
along the Pakistani border where
the quake flattened mudbrick
homes.

Gaining access for vehicles
on the narrow mountain roads
was the main obstacle for relief
work, said Ehsan, adding machin-
ery was being brought in to clear
roads of debris.

On Tuesday, a line of ambu-
lances was on the damaged
mountain road trying to reach
Kunar villages, as helicopters
flew in, bringing aid supplies and
taking the injured to hospitals,
according to a Reuters
witness.Some of those injured
have been transferred to hospi-
tals in Kabul and the adjacent
province of Nangarhar, said
Ehsan. Taliban soldiers were de-
ployed in the area, providing

help and security. The disaster has
further stretched the war-torn
nation's Taliban administration,
already grappling with a sharp
drop in foreign aid and deporta-
tions of hundreds of thousands
of Afghans by neighbouring
countries.

"National and international
organisations are present in the
area, have organised their assis-
tance, and, God willing, aid will be
distributed in an orderly manner,"
said Ehsan.Rescue teams and au-
thorities are trying to dispose of
animal carcasses quickly so as to
minimise the risk of contamination
to water resources, a UN official
said on Monday.

"Damaged roads, ongoing
aftershocks, and remote locations
of many villages severely impede
the delivery of aid," the World
Health Organisation said in a situ-
ation update, adding that over
12,000 people had been affected
by the quake.

PESHAWAR (INP):  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister Ali
Amin Gandapur has announced
his strong support for the con-
struction of the Kalabagh Dam,
urging the Sindh government to
engage in dialogue to resolve the
issues surrounding the project.

The Kalabagh Dam is a pro-
posed hydroelectric project lo-
cated on the Indus River in
Mianwali District, Punjab. How-
ever, it has faced significant op-
position from political parties in
Sindh and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Speaking to journalists in
Peshawar, Gandapur emphasized
that the Kalabagh Dam is vital for
Pakistan’s future, calling it the
“backbone” of the country’s wa-
ter and energy needs.

He acknowledged the reser-
vations expressed by the Awami
National Party (ANP) and resi-
dents in Sindh and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, but argued that
these concerns should not pre-
vent the dam’s construction.

“It would be a grave injus-
tice to let this issue remain unre-
solved just because of some res-
ervations,” Gandapur said. He

suggested that the dam could be
relocated to a new site to avoid
submerging the population of
Nowshera city.

Gandapur stressed that the
Kalabagh Dam is crucial for the
country’s prosperity, and its
construction should proceed
without violating anyone’s
rights.

“We cannot put politics be-
fore the state. First comes the
state, then polit ics.  The
Kalabagh Dam is essential for
future generations,” he added.

He also urged the Sindh
government to come to the table
for dialogue, saying, “If Sindh
feels its rights are being affected,
let us sit down and discuss it”.

In a separate briefing, Chief
Minister Gandapur provided an
update on the recent floods that
devastated several districts of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. He con-
firmed that 490 people lost their
lives in the floods, and the wa-
ters, rising up to 14 feet, de-
stroyed numerous homes.

Gandapur explained that
provincial institutions had been
mobilized swiftly and rescue op-

erations were completed within 24
hours.

He also highlighted that dis-
tricts like Buner, Shangla, Swabi,
and Swat were among the worst
affected by the recent rains.

The Chief Minister also con-
firmed that the heirs of the de-
ceased have been compensated
with Rs2 million each.
Homeowners whose properties
were completely destroyed are
being given Rs1 million. Compen-
sation for the injured is still being
processed, with 50% of the claims
paid so far due to a shortage of
checkbooks.

On the restoration efforts,
Gandapur stated that infrastruc-
ture rebuilding is underway and
relief work is progressing rapidly.
He noted that the damage could
have been significantly reduced
if dams had been constructed ear-
lier, adding that work on new dams
is now actively progressing.

While acknowledging that
Rs1 million may not be enough to
fully rebuild homes, Gandapur
emphasized that it is an initial aid
package to help victims get back
to normal life as soon as possible.

BEIJING: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif meets with President of
People's Republic of China Xi Jinping.

RAWALPINDI:  Federal Minister Railways Muhammad Hanif Abbasi inaugurated Sui Gas Sub-Regional Office city, Rawalpindi -
Bringing timely services to citizens' doorstep and advancing development under the Prime Minister's vision.

ISLAMABAD: Chief of Staff Bahrian Defence Force Lt General Theyab bin Saqr Al Nuaimi called on
Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Naveed Ashraf at Naval Headquarters.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Prime Minister's Youth Programme (PMYP) Rana Mashood wintnessing
the LOI signing between Destinations and Prime Minister's Youth Programme.


