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Quetta Teen Teacher’s

Murder: Police Arrest Key
Accused as Heartbroken
Father Demands Justice

Syed Ali Shah:
QUETTA: The
heartbreaking murder
of 17-year-old school
teacher Maryam Bibi
in Quetta’s Huda area
has sent shockwaves
across Balochistan, as
police arrested a key
accused involved in
the brutal killing that
sparked outrage on
social media.

According to Se-
nior Superintendent of
Police (SSP) Serious
Crimes Investigation
Wing, Imran Qureshi,
the arrested accused
has confessed to com-
mitting the crime.
“There were two men
involved — one riding
the motorcycle and the
other who opened fire
onthe young girl,” SSP
Qureshi told
quettavoice.com. He
confirmed that the

hood in shock. Her fa-
ther, Mir Ahmed,
could barely hold back
his tears as he spoke
to this daily.

“She was just a

demned the tragic in-
cident and demanded
swift justice for the
slain teenager.

Taking notice of
the public outcry, Chief

offering condolences
and prayers for the
de arted sou] and ex-

the erietstricken par-
ents.

main accused is now child... she was mur- Minister Mir Sarfaraz The tragic killing
in custody, while raids dered right outside our Bugti has directed po- of Maryam Bibi has
are underway o arrest home. lice to bring the perpe- once again raised s

This is unbearable
cruelty,” he said, his
voice breaking with

trators to justice.
“We are on it. The
accused will be ar-

rious questions about
the safety of young
women and teachers

the remaining accom-
plice.
Maryam, a prom-

ising young teacher emotion. rested and punished in Balochistan,
loved by her students, The killing went according to the law,” prompting calls for
was shot dead outside viral on social media, SSP Qureshi assured. stronger law enforce-
her residence, leaving where citizens from The SSP also vis- ment and protection

the entire neighbor- across Pakistan con- ited Maryam’s home, for educators.

FEU Noshki Seizes 300 Kg of
Meth Worth Rs18.67b

News Desk: In a major
counter-narcotics opera-
tion, the Field Enforce-
‘ment Unit (FEU) Noshki
confiscated more than
300 kilograms of Meth-
amphetamine (com-
monly known as Ice),
carrying an estimated
street value of Rs18.67
billion, according to of-
ficial sources on Satur-
day.

Following direc-
tives from the Assistant
Collector FEU Noshki,
enforcement personnel
intercepted a Hino truck
en route from Taftan to
Quetta. Upon an exten-
sive search, the team dis-
covered a custom-built
fuel tank discreetly in-
stalled beneath the rear
chassis of the vehicle.

A meticulous in-
spection of the tank led
to the discovery of mul-
tiple boxes wrapped in
plastic sheets, contain-
ing a suspicious crystal-

Hosl Tehsil, Kech
District, Turbat. The
truck and recovered ma-
terial were transported
to the FEU headquarters,
where verification con- FIR, taken the suspects
firmed the substance to into custody, and initi-
be Met ated in-
(Ice) weighing approxi- vestigation to trace the
‘mately 300 kilograms. mdcr trafficking net-
The Lumuldll\«c

L '
line substance. The two
individuals on board
failed to furnish any
credible explanation re-
garding the consign-
ment.

The detainces were
identified as Babul, son

value of the seized nar-
cotics and vehicle has
been estimated at around
Rs18.67 billion. Authori-
ties have registered an

of Dil Murad, and Amin
Baloch, son of Hussain,

both residents of

Three Suspected Robbers
Killed in Police Encounter
in Quetta’s Killi Khali Area

Three Suspected Robbers
Killed in Police Encounter in
Quetta S K]]ll Khali Area

Staff Reporter:
QUETTA:Three sus-
pected robbers were
killed during an ex-
change of gunfire with
police on the outskirts
of Quettx on Snturday

DSP
Shaukat Jadoon said
the incident took place
in Killi Khali, an area
falling under the juris-
diction of the Brewery
Police Station. A po-
lice patrol team was
reportedly fired upon
by armed suspects,
prompting law en-
forcement personnel
to retaliate.

