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ity, accelerate develop-
ment projects, and im-
prove public welfare.
Tribal leaders high-
lighted local issues and

From Our
Correspondent:
SIBI: A grand jirga was
convened in Sibi with
the participation of
Balochistan Governor shared recommenda-
Sheikh Jaffar Khan tions, which government

i ief Mit i and se-
ister Mir Sarfraz Bugti, curity officials assured
Commander 12 Corps would be addressed on
Lieutenant General Rahat  a priority basis. Governor
Naseem edKhan,IG Mandokhail stressed
FC Balochistan (North), that the province’s
1G Police Balochistan, progress and prosperity
MNA Mian Khan Bugti, are only possible
provincial ministers, through cooperation
Chief Secretary among all stakeholders.
Balochistan, and tribal He urged the govern-
elders of Sibi Division.  ment, security institu-

Thejirga was aimed — tions, and tribal elders to
at developing a joint work together to bring
strategy to address the Balochistan into the na-
province’s challenges, tional mainstream of de-
ensure peace and stabil-  velopment.

Governor Kundi condemns
Punjab govt’s ‘arbitrary
ban’ on wheat supply to KP

Grand Jirga Held in Sibi to
Promote Peace, Development,
and Unity in Balochistan

Chief Minister
Bugti, in his address, ac-
knowledged the impor-
tance of tribal traditions
and the jirga system, as
suring that the govern-
ment is taking all pos-
sible steps with public
support to maintain
peace and advance de-
velopment.

Commander 12
Corps, Lt Gen Rahat
Naseem Ahmed Khan,
reaffirmed that security

rees remain committed
not only to ensuring
peace and stability but
also to creating positive
opportunities for the
youth of the province.

Duringthe jirga, the
Quetta-] - Dhadat (N-65)
Road expansion and

structural lmpmvemenl
project was also inau
rated. Officials said lhe
project will not only im-
prove traffic flow but
also play a key role in
boosting the region’s
economic and social de-
velopment.

The jirga concluded
with a consensus that
sustainable prosperity in
Balochistan requires
strong collaboration be-
tween the government,
security institutions, and
tribal elders.

Tribal leaders also
pledged to playan active
role in resolving dis-
putes, strengthening so-
cial harmony, and pro-
moting unity in the prov-
ince.

News Desk:
‘QUETTA: Four terrorists.
were neutralized during
a Counter-Terrorism De-
partment (CTD) opera-
tion in Balochistan’s
Pishin district, officials
confirmed on Thursday.

The operation was
carried out after intelli-

Balochistan Anti-Corruption
Establishment Arrests Former
Senior Officials in Fake Hiring Case

Qaseem Shah:
QUETTA: The Anti-Cor-
ruption Establishment
(ACE) Balochistan has
arrested two former se-
nior officials on charges
of illegal appointments
and misuse of authority.
Those taken into cus-
tody include former
Deputy Director General
ACE Babar Bugti and
former District Accounts
Officer, Margat.
According to an of-
ficial statement, the ar-
rests were made on the
directives of Balochistan
hief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti, who has
instructed strict action
against those respon-
sible for corruption. Fol-
lowing a detailed inves-
tigation, a formal case
has been registered
against the accused and
further inquiries are un-
derway.
Director General

ACE  Balochistan,
Ghulam Abbas, and
Deputy Director General,
Ahmed Umar Baloch, su-
pervised the probe. In-
vestigators revealed that
on June 15, 2023, at least
36 illegal appointments
were made in the Educa-
tion Department, putting
undue financial burden
on the provincial exche-

gence indicated the pres-
ence ofarmed extremists.
in (he area
eavy exchange
ofﬁre bmke out, leaving
four militants dead. Se-
curity officials reported
seizing two machine
guns, two 9mm pistols,
hand grenades, explo-
sives, and detonators
from the site.
Authorities said the
group was preparing to
carry out attacks, but
the swift action of CTD
forces prevented blood-

CTD Foils Terror Plot in Pishin, Eliminates
Four Militants; CM Bugti Lauds Operatlon

shed.

Reacting to the de-
velopment, Balochistan
Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti praised the
courage and efficiency
of the CTD personnel.
He said the timely opera-
tion had thwarted a ma-
jor terror plan and reas-

sured the public of the
government’s unwaver-
ing commitment to
peace.

“Our mission is
clear— terrorismand ex-
tremism will be eradi-
cated from Balochistan.
We will not allow these
elements to destabilize

our province,” the chief
minister said in a press
statement.

Bugti added that
his government would
continue to extend full
support to security agen-
cies in their ongoing
campaign against mili-
tancy.

NEWS DESK: Security
forces have killed 19 ter-
rorists in three separate
operations  across
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
the military’s media wing
said on Thursday.
According to a
statement from the Inter-
Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR), “On 9-10
September, nineteen
Khwarij belonging to the
Indian proxy, Fitna al
Khywarij were sent to hell
in three separate engage-
ments in  Khybe

quer. The inquiry found
that the appointments
violated the Balochistan
Rules and Regulations
Act of 1991, The report
concluded that the then
Deputy Director General

CE, Babar Bugti, and
District Accounts Officer
Margat_had misused
their official powers.
Both have now been

taken into custody, while
additional legal proceed-
ings and accountability
measures  are  in
progress.
The ACE reaffirmed
its commitment to pursu-
ing all those involved in
corruption and assured
that further details will be
shared after the investi-
gation concludes.

Security forces kill 19 terrorists in 3 separate
operations across KP: ISPR

Pakh(unkhwa Prov-
ince.” The state uses the
term Fitna al Khwarij to
refer to terrorists belong-
ing to the banned
Tehreck-i-Taliban Paki-
stan (TTP). It later des-
ignated Balochistan-
based groups as Fitna-
al-Hindustan to high-
light India’s alleged role
in terrorism and
destabilisation across
Pakistan. The ISPR said
that an intelligence-
based operation was
conducted in

Mohmand district upon
the reported presence of
terrorists there.
“During the con-
duct of [the] operation,
own troops effectively
engaged the khwarij's*
location, and after an in-
tense fire exchange, four-
teen Indian-sponsored
khwarij were sent to
hell.” It added that an-
other intelligence-based
operation was con-
ducted in the general
Datta Khel area of the
North Waziristan dis-

trict, where, during the
ensuing fire exchange,
four more terrorists were
neutralised by the secu-
rity forces. In another
encounter that took
place in Bannu district,
one more terrorist was
killed, the statement
added. “Weapons and
ammunition were also re-
covered from Indian-
sponsored  killed
Khwarij, who remained
actively involved in nu-
merous terrorist activi-
ties in these areas.

Governor Kundi condemns Punjab govt’s arbltrary ban’ on

NEWS DESK: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Governor
Faisal Karim Kundi on Thursday condemned the
Punjab government’s reported ban on wheat sup-
ply to his province.

Kundi had last week expressed his regret over
reports that wheat supply from Punjab had been
suspended. However, Punjab officials tasked with
maintaining supplies of commodities and regulat-
ing their prices denied there was any ban on the
grain’s inter-provincial movement.

“The arbitrary ban imposed on August 31,
2025, by the Government of Punjab on the supply
of wheat and flour to Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is a
blatant violation of Article 151 of the Constitution
and a serious breach of national unity,” Kundi said
onX

The Constitution’s Article 151 states that
“trade, commerce and intercourse throughout Pa-
Kistan shall be free”, but empowers the parliament
to “impose such restrictions on the freedom of trade,
commerce or intercourse between one province and
another or within any part of Pakistan as may be
required in the public interest”.

