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CM Sarfraz Bugti Says “No
Insurgency in Balochistan, Only

Foreign-Fueled Propaganda

26th Amendment case: CJP has power to form full court,
lawyer tells Constitutional Bench

NEWS DESK: Senior lawyer Abid Shahid Zuberi
on Tuesday told the Supreme Court’s (SC) Consti-
tutional Bench (CB) that the chief justice of Paki-
stan (CJP) had the power to form a full court as it
took up a set of petitions against the 26th Amend-
ment.

The 26th Amendment was passed by Parlia-
ment during an overnight session in October last
year, with the PTI claiming seven of its lawmakers
were abducted to gain their favour as the party
opposed the legislation. The Balochistan National
Party-Mengal (BNP-M) also alleged its two sena-
tors were being, with both later defying party line
to vote in the tweaks’ favour.

The legislation, which altered judicial author-
ity and tenure, has been a lightning rod for debate
with both opposition parties and legal experts ques-
tioning its impact on the judiciary’s independence.

The tweaks took away the SC’s suo motu pow-
ers, set the CJP’s term at three years and empow-
ered a Special Parliamentary Committee for the ap-
pointment of the CJP from among the three most
senior SC judges. It also paved the way for the
formation of the CB, which is now hearing peti-
tions against the very legislation that enabled its
establishment.

The bench hearing the pleas is headed by Jus-
tice Aminuddin Khan and also includes Justices

The bench will first determine whether the challenges should be heard
by a full court comprising all available SC judges or by the same eight-judge
CB, before deciding on the legality of the 26th Amendment.

The case was initially taken up in January, and after the CB’s approval of
petitioners’ request for it, the proceedings were being live-streamed on the
SC’s YouTube channel since October 8.

Zuberi, also a former Supreme Court Bar Association (SCBA) president,
continued his arguments in the case today. The hearing was later adjourned
till 11:30am tomorrow.

The live-stream for the hearing began with a delay of about 40 minutes
due to internet issues. The Pakistan Telecommunications Limited (PTCL) has
said users would experience degraded internet services today as a submarine
cable is being repaired.

“There are internet issues today. The live stream will not be possible,”
Justice Aminuddin said at the outset of the hearing. Justice Mazhar also said
the livestream YouTube link was down and asked staff to check this.

Zuberi then cited various past court verdicts to support his arguments.
“A party cannot raise an objection on the judge. The judge has the

authority [to decide] whether to hear a case or not,” the former SCBA presi-
dent said.

“On the one hand, you are saying 16 judges and on the other, you also
talk about ‘collective knowledge’,” Justice Mandokhail remarked when Zuberi
sought a full court comprising pre-Amendment judges. The judge asked the
lawyer to clarify what his request was.

“Do not say a full court; say ‘those judges who were present from before
the Amendment’,” Justice Mandokhail said. Zuberi referred to the case up-
holding Practice and Procedure Act 2023 and contended that the current
eight-member bench would not give the petitioners the right to appeal.

PHC Orders KP Governor to
Swear In Sohail Afridi as Chief
Minister by Wednesday 4 PM
Monitoring Desk:

P e s h a w a r : T h e
Peshawar High Court
(PHC) has directed
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Governor Faisal Karim
Kundi to administer the
oath of office to Chief
Minister-elect Sohail
Afridi by 4 PM on
Wednesday.

The directive was
issued by PHC Chief
Justice S.M. Attique
Shah, who further ruled
that if the governor fails
to comply,  the oath
should instead be admin-
istered by KP Assembly
Speaker Babar Saleem
Swati.

The verdict came
after a PTI petition re-
quested that the court
authorize either the as-
sembly speaker or an-
other suitable person to
conduct the swearing-in
ceremony in place of the

News Desk
Q U E T T A :

Balochistan Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti has said that
there is no insur-
gency in Balochistan,
only a few foreign-
backed separatist
movements spread-
ing propaganda to
destabilize Pakistan.

Addressing partici-
pants at the 17th Na-
tional Workshop
Balochistan, Bugti
said that anti-state el-
ements and India’s
intelligence agency
RAW are actively
trying to divide Paki-
stan and create a
false image of depri-
vation in the prov-
ince.

“Enemies want to cut
Pakistan into pieces
like a cake,” he said,
adding that the term
‘disgruntled Baloch’
was deliberately
coined to justify acts
of terrorism.

He declared that any-
one taking up arms
against the state is a
terrorist, not a dis-
gruntled citizen, not-
ing that the first insur-
gent camp was es-
tablished in June
2002, which trig-

gered militancy.
Bugti accused social
media campaigns of
fueling anti-state
sentiment among the
youth, but added that
the government is
engaging universities
and communities to
bridge this gap.

The Chief Minister
said that the
Balochistan govern-
ment stands firm in
its stance against ter-
rorism, calling it a
national struggle in-

volving all citizens,
not just the military.
“The state comes
before politics,”
Bugti asserted.

Highlighting develop-
ment progress, he
revealed that 3,200
closed schools and
164 health units have
been reopened, while
Rs 100 million have
been allocated for
the Counter Terror-
ism Department
(CTD) to enhance
capacity.

Mandokhail, Muhammad Ali Mazhar, Ayesha Malik, Syed Hasan Azhar Rizvi,
Musarrat Hilali, Naeem Akhtar Afghan and Shahid Bilal Hassan.

Thus far, Zuberi, Lahore High Court Bar Association (LHCBA) lawyer
Hamid Khan, Balochistan High Court Bar Association (BHCBA)’s counsel
Munir A. Malik, and petitioner Barrister Salahuddin Ahmed have presented
their arguments. They have sought the formation of a 16-member full court as
per the number of judges present in the SC in Oct 2024, when the Amendment
was passed.

Judges have questioned whether the CB has the power to issue orders
for the constitution of a full court, as requested by petitioners.

ATC issues non-bailable arrest
warrant for Aleema Khan

NEWS DESK: An anti-
terrorism court  in
Rawalpindi issued a non-
bailable arrest warrant
for Aleema Khan on
Tuesday after she failed
to appear in court follow-
ing the rejection of her
exemption request.

ATC Judge Amjad
Ali Shah issued the war-
rant, stating that “re-
peated failure to appear
despite summons con-
stitutes obstruction of
judicial proceedings.”