“All three sus-
pects were neutralized
in the exchange of
fire,” DSP Jadoon
stated. “Weapons and

Security forces kill 25 terrorists in
two separate KP operations: ISPR

NEWS DESK: Security
forces foiled two major
terrorist infiltration at-
tempts from Afghanistan
on 24-25 October 2025,
Killing 25 militants, in-
cluding four suicide
bombers, and seizing a
large cache of weapons
and explosives in sepa-
rate operations in North
Waziristan and Kurram
districts, the military’s
‘media wing said on Sun-

ions.

Authorities said
increased police pa-
trolling continues in
Quetta’s outskirts to
curb incidents of rob-
bery, street crime, and
armed attacks.

ties. Police have
launched an investiga-
tion to ascertain the
identities of the sus-
pects and their pos-
sible links to recent
criminal activities in
Quetta and nearby re-

ammunition were re-
covered from their
possession.”

The bodies of the
deceased were shifted
to Bolan Medical Col-
lege Hospital for
medico-legal formali-

covered from the slain
militants.

Fitna al Khawarij is
the state-designated
term for the banned
Tehreek-i-Taliban Paki-

point out that these in- forces of Pakistan re-
filtration attempts by main resolute and unwa-
Fitna al Khwarij are be- vering in their commit-
ing carried out atatime ment to defend the
when delegations of Pa- nation’s frontiers, and
kistan and Afghanistan such sacrifices of our
are engaged in talks in brave soldiers further
Tiirkiye; casting doubts ;lrcnglhcn our resolve,”
on the intentions of the its

Interim Afghan Govern-
‘ment with regards to ad- tion is being conducted
dressingthe issue of ter-  to eliminate any other
rorism emanating from Indian sponsored kharji
its soil,” the statement found in the area as re-

statement
added that despite suc-
cessfully thwarting the
infiltration attempt, five
soldiers sacrificed their
lives during the intense
firefights.

bdmmauon opera-

ay.

¥ According to the
Inter-Services Public Re-
lations (ISPR), on 24-25
October 2025, security
forces detected move-
ments of two large
eroups of khwarij at-
fempting to infiltrate P
Kistan from Afghanist
near Ghaki in Kurram Dis-
trict and Spinwam in
North Waziristan Dis-
trict.

“Own troops effec-
tively engaged these
groups of Khwarij [and]
as aresult of precise and
skilful engagements, fif-
teen khwarij, including . ; :
four suicide bombers The fallen included ~ said. lentless counter-terror-
belongmg to[the] Indian Havildar Manzoor It added that Paki- ism campaign under vi-

prox: Hussain (35, District stan had consistently sion

Fitna al Khwarij Ghizar), Sepoy Nau been asking the Interim “Azm e Istehkam”
were sent to hell in Ilyas Kiyani (23, District Afghan Government to (as approved by Federal
Spinwam, North Poonch), Sepoy ensure effective border Apex Committee on Na-
‘Waziristan District,” the  Muhammad Adil (24, management on their tional Action Plan) by
statement said. District Kasur), Sepoy side of the borderand is  the security forces and

It added that an- ShahJehan (25, District expected to fulfil its ob- law enforcement agen-
other ten infiltrating Vehari), and Sepoy Ali ligations of the Doha cies of Pakistan will con-
Kkhwarij were killed in Asghar (25, District Pak Agreement and deny tinue at full pace to wipe
Ghaki, Kurram District, Pattan), who embraced the use of Afghan soil out the menace of for-
and a large cache of martyrdom while fight- by Khwarij against Pa- eign sponsored and sup-
weapons, ammunition, ing gallantl istan. ported terrorism from

and explosives was re- “It is significant to “The  security the country, it said.

