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Field Marshal Asim Munir Reviews
Flood Relief in Punjab, Pledges

Support to Sikh Community

Pakistan Expands Powers of
National Cyber Crime

Investigation Agency Under
Anti-Money Laundering Act

Quetta MNA Adil Bazai
Resigns from Three NA
Standing Committees

on Imran Khan’s Directives

Balochistan Government
 Enforces Section 144

Across Province
Muhammad Ilyas:

R AWA L P I N D I :
Field Marshal Syed
Asim Munir, NI (M),
HJ, Chief of Army
Staff, visited flood af-
fected areas of Punjab
including Sialkot Sec-
tor, Shakargarh,
Narowal and
Kartarpur, the
military’s media wing
said.

The visit was
aimed to review the
flood situation and the
ongoing rescue and
relief efforts, the Inter-
Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR) said.

COAS was given
a comprehensive brief
on the prevailing situ-
ation and the prepara-
tions for the next spell
of rains. COAS ap-
preciated the troops
and the civil adminis-
tration for their coor-
dinated and untiring
efforts in rescuing and
providing relief to the
masses in affected ar-
eas.

COAS also inter-
acted with the af-
fected Sikh commu-
nity of the area and
assured the commu-
nity that all religious
sites affected during
floods, including
Durbar Sahib

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: The
Balochistan govern-
ment has imposed Sec-
tion 144 across the
province for a period
of 15 days, according
to an official notifica-
tion.

Under the restric-
tions, public display of
weapons, pillion riding,
and gatherings of five
or more people have
been strictly prohib-
ited.

Political rallies,
protests, and proces-
sions also fall under
the ban.

The notification
further stated that cov-
ering the face, wear-
ing masks, and driving
vehicles with tinted
windows will not be

Quetta MNA Adil Bazai Resigns from
Three NA Standing Committees

on Imran Khan’s Directives

Kartarpur, will be com-
pletely revived to their
original condition at
priority. He reiterated
that it is the responsi-
bility of the state and
its institutions to pro-
tect the minorities and
their religious sites and
the state of Pakistan
will leave no stone
unturned to uphold its
responsibility towards
the minorities.

The Sikh Commu-
nity welcomed the ar-
rival of COAS with
warmth at the flood
affected areas of

Sialkot Sector.
The Sikh Commu-

nity thanked the Army
Chief for the services
being extended by the
civil administration and
the Army during the
calamity.

COAS also un-
dertook the aerial
flyover of Durbar
Sahib Kartarpur.

During interaction
with representatives of
civil administration,
COAS appreciated
the proactive response
which helped minimise
the loss of lives and

property.
While interacting

with troops, the
COAS commended
their high morale, op-
erational readiness,
and commitment for
serving the nation. He
appreciated their ser-
vices for the people
during rescue and re-
lief operations under
challenging circum-
stances.

Upon his arrival,
Field Marshal Syed
Asim Munir was re-
ceived by Corps Com-
mander Gujranwala.

allowed during this pe-
riod. Authorities have

warned that anyone
found violating the or-

ders will face strict le-
gal action.

Staff Reporter:
QUETTA: Member

of the National As-
sembly (MNA) Adil
Khan Bazai from
Quetta has resigned
from three standing
committees of the
National Assembly.

The development
came on Friday fol-
lowing directives
from former prime
minister and Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) founder,
Imran Khan.

Speaking to reporters,
Bazai confirmed
that his decision was

Pakistan Expands Powers of National
Cyber Crime Investigation Agency
Under Anti-Money Laundering Act
News Desk:

QUETTA: The Minis-
try of Interior has ex-
panded the mandate of
the National Cyber
Crime Investigation
Agency (NCCIA),
bringing a wide range
of online crimes under
the scope of the Anti-
Money Laundering Act.

According to the
notification, the NCCIA
will now investigate
cases involving child
pornography, online
grooming, identity
theft, electronic fraud,
cyber terrorism, and
the illegal issuance of
SIM cards. The agency
has also been empow-
ered to take action
against the spread of
false or misleading in-
formation on social
media, especially when

such content is used to
generate financial gain.

Officials said that
under the amended
law, earnings generated
through misinforma-
tion or fraudulent online
activities will be probed
as money laundering.
This move aims to
curb the misuse of digi-

tal platforms and ensure
accountability in finan-
cial transactions linked
to cyberspace.

The Interior Minis-
try further stated that
the NCCIA will play a
vital role in protecting
children from online ex-
ploitation and in coun-
tering human traffick-

ing, smuggling, and
kidnapping facilitated
through digital net-
works.

The government
clarified that these
changes are intended to
strengthen cybercrime
prevention and enhance
the country’s legal
framework for digital
security.

It may be recalled
that in April 2025, the
federal cabinet ap-
proved the establish-
ment of the NCCIA un-
der the Prevention of
Electronic Crimes Act
(PECA) 2016. Veteran
cybercrime investiga-
tor Waqaruddin Syed
was appointed as its
first Director General.
He previously headed
the FIA’s Cyber Crime
Wing.

Mohsin Naqvi, U.S. Envoy discuss enhanced cooperation in
security & investment sectors

NEWS DESK :  Federal Minister for In-
terior Mohsin Naqvi held a follow-up meeting
on Friday with the United States Chargé
d’Affaires Natalie Baker, during which both
sides reaffirmed their commitment to strength-
ening bilateral ties and advancing cooperation
across multiple sectors.

The meeting covered a wide range of is-
sues, including Pakistan–U.S. relations, mutual
security concerns, and matters about Pakistanis
wanted in the United States. Both parties agreed
to expand collaboration in border security,
counter-narcotics operations, coast guard ca-
pabilities, and forensic sciences, aiming to build
more robust institutional linkages between the
two countries.

Chargé d’Affaires Baker expressed her
condolences over the tragic loss of lives and
property caused by the recent floods in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Punjab, extending the sym-
pathies of the American people to those af-
fected.

During the talks, Minister Naqvi welcomed
U.S. President Donald Trump’s recent remarks
on working jointly with Pakistan to increase

oil reserves, describing the statement as a “posi-
tive and encouraging development.

” He emphasized that Pakistan offers sig-
nificant opportunities for American investors,
particularly in the energy sector, and assured
that the government would provide every pos-
sible facilitation to U.S. businesses seeking to
invest in Pakistan.

“American investors can greatly benefit
from investment prospects in oil and other key
sectors.  The Government of Pakistan is com-
mitted to ensuring that they are fully supported,”
Naqvi stated.

Chargé d’Affaires Baker reaffirmed that
the United States attaches “special impor-
tance” to its relationship with Pakistan and ex-
pressed Washington’s willingness to deepen
cooperation in both economic and security
domains.

The meeting was also attended by Fed-
eral Interior Secretary Muhammad Khurram
Agha and Additional Interior Secretary Major
General Noor Wali Khan, underscoring the sig-
nificance of the dialogue for future collabora-
tion.

made in line with
party instructions.
He said that as a
loyal member of
PTI, he could not ig-
nore the guidance of
the former prime

minister, who contin-
ues to influence the
party’s parliamen-
tary affairs from be-
hind bars.

Bazai emphasized that
his resignation

should not be seen as
a personal choice
but as a political ob-
ligation, underscor-
ing his commitment
to the party’s collec-
tive strategy. The
move reflects grow-
ing pressure within
PTI ranks as law-
makers adjust to
evolving political dy-
namics in the coun-
try.

Bazai was elected
MNA from NA-262
Quetta and has been
an active political
figure in
Balochistan.

