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Police say protesters

dispersed in Muridke;
SHO martyred, 3TLP
workers killed in clash

Rebelhon, Walkout, Victory:
Sohail Afridi’s Blg Day

Monitoring Desk:
PESHAWAR: Ina major
political development,
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) leader Sohail Afridi
has been elected as the
new Chief Minister of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP), following an as-
sembly session over-
shadowed by opposition
protests and uncertainty
over Ali Amin
Gandapur’s resignation.

According to KP
Assembly  Speaker
Babar Saleem Swati,
Sohail Afridi secured 90
votes out of the 145-
member provincial as-
sembly, comfortably
crossing the required
‘majority of 73 votes.

‘The opposition par-
ties, including JUI-F,
PML-N, and PPP, boy-
cotted the session and
did not receive a single
vote.

Speaker Swati an-
nounced that Maulana
Lutfur Rehman (JUI-F),
Sardar Shah Jehan
Yousaf (PML-N), and
Arbab Zarak Khan (PPP)
failed to gain any sup-
port, while three members
were reported to be
abroad.

Following the an-
nouncement, the assem-
bly echoed with loud
chants of “Sohail Afridi
Zindabad” as PTI law-
makers celebrated what
they called a “historic
viclory for Imran Khan’s
vision in Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa.”
A Worker From
the Tribal Belt
Becomes Chief

Minister
In his first address
as Chief Minister, Sohail
Afridi expressed deep
gratitude to PTI founder
Imran Khan,

crediting him for
nominating “a simple
party worker from a
middle-class  back-

ground” instead of
someone from a political
dynasty.

“Neither Bhutto,
Zardari, nor Sharifis
tached to my name,”
Afridi said proudly, em-
phasizing his roots in
the tribal districts.

He said that for 78

years, the people of the
tribal areas were stereo-
typed as backward or ex-
pendable, but Imran
Khan recognized their
potential and gave them
representation.
“No matter how
much I thank Imran
Khan, it will never be
enough,” Afridi re-
marked, adding that

its dominance despite
leadership transitions
Sohail Afridi’s appoint-
ment symbolizes Imran
Khan’s populist strat-
egy, empowering loyal
grassroots  workers
rather than traditional
elites.

Political analysts
believe this decision will
strengthen PTT's narra-
tive of bilit;

tribal ties
across KP are celebrat-
ing his victory and
thanking PTI for giving
them a voice.

in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa
The hyber
Pakhtunkhwa Assembly
clection marks a signifi-
cant shift in provincial
politics, as PTI reaffirms

meritocracy,
and representation
of the tribal belt —a re-

gion historically over-
Tooked by mainstream
politics.

Afridi vowed to
continue Imran Khan’s
vision of good gover-
nance, justice, and de-
velopment in KP, prom-
ising to “end the sense
of deprivation” among
tribal communities.

Pakistan
Reopens Chaman
Border Route for Afghan
Refugees’ Return

Sardar Muhammad
Khondai,
News Desk:
CHAMAN
BALOCHIQTAN
: Breaking News:
The Government of
Pakistan has offi-
cially reopened the
Chaman  border
crossing to facilitate
the return  of
stranded  Afghan
refugees amid ongo-
ing Pakistan-Af-
ghanistan border
s, according
ity and local

sources.
Hundreds of Afghan
nationals had been
stranded at the Pak-
Afghan border in
Chaman, a key bor-

der city in
Balochistan, after
the closure of the
Bab-e-Dosti Gate
disrupted movement
and trade.

The decision was
made after tribal el-
ders, including Qari
Aslam,

Alam  Yar, Haji
Aminullah Khan
Noorzai, and other
prominent figures,
met with senior
Frontier Corps (FC)
officials and re-
quested humanitar-

¢ for the

According lo officials,
the Chaman cross-
ing has been re-
opened only for Af-

ghan repatriation,
while the main trade
and  pedestrian
routes will remain
temporarily closed.
“This limited reopening
aims to case the hu-
manitarian crisis
while ensunng bor-
der security,” said a
security source.
Meanwhile, tribal el-
ders have confirmed
they are in constant
communication with
Pakistani authorities
to ensure the full re-
opening of the Pak-
Afghan border for
trade, travel, and hu-
manitarian activities
in the near future.
The Chaman border,
one of Pakistan’s

most strategic bor-
der crossings with
Afghanistan,

plays a vital role in
cross-border trade,
humanitarian aid,
and refugee move-
ment between the
two countries.

The closure of the Pa-
kistan-Afghanistan
border came after
Taliban  forces
launched an unpro-
voked attack on Pa-

kistani border
check-posts,  to
which  Pakistan

gave abefitting mili-
tary response, re-
porledly capturing

s ac
ﬁonller

Tragic Accident in Pishin:
Tractor-Trolley Falls into
Gorge, 3 Dead and 26 Injured

Tragic Accident in Pishin:
Tractor-Trolley Falls into
Gorge, 3 Dead and 26 Injured

Asmat Hanafi
PISHIN : A tragic
accident occurred in

c mountainous arca
of Karto, Pishin, when
a tractor-trolley’s
brakes failed, causing
itto plunge intoa deep
gorge. The accident
left three people dead
and 26 others injured.
According to rescue
sources, the deceased
have been identified as

Malik

Khan, and Fauji. Their
bodies were shifted to
May Adda, while the
injured were taken to
DHQ Hospital Pishin
fur ﬁrst ald Due to

Quetta for advanced

ev-
eral of the injured
were later referred to

medical t;
Eyewitnesses  re-
ported that the acci-

dent occurred when
the tractor lost control
while moving up a

steep slope after its

brakes failed. Police
have launched an in-
vestigation into the in-
cident.

Balochistan High Court Confirms
Aimal Wali Khan’s Senate

Victory as Legal and Transparent

Khan, Advocate Olas

Staff Reporter:
The Balochistan High
Court has upheld the
election victory of Sena-
tor Aimal Wali Khan, de-
claring his Senate seat
legal, valid, and in full
compliance with consti-
tutional and electoral
laws.
A tw by

tailed verdict will be re-
leased later.

ANP Balochistan
President, Asghar Khan
Achakzai and Mabat
Kaka, the Secretary Gen-
eral welcomed the judg-
ment and termed it a le-
gal victory for the party.

Senator Aimal Wali
Khan was r d

Yar Khan, and members
of the Malgaray
Waukalan (Progressive
Lawyers Forum).