Aleema Khan is cur-
rently en route to Adiala
Jail for the hearing of the
Toshakhana-II case. Ac-
cording to police
sources, a team will pro-
ceed to Adiala Jail with
the non-bailable arrest
warrants. Following the
conclusion of the hear-
ing, Aleema Khan is ex-
pected to be arrested.

On September 18,
ATC granted interim bail
to Aleema Khan in the

charges of protesting
against the government,
chanting anti-govern-
ment slogans, vandal-
ism and stone-pelting.
On November 13, Imran
Khan made a “final call”
for nationwide protests
to be held on November
24, demanding the res-
toration of PTI’s elec-
toral mandate, the re-
lease of imprisoned
party members, and the
reversal of the 26th

Amendment, which he
claimed had empowered
a “dictatorial regime.”
The protest took place
in D-Chowk, Islamabad,
where supporters trav-
elled from different prov-
inces to heed Khan’s
call. The state rejected
any possibility of nego-
tiation, and an operation
was conducted against
the protestors, prompt-
ing the PTI leadership to
flee the scene. The pro-
test ended with the op-
eration on November 26.

Due to her failure to
appear in court after her
exemption request was
rejected, the Anti-Terror-
ism Court has issued a
non-bailable arrest war-
rant for Aleema Khan.
ATC Judge Amjad Ali
Shah issued the warrant,
stating that “repeated
failure to appear despite
summons constitutes
obstruction of judicial
proceedings.”

November 26 D-Chowk
protest case, with judge
Amjad Ali Shah noting
no clear evidence
against her. The sister of
Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf
founder was directed to
submit surety bonds of
Rs50,000 and appear at
hearings in the Novem-
ber 26 cases. The case
being heard in the ATC
is registered at
Sadiqabad Police Sta-
tion, which includes

Bugti also said that
security forces are
operating in difficult
areas where identify-
ing the enemy is
complex, yet recent
counterterrorism ac-
tions have been
highly effective. He
noted that for the first
time in 12 years, As-
sistant Commission-
ers have been ap-
pointed in 24 sub-di-
visions, restoring
state authority and
governance.

governor.
Afridi’s election,

held on Monday, took
place amid confusion

over the resignation of
former Chief Minister Ali
Amin Gandapur. Gover-
nor Kundi had returned

Gandapur’s two resigna-
tion letters, citing incon-
sistencies in the signa-
tures.

NEWS DESK: A Levies
constable, identified as
Abdul Kabeer by state-
run APP, who was as-
signed to protect a polio
vaccination team was
killed on Tuesday when
unidentified attackers
opened fire on him in
Swat district, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, police
said. The incident oc-
curred a day after the
government launched a
nationwide polio eradi-
cation campaign, target-
ing over 45 million chil-
dren. A special order had
been issued for the cam-
paign, with additional
police officers and per-
sonnel deployed.

Pakistan remains
one of only two coun-
tries in the world, along-
side Afghanistan, where
polio is still endemic.
Security risks, vaccine
hesitancy and misinfor-
mation continue to slow
eradication efforts.

Swat District Police
Officer Muhammad
Umar Khan said the
martyred constable was
on duty alongside a po-
lio team of two female
health workers.

“The workers were
administering vaccines
inside a house while the
constable stood guard
outside when he was at-
tacked,” he said. “The
assailants fled the scene
after the incident.”

Khan added that
police and law enforce-
ment officials reached
the scene and launched
an investigation. “The
area has been cordoned
off and a search opera-
tion is under way to ap-
prehend the perpetra-
tors. No anti-state ele-
ments will be allowed to
disrupt peace in Swat,”
he said, adding that
those responsible for the
attack would be brought
to justice. Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif
strongly condemned the
terrorist attack on the
polio vaccination team in
Swat’s Matta area and
offered condolences for
the martyred security of-

ficial. “The government
is committed to the com-
plete eradication of po-
lio from the country. De-
spite such resistance
from terrorists, the anti-
polio campaign contin-
ues with full momentum
and will go on until the
disease is completely
eradicated,” he said.

Federal Interior
Minister Mohsin Naqvi
also condemned the at-
tack and paid tribute to
the martyred official. He
expressed his condo-
lences for the family of
the deceased. “The as-
sailants who targeted
the team working to
safeguard the future of
our children do not de-

serve any leniency,” he
said.

Federal Minister
Engineer Amir Maqam
strongly condemned the
attack on a polio eradi-
cation team in Tehsil
Matta, Swat. He paid
tribute to the brave Lev-
ies personnel, Abdul
Kabir, who was martyred
in the incident. “Those
who lay down their lives
in the line of national
duty are true heroes of
the nation,” he said. He
added that terrorist ele-
ments are threatening
the future of the nation’s
children but stressed
that they would not be
allowed to succeed un-
der any circumstances.

Constable guarding
polio vaccination team

martyred in K-P

Constable guarding
polio vaccination team

martyred in K-P

26th Amendment case:
CJP has power to form full

court, lawyer tells
Constitutional Bench
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Trump’s Peace Plan: Legitimising
Israel’s Occupation

Editorial:
A Peace agreement often
loses i ts credibil ity
when it fails to recognize
the rights of the op-
pressed. This is the case
with President Trump’s
much-surfaced Ghaza
peace plan. Far from be-
ing a genuine step to-
ward peace, it presents
a surrender document
that legitimizes Israel’s
long-standing occupa-
tion of Palestine. Sadly,
this so-called peace plan
was endorsed by major
Muslim countries, in-
cluding Pakistan.

While standing
with Trump, Netanyahu,
accused of war crimes,
accepted the plan and
also threatened to finish
the job if Hamas does
not accept the plan
wholeheartedly. How-
ever, outrage sparked
among various analysts
when Netanyahu
claimed victory in He-
brew language at Tel
Aviv. The question
arises: How can Trump
propose a plan for peace
without involving an in-
ternational arbitrator—
the United Nations
Organisation? Critics
have rejected this plan
on various grounds.

First, the plan has
no two-state solution. In
fact, it blurs the possi-
bility of an independent
Palestinian state in the
future. Sadly, Netanyahu
has already repudiated
the idea of an indepen-
dent state. Also, Presi-
dent Trump called Pales-
tine recognition by

France, Britain, Canada,
and Spain a reward to
Hamas. So far,  the
United States has
stopped Israel from oc-
cupying the West Bank,
but some government
officials of Netanyahu
intended to do so.

