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CM Sarfraz Bugti: Skills
Development Key to

Tackling Unemployment

Green Buses for Quetta:
Fleet of 21 Vehicles

En Route from
China to Pakistan

Green Buses for Quetta:
Fleet of 21 Vehicles En Route

from China to Pakistan
QUETTA: Chief
Minister of
Balochistan, Mir
Sarfraz Bugti, has said
that unemployment is
one of the biggest chal-
lenges facing the prov-
ince and stressed the
need to create more
job opportunities in the
private sector. He em-
phasized that the youth
of Balochistan are the
province’s most valu-
able asset, and the
government is commit-
ted to equipping them
with education, skills,
and employment op-
portunities for a
brighter future.

Speaking at a re-
view meeting of the
Youth Skills Develop-
ment Program held at
the Chief Minister ’s
Secretariat Quetta,
CM Bugti stated that
“smuggling and illegal
businesses are not the
future of our young
generation; we want
to provide them with
respectable livelihoods
through skill develop-
ment and education.”

The meeting was
attended by Advisor on
Labour and Man-
power Sardar Ghulam
Rasool Umrani, Chief
Secretary Shakeel
Qadir Khan, Principal

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: A fleet of 21
modern buses, including
16 green buses and five
pink buses, has been dis-
patched from a Chinese
port and is expected to
arrive in Quetta within
the next 20 days, accord-
ing to sources in the
Balochistan Transport
Department.

Officials confirmed
that the buses will soon
be operational on the
roads of Quetta, marking
a major step toward ad-
dressing the city’s long-
standing demand for a

Balochistan Political Parties Announce Province-Wide Protest
on September 8 After Quetta Attack

Staff Reporter:
QUETTA: Leaders of six major political par-
ties in Balochistan held a joint press confer-
ence at the Quetta Press Club, strongly con-
demning the suicide attack of September 2 at
Shahwani Stadium, Saryab Road, during the
fourth death anniversary of veteran nationalist
leader Sardar Attaullah Mengal.

The tragic attack claimed the lives of 15
political workers and left 41 others injured.
Senior leaders, including Mahmood Khan
Achakzai of Pashtunkhwa Milli Awami Party
(PkMAP), BNP leader Sardar Akhtar Jan
Mengal, along with representatives of ANP,
National Party, PTI, and Majlis Wahdat-ul-
Muslimeen, narrowly escaped unharmed.

Announcing a province-wide rail and
wheel jam, shutter-down strike, rallies, and pro-
test demonstrations on September 8, Mahmood
Khan Achakzai said the incident was an at-
tack on democratic forces.

He emphasized that the leadership would
continue their political struggle for constitutional
supremacy, the protection of provincial rights,
and the dignity of the people. “We are not
slaves. Our fight is for equality, justice, and the

Balochistan Political Parties
Announce Province-Wide

Protest on September 8 After
Quetta Attack

China Reaffirms Commitment to Peaceful
Development: President Xi Jinping

B E I J I N G
(XINHUA): Chinese
President Xi Jinping
has reiterated that
China will remain
committed to peaceful
development, empha-
sizing the country’s
role in fostering global
cooperation and build-
ing a shared future for
humanity.

Speaking on
Wednesday at an
event marking the 80th
anniversary of the vic-
tory against Japanese
aggression and the glo-
bal fight against fas-
cism, Xi, who is also
General Secretary of
the Communist Party
of China (CPC) Cen-
tral Committee and
Chairman of the Cen-
tral Military Commis-
sion, highlighted the
importance of peace
and dialogue in today’s

Secretary Babar
Khan, Labour Secre-
tary Niaz Nichari, DG
BTEVTA Tariq Javed
Mengal, and other se-
nior officials.
30,000 Youth to

Receive
Training in

Various Sectors
Officials briefed

the Chief Minister that
under the Youth Skills
Development Pro-
gram, 30,000 young
men and women will
be trained in different
fields with the support
of certified institutions.
The initiative aims to
prepare the youth with
modern, market-ori-
ented skills that will
enable them to secure

employment both lo-
cally and internation-
ally.
Special Focus on
Border Districts

CM Bugti an-
nounced that youth
from border districts
will be given special
priority in the Skills
Development Pro-
gram and the Interest-
Free Loan Program,
helping them move
away from smuggling
and illegal trade to-
ward sustainable and
respectable employ-
ment.
Government’s Top

Priority: Jobs
and Education

for Youth

The Chief Minis-
ter directed that the
program’s goals must
be achieved on time
with complete trans-
parency and merit. He
reaffirmed that the
p r o v i n c i a l
government’s top pri-
orities include:

Educational schol-
arships for deserving
students

Skill development
initiatives aligned with
modern needs

Employment op-
portunities in the pub-
lic and private sectors

He said these
steps will enable the
youth of Balochistan to
play an effective role
in the progress and de-
velopment of Paki-
stan.

world. “Humanity
once again stands at a
crossroads — be-
tween peace or war,
dialogue or confronta-
tion, and win-win co-
operation or zero-sum
competition,” Xi said.

The Chinese

SHO among three policemen
martyred in Karak attack

NEWS DESK: At least
three policemen, includ-
ing a Station House Of-
ficer (SHO), were killed
when unidentified gun-
men opened fire on a
police patrol vehicle in
the Banda Daud Shah
area of Karak district,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(K-P), on Thursday.

According to po-
lice, SHO Umar Nawaz
was on routine patrol
with two constables
when their mobile came
under a sudden ambush.
The attackers sprayed
the vehicle with bullets,
leaving all three officers
dead on the spot.

A spokesperson for
Karak police confirmed
the incident and said the
attackers fled the scene
immediately after the as-
sault. Security forces
later cordoned off the
area and carried a search
operation.

Authorities have

not yet released further
details on the perpetra-
tors or the progress of
the investigation.

Separately,  on
Tuesday, unidentified
gunmen attacked a pas-
senger vehicle in Lower
Kurram, killing at least
seven people in K-P. Ac-
cording to the police, the
attackers opened fire on

reliable and modern pub-
lic transport system.

 The introduction of
pink buses, dedicated to
women passengers, is
aimed at ensuring safe
and affordable transpor-
tation for female commut-
ers, who have long faced
difficulties in the ab-
sence of proper facilities.

The government
had earlier announced
that the green bus ser-
vice would be launched
in Quetta by the end of
June. However, due to
technical delays and un-
favorable regional cir-

cumstances, the arrival
of the buses was post-
poned.

 The provincial gov-
ernment has now reiter-
ated its commitment to
providing efficient trans-
port services, with the
new fleet expected to
ease traffic congestion
and improve daily com-
muting for thousands of
residents.

Transport officials
added that the initiative
reflects the
government’s focus on
sustainable urban mobil-
ity and gender-inclusive

facilities. Citizens and
civil society groups have
repeatedly highlighted
the need for affordable
and safe public trans-
port in Quetta, and the
launch of this service is
seen as a response to
those long-pending de-
mands.

With the addition of
these buses, Quetta’s
public transport infra-
structure is set for a
much-needed improve-
ment, offering residents
a more comfortable, safe,
and dependable com-
muting experience.

rights of our people,” he declared.
Achakzai stressed that the natural re-

sources of Balochistan must first and foremost
benefit its people.

