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PM Shehbaz to attend meeting of
‘select’ Muslim leaders with US

President Trump in New York: FO

Three ‘Afghans’ among
seven terrorists killed in

DI Khan operation: ISPR

Bodies of Ziarat Assistant
Commissioner and His Son Recovered,

No Official Statement Yet

Three ‘Afghans’ among seven terrorists killed in DI Khan operation: ISPR
NEWS DESK: Seven terrorists were killed,
including three “Afghan nationals”, by secu-
rity forces during an intelligence-based opera-
tion (IBO) in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s Dera
Ismail Khan district, the military’s media wing
said on Friday.

In a statement, the Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR) said that the operation was
carried out in the Kulachi area upon the pres-
ence of “khawarij”.

The state uses the term Fitna al Khwarij
to refer to terrorists belonging to the banned
Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP). It has also
designated Balochistan-based groups as Fitna
al Hindustan to highlight India’s alleged role in
terrorism and destabilisation across Pakistan.

“During the conduct of [the] operation,
own troops effectively engaged the khwarij lo-
cation and [as a result], seven Indian spon-
sored khwarij, including three Afghan National
khwarij and two suicide bombers, were sent to
hell,” the ISPR said.

The statement added that Pakistan expects
the interim Afghan government, run by the Af-
ghan Taliban, to uphold its responsibilities and

Bodies of Ziarat
Assistant  Commissioner and

 His Son Recovered, No
Official Statement Yet

Armed Men Torch
Construction Machinery in

Barkhan, No Casualties Reported

groups operating from sanctuaries inside Af-
ghanistan pose the gravest threat to its national
security. Kabul denies the allegations.

“[A] sanitisation operation is being con-
ducted to eliminate any other Indian sponsored
kharji found in the area, as the security forces
of Pakistan are determined to wipe out the men-
ace of Indian sponsored terrorism from the
country,” the statement concluded.

Earlier this week, security forces killed 31
terrorists in two separate IBOs in KP’s Lakki
Marwat and Bannu districts, the military’s
media wing said on Monday.

“On 13-14 September, 31 khwarij belong-
ing to Indian proxy Fitna al Khwarij were killed
in two separate engagements in [the] Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province,” the ISPR said in a
press release. Pakistan has lately been wit-
nessing an uptick in terrorist activities, mainly
in KP and Balochistan. In November 2022, the
Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan, after breaking a
ceasefire deal with the government, had vowed
to escalate attacks against the security forces,
the police, and other law enforcement agen-
cies’ personnel.

QUETTA (WEB DESK)
– The bodies of Ziarat
Assistant Commissioner
Muhammad Afzal and
his son have reportedly
been recovered, sources
confirmed on Saturday.
Both had been abducted
nearly two months ago
from the Zezri area of
Ziarat district by uniden-
tified armed men. A few
days earlier, kidnappers
had released a video in
which Muhammad Afzal
and his son appeared,
pleading for their release
and urging that the cap-
tors’ demands be met.

So far, there has
been no official state-
ment from the provincial
authorities, and the fam-
ily of the slain officer has
also not commented on
the tragic development.

The incident has
raised serious concerns

NEWS DESK: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
will be among the attend-
ees of a meeting of “se-
lect” Muslim leaders with
US President Donald
Trump in the coming
week on the sidelines of
the 80th United Nations
General Assembly
(UNGA) session in New
York, the Foreign Office
(FO) said on Sunday.

“The prime minister
will also participate in a
meeting of select Islamic
leaders with US Presi-
dent Trump to exchange
views on issues pertain-
ing to regional and inter-
national peace and secu-
rity,” a statement issued
by the FO said.

The meeting of
Muslim leaders with
Trump could be the first
instance of PM Shehbaz
directly interacting with
the US president since
the latter assumed the
top office in his country
in January. Earlier, he met
Chief of Army Staff
(COAS) Field Marshal
General Syed Asim
Munir in June, marking
the first time a US presi-
dent has hosted
Pakistan’s army chief at
the White House unac-
companied by senior ci-
vilian officials.

On his visit to New
York, the PM would be
leading Pakistan’s del-
egation to the “high-level
segment” of the UNGA
from 22 September 2025,

the FO said, adding that
he would be accompa-
nied by Foreign Minis-
ter Ishaq Dar, other min-
isters and senior officials.

At the UNGA ses-
sion, PM Shehbaz “will
urge the international
community to resolve
the situations of pro-
longed occupation and
denial of the right to self-
determination,” particu-
larly in India-occupied
Kashmir and Palestine.

“He will draw atten-
tion of the international
community towards the
grave crisis in Gaza and
call for decisive action to
end the suffering of the
Palestinian people,” the
FO stated.

“He will also high-
light Pakistan’s perspec-
tive on the regional se-
curity situation, as well
as other issues of inter-

national concern, includ-
ing climate change, ter-
rorism, Islamophobia,
and sustainable devel-
opment.”

The FO, in its state-
ment, said PM Shehbaz
would attend several
“high-level events” on
the sidelines of the
UNGA session, includ-
ing important meetings
of the UN Security Coun-
cil, a high-level Meeting
of the Global Develop-
ment Initiative (GDI), and
a special  high-level
event on Climate Action,
among others.

Further, during his
visit, he will meet several
world leaders and senior
UN officials to exchange
views on issues of mu-
tual interest.

“He will also under-
line Pakistan’s resolve to
work with all UN member

QUETTA (WEB DESK)
– Unknown gunmen at-
tacked a construction
company in Barkhan dis-
trict of Balochistan,

setting heavy ma-
chinery and a generator
on fire in a late-night in-
cident.

According to local
sources, the attack took
place in the Baghao
Pargara area, where
armed men opened fire
on several pieces of road
construction equipment
before torching the ma-

Balochistan Food Department
Officers Caught in Major Wheat

Corruption Scandal
Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: A high-
level inquiry has ex-
posed a massive
wheat corruption
scandal in the
Balochistan Food De-
partment, revealing
mismanagement and
embezzlement worth
billions of rupees.