The ruling marks a
significant legal and po-
litical victory for Aimal
Wali Khan and the
Awami National Party
(ANP). reinforcing hi

bench, led by Justice
Kamran Malakhail, heard
the case filed by

Muhammad Ali Kanrani,
who had challenged
Aimal Wali Khan’s Sen-
ate election on proce-
dural and legal grounds.

comuluhona] electoral,
and legal requirements
were duly fulfilled during
the election proces:

The petition was dis-
missed, and the court
announced that a de-

by Advocate Sangeen
i B

X i
legitimacy in Pakistan’s
- o

Police say protesters dspesed

Senate and strengthen-
ing the party’s position
in Balochistan’s political
landscape.

Observers note that
this verdict will boost
confidence in Pakistan’s
judicial system, as the
Balochistan High Court
reaffirmed the transpar-
ency and legality of the
Senate election process.

in Muridke; SHO martyred, 3
TLP workers killed in clash

NEWS DESK: Tehreek-
i-Labbaik Pakistan (TLP)
protesters, who had
camped at Muridke after
authorities blocked their
route to Islamabad by
digging up trenches,
were dispersed on Mon-
day after clashing with
law enforcement person-
nel, according to police.

Authorities moved
to close roads and
‘motorways again in and
around Lahore and
Islamabad — which had
started reopening on
Sunday — after the de-
velopment as panic
spread among citizens
about the potential out-
come of the clash. Mean-
while, some schools in
Islamabad also closed
carlier than usual.

The TLP, which be-
gan its protest march in
Lahore on Friday, was
planning to reach
Islamabad and stage a
demonstration in sup-
port of Gaza and Pales-
tine outside the US em-
bassy. On Sunday, law
enforcement agencies,
including Pakistan Rang-
ers (Punjab) and large
contingents of police
from five districts, were
dispatched to Muridke
and reportedly sur-
rounded TLP protest
camp, in what appeared
to be preparations for a

L. =
large-scale operation.

A senior police offi-
cial, who wished to re-
main anonymous, con-
firmed to Dawn.com to-
day that police action to
disperse the protesters
from Muridke started at
3am and lasted for six
hours.

Punjab Inspector
General of Police (IGP)
Dr Usman Anwar con-
firmed to Dawn.com that
TLP chief Saad Rizvi had
neither been arrested
nor m_]ured in this
morning’s clash.

Earlier, Punjab po-
lice spokesperson
Mubashir Hussain said
a police station house
officer (SHO) was
martyred during the
clash and three TLP
workers were killed.

Separately, the
Punjab police also
posted on X about an
SHO’s martyrdom in *“fir-
ing by armed groups” in

trict where Muridke is
located. The police,
however, did not name
the TLP.

The statement on X
said Sheikhupura Fac-
tory Area Station House
Officer (SHO) Shehzad
Nawaz had lost his life
in the line of duty while
trying to maintain order
and protecting peoples’
lives and properties.

Hussain said 48 law
enforcement personnel
were injured in the clash,
17 of whom sustained
bullet wounds, while
eight citizens also suf-
fered injuries. He further
stated that a passerby
was alsokilled in the in-
cident.

Punjab police later
posted on X that the in-
jured law enforcement
personnel were being
provided medical treat-
ment.

Hussain

main-

tained that as law en-
forcement personnel
moved to disperse the
protesters, TLP mem-
bers attacked them with
stones, batons with
nails lodged in them and
“petrol bombs”. They
later opened fire, he al-
leged, adding that lives
were lost during the fir-

g “Law enforcement
personnel had to initiate
limited action in their de-
fence,” Hussain said,
further accusing the TLP
protesters of setting 40
government and private
vehicles on fire.

He said police had
also arrested several
protesters. Authorities
have been arresting TLP
activists since their pro-
lesl began on Friday last

Meanwl-ule Lahore
Deputy Inspector Gen-
eral (DIG) Operations
Faisal Kamran had told
the media on Saturday
that 112 police person-
nel had been injured un-
til then since the start of
the protest.

Earlier today, vid-
cos allegedly showing
clashes between the
TLP and police, with im-
ages showing burnt ve-
hicles and smoke filling
the air, were circulating
on social media.
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Balochistan’s Climate Fund — A
Lifeline Against Growing Disasters

and environmental gov-
ernance, should be a top
priority.

The provincial
government’s commit-
ment to reforms in gov-
ernance, education, and
healthcare is commend-
able, but the climate
emergency must remain
at the center of its devel-
opment agenda. Without
climate resilience, all

Editori:

Balochistan has
taken a historic and
timely step by establish-
ing its first-ever Climate
Fund, a move that sig-
nals the province’s rec-
ognition of the existen-
tial threat posed by glo-
bal warmingand climate
change. In his recent
meeting with British
High Commissioner Jane

communities, and deep-
ens poverty.
Stop Deforestation
The Climate Fund,
ifimplemented transpar-
ently and effectively,
has the potential to be-
come a lifeline for mil-
lions.

It can provide the
financial base for disas-
ter preparedness, early
warning systems, refor-

Marriott, Chief Minister ~estation, water manage- ~ other reforms risk being
Mir Sarfraz Bugti rightly ment, and community ~washed away by the next
underscored the ur- resilience projects. flood or crippled by the

next drought.

Balochistan has
shown leadership by
creating this Climate
Fund.

gency of mobilizing re-
sources to safeguard
communities from natu-
ral calamities that are
growing in frequency
and intensity.

Floods In Bunair

The tragic flash
floods in the Bunair area
of Khyber
Pukhtoonkhwa this
month, which claimed
precious human lives,
are a grim reminder of
Pakistan’s extreme vul-
nerability. The province
sits on a fragile ecolo,
cal and seismic zone —
prone not only to floods
but also to recurring
droughts, earthquakes,
and the looming threat
of desertification. Each

Equally important, it can
build trust between the
government and people
by showing that saved
resources — like the Rs.
14 billion curtailed from
non-developmental ex-
penditures — are being
invested in protecting
lives and livelihoods.
The Battle Cannot Be
Fought Alone
However, climate
change is nof a battle
that Balochistan can
fight alone. Partner-
ships with international
allies, such as the
United Kingdom, are
essential in bringing
technical expertise, in-
novative solutions, and
funding support. Train-
ing local institutions,
particularly in areas like
disaster management

The next step is to
ensure that it does not
become another
underutilized policy ini-
tiative. Effective moni-
toring, independent
oversight, and commu-
nity involvement will be
key to making it a suc-
cess.

