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Respectful Repatriation of
Afghan Refugees, Crackdown
on Anti-Social Elements in
Qila Abdullah: CM Bugti

Green‘Buses for Quetta:
Fleet of 21 Vehicles En Route
from China to Pakistan

Syed Ali Shah:
QUETTA: Afleet of 21
‘modern buses, including
16 green buses and five
pink buses, has been dis-
patched from a Chinese
port and is expected to
arrive in Quetta within
the next 20 days, accord-
ing to sources in the
Balochistan Transport
Department.

Officials confirmed
that the buses will soon
be operational on the
roads of Quetta, marking
a major step toward ad-
dressing the city’s long-

facilities. Citizens and
civil society groups have
repeatedly highlighted
the need for affordable
and safe public trans-
port in Quetta, and the
launch of this service is
seen as a response to
those long-pending de-
mands.

With the addition of
these buses, Quetta’s
public transport infra-
structure is set for a
much-needed improve-
ment, offering residents
amore comfortable, safe,
and dependable com-
muting experience.

reliable and modern pub-
lic transport system.
The introduction of
pink buses, dedicated to
women passengers, is
aimed at ensuring
and affordable transpor-
tation for female commut-
ers, who have long faced
difficulties in the ab:
sence of proper facilities.
he government
had earlier announced
that the green bus ser-
vice would be launched
in Quetta by the end of
June. However, due to
technical delays and un-
favorable regional cir-

cumstances, the arrival
of the buses was post-
poned.

The provincial gov-
ernment has now reiter-
ated its commitment to
providing efficient trans-
port services, with the
new fleet expected to
ease traffic congestion
and improve daily com-
muting for thousands of
residents.

Transport officials
added that the initiative
reflects the
government’s focus on
sustainable urban mobil-
ityand gender-inclusive

standing demand for a

4 ‘India-sponsored’ terrorists
killed in Balochistan’s Khuzdar
during IBO: ISPR

NEWS DESK: Four ter-
rorists “belonging to In-
dian proxy” were killed
during an intelligence-
based operation (IBO) in
Balochistan’s Khuzdar
district, the military’s
media wing said on
Thursday.

“On’ September 17
2025, security forces
conducted an intelli-
gence-based operation
in the Khuzdar district of
Balochistan, on reported
presence of terrorists be-
longing to Indian proxy,
Fitna al Hindustan,” the
Inter-Services Public Re-
lations (ISPR) said.

The state has des-
ignated Balochistan-
based groups as Fitna-
al-Hindustan to high-
light India’s alleged role
in terrorism and
destabilisation across
Pakistal

The ISPR statement
said that during the op-
eration, “own forces ef-
fccuvcly cngagcd the
terrorists” location”,

had issued another
statement, saying that
the armed forces had
eliminated five “Indian
sponsored terrorists”
during an IBO in
Khuzdar earlier this
week.

Yesterday, two po-
lice stations and a Lev-
ies station had also
come under attack in
Balochistan’s Sherani
district.

adding that “af
tense fire exchange, four
Indian sponsored terror-
ists were sent to hell”.
Weapons, ammuni-
tion and explosives were
recovered from slain ter-
rorists, the ISPR sald
The terrorists were
“actively involved in
numerous terrorist ac-
tivities in the area”, it
added. “Sanitisation op-
eration is being con-

ducted to eliminate any
other lcn'onsts found in
the area,” the statement
read. Secunly forces of
Pakistan are determined
to wipe out the menace
of Indian sponsored ter-
rorism from the country,
and reaffirm the nation’s
unwavering resolve to
bring the perpetrators of
terrorism to justice,” it
added.

‘Adayago, the ISPR

4 ‘India-sponsored’ terrorists
killed in Balochistan’s
Khuzdar during IBO: ISPR

Balochistan CM Honors
Shaheed Captain Waqar Kakar
by Renaming Loralai College

News Desk: I
QUETTA - Balochistan
Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti has offi-
cially renamed the
Balochistan Residential
College (BRC) Loralai af- |
ter Shaheed Captain
Wagqar Ahmed Kakar,
honoring the young
officer’s supreme sacri-
fice for the nation. The
decision was followed
by a formal notification
issued by the Higher
Education Department
of Balochistan.

The chief minister
made the announcement
during his visit to
Loralai, where he met the
family of Captain Waqar
Kakar and expressed
condolences. Captain
Wagar’s father said he
struggled through tough  bered. In an emotional ~family will always stand  Ahmed Kakar Residen-
times to educate his son, statement, the martyred by the state. With CM  tial College Loralai

PM Shehbaz ‘deeply touched’
by warm welcome in Rlyadh

NEWS DESK: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
said he was “deeply
touched” by the warm
reception given to him
by Saudi Crown Prince
and Prime Minister
Mohammed bin Salman
bin Abdulaziz Al Saud
during his official one-
day visit to Riyadh.

In a post on X, he
described the unprec-
edented escort of his air-
craft by Royal Saudi Air
Force jets and the smart
guard of the Saudi

ed Forces as proof
of the “abiding love and
‘mutual respect” between
Pakistan and Saudi

5 A
Bugti’s announcement,
the Higher Education
Department promptly is-
sued the official notifica-
tion, formally renaming
the institution to
Shaheed Captain Waqar

officer’s brother said he
had devoted 25 years to
preparing Waqar—not
for ranks or worldly
titles—but for sacrifice in
defense of the country.
He reaffirmed that the

whose dedication
camed him a first posi-
tion in academics. He
wished for the college to
be named after his son
so that his sacrifice
would always be remem-

the Crown Prince’s

sion and leadership” in
guiding the Muslim
world and highlighted
his “consistent sup-

viewing regional chal-
lenges and exploring
ways to enhance bilat-
eral cooperation.

The premier praised

Suicide Explosion in Chaman Near
Pak—Afghan Border Leaves 4 Dead

Sardar Muhammad
Khondai:
CHAMAN - A sui-
cide bombing near a
taxi stand close to the
Pak-Afghan border in
Chaman has left four
people dead and three
others wounded, offi-
cials confirmed. The
powerful explosion oc-
curred within the pre-
mises of a refugee

port” and “keen inter-
est” in expanding Saudi
investment, trade and
business ties with Paki-
stan.

said his “most
cordial talks” with the
Crown Prince covered a
wide range of issucs, re-

way to determine the
nature and motive of
the blast. “The area
has been sealed, secu-
rity forces are present
at the site, and the in-
vestigation process is
ongoing,” a Home
Department spokes-
person said. “The pub-
lic is urged to avoid
spreading rumors and
to fully cooperate with

camp and was heard reached the scene government slrong‘ly law  enforcement
across Chaman city and cordoned off the condemned the attack, agencies.”

while the Home De-
partment of
Balochistan an-
nounced that evidence
collection and investi-
gations were under-

entire arca. Ambu-
lances from local hos-
pitals shifted the dead
and injured to medical
facilities.

The Balochistan

The Chief Minis-
ter of Balochistan has
also directed authori-
ties to conduct a thor-
ough probe into the
attack.

and surrounding areas.

Soon after the in-
cident, the Levies,
Frontier Corps (FC),
and other law enforce-
ment agencies

Respectful Repatriation of Afghan Refugees, Crackdown on
Anti-Social Elements in Qila Abdullah: CM Bugti

Staff Reporter:
QUETTA, September 18,2025 — Balochistan
Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti has vowed
that the repatriation of Afghan refugees from
the province will be carried out in a transpar-
ent, organized, and dignified manner, ensuring
that no individual’s self-respect is undermined.