According to the
inquiry report, initiated
on the directives of
DG Anti Corruption
Balochistan Abdul
Wahid Kakar, two se-
nior officers were
found guilty of large-
scale irregularities.
The audit uncovered a
shortfall of 231,860
wheat bags, causing a
financial loss esti-
mated at Rs. 21,221
million to the national
treasury.

The officers iden-
tified as Muhammad
Dawood Kakar (ex-

District Food Control-
ler, Loralai) and Abdul
Hameed (ex-Assis-
tant Food Controller,
Loralai) were found
involved in misuse of
authority, corruption,
and negligence of
duty.

Authorities con-

states to uphold the UN
Charter, prevent conflict,
foster peace and pro-
mote global prosperity in
Pakistan’s current role as
a member of the Security
Council,” the FO added.

FO highlighted that
the PM’s participation in
“this biggest annual
gathering of global lead-
ers” would showcase
Pakistan’s “strong com-
mitment to
multilateralism and the
United Nations”.  It
would also reaffirm
“ P a k i s t a n ’ s
longstanding contribu-
tion towards the shared
objectives of peace and
development,” it said.

Trump’s upcoming
meeting with Muslim
leaders, including PM
Shehbaz, follows signifi-
cant developments in the
Middle East.

chinery and generator.
While the incident

caused significant finan-
cial losses, no casualties

over the security situa-
tion in Balochistan,

where targeted abduc-
tions have continued to

haunt government offi-
cials and civilians alike.

firmed that strict dis-
ciplinary measures
and punishments have
been recommended
against both officers,
while further investi-
gations are underway
to prevent similar inci-
dents.

The wheat scam

has once again high-
lighted issues of ac-
countability and trans-
parency in
Balochistan’s food
sector, raising serious
concerns over the
management of gov-
ernment wheat re-
serves.

Following the inci-
dent, Levies forces
launched an investiga-
tion, cordoning off the
area and collecting evi-
dence to identify those
behind the assault.

The attack has
raised concerns about
the security of ongoing
road construction and
development projects in
Balochistan, where con-
tractors often face
threats from militant
groups and criminal ele-
ments.

were reported. Law en-
forcement officials said
the assailants fled the
scene after the attack.

Balochistan Education
Department Fires Fake Degree Holders,

Imposes Five-Year Job Ban
Education Desk:

QUETTA: In a major step
towards transparency
and merit-based recruit-
ment, the Balochistan
Education Department
has dismissed several
employees found to
have secured jobs
through fake academic
degrees.

According to the
official notification, can-
didates whose educa-
tional credentials are
proven to be forged will
not only lose their jobs
but will also be required
to return all salaries and
benefits received during
their service. Addition-
ally, such individuals will
face legal action and will
be barred from applying
for any government po-
sition for the next five
years. The department
has also directed strict

verification of academic
documents in future re-
cruitments to ensure
that only deserving and
qualified candidates en-
ter government service.

This development
is being hailed as a cru-
cial measure to uphold
merit and curb corrup-
tion in the hiring pro-
cess. Observers believe

the move will restore
public confidence in
government institutions
and discourage fraudu-
lent practices in
Balochistan’s job market.

deny the use of its soil to carry out acts of terror.
Relations between Islamabad and Kabul have soured over the use of the latter’s territory

to stage attacks. Earlier this week, Pakistan warned the UN Security Council that terrorist
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Pakistan-Saudi Arabia Defense
Pact – A Historic Milestone in

Bilateral Relations

South-West Asia and the War Against Narcotics:
Where Does Pakistan Stand?

By Dr. B. Sultan:
Lady Macbeth once
remarked that “a little
water clears us of this
deed” after the assas-
sination of the King.
Yet, with time, she re-
mained haunted, ob-
sessively rubbing her
hands in an attempt to
cleanse the imagined
stains of blood. The
persistence of narcot-
ics production and
trade in South-West
Asia resembles this
unending struggle — a
dark reality that can-
not be easily washed
away.

Afghanistan has
long been recognized
as the world’s largest
producer of opium,
with its roots tracing
back to the early
1900s. Over the de-
cades, the repercus-
sions of this industry
spilled into neighboring
Pakistan and Iran. In
the late 2000s, Taliban
leader Mullah Omar
imposed a strict ban on
poppy cultivation
through threats, forced
eradication, and se-
vere punishments.
However, as revealed
by the UNODC
Opium Survey 2007,
the ban primarily tar-
geted cultivation while
the trade continued.
After the fall of the
Taliban, opium again
became a major
source of funding for
logistics, weapons, and
militia payments.

In 2022, the
Taliban leadership
once again announced
a ban on poppy culti-
vation, with Hibatullah
Akhundzada officially
declaring significant
reductions. Some
Western reports, sup-
ported by satellite im-
agery, showcased de-

clining poppy fields in
southern Afghanistan.
However, this raises
critical questions: Can
Afghanistan realisti-
cally abandon such a
central economic re-
source while facing
sanctions? And what
consequences does
this shift have for Pa-
kistan? While certain

international outlets
hastily claim that Pa-
kistan has become a
new hub for narcotics,
such narratives ignore
key realities. The issue
is not a simple matter
of “shifting sands” but
a complex regional se-
curity challenge. The
porous border between
Pakistan and Afghani-

stan, coupled with
cross-border networks
of drug traffickers,
means temporary
shifts in cultivation are
often strategic rather
than permanent.
M o r e o v e r ,
Afghanistan’s pivot to-
wards methamphet-
amine production —
highlighted by satellite

evidence of expanded
ephedra processing
hubs — reflects adap-
tive strategies of traf-
fickers rather than
genuine eradication.

