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Pakistan, Afghanistan Reach Immediate Ceasefire After

Doha Talks Mediated by Qatar and Turkiye

ment, he said:
“Pakistan appreci-
ates the constructive

Monitoring Desk:
HA/ISLAMABAD:
In a major diplomatic

tively prevented.

Taliban Confirm

breakthrough, Pakistan role of brotherly Qatar Bilateral
and Afghanistan have and Turkiye. This s the
agreed to an immediate  right direckion towardre- Agreement

ceasefire following high- In a statement is-
level talks in Doha, me-
diated by Qatar’s intelli-
gence leadership with
support from Turkiye.
Both sides pledged to re-
spect each other’s sov-
ereignty and resume dia-
logue on October 25 in
Istanbul to discuss long-
term  security and
counterterrorism
cooperation.Pakistan
travel deals The an-
nouncement came after a
day-long negotiation be-
tween a Pakistani delega-
tion led by Defence Min-
ister Khawaja Asif and
Afghan Taliban officials,
amid escalating border
clashes. Qatar’s intelli-
gence chief, Abdullah
bin Mohammed Al
Khulaifi, hosted and fa-
cilitated the closed-door
discussions.

“A ceasefire agree-
ment has been finalised.
Cross-border attacks
from Afghan soil will
stop immediately. Both
nations will respect each
other’s territorial integ-
rity,” Defence Minister
Asif announced on X
(formerly Twitter).

Foreign Minister
Ishaq Dar welcomed the
move, calling it “a signifi-
cant step toward re-
gional peace.” In a state-

storingstability in the re-

sued in Kabul, Taliban
spokesperson Zabiullah
Mujahid confirmed that
the Doha meeting con-
cluded with the signing
of a bilateral peace un-
derstanding.

“Both countries re-

gion.”
Dar also expressed
hope for the creation of
a “concrete and verifi-
able monitoring mecl
nism’” to ensure that mili-
tant activities from Af-
ghan territory are effec-

affirmed their commit-
ment to peace, mutual re-
spect, and non-aggres-
sion,” Mujahid said.

implementation of the
agreement.

Qatar’s Role

He added that nei- in Regional
therside will support any i
militant group or engage Stability

A statement from
Qatar’s Ministry of For-
eign Affairs later con-
firmed that the 13-hour-
long negotiations fo-
cused on border secu-
ity, counterterrorism co-
operation, and the cessa-

in actions that threaten
the other’s security.

According to the
Taliban’s statement,
both sides will establish
a joint review mecha-
nism, assisted by neutral
countries, to ensure full

Hand Grenade
Blast in Killa Abdullah
Injures 3, Including
2 Children

nearby hospital for
medical treatment.
Security forces have
cordoned off the area
and launched a de-
tailed investigation to
determine the origin of
the explosive and the
circumstances sur-

News Desk:

QUETTA: A sudden
hand grenade explo-
sion inside a residen-
tial home in the
Habibzai area of Killa
Abdullah  district,
Balochistan, left three

According to Levies
Force officials, the
blast occurred when a
grenade, reportedly
present within the
house, detonated un-
expectedly. Emer-
gency responders

individuals injured, in-
cluding two children.

swiftly transported the
injured victims to a

rounding the incident.

CM Mir Sarfraz Bugti Pays Tribute to Karsaz Tragedy

tion of hostilities. The . prompting Pakistan’s
Mminty sad both sides ] Background: - prompohe Be s
agreed to form a perma.. Weeks of militant camps  in
nent bilateral peace cor- y Kandahar and Kabul.

ten hetwhiomontor [ Cross-Border Pakistan’s military
the ceasefire’s continu- Tension stated that its operations

ation. The ceasefire targeted TTP-linked
groups, including the
Hafiz Gul Bahadur fac-
tion. Tensions escalated
further when Fitna al
Khawarij—a state term
for the TTP and allied
militant  groups—
claimed responsibility
for recent attacks in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
and  Balochistan.
Pakistan’s Foreign Office
repeatedly urged Kabul
totake verifiable actions
against these groups.
Next Phase:
Istanbul
Meeting

Both sides are now
preparing for the next
round of talks in Istanbul
onOctober 25, which will
focus on developing a
long-term
counterterrorism and se-
curity framework. Ana-
lysts say the move sig-
fals a renewed commit-
ment to diplomacy after
months of rising ten-
sions. Regional observ-
ers believe the Qatar-me-
diated Doha agreement
could serve as a turning
point in Pakistan-Af-
ghanistan relations, pro-
Vided the ceasefire holds
and trust-building con-
tinues.

Qatar’s proactive
mediation _ reflects
Doha’s growing influ-
ence as a regional peace
facilitator, following its
previous roles in U.S.-
Taliban and Hamas-Is-
racl backchannel talks.

agreement comes after
several days of intense
border clashes between
Pakistani and Afghan
forces. On October 11,
Afghan forces attacked
Pakistani posts, killing
23 Pakistani soldiers,

Martyrs, Honors Benaz1r Bhutto s Democratic Legacy

taff Reporter:
QUETTA: Balochlstan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti paid glowing tribute to the mar-
tyrs of the Karsaz Tragedy on its 18th anni-
versary, acknowledging their ultimate sacrifice
in defending democracy, political stability, and
the people’s rights in Pakistan.

In his message, CM Bugti said that the
Karsaz attack marked a dark yet historic chap-
ter in Pakistan’s political journey. He stated
that the assault on Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir
Bhutto’s convoy was not just an act of terror-
ism, but an attack on democratic values and
the spirit of public resistance.

He highlighted that more than 150 Paki-
stan Peoples Party (PPP) workers were
martyred and hundreds injured, adding that their
sacrifice symbolizes courage, resilience, and

the unwavering commitment to the preservation of democracy in Pa-
kistan. CM Bugti emphasized that Benazir Bhutto’s leadership inspired
hope, unity, and a renewed belief in the power of democratic institu-
tions.

The Chlcf Minister sald that Shaheed Bcnazlr Bhutto devoted her
life to the values, and
ensuring the protection of public rights.

Her martyrdom, he added, remains a timeless symbol of demo-
cratic strength and sacrifice that continues to inspire generations of
Pakistanis.

