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Balochistan High Court
Suspends Cabinet Decision

on Magistrate Powers

Pakistan repays $500m Eurobond on time, meets all obligations
NEWS DESK: Pakistan has successfully repaid its
$500 million International Bond (Eurobond) that
matured on September 30, 2025, in line with all its
obligations.

Advisor to the Finance Minister Khurram
Schehzad announced on X on Wednesday that the
Eurobond, issued in 2015 to global investors with a
10-year tenor, was settled on time.

“This repayment reflects Pakistan’s ability and
determination to honor its international obligations
on schedule,” Schehzad said. “What makes it even
more significant is that it comes at a time of improv-
ing fundamentals and investor sentiment.”

The announcement comes against the back-
drop of recent gains in Pakistan’s economic indica-
tors. External buffers and liquidity have strength-
ened, sovereign ratings have been upgraded, and
investor confidence has picked up — with
Pakistan’s bonds trading at a premium in recent
months. Debt sustainability metrics have also im-
proved. Pakistan’s debt-to-GDP ratio has declined
from 77 per cent in FY20 to 70 per cent in FY25. The
share of external debt in total public debt has fallen
from 38pc to 32pc, reducing foreign exchange vul-
nerabilities. Debt growth has also moderated
sharply in FY25 compared to earlier years.  Looking
ahead, Pakistan is better positioned to re-enter in-
ternational markets. “Easing global borrowing
costs, coupled with stronger fundamentals, give
Pakistan room to access capital on more competi-

tive terms and build a more sustainable debt pro-
file,” Schehzad added. Pakistan’s international
bonds have been on an upward trajectory in re-
cent months, aided by improving macroeconomic
fundamentals. Following Standard & Poor's up-
grade of Pakistan’s sovereign credit rating to 'B-'
with a stable outlook in July 2025, bonds across
the yield curve witnessed strong gains, with
longer-tenor instruments rallying sharply. The 30-
year bond maturing in 2051 rose over 10% month-
to-date, while shorter maturities, including the 2025
and 2026 bonds, also edged higher.

Investor confidence has remained resilient
even during periods of geopolitical tension. In May
2025, Pakistan’s Eurobond and Sukuk prices
posted notable gains despite Indo-Pak escalation,
as yields declined by up to 61 basis points across
tenors.  Analysts attributed this to IMF programme
progress, improved foreign reserves, and con-
trolled inflation, which reduced default risk and
attracted global investors.

The momentum in global debt markets has
been building since 2023. Pakistan’s international
bonds more than doubled in value after securing a
$3 billion IMF bailout in June 2023, with investors
expressing renewed confidence in reforms and the
government’s ability to service its debt. Analysts
noted that the sharp rally in Eurobonds and Sukuks
was driven by fiscal consolidation, current account
improvements, and exchange rate stability.

PNMC Issues Warning:
38 Fake Nursing Colleges Identified

Across Pakistan
Syed Muhammad

Yaseen
ISLAMABAD: The
Pakistan Nursing and
Midwifery Council
(PNMC) has identified
38 fake and unregis-
tered nursing colleges
operating across the
country.
The council has cau-
tioned students and
parents that degrees
from these institutions
will not be recognized
and graduates will not
be eligible for registra-
tion or professional
practice.

The breakdown of
these unapproved col-
leges is as follows:

I S L A M A B A D
(5): Capital College of
Nursing and Medical
Health, Edward Col-
lege of Nursing, Na-
tional Institute of Mod-
ern Languages and Sci-

4 terrorists apprehended
in intelligence-based operation

in Khuzdar: ISPR
NEWS DESK: Four ter-
rorists were appre-
hended during an intel-
ligence-based operation
(IBO) in Balochistan’s
Khuzdar district  on
Wednesday, a statement
released by the military’s
media affairs wing said.

According to the
Inter-Services Public Re-
lations (ISPR), security
forces conducted an
IBO on the reported pres-
ence of “terrorists be-
longing to Indian proxy
Fitna al Hindustan”.

The state has des-
ignated Balochistan-
based groups such as
Fitna-al-Hindustan to
highlight India’s alleged
role in terrorism and
destabilisation across
Pakistan.

“During the con-
duct of [the] operation,
own forces apprehended

four [terrorists] trying to
flee cowardly by dis-
guising in women’s at-
tire,” the ISPR said.

“Weapons and am-
munition was also recov-
ered from the terrorists,
who remained actively
involved in numerous
terrorist activities in the
area,” it added.

The ISPR further
said that a sanitisation
operation was being
conducted to eliminate

Qaseem Shah:
QUETTA: The
Balochistan High
Court has suspended
the provincial cabinet’s
decision to grant Mag-
istrate First Class pow-
ers to Deputy Commis-
sioners (DCs), Addi-
tional Deputy Commis-
sioners (ADCs), and
Assistant Commis-

sioners (ACs).
A two-member

bench comprising
Chief Justice Rozi
Khan Bareech and
Justice Sardar Ahmad
Halimi issued the or-
der while hearing a
constitutional petition
filed by Iftikhar
Ahmed Lango. The
petitioner argued that

delegating judicial
powers to executive
officers was unconsti-
tutional and a violation
of the law. The court
observed that the pro-
vincial cabinet had no
legal authority to give
such powers and de-
clared the move illegal
from the beginning.

The High Court

also issued notices to
the Balochistan gov-
ernment, Advocate
General, and other re-
spondents, directing
them to submit their
replies. Implementa-
tion of the provincial
cabinet’s September
24, 2025 decision has
been suspended until
further hearing.

Quetta Suicide Attack:
Death Toll Rises to 12, CTD

Registers Terror Case

Qaseem Shah:
QUETTA: The death toll
from the Quetta suicide
attack near the Frontier
Corps (FC) headquarters
has risen to 12, after two
more injured victims suc-
cumbed to their wounds
during treatment.