Second, Hamas and
the Palestine National
Authority, the only rep-
resentatives of Ghaza
and the West Bank,
have been eliminated in
the process. Even the
United States barred the
Palestinian Authority
from entering New York
during the UNGA an-
nual session. It reflects
the colonial plan be-
cause peace is mutual;
it cannot be imposed at
the dictate of aggres-
sors. Zahid Hussain in
his essay pointed out
that it practically brings
to an end the concept of
a Palestinian state.

Third, in the post-
war administration, both
Hamas and PA have no
share. The proposed
plan contains the demili-
tarization of Hamas.
They can live in peace-
ful coexistence after
getting amnesty, and
also safe passage will be
given to those who
want to exit. What kind
of peace is this, where
those who suffer have
no voice in the deci-
sions that shape their
future? This is total sur-
render to be forced on
the group.

Fourth, this official
instrument lost its cred-
ibility when the UN was

excluded. It discredits
the international organi-
zation. Al though the
question are raised
about the ineffective
role of the UN—unable
to stop genocide—its
sanctity must prevail.
Critics always blamed
the United States. For in-
stance, every time the
US vetoed a resolution
to stop Israel’s evil
deeds. Fifth, Hamas has
been given the ultimatum
of 72 hours to accept the
plan. It is not a plan but
a surrender charter for
the group. It  means
Hamas has no choice
but to go with the plan.
They are not consulted
on their fate. The Trump-
Netanyahu plan has for-
tified Israel further. It
openly advocates for
Greater Israel.

Sixth, this plan also
outlines that Ghaza will
be governed by a politi-
cal committee under the
supervision of a Board
of Peace which will be
headed by Donald
Trump and Tony Blair.
Tony Blair, the former
prime minister of the UK
during 2003, had been
widely criticized for the
invasion of Iraq based
on false claims about
weapons of mass de-
struction. He is regarded
as a war criminal in the
UK as well as in the
Muslim world. There-
fore, his appointment
provoked worldwide
criticism. Seventh, no fu-
ture guarantee is men-
tioned in the proposed
framework.

Asylum as a Human Right in International Law:
Theory and Practice in Pakistan

By: Naqeeb Ullah
Tareen

The right to seek asylum
forms one of the most vi-
tal pillars of international
humanitarian and human
rights law. It ensures
protection for individu-
als escaping persecu-
tion, conflict, or serious
human rights violations
in their home countries.
This study explores the
legal foundations of asy-
lum as a human right
within international law
and critically assesses
how this principle is
implemented — or ne-
glected — in Pakistan, a
state that continues to
host millions of refugees
despite not being a sig-
natory to the 1951 Refu-
gee Convention or its
1967 Protocol.

The article examines
Pakistan’s refugee and
asylum policies, high-
lighting the significant
gap between interna-
tional legal commitments
and the country’s do-
mestic legal and admin-
istrative frameworks. It
also proposes ways Pa-
kistan can align its prac-
tices with global human
rights norms to better
safeguard the dignity
and safety of asylum
seekers.

Theoretical
Framework:
Asylum in

International Law
The modern under-

standing of asylum as a
human right emerged af-
ter World War II, culmi-
nating in the adoption of
Article 14(1) of the Uni-
versal Declaration of
Human Rights (UDHR),
which declares that “ev-
eryone has the right to
seek and enjoy asylum
from persecution.” Al-
though the UDHR is not
legally binding, it pro-
vided the moral and le-
gal basis for the 1951
Refugee Convention
and the 1967 Protocol,
both of which define who
qualifies as a refugee
and outline the respon-
sibilities of states to-
wards them.

Key interna-
tional prin-

ciples include:
Non-Refoulement

(Article 33): States must
not return individuals to
a country where their life
or freedom would be at
risk.

Non-Discrimination
(Article 3): Refugees

must be treated equally
regardless of race, reli-
gion, or nationality.

Access to Justice
(Article 16): Refugees
have the right to access
courts and legal assis-
tance. These principles,
reinforced by other in-
struments such as the
International Covenant
on Civil and Political
Rights (ICCPR) and the
Convention Against
Torture (CAT), have be-
come cornerstones of
modern international
refugee protection law.

Pakistan’s Ap-
proach: Between

Humanitarianism
and Legal
Vacuum

Pakistan’s response
to asylum seekers repre-
sents a paradox — the
country has shown im-
mense humanitarian
generosity in hosting
refugees, especially Af-
ghans, for over four de-
cades, yet it lacks a do-
mestic legal framework
to regulate asylum pro-
cedures.

1. Absence of a Na-
tional Refugee Law:

Pakistan is not
party to the 1951 Refu-
gee Convention or its
1967 Protocol. The exist-
ing Foreigners Act of
1946 governs all non-citi-
zens and does not rec-
ognize refugees or pro-
tect them from
refoulement. As a result,
asylum seekers face the

constant threat of arbi-
trary detention, deporta-
tion, or harassment due
to the lack of legal rec-
ognition.

2. Role of the
UNHCR:
In the absence of a

formal state-run asylum
system, the United Na-
tions High Commis-
sioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) plays a key
role in conducting Refu-
gee Status Determina-
tion (RSD) for non-Af-
ghan asylum seekers.
Under a 1993 coopera-
tion agreement, Pakistan
generally respects
UNHCR’s decisions, al-
lowing recognized refu-
gees to stay temporarily.
However, since this sta-

tus is not codified in Pa-
kistani law, these indi-
viduals remain legally
vulnerable.

3. Afghan
Refugees and
Deportation

Policy:

Pakistan has hosted
millions of Afghan refu-
gees since 1979, many of
whom possess Proof of
Registration (PoR) cards
that grant temporary pro-
tection.

However,  recent
government actions —
including the deporta-
tion drive launched in
late 2023 against un-
documented foreigners
— have raised serious

human rights concerns.
The extension of PoR
cards only until June 30,
2025, has intensified
fears of mass deporta-
tions and violations of
the principle of non-
refoulement.

Challenges and
Contradictions

Pakistan’s asylum
policy is largely ad hoc
and reactive, shaped by
political, security, and
diplomatic pressures
rather than a consistent
legal framework. While
the country has pro-
vided de facto protec-
tion to millions of refu-
gees, this generosity
lacks legal permanence.
Refugees remain in a
state of legal uncer-

tainty, with limited ac-
cess to education,
healthcare, or employ-
ment.