He further said that the Balochistan Government is fully commit-
ted to political tolerance, national unity, and the promotion of demo-
cratic harmony across the country. He also expressed solidarity with
the families of Shaheed Benazir Bhutto and other martyrs who laid
down their lives for a democratic Pakistan.

“The Karsaz tragedy teaches us that democracy can only survive
through sacrifice, steadfastness, and public service,” CM Bugti con-
cluded.
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Pakistan-Saudi Arabia
Defense Pact — A Historic
Milestone in BilateralRelations

Editorial tance of Pakistan in the tional stage and help
For over eight decades, wider Middle Eastand consolidate its role as a
Pakistan and Saudi South Asia. bridge between the
Arabia have enjoyed Over the years, Muslim world and the
close and cordial rela- Saudi Arabiahas stood global community.
tions rooted in faith, firmly by Pakistan, ex- The defense agree-
friendship, and mutual tending support in ment with Saudi Arabia
cooperation. The re- critical times, whether is, therefore, a matter
cent visit of Prime Min-  financial, diplomatic, of immense pride for
ister Shehbaz Sharifto or strategic. At the the Pakistani nation. It
the Kingdom has fur- same time, Pakistan not only secures
ther strengthened these has succesqmlly man- Pakistan’s strategic in-
historic ties, markinga aged to maintain posi- terests  but  also
new chapter in the re- tive ties with both strengthens the balance
lationship between the Saudi Arabia and Iran, of power in the region.
two brotherly nations. balancing its role in a  Such developments as-
MDA An Unprec- region often marked sure the people of Pa-
edented Event by divisions. kistan that their coun-
The signing of a This ability to up- try is not isolated but
Strategic Mutual De- hold cordial relations deeply engaged in
fense Agreement be- with diverse regional shaping the future of
tween Prime Minister players demonstrates regional security and
Shehbaz Sharif and Islamabad’s maturity cooperation.
Crown Prince in diplomacy. This Is Indeed A
Mohammed bin China, Turkey National Achievement
Salman is unprec- And SaudiArabia Fully This historic step
edented. For the first Support Pakistan deserves to be cel-
time, both states have Equally significant ebrated as a national
formally pledged that is the fact that Pakistan achievement. It is a re-
anattack on one willbe continues to receive ﬂecnon of Pakistan’s
an attack on i and uncon-  enduring, and
both. This landmark ditional support from its abi 'ty to transform
pact is not only a tes- major global actors long-standing friend-
tament to their shared such as China, Tur- ships into strategic
commitment to peace key, and Saudi Arabia. partnerships that en-
and security but also a These relationships sure stability, prosper-
reflection of the grow- enhance Pakistan’s le- ity, and peace for gen-
ing geopolitical impor- verage on the interna- erations to come.

Ziarat’s Ancient Juniper Forest: Pakistan’s

By Fareed Ullah Khan
Nestled in the northeast
of Balochistan, the sce-
nic hill station of Ziarat
— once known as
Ghauski (meaning “cold
place™ in Pashto) —
stands as one of
Pakistan’s most breath-
taking natural treasures.
Surrounded by snow-
capped peaks and an-
cient juniper trees,
Ziarat’s crisp air and cool
climate make it a haven
for tourists escaping the
country’s sweltering
summer heat.

But behind this
beauty lies a crisis. The
Ziarat Juniper Forest,
once celebrated as the
pride of Balochistan, is
now on the brink of col-
lapse — the result of cli-
mate change, deforesta-
tion, and government
negligence.

Asia’s Largest
Juniper Forest —
A Natural

‘Wonder in Peril

The Ziarat Juniper
Forest is no ordinary
woodland. It is Asia’s
largest juniper forest and
the second largest in the
‘world, home to trees that
are thousands of years
old. Locally known as
Sanober, these trees
grow incredibly slowly

~ just one inch every
two years. Some are esti-
mated to be over 2,000
years old, making this
forest a living natural
museum and a vital part
of Pakistan’s ecological
heritage.

The junipers are not
just trees — they are
natural climate regula-
tors, carbon sinks, and
water cycle stabilizers.
Yet, their survival is now
threatened by the very
communities whorely on
them for survival.

The Local
Dilemma: “We
Cut Trees
Because We

Have No Gas”

peaking to a local
resident revealed the
heartbreaking reality be-
hind Ziarat’s deforesta-
tion.
“We're not destroy-
ing the forest out of
greed,” he said. “We
have no choice. The
government claims we
have gas connections,
but there’s no gas in the
pipelines. It only flows
when VIPs visit Ziarat —
then it stops again.”
During the harsh
winters, when tempera-
tures drop below freez-
ing, residents have no al-
ternative but to cut juni-
per trees for firewood.
Locals estimate that 600
01,000 juniper trees are
cut down daily —a dev-
astating rate given their
centuries-long growth

le.
Climate
Consequences:
Disappearing
Snow and Rain
The impact of this
rapid deforestation is al-
ready visible. Over the
past five years, rainfall
and snowfall in Ziarat
have drastically de-
clined. According to re-
cent reports, rainfall in

Dying Natural Heritage

urin;
and May has dropped
by nearly 57% since
2025,

Experts warn that
the juniper forest plays a
key role in regulating
rainfall and temperature
in the wider region
cluding Quetta, Pishin,
and Kalat. As the forest
disappears, rising tem-
peratures, soil erosion,
and water shortages
threaten both human Tife
and biodiversity.
Government
Silence and Weak
Enforcement

When asked about
the crisis, PS Abrar, Per-
sonal Secretary at the
Forest Department, ad-
mitted:

“No one has permis-
sion to cut these trees
under forest law. If it’s
happening, then it’s a fail-
ure of our forest officers
and local administra-
tion.”

Similarly, Ibrahim
Baloch, Director General
of Climate Change in
Balochistan, acknowl-
edged:
“Deforestation is il
legal. If one tree is cut, a
thousand should be

planted. Our department
focuses on awareness,
while the Forest Depart-
ment handles enforce-
ment

However when
asked whether aware-
ness campaigns were

d in Ziarat, he

resent heritage, resil-
ience, and identity. One
elderly resident summed
it up poignantly:

“If these trees dis-
appear, Ziarat will lose its
soul.”