Hospital  sources
confirmed that 24 injured
have been discharged,
while eight others remain
under treatment, includ-
ing two in critical condi-

tion at the Trauma Cen-
ter.

The blast occurred
on Tuesday in Quetta’s
eastern bypass area, kill-
ing 10 people instantly
and injuring 33 others.
The explosion was pow-
erful enough to shatter
windows in nearby
houses and buildings
across Model Town and
adjoining localities.

According to secu-
rity officials, the attacker

was disguised in an FC
uniform and accompa-
nied by five other terror-
ists.

A swift response
by security forces neu-
tralized all six militants,
though two FC person-
nel sustained injuries
during the exchange of
fire. The militant group
Fiqhiya al-Hindustan
claimed responsibility
for the deadly bombing.
Investigators recovered

15 hand grenades, heavy
weapons, and 25–30 ki-
lograms of explosives
used in the attack. Police
confirmed that a case
has been registered at
the Counter-Terrorism
Department (CTD) under
the Anti-Terrorism Act,
murder, attempted mur-
der, and other charges.
Investigations are ongo-
ing to trace facilitators
and networks behind
the Quetta blast.

ences, The Institute of
Health Sciences,
Unique Technical and
Professional.

PUNJAB (25):
Including Boston In-
ternational College of
Nursing, Muham-
madan College of
Nursing, Quaid-e-
Azam Institute of
Medical Sciences
(Lahore),

 Professional Col-
lege of Nursing

(Gujranwala), Punjab
Nursing Academy
(Jhang), Best College of
Nursing and Mid-
wifery (Sahiwal), King
Abdullah College of
Nursing (Sargodha),
Iqra College of Nurs-
ing (Sialkot) and others
in Rawalpindi,
Faisalabad, Attock, and
more.

SINDH (5): Aman
Institute of Health Sci-
ences and Nursing,

Mediaid School of
Nursing, Pre Institute
of Nursing and Health
Sciences (Karachi),
College of Nursing
(Hyderabad), Kainat
Institute of Nursing
(Khairpur).

K H Y B E R
PAKHTUNKHWA
(2): Mardan College of
Nursing and Orbit Col-
lege of Nursing and Al-
lied Sciences.

 PNMC high-
lighted that Pakistan al-
ready suffers from a
critical shortage of
qualified nurses and
urged families to en-
sure admissions are
made only to registered
institutions.

 Students can
check the updated list
of approved and rec-
ognized institutes here:
https://pnmc.gov.pk/
recognized-institutes/

Pakistan repays $500m
Eurobond on time,

meets all obligations

Quetta Suicide Attack:
Death Toll Rises to 12, CTD

Registers Terror Case

any other terrorist
found in the area, add-
ing that security forces
were determined to
wipeout the

“menace of Indian-
sponsored terrorism
from the country and re-
affirm the nation’s unwa-
vering resolve to bring
the perpetrators of ter-
rorism to justice”.

Meanwhile, secu-
rity forces carried out an
IBO in Balochistan’s

Kech District, where a
terrorist hideout was
busted and three Indian
sponsored terrorists be-
longing to Fitna al
Hindustan were suc-
cessfully neutralised,
the ISPR said.

“Weapons, ammu-
nition and explosives
were also recovered from
the [dead] khwarij and
terrorists, who remained
actively involved in nu-
merous terrorist activi-
ties,” the military media
wing said in a statement.

“[The] security
forces of Pakistan are
determined to eliminate
the menace of Indian
sponsored terrorism
from the country and re-
affirm the nation’s unwa-
vering resolve to bring
the perpetrators of ter-
rorism and their facilita-
tors to justice.”
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Balochistan Doesn’t Need New
Buildings—It Needs a Future

Illegal Israeli Attack on Gaza Hospital Sparks
Outcry over Violation of Human Rights

By Samiullah:
In recent years, the Is-
rael-Palestine conflict
has witnessed numer-
ous escalations, result-
ing in the tragic loss of
countless lives and ex-
tensive damage to in-
frastructure. Among
the most shocking in-
cidents in this ongoing
conflict is the illegal
Israeli attack on a hos-
pital in Gaza, which
has sparked interna-
tional outrage and un-
derscores the pressing
need for international
intervention to protect
the most vulnerable
individuals caught in
the crossfire.

dren, the wounded,
and the elderly, were
directly affected by
this grave violation of
international law.
Lives were lost, and
the injured faced dire
circumstances with
limited access to
medical care. More-

over, such actions fur-
ther fuel the cycle of
violence in the region,
making it increasingly
difficult to achieve a
peaceful resolution to
the conflict.

The United Na-
tions and powerful na-
tions must step up and
play a pivotal role in
addressing the Israel-
Palestine conflict. The
concept that “the en-
emy of my enemy is
my friend” has been a
longstanding principle

in international rela-
tions. In this context, it
should translate into a
resolute commitment
to safeguard the rights
and safety of the most
vulnerable. Powerful
nations should exert
diplomatic pressure on
the conflicting parties

in his timeless work
“History of the
Peloponnesian War,”
underscored the im-
portance of rules in
times of war and
peace. He argued that
upholding these rules
is not a sign of weak-
ness but an essential

element of the interna-
tional order. The at-
tack on a hospital in
Gaza stands as a bla-
tant violation of these
principles and under-
scores the necessity of
enforcing them.

To Sum Up:
The illegal Israeli

attack on a hospital in
Gaza serves as a stark
reminder of the tragic
consequences that the
Israel-Palestine con-
flict continues to im-
pose on innocent lives.
It is imperative for the
international commu-
nity to unite in its ef-
forts to promote peace,
protect the most vul-
nerable,  and ensure
the principles of war
and peace are upheld.