Chairing a high-level meeting in Quetta on
Thursday, the Chief Minister directed authori-
ties to give special consideration to women,
children, and elderly refugees, and warned that
any incident of mistreatment would result in
immediate and strict action against the respon-
sible officials.

The meeting reviewed the overall progress
of the repatriation process, as well as the law
and order situation in Qila Abdullah district. Se-
nior officials, including Chief Secretary Shakeel
Qadir Khan, Inspector General of Police ,’:’
Muhammad Tahir, DG Levies Abdul Ghaffar |
Magsi, Commissioner Quetta Division Shah |

Zeb Kakar, and Commissioner Afghan Refu-
gees Balochistan Arbab Talib-ul-Mola attended
the session, while officials from Zhob and Qila
Abdullah joined via video link.

Officials briefed the meeting that the re-
patriation process is being implemented under
the federal government’s policy in coordina-
tion with the UNHCR. CM Bugti instructed
that female security personnel be temporarily
recruited to facilitate women during the repa-
triation process, stressing that humanitarian
values must remain the top priority.

On the security front, the Chief Minister
directed authorities to launch indiscriminate op-
erations against anti-social and criminal ele-
ments in Qila Abdullah, regardless of jurisdic-
tion. He emphasized that the provincial gov-
ernment will provide all necessary resources
to restore peace and ordered divisional and dis-
trict officers to take swift action and submit
daily reports to the CM Secretariat.
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EDITORIAL

Friday,September.19.2025

Balochistan’s Climate Fund — A
Lifeline Against Growing Disasters

Editorial:

ties, and deepens pov-

agement and environ-

Balochistan has takena  erty. mental governance,
historic and timely step  Stop Deforestation  should be a top priority.
by establishingits first-  TheClimateFund,if ~ The provincial

ever Climate Fund,
move that signals the
province’s recognition of
the existential threat
posed by global warm-
ing and climate change.
In his recent meeting
th British High Com-
missioner Jane Marriott,
Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti rightly un-
derscored the urgency
of mobilizing resources
to safeguard communi-
ties from natural calami-
ties that are growing in
frequency and intensity.

Floods In Bunair

The tragic flash
ﬂoods in the Bunair area

»

lions.

resilience

penditures

Pukhmcnkh\va
month, which claimed
precious human lives,
are a grim reminder of
Pakistan’s extreme vul-
nerability. The province
sits on a fragile ecologi-
cal and seismic zone
prone not only to floods
but also to recurring
droughts, earthquakes,
and the looming threat of
desertification. Each di-
saster further strains an

implemented transpar-
ently and effectively,
has the potential to be-
come a lifeline for mil-

It can provide the
financial base for disas-
ter preparedness, early
warning systems, refor-
estation, water manage-
ment, and community

Equally important, it can
build trust between the
government and people
by showing that saved
resources — like the Rs.
14 billion curtailed from
non-developmental ex-

invested in protecting
livesand livelihoods.
The Battle Cannot Be
Fought Alone
However, climate
change is not a battle
that Balochistan can
fight alone. Partnerships
with international allies,
such as the United King-
dom, are essential in
bringing technical exper-
tise, innovative solu-
tions, and funding
port. Training local ins

government’s commit-
ment to reforms in gov-
ernance, education, and
healthcare is commend-
able, but the climate
emergency must remain
at the center of its devel-
opment agenda. Without
climate resilience, all
other reforms risk being
washed away by the next
flood or crippled by the
next drought,

Balochistan has
shown leadership by
creating this Climate
Fund.

The next step is to
ensure that it does not
become another
underutilized policy ini-
tiative. Effective monitor-
ing, independent over-
sight, and community in-
volvement will be key to
‘making it a success.

In the face of global

every delay
arries a cost in human

projects.

are being

ste
must now take all pos-
sible steps to translate
the promise of the Cli-
‘mate Fund into tangible

already fragile infrastruc-  tutions, particularly in protections for the
ture, displaces communi- _areas like disaster man- _people of Balochistan.
Dr Muhammad Ali Ehsan:

SCO Summit and the geopolitical
road ahead

The 25th SCO Summit is scheduled

to be held in Tianjin, China, from Au-
gust 31 to September 1, 2025. This
much-awaited summit needs to be
seen in the context of not only what
China is doing but also the geopoliti-
cal alignment that India might be seek-
ing. The last time PM Modi of India
attended an SCO summit in person
was in 2022. The 2023 SCO Heads of
State Summit was held virtually, with
PM Modi chairing it.

One of the reasons that brings
Modi back to SCO and most impor-
tantly, to China, the host country,
the 50% tariff snub it got from Presi-
dent Trump. India considered this
American act as unjust and irrespon-
sible. Unjust because China is the larg-
est importer of Russian oil, yet it is
not sanctioned, but India was. So the
diplomatic response by India was in
line with how it chose to serve its na-
tional interest. We will not be told
‘whom we can buy from and from whom
we cannot, said India, thus laying the
ground for scckmg strategic au-
tonomy. Modi heads to China, under-
standing the geopolitical weight of the
SCO. If India won't export to the US, it
will seek alternative markets of the
SCO and BRICs as well as access to
their resources and the energy re-
serves.

India's refusal to join BRI s based
on the fact that such an action would
undermine its sovereignty. CPEC is
the flagship project of BRI, and India
fears that joining BRImight legitimise
Pakistan’s claim over the disputed
Kashmir territory that India claims and
Pakistan holds. If India is secking a
broad geopolitical alignment, which
means mending its relations with
China despite the territorial and land
disputes with it, then the circle of this
broad geopolitical alignment will not
be complete unless India considers
mending its relations with Pakistan as
well. Events shape geopolitical trends.
The upcoming Head of States SCO
Summit is one such event that will
definitely contribute to accelerating
the geopolitical trend of the demise of
American primacy. This SCO summit
is unique in the sense that twenty
countries are participating in it — the
largest number to have ever partici-
pated in an SCO summit. This is the
beginning, and with every subsequent
year, the number of countries attend-
ing may rise. Both SCO and BRICS
and their membership are likely to be-
come bigger and larger as their attrac-
tive economies suck in more and more
countries of the Global South.

There is this old quote that a com-
mon enemy brings the adversaries
together. In the changing geopolitical
structure of the world, the US is likely
to stand out not as the common en-
emy but as a losing global hegemon
that may be left stranded because it
fails to get its act together. Already,
SCO and BRICs together hold 35% of
the total share of the global output,
which is 8% more than the 27% of the
same output that G-7 countries hold.

Global North was considered the
core, and Global South was the gap.
But given this difference in share of
the global output by the countries of
the Global South, the rich core of the
conomy seems to be gradu-
ing towards the Global South.

Demographically as well, the US rep-
resents 4.5% of the world's popula-
tion while China, Russia and India
combined represent almost 40% of the
world's population. What SCO and
BRICS member countries can initiate
as a geopolitical trend is similar to a
geopolitical trend that the US initiated
after World War IL.

Within a week of the Allied forces
victory, the US cancelled its Land-
Lease Program for Britain and replaced
it with a loan on commercial terms that
Britain could not afford. The US ac-
tion clearly suggested that a rising
power was capitalising on the demise
and loss of status of a declining
power. Whatever indignity was left for
Britain to suffer, as a declining power,
was completed when, in 1956, the
Anglo-French invasion was under-
taken to retake the Suez Canal, which
was nationalised by Egyptian Presi-
dent Gamal Abdel Nasser. President
Eisenhower of the US didn't like
Britain's idea of undertaking the inva-
sion of a strategically important zone
without prior consultation. Britain's
clobal aspirations ended when it was
forced to withdraw its forces. Post
Suez Canal withdrawal, the geopoliti-
cal trend of Britain's decline and de-
mise as a great power reached its cul-
‘minating point.