In the face of global
warming, every delay
carries a cost in human
lives and economic sta-
bility. The Chief Minis-
ter must now take all
possible steps to trans-
late the promise of the
Climate Fund into tan-
gible protections for the
people of Balochistan.

disaster further strains
an already fragi

inf
structure, displaces

Neither Capitalism nor

Aziz ur Rehman
h:

gha

The Cold War
may have ended, but
the ideological clash
between Capitalism
and Communism con-
tinues to shape global
politics, economics,
and international rela-
tions. Even today, glo-
bal alliances reflect
these old ideological
divisions. However,
both Capitalist and
Communist systems
have failed to manage
political and socio-eco-
nomic affairs effec-
tively. One system
suppresses personal
freedom; the other
deepens inequality.
Both carry serious
structural flaws that
make them unsuitable
for modern societies.
This calls for a new,
balanced approach —
one found in the Is-
lamic socio-economic
andpolitical philosophy,
which follows a middle
path between the two
extremes.

The Flaws
Communism

Communism lies
at one extreme of the
ideological spectrum.
It suppresses indi-
vidual freedoms such
as speech, press, and
trade.

Historical ex-
amples from Maoist
China during the Cul-
tural ~ Revolution
(1966-1976) show
how intellectual ex-
pression was crushed
— books and music
not aligned with party
ideology were banned,
and private libraries
were destroyed. Simi-
larly, in the USSR, any
deviation from party
thought was treated as
a crime.

Economically,

of

Communism

Communism elimi-
nates private property
and discourages entre-
preneurship. Without
personal incentive, in-
dividuals lose motiva-
tion to innovate and
work for economic
growth. As a result,
this system hampers
development and lim-
its prosperity. The se-
vere restrictions on

while exploiting the
working class. Under
Capitalism, profit takes
precedence  over
people — workers are
overburdened, and
cthical values are of-
ten sacrificed for in-
dustrial gains.
Furthermore,

Capitalism’s obsession
with rapid industrializa-
tion and profit maximi-

NEITHER

CAPITALISM
NOR COMMUNISM

=

THE ISLAMIC MIDDLE PATH

exploitation. Together,
these principles foster
economic justice, so-
cial cohesion, and sus-
tainable development.
Conclusion
Neither Capital-
ism nor Communism
ever, offers a bal- provides a complete
anced socio-economic - solution to humanity’s
philosophy that har- political and economic
monizes justice, free- challenges. Both con-
dom, and social wel- tain inherent flaws —

A Balanced Approach

Both Capitalism
and Communism fail
because they repre-
sent extremes — one
suffocates freedom,
the other breeds in-
equality. Islam, how-

fare.

The Islamic eco-
nomic system allows
private ownershlp and
business freedom, but
regulates them
through moral and le-
gal checks. The obli
gation of Zakat (char-
ity)  redistributes
wealth, preventing
concentration in the
hands of a few. Mean-
while, the prohibition
of Riba (usury) en-
sures financial fair-
ness and di

zation has led to envi-
ronmental destruction,

basic rights and free-
doms make Commu-
nism uns nable in  resource depletion, and
modern nation-states. climate crises.

The Problems It prioritizes
with Capitalism wealth accumulation

On the other end over sustainability.
lies Capitalism, which These internal contra-
has enabled just 1% of ~dictions — growing
the world’s population  inequality, moral de-
to control more wealth cay, and ecological
than the remaining harm — make Capi-
99% combined. This talism an unfit model

em inherently pro- for an equitable,
motes economic in- tainable society.
equality, empowering Thcl amic Socio-
elite industrialists

one curtails human
freedom, the other de-
stroys soclal equality.
lamic socio-
economic model, how-
ever, offers the ideal
middle path— balanc-
ing individual rights
with collective wel-
fare. With its emph:
sis on justice, equality,
and moral responsibi
ity, Islam presents the
most sustainable and
humane political and
economic philosophy
for the modern world.

Artificial Intelligence Just Taklng Baby Steps

for the balance of
power. Hence, like
nuclear weapons, Al
will further worsen se-
curity dilemmas if used
for the purpose of war.
Al is a Major
hreat to Human Cre-
ativity
Creativity is a
unique characteristic of
human beings due to
which they bring devel-
opment, prosperity,
modernization, and
easiness in their lives.
But man-made intelli-
gence is growing so

misinformation is a
major issue. The intro-
duction of generative
Al into public space
has further worsened
the predicament of in-
formation flow.
Through generative
Al deep fakes are gen-
erated. These deep
fakes are difficult to
judge, as original or
fake, for a person who
has no knowledge of
Al The deep fakes can
be an image, a video,
or a voice note. Re-
cently, in Slovakia’s
2023 elections, a fake
voice of a party’s
leader and a journalist
was shared on social
media, in which they
were mlkmg about pur-
chasing votes from the
poor population. This
voice badly reduced
the vote bank of that
party during elections.
Another example of
the deep fakes that cre-
ated uncertainty was
pictures of the former
US president, Donald
Trump’s arrest, which
provoked his
supporter’s  senti-
ments against the state.
Therefore, if the use of
generative Al is left un-
checked, bad actors in
society will use it for
their own purposes
and spread wrong in-
formation.

AT’s use in War

Using Al for the
purpose of Al will have
ferocious results. Be-
cause Al unlike hu-
mans has no fear,
doesn’t commit mis-
takes, doesn’t get tired,
and has no mercy. So,
it can fight much bet-
ter than a soldier. Thus,
Countries are trying to
develop Al fighters,
robots, and drones for
the maximization of
power. This will at-
tract the attention of
their rival countries to
build Al war machines

Syed Muhammad
Qaseem:
Artificial
Intelligence(Al) is the
simulation of human in-
telligence in computer
systems. In simple
words, Al enables ma-
chines to perform
tasks that require hu-
man intelligence. Those
tasks can be learning
from past experiences,
solving problems, and
making predictions
based on provided data.
Until now, Al has just
started taking baby
steps but it is growing

at a much rapid rate.
Every invention
had various positive
and negative impacts
on human civilization.
According to Google’s
CEO, Sundar Pichai
“Al will have a more
profound impact on
human beings than
fire, electricity, and the
internet”. This innov:
tion also has both po:
tive and negative im-
pacts on human beings.
If it is left unchecked
it will have adverse im-
pacts on human cre-
ativity, the job market,
and the flow of infor-
mation. However, the
positive use of Al will
bring major advance-
ments in medical s
ence, education, agri-
culture, etc. In the fol-
lowing paragraphs, the
impacts of Al on hu-
mans are described.
Negative Impacts

rapidly that it has posed
a grave threat to the
creativity of God’s hu-
mankind. With only a
few clicks and in some
seconds, an Al pro-
gram can write a book,
a novel, a poem, an as

signment and an article.
Furthermore, it can
sing a song, draw a
painting, solve a prob-
lem, and make a predic-
tion. On the other side,
it takes much effort and
time for a human to do

Alis a technologi-
cal tool and its use can
be both positive and
negative, although, it is
in the hands of human
beings on how to use
it. Following are some
negative impacts of Al
on humans.