CTD arrests three ‘most-wanted’ SRA
terrorists in Sindh’s Jamshoro

NEWS DESK:  The
Counter Terrorism De-
partment (CTD)
Hyderabad has arrested
three “most-wanted” ter-
rorists affiliated with the
banned Sindhu Desh
Revolutionary Army
(SRA) in Jamshoro dis-
trict during an intelli-
gence-based operation,
a statement from CTD
said on Friday.

In 2020, the interior
ministry banned the
SRA, Jeay Sindh Qaumi
Mahaz-Aresar Group
(JSQM-A), and Sindhu
Desh Liberation Army

(SLA) under the Anti-
Terrorism Act. “CTD
Hyderabad established
a network to eliminate
these terrorists through
which information about

them was obtained,” the
statement said, adding
that they were planning
to carry out bomb blasts
and targeted killings in
Hyderabad city.

“The terrorists of
the banned SRA were
wanted in the cases re-
lated to firing on cargo
trawlers going to Punjab,
especially in the areas of
district Sujawal.”

The statement de-
tailed that the terrorists
were found to possess a
hand grenade, explosive
material, detonator, ball
bearings, nut bolts, re-
mote control, battery,
and prohibited weap-
ons, including an 8MM
rifle and bullets, which
were confiscated follow-
ing the operation.
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Energy shortage in Balochistan

The million cusec problem

Feed them words

Climate disaster lessons

Poverty is not a static

or fixed phenomenon.It
is a multi-dimensional
idea that encompasses
quality in almost every
sphere of life, ranging
from calorie intake, life
expectancy, living stan-
dards, literacy, and ac-
cess to modern energy
services.

 This type of pov-
erty is always expressed
from an income perspec-
tive. Sticking with the
non-income dimensions
of poverty, such as
health, education and
living standards, are as
important as employ-
ment.

The two energy in-
dicators of non-income
dimensions, including
electricity (no access to
electricity) and cooking
fuels (wood, dung and

charcoal), consti tute
poverty.

Goal no. 7 of SDGs
contains universal ac-
cess to modern energy
services, increasing en-
ergy efficiency, and in-
creasing renewable en-
ergy share.

As we know, energy
plays a vital role in the
development process of
a country, but incase of
Pakistan, energy pov-
erty is the largest single
drain on Pakistan`s
economy.

When we talk about
Balochistan, it is the di-
rect and major victim of
energy crisis, and has
slowed down the growth
of the province.
Balochistan is the largest
province of
Pakistan,having an area
of 347,190 km square and
a population of

12,344,408 people. The
major portion of the
population live in rural
areas,  constituting
72.45%.

Only 36 Percent of
Balochistan has access
to energy:

Balochistan is fac-
ing an acute energy
shortage that has
stopped the develop-
ment not only in the eco-
nomic and agriculture
sector, but also in every
walk of life. According to
a document submitted to
the National Assembly
of Pakistan, only 36% of
Balochistan is electri-
fied, while the remaining
64% of Balochistan still
doesn’t have access to
energy. Due to the scat-
tered population living
in rural areas, it is impos-
sible to electrify them. In
2018, the total demand of

Ajmal
khan:

A MASSIVE flood

peak of one mill ion
cusecs of water entered
Pakistan via the Khanki
headworks on the
Chenab river at the time
this piece was being writ-
ten.

Coupled with two
other flood peaks in the
Ravi and Sutlej rivers,
both totalling half a mil-
lion cusecs each, this
peak now represents a
rare meteorological
event the likes of which
we have seen only a few
times in our history.

I counted up all the
times the Indus river
system — the main stem

as well as the five east-
ern rivers — has seen a
1m cusec flood peak in
recorded history. I found
nine other instances
since 1959 when the
Indus river system saw
a flood peak of around
1m cusecs or larger.
Three of those instances
were in the summer of
1959, when rains ravaged
Jammu for months on
end and the water
coursed through the
western rivers with re-
lentless ferocity.

Over the next couple
of days, this flood peak
will converge at Punjnad
in southern Punjab, from
where it will then enter

the main stem of the
Indus river.

This is the critical
moment to watch out for.
In 2022, Punjnad
flooded under a flood
peak of 200,000 cusecs,
which was well below its
stated capacity but nev-
ertheless caused at
least one embankment
to collapse. Before that,
in 2014, another flood
peak of 415,000 cusecs
caused an even larger
flood. Now we wait to
see what will happen
when three flood peaks
in three rivers totalling
1.5m cusecs converge
on the same point.

After Punjnad, the

waters will pass through
the Guddu and then
Sukkur barrages. Both
of these structures are
designed to handle 1.2m
and 1.5m cusecs at a
maximum, although
given their age it would
be a good idea if this limit
were not to be tested.

The last time they
saw a flood peak of such
magnitude was in 2010,
when just over 1.1m
cusecs passed through
them. Those were cata-
strophic floods,  the
worst Pakistan had prob-
ably ever seen.

By Khurram
Husain:

FOR aeons, famine

has been a feared word.
Until, that is, the Israelis
made famine a state
policy,  yet another
weapon to be used
against defenceless Pal-
estinians. Few know that
Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu’s
paternal grandfather was
a rabbi and that his fa-
ther, on immigrating to
the then Mandated Pal-

estine, changed the fam-
ily name from
Mileikowsky to
Netanyahu (‘God has
given’).

Or that Benjamin
Netanyahu served as
Israel’s ambassador to
the United Nations
(1984-88). During those
years, the far-sighted
Netanyahu became a
friend of Fred Trump —
President Donald
Trump’s father.  As

Agatha Christie said:
“Old sins have long
shadows.”

The Abrahamic
holy books are replete
with accounts of large-
scale migrations to es-
cape famines, starting
with the migration of
Abraham to Egypt and
later his son Isaac to the
land of the Philistines.
Jesus Christ prophesied
that in time “nation shall
rise against nation, and

kingdom against king-
dom: and there shall be
famines”. And the Holy
Quran warns of “hunger,
loss of wealth, lives and
fruits”.

Over history, fam-
ines have been seen vari-
ously as divine punish-
ment, or as natural disas-
ters, or manmade afflic-
tions.

By F.S.
Aijazuddin:

THE timing of Prime

Minister Shehbaz
Sharif’s lament that Pa-
kistan has not drawn any
lessons from previous
climate-triggered disas-
ters coincides with the
launch of the 11th Na-
tional Finance Commis-
sion on the distribution
of resources between
the federal and provin-
cial governments.

Both exercises will
need to converge on the
local sources of
Pakistan’s climate vul-
nerability and financing.
The seesawing between
the federation and prov-
inces over the distribu-
tion of finances has cast
a dark shadow over na-
tional climate and eco-
nomic vulnerabilities.
With the cost of recon-
struction, development,
debt and defence in-
creasing, the resource
trickle is dwindling fur-
ther. Are there any les-

sons in the NFC awards
to help respond to the
PM’s lament?

Climate vulnerabil-
ity at the district level
has three basic drivers:

Population growth:
In what constitutes Pa-
kistan today, the popu-
lation has exploded from
33.7 million in 1951 to
242.7m in 2025, and is
projected to reach 380-
403m by 2050, making it
the world’s third most
populous nation. This
demographic explosion,
coupled with economic
stagnation and declining
per capita income, cre-
ates escalating climate
vulnerability.

Currently,  108m
people, or 42.3 per cent
of the population, ac-
cording to a recent
World Bank study, live
below the poverty line
with limited adaptive ca-
pacity.