Currently, there is no Land-Lease
agreement between the existing three
great powers and India as a rising
power. What the major powers in SCO
and BRICS can do is understand that
there can be differences but not dis-
putes, that there can be competition
but not conflict. The US Achilles heel
is based on misunderstanding this
concept. It has become too powerful
to resist the temptation of projecting
its power in all the negative ways. In-
di the only country in the world
that has been subjected to 50% tar-
iffs, which is an act that is both hu-
miliating and provocative. By impos-
ing huge tariffs on India, all that the
US has done is push India into the
Russo-Sino orbit. Two days after the
end of the SCO summit, China cel-
ebrates its victory over Japan in a vic-
tory day parade. There is alsoa Modi-
Putin Summit scheduled in India later
this year. India will also act as the host
nation for BRICS in 2026. So, there are
many opportunities for one-on-one
meetings between these leaders of the
Global South. As the world travels
down the geopolitical road, the US
stands out as a great power that is a
borrower and under $35 trillion in debt,
which is way more than the annual
output of its goods and services. The
tariffs and the sanctions that it has
imposed is already bringing together
60% of the world's population that
holds 38% of the world's GDP. The
world is witnessing a change. The
SCO Summit and similar events show-
case that change. It is not only the
aspiration for change but also how that
change is brought about, which is
more important. No change can be
brought about unless the leaders of
great powers create conditions for that
change to be put into practice. Under
the changing geopolitical conditions,
the onus lies with India not only to
‘mend its ways with China but also with
Pakistan. If this is done, the road
ahead can only be one of regional
peace and prosperity.

Gaza’s
obituary

AS much of Gazaand its
inhabitants now sleej
forever under the rubble
of what used to be
homes, it is time for

cople around the world
to write their obituaries.

Typically, an obituary is
a'note of remembrarice,
a tender act of affection
where the living pay trib-
ute to their deceased
loved ones. But Gaza’s
obituary cannot be writ-
ten like other obituaries.
The obituary of Gaza is
not of a person, but of
dreams, ambitions and
independence. Gaza’s
obituary does not only
mourn the death of
people but alsothe death
of humanity, the burial
of international law and
the demise of the con-
science of the world.

Traditionally, an
obituary starts with iden-
tifying the deceased,
their name, their age,
their place of belonging,
their moment of passing,
In Gaza, however, to
name the dead is impos-
sible, for every day
starts with the sound of
life giving way to death
and ends with death tak-
ing more of the grief- an
hunger-stricken with it.
To speak of age is futile,
for the earth now cradles
infants who had yet to
feel the embrace of their
mothers, children clutch-
ing toys, students hold-
ing books, mothers with
unborn babies who had
yet to see the world, fa-
thers who buried their
children, and elders who
once championed the
stories of Muslim unity.
Time itselfhas collapsed
in Gaza; the unmarked
graves house the young
and old alike, all of them
becoming examples of
Israel’s naked aggres-
sion.

Post identification,
an obituary speaks of
what the departed loved
and what their legacy
would be. For Gaza and
its people, what they
loved was life and the
basic liberties which life
is supposed to bring —
the moistness of their
olives, the bustle of the
sea, a freshly caught
fish, the laughter of chil-
dren in alleyways an
their defiant refusal to
bow to despair. What
they valued was life, un-
adorned but dignified.

BySyed Sheheryar
Raza Zaidi::

Mass ecocide
TWO recent, seemingly
disparate  incidents
throw sharp light on
Pakistan’s relationship
with residential real es-
tate. The first was the
purported legal (and po-
litical) troubles of Bahria
Town, which culminated
in a message from its
founder stating that in-
solvency and opera-
tional brcakdown in its
residential schemes were
fast approaching.

The second inci-
dent occurred during the
recent flooding of the
castern rivers in Punjab.
When water levels rose
downstream from Jassar
and Shahdara, a large
number of residential
streets in Park View City,

a housing project
built almost on the Rdu

Quetta: Contaminated water posing a
serious threat to human health

Fresh and clean water
is an essential part of
human life. It stands sec-
ond to the air for the ex-
istence of all human be-
ingsand it is now a com-
monly known fact that
groundwater quality is
as important as its quan-
tity. Balochistan is be-
coming the fast water-
scarce province of the
country particularly in
urban ‘areas including
the Quetta sub-basin
where 90% of the drink-
ingwater is utilized from
groundwater. Ground-
water quality has a direct
impact on the health and
welfare of the inhabitants
therefore fresh and clean
water supply need to be
prioritized.
Drinkingwater must
be free from pathogenic

organisms
Water from any
source must suit the pur-
pose for which it is in-
tended whereas, drink-
ing water must be free
from pathogenic organ-
isms and its chemical and
physical qualities must
also be suitable for hu-
man_consumption. Ac-
cordingly, groundwater
contamination is ap-
proximately constantly
the consequence of hu-
‘man activities.
Accordingly, the
(Coliforms and E. Coli)
are those bacteria that
originate from wastes
and intestines of animals
and signal contamination
in drinking water during
testing. Arecentreport of
the Irrigation Depart-
ment indicates that the
high rate of Coliform and

E. Coli bacteria was
found in the water of
Quetta which signals
contaminations in the
drinking water that may
affect human health and
cause severe illne:
such gastrointestinal,
vomiting, cramps, diar-
rhea, muscle aches, and
headache.

However, anyone
can get sick from drink-
ing contaminated water
but children, the elderly,
and people with weak
immune systems are ata
higher risk of the harm-
ful effects.

Contaminated water
in Quetta affecting hu-
man health

Onthe basis of ana-
lyzed water quality data
the areas of Mariabad,
Shaldara Kasi Road,
Pashtoonaba

Gowalmandi, Sirki Road
satellite town, Takhtani
Bypass, airport road,
Western bypass.,
Barwary road Mosa
Colony, Spini road, Joint
Road,

Raisani Road,
Sariab road DG WAPDA
office, Gahi Khan Chowk,
Sariab Railway Station
where the water Quality
is declared unsafe due to
high concentration of
Coliform and E. coli as
such the analyzed values
are high than the permis-
sible limits of the WHO.

he drinking water
in these areas is found
objectionable and unsafe
for drinking purposes on
the basis of bacteriologi-
cal contamination.

Abdul Razzaq
Khilji:

What holds Pakistan back?

PAKISTAN is one of

the most over-diag-
nosed countries in the
world. It has long been
apparent what needs to
be done for the country
to achieve its promising
potential. Its problems
are well known. So are
its solutions. But why
have these solutions
never been applied?
Why has little been
done to address the
structural problems?
Why have much-
needed economic, edu-
cational and institu-
tional reforms never
been implemented?
What is the impediment?

What holds Pakistan
back? What blocks mean-
ingful progress? Two
words may answer these
questions. Elite capture.
Elite control of state
power and of much of the
country’s resources
which enable overlap-
ping elites to influence
governance, politics and
the economy as well as
receive unwarranted
benefits from such con-
trol —all at the expense
of the public and with-
out its consent.
Anarrow, oligarchic
elite has dominated the
country’s politics and
protected its interests
with scant regard for so-

cietal welfare. Afew hun-
dred families have domi-
nated virtually all of
Pakistan’s legislatures,
including the present
ones, malmammg their
grip on power through
tions. Dynastic
politics is emblematic of
this. Partyand electoral
politics continues to be
dominated by wealthy
families, clans and net-
works of regional and
local ‘influentials’. Even
those from non-elite
backgrounds are co-
opted into elite culture.
This has remained
largely unchanged de-
spite economic and so-
cial changes of recent

decades that have
gradually been trans-
forming the national
landscape.  These
changes include greater
urbanisation, rise of a
larger middle class, shift
in the economic centre
of gravity from the coun-
tryside to urban centres,
emergence of a diverse
civil society and a more
‘connected’ and in-
formed citizenry, thanks
to the spread of technol-
ogy. But politics and the
political system have
vet to be aligned with
Such changes.