MDCAT 2025: 140, 000 Students Compete for 22,000 Medical Seats

Health Desk
ISLAMABAD: More
than 140,000 aspiring
doctors and dentists are
appearing today (Sun-
day) for the Medical and
Dental Colleges Admis-
sion Test (MDCAT

npeting for just
22,000 seats in public
and private medical and
d:inltal colleges across

the MDCAT, including:

University  of
Health Sciences (UHS)‘
Lahore Sukkur IBA Uni
versity, Sindh

Khyber Medical
University (KMU),
Peshawar

Bolan University of
Medical and Health Sci-
ences, Quetta

Shaheed Zulfigar
Ali Bhutto Medical Uni-
versity (SZABMU),

lamabad

Strict Security
and Fairness

Measures

PMDC President Dr.
Rizwan Taj confirmed
that all universities had
finalized comprehensive
arr for the
fair, transparent, and se-
cure conduct of the
MDCAT 2025.

“All institutions
have been instructed to
ensure transparency

The nationwide en-
try test is being con-
ducted simultaneously
at 32 examination cen-
tres, including an inter-
national centre in
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.
The Pakistan Medical
and Dental Council
(PMDC) is overseeing
the process to ensure

and fair-

ness.
Universities
Conducting
MDCAT 2025

equipped with mobile Each venue has
jammers to block unau- been set up with com-
bl

The final results are
expected to be released
within one week, fol-
lowed by a post-hoc
analysis report within 10
days of result an-
nouncement.

Additionally, candi-
dates will be able to re-
quest rechecking of
their marks within three
days after the result dec-
laration.

MDCAT 2025
—A Highly
Competitive
Test
With over 140,000

Dr. Taj emphasized
that strict protocols
have been implemented
to maintain exam integ-
rity and record-keepin

Bubble sheets with
carbon copies have
been provided to candi-
dates.

Question papers
are to be opened only in
the presence of wit-
nesses.

After the test, an-
swer sheets will be se-
curely collected and
stored.

Original examina-
tion papers will be re-
tained by universities
for at least 12 months

after result declaration. ~ students vying for just
MDCAT An- 22,000 seats, MDCAT
remains one oflhe most

swer Key and s
Result Date  2ms.in Pakistan. The
PMDC has reiterated its.

According  to  commitment to ensuring
PMDC, the official amerit-based, transpar-

MDCAT 2025 answer

Transparency
key will be uploaded on

Protocols and

systems, and drinking

an ent, and corruption-free
water facilities to accom-

admission process for

and fairness. Examina-
tion centres are

Several major insti-

thorized de- arrange-
tutions are organizing vices,” said Dr. Taj. ments, climate control

university websites im-
mediately after the test.

future medical and den-

Paper Security tal professionals.

optimal conditions.
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Balochistan’s Climate Fund — A

Lifeline Against Growing Disasters

Editori:
Balochistan has
taken a historic and
timely step by establish-
ingts first-ever Climate
Fund, a move that sig-
nals the province’s rec-
ognition of the existen-
tial threat posed by glo-
bal warmingand climate
change. In his recent
meeting with British
High Commissioner Jane
Marriott, Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti rightly
underscored the ur-
gency of mobilizing re-
sources to safeguard
communities from natu-
ral calamities that are
growing in frequency
and intensity.
Floods In Bunair

The tragic flash

ﬂoods in the Bunair area
Khyber

Pukhloonkhwﬂ this
month, which claimed
precious human lives,
are a grim reminder of
Pakistan’s extreme vul-
nerability. The province
sits on a fragile ecolo;
cal and seismic zone —
prone not only to floods
but also to recurring
droughts, earthquakes,
and the looming threat
of desertification. Each
disaster further strains
an already fragile infra-
structure, displaces

communities, and deep-
ens povert
Stop Deforestation
The Climate Fund,
ifimplemented transpar-
ently and effectively,
has the potential to be-
come a lifeline for mil-
lions.

It can provide the
financial base for disas-
ter preparedness, early
warning systems, refor-
estation, water manage-
ment, and community
resilience projects.
Equally important, it can
build trust between the
government and people
by showing that saved
resources — like the Rs.
14 billion curtailed from
non-developmental ex-
penditures — are being
invested in protecting
lives and livelihoods.