Deep Fakes
Through Generative
AL

In the age of infor-
mation technology,

all these tasks. Due to
the lazy and comfort-
seeking nature of hu-
man beings, now they
mostly rely on Al to
perform these tasks.
With the passage of
time Al is learning more
skills and human’s reli-
ance on Al is further in-
creasing. This increase
in reliance on Al will
cause the death of cre-
ativity in humans.
Aland Job Market
“ Al is coming to
take your job”, this
news was seen on

many news platforms
when ChatGPT was
launched in Nov 2022.
As stated earlier, Al is
efficient and less time-
consuming in perform-
ing a task. Therefore,
it has made millions of
people jobless in almost
every field, whether
they are hotel waiters,
drivers, journalists,
software engineers and
content writers etc. Al-
driven cars neither
cross the speed limit

Humans remain
curious to predict
things or the outcome
of events. If data is fed
to an Al it can find
patterns in that data,
and based on those pat-
terns it can give pre-
dictions. For example:
Al can predict election
results, market demand
for a product, predict
weather etc. In the US
2020 presidential elec-
tions, an Al model was
trained to predict the
outcome of elections.
Tweets and Facebook
posts were fed to the
model from which AT
separated positive and
negative sentiments
about former US
President Trump and
current US President
Joe Biden. Based on the
high number of posi-
tive sentiments, the Al
model predicted that
Trump would win the
elections, and he won.
So, humans can take
advantage of this fea-
ture of Al and can reap
its benefits.

Boosting Agricul-
ture Through AT

Pakistan is an ag-
riculture-based coun-
try, and enhancing the
agriculture sector will
boost the country’s
economic  perfor-
mance. Al can increase
agricultural production
by predicting the best
time to cultivate and
harvest a crop. It is
also capable of identi-
fying soil conditions,
plant diseases, weather

nor have sleep prob-
lems, consequently,
companies are manu-
facturing Al-driven
cars to avoid road ac-
cidents. Journalists and
content writers de-
mand huge salaries for
their work, while,
ChatGPT is a free Al
app that can do the
same tasks freely and
quickly. More interest-
ingly, Al will replace its

positively.

AT can Revolu-
tionize the Medical
Field Al along with syn-
thetic biology can
transform the world
shaped until now. Al
and synthetic biology
can eradicate debilitat-
ing diseases, and find
treatments for
pandemics, thus pro-
viding health benefits.
Al has also made a lot
of achievements in the
field of surgery. Last
year, an Al robot per-
formed a successful

soil fertility and water
needs. To sum up,
equipping agriculture
with Al systems will
boost agricultural pro-
duction and prevent
heavy water losses.

Recommendations
for the Pakistani Gov-
ernment

The world has en-
tered into the race of Al
development. Fortu-
nately, Pakistan has a
huge human resource,
but making them skil
ful in the field of Al'is
a hard task to do. All
provincial govern-
ments should include
Al in the school cur-
riculum. There should
be an Al portal for stu-
dents, from where
they can get updates
about Al developments
around the globe and
jobs announced by the
government. Further-
more, universities must
be directed to increase
practical work in Al
rather than theoretical.

Conclusion

In conclusion, AT
nevertheless advanta-
geous, poses a grave
threat to human civili-
zation. If Al is left un-
checked, it can spread
misinformation
through deep fakes,
worsen the status quo
of security dilemmas,
cause the death of hu-
man creativity, and take
jobs. So, all countries
should sit on a single
platform and form
laws to control the de-
velopment and intro-

w
founders(Software
Engineers) who devel-
oped Al as Al can write

egg surgery in which
the inner layer of an egg
was stitched. Addition-

code and find errors in
it. To sum up, Al has
much potential to re-

place the human ally, an Al Chatbot can forecasts, and when duction of Al tools in
workforce. also prescribe medi- plants need to be irri- public space. In addi-
Positive Impacts cines and treatment for gated. Morcover, Al tion, Al companies

of Al

Along with nega-
tive impacts, Al can
also be advantageous
for humans if used for
welfare purposes. In and people will take nu-
the following para- merous benefits from
graphs, some advan- it.

tages of Al are de-
scribed if Al is used

should include a water-
mark to the content
generated through Al
to cope with misinfor-
mation. In the end, Al
will be more hazardous
if it gets consciousness
and moves physically
freely without being
dependant on humans.

a disease based on the
provided symptoms. In
the coming years, Al
will further advance it-
selfin the medical field

can analyze the
market’s supply and
demand chain. AT will
be efficient in saving
the loss of water dur-
ing irrigation. Sec-
ondly, it will provide a
suitable environment
for the plants to grow
through maintaining

Prediction Based
on Provided Data
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Finance Minister leaves for US to participate IMF, WB meetings

ISLAMABAD (INP):

North Africa and Paki-
stan (MENAP) countries
platform. He will address
MENAP forum as a key-
note speaker.

He will also partici-

He will meet World
Bank President Ajay
Banga in person and will
also attend a dinner for
Finance Ministers of se-
lected countries at Ajay

During his visit, the
Finance Minister will
represent Pakistan at the
plenary meetings of IMF
and World Bank.

Muhammad

Finance  Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb
has left for the United

ates to participate in
the annual meetings of

US think tanks, including
the Atlantic Council and
the Peterson Institute of
International Economics

national Development
Finance Corporation
(DFC).

During the visit, the
Finance Minister will
also meet with officials
from global credit rat-

Minister's meetings with
top White House offi-
cials are also part of the
schedule.

He will meetwith the
Chairman of Financial
Services Committee of

their tax reforms.

The Finance Min-
ister will also attend two
important events orga-
nized by World Eco-
nomic Forum (WEF).

uring the visit,

Muhammad
Aurangzeb's schedule
also includes meetings

International Monetary Aurangzeb will meet Banga's special invita- pate in  regional
Fund and World Bank.  with senior officials of tion. FBR's digi-
the IMF, World Bank, In- The Finance Minis-  tal transformation orga-

ternational Finance Cor- ter will also meet IMF  nized by the World Bank.

more than sixty-five poration (IFC)and Mul- Managing Director In the roundtable, apart
events, forums, ceremo-  tilateral Investment Kristalina Georgievaon fromFBR officials, tax au-
nd meetings dur- Guarantee ~Agency the sideline of the G24  thorities from other coun-

. (MIGA) and at Middle East, tries will also highlight

ongress.
Finance Minister

ings agencies, commer-
cial banks,

pecially the in-
vestment banks from
the Middle East.
ince Min-
ister will visit leading

will meet with his coun-
terparts from China, the
United Kingdom, Saudi
Arabia, Turkiye, and
Azerbaijan.
The

with leading members of
the Pakistani community
and giving interviews to
selected international
and US media represen-
tatives.

will also meet with senior
officials from the US De-
partments of State and
Treasury and the Inter-

Finance

Pakistan Army wins gold
at Exercise Cambrian Patrol
2025 in the UK: ISPR

NEWS DESK: A these teams, [the]
Pakistan Army team Pakistan ~ Army’s
won the gold medal at team, led by Captain
Exercise Cambrian Muhammad Saad,
Pat-rol-2025, showed exceptional
held in Wales performance in the
from October 3-13, exercise and [was
according to a state- awarded with the
ment from the gold medal,” the
military’s media wing. ISPR said.