Government
Neglect and the
Way Forward

Environmental pro-
tection has rarely been a
national priority in Paki-
stan. In the latest provin-
cial budget, only PKR
500 million (50 crore ru-
pees) was allocated for
climate change — an in-
significant amount com-
pared to the scale of the
crisis.

Experts emphasize
immediate government
intervention as essential
to save the Ziarat Juni-
per Forest:

Ensure consistent
gas supply to mountain-
ous districts to reduce
dependence on fire-
wood. Strengthen forest
law enforcement and pe-
nalize illegal logging.
Launch awareness and

admitted none had taken
place there yet — only
in Quetta and other dis-
tricts.

Repeated attempts.
to reach the Sui South-
ern Gas Company
(SSGC) for a statement
were unsuccessful. The
silence reflects a broader
pattern of institutional
neglect and lack of co-
ordination.

Ecological
Importance:
More Than

Just Trees
The Ziarat Juniper
Forest sustains a fragile
ecosystem — home to
diverse wildlife and bird
species that depend on
these trees for shelter
and food. The forest
also prevents soil ero-
sion, stores carbon, and
regulates the local water
cycle.

For the people of
Ziarat, the junipers rep-

involving local commu-
nities. Promote eco-tour-
ism to generate sustain-
able livelihoods that do
not harm the environ-

ment.

A Call to Action:
Saving Ziarat’s
Living Heritage

The Ziarat Juniper
Forest is not just a local
attraction — it is a glo-
bal ecological asset. Its
destruction would not
only devastate
biodiversi&y but also
worsen Pakistan’s cli-
‘mate vulnerability.

The government
must understand that
protecting forests is pro-
tecting life — the
economy, tourism, and
the future stability of
Balochistan’s environ-
ment all depend on it.
Time is running out.
Once these ancient trees
are gone, they will never

Artificial Intelligence Just Taking Baby Steps

Syed Muhammad  major issue. The intro- nuclear weapons, Al
Qaseem: duction of generative will further worsen se-
Artificial Alinto public space curitydilemmas ifused
Intelligence(Al) is the has further worsened ~for the purpose of war.
simulation of human in-  the predicament of in- Al is a Major
telligence in computer formation  flow. Threat to Human Cre-
systems. In simple Through generative ativity
words, Al enables ma- Al deep fakes are gen- Creativity is a
chines to perform erated. These deep unique characteristic of
tasks that require hu- fakes are difficult to human beings due to
man intelligence. Those judge, as original or which theybring devel-
tasks can be learning fake, for a person who opment, prosperity,
from past experiences, has no knowledge of modernization, and
solving problems, and AL The deep fakes can easiness in their lives
making predictions be an image, a video, But man-made intelli-
based on provided data. or a voice note. Re- gence is growing so
Until now, Al has just cently, in Slovakia’s rapidly that it has posed
started taking baby 2023 elections, a fake a grave threat to the
steps but it is growing voice of a party’s
at a much rapid rate.  leader and a journalist
Every invention was shared on social
had various positive media, in which they
and negative impacts were talkmgabout pur-
on human civilization. chasing votes from the
According to Google’s  poor population. This
CEO, Sundar Pichai voice badly reduced
“Al will have a more the vote bank of that
profound impact on party during elections.
human beings than Another example of
fire, electricity, and the  the deep fakes that cre-
internet”. This innova- ated uncertainty was
tion also has both po: pictures of the former
tive and negative im- US president, Donald
pacts on human beings. Trump’s arrest, which
If it is left unchecked provoked his
it will have adverse im- supporter’s  senti-
pacts on human cre- ments against the state.
ativity, the job market, Therefore, if the use of
and the flow of infor- generative Al is left un-
mation. However, the checked, bad actors in
positive use of Al will society will use it for
bring major advance- their own purposes
ments in medical sci- and spread wrong in-
ence, education, agri- formation.
culture, etc. In the fol- Al’s use in War
lowing paragraphs, the Using Al for the
impacts of Al on hu- purpose of Alwill have
mans are described. ferocious results. Be-
Negative Impacts cause Al unlike hu-
of AL mans has no fear,
Al is a technologi- doesn’t commit mis- creativity of God’s hu-
cal tool and its use can takes, doesn’t get tired, mankind. With only a
be both positive and and has no mercy. So, few clicks and in some
negative, although, itis it can fight much bet- seconds, an Al pro-
in the hands of human ter than a soldier. Thus, gram can write a book,
beings on how to use Countries are trying to a novel, a poem, an as-
it. Following are some develop AI fighters, signmentand an article.
negative impacts of Al robots, and drones for Furthermore, it can
on humans. the maximization of sing a song, draw a
Fakes power. This will at- painting, solve a prob-
Through Generative tract the attention of lem, and make a predic-
AL their rival countries to tion. On the other side,
In the age of infor- build Al war machines it takes much effort and
mation technology, for the balance of time for a human to do
misinformation is a power. Hence, like all these tasks. Due to

the lazy and comfort-
seeking nature of hu-
man beings, now they
mostly rely on Al to
perform these tasks.
With the passage of
time Al is learning more
skills and human’s reli-
ance on Al is further in-
creasing. This increase
in reliance on AI will
cause the death of cre-
ativity in humans.
Aland Job Market
“ Al is coming to
take your job”, this
news was seen on
many news platforms

when ChatGPT was
launched in Nov 2022.
As stated earlier, Al is
efficient and less time-
consuming in perform-
ing a task, Therefore,
it has made millions of
people jobless in almost
every field, whether
they are hotel waiters,
drivers, journalists,
software engineers and
content writers etc. Al-
driven cars neither
cross the speed limit

nor have sleep prob-
lems, consequently,
companies are manu-
facturing Al-driven
cars to avoid road ac-
cidents. Journalists and
content writers de-
mand huge salaries for
their work, while,
ChatGPT is a free Al
app that can do the
same tasks freely and
quickly. More interest-
ingly, Al w.u replace its

founders(Software
Engineers) who devel-
oped Al as Al can write

code and find errors in
it. To sum up, AI has
much potential to re-
place the human
workforce.

Positive Impacts
1

Along with nega-
tive impacts, Al can
also be advantageous
for humans if used for
welfare purposes. In
the following para-
graphs, some advan-
tages of Al are de-

scribed if Al is used
positively.