The KP governor further noted: “As a result,
the price of a 20kg bag of flour has soared to ap-
proximately Rs 1,200 in Punjab and up to Rs 2,800
in KP— an unbearable burden on families already

struggling with inflation.

“On behalf of the people of KP, I strongly condemn this discriminatory
act and urge Chief Minister Punjab [Maryam Nawaz] to not only condemn
but also immediately withdraw this verbal ban,” he added.

Stressing that food security cannot be “compromised by provincial bar-

wheat supply to KP

riers”, Kundi also called on the PTI’s KP government to “urgently provide
wheat quotas to flour mills to stabilise prices and protect the rights of our
people”.

Yesterday, the KP Assembly unanimously passed a resolution, denounc-
ing the Punjab government’s “restrictions” on wheat supply amid claims
about a 68 per cent hike in flour prices across the province.

The sharp rise in prices is evident in branded flour, with some millers
raisingthe cost ofa five-kilogramme bag of fine flour to Rs700, up from Rs500
on August 1 and Rs600 on September I, despite the arrival of the new wheat
crop earlier this year.

The issue came to light earlier this month, when the KP chapter of All
Pakistan Flour Mills Association said the Punjab government had imposed a
ban on the interprovincial movement of wheat and called it “unconstitu-
tional”.

Some market analysts believe the ongoing wheat crisis is unrelated to
the recent floods in Punjab and other regions, as the new wheat crop was
harvested in March/April. However, hoarders, stockists and investors are
reportedly holding substantial wheat stocks, waiting for further price hikes
driven by supply and demand dynamics.

On Tuesday, Punjab Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz announced a three-
day grace period for all wheat hoarders to voluntarily declare their inventory
or face action.

he government has also recently unveiled a new roadmap for the ‘Na-
tional Wheat Policy and Wheat Management Strategy” for 2025-26 and on-
wards that will serve as a long-term plan to ensure food security, safeguard
farmers’ livelihoods, protect consumers and build resilience against market
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Balochistan’s Climate Fund -
A Lifeline Against Growing Disasters

Editorial:
Balochistan has taken a erty.
historic and timely step
by establishing its first-
ever Climate Fund,
move that signals the
province’s recognition of
the existential threat
posed by global warm-
ing and climate change.
In his recent meeting
with British High Com-
missioner Jane Marriott,
Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti rightly un-
derscored the urgency
of mobilizing resources
to safeguard commui
ties from natural calami-
ties that are growing in
frequency and intensity.
Floods In Bunair
The tragic flash
ﬂcode in the Bunair area
Khyber
Pukhluonkhwd this
month, which claimed
precious human lives,
are a grim reminder of
Pakistan’s extreme vul-
nerability. The province
sits on a fragile ecologi-
cal and seismic zone —

S

lions.

resilience

resources

ties, and deepens pov-

Stop Deforestation
The Climate Fund, if The
implemented transpar-
ently and effectively,
has the potential to be-
come a lifeline for mil-

Tt can provide the fi-
nancial base for disaster
preparedness,
warning systems, refor-
estation, water manage-
ment, and community

Equally important, it can
build trust between the
government and people
by showing that saved

14 billion curtailed from
non-developmental ex-
penditures — are being
invested in protecting
lives and livelihoods.
The Battle Cannot
Be Fought Al
However, climate
change is not a battle
that Balochistan can
fight alone. Partnerships
with international allies,

agement and environ-
mental governance,
should be a top priority.

provincial
government’s commit-
ment to reforms in gov-
ernance, education, and
healthcare is commend-
able, but the climate
emergency must remain
at the center of its devel-
opment agenda. Without
climate resilience, all
other reforms risk being
washed away by the next
flood or crippled by the
next drought.

Balochistan has
shown leadership by
creating this Climate
Fund. The next step is to
ensure that it does not
become another
underutilized policy ini-
tiative. Effective monitor-
ing, independent over-
sight, and community in-
volvement will be key to
‘making it a success.

In the face of global
warming, every delay
carries a cost in human
lives and economic sta-

carly

projects.

like the Rs.

lone

prone not only to floods  suchas the United King-  bility.
but also to recurring dom, are essential in The Chief Minister
droughts, earthquakes,  bringing technical exper- must now take all pos-

and the looming threat of
desertification. Each di-
saster further strains an
already fragile infrastruc-
ture, displaces communi-

tise,

innovative solu-
tions, and funding
port. Training local in:
tutions, particularly in
areas like disaster man-

sible steps to translate
the promise of the Cli-
mate Fund into tangible
protections for the
people of Balochistan.

Redrawing
maps or fixing
governance?
It is one of Pakistan's
most enduring ques-
tions. Should the state
bring government closer
to the people by carving
out new provinces, or by
finally empowering local
institutions that already
exist in the Constitution

but rarely in practice?

Both approaches
claim to offer represen-
tation, equityand better
service delivery. Yet both
also carry risks if driven
by politics rather than
planning. The challenge
is not simply whether to
add new lines on the
map or strengthen coun-
cils at the grassroots,
but how either option
can overcome decades
of centralisation, patron-
age and weak gover-
nance.

The proposal for a
"West Punjab" prov-
ince, carved out of
Faisalabad and Sahiwal
divisions, has revived
the old debate on re-
structuring Pakistan's
federation. For some, it
promises fairer represen-
tation and a check on
Punjab's dominance. For
others, it looks like po-
litical opportunism
dressed up as reform.

This is not the first
time Pakistan has tried to
redraw its map. The One
Unit scheme in the 1950s
aimed to create parity
between East and West
Pakistan but ended up

By Ali Taugeer Sheikh:

Regional climate risks

WE in South Asia are the children

of the monsoon, as described by
David Jiménez in his 2008 book.

hile governments may ot al-
ways recognise it, we are bound by
an ccosystem that inextricably links
ourresilience through shared climate
realities from one end of South Asia
to the other.

Shared ecosystems

1) Rivers: The Indus River sys-
tem serves as a central artery for India
and Pakistan, comprising six major
tributaries: eastern (Beas, Ravi, Sutiej)
and western (Indus, Jhclum (,hcndb)

These sha-red waters account for
over 90 per cent of Pakis-tans agri-
cultural use and support seven Indian
states and territories: Punjab,
Haryana, Chandi-garh, Indian-occu-
pied Jammu & Kashmir, Rajas-than,
Himachal Pradesh and Delhi. Heavy
monsoons and poor transboundary
management are increasingly causing
deadly flooding in the Punjab and
Sindh floodplains.

2) Mountains: The Hindu Kush,
Karakoram and Himalayan ranges
have interconnected geological fea-
tures. The Himalayan watershed
exte-nds across northern India
through occupied J&K, Himachal
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim and
Ar--u-nachal Pmdcsh extending west-
ward from Pak-i

“The Katakoram lies primarily in
Gilgit-Bal-tistan and extends into dis-
putcd deakh and Aksai Chin. The

serves as a seasonal flooding basin
during the monsoons, transforming
itself from desert to marsh.

6) Interconnectedness: Climate
disasters create predictable chain re-
actions: upstream heatwaves trigger
downstream flooding, mountain gla-
cial bursts cause delta flooding, and
Arabian Sea storms affect the entire
coastal ecosystem.

Almost all climate-triggered
events when originating in Indian
states or held territory, cascade down-
stream to Pakistan. This upstream-
downstream dynamic creates disaster
chains that demand anticipatory joint
‘management as the following three
case studies demonstrate:

a) Kashmir floods: In September
2014, unprecedented floods caused
by heavy post-monsoon rains devas-
tated the Kashmir region and down-
stream areas on both sides.