ByMalecha
Lodhi:

Why allegations alone will not cleanse

Defence Minister

Khawaja Asifs recent
allegations against bu-
reaucrats holding for-
eign citizenship and
amassing billions in cor-
ruption have reignited a
national debate on gov-
ernance, integrity and
the state's willingness
to clean its own house.
These charges surfaced
after the arrest of an Ad-
ditional Deputy Com-
missioner (ADC), re-

portedly close to the
minister, who was ac-
cused of intimidating a

i tycoon and
ng llicit wealth.
While this arrest has
grabbed headlines, it
represents only the tip of
the iceberg.

What makes these
revelations particularly
alarming is the apparent
contradiction in the
‘government's own narra-
tive. On one hand, it as-
serts that all appoint-

ments are made strictly
on merit after thorough
intelli learan

governance

NAB laws.
These instances are
not random ab

On the other, individu-
accused of grave
misconduct not only
survive but thrive in the
system, holding cov-
eted positions and shap-
ing policy. Today, the
economy and appoint-
‘ment powers are largely
in the hands of a hand-
ful of retired bureau-
crats, some of whom
have faced trial under

S

but manifestations of
systemic rot. A senior
serving officer is even
accused of sponsoring a
restaurant in clear viola-
tion of environmental
laws, yet remains en-
trenched in the system.
Such realities expose the
chasm between the
rhetoric of reform.
By Faisal
Bai

Coume September,

campuses around the
world stir into action,
ready for months of in”
sight and inquiry. But
the calibre of these is
becoming more tenuous
as academic freedom
worldwide faces mount-
ing threats. Pakistani
are sadly very familiar
with the suppression of
academic freedoms, but
the global trend has
troubling implications
closer to home too.

A new working pa-
per by Harvard
University’s  Pippa
Norris documents the
growing threats to aca-
demic freedoms, defined
as the ability of scholars
to be free to research,
publish and teach with-
outexternal interference
or constraints, and be
free to fund research
recruit and engage in
public-facing activities
without undue censor-

Lost freedom

ship.

Norris analyses
data from the Academic
Freedom Index to con-
clude that academic free-
dom has eroded in 22
countries — home to
over half the world’s
population — in the first
quarter of the 21st cen-
tury, while improving in
only five (including, in-
terestingly, Kenya and
Iraq). She also points out
that it is not just external
factors such as funding
cuts or legal pressure
that are undermining
academic freedom, but
also a growing tendency
among academics to self-
censor in the face of aca-
demic homogeneity,
groupthink, and the fear
of being disadvantaged
for having a contrarian
argument. The chal-
lenge to academic free-
dom is gaining attention
because of the dramatic
news from campuses
across the US. Norris

cites the American As-
sociation of University ~a:
Professors, which re-
ports 57bills in 23 states
“seeking to limit the au-
tonomy or public col-
leges and universities
by prohibiting or ban-
ning the content of syl-
labi, empowering parti-
san appointments on
managing boards, and
restricting freedom to
learn, teach and conduct
research”. The world is
becoming accustomed
to the varying forms of
academic suppression
in the US, from the
clampdown on pro-Pal-
estinian voices to book
bans, the blocking of
funding for research on
topics such as climate
change, and even the
deportation of interna-
tional students. Aca-
demic suppression indi-
cates democratic de-
cline. While depressing,
the US onslaught on
academic freedom is not

unprcccdcmcd As early
s 1972, then US presi-
denl Richard Nixon was
reminding  Henry
Kissinger that “profes-
sors are the enemy”. The
erosion of academic free-
domaligns withany form
of democratic backslid-
ing and the rise of popu-
list, right-wing politics
and is evident in coun-
tries as diverse as the
US, Turkiye, Poland,
Egypt and Nicaragua.
The alignment be-
tween rising
authoritarianism and
suppressed speech and
academic freedom was
forecast by John Stuart
Mill in the 19th century:
“To refuse a hearing to
an opinion, because
they are sure that it is
false, is to assume that
their certainty is the
same thing as absolute
certainty.

ByHuma
Yusuf:

riverbed in s
ern Lahore, were inun-
dated and had to be
evacuated.

The cause for both
incidents is consider-
ably different — palace
intrigue and political
machinations in the first,
and nature colliding with
human hubris and greed
in the second.

Yet they elicited
ilar types of discus-
sion.

In both incidents,
the fate of residents was
asubject of much hand-
wringing and concern.

The key debate is
on the exlenl of middle-
class complicity in en-
couraging destructive
patterns of real estate
development in Paki-
stan.

In both examples,
some people consider
insolvency and opera-
tional breakdown, or
devastation at the hands
of nature, as poetic jus-
tice.

By Umair
Javed:

Global warming: the situation is worse
than generally believed

This has been an un-

usual summer for many
parts of the world. High
temperatures _ and
droughts have affected
most of the American
west. There were wide-
spread fires that burnt
ignificant acreage in
ifornia, Oregon and
Washington states. Fires
also burnt the forests on
Canada's border with the
United States. The
smoke produced by the
fires was visible in cities
as far south as Washing-
ton, the American capi-
tal. There were also fires
in Siberia. Heavyrains in
India's western_states
resulted in floods.
Heavy rains also af-
fected Pakistan.

This has now be-
come a regular feature of
the weather pattern in
Pakistan. This time

around there were prop-
erty damage and deaths
in Chakwal, a city south-
east of Pakistan, Heavy
rains in the hills that
overlook the city
brought landslides that
destroyed many houses
and killed scores of
people. There were also
heavy rains in central
China which caused de-
structive floods. The ice
shield in Antarctica be-
gan to melt at a faster
rate than had been ex-
pected. The reason why
these and other weather
events were occurring
was provided by the lat-
est report issued by a
high-powered panel of
scientists that has been
keeping a watch on the
way global weather is
changing. The body, the
Intergovernmental Panel
mate Change
ssued its latest

report on August 9,
2021, describing how
human action had al-
tered global environ-
ment at an "unprec-
edented pace”. But first
a few words about the
panel, its creation, and
the work it does.

The IPCC is an in-
tergovernmental body
of the United Nations
that was set up in 1988
"to provide govern-
ments at all levels with
scientific information
that they can use to de-
velop climate policies”.
The World Meteoro-
logical Organization
(WMO) and the United
Nations Environment
Program (UNEP) set up
the IPCC and headquar-
tered it in Geneva, the
Swiss city that was the
home for several other
international bodies.
The IPCC informs gov-

emments about the state
of knowledge of climate
change. It does this by
examining all the rel-
evant scientific literature
about climate change. It
also covers possible re-
sponse options avai
able to the policymakers
in the most affected
countries.

The organisation
does not conduct its
own research. Thou-
sands of scientists and
other experts volunteer
to review the IPCC pub-
lications. They compile
key findings into "As-
sessment Reports" for
policymakers and |he
general public. Lead
climate scientists and all
member governments

endorse the IPCC's find-
ings.