In Pakistan, how-
ever, the situation is
markedly different.
Since 2001, the coun-
try has largely main-
tained its “poppy-free”

status, despite spo-
radic spillovers from
Afghanistan. Follow-
ing the Taliban’s 2022
ban, some illicit culti-
vations did emerge in
border areas, particu-
larly within
Balochistan and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Yet, these were swiftly
addressed through

Pakistan’s Poppy
Elimination Campaign
(PEC-2025). This
multi-agency effort,
led by the Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF)
and provincial admin-
istrations, successfully
destroyed thousands
of acres of illegal
poppy fields. Over 250
FIRs were registered,

dozens of arrests
were made, and
awareness campaigns
were launched across
educational institu-
tions. Importantly, in-
dependent surveys af-
ter March 2025 con-
firmed the effective-
ness of these eradica-
tion drives.

Pakistan’s deter-
mination to combat
narcotics often re-
mains under-reported
internationally, over-
shadowed by outdated
or selective portray-
als.

The fact remains:
Pakistan continues to
fight this menace not
only for its own stabil-
ity but also for global
security.

What is urgently
needed is greater rec-
ognition of these ef-
forts by the interna-
tional community and
enhanced cooperation
from agencies such as
the UNODC.

As South-West
Asia remains at the
heart of global narcot-
ics trade routes,
Pakistan’s role is both
frontline and decisive.
Balochistan, in par-
ticular, holds the poten-
tial to transform from
a vulnerable transit
zone into a hub of op-
portunity, stability, and
resilience. Just as
Lady Macbeth’s imag-
ined guilt could not be
washed away with
water, the global com-
munity cannot absolve
itself of responsibility
by ignoring Pakistan’s
sacrifices and
achievements in this
ongoing struggle. The
fight against narcotics
requires collective rec-
ognition, support, and
action — not selective
narratives.

Editorial:
For over eight decades,
Pakistan and Saudi
Arabia have enjoyed
close and cordial rela-
tions rooted in faith,
friendship, and mutual
cooperation. The recent
visit of Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif to the
Kingdom has further
strengthened these his-
toric ties, marking a new
chapter in the relation-
ship between the two
brotherly nations.

SMDA An Unprec-
edented Event

The signing of a
Strategic Mutual De-
fense Agreement be-
tween Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and
Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman
is unprecedented. For
the first  t ime, both
states have formally
pledged that an attack
on one will be consid-
ered an attack on both.

This landmark pact
is not only a testament
to their shared commit-
ment to peace and secu-
rity but also a reflection

of the growing geopo-
litical importance of Pa-
kistan in the wider
Middle East and South
Asia. Over the years,
Saudi Arabia has stood
firmly by Pakistan, ex-
tending support in criti-
cal times, whether finan-
cial, diplomatic, or stra-
tegic. At the same time,
Pakistan has success-
fully managed to main-
tain positive ties with
both Saudi Arabia and
Iran, balancing its role in
a region often marked by
divisions. This ability to
uphold cordial relations
with diverse regional
players demonstrates
Islamabad’s maturity in
diplomacy.

China, Turkey And
Saudi Arabia Fully Sup-
port Pakistan

Equally significant
is the fact that Pakistan
continues to receive
consistent and uncondi-
tional support from ma-
jor global actors such as
China, Turkey, and
Saudi Arabia. These re-
lationships enhance
Pakistan’s leverage on

the international stage
and help consolidate its
role as a bridge between
the Muslim world and
the global community.

The defense agree-
ment with Saudi Arabia
is, therefore, a matter of
immense pride for the Pa-
kistani nation. It not only
secures Pakistan’s stra-
tegic interests but also
strengthens the balance
of power in the region.
Such developments as-
sure the people of Paki-
stan that their country is
not isolated but deeply
engaged in shaping the
future of regional secu-
rity and cooperation.

This Is Indeed A
National Achievement

This historic step
deserves to be cel-
ebrated as a national
achievement.  It is a re-
flection of Pakistan’s
enduring diplomacy and
its ability to transform
long-standing friend-
ships into strategic part-
nerships that ensure sta-
bility, prosperity, and
peace for generations to
come.

BUITEMS Organizes Open Day to
Inspire Students Across Balochistan
Syed Dara

Shikoh Amir:
QUETTA: The
Balochistan University
of Information Tech-
nology,
Engineering and Man-

edge sharing. He
stated:

“BUITEMS is the
university of every stu-
dent in Balochistan.
Our classrooms, re-
search opportunities,
and resources are
open for all so that no
young learner in the
province remains de-
prived of quality edu-
cation.”

cial message,
BUITEMS Vice
Chancellor Prof. Dr.
Khalid Hafeez reaf-
firmed the university’s
mission of inclusive
education and knowl-

agement Sciences
(BUITEMS) opened
its doors to thousands
of college students
from across the prov-
ince by hosting a vi-
brant “Open Day”,
showcasing its modern
academic facilities, in-
novative programs,
and lively campus cul-
ture.

Delivering a spe-

The event at-
tracted an enthusiastic
response, with more
than 2,000 students
from 18+ colleges at-
tending. Visiting stu-
dents and their teach-

ers explored
BUITEMS’ faculties,
interacted directly with
professors, and par-
ticipated in detailed
career-guidance and
counseling sessions
designed to help them
choose the right aca-
demic path.Special
awareness stalls, de-
partmental exhibitions,
and program presenta-

tions provided stu-
dents with insights into
BUITEMS’ wide-
ranging degree pro-
grams, research pros-
pects, and campus
life. Many participants

praised the initiative,
calling it a valuable
opportunity to connect
with higher education
and future career op-
tions.

Prof. Dr. Khalid
Hafeez applauded the
organizing team for
successfully conduct-
ing the Open Day,
adding that such out-
reach efforts

strengthen the bridge
between the univer-
sity and youth across
Balochistan.

By holding this
large-scale Open Day,
BUITEMS has fur-

ther solidified its repu-
tation as a center of
excellence in higher
education,

innovation, and
student empowerment
in Balochistan, en-
couraging young
learners to strive for
academic success and
contribute to the
province’s develop-
ment.
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Trump issues vague
threat to Afghanistan over

Bagram air base

India warns US new H-1B visa fee may
disrupt IT firms, families

UK, Portugal to recognise Palestinian
state ahead of UN debate

China, Pakistan forge deeper ties in toy industry
BEIJING (INP): In
an effort to
strengthen economic
and trade cooperation,
Sardar Muhammad,
Consul of the Paki-
stani Consulate in
Guangzhou, visited
Chenghai, Shantou
and held meetings
with representatives
from the local toy in-
dustry.