The Inter-Ser- “It is indeed a
vices Public Relations proud moment for the
(ISPR) said that the whole nation and
exercise retained its [the] Pakistan Army,

which is known for its
professionalism and
highest standards of
training,” the statement
added.

“Pakistan Army
has always held [the]
country’s flag high and
will keep endeavouring
in future as well.”

Pakistan also won
the gold medal at the
exercise last year and
in2015,2016and 2017.

demanding profes-
sional standards,
where patrols from
militaries across the
globe move tactically
across 60 kilometres of
inhospitable terrain
within 48 hours, com-
pleting specialised
tasks.

“This year, 137
teams from 36 Coun-
tries participated in the
exercise and out of all

[ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zardari with outgoing
[Hawkins, who paid a farewell call at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

Trump may approve Tomahawks
for Ukraine if Russia continues war

'WASHINGTON (INP):
US President Donald
Trump said he may of-
fer long-range Toma-
hawk missiles that could
be used by Kyiv if Rus-
sian President Vladimir
Putin does not end the
war in Ukraine.

Trump told report-
ers aboard Air Force
One as he flew to Israel
that he and Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskiy discussed
Zelenskiy's request for
weaponry, including
Tomahawks. ~They
spoke by phone on Sat-
urday and Sunday.

Tomahawk missiles
have arange 0f2,500 km
(1,550 miles), long
enough to strike deep
inside Russia, including
Moscow. The Kremlin
has warned against any
provision of Toma-
hawks to Ukraine, and
Trump on Sunday said
they would be "a new
step of aggression” if
introduced into the war.
The United States

Hamas begins releasing
hostages, as Trump heads

JERUSALEM (INP):
Palestinian  group
Hamas released the first
seven surviving Israeli
hostages on Monday,
an official involved in
the operation said, the
initial phase of a
ceasefire agreement that
US President Donald
Trump helped to broker
aimed at ending the con-
flictin Gaza.

The truce and the
exchange of both hos-
tages and prisoners fol-
low two years of war
that evolved into a re-
gional conflict, drawing
in countries such as
Iran, Yemen and Leba-
non, while deepening
Israel's international
isolation and reshaping
the Middle East. The
seven hostages had

M. Neil

siles to Ukraine would
trigger a "qualitatively
ncw | stage of escala-

would not sell missiles
directly to Ukraine, but
provide them to NATO,
which can then offer
them to the Ukrainians,
Trump said. "Yeah, I
might tell him (Putin), if
the war is not settled, we
may very well doiit,” he
said. "We may not, but
‘wemay doit. ... Do they
want to have Toma-
hawks going in their di-
rection’! T don’t think
" Zelenskiy said ear-
hcr that Ukraine would
only use Tomahawk mis-
siles for military pur-
poses and not attack ci-
vilians in Russia, should
the US provide them.
"We never attacked
their civilians. This is the
big difference between
Ukraine and Russia," the
Ukrainian leader said on
the Fox News "Sunday
Briefing" program.
“"That's why, if we speak
about long-range (mia-
siles), we speak only
about military goals."
Zelenskiy's com-
ments, which were re-

corded on Saturday,
aired on Sunday after
his second talks in as
many days with US
President Donald
Trump. The Ukrainian
leader said they ar
discussing the possibil-
ity that Washington
might provide Kyiv with
the long-range missiles

Trump said last
week that before agree-
ing to provide Toma-
hawks he wants to know
how Ukraine would use
them because he does
not want to escalate the
war between Russia and
Ukraine. Zelenskiy said
he was still working on
trying to convince
Trump to approve a mis-
sile deal.

"We count on such
decisions, but we'll see,"
Zelenskiy said.

Putin said earlier
this month that it was
impossible to use Toma-
hawks without the direct
participation of US mili-
tary personnel and so
any supply of such mis-

suu Zelenskiy, ina
Sunday evening address
in Ukraine, said he saw
Russia's concerns as rea-
son to press forward.

"We see and hear
that Russia is afraid that
the Americans may give
us Tomahawks — that
this kind of pressure may
work for peace,”
Zelenskiy said.

The war in Ukraine
is Europe's deadliest
since World War I1, and
Russian officials say
they are now in a "hot"
conflict with the West.
Putin portrays it as a wa-
tershed moment in
Moscow's relations with
the West, which he says
humiliated Russia after
the 1991 fall of the Soviet
Union by enlarging
NATO and encroaching
on what he considers
Moscow's sphere of in-
fluence,  including
Ukraine and Georgia.

Israeli
to Israel

offensive.

The conflict was
sparked by a Hamas at-
tack on October 7, 2023,
that killed around 1,200
people in Israel with 251
taken hostage. Israeli
airstrikes and ground as-
saults have since devas-
tated Gaza, killing more
than 67,000 Palestinians,
the enclave's health offi-
cials say. Progress to-
wards a lasting peace
now hinges on global
commitments that may
be taken up by a summit
later on Monday of more
than 20 world leaders led
by Trump in Egypt's
Sharm el-Sheikh resort.

uch could still go
wrong. Further steps in
Trump's 20-point plan
have yet to be agreed.
Those include how the

viving hostages, plus 28
other Israeli hostages

26 dead and two whose
fate is unknown - is ex-
pected to follow. Under
the agreement, Israel
was set to release almost
2,000 Palestinian detain-
ees and convicted pris-
oners fromits jails later
on Monday.