This disconnect be-
tween international ob-
ligations and domestic
realities undermines the
spirit of human rights
law. Without a struc-
tured legal framework,
Pakistan also struggles
to attract long-term inter-
national support or cre-
ate sustainable refugee
management systems.

Recommendations:
Towards a Human

Rights-Based
Asylum System

To bridge the gap
between theory and
practice, and to ensure

that asylum is recog-
nized as a genuine hu-
man right,  Pakistan
should consider the fol-
lowing measures:

Adopt a Compre-
hensive Asylum Law:

Enact national leg-
islation defining refu-
gees in accordance with
international standards,
ensuring fair asylum
procedures and codify-
ing non-refoulement as
a legal obligation.

Consider Ratifying
the 1951 Refugee Con-
vention and 1967 Proto-
col:

Accession would
demonstrate Pakistan’s
commitment to global
human rights and allow
for stronger cooperation
with international agen-
cies.

Ins t i tu t ional i ze
UNHCR’s Role:

Incorporate the
1993 MoU into national
law to ensure transpar-
ency and legal consis-
tency in refugee protec-
tion and status determi-
nation.

Guarantee Access
to Basic Services:

Ensure asylum
seekers and refugees
have access to
healthcare, education,
and employment, align-
ing domestic policy with
international human
rights standards.

Promote Aware-
ness and Tolerance:

Launch national
awareness programs to
combat xenophobia and
promote social cohe-
sion, helping the public
understand the humani-
tarian dimension of asy-
lum.

Conclusion
The right to asylum

is deeply rooted in the
principles of human dig-
nity and protection from
persecution.

 In Pakistan, de-
spite a long tradition of
humanitarian assis-
tance, the absence of a
formal asylum frame-
work leaves thousands
of refugees vulnerable
and unprotected.

By integrating in-
ternational human rights
standards into domestic
law and policy, Pakistan
can transform its good-
will into legally guaran-
teed protection — ensur-
ing that the human right
to asylum becomes not
merely an international
ideal, but a practical re-
ality for all those seek-
ing safety within its bor-
ders.

Neither Capitalism nor Communism
Aziz ur Rehman Agha
The Cold War may have
ended, but the ideologi-
cal clash between Capi-
talism and Communism
continues to shape glo-
bal politics, economics,
and international rela-
tions. Even today, global
alliances reflect these
old ideological divi-
sions.

However, both
Capitalist and Commu-
nist systems have failed
to manage political and
socio-economic affairs
effectively. One system
suppresses personal
freedom; the other deep-
ens inequality.  Both
carry serious structural
flaws that make them un-
suitable for modern so-
cieties.

 This calls for a new,
balanced approach —
one found in the Islamic
socio-economic and po-
litical philosophy, which
follows a middle path
between the two ex-
tremes.

The Flaws of Com-
munism

Communism lies at
one extreme of the ideo-
logical spectrum. It sup-
presses individual free-
doms such as speech,
press, and trade.

Historical examples
from Maoist China dur-
ing the Cultural Revolu-
tion (1966–1976) show
how intellectual expres-
sion was crushed —
books and music not
aligned with party ideol-
ogy were banned, and
private libraries were de-
stroyed. Similarly, in the
USSR, any deviation
from party thought was
treated as a crime.

E c o n o m i c a l l y,
Communism eliminates
private property and
discourages entrepre-
neurship. Without per-
sonal incentive, indi-
viduals lose motivation
to innovate and work for
economic growth. As a
result, this system ham-

pers development and
limits prosperity. The se-
vere restrictions on ba-
sic rights and freedoms
make Communism un-
sustainable in modern
nation-states.

The Problems with
Capitalism

On the other end

lies Capitalism, which
has enabled just 1% of
the world’s population
to control more wealth
than the remaining 99%
combined.

This system inher-
ently promotes eco-
nomic inequality, em-
powering elite industri-

alists while exploiting
the working class. Under
Capitalism, profit takes
precedence over people
— workers are overbur-
dened, and ethical val-
ues are often sacrificed
for industrial gains.

F u r t h e r m o r e ,
Capitalism’s obsession

with rapid industrializa-
tion and profit maximiza-
tion has led to environ-
mental destruction, re-
source depletion, and cli-
mate crises.

 It prioritizes wealth
accumulation over
sustainability. These in-
ternal contradictions —

growing inequality,
moral decay, and eco-
logical harm — make
Capitalism an unfit
model for an equitable,
sustainable society.

The Islamic Socio-
Economic Philosophy: A
Balanced Approach

Both Capitalism and

Communism fail be-
cause they represent ex-
tremes — one suffo-
cates freedom; the other
breeds inequality. Islam,
however, offers a bal-
anced socio-economic
philosophy that harmo-
nizes justice, freedom,
and social welfare.

The Islamic eco-
nomic system allows pri-
vate ownership and busi-
ness freedom, but regu-
lates them through moral
and legal checks. The
obligation of Zakat
(charity) redistributes
wealth, preventing con-
centration in the hands
of a few.

Meanwhile, the pro-
hibition of Riba (usury)
ensures financial fair-
ness and discourages
exploitation. Together,
these principles foster
economic justice, social
cohesion, and sustain-
able development.

Conclusion
Neither Capitalism

nor Communism pro-
vides a complete solu-
tion to humanity’s politi-
cal and economic chal-
lenges. Both contain in-
herent flaws — one cur-
tails human freedom, the
other destroys social
equality.

The Islamic socio-
economic model, how-
ever, offers the ideal
middle path — balanc-
ing individual rights
with collective welfare.
With its emphasis on jus-
tice, equality, and moral
responsibility, Islam pre-
sents the most sustain-
able and humane politi-
cal and economic phi-
losophy for the modern
world.
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Hamas hands over four bodies to Israel after releasing 20 living hostages
GAZA (INP): Pales-
tinian group Hamas
handed over the bod-
ies of four hostages to
Israel after the re-
lease of 20 living hos-
tages under a
ceasefire agreement.