This visit is
viewed as a direct fol-
low-up to a Chinese
delegation's tour of
Pakistan in August
and highlights the
deepening bilateral
engagement in the toy
sector.

During his visit,
the Consul toured
major toy enterprises,
including Guangdong
Hongteng Business
Exhibition Co., Ltd.,
and Shantou Haiyang
Toy Trading Co., Ltd.

He also met with
Huang Yixian, Presi-
dent of the Shantou
Chenghai Toy Asso-
ciation, to discuss
strengthening trade re-
lations and promoting
industrial collaboration,
Gwadar Pro reported
on Sunday.

The exchange
highlights the evolving
dynamics of the global
toy trade,

with China main-
taining its position as
the world's leading
manufacturer, while
Pakistan emerges as
both a growing market
and a traditional manu-
facturing hub striving
to revitalize its local in-
dustry.

"Pakistan offers
considerable opportu-
nities due to its youth-
ful demographic and
strategic location,"
Consul Muhammad

remarked during the
meetings, emphasiz-
ing the complemen-
tary strengths of the
toy industries in both
countries.

The Chinese
delegation's visit to
Pakistan in August
included meetings
with the All Pakistan
Toy Association and
the Federation of Pa-
kistan Chambers of
Commerce and In-
dustry.

The team con-
ducted extensive
market research in
Lahore, Karachi, and
Islamabad, identifying
distinct regional char-
acteristics and a
growing demand for
educational toys in
Pakistan.

According to the
Shantou Chenghai
Toy Association,
Lahore's market is ori-

ented toward mid- to
low-end products with
high price sensitivity,
while Islamabad offers
a broader product
range that appeals to
diverse consumer seg-
ments.

Demand for edu-
cational and smart toys
is steadily increasing,
with wholesale chan-
nels continuing to domi-
nate—information that
will help Chinese com-
panies tailor their mar-
ket strategies.

The two parties
have signed a memo-
randum of understand-
ing to strengthen trade
relations and cultural
exchanges.

Pakistani compa-
nies are expected to
participate in the up-
coming 24th Shantou
Chenghai International
Toy & Gift Fair in Oc-
tober.

NEW DELHI (INP):  A
dramatic new $100,000
annual fee on H-1B visa
applications in the
United States has
sparked alarm across
India’s technology sec-
tor and raised diplo-
matic tensions between
Washington and New
Delhi. The measure, an-
nounced and taking ef-
fect at midnight on Sat-
urday, marks President
Donald Trump’s most
aggressive overhaul of
the skilled worker visa
program to date.

India’s IT industry
body Nasscom, which
represents the
country’s $283 billion
technology and busi-
ness process
outsourcing sector,
warned on Saturday

that the abrupt rollout
could disrupt global op-
erations. The organiza-
tion said the one-day
deadline for implement-
ing the policy created
“considerable uncer-
tainty for businesses,
professionals, and stu-
dents across the world.”
Nasscom added that the
new fee could have ripple
effects on the US inno-
vation ecosystem and
global job markets, forc-
ing companies to adjust
operations to absorb the
steep costs. The White
House’s announcement
triggered an immediate
response from Microsoft,
JPMorgan, and Amazon,
which reportedly urged
employees holding H-1B
visas to remain in the
United States or avoid

international travel.
Internal memos re-

viewed by Reuters
show that firms feared
the sudden rollout
could disrupt project
continuity, particularly
for Indian nationals
who make up the bulk
of H-1B holders. India
raises concerns over
humanitarian impact
India’s Foreign Minis-
try warned that the
Trump administration’s
move would likely have
humanitarian conse-
quences, especially for
families of skilled pro-
fessionals working in
the United States.

“ G o v e r n m e n t
hopes that these dis-
ruptions can be ad-
dressed suitably by the
U.S. authorities,” minis-

try spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said. He
stressed that both India
and the US benefit from
skilled worker mobility,
which fuels innovation,
wealth creation, and eco-
nomic growth. Jaiswal
added that policymakers
in both nations would
assess the impact of the
decision in light of their
“mutual benefits, includ-
ing strong people-to-
people ties.” Back-
ground: India biggest
beneficiary of H-1B visas
India accounted for 71%
of all approved H-1B ap-
plications in 2024, making
it the largest beneficiary
of the US program. The
fee hike, therefore, is ex-
pected to hit Indian pro-
fessionals and compa-
nies hardest.

President, PM
reaffirm

commitment to
peace, justice

ISLAMABAD (INP):
President Asif Al i
Zardari and Prime Min-
ister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif have re-
affirmed Pakistan's un-
wavering commitment
to the noble principles
of peace and justice.

In their separate
messages on Interna-
tional Day of Peace they
urged the international
community to prioritize
dialogue, cooperation
and development over
confrontation.

In his message, the
President said Pakistan
is ready to play its posi-
tive role in establishing
a peaceful, just and sus-
tainable world.  He said
Pakistan's role in global
and regional peace and
stability is appreciated
by the world. The Prime
Minister, in his mes-
sage, said grave hu-
manitarian tragedies
cannot be overlooked
unfolding in Indian ille-
gally occupied Jammu
and Kashmir and the
occupied Palestinian
territories. He said last-
ing peace will remain an
elusive dream until the
people of these regions
are granted their right to
self-determination in
line with United Nations
Security Council resolu-
tions. Shehbaz Sharif
said Pakistan stands
ready to play its role and
urged the international
community to join
hands in the struggle
for peace, justice and
humanity.

'Queen of Melody' Noor
Jehan remembered on her 99th

birth anniversary

LONDON (INP):  Britain
and Portugal were on
Sunday expected to
recognise a Palestinian
state, ahead of a key
week at the UN's gather-
ing where a suite of na-
tions are set to do the
same to pressure Israel
over Gaza.