Under business-as-
usual scenarios, 190-

200m people could be in
poverty by 2050 —
nearly half the projected
population. In brief, ev-
ery other child born in
Pakistan will now be
born to families below
the poverty line — leav-
ing them unable to af-
ford climate adaptation
and disaster recovery.
This vast population
spread in the high-risk
areas of 169 districts
with about 1,200 tehsils
represents Pakistan’s
most critical vulnerabil-
ity driver.

Are there any les-
sons in the NFC awards
to help respond to the
PM’s lament?

Disproportionate
exposure: The second
key driver is the dispro-
portionate concentra-
tion of the poor in high-
risk areas. Data shows
that in recent years, 18-
26 districts have faced
droughts in Balochistan
and Sindh, 18 faced gla-

cial lake outburst floods
in Gilgit-Baltistan and
KP, six faced tropical
storms in Sindh and
Balochistan and 84 dis-
tricts were hit by floods
across the provinces,
not to mention urban
flooding, forest fires,
landslides and cloud-
bursts. Each district is
exposed to two or more
types of climate disas-
ters.

The vulnerable
populations are clus-
tered in regions that are
most susceptible to cli-
mate shocks, including
low-lying floodplains,
marginalised farmland
and unauthorised settle-
ments on riverbeds and
urban peripheries. This
geographical alignment
guarantees that in the
event of a climate disas-
ter, the poor are hit first
and the hardest.

By Mohammad Younus Dagha:

Karachi: inequitable
NFC impact

BORN in the name of devolution,

propagated as people’s rights, and cel-
ebrated as a victory for the deprived,
the seventh National Finance Com-
mission award has been nothing of
the sort.

Its birth in 2010 coincided with
the passage of the 18th Constitutional
Amendment, which also created am-
biguity about the role of the local gov-
ernments (LGs), paving the way for
the recentralisation of powers by the
provincial governments.

Rather than bringing governance
closer to the people, the seventh NFC
award and the 18th Ame-ndment took
away whatever devolution of
resou-rces and powers existed with
the LGs at that time.

In 1999, when the federal govern-
ment abolished the octroi and zila tax
(OZT) collection by the LGs, it intro-
duced a 2.5 per cent increase in the
GST on goods. A transparent mecha-
nism for direct transfers to the LGs
was introduced to compensate for
their revenue losses. Later, the Distri-
bution of Revenues & Grants-in-aid
Order of 2006 fixed these direct trans-
fers at one-sixth of GST collections.

Had that system continued,
Karachi would have received Rs190
billion in 2024-25 as a direct transfer
from GST alone (as compensation for
the OZT). Other district governments
in Sindh, such as those in Ghotki,
Hyderabad and Thatta, would also
have received direct transfers of
Rs4,456 million, Rs4,486m and
Rs3,618m respectively.

This right of the LGs was usurped
through the seventh NFC and merged
into the federal divisible pool. The
provinces were allowed to use the
LGs’ share as they pleased. Karachi,
being the largest collector of OZT, was
the worst affected, receiving meagre
amounts totalling less than Rs200bn
from 2010-11 to 2024-25, against its
due share of Rs1,236.7bn. Karachi
suffered a colossal loss of more than
Rs1,000bn, or one trillion rupees, af-
ter the seventh NFC under the OZT
head alone.

The seventh NFC award and 18th
Amendment took away whatever
devolution of resources and powers
existed with the LGs.

‘Democracy’, ‘devolution of
power’ under the 18th Amendment
and ‘equitable distribution of re-
sources’ under the seventh NFC were
meant only for those with political
power in the provinces. After becom-
ing mega-rich under the seventh NFC,
the provinces were not bound to give
equitable shares to the cities or dis-
tricts.

Sindh spent 3,871bn in develop-
ment funds from 2010-11 to 2024-25.
Comprising 37pc of Sindh’s popula-
tion, Karachi was entit led to
Rs1,416.6bn, but received only
Rs472bn (a deficit of Rs944.6bn). The
federal government’s PSDP from 2010-
11 to 2024-25 amounted to Rs8,967bn.

Constituting 8.4pc of the
country’s population, Karachi should
have received Rs756.8bn. However, it
received only Rs340bn (a deficit of
Rs416.2bn). The total development
deficit was Rs1,360.9bn (almost one
and a half trillion rupees) from 2010-
11 to 2024-25.

Due to such flaws in the 18th
Amendment, the Provincial Finance
Commission (PFC) has been dead

since 2009. The subjects of LGs have
been taken back by the provincial
government, including water, sewer-
age, solid waste management, master
plan, building control, development
agencies, transport/ mass transit, land
control, education, health, etc. Social
indicators, including education and
health, have nosedived since then.

The Infrastructure Development
Cess has been collected since 1994
on goods at Karachi’s ports for the
development and maintenance of the
infrastructure that the carriers use
when they enter Karachi via national
highways. Rather than creating a fund
for Karachi’s infrastructure, all the
collection under the IDC is merged il-
legally into the provincial account.
Last year, it was Rs170bn. The total
IDC collection, since the cess’s incep-
tion,  is estimated to be around
Rs1,000bn or Rs1tr.

All these amounts, ie, direct
transfers from GST taken away by the
seventh NFC, deficit in development
funds and misappropriation of IDC
come to Rs3,360bn or over Rs3tr. It is
about three times the amount of the
infrastructure funding gap identified
by the World Bank: “Karachi requires
an estimated $9-10bn [around Rs
1,050bn in 2017] to bridge its service
delivery and infrastructure gaps. With-
out this, the city’s livability and com-
petitiveness will continue to deterio-
rate, limiting its ability to drive
Pakistan’s growth” (Transforming
Karachi into a Liveable and Competi-
tive Megacity, 2017, World Bank).

All these years, we believed that:
“All issues of Karachi, including wa-
ter supply, drainage, sewage, public
transport and solid waste disposal,
will be addressed at once” as the then
prime minister Imran Khan said, when
announcing Rs1,100bn for the Karachi
Transformation Plan in September
2020.

In a similar vein, Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif declared in April 2022
that he had “asked the relevant au-
thorities to fully complete the K-IV
project by 2024. We cannot compro-
mise on water supply projects”. A year
later, Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari said in
June 2023, “I will take a personal in-
terest in the development of the city.”
Earlier, in April 2019, MQM’s Khalid
Maqbool Siddiqui had said: “We are
taking this case to the public … We
have had enough.”

If Karachi gets just one year of
its due share in provincial ADP
(Rs372.7bn), federal PSDP (Rs84.4bn),
IDC (Rs200bn) and a share in GST
against OZT based on the 2006 for-
mula (Rs222.7bn), the total would come
to Rs879.8bn this year. It would mean
complete funding for the K-IV water
project (Rs73bn), the Karachi Circular
Railway (Rs300bn), the two unfunded
Blue and Brown BRTs (Rs180bn), sew-
age treatment plants at all discharge
points (Rs270bn), and the complete
rehabilitation of all Karachi roads.

If provided and spent honestly
every year, these funds can bring
Karachi closer to being a livable city
in a few years, and Pakistan can re-
gain its growth potential, which has
been lost since the seventh NFC.

The nation expects the partici-
pants of the 11th NFC to work sin-
cerely to: (i) undo the injustice of the
seventh NFC and restore the one-sixth
GST share as direct transfers to LGs
based on the 2006 formula.

Town and
country

“The antagonism be-
tween town and country
begins with the transi-
tion from barbarism to
civilisation, from tribe to
State, from locality to
nation, and runs through
the whole history of
civilisation to the
present day.”