Israeli media also
confirmed that the
military received cas-

kets in the evening
holding bodies of four
slain hostages from
Gaza which were
handed over the Inter-
national Committee of
the Red Cross. Earlier,
Hamas had said the
bodies of Guy Illouz,
Yossi Sharabi, Bipin
Joshi and Daniel Perez

would be handed over
to Red Cross. Hamas
stated that retrieving
the remaining 24 bod-
ies may take time, as
the locations of all the
burial sites are not
known. On Monday,
Hamas implemented
the agreement and re-
leased 20 living hos-

tages, all of whom ap-
peared to be in good
health and spirits. On
the other hand, 1,968
Palestinian prisoners
were released from
Israeli jails and trans-
ported by buses to
Gaza and the West
Bank. Families, over-
whelmed with joy at

seeing their loved
ones after
years.Speaking to the
media, a Palestinian
prisoner thanked Al-
lah and those who se-
cured our release.

He said that the
conditions in prison
were extremely
harsh. “We were

Heavy rains flood
Mexico towns, leave nearly

130 dead or missing
MEXICO CITY
(INP):  Torrential
rains that lashed
Mexico last week
killed at least 64
people and 65 more
are missing, the gov-
ernment said on Mon-
day, after a tropical
depression triggered
landslides and flooding
in parts of the Gulf
Coast and central
states.

The unnamed de-
pression came toward
the end of the rainy
season, battering land
and bursting rivers
that had already been
soaked by months of
rains, while forecast-
ers were focused on

tropical storms and
two hurricanes on the
Pacific coast.

"This intense rain
was not expected to
be of such magnitude,"
President Claudia
Sheinbaum told report-
ers. Admiral
Raymundo Morales,
Mexico's Navy secre-
tary, said the flooding
was the result of the
coming together of
warm and cold air
fronts over rivers that
were already filled to
the brink and moun-
tains weakened by
months of rain.

Around 100,000
homes were affected,
Sheinbaum said. She is

set to meet with the
finance ministry later
in the day to discuss
rebuilding efforts, and
visit some hard-hit
states.

Laura Velazquez,
national coordinator of
civil protection, said
Hidalgo and Veracruz
were the states worst
affected, with 29
deaths and 18 missing
reported in Veracruz,
and 21 deaths and 43
missing in Hidalgo.

The rain also de-
stroyed infrastructure
such as bridges and
left streets filled with
mud. Videos and im-
ages from last week
showed emergency

Hamas hands over four
bodies to Israel after releasing

20 living hostages
GAZA (INP): Palestin-
ian group Hamas
handed over the bodies
of four hostages to Is-
rael after the release of
20 living hostages un-
der a ceasefire agree-
ment.

Israeli media also
confirmed that the mili-
tary received caskets in
the evening holding
bodies of four slain
hostages from Gaza
which were handed over
the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross.

Earlier, Hamas had
said the bodies of Guy
Illouz, Yossi Sharabi,
Bipin Joshi and Daniel

Perez would be handed
over to Red Cross.

Hamas stated that
retrieving the remaining
24 bodies may take time,
as the locations of all the
burial si tes are not
known.

 On Monday, Hamas
implemented the agree-
ment and released 20 liv-
ing hostages, all of whom
appeared to be in good
health and spirits.

On the other hand,
1,968 Palestinian prison-
ers were released from
Israeli jails and trans-
ported by buses to Gaza
and the West Bank. Fami-
lies, overwhelmed with

joy at seeing their loved
ones after
years.Speaking to the
media, a Palestinian
prisoner thanked Allah
and those who secured
our release.

He said that the
conditions in prison
were extremely harsh.

“We were taken
out of our cells four
days ago, and since
then, we were beaten
and humiliated.”

Meanwhile, pro-
tests broke out in Tel
Aviv and Jerusalem fol-
lowing the release of
Israeli prisoners after
736 days. Protesters

President urges inclusion,
empowerment of visually

impaired in socio-economic uplift
ISLAMABAD (INP):
President Asif Al i
Zardari, reiterating the
government's commit-
ment to protect the
rights of visually im-
paired persons, urged
society's role for their
facil itation through
considerate acts or ac-
commodations, respect-
ing their independence
and by offering assis-
tance and integrating
their talents into
country’s social and
economic uplift.

The president, in
his message on White
Cane Safety Day, annu-
ally observed on Octo-
ber 15, said that the Day
was meant to recognise

and celebrate the extraor-
dinary resilience, deter-
mination, and spirit of
visually impaired per-
sons.

"On this White
Cane Safety Day, I extend
a heartfelt call to action
to every citizen, as well
as all public and private
institutions across Paki-
stan.

I urge you to ac-
tively facilitate persons
with visual impairments
in your daily interac-
tions,

whether through
simple acts of consider-
ation or more substantial
accommodations. Re-
spect their independence
and autonomy,

recognising that assis-
tance should be offered
but never imposed," he
remarked.

He also called for
integrating the remark-
able talents and capa-
bilities of visually im-
paired persons into the
social and economic
development of the
country as their per-
spectives, skills, and
contributions were in-
valuable assets to col-
lective progress.

He said that the
white cane, besides be-
ing a mere mobility tool,
stood as a powerful
symbol of courage in
the face of adversity,
confidence in one’s

abilities, and self-reliance
in navigating a world of-
ten designed without
consideration for diverse
needs.

President Zardari
said that the instrument
also reminded society
that a truly civilised and
progressive society was
measured not by its tall-
est buildings or stron-
gest economy, but by its
commitment to ensuring
that every individual, re-
gardless of physical abil-
ity,

enjoyed the freedom
to move safely through
their communities and
had equal access to op-
portunities in all spheres
of life.

taken out of our cells
four days ago, and
since then, we were
beaten and humili-
ated.” Meanwhile, pro-
tests broke out in Tel
Aviv and Jerusalem fol-
lowing the release of
Israeli prisoners after
736 days. Protesters
questioned the govern-

ment why it took so
long to reach an
agreement.They ar-
gued that if the
agreement had been
reached earlier, more
prisoners could have
survived and thou-
sands of Palestinian
lives could have been
saved. They said that

the government de-
layed the agreement
for political interests,
which resulted in the
deaths of hostages and
an escalation of vio-
lence in the
region.Demonstrators
chanted slogans
against Prime Minister
Netanyahu.

responders wading
through deep waters
to find stranded resi-
dents and get supplies
to affected communi-
ties.

Authorities have
deployed thousands of
personnel to help
evacuate, clean up and
monitor the places that
were hardest hit.