A growing number
of longtime Israeli allies
have shifted positions in
recent months as Israel
has intensified its Gaza
offensive, triggered by
Hamas's unprecedented
2023 attack. The be-
sieged Palestinian terri-
tory has suffered vast
destruction, death and
lack of food that have
resulted in a major hu-
manitarian crisis.

World leaders will
gather for a key debate
at the UN General As-
sembly in New York this
week where the so-called
two-state solution to the
Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict will be front and cen-
tre. Around 10 nations
are expected to

recognise a Palestinian
state in the coming
days, with UK media
outlets like the BBC, re-
porting that Prime Min-
ister Keir Starmer would
announce the policy
shift on Sunday -- over
fierce Israeli objection.
Starmer had said in July
that Britain would for-
mally recognise the
State of Palestine if Is-
rael did not take "sub-
stantive steps" towards
a ceasefire with Hamas
by the time the UN Gen-
eral  Assembly con-
vened.

The Labour leader
said at the time that the
move would make "a
contribution to a proper
peace process, at the
moment of maximum im-
pact for the two-state
solution". In response,
Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu ac-
cused him of rewarding
"monstrous terrorism"
and appeasing
"jihadist" ideology.

Lisbon had already

announced in July that it
intended to do so, citing
the "extremely worrying
evolution of the con-
flict" as well as the hu-
manitarian crisis and
Israel's repeated threats
to annex Palestinian land.

Since then, Israel
has bombarded Gaza, a
UN-backed hunger moni-
tor has declared a famine
in part of the territory and
the Israeli military has
said it will use "unprec-
edented force" to capture
Gaza City.France and
Canada are among the
other Western nations
planning to recognise a
Palestinian state at the
UN gathering in the com-
ing week.

Israel has vehe-
mently opposed the
moves and has report-
edly threatened to annex
the West Bank in re-
sponse. UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres
told on Friday that the
world "should not feel in-
timidated by the risk of
retaliation" from Israel.

WASHINGTON (INP):
US President Donald
Trump threatened Af-
ghanistan with unspeci-
fied punishment if the
Taliban-controlled coun-
try did not "give Bagram
Airbase back."

"If Afghanistan
doesn't give Bagram
Airbase back to those
that built it, the United
States of America, BAD
THINGS ARE GOING TO
HAPPEN!!!" the 79-year-
old leader wrote on his
Truth Social platform.

The vague threat
came just days after he
raised the idea of the
United States retaking
control of the base while
on a state visit to the
United Kingdom.
Bagram, the largest air
base in Afghanistan, was
a linchpin of the US-led
war effort against the
Taliban, whose govern-
ment Washington

toppled following the
September 11, 2001 at-
tacks on the United
States.  A massive,
sprawling facility, Am-
nesty International, Hu-
man Rights Watch and
others have repeatedly
raised allegations of
systematic human rights
abuses by US forces at
Bagram, especially per-
taining to detainees in
Washington's murky
"War on Terror."

Trump has often la-
mented the loss of ac-
cess to Bagram, noting
its proximity to China,
but Thursday was the
first time he has made
public that he was work-
ing on the matter. "We're
trying to get it back, by
the way, that could be a
little breaking news.
We're trying to get it
back because they need
things from us," Trump
said at a press confer-

ence with British Prime
Minister Keir Starmer.

US and NATO
troops chaotically pulled
out of Bagram in July
2021 as part of a Trump-
brokered peace deal, as
the resurgent Taliban
took over swaths of Af-
ghanistan before finally
taking control of the en-
tire country. Trump has
repeatedly criticized the
loss of the base since re-
turning to power, linking
it to his attacks on his
predecessor Joe Biden's
handling of the US pull-
out from Afghanistan.

Trump has also
complained about
China's growing influ-
ence in
Afghanistan.Later on
Saturday, the US presi-
dent was asked by report-
ers at the White House if
he was considering send-
ing US troops to retake
Bagram.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Mal ika-e-Tarannum
Noor Jehan (Allah Rakhi
Wasai) was remembered
on her 99th birth anniver-
sary by all electronic,
Radio and print media by
streaming her memo-
rable performances and
sharing rare archival
footage.

They shared heart-
felt tributes and praised
her as the “Queen of
Melody” and celebrated
her lasting impact on
Pakistan’s music and
culture.

Noor Jehan, born on
September 21, 1926, in
Kasur, Punjab, Pakistan,

captivated millions with
her unparalleled voice
and timeless melodies,
media channels re-
ported.

Her artistic journey
began in 1935 with the
film 'Pind Di Kuriyan',
marking the start of a
prolific career in the en-
tertainment industry.

Over the years, she
recorded over 10,000
songs in various lan-
guages, including urdu,
Punjabi and Sindhi, leav-
ing an indelible mark on
the music world.

Her contributions
were not limited to mu-
sic; she also acted in nu-

merous films, with no-
table performances in
Chan Wey, Dopatta,
Mirza Ghalib, Qaidi,
Baaji, and Khandaan.

During the 1965
Indo-Pak war,  Noor
Jehan' s patriotic songs
played a pivotal role in
boosting the morale of
the nation.

In recognition of her
exceptional services, the
Government of Pakistan
honored her with the
Presidential Pride of Per-
formance, Tamgha-e-
Imtiaz,  and Sitara-e-
Imtiaz. Even after her
passing on December 23,
2000, her legacy endures.

Indian police
attach civilian

property in
Jammu under

draconian UAPA
JAMMU (INP): In yet
another act of economic
repression, Indian po-
lice have attached prop-
erty worth millions un-
der the black law, Un-
lawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act (UAPA), in
Indian illegally occu-
pied Jammu and Kash-
mir.