The Battle Cannot Be
Fought Alone
However, climate

change is not a battle
that Balochistan can
fight alone. Partner-
ships with international
allies, such as the
United Kingdom, are
essential in bringing
technical expertise, in-
novative solutions, and
funding support. Train-
ing local institutions,
particularly in areas like
disaster management

and environmental gov-
emnance, should be a top

provincial
government’s commit-
ment to reforms in gov-
ernance, education, and
healthcare is commend-
able, but the climate
emergency must remain
at the center of its devel-
opment agenda. Without
climate resilience, all
other reforms risk being
washed away by the next
flood or crippled by the
next drought.

Balochistan has
shown leadership by
creating this Climate
Fund.

The next step is to
ensure that it does not
become another
underutilized policy ini-
tiative. Effective moni-
toring, independent
oversight, and commu-

Multivariate Aspects of Climate

Change in Pakistan

Syed Mansoor pendant on water flow of climate change in ice barriers in the run-
Ahmed from the Indus river. the center of freshwa- ningrivers due to fron-
Climate change Glacial flood out- ter. The lake flooding tal advance, near to
steams unbeatable burst also poses a se- displaced more than the densely populaled
challenges in the fu- rious threat to the 6,000 people fromup- areas of the
ture. According to the country’s climate in stream villages and in- Karakorum region.
World Bank report, the Karakorum range. undated over 19 kilo- By constant observa-
Pakistan stands 6th in The sole aim was meters of  the tion of the prevailing
affectee of climate reaching and under- Karakorum Highway. and growing threat of
change. The awful standing the possible Recently, global climate change, it is
and deadly floods of nodes of surge-type warming and subse- airing the endless fu-
2010, and 2011, ex- glaciers, which are quent climate change ture threat only due to
tremely dry weather in characterized by un- have increased the the GLOFs. For in-
arainy area, and fluc- stcady movements constant state of fear stance, the Indus
tuation in actual cli- and frequent frontal and the risk of missive River System (IRS) is
!

mate pattern is alarm- advances of glaciers. outburst floodinginthe the jugular vein of ir-
ing and despairing As result, it causes respective mountain- rigation in Pakistan. It
signs among all the natural hazards by ob- ous region. The com- is providing water for
dwellers of the town. structing river chan- prehensive field evi- almost 90% of the
Climate nels, forming ice- dence, local testimo- food product in Paki-
dammed lakes, which nies by the natives, stan.
Change and il ultimately cause modernapplications of
Agriculture GLOFs and pose remote sensing, and
in Pakistan threats downstream of = cross-correlation fea-
1 1 the water. After mean- ture-tracking tech- down the water flow-
In addition, Paki- ingful analysis, it re- niques provides the ing pace downstream.
stan is a semi-arid vealed that a surge be- improved understand- And could raise a
country. The focal and ~tween 1998 and 2002 ing of glacier surges deep impasse among
source of 6 GLOFs.  andice-dam formation  the units for water dis-

The ice-dam for-
mation due to the
GLOFs will slow

nity will be
key to making it a suc-
cess.

In the face of global
warming, every delay
carries a cost in human
lives and economic sta-
bility. The Chief Minis-
ter must now take all
possible steps to trans-
late the promise of the
Climate Fund into tan-
gible protections for the
people of Balochistan.

water is from the disclosed the scale fu- tribution formula. In
snow-covered Hima- aln,ages by ture threat. the end,

layan and  the Climate Glaciers in it will ultimately
Karakorum in the Change: . . surface the challenge
Northern  Areas. Pakistan: of food insecurity in
Indus, Jhelum, Meanwhile, rigor- It is also noted, Pakistan.