Electricity, which
had been knocked out
in towns across five
states, has largely been
restored. Authorities
said they will also fo-
cus on containing the
spread of viruses such
as dengue, carried by
mosquitoes that breed
in stagnant water.

Pakistani scholar champions
AI-driven green transition

at Int'l Forum

questioned the govern-
ment why it took so long
to reach an agreement.

They argued that if
the agreement had been
reached earlier, more pris-
oners could have sur-
vived and thousands of
Palestinian lives could
have been saved.

They said that the
government delayed the
agreement for political
interests, which resulted
in the deaths of hostages
and an escalation of vio-
lence in the
region.Demonstrators
chanted slogans against
Prime Minister
Netanyahu.

BEIJING (INP): Prof
Abdul Rauf, a Paki-
stani academic at
China’s Nanjing Uni-
versity of Information
Science and Technol-
ogy highlighted the
transformative poten-
tial of artificial intelli-
gence in advancing
sustainable develop-
ment and fostering in-
clusive growth under
the Belt and Road Ini-
tiative (BRI) at the
CRID International
Scholars Research
Workshop in Nanjing.

Addressing an
audience of over 70
scholars from 10
countries including
Pakistan, Russia, Mo-
rocco and
Bangladesh, alongside
international experts
from Chinese institu-
tions, Prof. Abdul
Rauf detailed his
team’s pioneering
work in climate-fi-
nance modeling at the
gathering organized

by the Center for Re-
search Innovation and
Development (CRID),
Gwadar Pro reported.

“As a key member
of the AI for Sustain-
able Finance Re-
search Group, we’re
building dynamic mod-
els to simulate climate
change impacts on fi-
nancial markets,” ex-
plained the Master
Supervisor from the
School of Manage-
ment Science and En-
gineering. “Our
TCFD-aligned re-
search helps institu-
tions develop resilience
strategies while direct-
ing capital toward re-
newable energy and
low-carbon technolo-
gies across BRI part-
ner nations.” Prof
Abdul Rauf presents
on Academic Writing
and Research in the
Era of AI at the CRID
International Scholars
Research Workshop,
photo provided to GP

The Pakistani
scholar further high-
lighted China’s de-
cade of “dynamic and
tremendous progress”
in green technology
development. “China
has demonstrated ex-
cellence across tech-
nology, AI, and robot-
ics while actively en-
couraging interna-
tional collaboration.

Our research ex-
plores how AI can re-
duce brown energy
consumption and ac-
celerate the transition
to sustainable econo-
mies.” Connecting his
academic work to
wider development
objectives, Prof Abdul
Rauf drew on his PhD
research on the en-
ergy-economy-envi-
ronment nexus in BRI
countries.

“The initiative
represents a model of
shared prosperity that
benefits all partici-
pants, not just one

country. I deeply ap-
preciate this approach
to international coop-
eration.”

Reflecting on the
Pakistan-China col-
laboration, he charac-
terized the partnership
as multidimensional.
“The technological and
strategic sharing be-
tween our nations ex-
tends across numerous
fields.

This relationship,
built on mutual respect
and understanding, cre-
ates progressive mo-
mentum for both coun-
tries.” The workshop
featured exchanges on
AI algorithm optimiza-
tion and communica-
tion protocol innova-
tions, with roundtable
discussions generating
perspectives on tech-
nical ethics and inter-
disciplinary collabora-
tion, underscoring the
event’s role as a vital
platform for global aca-
demic dialogue.

QUETTA: Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti presides over a meeting
on Youth Skills Development Program 2025

QUETTA: A representative delegation of the (FAO) International Program Coordinator meeting with
Additional Chief Secretary (Development) Zahid Saleem.

QUETTA: A delegation from the Faculty of Life Sciences and Informatics of BUITEMS University, led
by Professor Dr. Asma Yousafzai meeting with Governor Balochistan Jaffar Khan Mandokhail.

NADRA introduces
nationwide digital

birth and death
registration System
ISLAMABAD (INP):
The National Database
and Registration Au-
thority (NADRA), in
collaboration with pro-
vincial governments,
has rolled out a new
digital system to regis-
ter births and deaths in
hospitals and
healthcare centres
across Pakistan, aiming
to make the process
faster, more efficient
and transparent. On the
instructions of the Fed-
eral Interior Minister,
Mohsin Naqvi, NADRA
is actively working to
improve the country’s
registration system and
address its shortcom-
ings. This initiative is
part of the National Bio-
metric and Registration
Policy Framework,
which was approved by
the Prime Minister of
Pakistan,  Shahbaz
Sharif, on 1 January
2025. According to
NADRA, the system is
currently operating in a
trial phase, with plans to
expand nationwide once
provincial preparations
are complete.
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Plea filed in PHC against chief
minister’s election in KP

Pakistanis set to face internet disruption as repair on submarine cable begins

Gwadar Free Zones
 likely to be exempted from

Dollar conversion

PESHAWAR (INP) JUI-
F leader Maulana Lutfur
Rehman on Tuesday
filed a petition in the
Peshawar High Court
(PHC), requesting that
the election of the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa be
“set aside” and declared
as null and void.

Rehman was one of
the four people in the
race for the office of KP
CM, along with Sardar
Shah Jehan Yousaf of
PML-N, and Arbab
Zarak

Khan of PPP and
PTI’s Sohail Afridi —
who won the election
after the opposition
staged a boycott.

The candidates
fielded by the JUI-F, the
PPP and the PML-N

recieved zero votes dur-
ing the election while
Afridi won with 90.

Rehman named six
respondents, including
the KP government, KP
Governor Faisal Karim
Kundi, the KP Assembly
through its Speaker
Babar

Saleem Swati, the
secretary of the provin-
cial assembly, outgoing
KP Chief Minister Ali
Amin Gandapur, and
CM-elect Sohail Afridi.

In his petition, he
requested the court to
set aside the election
and declare it “ab initio
void” as the it  was
“wholly unlawful, arbi-
trary, capricious, mala
fide, without jurisdic-
tion, coram non judice.”

Rehman questioned
how an election could be
held if Gandapur’s resig-
nation had not yet been
accepted. Citing Article
130(8) of the Constitu-
tion, he stressed that
elections for the post
can not be held unless it
was vacant.