Those 1,966 detain-
ces boarded buses at Is-
raeli prisons and most
were expected to be re-
leased at Gaza's Nasser
Hospital on Monday, an
official involved in the
operation said. About a
dozen masked gunmen
dressed in black, appar-
ently members of Hamas'
armed wing, arrived at
Nasser Hospital in
southern Gaza, Reuters
footage showe:

gathered at Tel Aviv's
Hostages Square, cheer-
ing and waving Isracli
flags and holding up
posters of the hostages.
"The war is over," Trump
told reporters aboard Air
Force One as he flew
from Washington to Is-
rael on Sunday. Asked
about prospects for the
region, he said: "I think
it's going to normalise."
rump is set for a
hero's welcome when he
addresses Israel's parlia-
ment later on Monday.
e will be awarded
Israel’s highest civilian
honour later this year,
Israel's President Isaac
Herzog said. In a state-
‘ment issued on Monday,
the armed wing of
Hamas affirmed its com-
mitment to the terms and

been transferred to the In Isracl, people timelincofthe deal, con- demolished Gaza Strip
International Committee  waving Isracli flags gath- ~ tingent on Isracl’s adher- will be governed once
of the Red Cross from  erednear Reim, amilitary ~ence. It claimed that Is- fighting ends, and the

ultimate fate of Hamas,
and swap deal after it which has rejected
failed to free the hos- Israel's demands it dis-
tages throughits military am.

camp near Gaza, where
hostages will be brought
and then taken to hospi-
tals. Hundreds of people

the armed wing of rael agreed to a ceasefire
Hamas in Gaza, the offi-
cial said. The handover

ofthe 13 remaining sur-

win

[RAWALPINDI: H.E Ms. epuhllc of Gerr

o =
Hayat Harraj, Federal Mmlstcr lnr Dclcncc Productlon at Rawalpindi.

Jaishankar, Muttaqi meeting:
India trying to regain its lost
influence in Afghanistan

ISLAMABAD (INP):
An important meeting
was held in New Delhi
between Indian External
Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar and Afghan
Foreign Minister Molvi
Amir Khan Muttaqi.
This meeting held
on October 10 marked a
new beginning in the
relations between the
two countries.

This meeting be-
tween Jaishankar and
Amir Khan Muttaqi is a
manifestation of the
fact that India is trying
to regain its lost influ-
ence in Afghanistan and
restore its weak posi-
tion in the south Asian
region.

Many countries in
South Asia are now not
ready to recognize
India’s hegemony and

plete its nefarious plans
against Pakistan under
the guise of develop-
ment projects in Afghani-
stan.

The Salma Dam, also
known as the Afghan-In-
dia Friendship Dam, lo-
cated in the Herat prov-
ince of Afghanistan, has
come under question. The
local Afghan population
has expressed serious
reservations about the
sustainability of this dam,
built with the cooperation
and assistance of India.
Although India is trying
to portray itself as a reli-
able partner of Kabul, the
ground realities show
there is no similarity be-
tween India and Afghani-
stan. India’s friendship
with Afghanistan is
driven solely by its ne-
farious motives.

are pursuing their own
independent foreign
policy. In this situation,
the Afghan foreign
minister’s visit to India is

in Pakistan even before
2021

India is constantly
chanting the slogan of
terrorism against Paki-
stan, it is ridiculously
accusing Pakistan of
being involved in terror-
ism, although it has now
become clear to the
whole world that India
is involved in terrorist
activities not onlyin oc-
cupied Jammu and
Kashmir and Pakistan
but also in other neigh-
boring countries as well
as globally. Pakistan
has in the past exposed
several Indian secret
networks operating
from Afghanistan,
which have been found
to be involved in cow-
ardly acts of destabiliz-
ing Pakistan. India ac-
tually wants to com-

India is lrymg to
woo the Afghan govern-
ment and people by men-
tioning its deep cultural
and historical ties with
the Afghan people, how-
ever, analysts believe the
purpose of this kind of
Indian rhetoric is actually
to gain maximum influ-
ence in Afghanistan and
use its territory for terror-
ist activities against Pa-
kistan.

This has been the
policy of Indian intelli-
gence agencies in the
pastas well. Indian agen-
cies had established their
network in Afghanistan
for subversive activities

(QUETTA: Provincial Finance Minister Mir Shoaib Nosl llrwani p‘resides over thel
7th Public Private Partnership Board meeting.
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Pak-Afghan border closed for second day amid escalating tensions

PESHAWAR (INP): The
Chaman border crossing
between Pakistan and
Afghanistan remained
completely closed for the
second consecutive day
on Monday as tensions
soared following deadly
cross-border clashes.
The closure has
halted all transportation

and trade activities, ac-
cording to security
sources.

Security officials
confirmed that the Pak-
Afghan  border at
Chaman remains sealed,
with strict security ar-
rangements in place on
both sides.

The closure has

disrupted the movement
of goods and people, af-
fecting daily cross-bor-
der trade and transport
a vital economic life-
line for the region.
According to the
Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR), mili-
tants from the Afghan
Taliban and the Indian-

backed group Fitna-ul-
Khawarij launched a co-
ordinated attack late on
the night of October 11
and 12 near the border.
The Pakistan Army
responded swiftly, repel-
ling the assault and cap-
turing 21 Afghan posi-
tions temporarily, while
also neutralizing several

terrorist command and  than 200 militants linked stop supporting cross- responses.

planning centers. to the assault. border militancy. The statement em-
The ISPR con- Pakistan’s firm “Pakistan will con- phasized

firmed that 23 Pakistani stance on border secu- tinue to take all possible Afghanistan’s  soil

should not be used for
attacks against Paki-
stan, reiterating
Islamabad’s long-stand-
ing demand for Kabul to
act against terror sanc-
tuaries near the border.

soldiers were martyred
and 29 others injured
during the fierce ex-
change of fire.

In retaliatory
strikes, Pakistani forces
reportedly killed more

rity actions to protect its
In a strong state- people,

ment, the ISPR urged the 7 the military

Taliban government in spokesperson said,

Kabul to eliminate terror- - warning that continued

ist groups operating provocations would in-

from its territory and to  vite firm and decisive

r - B

[SHARM EL SHEIKH: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif arrives in Sharm El Sheikh to
attend Gaza Ceasefire and Peace Summit. Dr. Ashraf Sobhy, Minister of Youth and Sports for Egypt]
received the Prime Minister upon his arrival.

Justice Mandokhail wonders whether
judges can hear 26th Amendment
case if they are its ‘beneficiaries’

NEWS DESK: Justice way for the formation of 2024. Malik contended
Jamal Khan Mandokhail the CB, which is now that the CB had the
on Monday wondered ~hearing petitions against power to issue a judicial
whether judges compris- the very legislation that ~ order for the formation
ing the Supreme Court’s  enabled its establish- ofa “full court”
(SC) Constitutional ment. On Saturdny,acon—
Bench (CB) hearing pe- Former Supreme  vention jointly hosted
titions against the 26th Court Bar Association by the LHCBA and the
Amendment coulddoso (SCBA) president Abid [ ahore Bar Association
if they were its “benefi- Shahid Zuberi contin- resolved to continue its
ciaries”. ued his arguments on struggle against the
The Amendment the case today. The hear- 26th  constitutional
was passed by the par- ing has been adjourned  Amendment, declaring
liament during an over- till 11:30am tomorrow  that the legal fraternity

questing a full court on

some constitutional legal
1<¢ue§

x-SCBA presi-

dcnt dddcd that he had

“always insisted that

there should be a full
court”.