Chenab, Ravi, and the ous critical exploration historically, in the The Karakorum

Sutlej rivers flow of the Attabad Lake Karakorum Range 39 Range, more impor-
through this area. of Hunza Valley in glaciers are respon- tantly, is the home of
Within the water cal- Gilgit-Baltistan is the sible for ice-dam for- the anucnpaung One
culus, the country’s distinctive eventtojus- mation. On the other Belt One Road Initia-
entire agriculture is de- tify the future threats hand, 36 glaciers build tive (OBOR) by giv-

ing with a potential
corridor through the
Karakorum Highway
from Khunjerab to the
seaport at Gawadar in
Balochistan (CPEC)
on the Indian Ocean.
Therefore, the smooth
running of the traffic
on the roads is the
keynote for progres-
sive economic devel-
opment. While the ice
barriers in rivers due
to frontal advance

could inundate the
blacktops of the
Karakorum Highway.
The dislocation and
dissolution of roads
will give birth to never-
ending challenges due
to the factor of
GLOFs. In the same
run, these lakes and
GLOFs attracted me-
dia, political, and sci-
entific attention be-
cause of the repeated
outburst of floods. So,
it needs the heart
blood as well as col-
lective effective ef-
forts to bring down the
scale of the future
threat without causing
infinite miseries.

The writer is a
Public Policy Analyst
and Lecturer at
BUET, Khuzdar.

Artificial Intelligence Just Taking Baby Steps

Syed Muhammad
Qaseem:
Artificial
Intelligence(Al) is the
simulation of human in-
telligence in computer
systems. In simple
words, Al enables ma-
chines to perform
tasks that require hu-
man intelligence. Those
tasks can be learning
from past experiences,
solving problems, an
making predictions
based on provided data.
Until now, Al has just
started taking baby
steps but it is growing

at a much rapid rate.

Every invention
had various positive
and negative impacts
on human civilization.
According to Google’s
CEO, Sundar Pichai
“Al will have a more
profound impact on
human beings than
fire, electricity, and the
internet”. This innova:
tion also has both po:
tive and negative im-
pacts on human beings.
If it is left unchecked
it will have adverse im-
pacts on human cre-
ativity, the job market,
and the flow of infor-
mation. However, the
positive use of Al will
bring major advance-
ments in medical sci-
ence, education, agri-
culture, etc. In the fol-
lowing paragraphs, the
impacts of Al on hu-
mans are described.

Negative Impacts
of AL

Alis a technologi-
cal tool and its use can
be both positive and
negative, although, it is
in the hands of human
beings on how to use
it. Following are some
negative impacts of Al
on humans.

Deep Fakes
Through Generative
Al

" Inthe age of infor-
mation technology,

misinformation is a
major issue. The intro-
duction of generative
Al into public space
has further worsened
the predicament of in-
formation
Through generative
Al deep fakes are gen-
erated. These deep
fakes are difficult to
judge, as original or
fake, for a person who
as no knowledge of
AL The deep fakes can
be an image, a video,
or a voice note. Re-
cently, in Slovakia’s
2023 elections, a fake
voice of a party’s
leader and a journalist
was shared on social
media, in which they
were talking about pur-
chasing votes from the
poor population. This
voice badly reduced
the vote bank of that
party during elections.
Another example of
the deep fakes that cre-
ated uncertainty was
pictures of the former
US president, Donald
Trump’s arrest, which
provoked his
supporter’s  senti-
ments against the state.
Therefore, if the use of
generative Al is left un-
checked, bad actors in
society will use it for
their own purposes
and spread wrong in-
formation.
Al’s use in War
Using AI for the
purpose of Al will have
ferocious results. Be-
cause Al unlike hu-
mans has no fear,
doesn’t commit mis-
takes, doesn’t get tired,
and has no mercy. So,
it can fight much bet-
ter than a soldier. Thus,
Countries are trying to
develop Al fighters,
robots, and drones for
the maximization of
power. This will at-
tract the attention of
their rival countries to
build Al war machines

for the balance of
power. Hence, like
nuclear weapons, Al
will further worsen se-
curity dilemmas if used
for the purpose of war.
is a Major
Threat to Human Cre-
ativity
Creativity is a
unique characteristic of
human beings due to
which they bring devel-
opment, prosperity,
modernization, and
easiness in their lives.
But man-made intelli-
gence is growing so