According to
Kashmir Media Service,
a double-storied resi-
dential house built on a
1,501 sq. ft. plot at Tawi
Vihar, Sidra, Jammu, was
seized on Saturday. The
property,  valued at
nearly Rs 2 crore, be-
longs to Firdous Ahmad
Butt , son of Wali
Mohammad Butt, a resi-
dent of Hugam
Srigufwara in Islamabad
district .  The police
claimed that the action
was linked to an FIR
registered at Mattan
Police Station under
multiple draconian pro-
visions including the
Arms Act, Explosive
Substances Act, NDPS
Act and UAPA.

Observers say
such attachments are
part of India’s sustained
campaign to intimidate
the people of Jammu
and Kashmir by depriv-
ing them of their homes.

Pakistani
restaurant thrives
in Nanning during

China-ASEAN Expo
BEIJING  (INP): The
22nd China-ASEAN
Expo (CAEXPO), cur-
rently underway in
Nanning, Guangxi from
September 17 to 21, has
attracted over 3,200 en-
terprises from 60 coun-
tries and regions.

Among the many
success stories emerg-
ing from the interna-
tional event is that of a
local Pakistani restau-
rant that has experi-
enced a remarkable
surge in popularity
thanks to the influx of
global visitors, accord-
ing to a report carried
by Gwadar Pro.

Muhammad Umar
Javed, owner of Barakah
Pakistani Restaurant
and CEO of Guangxi
Bismilla Catering Co.,
Ltd., reported a signifi-
cant boost in business
during the expo, with a
sharp increase in orders
from Muslim visitors
and exhibitors from vari-
ous countries.

“During the Expo,
we received almost hun-
dred takeaway orders
per day for delivery to
the exhibition center—
even more than last
year,” said the owner.

“Each evening after
the Expo closed, our
restaurant was filled
with guests—including
exhibitors from Pakistan
and other countries—
who came to dine in, re-
lax and chat.”

Opened in 2021,
Barakah offers an
immersive cultural expe-
rience featuring tradi-
tional Pakistani music,
handicrafts and décor.

The walls are deco-
rated with paintings de-
picting iconic Pakistani
landscapes and cultural
scenes such as majestic
mosques, illustrations
of daily life and vibrant
streets of Pakistani cit-
ies.

Authentic handi-
crafts, including tradi-
tional bronze and onyx
ornaments and embroi-
dered textiles, comple-
ment the atmosphere.

KASHGAR-CHINA: President Asif Ali Zardari being seen off by CPC Party Secretary of Kashgar
and Vice Governor of Xinjiang Nie Zhuang at Kashgar Laining International Airport.

QUETTA: President Awami National Party Balochistan, Asghar Khan Achakzai addressing the ceremony
in remembrance of martyrs at Quetta Press Club (QPC).

QUETTA: Assistant Commissioner Shahan Yar Muhammad is providing
guidance to students regarding competitive exams at Quetta Press Club.
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Bilawal calls on int’l community to stop
atrocities of Israel and India

CM Punjab to
announce special

package for flood-hit
farmers: Secy

Agriculture
MULTAN (INP): Secretary Agri-
culture Punjab Iftikhar Ali Sahu on
Sunday said that Chief Minister
Punjab Maryam Nawaz Sharif
would soon unveil a special relief
package for farmers affected by
recent floods.

He announced this during his
visit to flood relief camps in
Jalalpur Pirwala, where he re-
viewed arrangements for live-
stock feed, silage, and veterinary
care.

Sahu met flood-hit farmers
and inquired about food, shelter,
and medical facilities, as well as
the availability of fodder and treat-
ment for their animals.

He said green fodder, straw,
silage, and feed supplements were
being provided, along with vacci-
nation and treatment for livestock.

Committees have been
formed to assess crop losses
through village-by-village sur-
veys, he added.

The secretary observed that
the district administration, agri-
culture department, and Live-
stock department were working in
close coordination to ensure
timely relief.

NDMA continuing
relief operations in

flood-hit areas
ISLAMABAD (INP):  On the spe-
cial directive of Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif, the
National Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA) is continuing
its relief operations in the flood-
affected areas.

As part of ongoing efforts,
NDMA has dispatched additional
relief supplies to help the flood
affected people in Punjab.

In coordination with the Pro-
vincial Disaster Management Au-
thority (PDMA) Punjab, the
NDMA has provided 1,000 tents
for flood-affected families in
Khanewal.

A consignment of 670 tents
was dispatched from Sukkur in 13
trucks, while 330 tents were sent
from NDMA's central warehouse
in Islamabad via 5 trucks to
Khanewal.

So far, the NDMA has pro-
vided 2,270 tons of relief goods
to Punjab, which include blankets,
tents, mosquito nets, water filtra-
tion plants, quilts, folding beds,
water cans, and 17 rescue boats.
In total, 36,000 tents have been
provided by NDMA to help flood
affected people across Punjab.

The authority is actively
monitoring all ongoing flood re-
lief activities being carried out by
the concerned institutions.

Pakistan to establish first-ever Buddhist Cultural,
Information Center at Lok Virsa

Kartarpur vibrates with
devotion as thousands mark
Guru Nanak's anniversary

FIA foils forged travel attempts
to Hong Kong, Romania

Talks with India impossible
unless Kashmir

issue is resolved: PM
LONDON (INP): Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif stated that while
Pakistan and India are neighbors
and must coexist, meaningful dia-
logue cannot take place unless
the Kashmir issue is resolved.

Speaking at an event orga-
nized by the Overseas Pakistanis
Foundation in London, he recalled
that the two countries have al-
ready fought four wars, costing
billions of dollars—funds that
should have been invested in the
progress and prosperity of their
people.

He emphasized that Pakistan
seeks talks with India on equal
footing, but ties between the two
nations cannot move forward
without addressing the Kashmir
dispute.

Shehbaz Sharif affirmed that
the sacrifices of the Kashmiri
people would not be allowed to
go in vain.

During the ceremony, he

praised the dedication and sacri-
fices of overseas Pakistanis, paid
tribute to them, and recited a few
verses.

On his visit to the UK, the
Prime Minister spent four days
in London, meeting with mem-
bers of the Pakistani community
and business leaders.