As Thucydides
noted, these principles
are not a sign of weak-
ness but the corner-
stone of a just and hu-
mane world order.

It is high time for
the United Nations and
powerful nations to
take proactive mea-
sures to end the suf-
fering and work to-
wards a lasting solu-
tion in the region.

About the
Author:

The author, Mr.
Samiullah, holds an
M.Sc. in International
Relations from Quaid-
i-Azam University in
Islamabad and is also
a law graduate. He
currently serves as the
Public  Relations Of-
ficer for the Ministry
of Information and
Public Relations in
Balochistan. His
unique perspective on
international relations
and conflict resolution
adds depth and author-
ity to this article.

Addressing Poverty and Inequality: A Call for
Sincere Leadership and Perpetual Reforms

By Amjad Rashid:
Poverty and inequality,
much like man-made
disasters, afflict soci-
eties worldwide, in-
cluding Pakistan.
These are not natural

World Bank, and the
UN must prioritize so-
cial and cultural rights
over neoliberal agen-
das, especially as the
global order under-
goes significant decay.

The challenges of
poverty alleviation,
malnutrition, stunted
growth, inadequate
sanitation, and unem-
ployment are perva-
sive across South Asia
and Africa. Collabora-
tive efforts between
these regions, bol-
stered by partnerships
with nations like
China, hold promise in

Without a collective
awakening and a shift
in approach, the cure
will remain elusive.
Moreover, at the inter-
national level, institu-
tions such as the IMF,

addressing these is-
sues. However, reli-
ance on the failing
neoliberal order is fu-
tile; instead, a para-
digm shift towards sus-
tainable solutions is im-

perative.
In Pakistan, the

establishment of ro-
bust local governance
structures with finan-
cial decentralization is
paramount. Political
elites possess a win-
dow of opportunity to
empower local bodies
and enact pro-poor
policies. The Chinese
model serves as a bea-
con of inspiration, dem-
onstrating the efficacy
of such strategies
when implemented ef-
fectively. Regional
connectivity, under-
pinned by a long-term

vision, emerges as a
viable solution. It ne-
cessitates moving be-
yond the romanticized
notions of democracy
and socialism towards
pragmatic approaches

that address our
unique challenges.
Special economic
zones, coupled with
initiatives for youth
development and the
expansion of remit-
tances, offer short-
term relief while per-
petuating reforms to
broaden the tax base
and reduce depen-
dency on electoral poli-
tics.

South Asia, in par-
ticular, requires a con-
certed effort towards
regional connectivity,
resource exploration,
harnessing youth po-

tential, and fostering
transparent gover-
nance free from cor-
ruption. The path for-
ward does not demand
extraordinary intellect
but rather sincere lead-

ership committed to
implementing existing
solutions.

The concept of
Basic Democracy
warrants reevaluation,
with a focus on
strengthening local
bodies to eradicate
poverty and pursue
enduring prosperity
through perpetual re-
forms. It is incumbent
upon all stakeholders
responsible for the
nation’s development
to prioritize this agenda
and steer Pakistan to-
wards a brighter fu-
ture.

Editorial:
The decision to demol-
ish the historic
Balochistan Assembly
building and construct a
new one for Rs. 5 billion
is not just unwise—it is
outrageous. At a time
when the province is
struggling with extreme
poverty, a failing educa-
tion system, and a col-
lapsing healthcare sec-
tor, prioritizing infrastruc-
ture over people’s well-
being raises serious
questions about gover-
nance and leadership.

Balochistan has the
highest child mortality
rate in Asia, with mater-
nal mortality also at
alarming levels. Accord-
ing to the Directorate of
Nutrition Cell, 54% of
children suffer from
stunting, while over 60%
of women are anaemic.
Hidden hunger, a silent
crisis,  is worsening
health conditions, espe-
cially among women.
The province’s female
literacy rate has hit a his-
toric low, and over 3 mil-
lion children remain out
of school. Given these
grim realities, how can

any rational mind justify
spending billions on a
new building while mil-
lions of people suffer
from malnutrition, dis-
ease, and illiteracy?

The existing as-
sembly building is not
just a structure; it is a
part of Balochistan’s
history and culture. It
stands in a secure zone
with ample space to
function effectively.
There is no logical rea-
son to shift it elsewhere.
More importantly, in a
province where re-
sources are scarce, this
massive sum should be
directed towards im-
proving the Human De-
velopment Index (HDI).
Balochistan doesn’t
need more concrete
structures—it needs a
healthy and educated
population capable of
facing the growing glo-
bal challenges.

The priorities of the
government must be
questioned. Should Rs.
5 billion be wasted on a
new assembly building,
or should it be used to
improve healthcare, pro-
vide clean drinking wa-

ter, ensure food security,
and address the devas-
tating impacts of climate
change? The answer is
clear to anyone who val-
ues human lives over
political vanity projects.

Shockingly, most of
the opposition has cho-
sen to remain silent on
this reckless decision—
except for Jamaat-e-
Islami chief Maulana
Hidayat ur Rehman, who
has voiced his opposi-
tion.

This silence is both
disappointing and alarm-
ing. If those who claim
to represent the people
do not stand against
such misplaced priori-
ties, who will?

Balochistan does
not need another build-
ing—it needs a future. It
needs leadership that
understands the
struggles of its people.
It needs investment in its
children, its women, and
its environment.

 If Rs. 5 billion is to
be spent, let it be on hu-
man lives, not on another
structure that adds no
real value to the
province’s future.

phenomena but rather
systemic issues rooted
in human actions and
policies. To eradicate
this disease, national
governments must
craft comprehensive
strategies aimed at
safeguarding future
generations from its
scourge.