— Karl Marx
HAVING ripped

through Gilgit-Baltistan,
Kashmir and KP, the now
annual wave of mon-
soon-triggered flash
floods is wreaking havoc
in Punjab, laying bare the
disrepair of the rural
countryside. Beyond to-
kenisms, neither Paki-
stani officialdom nor the
commentariat has taken
notice.

The contemporary
rural-urban divide is cer-
tainly not the same as it
was some decades ago.
Pakistan is the most
urbanised country in
South Asia; around half
of its population lives in
towns and cities, or vil-
lages that resemble ur-
ban settlements. Cru-
cially, however, the rate
of urbanisation reflects
the fact that many work-
ing people are forced to
migrate to urban envi-
ronments because of a
deep agrarian crisis.

Indeed, an entire
analytical category —
that of climate migrants
— is now in currency to
capture the experience of
those who are forced to
leave their homes and
livelihoods due to envi-
ronmental change. The
vast majority migrate
from rural to urban areas.
We still have no data on
how many of the almost
40 million displaced by
the 2022 floods have
moved permanently
away from their rural
abodes. In any case, ru-
ral Sindhis have been
migrating in historic
numbers to Karachi and
other urban centres in
Sindh since the floods of
2010 and 2011.

The floods must be
seen in the context of an
already dire situation.

More generally,
pastoralists, small and
landless farmers as well
as workers in non-agri-
cultural occupations are
unable to meet their live-
lihood needs in the face
of ever greater concen-
tration of land.

By Aasim
Sajjad Akhtar:

Abodes of
peace

THOSE who have a
comfortable house are
very lucky. A decent,
safe and comfortable
house is a fundamental
human aspiration. It
does not need to be a
grand bungalow or a
multi-room apartment; it
can be a simple, airy
abode with plenty of
sunlight where the fam-
ily can live peacefully. It
should also be secured
from natural calamities.
In Pakistan, countless
families suffer when
natural calamities strike.
During the monsoons,
many houses are inun-
dated, roofs collapse,
people are injured, elec-
trocuted or killed. There-
fore, it is necessary that
one should ensure that
their home can with-
stand the forces of na-
ture.

The concept of a
house is a consistent
theme in the Holy Quran.
Allah calls believers to-
wards the House of
Peace (Darus Salam),
(10:25). A happy home is
a blessing from Allah and
provides shelter, safety,
security and comfort. A
happy home is a subjec-
tive term but generally
refers to an environment
filled with positive en-
ergy and comfort.

How can a house be
transformed into a
happy abode or a source
of blessing? It can be
transformed by being
‘energised’ through
regular spiritual prac-
tices like prayers, Quran
recitation and acts of
kindness within the pre-
mises. Every family tries
to maintain their home
through cleaning and
dusting.

Balochistan was 1650
MW, but supply was
limited to 600 MW, and
in 2019 the demand has
been raisedto 2500 MW.

Energy Projects in
CPEC:

Energy is the promi-
nent component of China
Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor (CPEC). Almost
70% of the CPEC
projects were related to
the energy sector,which
comprises thermal,
hydral, coal and wind.
U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,
Balochistan is being left
out of these projects.
Out of 13 mega projects
related to energy, six
projects are being lo-
cated in Punjab, six in
Sindh and one in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Balochistan’s Climate Fund – A
Lifeline Against Growing Disasters

ties, and deepens pov-
erty.

Stop Deforestation
The Climate Fund, if

implemented transpar-
ently and effectively,
has the potential to be-
come a lifeline for mil-
lions.

 It can provide the
financial base for disas-
ter preparedness, early
warning systems, refor-
estation, water manage-
ment, and community
resil ience projects.
Equally important, it can
build trust between the
government and people
by showing that saved
resources — like the Rs.
14 billion curtailed from
non-developmental ex-
penditures — are being
invested in protecting
lives and livelihoods.
The Battle Cannot Be

Fought Alone
However, climate

change is not a battle
that Balochistan can
fight alone. Partnerships
with international allies,
such as the United King-
dom, are essential in
bringing technical exper-
tise, innovative solu-
tions, and funding sup-
port. Training local insti-
tutions, particularly in
areas like disaster man-

agement and environ-
mental governance,
should be a top priority.

The provincial
government’s commit-
ment to reforms in gov-
ernance, education, and
healthcare is commend-
able, but the climate
emergency must remain
at the center of its devel-
opment agenda. Without
climate resilience, all
other reforms risk being
washed away by the next
flood or crippled by the
next drought.

Balochistan has
shown leadership by
creating this Climate
Fund.

The next step is to
ensure that it does not
become another
underutilized policy ini-
tiative. Effective monitor-
ing, independent over-
sight, and community in-
volvement will be key to
making it a success.

In the face of global
warming, every delay
carries a cost in human
lives and economic sta-
bility. The Chief Minister
must now take all pos-
sible steps to translate
the promise of the Cli-
mate Fund into tangible
protections for the
people of Balochistan.

Counselling needs

By Ali Tauqeer
Sheikh:

A MOTHER and her

son came to see me last
week to discuss the
latter’s future plans.

I asked the young
man what he wanted to
do with his life, what his
likes, dislikes and pas-
sions were. Before the
young man could an-
swer, his mother said
that they just wanted a
good education for the
son. I asked what ‘good
education’ meant to
them. The mother said
an education that gives
the young man a good
job. It was not the time
to get into a discussion
on what ‘good educa-
tion’ could mean, other
than as a way of getting
a good job, though this
is definitely an impor-
tant part of a good edu-
cation. So we stayed
with what could lead to
a good job. And then the
mother said she believed

that her son should do
something in comput-
ers. I asked the young
man if he was interested
in computers.  He
shrugged his shoulders
and did not seem too
enthusiastic about it, but
parroted the idea that
computer science was
where the jobs of the fu-
ture lay.

He had little idea
what computer science
was all about and what
sort of career one could
take up after studying
some area in computer
science and IT. I could
not help him much. Yes,
computers are very im-
portant for all work-
places and will be even
more so over the coming
years. But which knowl-
edge and skills will sur-
vive AI, which sub-fields
will die (some people say
programming is already
dead) and which new
fields and sub-fields will

emerge? It is hard to say
right now. Or, at least, I
did not have the exper-
tise to guide the young
man on this.

Very few schools
have academic counsel-
lors and academic coun-
selling offices.

What was also in-
teresting was that the
young man appeared to
be more interested in
business studies and a
career in marketing, but
the lure of computer sci-
ence and his mother’s
strong perceptions were
making him opt for com-
puter science.

It is admission sea-
son and many young
people completing their
A-levels, IB and Inter-
mediate examinations
are selecting universi-
ties, degrees and majors.
But, based on the discus-
sions with 30 or 40
young people and/or
their parents whom I met

in the last three months,
there seems to be a real
lack of information and
guidance available to
young people to make
informed career choices.

Computer science
is all  the rage.  And
maybe it makes sense,
given the hype and ap-
parent demand. But
what is good for some
might not be good for all.
If a child does not want
to study computer sci-
ence, and is not excited
by the prospect of
studying math, logic,
engineering and, later,
advanced courses in re-
lated areas, forcing him
or her to go in this direc-
tion will be of no service
to either the student or
the subject. It is true for
any area of study where
perceived demand
drives career choices.