Justice Mandokhail
then asked why Zuberi
wanted a full court, to
which the later said he
would cite the former’s
past judgements in

night session in October  (Tuesday). . would not accept any favour of the formation
last year, with the PTI The CB hearing the  judicial verdict that un- ofa full court.

claimingseven ofits law- pleas is headed by Jus- dermines the judiciary’s Upon the judge ask-
makers w bducted to  tice Khan ind q ing how many judges
gain their favour as the and also includes Jus- The benchwill first were appointed in the
party opposed the lcg» tices  Mandokhail, determine whether the apex court currently and

Muhammad Ali Mazhar,
Ayesha Malik, Syed
Hasan Azhar Rizvi,
Musarrat Hilali, Nacem

islation.
Balochistan Na(mnal
Party-Mengal (BNP-M)
alsoalleged its two sena-

B

what a full court would
look like, Zuberi said
there were a total of 24
judges. “Tam not declar-

challenges should be
heard by a full court
comprising all available

C judges or by the

tors were being, with Akhtar Afghan and same eight-judge CB, ingany judge wrong, All
both later defying party = Shahid Bilal Hassan. before deciding on the judges are honourable,”
line to vote in the Duringrecenthear- legality of the 26th he added.

tweaks’ favour.

The legislation,
which altered judicial
authority and tenure,
has been a lightning rod
for debate with both op-
position parties and le-
gal experts questioning
its impact on the
judiciary’s indepen-
dence.

The tweaks took
away the SC’s suo motu
powers, set the chief jus-
tice of Pakistan’s (CIP)
term at three years and
empowered a Special
Parliamentary Commit-
tee for the appointment
of the CIP from among
the three most senior SC
judges. It also paved the

ings, judges have ques-
tioned whether the CB
has the power to issue
orders for the constitu-
tion of a full court, as
requested by petition-
ers. So far, Lahore High
Court Bar Association
(LHCBA) lawyer Hamid
Khan, Balochistan High
Court Bar Association
(BHCBA)’s counsel
Munir A. Malik and pe-
titioner Barrister
Salahuddin Ahmed have
presented their argu-
ments.
Hamid sought the
formation ofa 16-mem-
er bench as per the
number of judges
present in the SC in Oct

Justice Ayesha then
enquired of the peti-
tioner what his request
was, to which Zuberi
said that judges who
had been appointed to
the apex court before the
26th Amendment should
hear the case. The
LHCBA’s  counsel
Hamid and BHCBA’s
lawyer Malik had also
made the same request.

Responding to a
question by Justice
Mandokhail on the rea-
soning behind his re-
quest, Zuberi argued
that the 26th Amend-
ment, under which the
CB was formed, “itself
had been challenged”.

Security arrangements
reviewed at police stations,
checkposts

ments, police perfor-
mance, and public
safety measures.
Shah in-
spected police atten-
dance, patrollmg sys-

Amendment.

The case was ini-
tially taken up in Janu-
ary, and after the CB’s
approval of petitioners’
request for it, the pro-
ceedings are being live-
streamed on the SC’s
YouTube channel since
October 8.

At the outset of the
hearing, Justi
Mandokhail questioned
whether it was the right
of any party to request
abench of its choice, to
which Zuberi replied, “T
do not think that any
party has the right to
select a bench of their
choice. But here the
case is that we are re-

DERA ISMAIL
KHAN (INP): Dis-
trict Police Officer
(DPO) Tank, Shabbir

Hussain Shah has vis-
ited various po]lce sta-

order.

He stressed the
need for the police
force to utilize modern
scientific techniques,
professional skills, and

that adopting precau-
tionary measures in
the current climate
was essential, and the
police must remain
vigilant around the

tions and tems, of all available clock to tackle any
to review security ar- weapons and ammu- while performing their potential threats
rangements. nition, safety proto- duties with a spirit of swiftly and efficiently.

According to a
police spokesman,

cols, and efforts to
curb crime.

He directed offic-
ers and personnel to
ensure the protection
of’citizens’ lives, prop-
erty, and dignity at all
costs and to leave no
stone unturned in
maintaining law and

public service.

The DPO also in-
structed the personnel
to remain alert and
prepared at all times to
effectively respond to
any unforeseen situa-
tion.

DPO  Shabbir
Hussain Shah said

Speaking on the
ion, the DPO

said Tank police were
taking every possible
step to ensure public
safety and that peace
in the region would be
maintained with the
full cooperation of the

Gul Imam checkpost,
police Lines, and vari-
ous city checkpoints.

During the visit,
he closely reviewed
the security arrange-

- &
Khan addressing the participants of the
National Workshop regarding the overall situation in Balochistan.

QUETTA: Chief Secretary Balochistan Shkccl Qa

Prime minister leaves for
Sharm El-Sheikh to attend
Gaza Peace Summit

LAHORE (INP): Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharifon Mon-
day, departed for Sharm
El-Sheikh, Egypt, on a
special invitation
from U.S. President
Donald Trump and

Sharif will attend the
signing ceremony of the
Gaza Peace Agreement,
which will also be at-
tended by President
Donald Trump, Presi-
dent Abdel Fattah el-Sisi,
Emir of Qatar Sheikh

Inajoint declaration
issued earlier, the partici-
pating nations, includ-
ing Pakistan,
welcomed Presi-
dent Trump’s plan for a
Gaza ceasefire, sustain-
able peace, and regional

Gaza, ensure the with-
drawal of Israeli forces,
facilitate the return and
safety of displaced Pal-
estinians, lead to the re-
lease of prisoners, and
pave the way for recon-
struction in a peaceful

Egyptian President Tamim bin Hamad Al development. environment.
Abdel Fattah el-Sisi to Thani, Turkish Presi- Prime Minister Islamabad remains
attend the Sharm El- dent Recep Tayyip ShehbazSharif’s partici- optimistic that these de-

Sheikh Peace Summit
aimed at negotiating a
ceasefire in Gaza.