By Shahid

Javed Burki:
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Mirwaiz, others
barred from
attending Prof
Butt’s funeral
SRINAGAR (INP): In
Indian illegally occu-
pied Jammu and Kash-
mir, Indian authoritics
prevented senior APHC
leader Mirwaiz Umar
Farooq and others from
attending the funeral
prayers of senior
Hurriyat leader, Profes-
sor Abdul Ghani Butt,
who passed away at his
Sopore residence on

Wednesday .
According to
Kashmir Media Service,

Mirwaiz Umar Farooq
among many political
leaders and associates
of the late leader were
not allowed to join fu-
neral. Restrictions were
imposed, and the family
was compelled to con-
duct the funeral hur-
riedly.

Mirwaiz  Umar
Farooq in a statement
strongly condemned
the authorities for bar-
ring him and others from
attending the funeral. In
a statement posted on
X, Mirwaiz expressed
deep griefat the demise
of Prof. Butt, describing
it as a “huge personal
loss™ and lamented that
he was locked inside his
home, denied the right
tooffer his last respects.
“It pains me beyond
words that the authori-
ties compelled the fam-
ily of Prof. Sahib to con-
clude his janazah hur-
riedly. I have been
locked inside my home
and deprived of the so-
lace of walking with him
in his final journey,”
Mirwaiz said.

He added that his
35-year-long associ
tion with Prof. Butt was
a source of guidance
and friendship, and said
Kashmir had lost a sin-
cere and visionary
leader. “So many others,
too, longed to pay their
last respects. To be de-
prived of even the so-
lace of participating in
his janazah and bidding
him a final goodbye is
an unbearable cruelty,”
he noted.

The Mirwaiz said
Prof. Butt was not only
a seasoned politician
but also a respected
academic and intellec-
tual voice of Kashmir
whose contributions
would be remembered
for decades.

POWERCHINA
extends flood

relief in Punjab
ISLAMABAD (INP):
POWERCHINA has
launched emergency re-
lief operations” in
Punjab’s Jhang district
after devastating floods
submerged hundreds of
villages, the company
said.

“Recently, Jhang in
Pakistan suffered from
floods, and the Haveli
O&M  Project of
POWERCHINA
promptly launched an
emergency response,
providing  health
checks, medicines and
food to 150 people until
now,” according to a
statement by the com-
pany.
It added that mov-
ing orward,
“POWERCHINA will
continue to monitor the
situation closely and
actively fulfill its social
responsibilities, contrib-
uting to local disaster
relief efforts, " Gwadar
Pro reported on Thurs-

ay.
Under the CSR ini-
tiative, the company has
been organizing free
‘medical camps and com-
munity nourishment
ive.

Trump hails ‘special relationship’ with
UK in historic second state visit

LONDON (INP): US
President Donald Trump
hailed the special rela-
tionship between his
country and Britain as he
paid a gushing tribute to
King Charles during his
historic second state
visit, callingit one of the
highest honours of his
life.

It was a day of un-
precedented pomp for a
foreign leader. Trump
and his wife Melania
were treated to the full
array of British pag-
eantry. Then, the presi-
lent sang the praises of
his nation's close ally.
"The bond of kin-
ship and identity be-
tween America and the
United Kingdomis price-
less and eternal. It's irre-
placeable and unbreak-
able," Trump said in a
speech during a lavish
banquet at Windsor
Castle, family home to

British monarchs for al-

most 1,000 years.
Referring to the so-
called special relation-
ship between the two
nations, Trump said:
"Seen from American
eyes, the word special
does not begin to do it
justice." Trump's speech
will be music to the ears
of British Prime Minister
Keir Starmer. He prof-
fered a state visit to win
favour with Trump the
well-known anglophile
and overt royal fan,
shortly after the US
president returned to of-
fice in January.
Starmer hopes the
trip will aid his govern-
ment as it seeks to
deepen economic ties,
secure billions of dollars
of investment, ease tar-
iffs and allow him to
press the president on
Ukraine and Israel.
Britain rolled out

the royal red carpet, gi
ing Trump the largest
military ceremonial we
come for a state visit in
living memory. Trump
made little secret of his
delight at being not just
the first U.S. leader, but
the first elected politician
to bc invited for two state

‘This is truly one
of the highest honours of
my life,"he said.

Over the course of]
the visit, Britain is hop-
ing to convert Trumy
affection for Britain - h
mother came from Scot-
land - and admiration for
the royals into concrete
actions.

Companies includ-
ing Microsoft, Nvidia,
Google and OpenAl have
already pledged 31 billion

ds ($42 billion) in
British investments over
the next few years, in Al
quantum computing and
civil nuclear energy.

[QUETTA: Governor Balochistan Jafar Khan Mandokhail is presenting a
E

jcommemorative shield to Vice Chancellor Di
occasion of the 60th Senate s

Kakar on the,

URUMOQI( China): President Asif Ali Zardari vis
tre in Urumgqi, accompanied by the Mayor of the city and the Vice Governor of Xinjiang.
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IWMI delegation meets Hazara University VC
to review WRAP project progress

MANSEHRA (INP): A
delegation from the In-
ternational Water Man-
agement Institute
(IWMI), an interna-
tional organization
addressing  the
challenges of water scar-
city, floods, droughts
and climate change in
developing countries,
called on Prof. Dr.
Ikramullah Khan,
Vice Chancellor, Hazara
University Mansehra.
The delegation was led
by IWMI Country Di-
rector, Dr. Muhammad
Ashraf, who discussed
the ongoing Water Re-
source Accountability
Pakistan  (WRAP)
project at the university
and reviewed its

progress.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Vice Chancellor
Prof. Dr. Ikramullah Khan
said that Pakistan is fac-
ing severe challenges
from floods, natural di-
sasters, and climate
change.

He stressed the
need fora

to addressing climate-
related challenges in
Pakistan. He assured
that the university
would utilize all avail-
able resources (o sup-
port IWMD’s research
activities.

Dr. Asif Javed,
Head, Department of
Earth and

strategy in collaboration
with international organi-
zations to tackle these
issues.

He further high-
lighted that faculty mem-
bers and researchers at
Hazara University pos-
sess vast expertise in
their respective scientific
fields and that joint re-
search partnerships can
significantly contribute

tal Sciences informed
the delegation that
IWMI’s project at
Hazara University aims
to promote scientific
measures to address
water crises in Pakistan
and across the region.
Under this collabora-
tion, a solar-powered
drip irrigation system,
water sensors,
geotagging and

groundwater quality as-
sessments have been ini-
tiated.

In addition, paid in-
ternships for MPhil
scholars and training for
12 faculty members have
been provided. He further
added that in partnership
with the World Wide
Fund for Nature (WWF),
a state-of-the-art Knowl-
edge and Research Cen-
tre have been estab-
lished in the Department
of Earth and Environmen-
tal Sciences at a cost of
Rs. 4.800 million. One
graduate has been of-
fered a paid internship
while other students are
engaged in research on
Nature-Based Solutions

S).

ion of the Uni»

rsity of Andhra Pradesh.

Hurriyat leaders slam deliberate
shutdown of highway impacting
apple transport

ISLAMABAD, Sept 18
(INP): In Indian-occu-
pied d Kashmir,

ment, and several civil
society members said
the disrup-

Hurriyat parties have
vehemently condemned
the "forced and deliber-
ate" closure of the
Srinagar-Jammu high-
way for apple-laden
trucks, calling it an attack
on the region's horticul-
ture industry and the live-
lihoods of thousands of
families.