By Faisal
Bari:

By Amin
Valliani:

Editorial:
Balochistan has taken a
historic and timely step
by establishing its first-
ever Climate Fund, a
move that signals the
province’s recognition of
the existential threat
posed by global warm-
ing and climate change.
In his recent meeting
with British High Com-
missioner Jane Marriott,
Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti rightly un-
derscored the urgency
of mobilizing resources
to safeguard communi-
ties from natural calami-
ties that are growing in
frequency and intensity.

Floods In Bunair
The tragic flash

floods in the Bunair area
of Khyber
Pukhtoonkhwa this
month, which claimed
precious human lives,
are a grim reminder of
Pakistan’s extreme vul-
nerability. The province
sits on a fragile ecologi-
cal and seismic zone —
prone not only to floods
but also to recurring
droughts, earthquakes,
and the looming threat of
desertification. Each di-
saster further strains an
already fragile infrastruc-
ture, displaces communi-
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Dykes blown to save Jhang, Chiniot from
raging floodwater

PM for joint strategy to tackle climate change,
build water reservoirs

Pakistani businessman brings taste of
home to Khunjerab Pass

I S L A M A B A D
(INP):  Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif has
said that a compre-
hensive strategy is
being prepared for the
construction of water
reservoirs and im-
proved water man-
agement in all four
provinces, Azad
Jammu and Kashmir,
and Gilgit-Baltistan.

PM Shehbaz
Sharif on Friday
stated that water res-
ervoirs would be built
through consultation
and complete coordi-
nation with the prov-
inces. “Climate
change is a reality,
and only through ef-

fective preparedness
can the damages of
natural disasters be
minimized,” he
stressed. He further
underlined that all
provinces, Azad Kash-
mir, Gilgit-Baltistan,
and the Federation
must work together to
safeguard people from
the adverse impacts of
climate change, term-
ing it a national issue
that requires collective
effort.

According to the
prime minister’s office,
work is already under-
way on his directives to
formulate an effective
policy for timely re-
sponse to the impacts

of climate change
and the monsoon.
The working paper of
this policy will be
shared with all pro-
vincial governments
to devise a joint
course of action.

The statement
added that once the
emergency situation
subsides, the prime
minister will convene
a high-level meeting
with the Chief Minis-
ters of all four prov-
inces, along with the
heads of relevant in-
stitutions. The prime
minister of AJ&K and
the chief minister of
Gilgit-Baltistan will
also be invited to the

session.
Meanwhile, PM

Shehbaz Sharif said the
government stands
firmly with all flood vic-
tims. According to a
press statement issued
by the Prime Minister
office in Islamabad, he
said the government is
mobilizing all available
resources to address
the challenges faced by
the flood affected
people.

He commended
the gesture on the part
of Lahore Electric Sup-
ply Company
(LESCO) employees
to donate one day's sal-
ary to support the flood
victims.

Pakistan to establish Maritime Complex at
Port Qasim with Chinese support

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan is preparing
to establish an inte-
grated maritime in-
dustrial complex at
Port Qasim with Chi-
nese support, follow-
ing high-level talks
in Islamabad on 20
August 2025. 

During the meeting, a
delegation from
Shandong Xinxu
Group, led by chair-
man Hou Jianxin,
conveyed its interest
in developing the
complex alongside a
green ship-recycling
yard.

In a statement, the Prime
Minister’s Office said
that Shehbaz Sharif
had invited Chinese
industries to invest
in Pakistan, assuring
them that the gov-
ernment would “pro-
vide all possible fa-
cilities for the estab-
lishment of Special
Economic Zones.” 

The PMO confirmed
that Shandong Xinxu
is “interested in es-
tablishing a maritime

industrial complex in
Pakistan” and that the
company “will build a
green shipbreaking
yard in Pakistan.

”Project Scope
and Investment
The planned Port Qasim

complex would com-
bine port operations
with shipbuilding, re-
pair and recycling fa-
cilities, alongside in-
dustrial clusters for
fish and date process-
ing. Shandong Xinxu
Group, described as
“a high-tech energy
enterprise integrating
the renewable energy
industry chain”, has
indicated willingness
to bring investment
and technical exper-
tise.

The development builds
on a Memorandum of
U n d e r s t a n d i n g
signed in July 2025
between the Pakistan
National Shipping
Corporation (PNSC)
and Shandong Xinxu
Group to cooperate on
shipping and fleet

management. The
proposed “green”
shipbreaking yard
would be designed
to meet international
environmental and
safety standards, in
contrast  to the
troubled Gadani
ship-breaking yards,
which have faced re-
peated criticism over
labour and pollution
concerns.

Strategic and
Economic

Implications
Port Qasim, situated 50

kilometres east of
Karachi is Pakistan’s
second busiest port,
handling about 35%
of the nation’s cargo
(17 million tons per
annum). Officials be-
lieve the new indus-
trial complex would
strengthen its role as
a logistics and manu-
facturing hub,
c o mp l e m e n t i n g
Gwadar Port’s devel-
opment under the
China–Pakistan Eco-

nomic Corridor
(CPEC).

The initiative is expected
to create thousands of
jobs in construction,
maritime trades and
logistics. It would also
expand Pakistan’s ca-
pacity in ship-recy-
cling, a sector long
dominated by India
and Bangladesh,
where international
buyers increasingly
demand environmen-
tally compliant facili-
ties.

Chinese representatives
have also highlighted
fisheries and food
processing as areas
with export potential.
The PMO said the en-
terprise aimed “to ben-
efit from Pakistan’s
potential in fishing,
fish processing and in
the processing of date
fruits.” Pakistan is al-
ready a significant

producer of seafood and
dates but lacks mod-
ern processing capac-
ity, limiting its ability
to compete in higher-
value markets.

K H U N J E R A B
(INP): As summer
tourism peaks from
June to August, Paki-
stani businessman
Rahber Khan is see-
ing brisk business at
his small restaurant
perched on the China-
Pakistan border.

From 9 a.m. to
noon, the Eagle Nest
Coffee Room serves
a fusion of Pakistani
and Chinese dishes.
“We want to mix both
cuisines,” Khan said.
“I offer special ser-
vice and even show
customers how we
Pakistani people enjoy
our meals.”

Khan has been
running his restaurant
since 2012. Originally
from Hunza, a town
near the border, he
says the warm wel-
come from local
people in Xinjiang has
been key to his suc-
cess.

“People here are
very kind, especially
the Tajik community.
They respect and sup-
port us a lot,” he noted.

With similar tastes
for beef, lamb and
hearty dishes, Khan
feels at home in the
region. “Life here is
very comfortable for
me and my family. Pa-

kistan is my first
home, but my second
home is China,” he
said proudly.

“I've built a new
house, my four chil-
dren are in universi-
ties, and I feel lucky
to support them
through this busi-
ness.”

The Khunjerab
Pass, the only land
border crossing be-
tween China and Pa-
kistan, has long been
a vital trade artery
along the China-Paki-
stan Economic Corri-
dor.

Once open only
eight months a year

due to snow and alti-
tude, it became a year-
round crossing in De-
cember 2024, giving
merchants like Khan
greater opportunities.

T a s h k u r g a n
County in China and
Hunza in Pakistan
signed a sister-city
agreement in June
2023 to promote coop-
eration in border trade,
tourism and infrastruc-
ture, deepening
people-to-people ties
across the frontier.

Beyond trade, the
pass is now a cultural
and tourism hub, draw-
ing tens of thousands
of visitors each year.

CHINIOT (INP):  The
authorities in Punjab
have blown up dykes in
order to save two major
cit ies as the raging
floodwater continued to
sweep village after vil-
lage, destroy standing
crops, uproot people on
Friday.