In Pakistan, the
onus lies heavily on
our political elite, span-
ning all parties, to rec-
ognize the gravity of
the situation and redi-
rect their efforts to-
wards combating this
man-made affliction.

The Inhuman
Act:

Targeting
Hospitals:

The Impact
of the

Attack:

International
Responsibility:

to adhere to the rules
of war and peace.

War, even when
waged between states
with longstanding con-
flicts, is subject to rules
and conventions. The
fundamental principle
of international hu-
manitarian law is to
protect civilians, in-
cluding the wounded,
children, and the eld-
erly. Hospitals are
meant to be sanctuar-
ies in times of conflict,
places where the in-
jured can receive
medical care without
fear of attack. Yet, the
attack on a hospital in
Gaza flagrantly vio-
lated these principles
and sent shockwaves
through the interna-
tional community.

The repercussions
of the attack on a hos-
pital in Gaza were
catastrophic. Innocent
civilians, including chil-

Thucydides’
Insights:

Rules of War
and Peace:
The ancient Greek

historian Thucydides,
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Pakistani scholar demonstrates Eco-Friendly
dam research at BRI Forum

Campaigh
against

encroachments
in DI Khan
launched

DI KHAN (INP): Act-
ing on public com-
plaints, the Tehsil Mu-
nicipal Administration
(TMA) Dera Ismail
Khan, on Wednesday
has launched a series
of operations to re-
move encroachments
and improve municipal
cleanliness across the
city.

On the directions
of TMO Muhammad
Hanif, Encroachment
Incharge Fahad Khan
Sadozai with TMA
staff removed all tem-
porary encroachments
from Imamia Gate to
Muslim Bazaar, ensur-
ing a clear passage for
citizens. In a similar
action, he also cleared
the route from Fowara
Chowk to Stylo Mar-
ket, restoring smooth
pedestrian and traffic
movement.

Likewise, under
the special instructions
of the TMO, Garden
Supervisor Sani Khan
Chishti supervised ef-
fective cleanliness
work at Liaquat Park
and Insaf Park.

He also oversaw a
dedicated cleaning op-
eration at Central
chowks providing a
cleaner and more
pleasant environment
for the public.

TMO Muhammad
Hanif, while appreciat-
ing the efforts of the
municipal staff, said
that clearing encroach-
ments and ensuring
timely cleanliness was
a top priority of the
administration.

He reaffirmed that
strict action would
continue against illegal
encroachments and
that the municipal team
was fully committed to
providing citizens with
a clean, healthy, and
accessible environ-
ment.

FBR records shortfall of
Rs156b in Sept alone

AIOU signs agreements with
two prominent institutions to

promote education

Govt raises
freight margin
on petroleum

products
ISLAMABAD (INP):
The government re-
vised upward the
freight margins on pe-
troleum products.

According to offi-
cial documents, the
freight margin on
high-speed diesel has
been fixed at Rs6.19
per litre, with an addi-
tional 32 paisa per litre
increase in the extra
margin.

On petrol, the
freight margin has
been raised by Rs2.04
per litre, bringing the
total to Rs8.69 per li-
tre. For kerosene, the
margin has been re-
vised to Rs7.83 per li-
tre after an increase of
2 paisa. In addition, the
government continues
to impose heavy levies
on petroleum prod-
ucts. A Petroleum
Levy (PL) of Rs78.02
per litre on petrol and
Rs77.01 per litre on
diesel remains in place,
alongside a carbon levy
of Rs2.50 per litre on
both fuels.

Margins for dis-
tributors and dealers
also remain signifi-
cant, with Rs7.87 per
litre distributor margin
and Rs8.64 per litre
dealer margin on both
petrol and diesel.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Allama Iqbal Open Uni-
versity (AIOU), on
Wednesday, signed
separate agreements
with two prominent insti-
tutions to promote edu-
cation, research, imple-
ment modern teaching
models and provide new
opportunities in digital
learning.

AIOU signed these
agreements with Alight
Pakistan and Kohat Uni-
versity of Science and
Technology (KUST),
aiming to expand access
to education, empower
the youth and pave new
pathways for academic
development.

Under the agree-
ment with Alight Paki-
stan, both institutions
would jointly design
programs to promote
education, community

development and youth
skill enhancement.

The collaboration
seeks to broaden educa-
tional resources and in-
troduce new initiatives
for societal progress.

Meanwhile,  the
agreement with KUST
focuses on facilitating
access to quality educa-
tion through online and
hybrid learning models.
This partnership in-
cludes joint research,
academic and teaching
exchanges and techni-
cal support for advanc-
ing digital education,
further strengthening
the educational vision
of both institutions.

The signing cer-
emonies saw Dr Tariq
Cheema, Chief Execu-
tive Officer (CEO) of
Alight Pakistan and Pro-
fessor Dr Nasir

Mahmood, Vice Chancel-
lor of AIOU, who repre-
sented their respective
institutions.

Similarly, the agree-
ment with KUST was
signed by Vice Chancel-
lor Professor Dr Syed
Zafar Ilyas and Professor
Dr. Nasir Mahmood.

The ceremonies
were also attended by
the University’s deans,
principal officers and
faculty members.

On this occasion,
Professor Dr Nasir
Mahmood expressed that
AIOU had a
longstanding tradition of
fulfilling its commitments
to research and teaching.

He emphasized that
these agreements would
be implemented effec-
tively to bring the light
of education to every
corner of the country.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan’s tax revenue
witnessed a major set-
back due to the recent
floods, with the Fed-
eral Board of Revenue
(FBR) recording a
shortfall of Rs156 bil-
lion in September
alone.