The disaster originated from In-
dian-held Kashmir’s meteorological
conditions, with the Jhelum and
Chenab swelling beyond danger lev-
els, submerging Srinagar and numer-
ous villages. The floods then followed
the natural downstream flow into Pa-
kistani Punja dffcmmg over 1.1 mil-
lion people and i more than

The merger of FATAwith
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa in
2018 was designed to in-
tegrate, but years later
the region is still strug-
gling with transition. The
Tesson is simple.

Changing bound-
aries without consensus
and preparation risks
creating more problems
than it solves.

_The Constitution

IRC reaches to 29,000 out of school
girls in Balochistan

Inlemalionnl Rescue

Committee (IRC) under
its Teach & Educate
Adolescent Girls with
Community Help
TEACH) ~ project,
reached out to 29,000
out-of-school girls of 5
districts of Balochistan
including Pishin, Killa
Abdullah, Nushki,
Kharan and Chagai.
“IRC is striving hard
to promote girl’s educa-
tion in Balochistan be-
sides imparting voca-
tional trainings on finan-
cial literacy and trades to
‘make them financially in-
dependent,”  sai
Shareef Mengal, Head of
IRC Balochistan during
a policy dialogue titled
“Improving future of
girl’s education in

Balochistan held in col-
laboration with UK aid at
local hotel here.
Balochistan Educa-
tion minister Naseebullah
Mari was the chief guest
while representatives
from the Education min-
istry, Directorate of Spe-
cial Education, Literacy,
Non-Formal Education &
Human Rights Depart-
ment, Balochistan As-
sessment and Examina-
ion  Commission,
Balochistan Textbook
Board , Policy Planning
Implememalmn Unit ,
Provincial Institute of
Teachers Education,
Education Support
Programme, Global Part-
nership of Education,
German Agency for Inter-
national Cooperation,
United Nations Interna-

tional Children’s Emer-
gency Fund Society for
Community Strengthen-
ing and Promotion of
Education, Balochistan,
Institute for Develop-
ment Studies and Prac-
tices, Japan Interna-
tional  Cooperation
Agency also attended
the event.

The event hosted
conversations with mul-
tiple stakeholders in-
cluding education ex-
perts and government
functionaries on the bar-
tiers faced by girls in the
province in pursuing
their education and dis-
cussed possible solu-
tions to combat those
barriers. salient feature
of the project IRC

While highlighting
the salient feature of the

project IRC chief in
Balochistan Shareef
Mengal said under the
“Girls Learn” stream of
the project, 22,000 girls
received classes on
Package A, B and C of
non-formal curriculum, of
them 4000 enrolled in
mainstream  formal
schooling system.

Under” Girls Earn’
stream of the project,
7000 girls completed
Package A of the non-
formal curriculum, out of
these 7000 girls, 5000 re-
ceived training on finan-
cial literacyand business
development plannin
2400 girls received train-
ing on 8 vocational
trades.

By Shakoor
Khan:

The SCO Summit — China,
Russia and India

Lnsl week we dis-

cussed India's desire for
apliant Pakistan; its per-
sistent policy of ‘hedg-
ing' by benefiting from
all power centres; its
presumed aspiration of
strategic autonomy'in a
world, carefully avoid-
ing bloc politics; its em-
phasis on a multipolar
Asia and multipolar
world,

where it has greater
room for maneuver, play-
ing sides; and its cham-
pioning the cause of Glo-

al South

These and other
theatrics were at play in
Modi's ear-to-ear smiles
and warm handshakes
during the August 31-
September 1, Shanghai
Cooperation
Organisation (SCO)
‘meeting in Tianjin, China

This 25th SCO sum-
mit featuring 10 coun-
tries was attended by
over 20 world leaders.

PM Modi's summit
fanfare, visiting China
after seven years, was
ostensibly a nimble re-
buke to President Trump,
for 50% tariffs on Indian

imports.,

Chinese President
Xi Jinping presided this
largest SCO meeting,
hosted for the second
time by China, wherein
he proposed the Global
Governance
(GGI), emph
more just and equitable
global governance sys-
tem' through 'a shared
future for humanity'.

Xi enunciated five
principles under the
GGI, namely sovereign
equality, international

ule :
multilateralism, people-

centred approach, and
focus on performance/
real actions.

He asked partici-
pants to carry forward
what he termed the
'Shanghai Spirit' that
underlines clear stand
against hegemony and
power politics, and sug-
gests true
multilateralism. Multipo-
larity was the central
message of the summit,
inline with Indian policy
aspirations.

Bylnam Ul
Haque:

Beyond the autism spectrum

A child grow-

ing up in suburban Ja-
pan, Satoshi Tajiri was

makes alter-
ing provincial bound-
aries difficult.

A two-thirds major-
ity is required in both
houses of Parliament
and in the assembly of
the affected province.
The idea is clear. Prov-
inces are not just admin-
istrative units ona map,
butidentities tied to poli-
tics, resources and be-
longing. Shifting them
without care destabilises
the federal balance.

By Hammad
Rohila:

‘Why Israel
must be

iched

700 villages. Floodwaters breached
riverbanks, displacing millions and
causing deaths. This disaster demon-

strated Pakistan’s vulnerability to up-
stream water management decisions
and underscored the urgent need for
shared early warning systems.

b) Ti

runs through
into nonhweetem Pakistan, merging
with the Karakoramat it m end.

near Jaglot in northern Pakman where
the Gilgit and Indus rivers meet. This
complex system houses some of the
world’s largest glaciers and has be-
come a hotspot for glacial lake out-
burst floods (Glofs), creating a geo-
logically volatile landscape.

Only coordinated Indo-Pakistani
climate governance can prevent down-
stream disast

3) Deserts: The Thar desert spans
India and Pakistan, spreading deser-
tification and drought in both coun-
tries. This arid subtropical desert
ex--p--eriences low irregular rainfall,
soil erosion and water scarcity, driv-
ing demand for inter-basin tra-nsfers
like the Beas-Bikaner and Indira
Gandhi canals. Most of this desert lies
in India, primarily Rajasthan, Gujarat,
Punjab and Haryana. The remainder
extends into Pakistan’s drought-prone
districts in Sindh and Punjab. The
Pakistani Punjab portion is known as.
the Cholistan desert.

4) Coasts: This maritime climate
zone affects monsoon patterns, cy-
clones and ocean currents impacting
India and Pakistan’s coastal weather.

Pakistan faces transboundary
threats from powerful Arabian Sea
tropical cyclones along India’s 2,500~
kilometre western coastline.

Recent years have seen increased
storm frequency and intensity, creat-
ing growing shared risks.

5) Delta: The vast Indus delta
mangroves are also divided. From
Thatta, Badin, Sajawal and Karachi to
India’s Gujarat coast, these man-
eroves depend on the Arabian Sea’s
tidal waters and freshwater flows of
the Indus that regulate salt levels,
sediment and nutrients essential for
growth.

The Rann of Kutch also straddles
the border, with the larger portion in
Gujarat and a smaller part in Sindh. It

heatwave: The
spring 2022 heatwave originated in
India’s northern plains before sweep-
ing into Pakistan, breaking tempera-
ture records and reaching over 49 de-
grees Celsius in parts of Pakistan.

In India, the heatwave severely
damaged the wheat crop, reducing
yields and spiking global wheat prices.
As the heatwave moved downstream
to Pakistan, it triggered accelerated
elacier melt leading to Glofs and in-
tensified rains that worsened the
floods, submerging a third of the
countryand displacing millions. This
event exemplified how atmospheric
extremes originating upstream create
compounding climate impacts down-
stream.