According to Kash-
mir Media Service, in
separate statements is-
sued in Srinagar, the
Jammu and Kashmir
Young Men’s League
(JKYML), Peoples
League, Muslim Youth
Forum, Jammu Kashmir
Peoples Resistance
Party, Jammu and Kash-
mir Democratic Move-

tion of truck movement
on the only all-weather
road link between Kash-
mir and |he outside
world was “no acci-
dent” but part of a “de-
liberate strategy to
cripple the Kashmiri
economy.”

They pointed out
that hundreds of ve-
hicles carrying perish-
able fruit remain stranded
for days, causing mas-
sive losses to growers
and traders during the
peak marketing season.

The Hurriyet orga-
nizations also lashed
out at the LG-led puppet
regime in Indian occu-
pied Jammu and Kash-
mir, accusing it of aban-

doning farmers and toe-
ing New Delhi’s line.

“Instead of safe-
guarding the interests of
growers, this administra-
tion has chosen silence
while our fruit rots on the
roadside,” the state-
ments read.

The parties warned
that the blockade had not
only disrupted trade but
alsoinflicted psychologi-
cal and financial distress
on tens of thousands of
families dependent on
Apple farming,

They cautioned that
unless immediate mea-
sures were taken to clear
the backlog of trucks and
ensure smooth move-
ment of consignments,
the state’s economy
could suffer irreversible
damage.

India’s propaganda tactics
exposed amid global scrutiny of
rights abuses

stan openly facilitated

ISLAMABAD (INP):

bservers have warned
that India’s reliance on
propaganda and
disinformation to cover
up its actions in Indian
illegally occupied Jammu
and Kashmir and be-
yond is increasingly be-
ing exposed, even as in-
ternational rights organi-
zations continue to flag
serious abuses by New
Delhi.

One glaring example
surfaced during the re-
cently concluded Opera-
tion Sindoor, when India
attempted to circulate
fabricated claims that Pa-
kistan Army generals
and uniformed person-
nel paid tribute to a so-
cdllcd “terrorist”killed in
the operation. Indepen-
dent checks revealed
these were manufactured
stories amplified by paid
commentators acting as
mouthpieces for Indian
propaganda platforms.
In contrast, Paki-

with Provincial Minister Mir Sndlq Umrani

international media vis-
its to m

Indian mi:

ing the names and ad-
dresses of victims to en-
sure transparency.

India’s campaign of

falsehoods was so bla-
tant that international
‘monitors flagged it as a
source of misinforma-
tion during the opera-
tion., Observers stress
that instead of manufac-
turing fake narratives,
India must answer press-
ing questions raised by
the UN High Commis-
sioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) and Amnesty
International: Why are
over 3,190 Kashmiris be-
ing held without legal
charges? Why have
1,500 homes been de-
stroyed? Why have
more than 44 Kashmiris
been killed in staged
“encounters™?

itics point out

Cri
that  India  has

weaponized terror as a
tool of statecraft. By cir-
culating out-of-context
speeches, Al-generated
videos, and fabricated
images of military funer-
als, New Delhi seeks to
disguise its aggression
In reality, the funerals
widely circulated in In-
dian media were those of |
innocent civilians, in-
cludmg women and chi

dres ed by Indian
not mili-

missile stnkc;
tants.

Analym say) I.ndla s

” of

by mounting evidence of
it being an aggressor
state. Survivors and fami-
lies of Operation Sindoor
victims continue to wait
for justice, while India
ides behind
disinformation cam-
paigns. “Propaganda
‘may blur the truth tem-
porarily, but it cannot
erase accountability,”
observers noted.

GAZA (INP): The Isracli
military said it was
opening an additional
route for 48 hours that
Palestinians could use
to leave Gaza City s it
stepped up efforts to
empty the city of civil-
ians and confront thou-
sands of Hamas com-
batants.
Hundreds of thou-
sands of people are
sheltering in the city and
many are reluctant to
follow Israel’s orders to
move south because of
the dangers along the
way, dire conditions, a
lack of food in the
southern area and fear
of permanent displace-
ment.
“Evcn lfwc want to
is there

toll rises over 65,000

any guarantee we would
be able to come back?
Will the war ever end?
That’s why I prefer to die
here, in Sabra, my
neighbourhood,”
Ahmed, a schoolteacher,
said by phone.

Al least 63 people
were killed by Israeli
strikes and gunfire
across the Gaza Strip on
Wednesday, with most of
the casualties in Gaza
City, local health authori-
ties said.

They said the latest
fatalities took the Pales-
tinian death toll from the
two-year war between
Israel and Hamas past
65,000. Palestinian offi-
cials and rescue workers
say the true figure is
liKely higher as many re-

‘mains are trapped under
the rubble of destroyed
buildings.

The war was trig-
gered by the Hamas-led
attacks on southern Is-
rael on October 7, 2023,
in which about 1,200
people were killed and
251 taken hostage, ac-
cording to Israeli tallies.

Gaza health au-
thorities also reported a
drone attack on a spe-
cialist children’s hospi-
tal, which did not cause
casualties but forced
young patients and
their families outside.

Israel estimates
about 400,000 people, or
40 percent oftgoac who
were in Gaza Cityon Au-
gust 10 — when it an-
nounced plans to take

LIST OF VEHICLES UNDER SECTION S50 PPC. OF DEPUTY INSPECTOR
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Gaza under siege, new route opens amid death

control — have alread;
fled. The Gaza media of-
fice says 190,000 have
headed south and
350,000 have moved to
central and wester areas
of the city.

Adayafter Isracl an-
nounced the launch, of
its ground offensive to
seize control of Gaza’s
main urban centre, tanks
had moved short dis-
tances towards the city’s
central and western arcas
from three directions, but
no major advance was re-
ported.

An Israeli official
said military operations
were focused on getting
civilians to head south
and that fighting would
intensify over the next
month or two.
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Pakistan-Saudi defence agreement was

ISLAMABAD (INP): Former fed-
minister and Chairman of Pa
Lhma Institute Mushahid
n Syed has said that the
slonc Pak-Saudi defence agree-
ment was a surprise for India.
Mushahid Hussain Syed,
talking to a private TV program,
said that India was not aware of
the agreement between Pakistan
and Saudi Arabia at all, the Pak-
Saudi agreement was a surprise
for them.
He said India supports Israeli
aggression and after the Pakistan-
Saudi defence agreement India
will reconsider its foreign policy.
He said the trust of Arab coun-
tries in America has now ende
He said, "We have a histori-
cal background regarding the de-
fence of the Middle East, the first
defence agreement between Pa-
kistan and Saudi Arabia was

signed in 1982.

Mushahid Hussain said dur-
ing the reign of Zia-ul-Haq, a bri-
gade was sent to defend
Haramain Sharif in 1983, and in
1973, the Pakistan Air Force shot
down five Israeli planes. He said
that after the Israeli attack on
Qatar, US President Donald
Tmmp betrayed the Arab coun-

lsracll Prime Minister
Netanyahu has said that they
could attack any counlry \vhen—
ever they want. He it Is-
rael will definitely be ared by
the Pak-Saudi defence agreement.

He said America has failed
to provide security and defence
to Saudi Arabia, adding at this
time, America needs Pakistan and
Saudi Arabia more than Israel.

He said for the sake of Is-

surprise for India: Mushahid

foreign policy in the Middle East.

Mushahid said Pakistan will
fully defend the Two Holy
mosques.

He said America has angered
‘many countries in South Asia and
the Middle East for Isracl and ex-
pressed hope that Saudi Arabia
would prevent Afghanistan from
carrying out terrorism in Pakistan.