The Prime Minister
is accompanied by is the culmination of
Deputy Prime Minister ~special efforts made by
and Foreign Minister President Trump, Prime
Muhammad Ishaq Dar Minister Shehbaz Sharif,
and Minister for Infor- and Arab-Islamic lead-
mation and Broadcast- ers during the United
ing Attaullah Tarar as Nations General Assem-
part of the official del- bly to secure a ceasefire
egation. Duringthe and establish lasting ment will bringanendto Quds Al-Sharif as its
Prime Minister Shehbaz peace in Gaza. the ongoing atrocities in  capital.

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf’s (PTI)
leaders congratulates Afridi

PESHAWAR (INP): PTI
Chairman Barrister
Gohar Ali Khan con-
gratulated newly elected
Chief Minister KP Sohail
Khan Afridi on winning
the election.

“Thanks God all
available MPAs voted. I
hope the next step of tak-
ing oath takes place and
transition completes
smoothly. I pay strong
tribute fo the outgoing

Erdogan, and other
prominent world lead-
ers.

The peace summit

pation in the summit un-
derscores Pakistan’s
firm support for the
rights of the Palestinian
people and its commit-
ment to providing them
with all possible political
and diplomatic assis-
tance.

Pakistan hopes that
the peace summit and
the signing of the agree-

velopments will help re-
alize the long-standing
dream of durable peace
in the middle East and
lead to the establishment
of an independent and
sovereign Palestinian
state, in accordance
with UN resolutions and
the aspirations of the
Palestinian people, with
pre-1967 borders and Al-

Amin Khan Gandapur
sahib for his unflinching
support and efforts to
make the transfer of
power smooth.” PTI se-
nior leader Asad Qaiser
said extended his “heart-
felt congratulations™ to
Afridi

work, perseverance and
the spirit of serving the
people, he has reached
the highest position in
the province of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa today. His
election undoubtedly
reflects the vision of
Imran Khan, who s keen
to bring forward a new,
courageous and people-
oriented leadership,” he
said, adding that he was
confident new avenues

outside the country,”
Akbar posted on X. “I
pay tribute to all the
members of the provin-
cial assembly who have
kept Imran Khan, the
workers and themselves
in their hearts and have
not succumbed to any
pressure or greed,” he
said.

During the session,
Leader of the Opposi-
tion Dr Ibadullah held up

i.

“Today marks an
important milestone in
the political history of
Pakistan. It is a testa-
ment to the fact that

CM Ali Amin Gandapur. Imran Khan has pro- of progress, a copy of the Constitu-
And 1 congratulate vided an opportunity for prosperity and tion and said:
Afridi for his election,” hardworking, talented governan “ to this

he said.

PTI leader Omar
Ayub also congratu-
lated Afridi, saying:
“Qur struggle  for
“Haqeeqi Azadi’ shall
continue as per the vi-
sion and instructions of
PM Imran Khan. Grati-
tude to former CM Ali

and ideological workers
from the youth and
middle class to reach
high positions of leader-
ship,” Qaiser posted on

would open under the
leadership of Afridi.
PTI MNA Junaid
Akbar, meanwhile,
showed gratitude that
all members of the pro-
vincial assembly were
“standing with Imran
Khan and are united”.
“Only one member is

Constitution, the proce-
dure is that first your
resignation is accepted.
Then the administration
denotifies the cabinet.”
He said the cabinet had
not been denotified and
Gandapur’s resignation
had not been accepted
by the governor.

“Afridi started his
political struggle with
student politics and
with continuous hard

v
ISLAMABAD: Speaker National Assembly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq in a group photo with Speaker of the|
Grand National Assemblyof Turkiye Mr. Numan Kurtulmus, Speaker of the Milli Majlis of Azerbaijan
[Ms. Sahiba Gafarova and Chairman Senate of Pakistan Syed Yousaf Raza Gillani on the occasion o
[ Third Trilateral Speakers Mecting of Azerbaijan, Pakistan and Turkiye at Parliament House

Border clashes rattle stocks
and PSX suffers major sell-off

NEWS DESK: Height- The escalation
ened tensions along the comes at a time when the
Pakistan-Afghanistan PSX was already show-
border over the weekend  ing signs of strain, with
sent  shockwaves investors unnerved by
through financial mar- d
kets, sparking panic at
the Pakistan Stock Ex-
change (PSX) on Mon-
day. Investor sentiments
took a sharp hit, with the
benchmark KSE-100 in-
dex nosediving over
4,500 points in a single
trading session amid
mounting fears of re-
gional instability. Stocks
suffered downturn by
losing 4654 points and
settled at 158,443,

e market rout fol-
lowed reports of deadly
overnight clashes along
the Pakistan-Afghani-
stan border, where at
least 23 Pakistani_sol-
diers were martyred and
over 200 militants killed
in an attack reportedly
launched from Afghan
territory, according to
the Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR).

selling across key sec-
tors, including banking,
energy, and cement, as
investors remain cau-
tious.”

KTrade Securiti
equity trader Ahmed
Sheraz observed that
PSX continues to reel
from a string of negative
developments, with the
benchmark KSE-100 in-
dex losing approimately
4,654 points (-2.85%) to
close at 158,443 points.

Market sentiment,
already fragile due to di-
‘minishing expectations
ofa policy rate cut in the
upcoming Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC)
‘meeting and heightened
scrutiny from the Inter-
national Monetary Fund
(IMF) during its ongo-
ing programme review,
has been further under-
mined by deteriorating
security conditions.

Moreover, the re-
cent wave of terrorist
attacks, which claimed
the lives of several se-

curity personnel, has
significantly shaken i
vestor confidence. Paki
stan has retaliated with
action against pro-
scribed  Tehreek-i-
Taliban Pakistan's (TTP)
units across the border
in Afghanistan.

Tensions have also
been running high since
police clashes with
Tehreek-e-Labaik Paki-
stan (TLP) broke out last
week, first in Punjab,
then across country.
These developments
have introduced addi-
tional layers of uncer-
tainty at the bourse.

Given the volatile
security environment
and the critical IMF re-
view underway, Sheraz
expects market senti-
ment to remain highly
sensitive in the near
term. Any developments
on either front are likely
to significantly influ-
ence investor behaviour
and market direction, he
said.

Pakistan’s IMF
programme and the
broader economic out-
look. The KSE-100 index
had dropped 3.5% last
week to close at
163,098.19  points,
weighed down by thin’
ning volumes and profit-
taking after opening in a
chaotic start.

JS Global Head of
Equity Research Waqas
Ghani told The Express
Tribune that the market
has lost around 9,500
points in the last six ses-
sions, driven by weak
investor sentiment amid
scalating cross-border
tensions between Paki-
stan and Afghanistan.
“Index tumbled down to
intra-day low of 5031
points, 3.1% over geopo-
litical uncertainty that
triggered broad-based

a