¢) Arabian Sea cyclones: Tropi-
cal cyclones for-ming in the Arabian
Sea develop closer to India’s longer
coastline before affecting Pakistan,
following weather pattern movements.
Cyclone Kyarr (2019), while not mak-
ing landfall, caused coastal flooding
and tidal surges in Maharashtra and
Gujarat before impacting Sindh and
Balochistan.

Cyclone Tauktae (2021), one of
the deadliest cyc-lones in the Arabian
Sea, devastated India’s west coast
before bringing destructive rain and
ferocious winds, forcing evacuations
and causing infrastructure disrup-
tions. These events show how climate
threats move from upstream origins
to downstream impacts.

Global lessons

Despite having no diplomatic re-
lations since 1993, Armenia and
Tiirkiye demonstrate ‘that shared dam
management is possible even amid
hostile political tensions, operating
the Arpagay Dam through monthly
‘meetings that maintain equitable wa-
ter- shdnng based on agreements of
1927. Conversely, Ethiopia’s unilateral
construction of the Grand Ethiopian
Renaissance Dam without down-
stream consent created permanent re-
gional tensions with Egypt and Sudan.

P
Israel attacks
Syria every day
I am the youngest sib-
ling. My elder brother
was a cunning kid. Our
parents would send him
offto buy small amounts
of groceries such as a
kilo of potatoes or maybe
some onions, as back in
those days, I can't recall
any families doing
weekly groceries as has
becomie the fashion now.
He was always very
good with coming back
home with the desired
shopping list but also
pocket a decent amount
of money for himself. His
method was simple; he
would bargain the price
with the vegetable ven-
dor but inflate it in front
of parents. And he would

pocket the difference.

Obviously my par-
ents were smart enough
toknow his little games.
However, the mistake
they always made was to
praise him for this so-
called talent. I remember
those days, when my
only ambition was to be
able to become such a
smart guy who would
also be able to play with
numbers and steal
money from my parents.

ecause I saw that that
behaviour was praised
and rewarded.

Israel has attacked
Qatar. The rationale for
its attack, if one could
even make one in the
absence of self-defence,
is that Hamas leaders
were there.

The truth is that
Hamas was seriously
considering Trump's
warnings about peace
negotiations.

Bylmran
Jan:

deepl, byin-
sects.

He would spend
hours collecting them,
observing their
behaviour, and studying
their habitats; an activ-
ity that earned him the
childhood nickname "Dr
Bug". This intense, fo-
cused interest, often a

hallmark of autism, later
inspired the core concept
of Pokémon: collecting,
understanding and bat-
tling small creatures.
Satoshi Tajiri, the vision-
ary behind the iconic
Pokémon franchise, is
widely believed to be on
the autism spectrum —
the subject discussed
below.

Satoshi struggled in
traditional schooling
and was seen as a misfit

by many, but he found
purpose in video games
and design. His unique
thinking and creative vi-
sion led him to
conceptualise a game
where players could ex-
plore, coliect and trade
creatures — a world
now beloved by mil-
lions. What began as a
niche Game Boy title in
1996 grew into a global
phenomenon,  with
Pokémon becoming one

of the most successful
multimedia franchises in
history.

Tajiri's story is a
shining example of how
neurodivergent minds
can transform child-
hood passions into
world-changing creativ-
ity when given the free-
dom to imagine and
build.

ByMuhammad
Ali Falak:

Supremely stable

EVERYTHI'NG‘S go-

ingwell. There’s nothing
to worry about. Look
around and soak up all
this ‘stability’. It’s a re-
curring theme in the na-
tional conversation
these days, isn’tit? One
1 would very much like
to buy into, if it wasn’t
for the inescapable real-
ity that much of this sta-
bility is built upon the
foundations of a big lie.
A farce imposed upon
the 260 million people of
this country by a small
cadre of powerful men
who seem to believe we
are not bright enough to
see through it. It’s got
layers toit — the apple’s
rotten right to the core
but I'd like to focus
on what [ firmly believe
is at the centre: the 26th
Amendment to the Con-
stitution.
Before you hear
from me about this, you
should hear from sitting

judges. Over the past
week, three letters have
been written by Justice
Syed Mansoor Ali Shah
of the Supreme Court
and Justices Babar
Sattar and Sardar Ejaz
Ishaq Khan of the
Islamabad High Court to
their chief justices. They
unravel much about the
workings of Pakistan’s
post-amendment judi-
ciary, and it’s exactly
what you’d expect after
its independence has
been crippled and all its
judges placed at the
‘mercy of the politically
powerful and those ap-
pointed by them. Judges
are prohibited from leav-
ing the country without
permission. Some are
propped up and others
sidelined without rhyme
or reason. Challenges to
the status quo are ig-
nored, as are clear laws
and procedures the
courts are bound to fol-
low. And there is noth-

ing anyone can do about
it. This amendment was
isibly designed to
bend or break judges
towards submission be-
fore political power, and
to punish dissent with
indifference. Almost a
year later, these letters
let us know the mission
is bemg accomplished.

In the interest of
transparency, I confess
to being a bit obsessed
with the workings of
these courts.

The reason you're
seeing me writing in
these pages after two
years is that I spent the
first working in the of-
fice of the chief justice
of Pakistan, and the sec-
ond studying constitu-
tional law ata university
in the US, where much
of my time went to
analysing the workings
of different supreme
courts across the world.
The conclusion 1
reached following both

experiences is that none
of what we are seeing is
normal, nor should we be
misled into accepting it
as such.

It’s essential to re-
member that this is not
about the individual
erievances of judges.
While these three hap-
pen to be among our
country’s most demon-
strably brilliant in their

judgements, that is not

the reason their state-
ments should bear
weight to you. For me,
the reason is patriotism.
Specifically, the variety
best articulated by
James Baldwin: “I love
[my country] more than
any other in the world,
and exactly for this rea”
Tinsist on the right
her perpetu-
ally”. This i a lot more
productive than blind
idealisation.

By Hassan
Kamal Wattoo:

WORLD War I —

aka the Cold War — has
ended. World War IV
has begun. Presid-ent
Trump has made it offi-
cial. On Sept 5, Trump
signed an executive or-
der renaming the US De-
partment of Defence as
the War Department. He
has the force of prece-
dent behind him, for that
was its original name
from 1789 until 1949,
when following World
War II, Congress con-
solidated the army, navy
and air force under one
steel umbrella.

The wording used
in the executive order is
unequivocal: “It was
under this name that the
Department of War ...
won the War of 1812,
‘World War I, and World
War I, inspiringawe and
confidence in our
Nation’s military, and
ensuring freedom and

World War IV

prosperity for all Ameri-
cans.”

To this, Defence
(now War) Secretary
Pete Hegseth added his
own jingoism: “We’re
going to go on offence,
not just on defence.
Maximum lethality, not
tepid legality. Violent ef-
fect, not politically cor-
rect. We're going to raise
up warriors, not just de-
fenders.” Trump had
hoped that the military

ar-a--de he organised
recently in Washington
wo--u--1d have reminded
the world of Ameri-
military might. The
appointing tur-nout
backfired. Trump should
have subcontra-c-ted the
event management to
the Russians or the Chi-
nese. They organise
these the-atrical extrava-
ganzas with more chutz-

ah.
From 2025, the world
capital is, and for the

next century will be,
Beijing. Most nations
use such occasions to
showcase their armoury.
We do it annually on
Aug 14 (provided it
does not rain) to reveal
our latest rocketry. India
does it on Jan 26 each
year, to celebrate its Re-
public Day. The long
procession includes
missiles, ‘Nari Shakti’
(women daredevils on
motorcycles),  and
colourful, caparisoned
camels of the Rajasthan
Border Security Force. It
is an overt message to
neighbours about what
to expect.