The petition asked
the court to declare de-
cisions taken by the as-
sembly and the speaker
with regard to the CM
appointment as “with-
out lawful authority,
void, and of no legal ef-
fect.”

The petition further
urged the court to “de-
clare all consequential
notifications and ac-
tions, including the im-
pugned notification, as

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Gwadar Free Zones are
likely to receive a waiver
from the existing Foreign
Exchange Policy, as the
government has formed
a high-level committee
to exempt both the
Gwadar South Free Zone
and the Gwadar North
Free Zone from the cur-
rent Foreign Exchange
Policy Framework.

This significant
move will allow all com-
panies operating in the
Gwadar Free Zones to
directly convert RMB
into Pakistani rupees, ef-
fectively eliminating the
role of the U.S. dollar
once and for all, accord-
ing to a Gwadar Pro's re-
port on Tuesday.

At present, export-
oriented companies—
mostly Chinese enter-
prises—operating in
both Gwadar Free Zones
must first convert RMB
into U.S. dollars, and
then convert those dol-
lars into Pakistani rupees

for local payments.
This double conver-

sion results in two
rounds of exchange de-
ductions—first from
RMB to dollar, and then
from dollar to rupee—
causing substantial fi-
nancial losses to compa-
nies in the Gwadar Free
Zones.

A Gwadar Port Au-
thority official  told
Gwadar Pro that if the
government approves
the committee’s recom-
mendations, in line with
the directions issued by
the Minister for Plan-
ning, Development, and
Special Initiatives during
the 82nd CPEC Progress
Review Meeting held
last month regarding the
agenda item

“Foreign Currency
Pilot Project in Gwadar
Free Zone,” all Chinese
companies operating in
the Gwadar Free Zones
will be able to directly
convert RMB into Paki-
stani rupees.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Pakistan Telecom-
munication Company
Limited (PTCL) has
announced that internet
services across the
country will face deg-
radation for up to 18
hours due to interna-
tional maintenance
work on a submarine

cable beginning on
Tuesaday.

According to a
PTCL spokesperson,
the maintenance will
begin at 11 am Pakistan
Standard Time and in-
volves the repair of a
repeater system in-
stalled within the un-
dersea fibre optic

cable. The work is be-
ing carried out by the
International Cable
Consortium, which
oversees the upkeep of
key global communica-
tions infrastructure.

The spokesperson
explained that during
this time, users across
Pakistan may experi-

ence intermittent con-
nectivity issues, in-
cluding slower internet
speeds and difficulty
accessing online plat-
forms. PTCL ex-
pressed regret for the
temporary disruption
and assured customers
that teams are working
closely with interna-

tional partners to
minimise the impact.

The scheduled re-
pair work is part of
routine global network
upgrades and involves
critical technical
checks to ensure long-
term network stability.

PTCL emphasised
that connectivity will

gradually normalise
once the maintenance
activity is completed.

Meanwhile, users
have already begun re-
porting issues with ac-
cessing popular social
media platforms, in-
cluding Facebook,
Instagram, and X (for-
merly Twitter),  ac-

cording to internet
monitoring service
Downdetector.

These access
problems have been at-
tributed directly to the
ongoing international
cable repairs. Telecom
operators and internet
service providers
across the country also

confirmed that mobile
data services were ex-
periencing congestion
in some areas, espe-
cially during peak us-
age hours.

This is not the first
time that faults in sub-
marine cables have dis-
rupted internet services
in Pakistan.

They will no longer
be required to convert
RMB into U.S. dollars
first.

“This will eliminate
the double conversion
process and protect
companies from unnec-
essary financial losses,”
he added. When asked
about the committee’s
composition, he said it
includes representa-
tives from the Gwadar
Port Authority, the Min-
istry of Industries and
Production, the CPEC
Secretariat, the Federal
Board of Revenue, the
State Bank of Pakistan,
the Ministry of Maritime
Affairs, the Board of In-
vestment, and the Min-
istry of Finance.

He further stated
that during the 82nd
CPEC Progress Review
Meeting, the State Bank
of Pakistan (SBP) briefed
participants that the
Gwadar Free Zone
should be brought at par
with other export pro-

cessing zones in the
country by granting a
waiver from the Foreign
Exchange Regulation
Act, 1947, through suit-
able amendments to the
statutes governing the
Gwadar Port Author-
ity—offering a sustain-
able, long-term solution.

As a short-term
measure,  SBP proposed
allowing entities operat-
ing in the Gwadar Free
Zone to retain up to 50
percent of their export
proceeds in Special For-
eign Currency Accounts
(SFCAs). The retained
funds may be freely uti-
lized for current account
payments abroad and
for settling obligations
among entities within
the zone in foreign cur-
rency.

The Ministry of
Maritime Affairs will
serve as the secretariat
of the committee, which
is expected to finalize its
report and recommenda-
tions within one month.

illegal, arbitrary, capri-
cious, without jurisdic-
tion and having no legal
effect.

” Rehman re-
quested the court to halt
any further proceedings
in the matter until the
governor had “lawfully
received and verified”
the resignation of
Gandapur.

The petition called
for a fresh election “in
accordance with the
Constitution and the as-
sembly rules, after law-
ful confirmation of va-
cancy.” It concluded by
requesting the PHC to
suspend the election re-
sult in order to “prevent
chaos and ensure pres-
ervation of the rule of
law.”

420,000 children
administered anti-polio drops

on first day of campaigh
LAHORE, Oct 14
(INP): More than
420,000 children were
administered anti-polio
drops on the first day
of the ongoing vacci-
nation campaign in
Lahore. The progress
was reviewed at a
joint meeting chaired
by National EOC Co-
ordinator Captain (R)
Muhammad Anwar-
ul-Haq, EOC Coordi-
nator Adeel Tasawur,
and Deputy Commis-
sioner Lahore Syed
Musa Raza at the DC
office on Tuesday.
Additional Deputy
Commissioner (Gen-
eral), CEO Health Dr.
Asif Arbab, Assistant

C o m m i s s i o n e r s ,
WHO observers, and
other officials also at-
tended.

CEO Health Dr.
Asif Arbab briefed the
meeting that over
6,000 polio teams re-
mained active across
the city. He said the
first-day coverage
achieved 87 per cent
of the target, with
420,221 children vac-
cinated, including
31,140 guest children
and 57,170 schoolchil-
dren. He added that
11,809 children from
flood-affected areas
were also reached
and vaccinated.