According to data,
the FBR fell short of
its first-quarter (July–
September) target by
Rs199 billion. Against
the set target of
Rs3,083 billion, collec-
tions stood at Rs2,885
billion during the quar-
ter. During this period,
the FBR also issued
refunds worth Rs157
billion.

In terms of collec-
tions, Rs1,395 billion
came from income
tax, Rs1,130 billion
from sales tax, Rs190

billion from federal
excise duty, and
Rs324 billion from cus-
toms duty.

Sources said that
the floods caused an
estimated loss of at
least Rs60 billion in tax
revenue.

In a separate de-
velopment, the Fed-
eral Board of Rev-
enue night extended
the date for submis-
sion of Income Tax
Returns till October
15, the FBR stated.

The government
taking a major step for
the people has ex-
tended the deadline
for the submission of
the Income Tax Re-
turns for a more 15
days. The FBR has is-
sued a notification in
the regard as well stat-
ing the Income Tax

Returns can be sub-
mitted till October 15.
The FBR sources ap-
prised that as many as
400000 or 0.4 million
people have submitted
the Income Tax Re-
turns.

The tax payers
can swiftly file their
Income Tax Return
through a simple In-
come Tax Return form
available on the FBR
website. Earlier, the
FBR has announced
September 30 as the
last date for the filing
of the Income Tax Re-
turns.

It is pertinent to
mention here that the
Business community
has been demanding
the extension in the
deadline of the filing of
the Income Tax Re-
turns.

US should not pursue "extremist
or forceful politics": Fazl

LAHORE (INP): Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam Pakistan
(JUI-F) chief Maulana
Fazlur Rehman has
criticised US foreign
policy, stating that the
United States should
not pursue "extremist
or forceful politics."

He asserted that
Hamas is a central
stakeholder in the Pal-
estine issue, and ex-
cluding it from negotia-
tions is unrealistic.

Speaking to the
media, Maulana Fazlur
Rehman emphasised
that the Palestinian is-
sue is currently the
most pressing global
concern. He referenced
the founder of Pakistan,
who once described the
creation of Israel as "a

dagger in the back of
the Arab world."

The JUI-F chief
reaffirmed his party's
stance that Israel is an
illegitimate state. He
criticized US President
Donald Trump, accus-
ing him of "imposing
decisions" and con-
demned such
behaviour as neither
ethical nor political.

Maulana Fazlur
Rehman stated that no
solution can be im-
posed on Palestinians,
and any discussion
about a two-state so-
lution must be based on
mutual acceptance,
which currently does
not exist—Israel
doesn't accept Pales-
tine, and vice versa. He

added that the two-state
solution cannot be
forced upon Palestin-
ians.

Drawing a com-
parison with past glo-
bal actions, he ques-
tioned how Saddam
Hussein was executed
over alleged war
crimes, while over
100,000 Palestinians
have been martyred due
to hunger, lack of medi-
cine, and disease—yet
their plight is over-
looked. He called the
United Nations’ speech
referencing Saddam’s
conviction by the Inter-
national Court of Jus-
tice as "regrettable,"
considering the silence
on ongoing Palestinian
suffering.

BEIJING (INP): Areej
Sabir, a Pakistani PhD
candidate from Hohai
University, presented
her innovative research
on sustainable dam
technology at the 3rd
Contest of Dam Safety
Science Popularization
for Belt and Road Initia-
tive (BRI) countries,
Gwadar Pro reported.

The event, hosted
at the Nanjing Hydrau-
lic Research Institute
(NHRI), gathered ex-
perts and scholars from
17 countries including
China, Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Egypt, In-
donesia, and Laos to
advance knowledge
sharing in critical water
infrastructure manage-
ment. The 3rd Contest

of Dam Safety Science
Popularization for Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI)
countries, photo pro-
vided by Center for Re-
search Innovation and
Development (CRID),
Dhaka, Bangladesh

Under the theme
“Better Dams, Better
Life”, the forum facili-
tated discussions on
sustainable water re-
source management, cli-
mate resilience,  and
transboundary water co-
operation.  Areej’s pre-
sentation, “Innovating
Eco-Friendly Dams with
Real-Time Monitoring”,
demonstrated how dam
design can integrate
natural  processes
through simulated sea-
sonal flow patterns.

Her approach aims
to maintain ecological
balance while support-
ing fish migration,
spawning and overall
aquatic biodiversity.

“China leads in
dam engineering, and
this platform provides
crucial knowledge ex-
change opportunities
for BRI nations,” Areej
noted, emphasizing the
importance of integrat-
ing ecological consid-
erations into infrastruc-
ture development.

Reflecting on Paki-
stan-China coopera-
tion, Sabir described
dam safety collabora-
tion as “a cornerstone
of our bilateral partner-
ship”.  She highlighted
that given Pakistan's

significant water security
and energy needs, par-
ticularly through projects
like the Diamer-Bhasha
Dam under China-Paki-
stan Economic Corridor
(CPEC), collaboration
with China’s expert insti-
tutions like NHRI is both
logical and essential.

“This partnership
goes beyond contractor-
client relations; it’s built
on long-term strategic
trust,” she stated.

The knowledge and
technology transfer in
areas such as seismic
safety, sediment manage-
ment and digital monitor-
ing represent the most
valuable aspect of this
collaboration, according
to Areej.

She highlighted that

ISLAMABAD: Parliamentary Secretary for Information and Broadcasting Barrister Daniyal Chaudhry addressing the seminar a
high-level seminar on “Adapting to Climate Change and Flood Management” was held at the National Library.

ISLAMABAD: Naz Khan Acting Country Manager-IFC Pakistan calls on
Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb.