For Russia, the
2025 Moscow Victory
Day Parade on May 9
held a special signifi-
cance. It commemorated
the defeat of Nazi
Germ-any and the end of
‘World War ITin Europe.
It also honoured the 26
million Soviet citizens

who lost their lives in
that conflict. Great Brit-
ain and Europe held
their own ceremonies to
recall awar in which they

the Soviets were
once allies. Yesterday’s
friends are now foe:
yesterday’s foes (Ger-
many and Japan) are
now friends.

‘This year, on Sept 3,
the People’s Republic of
China held a display that
dwarfed all others. Like
the opening ceremony
of the 2008 Summer
Olympics in Beijing, the
Chinese set standards
that are impossibly high
for even the Russians or
the North Koreans to
imitate. This year, the
2025 China Victory Day
parade came hard on the
heels of the two-day
25th SCO Summit con-
vened at Tianjin.
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KP Governor attends provincial assembly
session, lauds new Rules of Procedure 2025

PESHAWAR, Sept 10 euengnhemngofdemoc-
(INP): Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Governor
Faisal Karim Kundi on
Wednesday attended
the provincial assembly
session on the invita-
tion of Speaker Babar
Saleem Swati and ad-
dressed the ceremony
‘marking the ratification
of the  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Assembly
Rules of Procedure 2025.
Congratulating
Speaker Babar Saleem
Swati and Chief Minis-
ter Ali Amin Khan
Gandapur on the adop-
tion of new rules, the

revision had been intro-

Governor said the occa-
sion marked a historic
milestone  in  the
province’s parliamentary
journey.

He emphasized that
the Rules of Procedure
2025 were not just a re-
newal but a reaffirmation
of democratic values and
institutional efficiency,
tailored to the chal-
lenges of the present
and the needs of the fu-
ture.

duced. Highlighting the
constitutional bond be-
tween the Governor’s
Office and the Provincial
Assembly,

Kundi said that as-
sembly sessions were
summoned and pro-
rogued by the Governor
and that legislation
passed by the House
came into force only af-
ter the Governor’s as-
sent. This relationship,
he said, underlined har-
mony, mutual respect,
and shared responsibil-
ity between the two in-
stitutions for the

"He urged all stake-
holders to work col]ec-
tively for the province’s
progress, prosperity, and
peace, stressing tha
unity was vital for safe-
guarding provincial au-
fonomy and address-
ing public issues.

The Governor also
appreciated the Deputy
Speaker, current and
former legislators, the
Law Department,

and Assembly Sec-
retariat staff for their
nificant role in this hi
toric achievement.

he Governor re-
called that the first set of
rules had been framed in
1973, and now, after 37
years, a comprehensive

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Petroleum Ali Pe\rvniz Malik, held a meeting with Ahmed Zahid,
[CEO and Country Chairman of Chevron Pakistan.

(QUETTA: Provincial Ministers Mir Asim Kurd Giloand Mir Saleem Khan Khosa are meeting with|
Speaker Balochistan Provincial Assembly Captain (R) Abdul Khaliq Khan Achakzai.

AJK parliamentary delegation calls for
unified national stance on Kashmir

PESHAWAR, Sept 11 Chughtai and Ahmad for their unwavering
(INP): Ahigh-level par- Raza Qadri, Assembly support for the Kashmiri
liamentary delegation Secretary Chaudhry cause.
from Azad Jammu and Basharat, Special Secre- PPP General Secre-
Kashmir has urged tary Amjad Latif Abbasi, tary Humayun Khan re-
Pakistan’s political par- and other political fig- affirmed his party’s his-
ties to adopt a unified ures. toric commitment to
and comprehensive na- The meeting, hosted Kashmir, recalling that
tional policy for the lib- at the residence of PPP the party’s founding
eration of Indian ille- Central General Secre- leadership had pledged
gally occupied Jammu tary Muhammad to wage a thousand-year
and Kashmir. Humayun Khan, was at- struggle for its liberation.
The delegation, led tended by senior party He said that even today,
by Speaker of the AJK leaders including former the PPP’s third genera-
Legislative Assembly federal minister tion remains dedicated to
Chaudhry Latif Akbar, Najmuddin Khan, former pursuing this mission on
met with Pakistan provincial minister Syed political and diplomatic
People’s Party (PPP) - Zahir Ali Shah, and other fronts.
in Peshawar. He reiterated that

Jammu and Kashmir,
and emphasized the
need for a strong, uni-
fied stance from
Pakistan’s political lead-
ership to effectively
highlight the Kashmir
cause at global forums.

On the occasion,
Speaker Chaudhry Latif
Akbar appealed 10 all
political parties in Paki-
stan to jointly formulate
a consistent national
policy, saying that a
collective voice would
strengthen Pakistan’s
position and the

Chinese researchers introduce new sesame varieties
in Pakistan: Prof. Yuan Guobao

ISLAMABAD (INP):

tunities for Pakistani
farmers and exporters.

China-Pakistan Memo-
‘hinese will - randum of U

ing to ensure the best

Kashmiri people’s
struggle for their UN-
right to self-

determination.
He expressed grati-

The delegation in- Kashmir has always been
cluded former AJK atop priority for the PP,
Prime Minister Raja which will continue to
Farooq Haider, Mi represent the cause at
ters Faisal Mumtaz national and interna-
Rathore, Diwan Ali tional platforms.

The participants

the interna-
tional significance of the
Kashmir dispute, the pre-
vailing grim situation in tude to the people of
Indian illegally occupied Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

soon bring some sesame  ing on sesame on Sep-
varieties that have been  tember 5, Professor Yuan
bred locallyand planted  Guobao, said Chairman
on alarge scale to Paki- of the Hubei Technical
stan for further screen- Market Association in an
ing to ensure the best interview to China Eco-
germplasm. nomic Net (CEN).

In China, when e MoU is made
people think of sesame, be(\veen the University
their first impression is Agriculture,
rich oil or fragrant past- Faisalabad (UAF), Oil
ries. Butin fact, this tiny Crop Research Institute-
seed could become a Chinese Academy of
"chip" that leverage the ~Agricultural Sciences,
upgrading of interna- China (OCRICAAS)and
uonal industries. Hubei Province Lianfeng

‘What Overseas Agricultural

Recognizing this huge
demand, Pakistan has
actively  promoted
sesame exports to China.
To further expand
the market, closer indus-
trial cooperation to bring
about higher output and
quality is also a neces-
sary prerequisite.
"After ten years of
research, it goes without
saying that if China's
excellent sesame variet-
ies are able to take root
onalarge scale in Paki-
stan, it will undoubtedly

"Although both are
located in the Northern
Hemisphere, Pakistan's
latitude is lower than
China's. Therefore, we
need to adapt to local
conditions and follow
natural laws.

We have selected
some sesame varieties
with good adaptability
from southern China for
trial planting," Yuan
added, "furthermore, lo-
cal farmers sow sesame
by hand, which makes it

many difficult to evenly distrib-

people don't know is Development Group Co., bring a win-win situa- ute the seeds.
that sesame is one of Ltd. (Hubei Lianfeng tion for both countries. We could promote
China's most imported Group). First, sesame is a the use of specialized

OCRI-CAAS, UAF,
and Hubei Lianfeng
Group agree to jointly
develop high-quality,

crops, after soybeans.
China imports 85% of
our soybeans annually,
as well as the proportion
of sesame imports is
simil

very drought-tolerant
crop, which is well
suited to growing in
Pakistan's relatively wa-
ter-scarce environment.
Next, sesame has a rela-
tively short growing pe-
riod to match precious
land resources in Paki-
stan. Crops witha short
growing period make it
convenient for them to
plant other crops after
harvest, further 1 Improv-
ing efficiency,” Yuan
analyzed. The reporter
learned that Chinese re-
searchers will soon
bring some sesame vari-
eties that have been

sesame seeding ma-
chines to greatly improve
sowing efficiency. Be-
sides, our specialized
sesame herbicides are
going to reduce the labor
intensity of local farmers.