He called for accountability and justice,
urging the state to ensure that those respon-
sible are brought to book. He added that de-
spite the anger and grief, political parties chose
a peaceful and democratic response rather than
violence.

BNP President Akhtar Mengal described
the tragedy as “heartbreaking,” recalling how
workers chanting political slogans moments
earlier were targeted mercilessly. He said the
martyrs belong not only to one party but to the
entire province, and their sacrifices will
strengthen the political struggle.

Leaders from National Party, ANP, PTI,
and Majlis Wahdat-ul-Muslimeen also ad-
dressed the press conference, urging the pub-
lic, traders, transporters, civil society, and youth
to participate in the peaceful protest on Sep-
tember 8.

They said this united action would be a
tribute to the martyrs and a powerful message
of solidarity for peace in Balochistan.

president underlined
that the Chinese
people will stay on the
right side of history,
continue to follow the
path of peaceful de-
velopment, and work
with other countries to
advance the vision of

a community with a
shared future for man-
kind.

This reaffirmation
comes as China posi-
tions itself as a key
player in global peace,
stability, and multilat-
eral cooperation.

the passenger vehicle
near Ahmad Khan Kalle
and fled the scene.
Kurram District Police
Officer (DPO) Kurram
Malik Habib stated that
the attack was an attempt
to sabotage peace in the
area.

These recent am-
bushes come amid a
surge in militant violence

against police in K-P. In
August alone, over 13
coordinated gun and
grenade attacks were
launched by terrorists in
seven districts, killing at
least six policemen. Of-
ficials described the In-
dependence Day as-
saults as a direct chal-
lenge to the state’s au-
thority.
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New monsoon reality

Unlocking the promise of Pakistan's youth

What does India want?

By Syed Mansoor
Ahmed:

IN the mountains of

South Asia, the mon-
soon once arrived like a
marching band — broad,
rhythmic and predict-
able. Today, however, it
strikes with precision,
dropping torrents of wa-
ter on narrow valleys
and towns while nearby
areas stay dry. These ul-
tra-intense downpours,
commonly called ‘cloud-
bursts’, unleash more
than 100mm of rain per
hour over small
catchments, turning a
single street or hamlet
into ground zero of de-
struction.

In August 2025,

Buner in KP experienced
such a storm: 150mm of
rain fell in just an hour,
unleashing flash floods
and landslides that
killed hundreds. Across
the border, India’s
Uttarkashi saw a cloud-
burst  sweep away
homes in Dharali, while
another struck Kishtwar,
displacing families and
flattening infrastructure.
These are not isolated
accidents but part of a
wider transformation of
the South Asian mon-
soon, which is becoming
less predictable and
more violent.

The science is clear.
Warmer air traps and car-

ries more moisture, and
as mountains force this
moisture upward, it con-
denses and falls vio-
lently, creating what sci-
entists describe as ‘rain
bombs’. The IPCC con-
firms that heavy precipi-
tation events are becom-
ing more frequent across
South Asia and will con-
tinue intensifying
throughout this century.
When such rain bombs
coincide with glacier-
melt season, the impact
multiplies: river flows
spike suddenly, flash
flood risks surge and
downstream communi-
ties face devastation.

The toll of these

storms is profound.
Houses, bridges, micro-
hydels, orchards and
entire markets can van-
ish in minutes, leaving
settlements cut off from
roads, power and com-
munication. Pakistan’s
catastrophic 2022 floods
caused nearly $30 billion
in damage, demonstrat-
ing how even localised
cloudbursts can tip frag-
ile mountain economies
into long-term crisis.
Environmentally, satu-
rated slopes collapse,
boulders crash down-
stream.

By Saima
Hashim:

Pakistan stands at a

demographic cross-
roads. With 60% of our
population under 30 —
one of the world's larg-
est youth cohorts — our
nation pulses with un-
paralleled potential. Yet
this promise is being
systematically stifled.
Deep-rooted inequities
in nutrition, health and
education shackle mil-
lions from birth, while
gender disparities cast a

crippling shadow over
our collective future.

The World Bank's
2020 Human Capital In-
dex delivers a devastat-
ing verdict: under cur-
rent conditions, a Paki-
stani child will achieve
only 41% of their produc-
tive potential — less
than half the outcome of
a British child (78%). As
global attention high-
lighted this on World
Population Day — with
its theme of empowering

youth to build families
in a fair, hopeful world
— Pakistan's trajectory
demands immediate reck-
oning. How can a nation
thrive when systemic
barriers deny its great-
est asset — its young
people — the tools to
flourish?

For countless
young Pakistanis, key
life decisions are shaped
by forces beyond their
control. Many face pres-
sure to leave school

early, marry young or
take on adult responsi-
bilities without support.
The freedom to choose
when and how to start a
family often remains out
of reach. We must ask
ourselves honestly: are
we creating the right
conditions for young
people to make in-
formed, confident deci-
sions about their lives?

By Ikram Ul
Ahad:

Trump, Modi 's New
Delhi may lay down its
redlines of not conced-
ing to the US pressure
on buying Russian oil,
allowing US agricultural
products, dithering on
trade negotiations and
accepting no mediation
in the Indo-Pak context;
the fact remains that the
shine from the 'shining
India' is beginning to
peel off. Indian foreign
policy once again is in
wilderness. We shall dis-
cuss the SCO meet-up
between Modi, Putin
and Xi next week. So, in
its yearning for a plaint
Pakistan, India needs to
ask itself: Is a pliant Pa-
kistan possible? Can
Islamabad structurally
support subservience to
New Delhi? Will
Pakistan's stakeholders
ever acquiesce and sup-
port Indian dominance
and hegemony? The an-
swers to these ques-
tions, and many more on

these lines, is a robust
'No'. Because such a
possibility will erode the
raison de etre of Paki-
stan, its existence and
its foundations.

First, without going
into the lessons of his-
tory, Afghan and Central
Asian Muslim dynas-
ties ruled India for cen-
turies. The over hun-
dred years of British rule
allowed Hindu
majoritarianism to turn
into communalism.
Fanned hatred in move-
ments like Shudhhi and
Singhton, forced a re-
think on the Muslims to
go for an independent
Muslim country, Paki-
stan. The departing Brit-
ish left a mess like they
did all over their colo-
nies. The wounds of
batwara, or indepen-
dence, were too deep as
both India and Pakistan
looked for missing men,
women and children
years later,  on both

sides. Rape, pillage, ar-
son, loot and plunder
characterised August
1947, when canals, riv-
ers and trains were
blood-soaked and car-
ried dead bodies. Mil-
lions perished. Then
both newly independent
countries went to wars
in 1948, 1965, 1971, 1999
and in May 2025 more
recently, not to count
the many military esca-
lations in between.  Sec-
ond, even now New
Delhi and Hindutva-
driven Modi sarkar
leaves no stone
unturned in maligning
Pakistan regionally and
domestically, calling it
'Terroristan', and blam-
ing it for any acts of
omission and commis-
sion on its soil, that are
purely the result  of
India's own security fail-
ures.

By Ibrahim Khalil:

Afghanistan conundrum
The Taliban takeover of Kabul on

15 August 2021 was met with a mix of
high excitement and cautious skepti-
cism in Pakistan. Country's political
and security establishment consid-
ered it as an opportunity to secure
Pakistan's western borders, hoping
that the Taliban regime will address
its two longstanding core concerns -
rolling back Indian influence; and de-
nying sanctuaries to militant groups
targeting Pakistan. However, four
years on, Pakistani officials say their
expectations proved to be pure illu-
sions. Since the return of Taliban at
the helm in Afghanistan, security situ-
ation along Pakistan's western border
has deteriorated with every passing
year. In contrast, before Doha process
gained momentum in 2020, Pakistan
had largely decimated TTP.