Al can Revolution-
ize the Medical Field Al
along with synthetic
biology can transform
the world shaped until
now. Al and synthetic
biology can eradicate
debilitating diseases,
and find treatments for
pandemics, thus pro-
viding health benefits.
Al has also made a lot
of achievements in the
field of surgery. Last
year, an Al robot per-
formed a successful

egg surgery in which
the inner layer of an egg
was stitched. Addition-
ally, an Al Chatbot can
also prescribe medi-
cines and treatment for
a disease based on the
provided symptoms. In
the coming years, Al
will further advance it-
selfin the medical field
and people will take nu-
merous benefits from

Prediction Based

on Provided Data

Humans remain
curious to predict
things or the outcome
of events. If data is fed
to an Al it can find
patterns in that data,
and based on those pat-
terns it can give pre-
dictions. For example:
Al can predict election
results, market demand
for a product, predict
weather etc. In the US
2020 presidential elec-
tions, an Al model was
trained to predict the
outcome of elections.
Tweets and Facebook
posts were fed to the
model from which AT
separated positive and
negative sentiments
about former US
President Trump and
current US President
Joe Biden. Based on the
high number of posi-
tive sentiments, the Al
model predicted that
Trump would win the
elections, and he won.
So, humans can take
advantage of this fea-
ture of Al and can reap
its benefits.

Boosting Agricul-
ture Through AT

Pakistan is an ag-
riculture-based coun-
try, and enhancing the
agriculture sector will
boost the country’s
economic  perfor-
mance. Al can increase
agricultural production
by predicting the best
time to cultivate and
harvest a crop. It is
also capable of identi-
fying soil conditions,
plant diseases, weather
forecasts, and when
plants need to be irri-
gated. Moreover, Al
can analyze the
market’s supply and
demand chain. AT will
be efficient in saving
the loss of water dur-
ing irrigation. Sec-
ondly, it will provide a
suitable environment
for the plants to grow
through maintaining

soil fertility and water
needs. To sum up,
equipping agriculture
with AT systems will
boost agricultural pro-
duction and prevent
heavy water losses.

Recommendations
for the Pakistani Gov-
ernment

The world has en-
tered into the race of Al
development. Fortu-
nately, Pakistan has a
huge human resource,
but making them skil-
ful in the field of Al'is
a hard task to do. All
provincial  govern-
ments should include
Al in the school cur-
riculum. There should
be an Al portal for stu-
dents, from where
they can get updates
about Al developments
around the globe and
jobs announced by the
government. Further-
more, universities must
be directed to increase
practical work in AT
rather than theoretical.

Conclusion

In conclusion, AT
nevertheless advanta-
geous, poses a grave
threat to human civili-
zation. If Al is left un-
checked, it can spread
misinformation
through deep fakes,
worsen the status quo
of security dilemmas,
cause the death of hu-
man creativity, and take
jobs.

So, all countries
should sit on a single
platform and form
laws to control the de-
velopment and intro-
duction of Al tools in
public space. In addi-
tion, Al companies
should include a water-
mark to the content
generated through Al
to cope with misinfor-
mation. In the end, Al
will be more hazardous
if it gets consciousness
and moves physically
freely without being
dependant on humans.
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Torkham border remains closed for seventh consecutive day

has caused severe dis-
ruption to the flow of
goods and people be-

PESHAWAR (INP)
The Torkham border
crossing between Pa-

carrying perishable
food items that have
begun to spoil due to

sources, the week-long
border closure has al-
ready led to a sharp

kistan and Afghani- tween the two prolonged delays in rise in the prices of es-
stan has remained neighbouring coun- scorching tempera- sential food items on
closed for the seventh tries. tures. both sides.

Traders have ex-
pressed alarm that if
the situation continues,
significant quantities
of their stock may be
lost, leading to further
financial strain.

According

consecutive  day,
bringing all bilateral
trade and pedestrian
movement to a com-
plete standstill.

The closure,

Long queues of
vehicles have piled up
along the Torkham
Highway, stretching
for kilometres, as
transporters wait for
clearance to cross.
Many of the trucks are

The disruption in
the movement of fruit,
vegetables, and other
commodities has se-
verely affected local
markets, where supply
shortages are now be-
ing felt. Residents in

prompted by escalat-
ing border tensions,

to

the border serve the
interests of neither

the border regions are
facing particular diffi-

pacted local econo-
mies but also hindered

the crossing will re-
open, leaving hundreds

culties, as the flow of broader regional trade nation and that stabil- of stranded traders and
daily supplies has activitiesdependenton ity is essential for drivers waiting for a
nearly halted. this vital crossing. trade and livelihoods. resolution.

The  Torkham
route is one of the
busiest trade corridors
between Pakistan
and Afghanistan, han-
dling thousands of
tonnes of goods every
week. Its closure has
therefore not only im-

Merchants  and
transporters from both
countries have urged
their respective gov-
ernments to engage in

dialogue to
resolve the standoff.

They stressed that
continued tensions at

Calls for reopen-
ing the border have
grown stronger as
both sides experience
economic losses and

Beyond the eco-
nomic toll, the closure
has also disrupted the
daily cross-border
movement of workers,
patients, and families
who depend on the
route for essential
travel.

Officials,
however, have
yet to confirm when

et e
[QUETTA: Additional Chief Secretary (Development) Zahid Saleem (PDWP) is presiding
over a meeting of the GDA Department.