ISLAMABAD:  Speaker National Assembly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq along with Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister, Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar in a meeting with Parliamentary leader of PPP and  PML-N  at Parliament house.

CM Bugti urges youth to
actively confront, defeat
anti-state propaganda

QUETTA (INP): Chief
Minister of Balochistan,
Mir Sarfraz Bugti, on
Tuesday strongly
urged the youth of the
province to actively
confront and defeat
anti-state propaganda
with logic and action,
emphasizing that they
focus heavily on na-
tional resolve and hon-
oring those who sacri-
ficed for peace. The
Chief Minister deliv-
ered his remarks at the
Government Post
Graduate Girls College
Quetta Cantonment dur-
ing the inauguration of
a new block, named af-
ter Shaheed Professor
Nazma Talib, and a mod-
ern auditorium.

Addressing the
ceremony, Chief Minis-
ter Sarfraz Bugti said
that the sacrifices of the
martyrs will never go in
vain. This state belongs
to all of us, and every
individual must play
their pivotal role in its
protection, develop-
ment, he added. He
lauded the courage of
students for standing
firm against terrorists
who seek to shut down
educational and health
facilities.  "The bravery
and determination with
which our daughters
and young people are

standing firm is not only
commendable but a
source of pride for the
nation," Bugti said.

The Chief Minister
paid a special tribute to
Professor Nazma Talib,
who traveled from
Karachi to Quetta out of
a pure spirit of service to
education but was tar-
geted by a cowardly act
of terrorism. He also re-
membered Justice Nawaz
Marri, announcing that
Serena Chowk would be
renamed after Shaheed
Justice Nawaz Marri to
permanently commemo-
rate his sacrifice.

CM Bugti also ad-
dressed the security situ-
ation, acknowledging the
recent successful opera-
tion by security forces in
Quetta. "The nation pays
tribute to our zealous
young men who
promptly acted and sent
the terrorists to hell," he
said. He recognized the
security forces the Army,
Police, FC, Levies, and
general public who have
rendered their lives for
the province’s peace and
development, declaring
them the real heroes of
history. He further said
that ongoing operations
in the Zehri area have
broken the back of the
terrorists, whose screams
are now being heard.
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Seven suspects a
arrested, narcotics and

weapons recovered
BAHAWALPUR (INP): Police ar-
rested seven suspects in separate
operations and recovered narcot-
ics and illegal weapons.

The official sources said a
team from Police Station Khairpur
Tamewali arrested one suspect
and recovered 25 liters of liquor.

Meanwhile, teams from Police
Stations Baghdad-ul-Jadid and
Uch apprehended two suspects
and recovered over three kilo-
grams of hashish.

In another operation, Head
Rajkan Police arrested four ac-
cused, seizing four pistols. Sepa-
rate cases have been registered
against the accused, and investi-
gations are currently underway.

Progress of BRT
Red Line bus project

reviewed
KARACHI (INP): Commis-
sioner of Karachi Syed Hassan
Naqvi here on Wednesday
chaired a meeting to review
the progress of the BRT Red
Line bus project. The meeting
decided to take priority mea-
sures to remove obstacles and
accelerate work on the project,
on its completion by June 2026.

The project, spanning from
Model Colony to Malir Canton-
ment, Safoora , University
Road, and Numaish , is pro-
gressing rapidly. The meeting
reviewed the condition of Uni-
versity Road, which was dam-
aged by recent rains, and de-
cided to initiate immediate re-
pairs. The CEO of Trans
Karachi Fawad Ghaffar as-
sured that the pothole repairs
on University Road would be
completed within a week. The
Commissioner emphasized the
need for priority action to im-
prove University Road, which
has been causing difficulties for
citizens and affecting traffic
flow.  The meeting also noted
that issues related to the use
of storm-water drains for sew-
age lines and issues at other
points on the alternative route
at Masjid Bait-ul-Mukarram
and other locations have been
resolved.

The meeting was attended
among others by the Secretary
Transport, Asad Zamin , CEO
Trans Karachi, Fawad Ghaffar,
COO of Water and Sewerage
Corporation Asadullah KHAN
and representatives from util-
ity organizations including K E
and Sui Gas Water and
sewrage Corportion and other
senior officers of concerned
departments

National Polio
Campaign will begin

on Oct 13
PESHAWAR (INP): The National
Polio Campaign will begin on Oc-
tober 13 with a target of
administring drops to around 45
million children under the age of
five.

Zia-ur-Rehman, Spokesper-
son for Pakistan Polio Eradication
Programme talking to media said
during the campaign, more than
400,000 frontline workers will go
door-to-door to administer polio
drops to target children.

This is an opportunity for
parents to get their children vac-
cinated who are missed due to
floods.

While parents in high-risk
union councils where virus is
found in environmental samples
are also requested to get their chil-
dren vaccinated.

In this campaign, Vitamin A
will also be given along with po-
lio drops during the October cam-
paign to boost children's immu-
nity, Zia disclosed.

Regarding the vaccination of
children above five years of age,
the spokesperson replied that this
is one of the recommendations of
the Technical Advisory Group,
which is currently under consid-
eration between the NEOC and the
provincial EOCs.

UNFPA-Pakistan launches YDI Tool 2025 to
develop PYDI–2026

ISLAMABAD (INP): Punjab
Information Minister Azma
Bokhari on Wednesday under-
scored the need for dialogue
to ensure political stability and
called on the PPP to respect
provincial boundaries in gov-
ernance, stressing that coop-
eration between provinces is
essential for effective admin-
istration.

Speaking exclusively to a
local news channel, Azma
Bokhari said the Punjab pro-
vincial government, under the
active leadership of Chief Min-
ister Punjab is actively helping
flood victims without any out-
side support.