The change of regime in Kabul
infused new life into TTP. With lib-
erty to move freely around Afghani-
stan, access to sophisticated weap-
ons abandoned by Afghan National
Army and flushed with cash, the
group rapidly reorganised and regen-
erated its capabilities. Similarly, BLA
that had been severely weakened due
to military crackdown also reinvigo-
rated under changed regional strate-
gic environment. But during the pe-
riod coinciding with the Taliban rule,
BLA attacks in Pakistan have in-
creased manifold in frequency and le-
thality.

Frustrated by worsening security
situation, Pakistan has been alternat-
ing between soft and hard power mea-
sures against the present Afghan re-
gime. Diplomatic measures like visits
to Kabul by high-level officials, del-
egations of renowned clerics, tribal
elders, parliamentarians as well as
punitive actions ranging from institut-
ing visa regime replacing open bor-
ders, closure of border crossings,
suspension of trade to aerial strikes
against TTP hideouts, all have failed
to move Kabul against anti-Pakistan
militant groups. The situation, from
Islamabad's perspective, has instead
worsened, as Kabul's assistance has
gradually shifted from sheltering and
providing a permissive environment
to active state support to TTP. Cred-
ible intelligence exists to establish that
regime security apparatus is provid-
ing financial and material support to
both TTP and BLA.

Afghanistan had started shelter-
ing and aiding anti-Pakistan militias
under Karzai regime. Support substan-
tially increased when Ashraf Ghani
government was in power. However,
it never reached the levels seen under
present regime in Afghanistan. Under
persistent pressure of Pakistan, Af-
ghan regime has asked TTP fighters
to shift their families away from bor-
der areas to Ghazni. However, reloca-
tion of families has not restrained TTP,
as fighters return to their camps to
form part of infiltration groups. In-
stead, it may have opposite effect, by
further emboldening militants believ-
ing their families are protected from
any reprisals by Pakistan.

It is hard to discern strategic cal-
culus of Kabul in supporting militant
groups against Pakistan, its erstwhile
benefactor. Instead of developing pro-
ductive economic relationship which
helps lift its people from miserable
poverty what it gains by sheltering
and aiding anti-Pakistan militants is
difficult to comprehend.

One plausible explanation is that
in essence present Afghan govern-

ment is the political face of a jihadi
armed group. For such ideological
groups, ideology and ethnic affinities
have much greater significance than
nuances of statecraft. Hence, an obli-
gation to help TTP due to ethnic and
jihadi ties, even at the cost of rela-
tions with Afghanistan's most impor-
tant neighbour. It may also be that
Taliban regime doesn't feel encum-
bered with responsibilities of serving
people, like governments in more nor-
mal states. Then there is internal
power struggle among three known
power centres in Afghanistan -
Kandahar, Kabul and Haqqanis. They
may be hedging their bets for a pos-
sible future internecine conflict. Ev-
ery group will like to have TTP with
substantial combat potential on its
side in another civil war. This also ex-
plains the defiance of directives by
supreme leader Mullah Habitullah,
forbidding any attacks against Paki-
stan from Afghan soil.

Lately, China has stepped in to
improve relations between Pakistan
and Afghanistan. Trilateral meetings
among China, Pakistan and Afghani-
stan foreign ministers have been held
in Beijing and Kabul in May and Au-
gust this year. However, instead of any
material progress against militant
groups, before high-level visits and
engagements Kabul publicises arrest
of few low-level TTP functionaries,
who are quietly released after the
event is over. The Taliban regime se-
curity apparatus has carried out quite
successful operations against ISKP,
which it perceives as a threat to its
rule. Yet it remains reluctant to move
against TTP. This reluctance also
stems from the need to avoid
antagonising its foot soldiers who
maintain close ethnic, religious and
battlefield loyalties with the group.
However, this still doesn't explain
harbouring BLA, with whom Taliban
have no such affinities.

Kabul's growing military relation-
ship with India is another matter of
concern for Pakistan. Islamabad has
always seen Indian involvement in
Afghanistan with great suspicion. It
believes that India has no legitimate
interest in Afghanistan and only seeks
to use Afghan soil for destabilising
Pakistan. To make matters worse Af-
ghan government is seeking weapons,
equipment, training and technical sup-
port for its military from India, bypass-
ing all the capacity available across
the border in Pakistan.

While the US has been con-
cerned about growth of ISKP, it has
largely remained indifferent to other
terrorist groups burgeoning in Af-
ghanistan. Due to its global agenda
and transnational network, IS is con-
sidered by the US as a threat to its
interests. Whereas TTP, ETIM and
BLA have not attracted the US and
West's attention due to their regional
objectives.

ISKP is also a rare point of con-
vergence between Taliban regime and
the US. However, this approach may
prove to be delusional. ISKP was
formed from TTP when its cadre had
been forced to retreat to Afghanistan
under pressure of Pakistan's military.
Its current senior leadership hails
from renegade TTP and Haqqani com-
manders. It is also networked with
TTP, Al Qaeda, ETIM, Uzbek militants
and BLA. Moreover, any geographi-
cal space where state loses its control
provides enabling environment for
terror groups of all kind to flourish.
Back in 2010.

Pakistan
doesn't need
provinces; it

needs its
Constitution

The sudden enthusiasm
for carving Pakistan into
no less than 37 prov-
inces is being sold as a
solution to political in-
stability and weak gov-
ernance. The claim is
that smaller provinces
would improve service
delivery and reduce the
gap between state and
society. No doubt, the
argument is tempting.
But is it the real answer
to Pakistan’s gover-
nance crisis?

Will more provinces
automatically instill re-
spect for the Constitu-
tion and acceptance of
the people’s mandate?
How can simply dividing
Pakistan’s four prov-
inces into many more
suddenly end the hybrid
system and allow demo-
cratic principles to take
root? And will unelected
forces truly step back to
let political parties call
the shots?

The truth is that
Pakistan’s governance
crisis does not stem from
having too few prov-
inces. It comes from our
refusal to respect the
Constitution, which al-
ready provides for a
three-tier system de-
signed to bring the state
to people’s doorsteps.

Article 140-A re-
quires each province to
establish local govern-
ments with “political,
administrative and finan-
cial responsibility”. In
other words, Pakistan al-
ready has the framework
for a responsive,
decentralised model. The
tragedy is that the
policymakers over the
years have treated these
constitutional clauses as
optional.

Consider Punjab.
With over 127 million
people, it is not only
Pakistan’s largest prov-
ince but also one of the
largest administrative
units in the world.
Punjab last held local
government elections in
2015.

When councils were
elected, their budgets
were kept under the
thumb of deputy com-
missioners, stripping
mayors of financial au-
tonomy.