According to Federal Infor-
mation Minister Atta Tarar, his
address in London will be broad-
cast later today.

He added that the event was
well-attended, and in an impas-
sioned speech the Prime Minis-
ter discussed Operation Buny?n
Mars?s, the economy, and for-
eign relations.

The Prime Minister is sched-
uled to depart London for the
United States today to partici-
pate in the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly, where he will de-
liver an address and join a spe-
cial session on Gaza.

NAROWAL (INP):  The second
day of the 486th death anniver-
sary ceremonies of Baba Guru
Nanak was observed at the
Kartarpur Darbar Sahib in
Narowal.

Thousands of Sikh pilgrims
have gathered at Kartarpur, where
they are being served a variety of
traditional dishes at the Langar
Hall.

The celebrations are con-
tinuing with devotion and spiri-
tual fervour, marking one of the
most significant religious occa-
sions for the Sikh community.

Foolproof security arrange-
ments have been made at the
Darbar Sahib, while local families
are also arriving to participate in
the  commemorations.

Pilgrims from across Pakistan
and around the world have
reached Kartarpur to pay homage,
bow their heads, and perform re-

ligious  rituals at the sacred site.
Many yatris expressed sad-

ness over the absence of Indian
pilgrims, urging the Indian gov-
ernment to allow Sikh devotees
from India to  visit the Kartarpur
Darbar.

They praised Pakistan’s ef-
forts, saying the government
won the hearts of Sikhs world-
wide by restoring the shrine af-
ter recent floods.

The Sikh community had
long awaited the reopening of
Baba Guru Nanak’s Darbar after
flood damage, and the arrange-
ments for medical aid, security,
and Langar services by Pakistan
have been widely appreciated.
Meanwhile,

Sikh devotees in India are
using social media to appeal to
their government for permission
to attend the Kartarpur ceremo-
nies.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  The Fed-
eral Investigation Agency (FIA)
has foiled two separate attempts
to travel abroad using forged
documents, offloading five pas-
sengers bound for Hong Kong
from Islamabad Airport and arrest-
ing another man at Lahore Airport
who tried to fly to Romania.

According to an FIA spokes-
person, five passengers Bushra,
Amjad Ali, Al izeh Shaheen,
Muhammad Adnan, and Zeeshan
Ali Khan were intercepted at
Islamabad Airport while attempt-
ing to travel to Hong Kong on
Thailand visit visas.

Investigations revealed that
only Amjad Ali was the real son
of female passenger Bushra,
while the other three were falsely
presented as her children using
forged documents. The FIA dis-
covered that families of the pas-
sengers had paid Rs15 million
each to an agent who tampered
with NADRA records. The three
individuals were fraudulently
added to the family of one Ijaz Ali
and registered with an address in
Swabi. In reality, Alizeh Shaheen
belonged to Sargodha,
Muhammad Adnan to Attock, and
Zeeshan Ali to Khushab.

The FIA confirmed that the
scope of the investigation has
been extended to NADRA and
passport officials, while a Paki-
stan Airport Authority official
who facilitated the passengers is
also under interrogation. All sus-
pects have been transferred to
the Anti-Human Trafficking
Circle Islamabad for further legal
action.

In a separate incident at
Allama Iqbal International Air-
port Lahore, FIA immigration of-
ficials arrested Abdul Rashid,
who attempted to travel to Ro-
mania on a forged work visa via
flight number FZ-360.

During immigration clear-
ance, Rashid’s documents raised
suspicion. Upon verification, his
Romanian work visa was found
to be fake, though it carried the
original sticker of the Protector
of Emigrants on his passport.

Initial investigations re-
vealed that Rashid had acquired
the fake visa for Rs1.8 million
from two agents, identified as
Muhammad Munir and
Muhammad Zaman. The suspect
was handed over to the Anti-
Human Trafficking Circle Lahore
for further proceedings.

Talks underway to
resume flight operations

for Britain: Ch Salik
ISLAMABAD (INP):  The Fed-
eral Minister for Overseas Pa-
kistanis and Human Resource
Development has stated that
talks are

underway to resume flight
operations of Pakistan Interna-
tional Airlines (PIA) and other
private airlines.

Chaudhary Salik Hussain
said that Air Sial and Airblue
must be provided the opportu-
nity to start flight operations for
Birmingham and Manchester.

He said that during the ad-
dress of Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, the Pakistani community
showed exemplary enthusiasm.

Earlier, Pakistan Interna-
tional Airlines (PIA) announced
it would resume its flight opera-
tions to the United Kingdom
(UK) from October 2025.

The flight operations will
start from Lahore, Karachi, and
Islamabad. Virgin Atlantic Air-
lines suspended its flight opera-
tions from Pakistan in 2023.

Sources said that the Paki-
stan Civil Aviation Authority
(CAA) also granted permission
to British Airways to resume its
flight operations. British Air-
ways and Virgin Atlantic will
restart their flight operations to
Pakistan via Riyadh.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  Paki-
stan is set to establish its first-
ever Buddhist Cultural and In-
formation Center at Lok Virsa
in Islamabad, a landmark ini-
tiative aimed at promoting in-
terfaith harmony, religious
tourism, and cultural preserva-
tion.

The announcement was
made by Federal Minister for
National Heritage and Culture,
Aurangzeb Khan Khichi, who
said the project reflects

Pakistan’s commitment to
showcasing its pluralistic heri-
tage and welcoming interna-
tional visitors.

He explained that the cen-
ter will provide facilities such
as meditation spaces and cul-
tural resources, while serving

as a hub to highlight Pakistan’s
Buddhist history. “Just as Sikh
and other religious tourists visit
our country, we want to extend
the same welcome to the glo-
bal Buddhist community. Pa-
kistan is home to sacred sites
that deserve global recognition
and respect,” he said.