Pakistan says IMF cannot
impose conditions against
national interest

Pathways™ held on the

'WASHINGTON (INP): tion for vulnerable na- ney of the Federal Board

Federal Finance Minis- ~ sidelines of the IMF- tions. of Revenue (FBR), which
ter  Muhammad World Bank Annual  Earlier, Finance was recently presented
Aurangzeb said that the Meetings in Washing- Minister Senator at a World Bank event,

and Pakistan’s efforts to
enhance its tax-to-GDP
ratio. He also discussed
Pakistan’s progress on
integrating data across
various government de-
partments to improve fi-
nancial management and

ton, the Minister said Pa-
Kkistan continues to bear
the cost of devastating
floods through its own
resources while sup-
porting rescue and relief

International Monetary
Fund (IMF) cannot im-
pose any condition on
Pakistan against na-
tional interest.
Addressing a press
conference in Washing-
ton, the Finance Minis-

Muhammad Aurangzeb
met with Turkey’s Min-
ister of Treasury and Fi-
nance, Mehmet %im?ek,
in Washington, DC In
their meeting, both sides
acknowledged the con-
sistent and ongoing

Minister for Finance

ter said reforms made and evenue  high-level engagements ~ increase transparency.
under the IMF program N between the Finance
have stabilised the has reaffirmed of Pakistan and Turkey. Minister Aurangzeb held
economy. Pakistan’s commitment During his ongoing a meeting with Interna-

visit to the United
States, they also reaf-
firmed their shared com-
mitment to further
strengthening the deep-
rooted brotherly rela-
tions between the two
countries. Finance Min-

Muhammad
Aurangzeb said the
IMF and World Bank
talks were positive.

He said Pakistan
expects to receive $1.2
billion instalment from
the IMF by December

to strengthening climate
resilience and sustain-
able growth. He appreci-
ated the assistance of
the CVF-V20 Secretariat
in preparing Pakistan’s
Climate Prosperity Plan,

and informed that financ-

tional Finance Corpora-
tion (IFC) Managing Di-
rector Makhtar Diop. He
thanked the International
Finance Corporation for
designating Pakistan as
a regional hub under its
recent organisational re-

31. The Finance Minis- ing under the Country ister Aurangzeb briefed structuring.
ter said many American ~ Partnershiy his Turkish he minister de-
companies are keen to is  helping  to on the ongoing eco- scribed this recognition

nomic reforms under-
way in Pakistan, high-
lighting measures being
undertaken in areas such
as tax policy, energy,
state-owned _enter-
prises, privatisation,
and public finance.

He informed him
about the reform jour-

invest in Pakistan.
Muhammad Aurangzeb
said Chinese investment
will create more oppor-
tunities for develop-
‘ment in the coming days.
Earlier, addressing
the 15th V20 Ministerial
Dialogue on “Cost of
Capital, Debt & Growth

Turkish experts await Israeli
go ahead to help
recover bodies in Gaza

operationalise the plan.

hammad
Aurangzeb also called
for  the  early
operationalisation of the
Loss and Damage Fund
and urged fast-tracking
decision-making at the
Green Climate Fund to
ensure timely climate ac-

as a reflection of grow-
ing confidence in
Pakistan’s economy.
Aurangzeb also briefed
Makhtar Diop on devel-
opments in the Reko Diq
mining project and ex-
pressed hope that the
EXIM Bank would soon
join the venture.

ANKARA, Oct 18 (INP):

‘waiting at the border on
the Egyptian side," the
official said. The group
is prepared to locate and
recover bodies trapped
under rubble.

ditions, having re-
sponded to numerous
natural disasters, includ-
ing the devastating
earthquake in south-

guised in local clothing
to evade detection by Is-
raeli drones during trans-

Ateam of Turkish disas-
ter response specialists
is stationed at the Egyp-
tian border, awaiting Is-
racli authorisation to

&

1S,
"This situation is

Sherry pays tribute
to martyred, survivors of
Karsaz tragedy

lease received here on  Benazir B
Saturday. — it was the day de-
She noted that more mocracy itself returned
than 180 PPP workers to Pakistan,” she em-
were martyred and hun- phasized.
dreds were injured in the She recalled that
horrific incident. millions of people had
“The wounds of gathered on the streets
Karsaz remain fresh even  of Karachi to welcome
today. We salute the their beloved leader,
martyrs and the injured Shaheed  Benazir
for their unmatched sac-  Bhutto, who returned
rifice and courage,” she home with aclear vision
stated. and mission — to end
Senator Rehman dictatorship, extremism,
said that PP workers set  poverty, and injustice.
anew example of loyalty The Pakistan
and bravery, Peoples Party has made
standing firm in the the greatest sacrifices
face of terror. “October 18 for the cause of the
was not just the day Constitution and de-

Hamas to hand
over body of another Israeli
hostage held in Gaza

GAZA CITY (INP):
Hamas said on Friday
(Oct 17) it would trans-
fer the body of another
Israeli hostage to the
Red Cross, with Israel
confxrmmg the
handover would take
place shortly after mid-
night on Saturday amid
tensions over delays in
returning remains under
their ceasefire deal.
Isracl said it had so
far received nine of 28
bodies held in Gaza.
Hamas, citing technical
difficulties, said it
needed heavy machin-
ery and excavating
equipment to locate
more bodies buried be-
neath rubble.
Israeli officials,
however, accused
Hamas of stalling, in-

HYDERABAD, Oct 18
(INP): Vice President of
the Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) and Senator
Sherry Rehman has paid
tribute to the martyrs
and survivors of the
tragic Karsaz attack on
its 18th anniversary on
Saturday.

“On October 18,
2007, the convoy of de-
mocracy was attacked
by terrorists at Karsaz,”
Sherry Rehman said,
adding that it was the
deadliest attack in
Pakistan’s political hi

workers lald down their
lives bravely in the fight
against dictatorship and
terrorism.”

Senator Rehman
said the heroism of PPP’s
loyal workers will be writ-
ten in golden letters in
history, and that the party
will never forget its mar-

VLS.

“The PPP will con-
tinue to carry forward the
mission of Shaheed
Mohtarma  Benazir
Bhutto under the leader-
ship of President Asif Ali
Zardari and Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari,”
she affirmed.

cal party, said in a mes-
sage through press re-

sisting the group knows
the locations of the hos-
tages’ remains and was
“running out of time”
under the terms of the
ceasefire.

Hamas said it re-
mained committed to the
ceasefire agreement and
to handing over all re-
maining bodies. In a
statement, the group’s
armed wing said it had
recovered a new body
and would release it to
the International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross at
2300 local time (2000
GMT).

An Israeli security
official confirmed the
planned handover, say-
ing it would occur at 0030
local time in Israel (2130

the next steps of the
truce, including reopen-
ing Gaza’s borders, allow-
ing aid in, beginning re-
construction, forming an
administration, and com-
pleting Israel’s with-
drawal.