By Durdana
Najam:

Climate
resilience
starts with

accountability
Northern Pakistan has
witnessed a troubling
surge in climate induced
disasters over the past
few years. From flash
floods in Gilgit-Baltistan
to landslides in Chitral,
the region's fragile infra-
structure is repeatedly
overwhelmed. Roads are
blocked, bridges swept
away, and water chan-
nels disrupted, leaving
communities isolated
and vulnerable. Hun-
dreds of precious lives
have been lost to climate-
related disasters recently
all over Pakistan and
many dozens out of them
in G-B. Among the vic-
tims were several tourists
who perished in the
Babusar flash flood, as
well as more than seven
young men from the
Danyore in Gilgit who
were buried under debris
while repairing a water
supply channel dam-
aged by flooding. While
climate action is rightly
gaining momentum, one
critical area remains un-
der addressed: the resil-
ience and quality of pub-
lic infrastructure.

The problem is not
just the intensity of natu-
ral disasters but the poor
quality of infrastructure
that fails to withstand
them. In many cases,
roads and bridges col-
lapse not solely due to
the force of nature but
because of substandard
construction and lack of
oversight. Communities
often voice concerns
about the durability of
public works, but their
voices rarely influence
planning or implementa-
tion.

Balochistan Budget 2025:
A People-Centric Vision or Just

Another Promise?

Governing AI

By Inam Ul
Haque:

PAKISTAN’S Na-

tional Artificial Intelli-
gence Policy, 2025, was
approved by the federal
cabinet on July 31, 2025,
as a six-pillar roadmap to
build an AI ecosystem.

This is a welcome
step considering the in-
creasing use, applica-
tion, availability and
risks of AI in technol-
ogy-related sectors, as
well as the increased so-
cietal use of it. Whereas
the policy outlines an
ambitious plan related to
AI in Pakistan, it can
benefit with several ad-
ditions, and the address-
ing of contextual reali-
ties including impact and
risks that the plan does
not acknowledge.

The AI policy cre-
ated a National AI Fund
(allocating 30 per cent of
Ignite’s Research and
Development fund),
Centres of Excellence, an

AI Council/Directorate,
regulatory sandboxes
and national compute/
data infrastructure. The
policy prioritises sector
pilots in health, educa-
tion, agriculture and
governance, plus public
awareness. Targets in-
clude training up to one
million professionals by
2030; 3,000 scholarships
annually, paid intern-
ships and alignment with
global standards on eth-
ics, cybersecurity and
data protection. Imple-
mentation will follow a
master plan and action
matrix overseen by the
Ministry of Information
Technology and
Telecom. The
policymaking process
was not inclusive, as a
multi-stakeholder dia-
logue has not included
cross-cutting segments
of society, including en-
vironmentalists, civil so-
ciety, digital rights ex-

perts, media and the
healthcare and educa-
tion sectors; and there
is no transparency
around the stakeholder
engagement process.

Significantly, there
is no legislative basis for
taking these decisions,
as no parliamentary de-
bate (including in the IT
committees) has taken
place, other than the IT
ministry formulating the
policy through a
nontransparent pro-
cess. For starters, the
policy does not ac-
knowledge the limita-
tions in Pakistan’s digi-
tal infrastructure, in-
cluding a jarring digital
divide, which will impact
the implementation of
the AI policy equitably.
For instance, there was
a three-week mobile
internet shutdown
across Balochistan last
month, and internet con-
nectivity remains limited

in several other parts of
the country, including
KP’s western districts.

The policy speaks
of including AI in public
school curricula, but
thousands of schools
across the country are
devoid of functional
computer labs. For in-
stance, according to re-
ports, 1,482 govern-
ment-run schools in KP
lack computer lab facili-
ties. How then can AI be
taught to students who
do not even have access
to computers?

Furthermore, the
policy does not take into
account the dynamic
nature of AI and tech-
nology, and outlines no
strategy on how cur-
ricula for AI in the edu-
cation sector will be up-
dated with changes in
technology.

By Usama
Khilji:

By Shakeel
Ahmed Shah:

Sutlej rivers flow through
this area. Within the wa-
ter calculus, the
country’s entire agricul-
ture is dependant on wa-
ter flow from the Indus
river.

Glacial flood out-
burst also poses a seri-
ous threat to the
country’s climate in the
Karakorum range.

The sole aim was
reaching and under-
standing the possible
nodes of surge-type gla-
ciers, which are charac-
terized by unsteady
movements and frequent
frontal advances of gla-
ciers.

As result, it causes
natural hazards by ob-
structing river channels,
forming ice-dammed
lakes, which will ulti-
mately cause GLOFs and

pose threats down-
stream of the water. Af-
ter meaningful analysis,
it revealed that a surge
between 1998 and 2002
generated 6 GLOFs.

Damages by Climate
Change:

Meanwhile, rigor-
ous critical exploration
of the Attabad Lake of
Hunza Valley in Gilgit-
Baltistan is the distinc-
tive event to justify the
future threats of climate
change in the center of
freshwater.

The lake flooding
displaced more than
6,000 people from up-
stream villages and inun-
dated over 19 kilometers
of the Karakorum High-
way.

Recently,  global
warming and subse-
quent climate change

have increased the con-
stant state of fear and
the risk of missive out-
burst flooding in the re-
spective mountainous
region.

The comprehensive
field evidence, local tes-
timonies by the natives,
modern applications of
remote sensing, and
cross-correlation fea-
ture-tracking techniques
provides the improved
understanding of glacier
surges and ice-dam for-
mation disclosed the
scale future threat.

Glaciers in Pakistan:
It is also noted, his-

torically,  in the
Karakorum Range 39
glaciers are responsible
for ice-dam formation.

The simple answer to

this question is: 'a pliant
Pakistan'. Trying to es-
tablish itself as a hege-
mon of sorts,  India
wants a plaint
neighbourhood. South
Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation
(SAARC) is dead, and
thanks to India's coer-
cive diplomacy, New
Delhi has complicated
relations with almost all
neighbours except a pli-
ant Bhutan.

Indian policy of
'hedging', its presumed
aspiration of 'strategic
autonomy', its emphasis
on a multipolar Asia and
multipolar world, and
Delhi championing the
cause of Global South is
under stress by the very
same American Adminis-
tration that once basked
in the glory of cadence
like ... 'Howde Modi' in
Texas. After repeated
snubs form an egotistic

C limate change

steams unbeatable chal-
lenges in the future. Ac-
cording to the World
Bank report, Pakistan
stands 6th in affectee of
climate change. The aw-
ful and deadly floods of
2010, and 2011, ex-
tremely dry weather in a
rainy area, and fluctua-
tion in actual climate pat-
tern is alarming and de-
spairing signs among all
the dwellers of the town.

Climate Change and
Agriculture in Pakistan

In addition, Paki-
stan is a semi-arid coun-
try. The focal and depen-
dent source of water is
from the snow-covered
Himalayan and the
Karakorum in the North-
ern Areas. Indus, Jhelum,
Chenab, Ravi, and the

Editorial:

As the Chief Minister of
Balochistan, Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti, leads a
high-level parliamentary
committee to prepare the
FY2025 budget and Pub-
lic Sector Development
Programme (PSDP), the
province stands at a criti-
cal crossroads.

Promising a shift
from the past, Bugti
vows this budget will
prioritize transparency,
merit, and good gover-
nance, with a strong fo-
cus on public welfare.

But the key ques-
tion remains—will these
promises translate into
real change for the
people of Balochistan?

Breaking from the
Past: A Collective Effort
For the first time in years,
the formation of a cross-
party parliamentary com-
mittee involving leaders
from PPP, PML, BAP,
ANP, and JI signals a
hopeful departure from
political victimization
and partisan favoritism.