She confirmed Punjab’s

dedication to the rehabilitation
of those affected by floods and
promised that the province will
take full responsibility for man-
aging all flood-related chal-
lenges.

Bokhari made it clear that
Punjab respects other prov-
inces and never interferes in
Sindh’s matters, adding, how-
ever, she accused PPP of in-
volving itself in Punjab’s gov-
ernance. “There is no confu-
sion from our side. We do not
want to create problems. If
PPP wants to help, they should
do it properly and keep away
from our affairs,” she said.

On the issue of flood vic-
tim registration under the

Benazir Income Support
Programme (BISP), Bokhari
explained that the process is
complicated and difficult.

She assured that Punjab
will handle all flood relief in-
dependently and make sure no
victim is left without assis-
tance. She said, “Prime Min-
ister Shahbaz Sharif and
Maryam’ s performance is
putting them in a difficult posi-
tion. Instead of focusing on
their own province, they are
interfering in our affairs.”

In her concluding remarks,
she said, “We want to resolve
issues through dialogue, as
they are part of our allied gov-
ernment.”

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Ministry of Energy (Power
Division) on Wednesday re-
ported significant progress in
restoring electricity across
flood-affected areas, with
most grids and feeders either
fully or partially restored.

According to the
Division’s latest report, a total
of 51 grids and 585 feeders
were impacted nationwide, out
of which 417 feeders have
been fully restored while 165
have been partially re-ener-
gized.

In Faisalabad Electric Sup-
ply Company (FESCO) juris-
diction, 28 grid stations and 81
feeders were impacted.

Of these, 71 feeders have
been fully restored and 10 par-
tially energized. Restoration
work has been successfully
completed in Faisalabad, Toba
Tek Singh, Chiniot and
Mianwali.

Lahore Electric Supply

Company (LESCO) faced dis-
ruption to 67 feeders, of which
66 are now fully restored and
one is partially functional.
Power has already been com-
pletely restored in the districts
of Lahore,

 Nankana Sahib, Okara
and Sheikhupura, while elec-
tricity for the remaining 150
consumers is expected to be
restored by October 2.

In Multan Electric Power
Company (MEPCO) areas,
181 feeders affected.

Some 64 feeders have
been fully restored, while 114
are operational on a partial
basis. Full restoration efforts
will commence as soon as
floodwaters recede in the re-
gion.

The Gujranwala Electric
Power Company (GEPCO)
reported damage to 11 grid sta-
tions and 103 feeders. Out of
these, 102 feeders have been
fully restored, while 1 have

been partially restored.
In Peshawar Electric Sup-

ply Company (PESCO) areas,
90 feeders fully restored and
1 have been partially restored.
Restoration work has been
successfully completed in key
districts, including Swat, Swabi,
and Dera Ismail Khan.

In Tribal Electric Supply
Company (TESCO) areas,
particularly in North
Waziristan and Khyber, 18
feeders were affected. Res-
toration has been completed
on all affected feeders.

Meanwhile, in Sukkur
Electric Power Company
(SEPCO) region 44 feeders
affected. Out of these, 6 feed-
ers have been fully restored,
while 38 have been partially
restored.

The Power Division is
working tirelessly to ensure full
restoration as soon as possible
to bring relief to all affected
areas.

ISLAMABAD, Oct 01 (INP):
The United Nations Population
Fund (UNFPA-Pakistan) on
Wednesday launched the
Youth Development Index
(YDI) Tool 2025, in collabora-
tion with the Prime Minister’s
Youth Program (PMYP) and
SDPI as implementing partner,
to develop the Pakistan Youth
Development Index (PYDI) –
2026 to systematically mea-
sure and track the progress of
youth well-being and develop-
ment in Pakistan.

The YDI Tool 2025 has
been rolled out with the clear
objective to collate the
progress on youth development
for establishing YDI 2026 that
demonstrate Pakistan’s com-
mitment to global frameworks
such as the UN, Common-
wealth, and other international
organizations, said a pres re-
lease.

The Sustainable Develop-
ment Policy Institute (SDPI),
as implementing partner of
PMYP and UNFPA will ex-
tend secretariat support to
PYDI Technical Working
Group (TWG) to finalize YDI
Tool along with finalizing the
pre-testing methodology, valid-

ity of tool, data collection in-
strument, weighting of do-
mains and indicators, assess-
ing data availability and ensur-
ing their suitability for the Pa-
kistan Youth Development In-
dex.

The Youth Development
Index (YDI) is a composite
measure developed by the
Commonwealth Secretariat to
assess the multi-dimensional
progress of young people aged
15–29.

YDI measures the multi-
dimensional progress of youth
across various sectors, includ-
ing education, employment,
health, civic participation and
political engagement.

Speaking on the occasion,
Dr. Muhammad Ali Malik,
Deputy Secretary to the Prime
Minister, emphasized the ur-
gent need for the Pakistan
Youth Development Index
(PYDI), highlighting the
country’s unique demographic
profile.

According to the 2023
Census, nearly 68% to 70% of
Pakistan’s population is under
the age of 30, equivalent to al-
most three out of every four
Pakistanis.

Dr. Malik underscored that
if the immense potential of this
youth population is effectively
harnessed through a conducive
environment, Pakistan can
reap a powerful demographic
dividend by turning its youth
into a national asset. Con-
versely, failure to address
youth needs could give rise to
serious social challenges, in-
cluding radicalization and ex-
tremism.

He explained that the Pri-
mary objective of the PYDI is
to establish measurable indica-
tors of youth empowerment
and progress, enabling perfor-
mance assessment, identifica-
tion of gaps, and the definition
of success in quantifiable
terms.

These insights will serve
as a roadmap for effective
government interventions.