Pakistan has
emerged as amajor player
in the global sesame
trade, with exports to
China skyrocketing in re-
cent years.

Over the past five
years, Pakistan's sesame
production has surged
by an impressive 455%,
réaching an annual out-
put of 1.119 million tons,
while exports have grown

include the evaluation of
sesame genetic re-
sources and the discov-
ery of high-quality mate-
rials, the identification of
genes or quantitative
trait loci (QTLs) related
to sesame yield and
stress resistance, and
the training of related
talents.

The steady demand
for sesame in China,
driven by its use in tra-

ar.
Currently, China's
total annual sesame de-
mand is approximately
1.5 million tons, of
which 300,000 tons are
domestically produced,
leaving the remaining
1.2 million tons im-
ported.

Not only that, con-
sumption is increasing
year by year. What do
these statistics indi-
cate? Seizing the Chi-

nese market can bring ditional food products ~bred locallyand planted - by327%t0 760,000 tons,
endless opportunities,” and oil extraction, has ona large scale to Paki- generating $1.073 billion
after the signing of the created lucrative oppor- stan for further screen- in revenue.

PSA on MLA Meraj imposed to divert attention

from Hazratbal blasphemous act

SRINAGAR (INP): In officials, slapping PSA
Indian illegally occu- on a people’s represen-
pied Jammu and Kash- tative is unwarranted.
mir, the imposition of Such actions erode de-
the draconian Public mocracy and muzzle
Safety Act (PSA) on the voice of the
sitting Doda legislator people,” she told re-

ances of his constitu-
ency.

“Thls is one hun-
dred percent wrong.
We will resist this in-
justice on the streets,
in Parliament, and, if

Speaking in RS
Pura, he said,

“Perhaps the con-
duct of the MLA may
have been questioned,
but mvokmg PSAon au
elected

Over 600 homes of Bengali-speaking
Muslims razed in Assam

GUWAHATI (INP): on land temporarily
In Assam, India, hun- provided by locals,
dreds of homes be- while in Balsipara of

cial media activists and
rights groups have ex-
pressed outrage, say-

have lived here for de-
cades. Under which
law is it justified to de-

longing to Bengali- stroy entire villages Dhabari district, ing the demolitions spe-
speaking  Muslim  with just two days’ no- nearly 2,000 families cifically targeting
famlhcshavcbccndc,- tice?” he asked. An — about 10,000 Bengali-speaking Mus-

list y the au- ht- ber SPI del- people — were dis- lims with valid docu-

mentation amount to a
deliberate campaign of
exclusion. Observers
warned that the forced
out food, health facili-  displacement of thou-
ties or clean water,” sands without due pro-
Ahmed said. He cess is a direct viola-
added that around tion of India’s own con-
200 police personnel stitutional protections
had cordoned off and international hu-
some areas, restrict- man rights law. The
ing access, though SPI delegation urged
more than 100 resi- civil society and the in-
dents managed tonar- ternational community
rate their ordeal to the to take immediate no-
SPI delegation. “This tice to prevent further
isnot justabout prop-  suffering, saying that
erty; itis about dignity, silence in the face of
survival, and funda- such injustice will only
mental rights,” deepen the humanitar-
Ahmed stressed. So- ian catastrophe.

POSITION VACANT

thorities, tnggcnng al-
legations of grave hu-
man rights violations
and systemic discrimi-
nation. According to
Kashmir Media Ser-
vice, the Socialist
Party India (SPI)
strongly condemned
the demolitions, term-
ing them “illegal and
inhumane.” SPI Par-
liamentary Board
Chairman Syed
Tahseen Ahmed said
the affected families
possessed all neces-
sary documents, yet
their homes and busi-
nesses were bull-
dozed. “These people

Nagqvi praises
security forces
for crushing
India-backed

terror Network
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Interior  Minister
Mohsin Naqvi has
lauded Pakistan’s secu-
rity forces for their suc-
cessful operations
against terrorists
linked to “Fitna al-
Hindustan” in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP), w N gk B
commending their brav- 2 e

egation visited the af-
fected arcas to assess
the humanitarian crisis.
The delegation re-
ported that in Hasila
Bhal alone, 667 fami-
lies were rendered
homeless, and at least
three people lost their
lives following the
demolition drive. In
Karbala, around 300
families are now living
in temporary shelters
provided by a local
Muslim farmer, who
himself is facing ha-
rassment from the
authorities.In
Jannatpur, 161 families
lost their homes built

placed. “All these
people are now living
under the open sky in
makeshift tents, with-

Meraj Malik has drawn  porters in Srinagar.
strong condemnation Mehbooba warned that
from across the politi- repeated curbs on pub-
cal spectrum, with lic expression, as seen
leaders terming the in other South Asian
move undemocratic countries, could have
aimed at diverting the serious repercussions.
people’s attention from Aam Admi Party
blasphemous act at the Member of Parliament
Hazratbal shrine. Sanjay Singh, who ar-
According  to rived in Jammu along
Kashmir Media Ser- with senior party leader
vice, Peoples Demo- Imran Hussain, termed
cratic Party President Malik’s detention “ille-
Mehbooba Mufti said gal and unconstitu-
the use of PSA against tional.
an elected representa- " He said the law

required, in the Indian
Supreme  Court,”
Singh said, accusing
the BJP government of
systematically target-
ing opposition leaders
through fabricated
cases.
Shamasuddin
Malik, father of the de-
tained MLA, stressed
that his son’s popular-
ity and commitment to
the people had made
him a target.
Meanwhile, [IOJK
Congress chief Tariq

fundamentally wrong
This reflects a danger-
ous tussle between bu-
reaucracy and democ-
rac

The arrest has trig-
gered widespread pro-
tests across Doda,
Kishtwar and Reasi,
with residents demand-
ing Malik’s release.

Authorities have
responded with heavy
deployment of forces
and prohibitory restric-
tions, but the agitation
continues to grow,

tive wasunjustifiedand meant for ‘terrorists’ Hameed Karra de- highlighting deepening
a diversionary tactic. had been weaponized scribed the PSA deten-  public anger against the
“Even if there was ver- againstanelected MLA  tion asa “dlreu attack misuse of draconian

ent with

for raising the griev-

laws in the territory.

ery and
ism. In a statement is-
sued on Thursday,

Naqvi highlighted the
elimination of 19 Khariji
(outlawed) terrorists
during the operations,
calling it a testament to
the forees” operational e
excellence. “Pakistan’s
brave security forces
have foiled the nefari-
ous designs of India’s

et ntemsdar o

OXY,

Fitna al-Khawarij,”
the minister said, add-
ing that “the nation is
proud of its courageous
security forces. He
noted that the opera-
tions had achieved sig-
nificant milestones in

terror net-
works operalmg in the
region. “The people of
Pakistan stand firmly
with the security
forces,” Naqvi said, em-
phasizing that the na-
tion views these victo-
ries with great admira-
tion. Reaffirming the
government’s resolve,
Nagpvi stated, “With the
support of the people,
we will, God willing,
eliminate India-spon-
sored terrorism from our
soil.
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Musadik Malik discusses Pakistan’s ongoing

flood crisis with Canadian Chargé d’ Affaires
ISLAMABAD (INP): Federal

Minister for Climate Change
and Environmental Coordina-
tion Dr. Musadik Malik met
with Luke Mayers, Chargé
d’Affaires of the Canadian
High Commission, on Wednes-
day to discuss Pakistan’s on-
going flood crisis and opportu-
nities for enhanced bilateral
cooperation in climate resil-
ience and food security.
Expressing solidarity with
Pakistan, Mayers conveyed
Canada’s empathy over the
loss of lives and widespread
destruction caused by recent

flooding. “Canada stands with
the people of Pakistan in this
difficult time,” he said.