rapidly that it has posed
a grave threat to the
creativity of God’s hu-
mankind. With only a
few clicks and in some
seconds, an Al pro-
gram can write a book,
anovel, a poem, an as-
signment and an article.
Furthermore, it can
sing a song, draw a
painting, solve a prob-
lem, and make a predic-
tion. On the other side,
it takes much effort and
time for a human to do

all these tasks. Due to nor have sleep prob- positively. Humans remain
the lazy and comfort- lems, consequently, Al can Revolu- curious to predict
seeking nature of hu- companies are manu- tionize the Medical things or the outcome
man beings, now they facturing Al-driven FieldAlalongwithsyn- of events. If data is fed
mostly rely on Al to cars to avoid road ac- thetic biology can to an Al it can find
perform these tasks. cidents. Journalistsand transform the world patterns in that data,
With the passage of content writers de- shaped until now. Al and based on those pat-
time Al is learning more mand huge salaries for and synthetic biology terns it can give pre-
skills and human’sreli- their work, while, can eradicate debilitat- dictions. For example:
ance on Al s further in- ChatGPT is a free Al ing diseases, and find Al can predict election
creasing. This increase app that can do the treatments for results, market demand
in reliance on Al will same tasks freely and pandemics, thus pro- for a product, predict
cause the death of cre- quickly. More inierest- viding health benefits. weather etc. In the US
ativity in humans. ingly, AIwnll replaceits Al has also made a lot 2020 presidential elec-
Aland Job Market o n of achievements in the tions, an Al model was
“ Al is coming to founders(Software field of surgery. Last trained to predict the
take your job”, this Engineers) who devel- year, an Al robot per- outcome of elections.
news was seen on oped Al asAlcanwrite formed a successful Tweets and Facebook
posts were fed to the
model from which Al
separated positive and
negative sentiments
about former US
President Trump and
current US President
Joe Biden. Based on the
high number of posi-
tive sentiments, the Al
model predicted that
Trump would win the
elections, and he won.
So, humans can take
advantage of this fea-
ture of Al and can reap
its benefits.
Boosting Agricul-
ture Through AT
Pakistan is an ag-
riculture-based coun-
try, and enhancing the
agriculture sector will
boost the country’s
economic  perfor-
mance. Al can increase
agricultural production
by predicting the best
time to cultivate and
| harvest a crop. It is
many news platforms code and find errors in egg surgery in which also capable of identi-
when ChatGPT was it. To sum up, Al has the inner layer ofanegg fying soil conditions,
launched in Nov 2022. much potential to re- was stitched. Addition- plant diseases, weather
As stated earlier, Al is place the human ally, an Al Chatbot can forecasts, and when
efficient and less time- workforce. also prescribe medi- plants need to be irri-
consuming in perform- Positive Impacts cines and treatment for gated. Moreover, Al
ing a task. Therefore, of Al a disease based on the can analyze the
it has made millions of Along with nega- provided symptoms. In market’s supply and
people joblessin almost tive impacts, Al can the coming years, Al demand chain. Al will
every field, whether also be advantageous will further advance it- be efficient in saving
they are hotel waiters, for humans if used for selfin the medical field the loss of water dur-
drivers, journalists, welfare purposes. In and people will take nu-  ing irrigation. Sec-
software éngineers and the following para- merous benefits from ondly. it will provide a

soil fertility and water
needs. To sum up,
equipping agriculture
with AT systems will
boost agricultural pro-
duction and prevent
heavy water losses.