Reflecting on the Youth
Development Index (YDI)
2021, Dr. Malik noted that lim-
ited data availability posed sig-
nificant challenges, leading to
compromises in indicators and
reliance on qualitative methods.
With a stronger foundation
now in place, the new PYDI
will build on this progress.

RAWALPINDI (INP): Security
forces gunned down 10 Indian-
sponsored terrorists in an intelli-
gence-based operation (IBO) in
the Gazaband on the outskirts of
Quetta on Wednesday.

The sources added that a
joint IBO was conducted on in-
formation about the presence of
India-backed terrorists, and the
militants were neutralised after an
intense exchange of fire which
also injured two security person-
nel.

A large number of weapons
and explosives were also recov-
ered from the killed terrorists.

The operation comes a day
after terrorists carried out a sui-
cide attack near the FC headquar-
ters in the provincial capital, re-
sulting in 11 fatalities.

Two Frontier Corps person-
nel were among those martyred
and more than 20 sustained inju-
ries in the blast.

The explosion was followed
by intense gunfire, sparking
chaos and fear across the area.

Security sources said that
the blast was a suicide bombing
carried out using an explosives-
laden vehicle by Indian-spon-
sored terrorists dressed as FC
personnel.

They said that a terrorist
drove the vehicle into the FC
headquarters, while five other
terrorists attempted to storm in-
side the building's premises.

However, all six terrorists,
including the suicide bomber,
were killed as a result of swift
action by security forces, the
sources said. A clearance opera-
tion was also underway, they
added.

The attack came against the
backdrop of increased terrorist
attacks in the country with terror
incidents surging by 74% in Au-
gust, compared to July, as per a
report by the Pakistan Institute
for Conflict and Security Studies
(PICSS). The Islamabad-based
think tank recorded 194 fatalities
from militant attacks during the
month.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Islamabad Traffic Police (ITP)
has warned that after the ex-
tended deadline of October 7,
strict action will be taken
against anyone driving without
a valid license, including arrest
and impounding of vehicles.

The Chief Officer of the
Islamabad Traffic Police while
speaking to a local news chan-
nel explained that the authori-
ties have made it clear that
strict measures will be en-
forced against those driving
without a valid license after the
extended deadline of October
7, warning that offenders will
be subject to legal action in-
cluding detention and confisca-
tion of their vehicles as part of
efforts to curb unlawful driv-
ing practices in the city.

In addition to legal penal-
ties, officials have also an-
nounced that individuals found
driving without a license will be
ineligible to receive character
certificates until they obtain a
valid driving license. This
move aims to discourage unli-

censed driving by linking it to
broader legal and administra-
tive consequences.

The Islamabad Traffic
Police urges all drivers to
comply with the licensing re-
quirements before the dead-
line to avoid facing these strict
penalties. The authorities em-
phasize that these measures
are necessary to improve road
safety and maintain law and
order in the city.

The Islamabad Traffic
Police (ITP) has expanded its
services at facilitation centers
to accommodate the increased
demand for driving licenses, he
said, adding that this includes
longer operating hours and the
deployment of mobile units to
make the licensing process
more accessible for citizens
across the city.

Authorities emphasized
that the focus goes beyond im-
posing penalties; it is about en-
hancing road safety and re-
ducing unlicensed driving, a
major cause of accidents in
the capital.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Crucial de-
cisions have emerged from the
ongoing economic negotiations
between the Government of Paki-
stan and the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF).

The IMF has given Pakistan
a deadline until 2031 to completely
eliminate the circular debt in the
power sector. As part of this
agreement, Pakistan is required to
maintain zero growth in circular
debt flow each year moving for-
ward.

According to sources, the
government has decided to in-
crease the transition levy on cap-
tive power plants. A 10% levy will
be imposed on captive power
plants in the current fiscal year,
which will increase to 15% from
January 2026. The government ex-
pects to generate PKR 105 billion
in revenue during the current fis-
cal year from off-grid captive

power plants alone.
During a briefing to the IMF

delegation, the government re-
vealed that the recent floods
have caused PKR 370 billion in
damages to the national
economy.

The floods resulted in the
deaths of 1,006 people and in-
jured 1,063 across the country.
Additionally, 12,569 houses,
2,130 kilometers of roads, and 248
bridges were destroyed.

The briefing further dis-
closed that 866 water facilities,
1,098 educational institutions,
and 128 health centers were af-
fected. The agriculture sector
alone suffered a loss of PKR 155
billion, of which PKR 87 billion
was due to damage to key crops.

Approximately 3.26 million
acres of agricultural land were
impacted, and 11,000 livestock
animals perished.

ISLAMABAD: Acting President Syed Yousuf Raza Gillani in a meeting with the Ambassador of the
Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, Dr. Jemal Beker Abdullah at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

HYDERABAD : Vice Chancellor of LUMHS  Prof. Dr Ikram Din Ujjan Inauguration
state-of-the-art Microbiology Laboratory LUMHS Hyderabad.

ISLAMABAD - Chief Justice of Pakistan Yahya Afridi along with Judges off Supreme Court and Federal Minister for Information
Technology and Telecommunication Shaza Fatima Khawaja witnessing MoU signing ceremony between Law& Justice Commission
of Pakistan and the National Information Technology Board (NITB) for the Development of the NJAC Dashboard. Faisal iqbal ratyal
CEO NITB and Syeda Tanzeela Sabahat Secretary LJCP sign the document during a ceremony held at Supreme Court of opakistan.

ISLAMABAD:  Federal Minister for Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety, Syed Imran Ahmed Shah was called on by the Ambassador
of Republic of Turkiye Irfan Neziroglu today to discuss possible Collaboration in Social Sector.