Dr. Malik briefed the Ca-
nadian envoy on the scale of
the disaster, noting that nearly
3.6 million people have been
displaced.

He stressed that while re-
lief operations were underway,
the greater challenge would
come once floodwaters re-
cede, leaving behind large-
scale devastation to commu-

on food security, including the
role of trade, food regulations,
and the possible introduction of
genetically modified (GMO)
seeds to boost agricultural re-
silience. Highlighting future pri-
orities, Dr. Malik said the Min-
istrywas digitizing the Environ-
mental Protection Agency
(EPA) to streamline processes
and improve transparency in
environmental monitoring.
Both sides reaffirmed their
commitment to strengthening
cooperation in cllmale resll-

nities and mfraslruclure
The also
touched on lhe floods’ 1mpacl

ience,
ment, and food security.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Planning and Deputy Chairman Planning Commission, Ahsan|
iqbal, chairing the Central Development Working Party (CDWP) meeting.

CM Sindh slams those spreading rumours
during monsoon

KARACHI (INP): Sindh Chief
Minister Murad Ali Shah on
Thursday warned that after the
recent rains in Karachi, many “op-
portunists” have come out,
spreading rumours. He said the
entire country is affected by
floods; pointing out mistakes is
acceptable, but unnecessary criti-
cism is not right.

Speaking to the media at
Mazar-e-Quaid in Karachi, CM
Shah said that Pakistan s the re-
sult of Quaid-e-Azam’s struggle,
and now it is our responsibility
to adopt his principles of faith,
unity, and sacrifice to make the
country a true Islamic welfare
state. He said that on this day, we
also remember our great leaders
Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto and
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto, who
played a historic role in the
country’s defence and nuclear
programme.

He further stated that
Pakistan’s armed forces and the
entire nation gave a strong re-
sponse to India’s recent aggres-

sion, and this unity is our real
strength. The Sindh CM strongly
condemned the Indian atrocities
against the Kashmiri people and
Isracli aggression, saying that
Israel, which bombs innocent chil-
dren and civilians, will surely be
defeated through the unity of the
Muslim world.

Speaking about the recent
flood situation in the country,
Shah said that Sindh and all other
regions are affected. Our top pri-
ority is to save human lives and
protect barrages and embank-
ments. He appealed to the public,
especially people in katcha (riv-
erine) areas, to follow govern-
‘ment instructions to prevent loss
of life.

He said that PPP Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari has issued
clear directions to provide imme-
diate relief, impose agricultural
and environmental emergencies,
and launch a flash appeal for aid
at the international le

Responding to criticism over
urban flooding in Karachi, the

Sindh CM said that the entire
country is affected by floods;

highlighting mistakes is fine, but
baseless criticism is not. “After
the rains, many seasonal frogs
have emerged whoare spreading
false rumors,” he warned, adding
that such elements must not at-
tempt to create ethnic or political
divisions, as the nation has al-
ready paid a heavy price for that
in the past. Shah said that the
administration and elected repre-
sentatives remained on the streets
during the rains and floods, ful-
filling their responsibilities. Short-
comings do exist, but work is be-
ing done on them. The spread of
false rumors must stop.

The Sindh CM further said
that they are fully prepared to deal
with the flood situation, with the
top priority being the protection
of people. He made it clear that
the Pakistan People’s Party will
support every water-related
project that is non-controversial,
and practical steps to resolve
public issues will continue.

Dams overflow: four South Punjab cities

MULTAN (INP): The flood tor-
rents from the Sutlej, Ravi, and
Chenab rivers have placed the
districts of Multan,

under threat

extremely critical for flood re-
sponse and safety cfforts.

In the suburbs of Qaboola,
the Farid Shah arca has been

h, 3
and Rahim Yar Khan in severe
danger.

"According to the report, near
Multan, the official protective
embankment in Basti Baharan has
broken, while a deliberate breach

s

been made on the Uch Sharif
Road to protect Uch Sharif city
from inundation.

As a result of this breach,
castern localities including
Mouza Jhanbu, Nooraja Bhatta,
Kotla, Bahadurpur, and Sabra
have been

severelyimpacted. Although
the flow of water remains steady
at the Sher Shah embankment
near Multan, the decision to break
the Sher
Shah protective bund has
been postponed, as the threat of
a high flood in Jalalpur Pirwala
has now subsided.

At Head Panjnad, water lev-
els have risen again. Currently, a
powerful flood wave carrying
607,000 cusecs is passing through
the point.

Earlier, the flood that passed
through the Alipur region devas-
tated 70% of the tehsil's area. The
next 24 hours have been declared

ISLAMABAD: NDMA conducted a

helmed by flooding. Thou-
sands of acres of crops have been
destroyed, entire settlements
have been swallowed by the river,
and connecting roads have been
severed, cutting off ground ac-
cess to the area. Rescue opera-
tions are underway using boats
to evacuate affected residents.

In the outskirts of Luddan,
the Akbar Shah area has suffered
extensive damage, with more than
2,000 homes submerged. Stand-
ing crops—cotton, rice, sesame,
and maize—have been com-
pletely wiped out by floodwaters.
‘Women and children are suffer-
ing from hunger and thirst due to
food shortages.

At Arifwala on the Sutlej
River, a high-level flood has
caused significant devastation.
Displaced residents, left home-
less, have pitched tents on their
own for shelter. Weakened by
hunger, they await government
assistance with growing despera-
tion.

Atthe Guddu Barrage, water
levels have crossed 500,000
cusecs. Villages along the
riverbanks are now underwater.
Locals are evacuating and relo-
cating on their own, as formal

evacuation assistance remains
limited.

According to the Meteoro-
logical Department, over the past
24 hours  water levels have also

IDOHA: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif meets Amir of Qatar His Highnés Sheikh
[ Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani in Doha, Qa

PM Shehbaz assures Qatari leadership of
Pakistan’s full solidarity, support against Israel.

DOHA (INP): Prime Minister

Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif on
Thursday assured the Qatari lead-
ership of Pakistan’s full solidar-
ity and support in the face of un-
justified provocation by Israel.

The prime minister, during
his meeting with the Amir of Qatar
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al
Thani, the prime minister con-
veyed Pakistan’s strongest con-
demnation of the Israeli attack on
Doha on September 9, terming it
a blatant and flagrant violation of
Qatar’s sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity.

Healso conveyed deep sym-
pathies on_the loss of precious
lives in this dastardly and hei-
nous attack by Isracl and prayed
for speedy recovery of the in-
jured.

PM Shehbaz Shari undertook
an official visit to the State of Qatar
to express solidarity with the
people and the leadership of the
State of Qatar in the wake of the

recent Israeli attack on Doha.

The prime minister said that
the leadership and people of Pa-
kistan were deeply disturbed by
this attack against the brotherly
State of Qatar, that constituted a
serious breach of international
law.

While reaffirming the his-
toric, fraternal bonds between
Pakistan and Qatar, the prime
minister stated that the two coun-
tries had proudly stood with
each other through thick and thin.