Amid the wide-
spread destruction, the
water level started to
recede in Ravi River at
Shahdara near Lahore
after night-long chaos
during which a number
of localities were evacu-
ated. The catastrophic
flooding has so far
claimed 20 lives, de-
stroyed crops on hun-
dreds of thousands of
acres of land which runs
into billions of rupees
losses along with thou-
sands of mudhouses
being swept away and
infrastructure deci-
mated.

Punjab PDMA Di-
rector General Irfan Ali
Kathia said that floods

have claimed lives of at
least 20 people.  Ad-
dressing the media in
Lahore,  Kathia said
“Most of the deaths oc-
curred due to drowning
and were reported
mostly in Gujranwala di-
vision,” adding no loss
of life was reported due
to any negligence in res-
cue services.

He announced the
Punjab government will
give one million rupees
to each victim’s family
as compensation. Not-
ing the magnitude of the
situation, Kathia said
that they made every
possible effort to rescue
people, whether via heli-
copters or boats.

The Punjab govern-
ment has launched one
of its largest evacuation
operations in recent
years, as floodwaters af-
fected over 1.46 million
people across the prov-
ince, with the Chenab
River expected to swell
to dangerous levels at

Head Trimmu.
Extremely high

floods in Sutlej, Ravi
and Chenab rivers have
also destroyed standing
crops on vast swathes
of land as the province
is battl ing i ts worst
flooding in four de-
cades, which has
caused havoc in 1,769
villages and submerged
vital grain crops.

 The deputy com-
missioner also signed a
permission note allow-
ing breaching of an-
other dyke in Chhund
Bharwana to ease the
flood level in River
Chenab. A railway track
was uprooted at three
places in Ragwana area
of Chhund Bharwana.

The authorit ies
have blows up dykes to
divert raging water from
Chenab River to save
Jhang and Chiniot cities.
High flood level was re-
corded at Trimmu Bar-
rage in Jhang where wa-
ter level was gauged at

120,000 cusecs. A meet-
ing chaired by Punjab
Chief Secretary in Lahore
has decided to breach
Rawaz Bridge dyke in or-
der to save Jhang and
Chiniot cities as a big
flood wave was heading
towards the region.

The meeting also
decided to deploy addi-
tional administrative of-
ficers in flood-affected
districts.

The meeting also
decided to evacuate
people from areas along
the river belts in
Nankana, Sheikhupura
and Toba TekSingh and
issued directives in this
regard.

The Jhang deputy
commissioner also
signed a permission note
allowing breaching of
another dyke in Chhund
Bharwana to ease the
flood level in River
Chenab.  A railway track
was uprooted at three
places in Ragwana area
of Chhund Bharwana.

Minister underscores vital role of trees in
combating climate change

QUETTA: A delegation led by Awami National Party leader Malak Amanullah Khan
Mehtarzai meeting with Balochistan Governor Jafar Khan Mandokhel.

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Ireland Ms. Mary O‘Neill called on Speaker National Assembly Sardar
Ayaz Sadiq at Parliament House.

KARACHI (INP): Fed-
eral Minister for Climate
Change and Environ-
mental Coordination, Dr
Musadik Malik, on Fri-
day launched the Mon-
soon Tree Planting
Campaign 2025 titled
“Planting a Green Fu-
ture” organized by the
Sindh Forest Depart-
ment.

The minister, ac-
companied by officials
of the department and
other participants,
planted a sapling before
his address, praying for
the protection of the
people and the growth
of young tree into a
strong shield for the fu-
ture. Talking to the me-
dia on the occasion, Dr.
Musadik Malik warned
that devastating floods
sweeping across the
country had already en-
tered Punjab and were

now moving towards
Southern Punjab and
Sindh. “As the water
progresses, its intensity
will only grow. I appeal
through the media,
please move out of the
flood’s path before it is
too late,” he urged.

He paid tribute to
civil administration, res-
cue agencies,  armed
forces, and others work-
ing round the clock in
flood-affected areas, and
said Sindh’s leadership
had already mobilized
across districts. “This is
a natural disaster. It can-
not be stopped, but lives
can be saved if people
step aside from its
course,” he stressed.

The minister under-
scored the vital role of
trees in combating cli-
mate change. “Rising
temperatures melt gla-
ciers, and the root cause

is greenhouse gas emis-
sions. The only natural
machine that absorbs
carbon dioxide is the
tree,” he said, adding
that free saplings were
being provided in every
province.  “Planting
trees is not a photo op-
portunity, it is an invest-
ment in survival. A tree
lives for 50 to 100 years,
protecting generations.”

Dr. Musadik Malik
criticized the elite class
for building housing
schemes, hotels, and re-
sorts along riverbanks,
warning that such illegal
encroachments wors-
ened disasters. “When
floods come, water does
not distinguish between
rich and poor. These
concrete structures
break apart and their de-
bris destroys forests
and nearby settlements.
The Prime Minister has

made it clear: no one is
more powerful than the
state. Encroachments,
hotels, and illegal resorts
in flood pathways will be
removed, this is our
battle now,” he declared.

The minister re-
vealed that Pakistan was
deploying advanced
technology to map water
routes and said the warn-
ing applied equally to
wealthy developers and
poor communities. “We
must create natural re-
serves inside districts in-
stead of blocking rivers
with private projects.
These reserves will also
provide water for year-
round use,” he sug-
gested.

Highlighting the hu-
man toll, Dr. Musadik
Malik said over 800
people had already lost
their l ives in recent
floods.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs, Muhammad Junaid Anwar Chaudhry presiding
over a meeting on Hong Kong Convention compliance in the shipbreaking industry.

Confucius Institute opens at GU, expanding
Chinese language education in SP

ISLAMABAD (INP):
South Punjab’s first
Confucius Institute has
been inaugurated at
Ghazi University, Dera
Ghazi Khan, in collabo-
ration with the Univer-
sity of Agriculture
Faisalabad (UAF), mark-
ing a significant step in
advancing Chinese lan-
guage and cultural stud-
ies in the region.

The institute was
launched earlier this
month with an orienta-
tion session attended
by faculty members,
students, and officials.

Around 200 stu-
dents have already en-
rolled in the first phase
to learn Chinese reading
and speaking skills.

Vice Chancellor
Prof.  Dr. Ashfaq Ahmad,
who led the effort, said
the initiative would cre-
ate “new horizons in
education, employment,
and business for the
youth of South
Punjab,” while also
boosting opportunities
linked to the China-Pa-
kistan Economic Corri-
dor (CPEC). The launch
at Ghazi University
comes as part  of a
broader expansion of
the Confucius Institute
at UAF (CI-UAF).  In
June this year, CI-UAF
signed agreements with
three universities in-
cluding the University
of Faisalabad (TUF),
Cholistan University of
Veterinary and Animal

Sciences, Bahawalpur,
and Ghazi University, to
establish sub-campuses
across Punjab. Accord-
ing to an official state-
ment, the expansion re-
flects the CI-UAF’s mis-
sion to advance Chinese

language education,
foster cultural  ex-
change, and strengthen
academic cooperation
between China and Pa-
kistan. The new sub-
campuses, particularly
in South Punjab, will di-

rectly address the grow-
ing demand for Chinese
language proficiency in
Pakistan and enable stu-
dents to benefit from ex-
panding economic coop-
eration under CPEC, ac-
cording to Gwadar Pro.