WHO observers

appreciated the district
administration and
field staff for their ef-
fective coordination
and performance.

National EOC
Coordinator Captain
(R) Muhammad
Anwar-ul-Haq said
every missed child
must be traced and
vaccinated, while spe-
cial focus should be
given to zero-dose and
guest children. He
welcomed the use of
new tally sheets, term-
ing it a positive devel-
opment, and noted
that the number of po-
lio cases in the coun-
try had dropped to the
lowest level so far.

EOC Coordinator
Adeel Tasawur urged
accurate registration
of guest children and
commended frontline
workers for their con-
tinued commitment to
protecting children
from polio.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Lahore Syed
Musa Raza directed
all DDHOs to ensure
strict field monitoring,
adding that no child
should be left unvac-
cinated. He reaf-
firmed that the vision
of Chief Minister
Punjab for a ‘Zero
Polio Punjab’ would be
fully achieved through
collective efforts.

PMDC Directs Universities
to Conduct Pre-Hoc Analysis

for MDCAT 2025
Syed Muhammad

Yaseen
ISLAMABAD: The Pa-
kistan Medical and Den-
tal Council (PM&DC)
has advised all universi-
ties responsible for con-
ducting the upcoming
Medical and Dental Col-
leges Admission Test
(MDCAT) 2025 to en-
sure rigorous pre-hoc
analysis of question pa-
pers to maintain trans-
parency, fairness, and
alignment with the offi-
cial syllabus.

The MDCAT 2025
will be held nationwide
on October 26, 2025
(Sunday), with 140,125
applicants registered to
take the test across 35
centers, including one
international venue in
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

The examination
will be organized by the
following universities:

University of Health
Sciences (UHS), Lahore

Sukkur IBA Univer-
sity

Khyber Medical

University (KMU),
Peshawar

Bolan University of
Medical & Health Sci-
ences (BUMHS), Quetta

Shaheed Zulfiqar
Ali Bhutto Medical Uni-
versity (SZABMU),
Islamabad

PM&DC clarified
that while the exam is
conducted by these uni-
versities, the Council
serves as the regulatory
authority, providing the

policy framework, struc-
ture, and access to a
uniform national item
bank to ensure consis-
tency across all centers.

The universit ies
have been instructed to:

Conduct pre-hoc
analysis, paper develop-
ment, and printing with
the highest standards of
accuracy.

Ensure strict adher-
ence to the PM&DC syl-
labus, preventing any

out-of-syllabus or incor-
rect questions.

Maintain secrecy
and confidentiality of all
examination materials,
only opening papers in
the presence of official
witnesses.

Issue admit cards/
roll number slips at least
seven days before the
test to facilitate candi-
dates.  Compile and de-
clare results within
seven days after the ex-
amination to promote
transparency and timely
communication.

PM&DC empha-
sized that these mea-
sures aim to uphold
merit and ensure the
MDCAT 2025 accurately
reflects the academic
standards necessary for
entry into medical and
dental colleges across
Pakistan. The author is
MBBS’4 student and
founder of Students
Nexus by SMY, an
online educational and
career counseling plat-
form.

TLP leadership, workers booked
under terrorism charges in Muridke

NEWS DESK :At least
five people, including a
police officer, three
Tehreek-e-Labbaik Paki-
stan (TLP) workers, and
a passerby, were killed
as law enforcement
agencies carried out a
major pre-dawn opera-
tion in Muridke on Mon-
day to disperse what of-
ficials described as
"armed and violent
mobs."

According to offi-
cial sources, the crack-
down came amid a multi-
day protest march by the
TLP supporters moving
from Lahore toward
Islamabad in what the
group called a pro-Pales-
tine demonstration.

In a statement, the
Punjab Police spokes-
person said the opera-
tion began after TLP
workers "attacked secu-
rity personnel with
stones, spiked sticks,
and petrol bombs".

The police later reg-
istered a case against
the leadership and work-
ers of the TLP at the City
Muridke Police Station
under terrorism and mul-
tiple other criminal
charges.

The protesters, he
claimed, opened "indis-
criminate fire" on law
enforcers when they
were ordered to dis-
perse, prompting a "lim-
ited defensive re-
sponse" from the forces.

During the firing,
one station house officer
(SHO) was martyred,
while 48 police and
Rangers personnel sus-
tained injuries, includ-
ing 17 hit by gunfire.
Three TLP protesters
and one passerby also
lost their lives, while
eight civilians sustained
injuries. "Law enforce-
ment agencies were com-
pelled to act in self-de-
fence. The operation was

conducted to restore
public safety and clear
national highways," the
statement said.

Officials added that
the rioters torched 40
government and private
vehicles, and multiple
arrests were made. A
search operation re-
mains underway to trace
those involved in the
violence. "The Punjab
Police will never allow
armed mobs to endanger
citizens' lives or disrupt
peace," it concluded.

In a separate state-
ment, Punjab Inspector
General of Police (IGP)
Dr Usman Anwar reiter-
ated that TLP chief Hafiz
Saad Hussain Rizvi was
"safe and not in cus-
tody," refuting viral so-
cial media claims of his
arrest or injury. "There is
no truth to the rumours,"
the IGP said, urging citi-
zens to rely on verified
information.

The operation in
Muridke triggered scat-
tered protests in other
parts of the country, in-
cluding Karachi, where
small groups blocked
roads in North Karachi
and Nagan Chowrangi
before being dispersed
with tear gas. Two chil-
dren were injured during
stone-throwing inci-
dents, while police ar-
rested around a dozen
TLP supporters.

According to the
First Information Report
(FIR), TLP workers alleg-
edly attacked a police
party, set government
vehicles on fire, and cre-
ated chaos and fear
among the public after
authorities moved to dis-
perse their protest camp
near Muridke.

The report stated
that the mob was armed
and resorted to violence
when police attempted to
clear the route.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif a review meeting on
Jinnah Medical Complex and Research Centre.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Senate Syed Yousaf Raza Gillani exchanging views with Sheikh Dr.
Mohammed Bin Abdulkarim AL- Issa, Secretary-General of the Muslim World League.

WASHINGTON D.C: Federal Minister for Finance & Revenue Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, along
with his team, being hosted by the leadership and members of the US-Pakistan Business Council.