Fighting in Gaza has
largely ceased under the
plan, which is backed by
Egypt, Qatar and Turkey.

The 20 surviving
hostages captured in
Hamas’ October 7, 2023,
assault on Israel were re-
turned earlier this week.

Israel said on Thurs-
day it was preparing to
reopen Gaza’s Rafah
crossing with Egypt to al-
low Palestinians to move
in and out, though no
date was given. Both
sides have traded blame
for ceasefire violations.

added strain to the frag-

ile ceasefire, the first
phase of US President
Donald Trump’s 20-
point plan to end the
war between Israel and
Hamas.

At a press confer-
ence in Ankara, Turkish
Foreign Minister Hakan
Fidan warned that
Israel’s statements
about Hamas® delays
were “worrying.”

“Will Israel use
Hamas’ incapability to
locate bodies left under
rubble as an excuse to
break the ceasefire?” he
asked.

“There is concern
in the international
community over thi

Earlier on Friday,
‘Hamas urged mediators
to push forward with

MT).
The dispute_has

[QUETTA: Deputy Commissioner Sibi Major (R) Ilyas Kabzai and Wing Commander 52 Wing Colo-|
nel Zubair inaugurating the solarization project completed at Circuit House C under BSD.

castern Turkey in Feb-
ruary 2023° which
claimed over 53,000
lives.

The Turkish official
noted that the team's

on includes locat-
ing both Palestinian and
Israeli bodies, including
hostages believed to be
buried or hidden in col-
lapsed structures.

However, the task is
complicated because
some Isracli hostages
may have been dis-

expected to
search operations and
delay progress,” the of-
ficial said, adding that
Hamas is expected to pro-
vide location data related
to hostages.

Concerns have been
raised by some observ-
ers over the potential
misuse of the Turkish
team's heavy equipment,
with fears that it could be
repurposed by Hamas to
access underground tun-
nels.

"It remains unclear
‘when Israel will allow the
Turkish team to enter
Gaza," said the official,
who spoke on condition
of anonymity.

"Initially, Israel pre-
ferred to work with a
Qatari team, but we are
hopeful that our delega-
tion will be granted ac-
cess soon."

AFAD personnel
are experienced in oper-
ating under extreme con-

enter Gaza and help in
search and recovery
operations, a Turkish
official told.

The §1-member
team from Turkey’s Di-
saster and Emergency
Management Authority
(AFAD) is equipped
with specialised search-
and-rescuc tools, includ-
ing life-detection de-
vices and trained search
dogs.

They "are currently
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Death of three Afghan
cricketers in airstrike':
Pakistan rejects ICC's claim
as biased, premature

ISLAMABAD
(INP): Pakistan has
rejected ICC’s claim
as selective, biased
and premature that
three “Afghan crick-
cters’ died in an
airstrike’. Taking to
X, Federal Informa-
tion Minister Attaullah
Tarar has rejected the
ICC claim that three
Afghan cricketers
were killed in an
airstrike. The federal
minister said that the
ICC should abstain
from definitive attri-
butions, avoid certify-
ing unverified claims
on the behest of oth-
ers, refrain from al-
lowing certain actors

claim and call for im-
mediate correction.
We also note a trou-
bling pattern of ampli-
fication without any
attempts at evidence
gathering.

“Within hours of
the ICC release, its
Chair, Jay Shah, pub-
licly echoed the same
claim on X, and the
Afghanistan Cricket
Board (ACB) then
posted a statement on
the same lines, explic-
itly invoking the ICC's
claim rather than pro-
viding details or
proof. This sequenc-
ing is an attempt at
manufacturing an os-
tensible echo cham-

to draw political mile-
age, and uphold even-
handed standards irre-
spective of the nation-
ality of office-bearers.
He further said,
“Pakistan, a prime vic-
tim of cross-border ter-
rorism, rejects the
s selective, biased
and premature com-
ment that advances a
disputed allegation, as
established, that three
“Afghan cricketers”
died in an “airstrike”.
“The ICC has
cited no independent
verification to substan-
tiate these claims. Pa-
kistan strongly rejects
the characterization
and contests the ICC’s

ber. “This episode fol-
lows a pattern of
avoidable controver-
sies under the ICC’s
current leadership that
have disproportionately
attempted to affect
Pakistan cricket, in-
cluding the recent
“handshake contro-
versy" that delayed
Pakistan's Asia Cup
fixture until a resolution
was found. “These in-
cidents have eroded
confidence in ICC’s
neutrality. A global
regulator must not ap-
pear to push any bi-
ased narrative, nor al-
low match-manage-
ment controversies to
recur.
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PCT&VI approves new technical courses Including Boat Making

GWADAR (INP): The management, during its University of Gwadar, demic and administra-
Pak-China Technical & third Board of Studies and Dr. Mohibullah, tive matters, witha focus
Vocational Institute meeting. Dean of the Faculty of on aligning curricula
(PCT&VI) at University Chaired by Prof. Dr. ~ Science and Technology with evolving industry
of Gwadar (UG) has ap- Syed Manzoor Ahmed, at the University of needs. Other than the
proved a series of new Executive Director of Gwadar, along with de- newly  introduced
skill-based training pro-  PCT&VI, the meeting partmental heads, faculty ~courses, in a major revi-
grams including boat took place in the members, and adminis- sion, the existing
making, boat engine re- institute’s Conference trative officers, accord- Mechatronics program
pair, general and solar Room. Other attendees ing to Gwadar Pronews was replaced with a
electrical work, mobile included Prof. Dr. Jan network. newly designed Robotic
phone repairing, and lo-  Muhammad, Dean of ~ The Board re- Engineering program,
gistics and supply chain  Social Sciences at the viewed various aca- reaffirming PCT&VI's

=

rime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif on Salurda;ly visited Khanewal to offer|
-ondolences to Member of the National Assembly Khan Daha on the demise of his father,
senior PML-N leader and former provincial minister Haji Irfan Ahmed Khan Daha.