With experienced
lawmakers l ike Mir
Zahoor Ahmed Buledi,
Bakht Muhammad
Kakar, Engineer Zamarak

Khan Achakzai, and
Noor Muhammad
Dummar at the table,
there is a genuine oppor-
tunity to craft a budget
that reflects collective in-
terest rather than indi-
vidual gains.

End of Individual
Projects,  Focus on
Equal Development
Chief Minister Bugti has
made it clear: “No room
for corruption or nepo-
tism.” Only approved,
people-centric develop-
ment projects will be in-
cluded—no pet
schemes, no personal
agendas.

This approach must
ensure that neglected
and far-flung areas like
Awaran, Washuk,
Sherani, and Dera Bugti
receive their fair share.
For decades, these re-
gions have remained on
the margins of develop-
ment; it’s time the bud-
get acknowledged their
right to progress.

Health and Educa-
tion: More Than Just
Buzzwords The CM’s
commitment to educa-
tion and healthcare as
priority sectors is com-
mendable—but mere

statements are not
enough. What
Balochistan needs is a
real boost in primary and
secondary school enroll-
ment, teachers’ training,
rural health infrastruc-
ture, and medicine avail-
ability.  If the province is
to improve its Human De-
velopment Index (HDI),
practical steps—not
policy platitudes—must
lead the way.

A Budget of Trust,
Not Just Numbers

Bugti’s declaration
that this budget is “a
roadmap to uplift every
resident of Balochistan”
is powerful.

But the success of
this budget will  be
judged not by spread-
sheets, but by the smiles
of students in rural class-
rooms, the relief of pa-
tients in functional clin-
ics, and the roads that
connect remote villages
to opportunity.

The people of
Balochistan are watch-
ing closely. This budget
must not be another
missed opportunity—it
must become a blueprint
of hope, equity, and real
development.
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Afghanistan earthquake death toll rises,
survivors face aid crunch

India announces increased water release from
two points of Sutlej River

White House takes tariffs fight to United State
(US) Supreme Court

Pakistani Textile Innovators forge new pathways at
China's Industry Expo

Pahalgam staged to expedite India’s defense
procurement: Analysts

ISLAMABAD  (INP):
Indian High Commis-
sioner has on Thursday
informed about release
of more water from two
points of Sutlej River.

Indian High Com-
mission in Islamabad
has informed to the au-
thorities about high
flood alert at 8:00am on
Thursday morning after
releasing water from
Sutlej at Harike and be-
low Firozpur.The high
commission had earlier
conveyed information
about the release of

water from Sutlej
River on Wednesday.

The National Di-

saster Management Au-
thority (NDMA) yester-
day predicted more rain-
fall in upper areas of the
country during next 24 to

48 hours. “Narowal,
Sialkot, Gujranwala,
Gujrat and Lahore are ex-
pected to receive heavy
rainfall in next 24 hours,”
NDMA stated.

Torrential rains
have wreaked havoc in
Gujrat and surrounding
areas, with 506 millime-
ters of rainfall recorded
in just 20 hours.

According to the
deputy commissioner,
the downpour caused
Qamar Sialvi Road’s

storm-drain to overflow,
flooding nearby houses
and shops. Similarly,
Katchery Road and
WAPDA Colony were
submerged as rain and
floodwaters surged into
residential and commer-
cial properties.

M e a n w h i l e ,
Bhimber Nullah swelled
to dangerous levels, cre-
ating a situation of se-
vere flooding in the area.
“Southern parts of
Punjab and Sindh likely
to be lashed by rains
under the influence of
this weather system,”
NDMA yesterday said.

NDMA said that

Sindh’s coastal districts
Badin, Sujawal and Thar
Parkar could receive
heavy rainfall. Extremely
heavy rainfall and dis-
charge of water in rivers
from India have un-
leashed extraordinary
flooding situation in
Punjab. “Flood streams
of Ravi, Chenab and
Sutlej rivers will meet at
Punjnad on September 04
or 05 and feared to cre-
ate an exceptionally high
flood situation,” NDMA
stated. NDMA said that
a huge floodwater flow
will move towards Guddu
in Sindh from Head
Punjnad.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Pahalgam incident
and subsequent Opera-
tion Sindoor are being
increasingly exposed as
part of India’s pre-or-
chestrated strategy to
fast-track multi-billion-
dollar defense procure-
ments under the guise of
operational necessity,
rather than genuine se-
curity requirements.

Analysts say New
Delhi deliberately manu-
factured a crisis to jus-
tify long-prepared mod-
ernization schemes.

As a tell ing ex-
ample, German defense
giant Thyssen Krupp
Marine Systems
(TKMS) this week
signed a Memorandum
of Understanding with
Indian firm VEM Tech-
nologies to co-develop
heavyweight torpedoes
for the Indian Navy. Of-
ficials hailed it as a step
under

 “Make-in-India,”

but observers noted its
timing fits neatly into
India’s post-Sindoor
procurement spree,
where contracts are be-
ing rushed through with
multiple international
suppliers — Russia,
France, Israel, the UK,
and now Germany.

Simultaneously, the
Border Security Force
(BSF) inaugurated a
“School of Drone War-
fare” in Tekanpur,
Madhya Pradesh,  to
train “drone warriors”
and “drone comman-
dos.” The BSF leader-
ship explicitly linked the
program to lessons from
Operation Sindoor, por-
traying drones as deci-
sive in battles against
Pakistan. Critics argue
this is less about border
defense and more about
institutionalizing a long-
prepared push for drone-
centric warfare, backed
by budgetary windfalls
unlocked after Pahalgam.

Independent ex-
perts stress that India’s
military chiefs deliber-
ately hyped claims of
technological superior-
ity — citing Rafales, S-
400s, and BrahMos
strikes — to manufac-
ture justification for ac-
celerated procurements.
Yet, Pakistani defenses,
including the J-10C fleet
and layered air systems,
neutralized India’s so-
called superiority, ex-
posing the “success
stories” as scripted pro-
paganda.

The synchronized
pace of imports — Ger-
man torpedoes, French
Rafales,

Russian fighters, Is-
raeli drones, and British
propulsion systems —
proves this is not impro-
visation but a long-term
procurement roadmap.
The Pahalgam incident
acted as a catalyst, cre-
ating the urgency re-
quired to unlock bud-

gets and win political ap-
proval.

Observers warn that
another staged provoca-
tion may follow, allowing
India to showcase its
new acquisitions.

WASHINGTON, Sept
04 (INP):  Donald
Trump's administration
asked the US Supreme
Court to hear a bid to
preserve his sweeping
tariffs pursued under a
1977 law meant for emer-
gencies, after a lower
court invalidated most
of the levies central to
the Republican
president's economic
and trade agenda.

The Justice Depart-
ment appealed an Au-
gust 29 ruling by a fed-
eral appeals court that
the president over-
stepped his authority in
invoking the law known
as the International
Emergency Economic
Powers Act, undercut-
ting a major Trump pri-
ority in his second term.

The tariffs cur-
rently remain in effect
as the appeals court
paused its order to give
the administration time
to seek Supreme Court
review.