Recommendations
for the Pakistani Gov-
ernment

The world has en-
tered into the race of A
development. Fortu-
nately, Pakistan has a
huge human resource,
but making them skil-
ful in the field of Al is
a hard task to do. All
provincial govern-
ments should include
Al in the school cur-
riculum. There should
be an Al portal for stu-
dents, from where
they can get updates
about Al developments
around the globe and
jobs announced by the
government. Further-
more, universities must
be directed to increase
practical work in Al
rather than theoretical.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Al
nevertheless advanta-
geous, poses a grave
threat to human civili-
zation. If Al is left un-
checked, it can spread
misinformation
through deep fakes,
worsen the status quo
of security dilemmas,
cause the death of hu-
man creativity, and take
jobs. So, all countries
should sit on a single
platform and form
laws to control the de-
velopment and intro-
duction of Al tools in
public space. In addi-
tion, Al companies
should include a water-
mark to the content
generated through Al
to cope with misinfor-
mation. In the end, Al
will be more hazardous
if it gets consciousness

content writers etc. Al- graphs, some advan- it. suitable
driven cars neither tages of Al are de- Prediction Based for the plants to grow
cross the speed limit scribed if Al is used on Provided Data through maintaining

and moves physicall
freely without being
dependant on humans.
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Students protest outside MDCAT centres after being denied entry in Rawalpindi

RAWALPINDI dents, they reached difference of the ad- Dental — Council
(INP): Several stu-  the examination centre ~ministration. (PMDC), as many as
dents appearing in after completing the  The Medical and 140,125 candidates

MDCAT exam have
complained that they
were not allowed to
enter various exami-
nation centres in
Rawalpindi.
According to stu-

from across the coun-
try participated in the
exam.

relevant documents,
but were not allowed
to enter due to a few
minutes' delay. There
is a fear that all their
hard work will be
wasted due to the in-

Dental College Ad-
mission est
(MDCAT) 2025 was
held across the coun-
try on Sunday. Ac-
cording to the Paki-
stan Medical and

An international
centre was also estab-
lished in Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia.

MDCAT.

In Larkana, more
than 3,000 students
appeared in the
MDCAT examina-
tions being held in
IBA Centre in Sukkur
for admission in
Benazir Bhutto Medi-
cal College, Larkana.

Dental College Admis-
sion test is also com-
menced in Lahore.
Examination centres
were established in the
Township, Gulberg and
Model Town. Section
144 was also imposed
in the provincial me-
tropolis due to the

As many as 1153
students are appearing
in the MDCAT exami-
nation at Khawaja
Farid  University.
Rahim Yar Khan. Sec-
tion 144 was also im-
posed in Rahim Yar
Khan due to the exami-
nation.

As many as
33,000 students are
taking part in the
MDCAT examination
in Karachi, Central
Incharge Dr Sharjeel
de-sealed MDCAT
papers in Dow Cam-
pus of Karachi

The Medical and

KARACHI: Federal \1|nnter for Health Syed Musm‘n Kamaland Provincial Minister for Health Bakht Muhammad Kakar speaking|

d Health Asia “onferencein Karachi.

Trump credits Qatar for key role
in advancing Gaza peace plan

DOHA (INP): United
States President Donald
Trump has thanked
Qatar for its critical role
in mediating ceasefire
efforts in Gaza, as dis-
cussions on the next
phase of the Washing-
ton-led peace plan con-
tinue.

Trump met Qatari
Emir Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad Al Thani and
Prime Minister Sheikh
Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman bin
Jassim Al Thani aboard
Air Force One during a
refuelling stop in the
Gulfna(mn en route to

Mala

very big factor in it, 501
just want to thank you.”

Ina post on X, Emir
Sheikh Tamim expressed
satisfaction with the
meeting, calling it *
good opportunity to dis-
cuss peace plans in the
Middle East, follow up
on efforts to solidify the
agreement to end the
warin Gaza, and explore
prospects for strategic
cooperation between
our two friendly na-
tions.”

According to the
Qatar News Agency, the
leaders also discussed
“supporting peace in the
region, consolidating
the agreement to end the
war in Gaza, and ensur-
ing the parties’ imple-
mentation of all its pro-
visions.”