It should be noted that the
Saudi Crown Prince and Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif have
signed a strategic mutual defence
agreement between Pakistan and
Saudi Arabia in Riyadh.

The said agreement reflects
the common determination of
both countries to achieve secu-
rity and peace in the region and
in the world. The will

[RIYADH: Deputy Gnvcrnor of ledh Muhammad bin Abdulrahman bin Abdulsnz sees Prim

Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif of f at Riyadh Airport.

strengthen defence in the context
of current and expected threats
and challenges.

rael, America has destroyed its

- v * 7 :
[ISLAMABAD: Acting President Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani meeting with Chaudhry Latif Akbar, Speaker |
Jof the AJK Legislative Assembly, former Prime Minister of AJK Raja Muhammad Farooq Haider|
Khan, and MLA Hamid Raza at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

IHC division bench suspends
order of PTA chairman’s removal

ISLAMABAD (INP): Islamabad
High Court (IHC) division bench
on Thursday suspended an ear-
lier order of the removal of retired
Major General Hafeezur Rehman
from the post of Pakistan Tele-
communication Authority’s
(PTA) chairperson.

The bench, comprising Jus-
tices Muhammad Asifand Inaam
Ameen Minhas, took up
Rehman’s intra-court appeal
against the ruling issued by Jus-
tice Babar Sattar on Tuesday,
which had ordered the PTA
chief’s removal over his “illegal™
appointment to the position.

In his order, on a plea filed
by digital rights activist Usama
Khiljin 2023,

Justice Sattar had declared
the creation of the post of mem-

Provincial Disaster Management Authority
(PDMA) reports normal water flow in major rivers

MULTAN (INP): The flood situ-
ation in Punjab’is gradually nor-
malizing as water levels in major
rivers recede, according to the
Provincial Disaster Management
Authority (PDMA).

However, the United Nations

has warned that Pakistan faces a

“grave humanitarian crisis,” with
millions of people displaced by
record monsoon rains and flood-
ing

" A PDMA spokesperson said
water levels in flood-hit areas are
rapidly decreasing. The flow in
the Indus, Jhelum, Ravi, Chenab,
and Dera Ghazi Khan rivers has
returned to normal. The water
situation at Panjnad is also re-
ported as stable.

However, moderate flooding
continues at Ganda Singh Wala
in the Sutlej River, while low-level
flooding s observed at Sulemanki
and Islam headworks.

Relief operations are under-
way in affected areas, with local

mmuc ons of the Punjab chief
minister. Citizens have been ad-

vised to contact helpline 1129 in
case of emergencies.

Despite_ improvements in
Punjab, the United Nations has
painted a grim picture of the over-
all situation in Pakistan. Carlos
Geha, head of the UN Office for
the Coordination of Humanitar-
ian Affairs (OCHA), said over six
million people have been affected,
with more than 2.5 million dis-

laced.

He called the disaster a
“grave humanitarian crisis” and
urged the international commu-
nity to step forward with urgent

ssistance. Geha warned that
what is visible now is only “the
beginning” of the devastation.

According to UN figures,
nearly 1,000 people have died
since’ the monsoon rains began
in late June, including 250 chil-
dren. Punjab remains the worst-
hit province, with 4.7 million
people affected after India re-
leased water from its dams.

Entire villages have been
submerged, while roads, bridges,
and nearly 2.2 million hectares of

2

farmland have been destroyed.
The loss of crops has pushed
wheat flour prices up by 25% in
just the first week of September.

“These are the farmers who
feed the entire country. Today,
they have neither land nor live-
stock nor any support,” Geha
said.

The UN has released $5 mil-
lion in emergency aid, with an
additional $1.5 million allocated
tolocal NGOs. However, officials
warn that many rural communities
remain cut off, with relief supplics
only reaching them by boats or
helicopters.

he floods have also height-
ened the risk of outbreaks of ma-
laria, dengue, and cholera. Geha
stressed that immediate relief
must be coupled with long-term
recovery efforts to help millions
of victims rebuild their lives.

He reminded the world that
Pakistan is not ;ulc]yrcsponslblc
for this disaster: “The countries
most responsible for climate
change must also bear responsi-
bility for this crisis.

Floodwaters recede in Punjab, pressure on
barrages in Sindh persists

LAHORE (INP): In many flood-
affected areas of Punjab, water
has started receding, but situa-
tion in Sindh is critical with large
parts of the riverine (kacha) areas
submerged.

Though floodwater receded
in Punjab, some regions have still
been under several feet of water.
People have started returning to
their homes. However, the victims
are still waiting for compensation
promised by the government for
their losses. In Sargodha's Kot
Momin tehsil, school closure has
been extended by another three
days in the flood-affected areas.

According to the deputy
commissioner, the decision was
madc in view of the flood emer-
gency and ongoing relief efforts.
Twenty-two government and pri-
vate schools in 41 affected vil-
lages will remain closed, he a

In Ahmedpur Shargia and
Uch Sharif, the flood situation
remains critical, with a vast area
under six to clghl feet water in
affected areas.

idents of several villages
including Mukhan Bella, Bikhri
Sarwarabad, Chenab Rasulpur,
Ismailpur, Bhanda Venis, and oth-

ers are waiting for aid announced
by the provincial government. In
the flood-hit areas, epidemics of

Standing crops on 140,000 acres
of land have been destroyed.
Meanwhile, at ~Head

‘malaria, itis, and other
diseases is likely to outbreak.
According to PDMA, water flow
in Punjab’s rivers is returning to
normal, with water levels rapidly
decreasing in flood-affected ar-
as.

s

‘Water flow in therivers Sindh,
Jhelum, and Ravi normal lev-
els. The Chenab River has also
normalized and water flow at
Panjnad is normal.

The Sutlej River is experienc-
ing a moderate flood at Ganda
Singh Wala, while low-level
floods are recorded at Suleimanki
and Islam Headworks.

A wave of 75,000 cusecs is
passing under Baba Farid Bridge
on the Sutlej River. The village
Soda Rahmani has been com-
pletely destroyed by floodwaters.
Homes and standing crops on
thousands of acres have been
washed away. The district admin-

on is active in rehabilitation
efforts, and ration distribution is
underway.

In the riverine belt, approach
to over 30 villages remain cut off.

ks, water in-
flow was recorded at 84,449
cusecs, with outflow at 73,042
cusecs. Roads connecting vil-
lages Tugaira, Akooka, and
Yaseen have been washed away
by the floods.

The spokesperson said that
25 rescue teams are active in
flood-affected areas of Vehari for
evacuation. So far, 9,627 people
have been moved to safe loca-
tions, along with 779 livestock. A
total 125 personnel and 25 boats
are working in the field round the

Tock.

At Sukkhar Barrage, water
level will likely to fall within 24
hours as it started moving toward
Kotri Barrage.

Several zamindari bunds
(farmland embankments) have
breached in Noshero Feroz. Wa-
ter has entered five villages in
Moro tehsil while village Ghulam
Nabi Brohi came under several
feet of water.

Despite a fall in water levels
at Guddu Barrage, pressure on the
riverine areas remains high.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Petroleum, Ali Pervaiz Malik, visited the head office of the Oil
and Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA).

ber ) in the PTA
and the subsequent appointment
of Rehman as PTA chairman “un-
constitutional, illegal and void ab
initio”. The decision, however,
was challenged by Rehman hours

after it was announced.

Today, Advocate Qasim
Wadud appeared as the counsel
for the PTA chairman, while Ad-
ditional Attorney General (AAG)
Salman Mansoor also presented
his arguments. At the outset of
the hearing, Mansoor contended
that “relief which was not even
sought in the petition had been
granted” in the earlier order.