The Justice Depart-
ment asked the Supreme
Court to decide by Sep-
tember 10 whether it
would hear the case. The
Justice Department also
proposed an acceler-

ated timetable for resolv-
ing the litigation, with
oral arguments in the first
week of November, just
a month after the start of
the court's 2025-2026
term.

Lawyers for small
businesses challenging
the tariffs are not oppos-
ing the government's re-
quest for a Supreme
Court hearing. One of
the attorneys, Jeffrey
Schwab of Liberty Jus-
tice Center, said in a
statement they were
confident they would
prevail.

"We hope for a
prompt resolution of this
case for our clients,”
Schwab said.

The levies are part
of a trade war instigated
by Trump since he re-
turned to the presidency
in January that has alien-
ated trading partners,
increased volatility in fi-
nancial markets and fu-
eled global economic
uncertainty.

Trump has made
tariffs a pillar of US for-
eign policy, using them
to exert political pressure
and renegotiate trade
deals and extract conces-
sions from countries that

export  goods to the
United States.

The litigation con-
cerns Trump's use of
IEEPA to impose what
Trump calls "reciprocal"
tariffs to address trade
deficits in April, as well
as separate tariffs an-
nounced in February as
economic leverage on
China,  Canada and
Mexico to curb the traf-
ficking of fentanyl and
illicit drugs into the US.

IEEPA gives the
president power to deal
with "an unusual and
extraordinary threat"
amid a national emer-
gency and had histori-
cally been used for im-
posing sanctions on en-
emies or freezing their
assets. Prior to Trump,
the law had never been
used to impose tariffs.

Trump's Depart-
ment of Justice has ar-
gued that the law allows
tariffs under emergency
provisions that
authorise a president to
"regulate" imports or
block them completely.

The appeals court
ruling stems from two
challenges, one brought
by five small businesses
that import goods, in-

cluding a New York wine
and spirits importer and
a Pennsylvania-based
sport fishing retailer. The
other was filed by 12 US
states — Arizona, Colo-
rado, Connecticut, Dela-
ware, Illinois, Maine,
Minnesota, Nevada, New
Mexico, New York, Or-
egon and Vermont —
most of them governed
by Democrats.

The Constitution
grants Congress, not the
president, the authority
to impose taxes and tar-
iffs, and any delegation
of that authority must be
both explicit and limited,
according to the law-
suits.

The US Court of
Appeals for the Federal
Circuit in Washington,
DC, agreed, ruling that
the president's power to
regulate imports under
the law does not include
the power to impose tar-
iffs.

"It seems unlikely
that Congress intended,
in enacting IEEPA, to de-
part from its past practice
and grant the President
unlimited authority to
impose tariffs," the ap-
peals court said in its 7-4
decision.

KABUL (INP): Rescue
workers battled to pull
bodies from the rubble
of homes razed in
Afghanistan's earth-
quakes this week, as
time runs out for survi-
vors, who face a bleak
future with global aid
agencies warning of
dwindling funds for
food, shelter and medi-
cines.

Search operations
ran late in the quake-hit
mountainous eastern
areas as more bodies
were dug out,  the
Taliban administration
said, adding that the
death toll had crossed
1,457 but exact numbers
had yet to be compiled.

"Everything we
had has been de-
stroyed," said Aalem
Jan, a survivor in the
worst affected province

of Kunar.
"Our house col-

lapsed, and all our be-
longings and posses-
sions were lost. The only
remaining things are
these clothes on our
backs." The first earth-
quake of magnitude 6,
one of Afghanistan's
deadliest in recent years,
unleashed widespread
damage and destruction
in the provinces of
Kunar and Nangarhar on
Sunday, when it struck at
a shallow depth of 10 km
(6 miles).

A second quake of
magnitude 5.5 on Tues-
day caused panic and in-
terrupted rescue efforts
as it sent rocks sliding
down mountains and cut
off roads to villages in
remote areas.  About
3,400 more have been in-
jured and more than

6,700 homes have been
destroyed, authorities
have said. The United
Nations has warned the
toll could rise with
people still trapped un-
der rubble as time runs
out for survivors.

H u m a n i t a r i a n
needs are "vast and
growing rapidly", said
aid group the Interna-
tional Federation of Red
Cross and Red Cres-
cent Societies (IFRC).

"Up to 84,000
people are directly and
indirectly affected, with
thousands displaced,"
it added, citing initial
figures. Entire house-
holds were wiped out in
some villages in Kunar
province. Survivors
desperately searching
for family members
sifted rubble, carried
bodies on woven

stretchers and dug
graves with pickaxes in
the wait for aid to arrive.

Visuals from Reuters
TV showed trucks, some
laden with sacks of flour
and others men with
shovels, travelling to re-
mote villages on higher
slopes. Authorities also
airdropped dozens of
commando forces at sites
where helicopters could
not land.

Resources for res-
cue and relief work are
tight in the South Asian
nation of 42 mill ion
people pulverised by war,
poverty and shrinking
aid, where harsh weather
presents a further chal-
lenge.  US President
Donald Trump's funding
cuts to foreign aid and
donor frustration over
the Taliban's restrictive
policies towards women.

SHANGHAI  (INP):
Five of Pakistan's lead-
ing textile and apparel
manufacturers are cap-
turing international at-
tention at the ongoing
Intertextile Shanghai
Apparel Fabrics - Au-
tumn Edition 2025, a glo-
bal trade event took
place from September 2
to 4.  Their presence un-
derlines the vibrant re-
vival of Pakistan’s tex-
tile sector, which is
riding a wave of impres-
sive export growth, ac-
cording to Gwadar Pro.

The industry
kicked off the current
fiscal year with extraor-
dinary vigor, registering
a 32 percent surge in
exports in July alone.

The sector has
shown a posit ive
growth trend in recent
months, with June re-
cording a year-on-year
increase of 7.59pc.

For the entire Fis-
cal Year 2024-25, the
sector’s exports climbed
7.39 percent to $17.887
billion, up from $16.655
billion the previous
year, signaling a robust
and sustained recov-
ery. Participating Paki-
stani companies are le-
veraging the expo-one
of the oldest and most

prestigious textile events
in Shanghai-to foster
crucial partnerships.

Mr. Shehzad Ahmad
Khan, the Pakistani Con-
sul General in Shanghai,
emphasized the strategic
importance of the plat-
form.  “Pakistani compa-
nies have a long tradition
of participating in
Intertextile, which offers
two vital segments: one
for fabrics and another
for apparel,” he said.

“This provides an
excellent opportunity for
collaboration with Chi-
nese companies, particu-
larly in acquiring cutting-
edge technology for man-
made fabrics and explor-
ing joint ventures in
high-value apparel using
wool, cotton, and spe-
cialty materials.” The
diplomat also high-
lighted the potential of
the Sino-Pakistani part-
nership to target interna-
tional markets collec-
tively.  “This type of ex-
hibition enables Paki-
stani companies to not
only upgrade their tech-
nological capabilities but
also form strategic alli-
ances for entering third-
party markets.” The tim-
ing of the expo aligns
with high-level diplo-
matic engagement, in-

cluding the Pakistani
Prime Minister’s visit to
the SCO summit in
Tianjin and the second
Pakistan-China Invest-
ment B2B Conference in
Beijing.  Textile is one
of the central themes in

these discussions, with
numerous joint ventures
and technology transfer
agreements related to
manufacturing facilities
in Pakistan expected to
be advanced, noted the
Consul General.