It was in this spirit of broth-
erhood that Pakistan stood
shoulder to shoulder withthe
Amir, the Royal Family of Qatar
and with the brotherly people of
Qatar during this challenging
time. He assured the Qatari lead-
ership of Pakistan’s full solidar-
ity and support in the face of this
unjustified provocation. He also
conveyed deep sympathies on
the loss of precious lives in this
dastardly and heinous attack by

Israel and prayed for speedy re-
covery of the injured.

The prime minister empha-
sized that Israel’s brazen aggres-
sion in the Middle East must be
stopped and the Ummah needed
unity among its ranks in the face
of Israeli provocations.

The prime minister appreci-
ated Qatar’s responsible, con-
structive and mediatory role in
efforts to bring peace in Gaza, and
stressed that such acts of Israeli
aggression were clearly meant to
undermine regional stability and
threaten ongoing diplomatic and
humanitarian efforts.

PM Shehbaz Sharif said that
at Qatar’s request, Pakistan had
requested for an emergency ses-
sion of the UN Security Council
to discuss the recent develop-
ments in the Middle East.

He also welcomed Qatar’s
decision to host an Extraordinary
Arab-Islamic Summit on Septem-
ber 15.

Banks manage to grow their asset base by

KARACHI(INP): The State Bank
of Pakistan (SBP) has issued the
Mid-Year Performance Review
(The Review) of the Banking Sec-
tor for 2025 on Wednesday.

The Review covers the per-
formance and soundness of the
banking sector for the period from
January to June 2025 (H1CY25).
It also briefly discusses the per-
formance of financial markets as
well as the results of the Systemic
Risk Survey (SRS), which repre-
sents the views of independent
experts about key current and
potential future risks to financial
stability. The Review highlights
that banks managed to grow their
asset base by 11.0 percent in
HICY25. Investments in govern-
ment securities primarily sup-
ported asset growth, reflecting
government’s needs from the
banking sector.

Advances observed contrac-
tion across both public and pri-
vate sectors. Nonetheless, fixed
advances to SMEs

risen atboth Mangla
and Tarbela Dams. Both Tarbela
and Rawal Dams have once again
reached full capacity. At Tarbela,
the water level has reached
1,550.00 feet—the dam’s full stor-
age capacity. Similarly, Rawal Dam
now stands at 1,751.80 feet, just
shy ofits 1,752 feet limit.

Mangla Dam is currently
92% full, with a recorded water
level of 1,234.60 feet, while its full
capacity is 1,242 feet. The
Khanpur Dam has reached a wa-
terlevel of 1,981.45 feet, just be-
low its 1,982 feet capacity. Simly
Dam is holding 2,315.25 feet of
water, matching its full storage
limit of2,315 feet.

As aresult of these water lev-
els, spillways at various dams are
now being opened to release ex-
cess water and prevent structural
pressure o collapse.

In the Danga area of
29Kharian, two brothers, 14-year-
old Zainer and 12-year-old Shah
Zain, drowned in the nullah near
Mohalla Shah Takiya. Zainer was
rescued by locals while the search
for Shah Zain's body continued
till late at night. The search will
resume today.
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continued to grow. On the fund-
ing side, deposits grew at an im-
pressive pace of 17.7 percent,

11.0pc in H1CY25

leading to a decline in banks’ re-
liance on borrowings.

The Review notes that the
credit risk of the banking sector
remained contained. Non-per-
forming loans of the sector de-
clined during the period under
review, however, due to contrac-
tion in advances, the gross NPLs
toloans ratio marginaily deterio-
rated to 7.4 percent in June 2025.
Nonetheless, as the banks hold
higher stock of provisions for
loan losses, the net NPLs to net
Loans ratio clocked at negative
0.5 percent, reflecting muted
risks on net

The earnings of the sector
remained steady — backed by
rising volumes of earning assets.
Accordingly, the Return on As-
set (ROA) and Return on Equity
(ROE) remained steady at 1.3 per-
cent (1.3 percent in December-
2024)and 21.3 percent (21.5 per-
cent in December-2024), respec-
tively. The solvency pos
the banking sector also remained
strong as the Capital Adequacy
Ratio (CAR) improved to 21.4

percent (20.6 percent in Decem-
—_—

ber-2024) and was well above the
minimum regulatory requirement.

The latest stress test results
reveal that CAR of the banking
sector is expected to remain com-
fortably above the minimum regu-
latory requirement of 11.5 percent
under both baseline as well as hy-
pothetically severely stressed
macro-financial scenarios over the
two-year forecast horizon. Results
also indicate strong resilience of
banks to withstand hypothetical
shocks to credit and market risk
factor Review shows that
financial markets exhibited a rela-
tively higher volatilityin HICY25
as compared to H2CY24, mainly
stemming from the equity market
owing to short-lived impact of
trade tariffs uncertainty and geo-
political tensions.

The independent respon-
dents in the latest wave of the
Systemic Risk Survey highlighted
geopolitical risk as the topmost

f risk, however they expressed con-

fidence in the stability of the fi-
nancial system and the ability of
the regulator to manage any un-
foreseen shocks
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ISLAMABAD: CEO Milat Tractors called on Special Assistant to the Prime Minister Haroon Akhtar |
Khan to discuss Tractor Poli

Pakistan, UAE agree to boost anti-narcotics
cooperation in high-level talks

ISLAMABAD (INP): Federal
Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi
met Sheikh Zayed bin Hamad bin
Hamdan Al Nahyan, Chairman of
the United Arab Emirates’ Na-
tional Anti-Narcotics Authority,
at the Ministry of Interior on
Thursday to discuss enhanced
cooperauon against drug traffick-

ng.

Minister Naqvi warmly wel-
comed Sheikh Zayed and his del-
egation, underscoring Pakistan’s
commitment to combating narcot-
ics as a national priority. Both
sides held detailed discussions
onanti-narcotics efforts and other
‘matters of mutual interest, agree-
ing to expand bilateral collabora-
tion in countering drug smug-
gling.
To facilitate closer coordina-
tion, Pakistan appointed DG Anti-
Narcotics Force Major General

Abdul Mueed as its focal person,

while the UAE named Brigadier
Taher Gharib as its special repre-
sentative. Naqvi congratulated
Sheikh Zayed on becoming the
first chairman of the UAE’s newly
established National Anti-Nar-
cotics Authority and praised the
move as a step toward deeper
regional cooperation.

“The establishment of this
authority will boost

ing of an upu ck in synthetic drug
smuggling. “This is a war for the
future of our generations, and
defeat is not an option,” he em-
phasized.

Sheikh Zayed affirmed the
UAE’s commitment to providing
all possible cooperation to Paki-
stan in anti-narcotics operations,
stressing the importance of

bilateral collabora-

joint efforts between Pakistan
and the UAE in combating nar-
cotics,” Naqvi said, assuring
Sheikh Zayed of Pakistan’s full
support, - He highlighted
Pakistan’s frontline role in the
fight against drugs, noting that
over 400 suspects involved in
trafficking to the UAE had been
arrested and five tons of narcot-
ics seized.

Naqyi credited these suc-
cesses to joint efforts and timely
information sharing, while warn-

tion to ensure a safer future for
coming generations.

The UAE delegation in-
cluded senior anti-narcotics offi-
cials from Abu Dhabi, Dubai,
Sharjah, Ras Al Khaimah, Ajman,
Fujairah, and Umm Al Quwain.
Pakistani officials present in-
cluded Minister of State for Inte-
rior Talal Chaudhry, the Federal
Interior Secretary, Special and Ad-
ditional Secretaries, DG Anti-Nar-
cotics Force, and other senior rep-
resentatives.