The initiative comes as part
of a broader cultural revival,
anchored in the National Cul-
ture Policy, which will be
launched soon following the
directives of Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif. “This policy is
a national mission to preserve
our identity, empower our art-
ists and writers, and project
Pakistan’s true image of
peace, creativity, and ancient
civilizations,” Khichi empha-

sized.
He said suggestions from

all provinces are being incor-
porated into the policy to en-
sure inclusivity. “We want to
tell the world that Pakistan is
not defined by conflict. From
Mehrgarh to Harappa,
Mohenjodaro to Taxila, our
culture spans thousands of
years,” he added.

The minister revealed that
Pakistan has submitted appli-
cations to UNESCO for the
inclusion of four new heritage
sites, as no site has been added
since 1998. He noted that Bud-
dhist landmarks, including the
Shah Allah Ditta Caves, are
being developed with upgraded
facilities to make them world-
class tourist attractions.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  Paki-
stan People’s Party (PPP)
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari called on the interna-
tional community to immedi-
ately stop the aggression and
atrocities of Israel and India.

In his message in connec-
tion with International Day of
Peace, PPP Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto said the unrestrained
aggression of India and Israel
continued to be a constant
threat to regional and world
peace.

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
said peace is not just the ab-
sence of conflicts but the pres-
ence of justice, equality and
mutual respect between na-
tions.

Peace is the foundation of
prosperity, without which de-
mocracy weakens, justice di-
minishes and the human spirit
is wounded, Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari said.

Today, we also pay tribute
to the founding fathers of our
country and the martyred lead-

ership of the party, Bilawal
Bhutto added.

He said our elders
dreamed of a homeland based
on dignity, justice and peace
and made sacrifices for it.

The Peoples Party has al-
ways respected the people's
leader Shaheed Bhutto and
Shaheed Benazir Bhutto's vi-
sion has advocated for peace
at the national and global lev-
els, Bilawal Bhutto said.

He said extremism, pov-
erty and inequality are serious
threats to peace and stability.

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
said real peace cannot be es-
tablished through silence or
coercion.

Social justice, empower-
ment of the marginalized and
protection of basic human
rights are essential for peace,
Bilawal Bhutto said.

He said a peaceful Paki-
stan is not only the desire of
our people but also a sacred
trust for future generations.

Chairman PPP said the

burden of shame of the atroci-
ties of the occupying forces of
Israel and India will always be
borne by the conscience of
humanity.

Humanity will always be
ashamed of the atrocities of
the Israeli forces in Gaza and
the brutality of the Indian army
in occupied Kashmir, said
Bilawal Bhutto.

These tragedies are not
just regional issues but wounds
on the conscience of human-
ity, which demand immediate
action and firm determination
from the world, Bilawal Bhutto
said. The PPP will continue its
struggle for a peaceful, demo-
cratic and progressive Paki-
stan, he added.

The PPP is actively work-
ing to create a Pakistan that is
fully based on the vision of
Quaid-e-Azam, Bilawal Bhutto
said.

And a Pakistan that plays
an effective role for peace,
stability and cooperation in the
world. Bilawal Bhutto.

Punjab fines over 10,000
profiteers in 24 hours

LAHORE (INP):  On the di-
rectives of Punjab Chief Min-
ister Maryam Nawaz, exten-
sive action is underway against
profiteers across the province.

According to the Price
Control spokesperson, inspec-
tions were carried out at more
than 496,000 locations across
Punjab in last 24 hours. As a
result, 10,955 violators were
fined a total of Rs. 1.966 mil-
lion, 13 cases were registered,
and 152 individuals were ar-
rested.

Providing details, the
spokesperson stated that in-
spections at 39,762 points for
flour pricing led to fines against
1,058 profiteers and the arrest
of 16 individuals. Similarly,
21,718 chicken shops were
checked, resulting in 733 fines,
three FIRs, and 26 arrests.

Moreover, inspections at
14,995 hotels and tandoors led
to penalties against 575 profi-
teers, with four FIRs regis-

tered and 24 arrests made.
Additionally, 16,117 sites were
checked for sugar pricing,
where 558 violators were fined
and 17 arrested.The Price
Control Department reaf-
firmed that a strict zero-toler-
ance policy is being enforced
against profiteering and price
manipulation across Punjab.

Earlier, Punjab Chief Min-
ister (CM) Maryam Nawaz di-
rected that the price of roti be
revised following the newly
reduced flour rates. Chairing
a high-level meeting on com-
modity prices, the Punjab CM
ordered the Price Control De-
partment to take immediate
steps to revise roti rates.

Decline in flour prices
must directly benefit the pub-
lic through a corresponding
reduction in roti prices, she
added. Maryam Nawaz also
directed for strict monitoring of
the prices of chicken, veg-
etables, and lentils.

Gujranwala girls
sweep top positions
in Lahore’s Azadi

Cycle Race
LAHORE (INP):  Lahore wit-
nessed a thrilling competition on
Sunday as the Azadi Cycle Race
concluded with a stunning vic-
tory for Gujranwala’s girls, who
claimed all three top positions in
the contest.

In the high-energy race,
Ummah Hani Adnan of
Gujranwala secured the first po-
sition, while Mintha Rabaab
clinched second place and Maira
Nadeem bagged the third posi-
tion, making it a complete sweep
for the city’s cyclists. More than
50 cyclists from across Punjab
participated in the event, adding
to the excitement and spirit of
competit ion. The race was
organised as part of the Azadi cel-
ebrations and showcased the
growing interest of young women
in cycling.  Speaking after her win,
Ummah Hani Adnan expressed
her joy, saying, “Such competi-
tive events are very rare, and win-
ning here feels amazing.” Another
participant, Asma Usman, lauded
the participation of girls from vari-
ous cities of Punjab.

SUI: Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti reviewing books at the library in Sui.

QUETTA: Additional IGP Agha Muhammad Yousuf is briefing IG Police Balochistan Muhammad
Tahir on the occasion of his visit to BC Headquarters Badar Line.

QUETTA: Jamaat-i-Islami Balochistan MPA Maulana Hidayatur Rehman visiting a
book stall of Tehreek e Mehnat after inaugurated Hafta Bayaad.

LONDON: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif addresses Overseas Pakistanis.