DAILY QUETTA VOICE Saturday,August.30.202504
Pakistan Meteorological Department (PMD)

predicts rain in various parts of country

Chairman Senate Syed Yousaf Raza Gilani,
Ayaz Sadiq discuss parliamentary cooperation

Ravi River submerges private housing
society near Chuhang

Sindh govt fully prepared to deal with
potential threat of flood: Sharjeel

ISLAMABAD (INP):  Paki-
stan Meteorological Depart-
ment has predicted rain-wind/
thundershowers at isolated
places in Kashmir, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Islamabad, Up-
per and Eastern Punjab while
hot and humid weather is likely
to grip other parts of the coun-
try on Friday.

According to the Pakistan
Meteorological Department
(PMD), isolated heavy down-
pours are also likely in Upper
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Kash-
mir and Northeastern Punjab
during the forecast period.

The Met Office has
warned that heavy rainfall on
August 29 and 30 may gener-
ate flash floods in local nullahs
and streams of Dir, Swat,
Shangla, Buner, Kohistan,
Mansehra, Abbottabad,
Nowshera, Swabi, Murree,
Galliyat, Islamabad/

Rawalpindi, Northeast Punjab,
Kashmir and hill torrents of
Dera Ghazi Khan.

The downpours may also
cause urban flooding in low-
lying areas of Islamabad/
Rawalpindi, Gujranwala,
Lahore, Sialkot, Narowal,
Peshawar, Nowshera and
Mardan. Landslides and
mudslides may disrupt road
links in hilly regions of KP,
Murree, Galliyat and Kashmir.

In Islamabad, partly
cloudy and humid weather with
a 65 percent chance of isolated
rain-wind/thundershowers has
been predicted.

In Punjab, hot and humid
conditions will prevail in most
districts, while rain and thun-
dershowers are expected in
Murree, Rawalpindi, Lahore,
Sialkot, Gujranwala,
Faisalabad, Sahiwal and sev-
eral other districts. Northeast-

ern Punjab may witness iso-
lated heavy falls.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa will
also remain hot and humid in
most areas, although rain and
thundershowers are likely in
Peshawar, Mardan, Swabi,
Abbottabad, Mansehra, Dir,
Swat and adjoining districts,
with heavy falls in the upper
parts.

In Sindh, hot and humid
weather will dominate, but
Sanghar, Mirpur Khas,
Tharparkar and Umarkot may
receive rain and thundershow-
ers.

Balochistan is also ex-
pected to remain mostly hot
and humid, though Zhob and
Musa Khel may witness iso-
lated rain. In Kashmir, cloudy
conditions with rain and thun-
dershowers are likely, while
Gilgit-Baltistan will remain
partly cloudy and hot.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  Chair-
man Senate Syed Yousaf Raza
Gilani and Speaker National
Assembly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq
on Friday discussed enhancing
institutional cooperation be-
tween the two Houses of Par-
liament and strengthening par-
liamentary coordination on na-
tional and international issues.

During a meeting at the
Chairman Senate’s residence
in the Federal capital, Gilani
briefed the Speaker on prepa-
rations for the upcoming Inter-
Parliamentary Speakers’ Con-
ference, scheduled for Novem-
ber 11–12, 2025.

He informed that the
event would bring together
representatives from more
than 45 countries, making it one
of the most significant multi-
lateral parliamentary gather-
ings ever hosted by Pakistan.

He said that the confer-
ence would deliberate on key

global challenges, including re-
gional peace, sustainable de-
velopment, climate change, and
the need for collective strate-
gies to address emerging
threats. On the occasion, Ayaz
Sadiq extended heartfelt con-
dolences to the Senate Chair-
man over the demise of his
cousin, Syed Tanveer ul
Hassan Gilani.

Paying tribute, he de-
scribed the late Gilani as a pi-
ous and community-oriented
individual whose religious,
spiritual, and social services
would be long remembered.
The Speaker assured the Sen-
ate Chairman of the National
Assembly’s full support in en-
suring the successful
organisation of the Inter-Par-
liamentary Speakers’ Confer-
ence. He expressed confi-
dence that the event would
serve as an important oppor-
tunity for Pakistan to demon-

strate its commitment to glo-
bal dialogue, cooperation, and
peacebuilding. Both leaders
also exchanged views on the
prevailing political and eco-
nomic situation.

A significant part of the dis-
cussion was devoted to the
devastating impact of recent
rains and floods, particularly
the situation caused by India’s
release of floodwaters into the
rivers of Punjab, which has
aggravated human and mate-
rial losses in the affected ar-
eas.

They jointly appealed to
the people of Pakistan to adopt
precautionary measures amid
the ongoing natural calamity
and to extend full cooperation
with the government and rel-
evant authorities. The leaders
stressed that united national
efforts were essential to
minimise casualties and miti-
gate financial damages.

LAHORE (INP):  The water level
in the Ravi River has surged sig-
nificantly at Shahdara and
Baloki, triggering an exceptionally
high flood situation and forcing
authorities to begin emergency
evacuations.

The rising waters have inun-
dated a private housing society
near Chuhang on Multan Road,
while several neighborhoods in
Shahdara, including Farrukhabad
and Aziz Colony, are facing flood-
ing. Local residents in the affected
areas have reported severe dis-
ruptions as floodwater enters
homes and streets.

Authorit ies have begun
evacuating residents from vulner-
able houses, and announcements
are being made through local
mosques, urging people to move
to safer locations. According to
the administration, two schools
in Farrukhabad have been con-
verted into relief camps, with food
and basic facilities being ar-
ranged for displaced families.

However, some residents are
still stranded near the breached
sections of the embankment,
along with their livestock, await-
ing assistance. The Flood Fore-

casting Division has confirmed
that a very high-level flood is
underway at the Siphon point of
Shahdara. The water flow at this
location has surged, reaching a
current volume of 215,550 cusecs.
Emergency teams remain on high
alert, while relief efforts continue
in the affected zones.

A fresh alert has been issued
for the Chenab and Ravi rivers as
water released by India will enter
this evening. According to
Punjab’s Flood Forecasting De-
partment water will reach Head
Trimmu on the Chenab River in
the evening causing extremely
high-level flood. Another extreme
flood surge is forecasted to reach
Head Panjnad on September 2.

The Ravi River has also
caused destruction in Narang
Mandi, where thousands of acres
of agricultural land have been
devastated. Due to the disruption
of the communication system,
many villages and settlements
have been cut off from land
routes. Floodwaters from the Ravi
River have also entered the
Badami Bagh area adjacent to the
Ring Road. Chuhang has been
submerged forcing people to re-

locate.
Floodwaters also reached

several areas including Manzoor
Garden, Barkat Colony, and
Manawan. Farukhabad, Aziz
Colony, Amin Park,  Afghan
Colony, and Shafiqabad have also
gone underwater. The city admin-
istration has claimed that it is en-
suring the evacuation of residents
from these areas.

Several villages in Narowal
have been submerged, with
standing crops on thousands of
acres of land destroyed. The
Shakargarh-Narowal Road has
also gone underwater, while the
railway track in Qila Ahmadabad
has been closed due to flood.

In the Lalian tehsil of Chiniot,
the protective embankment of
Mauza Kalri developed a breach
as a result of which more than a
hundred villages were inundated.
In Chiniot, a flood surge of more
than 853,000 cusecs is passing
through. In Sahiwal, a breach has
started to form in the Aurangabad
embankment. The nearby settle-
ments have come under threat
from the rising waters, and the
administration has instructed resi-
dents to move to safer locations.