NASEERABAD: Provincial Minister for Irrigation Mir Muhammad Sadiq Imrani is briefing
media representatives about the flood situation and measures being taken.

Provincial Minister Mir Shoaib Nosherwani and Commandant Girls Cadet College Quetta Brigadier
Mirza Faisal Baig are meeting with Governor Balochistan Jafar Khan Mandokhail.

QUETTA: Dr. Faizuddin, Neurosurgeon of Arya Hospital meeting with Speaker
Balochistan Provincial Assembly Captain (R) Abdul Khaliq Achakzai.
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All set to commemorate ‘Defense Day
“in AJK with full zeal

Amir Muqam hands over relief goods to
Afghans authorities

Suki Kinari Hydropower project marks First
Year of commercial operations

Lasting peace in South Asia unachievable
without Kashmir settlement: APHC

ISLAMABAD (INP):  The
All Parties Hurriyat Confer-
ence (APHC) has once again
emphasized that a durable
peace in South Asia is

unattainable unless the
Kashmir dispute is resolved in
accordance with the aspira-
tions of the Kashmiri people.

According to Kashmir
Media Service, APHC spokes-
man Advocate Abdul Rashid
Minhas, in a statement, reiter-
ated that Kashmir remains a
disputed territory under illegal
Indian occupation.

He affirmed that the
Kashmiri people will continue
their struggle for the right to
self-determination, as prom-
ised under United Nations
resolutions.

The statement condemned
the Indian government’s con-
tinued might policy and illegal
detention of Hurriyat leaders
and activists, and accused the
Modi-led BJP government of
using illegal and crude tactics
to suppress the Kashmiri sen-
timents and stand on Kashmir
dispute. The APHC also re-
newed its demand for the re-
opening of the Srinagar-
Muzaffarabad-Rawalpindi
Road, stressing its economic
and humanitarian importance.

It highlighted that cross-
Line of Control (LoC) trade
particularly in Kashmiri fruits
and local produce, would boost
the region’s economy and pro-
mote intra-Kashmiri interac-
tion, a step toward peace and

mutual understanding.
The route was suspended

by the Indian government in
March 2019, and its closure,
along with disruptions on the
Srinagar-Jammu highway, has
led to severe shortages of
goods in the Valley, especially
during the critical fruit export
season.

The APHC has urged the
international community and
the United Nations to intervene
and facilitate a peaceful reso-
lution to the Kashmir issue in
accordance with international
law and UN resolutions.

The group stressed that
without addressing this core
issue, peace between nuclear-
armed India and Pakistan re-
mains elusive.

MIRPUR (INP):   Like
throughout Pakistan, all is set
to commemorate Defense
Day of Pakistan in Azad
Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) on
Saturday with the renewal of
pledge to be alert and vigilant
every moment, standing shoul-
der to shoulder with the val-
iant armed forces of the coun-
try and to defend the ideologi-
cal and geographical frontiers
of the motherland against all
threats.

It was on this day in 1965,
when the coward Indian mili-
tary forces through their cow-
ardly act attempted to cross
the border in the darkness of
night to attack Pakistan, but the
valiant armed forces of the
country and the nation frus-
trated the nefarious attempt of
the enemy with full vigor.

In this liberated territory
of AJK State, this day of ex-
ceptional national significance,
would dawn with special
prayer for the stability, defense,

progress and prosperity of Pa-
kistan and for the early suc-
cess of the Kashmir freedom
movement, besides for the
speedy economic uplift of
AJK.

The fateha and Quran
Khawani would also be held
for the martyrs who laid down
the supreme sacrifices of their
lives for the defense of inch
after inch of the motherland
shoulder to shoulder the brave
armed forces of Pakistan with
full vigor in over 17 days war
of September 1965 resorting
convincing defeat to India.

The special ceremonies to
observe the day will be held at
various places in AJK, includ-
ing at all ten district head quar-
ters of Mirpur, Havaili,
Muzaffarabaad, Bagh,
Rawalakot, Palandri, Kotli,
Bhimbher,

Hattiyan and Neelam val-
ley, with simplicity due to flood
destruction in various parts of
the country.

In the ceremonies, the
speakers will pay rich tributes
to the brave armed forces of
Pakistan and ghazis, who re-
sponded with a crushing reply
while sabotaging the enemy’s
attack on Pakistan.

In Mirpur, various special
ceremonies, followed by rallies,
would be held to express soli-
darity with the entire nation,
Armed Forces of Pakistan and
the martyrs of the country for
laying down the supreme sac-
rifices of their lives for the de-
fense of homeland, the official
sources have said.

The ceremonies will be
held under the auspices of vari-
ous social and political organi-
zations to mark the day.

The people will visit the
martyrs’ mausoleums, graves
in central graveyard Eid Gah
in Mirpur besides at all other
locations in AJK, to offer
Fateha for the departed souls,
besides placing wreaths on
their mausoleums.

PESHAWAR (INP): Federal
Minister for States and Fron-
tier Regions, Kashmir and Gilgit
Baltistan Affairs, Engr Amir
Muqam here Thursday handed
over a huge consignment of
relief goods to Afghans authori-
ties for assistance of the earth-
quake victims.

On the direction of Prime
Minister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif, Federal Minister Engr
Amir Muqam went to Torkhum
border in Khyber tribal district
where he delivered huge con-
signment relief goods contain-
ing necessary daily use items,
food and medicines to authori-
ties of Afghanistan for earth-
quake victims.

Talking to media persons,
Engr Amir Muqam said that the
people and government of Pa-
kistan stand with Afghans
brothers and sisters in these
hours of difficulty and this mas-
sive relief package was aimed
to help the earthquake victims.

At least 1469 people in Af-
ghanistan were killed and
around 3700 injured besides
nearly five million affected in
eastern Afghanistan when a 6
magnitude quake struck it on
Sunday, collapsing mud-brick
homes on sleeping families.

He said Prime Minister
Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif has
expressed

deep condolences and sor-
row over loss of lives and prop-
erties during the earthquake in
Afghanistan. On the Prime
Minister’s directions, Engr
Amir Muqam said the relief
goods consignment was
handed over to Afghans authori-
ties at Torkham border that
connects Pakistan and Afghani-
stan.

Soon after the powerful
earthquake, the Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister
Muhammad Ishaq Dar talked to
his Afghan counterpart and as-
sured every possible assistance

and support.
He said Pakistan has also

suffered colossal losses due to
natural calamities including
foods that wreaked havoc first
in Khyber Pakthunkhwa and
later Gilgit Balistan and Punjab
province.

Besides loss of lives and
properties due to floods, he said
that livestock, agriculture prod-
ucts, and communication infra-
structure including roads and
bridges were largedly affected
in Pakistan.

Engr Amir Muqam appre-
ciated the support of national
building departments including
NGOs and philanthropists or-
ganizations for assistance of
flood victims.

Besides representatives of
National Disasters Management
Authority (NDMA), Pakistani
Consul General at Jalalabad
Shafqatullah  and Afgan Con-
sul General at Peshawar Hafiz
Mohibullah were also present.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Suki Kinari Hydropower Sta-
tion, a flagship project under
the China–Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), has com-
pleted its first full year of com-
mercial operations.