“Neither were the rules chal-
lenged nor was a notice issued
to the attorney general. Issuing
anotice to the attoney. general
was necessary,” he said.

The AAG further argued
that a request not sought in a
petition could not be considere:
under Article 199 (jurisdiction of
high court) of the Constitution.

“The court itself stated that
the entire argument was not com-
plete yet,” Mansoor said.

Addressing the PTA
chairman’s lawyer, Justice Asif
remarked, “You were even given
enough opportunity.”

Sherry hails new defense
arrangements as boost to
Pakistan-Saudi relations

MULTAN (INP): PPP Senator &

former Ambassador Sherry
Rehman on Thursday, applauded
Saudi Arabia’s generous hospi-
tality towards Prime Minister
Shahbaz Sharif, describing the
new defense arrangements as a
decisive move that will further
lidify the two-nation relationship.
Talking to a private news
channel, Senator Sherry Rehman
also discussed the newly estab-
shed defense arrangements, cz
ing them crucial for long-term stra-
tegic benefits. She noted that the
agreements not only enhance
Pakistan’s defense capabilities
but also signal Saudi Arabia’s
trust in Pakistan’s growing
strength on the global stage.

tity and protect the interests of
Islamic countries.

Rehman highlighted that Pa-
kistan remains committed to
standing firm in its role as a de-
fender of the Islamic world and
its values. She also praised the
Saudi government for its unwa-
vering support and commitment
to strengthening bilateral ties,
highlighting the key role Saudi
Arabia plays in promoting re-
gional stability and cooperation.

esponding to a query, he
strongly criticized Israel and In-
dia for following the same ideol-
ogy of lawlessness, rampant hu-
‘man rights violations, and blatant
disregard for international law.
He (X)ndemned their continuous
iolati fUN call-

She added by
that the defense cooperation
‘marks a strong vote of confidence
in Pakistan’s strategic potenlml
with far-re

ing their actions a direct chal-
lenge to global peace and justice,
nddmg that both nations persist

ining human dignity

regional stability. She further ex-
pressed that it is an honor for
Pakistan todefend its Islamic iden-

and international norms through
their aggressive policies and un-
lawful practices.

QUETTA: Jamaat-i-Islami's Balochistan chapter emir, Maulana
[Hidayat-ur-Rehman Baloch addressing a press conference.

Lahore board announces Inter

Part-II position holders

LAHORE (INP): The Board of
Intermediate and Secondary edu-
cation (BISE) Lahore announced
the Names of the position hold-
ers for the Intermediate Part-II
examinations.

According to Board officials,
Controller Examinations Tauseef-
ur-Rehman, accompanied by Sec-
retary Rizwan Nazir, declared the
results.

Students who took more than
two years to complete their inter-
mediate exams were not eligible
for position awards, the board
officials said.

Atotal of 183,695 candidates
appeared in this year’s 12th-
grade examinations under the
Lahore Board.

According to the board,
Khadija Tahira secured the first
position with 1159 marks, while
Maliha Khan stood second with
1157 marks. Harim Irfan,
Muhammad Tanveer Ahmed, and
Muhammad Shaban all secured
the third position with 1156
marks.

In the General Science group,
Muhammad Usman and Hadia
Yousuf jointly clinched the top

spot with 1,136 marks
cach.Subhan Zahoor and Haji
Abdullah followed in second
place with 1,134 marks, while
Muhammad Ibrahim and
Abdullah shared third with 1,130
marks apiece.

In the Commerce group,
Sarmad Sajid topped the boys”
category with 1107 marks, fol-
lowed by Haseeb Ahmed and
Saad Ashraf, who secured sec-
ond and third positions with
1098:and 1096 marks respectively.
Among girls, Urooj Fatima led
with 1100 marks, Noor Fatima
was second with 1098, and Laiba
Nauman stood third with 1088
marks.

In the Arts group, Zaryab
Ahmed Bajwa topped the boys
with 1110 marks, while
Muhammad Ahmed and
Muhammad Khuzama Ashraf'se-
cured second and third positions

NA Speaker
applauds Pak—Saudi

defense agreement

ISLAMABAD (INP): National
Assembly Speaker Sardar Ayaz
Sadiq has extended his congratu-
lations to Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharifand the Saudi leadership on
the signing of a mutual defense
agreement, describing it as a sig-
nificant step forward in defense
cooperation between the two
brotherly nations.

Inhis statement, the Speaker
commended both countries for
taking a constructive step toward
strengthening bilateral ties and
deepening strategic collabora-
tion. He emphasized that the
agreement reflects a shared com-
mitment to regional stability and
mutual security.

Sardar Ayaz Sadiq noted that
the entire nation takes immense
pride in the visionary leadership
of Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
and Chief of Army Staff, Field
Marshal Syed Asim Munir. He
lauded Saudi Arabia as a sincere
and steadfast partner to Pakistan,
adding

Prof Butt’s
legacy affirms
Kashmiris’ resolve
for right to

self-determination: Safi
ISLAMABAD (INP): The Con-
vener of the All Parties Hurriyat
Conference-AJK chapter, Ghulam
Muhammad Safi, has expressed
deep sorrow and grief over the
demise of veteran Hurriyat leader
and former APHC chairman Pro-
fcssur Abdul Ghani Butt, describ-

ing him as a visionary leader and
intellectual of the highest stature
who dedicated his entire life to the
Kashmiri people’s inalienable
right to self-determination.

In his statement, Safi said that
the passing of Professor Butt is
an irreparable loss for the Kas}
mir freedom movement. “He w
not only a fearless and ideologi-
cal leader but also an intellectual
pillar whose wisdom and guid-
ance gave direction to the
struggle, even during its most dif-
ficult phases. His sacrifices and
contributions will remain a shin-
ing chapter in history,” he noted.

Floods devastate
India's breadbasket
of Punjab
NEW DELHI(INP): The fields are
full but the paddy brown and
wilted, and the air thick with the
stench of rotting crops and live-
stock - the aftermath of record
monsoon rains that have devas-

tated India's breadbasket.

In Punjab, often dubbed the
country's granary, the damage is
unprecedented: floods have swal-
lowed farmlands almost the size
of London and New York City
combined.

India's agriculture minister
said in a recent visit to the state
that "the crops have been de-
stroyed and ruined", and Punjab's
chief minister called the deluge
"one of the worst flood disasters
in decades".

"The last time we saw such
an all-consuming flood was in
1988," said 70-year-old Balkar
Singh in the village of Shehzada,
30 kilometres (19 miles) north of
the holy Sikh city of Amritsar. The

gushing waters have reduced
Smgh‘; paddy field to marshland
and opened ominous cracks in the
walls of his house.

Floods and landslides are
common during the June-Septem-

er monsoon season on the sub-
continent, but experts say climate
change, coupled with poorly
planned development, is increas-
ing their frequency, severity and
impact.

Punjab saw rainfall surge by
almost two-thirds compared with
the average rate for August, ac-
cording to the national weather
department, killing at least 52
people and affecting over 400,000.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has arelief pack-

with 1084and respec-
tively. Among girls, Haniya Sattar
topped with 1098 marks, fol-
lowed by Ayesha Rasheed and
Ayesha Bashir in second and

third positions with 1090 and
1084 marks respectively.

age worth around $180 million for
Punjab. The village of Toor, sand-
wiched between the Ravi river
and Pakistan, is in tatters -- strewn
with collapsing crops, livestock
carcasses and destroyed homes.