COAS warns India no
room for war in

nuclearised environment

KAKUL (INP): Chief chiefasserted, “We will versary.” “Ever since occasion as chief
of Army Staff (COAS) never be intimidated the creation of Paki- guest.
Field Marshal Asim nor coerced by your stan, the armed forces, The Chief of Army
Munir on Saturday cau- rhetoric and shall re- with full support of the = Staff reviewed the pa-
tioned India that there spond decisively, be- nation, have defended rade and gave awards
was “no space for war yond proportions, to the external and inter- to distinguished ca-
in a nuclearised envi- even a minor provoca- nal Passing out parade dets. The coveted
ronment” as he hailed tion without any of cadets of 152nd Sword of Honour was
Pakistan’s “clear vic- qualms. “Should a PMA Long Course, awarded to Academy
tory” during the May fresh wave of hostili- 71stIntegrated Course. Senior Under Officer
conflict with the ties be triggered, Paki- 26th Lady Cadet Ahmed Mujtaba Arif
neighbouring country. stan would respond Course, 37th Technical Raja of 152nd PMA
Addressingapass- much beyond the ex- Graduate Course was Long Course. The
ing out parade at the pectations ofthe initia- held at Pakistan Mili- President's Gold Medal
Pakistan Military Acad- tors,” COAS Munir tary Academy Kakul.  to Battalion Senior Un-
emy (PMA) in Kakul, warned. The army Cadets from sev- der Officer Zohair
COAS Munir said, “I chief declared, “The eral friendly countries Hussain of 152nd PMA
advise and firmly cau- battle-hardened army, including Iraq, Pales- Long Course.
tion India’s military which has fought for tine, Qatar, Mali, Nepal, Commandant's
leadership that there is overtwo decades in the Maldives, Sri Lanka, Canes were awarded to
no space for war in a_sub-conventional do- Yemen, Bangladesh Course Under Officer
nuclearised environ- main, has successfully and Nigeriaalso gradu- Sayed Abdul Hadi of
ment. displayed its capabili- ated from Pakistan 71st Integrated Course
Calling on New ties in the conventional Military Academy. and Course Under Of-
Delhi to settle core is- domain, as well as by Chief of Army Staff ficer Hadia Fayyaz of
sues as per interna- delivering a swift and Field Marshal Syed 26th Lady Cadet
tional norms, the army  decisive blow to the ad-  Asim Munir graced the  Course.

commitment to offering
cutting-edge, industry-
relevant education. The
proposals were formally
approved by the Compe-
tent Authority.
Admissions for all
newly approved and ex-
isting programs will be
announced soon, ex-
panding opportunities
for students from
Gwadar, Makran and be-

yond.
The latest deci-
sions build on the
institute’s recent efforts
to expand training op-
portunities in line with
economic trends. In
September, PCT&VI
opened admissions for
short-term courses in ar-
tificial intelligence, e-
commerce and other digi-
tal skills, with support

from Chinese faculty.

The three-month
programs, covering data
analytics, generative Al
Python programming,
mobile application de-
velopment, freelancing
and digital marketing,
are designed to equip
local youth with in-de-
mand skills for the digi-
tal economy under the
China-Pakistan Eco-

nomic Corridor (CPEC).

Earlier this week,
when the list of success-
ful candidates was an-
nounced, a significant
number of female stu-
dents from Gwadar were
among those enrolled in
various short courses, a
promising sign of in-
creasing female partici-
pation in technical edu-
cation and dngua] trades.

Country moving forward to gain

economic growth: PM Shehbaz

JAHANIAN (INP):
Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif Saturday said
that Pakistan’s
economy had
achieved stability, fi-
nancial indicators
were positive and the
country was moving
forward to gain eco-
nomic growth.

He was speaking
to ministers, members
of Parliament and
Punjab assembly at
the residence of mem-
ber National Assembly
Chaudhry Iftikhar
Nazir.

He said when his
government came in
power, the country
was facing difficult
economic conditions
and the government

had to sign an agree-
ment with Interna-
tional Monetary Fund
(IMF) to save Pakistan
from economic de-
fault.

He said that dur-
ing the last one and a
half year, the federal
and Punjab govern-
ments had served Pa-
kistan and Punjab
well. During a recent
meeting, he said he
appreciated Chief
Minister Punjab and
her team for their ef-
forts to help people
during floods.

He appreciated
the Punjab govern-
ment for its excellent
performance in the
areas of health, educa-
tion, transport, com-
munication and road

construction. “We are
serving Pakistan day
and night with hard
work, honesty and sin-
cerity,” he remarked.
He said Pakistan
defeated India in the
four day war and
achieved victory with
the prayers of the
people and bravery of
the Pakistan army,
navy and air force.
Pakistan’s armed
forces led by Fuld
Mars
Munir and Air Chief
Marshal Zaheer
Ahmed Baber wrote a
new chapter as they
resoundingly defeated
India, he observed
adding the government
also achieved suc
on the diplomatic front
and signed a defence

pact with Saudi
Arabia.

The Saudi leader-
ship expressed its
strong affinity with
Pakistan, he men-
tioned.

The Prime Minis-
ter said during his visit
to New York and
Washington, he held
meetings with the US
President  Donald
Trump and along with
leaders of the Islamic
countries, played role
to stop the oppression
in Gaza.

The situation in
Gaza was very bad as
women,  children,
youth and elders were
getting martyred and
schools and hospitals
were being destroyed,
he continued.

October 27 stands as a stark
reminder of India’s forceful
occupation of Kashmir

ISLAMABAD
(INP): The October
27 stands as a stark
reminder of India’s
forceful of

darkest chapter in
Kashmir’s history,
marking the start of
decades of military

Kashmir as Kashmiris
in Indian Illegally Oc-
cupied Jammu and
Kashmir (IIOJK) and
across the globe ob-
serve it as Black Day,
marking the day in
1947 when India forc-
ibly landed its troops in
Jammu and Kashmir
against the will of its
people, beginning an
unlawful occupation