Inaugurated in September
2024, the 884 MW facility has
generated over 2.7 billion kilo-
watt-hours of electricity to
date, contributing significantly
to Pakistan’s national grid and
helping to reduce reliance on
imported fossil fuels, accord-
ing to a report carried by
Gwadar Pro on Thursday.

To mark the anniversary,
SK Hydro hosted a Media
Open Day at the newly inau-
gurated CEEC Pakistan Re-
gional Office. Journalists from
leading media houses were
briefed on the project’s perfor-
mance and toured key facili-

ties, including the CEEC Cor-
porate Culture Exhibition Hall
and the under-development
“Smart Hydropower” central-
ized control room, which will
further enhance operational
efficiency.

Project officials noted that
the hydropower station has
played a growing role in sup-
porting Pakistan’s transition to
renewable energy, while also
contributing to the diversifica-
tion of the national power mix.

Beyond energy produc-
tion, the project has made no-
table contributions to local de-
velopment. At peak construc-
tion, more than 6,000 workers
were employed on-site, while
a series of community-fo-
cused initiatives have been
undertaken in the surrounding
areas.

These include afforesta-

tion drives, educational support
programs, and the establish-
ment of a trout hatchery aimed
at preserving the region’s eco-
logical balance.

Infrastructure upgrades,
such as improvements to the
N15 highway, have also been
facilitated through project sup-
port, improving connectivity
and economic activity in the
region. Media representatives
praised the quality of construc-
tion, operational standards, and
the integration of intelligent
management systems at the
facility.

Many described the Suki
Kinari Hydropower Station as
a model of CPEC cooperation,
demonstrating how strategic
energy investments can deliver
clean power while also pro-
moting economic and social
progress.

Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal (PBM) disbursed
Rs.15.43b during the last five years

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pakistan
Bait-ul-Mal (PBM) has disbursed
Rs.15.43 billion during the last
five years, benefitting more than
115,000 patients across the coun-
try with free medical treatment in-
cluding cancer care, dialysis, kid-
ney transplants, heart surgeries
and cochlear implants.

According to official data,
over 2,000 cochlear implants have
been facilitated during this pe-
riod, enabling hearing-impaired
children and adults to lead better
lives.

In the field of education,
PBM awarded 32,197 scholar-
ships worth Rs. 9.79 billion to
deserving students, while 160
Schools for the Rehabilitation of
Child Labourers are educating
22,792 child labourers. The orga-
nization also operates 46 Sweet
Homes in 40 districts, providing
shelter, care and education to
about 4,600 orphans.

For women empowerment,
PBM is running 165 Women Em-
powerment Centres (WECs)
where 19,800 women are being
trained this year alone. Since in-
ception, these centres have im-
parted vocational and household
skills to over 475,000 women.

In addition, PBM has ex-
tended social support through 17
shelter homes serving 9.66 mil-
lion people during the last five
years, while 30 food vehicles pro-
vided 7.75 million meals to de-
serving individuals.

For persons with disabili-
ties, Rs. 394 million was provided
to 27,056 families for assistive
devices including wheelchairs
and artificial limbs.

The organization has also
digitized 60 percent of its opera-
tions, enabling applicants to ap-
ply online for health and educa-
tion facilities. Full automation of
its services is expected in the
near future.

Following these achieve-
ments, PBM Managing Director
Senator Capt (R) Shaheen Khalid
Butt, in an exclusive interview
with APP, said that the institu-
tion is not only addressing im-
mediate financial, health and
education needs but also striv-
ing to make people self-reliant.

“When I joined PBM, I
pledged to move beyond one-
time aid and focus on rehabilita-
tion. Our pilot project trained 55
individuals with technical skills,
and all of them are now self-suf-

ficient. They told me they no
longer need PBM’s help, which
was the most encouraging feed-
back. We will expand this project
nationwide,” he said.

The MD said while education
remains an important focus, youth
must also be equipped with prac-
tical training. “Families with low
incomes often believe education
alone will solve their problems,
but when jobs don’t come, frus-
tration builds.

That’s why we are pushing
skill-based courses in plumbing,
carpentry, electrical work and IT.
We are also signing MoUs with
NAVTTC and other institutions
so that those seeking work abroad
are trained to earn a respectable
livelihood,” he noted.

On healthcare, he underlined
that PBM is covering medical ser-
vices that even developed coun-
tries often don’t provide free of
cost. “Any low-income patient
can receive treatment at a public
hospital on PBM’s expense.

The demand for healthcare
assistance is rising rapidly, which
is why I have requested the Prime
Minister to enhance our budget
so we can expand services,” he
added.

M-6, M-10 vital for country’s economy: Sindh
Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah

KARACHI (INP): Sindh Chief
Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah
has said that the Hyderabad-
Sukkur Motorway (M-6) and the
Karachi Northern Bypass–
Jamshoro Motorway (M-10), are
vital for the country’s economy.

Sindh CM was talking to a
delegation, led by Federal Minis-
ter Aleem Khan to discuss con-
struction of M-6 and M-10
motorways.

“M-6 would unlock opportu-
nities for the youth of interior
Sindh through enhanced connec-
tivity, while M-10 would “resolve
Karachi’s traffic bottlenecks once
and for all.”

Federal Communications
Minister Aleem Khan said that the
National Highway Authority will
build M-6 project with the cost of
363 billions.

The chief minister and fed-

eral communication minister were
briefed by federal Secretary Ali
Sher that the Hyderabad–Sukkur
Motorway (M-6), the last miss-
ing north–south motorway link,
has received final approval un-
der the Public Sector Develop-
ment Programme (PSDP). The
project, approved by ECNEC for
Rs 363 billion.

The National Highway Au-
thority (NHA) will implement the
project in five phases. The Is-
lamic Development Bank has
committed to funding two sec-
tions, while a Chinese company
has expressed interest in under-
taking all five sections, it was dis-
closed.

Highlighting its signifi-
cance, officials said that M-6
would complete Pakistan’s
north–south motorway back-
bone, l inking Peshawar to

Karachi.
M-10 Motorway
The meeting also discussed

the M-10 Motorway project,
which has evolved from a simple
bypass upgrade into a two-seg-
ment mega initiative. The two seg-
ments include upgrading Karachi
Northern Bypass (34 km) – From
ICI Bridge to Hamdard University
Chowk, converted into an 8-lane
motorway. New 134 km Motorway
M-10 through Khirthar Range – A
6-lane motorway linking Hamdard
University Chowk to the M-6 at
Jamshoro.

Additionally, a 23 km stretch
from Hamdard University Chowk
to the M-9 will be upgraded to a
6-lane road. This will transform the
entire route from Karachi Port to
M-6 in Jamshoro into a high-ca-
pacity motorway, the meeting was
told.

BEIJING: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif meets with Premier Li Qiang of the People's
Republic of China.

ISLAMABAD: H.E. Mr.Dan Stoenescu, Ambassador of Romania called on Minister for Defence,
Khawaja Muhammad Asif .

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Power Division, Sardar Awais Ahmad Khan Leghari, in a meeting with
the Asian Development Bank delegation led by Director Energy, Mr. Joonho Hwang.

ISLAMABAD: A high-level Palestinian delegation led by Dr. Mahmoud Al-Habbash, Chief Islamic
Justice of Palestine and Adviser to the President on Religious Affairs and Islamic Relations called on
Federal Minister for Religious Affairs and Inter-Faith Harmony Sardar Muhammad Yousaf.