NEWS DESK : Senior Sindh Min-
ister Sharjeel Inam Memon has
said that the provincial govern-
ment has completed preparations
to deal with the ‘potential flood
threat’ and that arrangements are
being made to relocate people to
safe areas, if necessary.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here on Thursday, he said
that Chief Minister Syed Murad
Ali Shah had put all administra-
tions across Sindh on alert.

“Though the situation in the
province is currently under con-
trol, the Provincial Disaster Man-
agement Authority has taken pre-
cautionary measures to relocate
people to safe areas, if necessary,”
he said.

Expressing solidarity with the
flood-affected people of Punjab,
he said that the Pakistan Peoples
Party and the Sindh government
stood by them in this difficult time
and supported Punjab
government’s relief and rescue
efforts.

Mr Memon said that the
Sindh government was fully pre-
pared to respond to any emer-
gency. “We are working closely
with the National Disaster Man-
agement Authority (NDMA) to
mitigate the impact of the floods,”
he added.

He said that preparations
were underway to handle poten-
tial emergencies, with essential
supplies such as boats, tents,
coolers, and kitchen equipment
stockpiled. “A dedicated cell has
been established to closely moni-
tor the flood situation and coor-
dinate with the National Disaster
Management Authority (NDMA)
for swift response to any emer-
gencies,” he added.

The senior minister provided
a detailed update on the flood situ-
ation at barrages, citing the in-
flow and outflow at Guddu,
Sukkur and Kotri.

According to the data col-
lected on Thursday evening, the
inflow at Guddu is 300,232, and

the outflow is 333,361. At Sukkur,
the inflow is 212,300, and the out-
flow is 266,370, while at Kotri, the
inflow is 211,870, and the outflow
is 244,025. Leaves cancelled

Chief Secretary Asif Hyder
Shah, chairing a meeting on the
possible flood situation in the
province, directed all essential ser-
vice departments, including irriga-
tion, local government, health,
police, public health, livestock, as
well as deputy commissioners’ of-
fices, to cancel all leaves of their
relevant employees to ensure
availability of a maximum number
of personnel for emergency du-
ties. He asked all commissioners
and DCs to prepare comprehen-
sive contingency plans, giving pri-
ority to the safety of people and
livestock.

He also directed that inven-
tory of all government and private
machinery and resources should
be maintained so that they could
be utilised immediately when re-
quired.

Pak-China agricultural cooperation makes
breakthrough in sugarcane research

ISLAMABAD (INP): China-
Pakistan agricultural coopera-
tion has delivered break-
throughs in sugarcane re-
search, China Economic Net
(CEN) reported on Friday.

Dr. Talha Javed and Dr.
Faisal Mehdi, two Pakistani
experts at the Institute of
Tropical Bioscience and Bio-
technology, Chinese Academy
of Tropical Agricultural Sci-
ences (CATAS), have
achieved the breakthroughs in
sugarcane molecular breeding
and disease resistance re-
search respectively, injecting
new impetus into the collabo-
rative innovation between the
two countries in the tropical
agricultural sector.

In the realm of sugarcane
molecular breeding, Dr. Talha
Javed and his team verified the
function of the PR1 gene
(SsnpPR1.04) and cultivated

two transgenic ROC22 seed-
lings carrying this gene
through an Agrobacterium-
mediated transformation sys-
tem, laying a crucial founda-
tion for the development of
disease-resistant sugarcane
varieties.

Additionally, via
transcriptome sequencing, the
team further uncovered the
activation mechanism of de-
fense responses mediated by
PR1 expression. Meanwhile,
in the sugarcane disease re-
sistance research project led
by Dr. Faisal Mehdi, after
treatment with endophytes,
the growth status and photo-
synthetic rate of sugarcane
improved significantly, while its
antioxidant activity and hydro-
lase activity were greatly en-
hanced, effectively boosting
the crop's stress resistance.
Through transcriptomic analy-

sis, the team successfully iden-
tified key disease-resistant
genes in sugarcane and re-
vealed the protein interaction
networks involved in antioxi-
dant activity, MAPK signal
transduction, and hormone
regulation.

Both Pakistani experts
emphasized that China and Pa-
kistan enjoy a solid foundation
for cooperation in the agricul-
tural sector, with immense po-
tential for collaboration in sug-
arcane breeding, green cultiva-
tion, and disease prevention
and control.  "Through close
cooperation between the two
sides, not only can advanced
agricultural technologies devel-
oped by China be introduced to
Pakistan to support the local de-
velopment, but also Pakistan's
outstanding research results
can be brought to China," they
told CEN.

 ISLAMABAD : Federal Minister for Commerce Jam Kamal Khan, Special Assistant to the Prime Minister Haroon Akhtar Khan, with
the delegation of Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce & Industry (RCCI) led by its President, and members of All Pakistan Textile Mills
Association (APTMA), after the policy consultation meeting.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, holding
a meeting today at the Finance Division with a group of leading UAE investors and businessmen led by
Mr. Mohamed Baradei - Group CIO of the EIX,  an Abu Dhabi-based global company specializing in
investment and strategic advisory services.

HYDERABAD: Provincial Minister and Focal person for flood emergency Riaz Shah
Sheerazi brief to the media about flood situation in River Indus at Jamshoro.

Pakistan Army continues rescue efforts in
flood-affected Punjab

LAHORE (INP):  The Pakistan
Army is actively conducting res-
cue and relief operations in flood-
affected areas across Punjab, in-
cluding Sialkot, Narowal,
Gujranwala, and Head Khanki.

Army personnel, using heli-
copters and boats, are evacuat-
ing stranded residents to safer
locations. Among those rescued
are elderly citizens, women, and
children, who are being immedi-
ately relocated to relief centers for
care and support.

In collaboration with civil
administration, the Pakistan Army
has set up rescue and relief camps
for flood victims. These camps are
providing essential services, in-
cluding food, basic medical aid,
and other necessary facilities.

Flood victims have ex-
pressed appreciation for the
Army's timely response and dedi-
cated efforts in managing the cri-

sis and ensuring public safety.
Ravi River is flowing in very

high flood level in Shahdara with
water level continuously increas-
ing. Currently 220,000 cusecs of
water is passing in Shahdara,
with expectations of further in-
crease.

Due to the serious risk of
flooding in low-lying areas, a
high alert has been issued.

According to the Lahore
Commissioner, the River Ravi has
a capacity of 250,000 cusecs. All
departments, including the dis-
trict administration, are fully pre-
pared to handle any untoward
situation. Evacuation of resi-
dents from the affected areas is
underway.

At Jassar, the water flow has
been recorded at over 166,000
cusecs, and at the Syphon point,
a moderate flood has now turned
into a high flood, with a flow of

99,700 cusecs.
The threat of flooding in low-

lying areas has intensified,
prompting a high alert.

The River Ravi’s floodwater
has entered the Kartarpur Corri-
dor. Punjab Rangers rescued 200
to 300 people stranded in the wa-
ter and also rescued 35 people and
their livestock trapped in Head
Sulemanki area.

Punjab Rangers, along with
other agencies, continued rescue
operations in flood-affected bor-
der areas. Narowal Road has been
submerged under floodwater, and
the Shakargarh Highway has been
closed to traffic.

In Shakargarh, a flood wave
of 250,000 cusecs passed through
Kot Nainan, submerging dozens
of villages. At Bhiko Chak, a
breach developed in the river em-
bankment, prompting evacua-
tions from the affected villages.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Senate Syed Yusuf Raza Gillani in a meeting with Speaker
National Assembly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq at this Residence.