WAPDA hands over Plots,
Final Payments to Dasu
HPP-affected families

ISLAMABAD Achlie Gullepo, renewed livelihoods
(INP): In a significant Project Manager of and better futures,”
step towards commu- Dasu Hydro Consult- said Brig (Retd.) role in the project’s
nity rehabilitation, ant (DHC), handed Jadoon. development. China
Pakistan’s Water and over resettlement plot “We are commit- Gezhouba Group Co.
Power Development certificates and Tem- ted to ensuring thatall Ltd. (CGGC) is the
Authority (WAPDA) porary Relocation families affected by main contractor for
distributed final pay- Package (TRP) the Dasu project are Main Works-01, in-
ments and handed cheques to the af- resettled with dignity cluding the RCC dam,
over resettlement fected families, and support.” spillways, and river di-
plots to 65 households Gwadar Pro reported The DHPP re- versions. China Ci
displaced by the Dasu on Saturday. quired the acquisition Engineering Construc-
Hydropower Project According to the of 4,643 hectares of tion  Corporation
(DHPP), one of project statement, this land, directlyaffecting (CCECC) is building
Pakistan’s largest milestone marks a 767 households from the Right Acce:
clean energy initia- major advancementin 34 hamlets and vil- Road, while China
tives being developed the Dasu HPP’s com- lages. Gansu International
with the expertise of prehensive resettle- The project has Corporation for Eco-
Chinese companies.  ment program, aimed also documented and nomic and Technical

The Final Pay- at ensuring displaced protected several Cooperation
ment Distribution and communt receive community assets, in- (CGICOP) con-
Plot Handover Cer- fair compensation, im- cluding mosques, structed the Project
emony was held at the proved housing, and schools, health units, Colony. Power Con-
GM/PD Office in opportunitiestorebuild rock carvings, and a struction Corporation
WAPDA  Colony, theirlives inthe newly historic mosque, under of China (PCCC)
Choochang. Director established Khushi-1 a Resettlement holds the contract for
General Social Safe- Resettlement Village. Framework that the transmission line
guard Brig (Retd.) “This handover is guides land acquisition between Dubair
Khalid Khan Jadoon more than a transac- and ensures fair com- Khwar HPP and Dasu
of WAPDA and tion; it’s a promise of pensationand rehabili- HP

tation. Chinese com-
panies play a central

il
[HYDERABAD: Irrigation Kotri Barrage employees union level allegations General Secretary M
asraf kolachi speaking at a press conference at HPC.

that i to sup-
press their aspirations
and deny their right to
self-determination.

According to the
Kashmir Media Ser-
vice, October 27 is re-
membered as the

and the systematic
denial of fundamental
rights.

On this day in
1947, India invaded
Jammu and Kashmir
in blatant violation of
the Partition Plan a
move widely regarded
as illegal under inter-
national law.

Since then, the
deployment of Indian
forces has only inten-
sified the suffering,
subjugation, and dis-
possession of the
Kashmiri people.

Every year,
Kashmiris around the
world commemorate

October 27 with pro-
tests, public gather-
ings, and solidarity
events, reaffirming
their unwavering re-
solve to resist Indian
rule and reject New
Delhi’s unlawful oc-
cupation of Indian II-
legally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir
(HOJK).

Despite numerous
United Nations resolu-
tions affirming the
Kashmiri people's
right to self-determina-
tion through a free and
impartial plebiscite,
India continues to defy
international commit-
ments.

Under the BJP-
led Hindutva regime,
repression has wors-
ened marked by a bru-

tal crackdown on po-
litical dissent,

demographic ma-
nipulation, and a
sweeping erosion of
civil liberties leaving
Kashmiris stripped of
their basic rights and
freedoms.

Observers note
that India’s persistent
denial of the Kashmiri
people’s right to self-
determination stands
as a grave affront to
the global conscience.

The unwavering
resistance of
Kashmiris, in the face
of decades of oppres-
sion, demands urgent
international attention,
support, and meaning-
ful action to uphold jus-
tice and restore peace
in the region.
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[QUETTA: Governor Balochistan Jafar Khan Mandokhail offering Fateha on the
[death of late Haji Naseeb Khan Mandokhail.

Four arrested for torturing
polio team in Karachi

KARACHI(INP): Police
have arrested four
people for torturing
members ofa polio team
as they were taking part
in a vaccination cam-
paign in Karachi.

The incident took
place in Block No. 14 of
Federal B Area in
Karachi. Senior Superin-
tendent of Police Central
Zeeshan Siddique said
that a case is registered
against the accused in
Joharabad Police Sta-
tion in Karachi.

Earlier, on October
10,2025, a polio worker
was killed in a suspected
targeted attack on the
Super Highway.

Site Superhighway
Industrial Area SHO
Wilayat Shah said that
Rehmanullah, 30, was on
his way to Surjani Town
on a motorcycle when
unknown suspects

opened fire on him near
Jamia-tu-Rasheed. He
sustained critical bullet
wounds and was taken
to the Abbasi Shaheed
Hospital, where doctors
pronounced him dead.
The victim was a
resident of Quetta Town
near Madras Chowk.
ober 15, mili-
tants had killed a poluc
officer guarding polio
vaccination workers in
Nowshera District. The
policeman was killed on
the third day of a nation-
wide anti-polio cam-
paign targeting 45 mil-
lion children. "Two
armed militants targeted
a police officer assigned
to protect a polio team,"
local police official Bilal
Khan told AFP. "He was
killed on the spot,"
Khan added. The polio
team remained safe, ac-
cording to the police.

Wednesday's at-
tack was claimed by a
militant group called
Ittehad-ul-Mujahideen
Pakistan, a local off-
shoot of the Pakistani
Taliban.

A day earlier on
Tuesday (October 14), a
Levies constable de-
ployed for the security
ofa polio team was kill
when unidentified assail-
ants opened fire on him
in Swat district.

The polio workers
were administering vac-
cines inside a house
while the constable was
standing guard outside
when he was attacked.

Pakistan is one of
two countries, along
with Afghanman where
polio remains endemic,
but militants have killed
hundreds of police offic-
ers and health workers
over the past decade as

part of a campaign
against the Pakistani
state.

Pakistan recorded a
surge in polio cases last
year, with 74 infections

eported, compared to
just sixin 2023.

So far this year, 29
polio cases have been
recorded, with Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa account-
ing for 18 cases, the high-
est in the country.

Polio, a highly in-
fectious virus mainly af-
fecting children under
five, can result in life-
long paralysis but is eas-
ily prevented by the oral
administration of a few
drops of a vaccine.

There is a raft of
misinformation circulat-
ing about the vaccine in
rural Pakistan, including
that it is a CIA plot to
stop Muslims from hav-
ing children.