The talks come
amid ongoing efforts by
the Trump Siministra,

tion to implement the
second phase of the
Gaza peace plan,

Several senior offi-
cials, including Vice
President JD Vance and
Secretary of State
Marco Rubio, visited Is-
rael carlier this week to
ensure compliance with
the truce and discuss
next steps.

Trump assured re-
porters  that the
ceasefire remains intact
but warned that any vio-
lations would be met
with swift action. “If not,
Hamas will not be hard
to take care of. It will be
very quickly.

But I hope it holds
for Hamas, t0o, because
they gave us their word
on something,” he said.

Proposal for inter-
national stabilisation

also suggested that
Qutari troops, along with
personnel from other
countries, could join an

“international
stabilisation force” to
‘maintain security in Gaza.

“We have 59 coun-
tries. We have a lot of
countries that are mgncd
on,” Trump stated. “This
should be an enduring
peace.”

He added that lead-
ership roles within the
force are currently being
finalized and that deploy-
ment L()I.l]d begin “pretty
quickly.”

Despite diplomatic
progress, Israel has con-
tinued its strikes on Gaza,
with at least one person
killed and four others
injured in recent attacks.
Meanwhile, aid deliveries
remain restricted, exacer-
bating the humanitarian
crisis in the territory.

Pakistan players cleared to play
BBL after NOC uncertainty

LAHORE (INP): Paki-
stan players with deals
in the BBL have been
given approval to join
the competition after
concerns they would be
caught up in the PCB's
refusal to issue No Ob-
jection Certificates for
overseas tournaments.

In late September,
the PCB's chief operat-
ing officer Sumair
Ahmad Syed sent a no-
tice informing players
and agents of the
board's decision to stop
players joining T20
leagues. However, on
Saturday, Cricket Aus-
tralia chief executive
Todd Greenberg con-
firmed the Pakistan play-
ers would arrive for the

BL as scheduled.

"That came
through last week,"
Greenberg said. "So
they'll all be playing,
they've all been cléared
to play, which we're re-
ally excited about be-
cause we've got some
great Pakistan players in
the BBL, so looking for-
ward to seeing them here
this summer.”

Babar Azam
(Sydney  Sixers),
Shaheen Shah Afridi

Wc ve done a lot
together, especially in
the last year,” Trump
said alongside the
lean lead “What
we’ve done i incredible
— peace to the Middle
East — and they were a

force
The US president

his future.

"Short, medium
term [ think it is realistic
over time," Greenberg
said of whether more In-
dian players could join
the league. "We're going
to keep the dialogue
open. I think that
Ravichandran Ashwin
comingis a really impor-
tant moment for the BBL
and it will highlight the
strength of bringing In-
dian players into the
league.

What that mani-
fests over time I think is
to be seen. Some of that
will depend on whether
we take private capital
into the BBL which is an
open conversation for us
at the moment.

Cricket Australia is
currently exploring the
potential of private in-
vestment in the BBL
with Greenberg and chair
Mike Baird hopeful of
progress being made by
the end of the year al-
though there remains
some uncertainty of the
best path forward
among some states.

"We should have
aspirations to make sure
the very best players,
both here in Australia

(Brisbane Heat), Hasan
Ali (Adelaide Strikers),
Mohammad Rizwan
(Melbourne Renegades),
Haris Rauf (Melbourne
Stars) and Shadab Khan
(Sydney Thunder) are
those with deals for the
tournament that begins
on December 14 and
runs to January 25.

An eagerly antici-
pated head-to-head are
the contests between
Babar and Shaheen
which will take place on
January 5 and 18. The
Pakistan players will
also come up against R
Ashwin when they face
Sydney Thunder, while
he and Shadab will be in
the same squad.

Thunder's signing
of Ashwin was a signifi-
cant moment for the BBL
with the deal becoming
season-long after he was
not bought at the ILT20
auction.

It has prompted talk
of whether more Indian
players later in their ca-
reers will follow Ashwin's
path of retiring to explore
overseas opportunities,
with Virat Kohli's name
naturally high on the list
even though he has
given few clues about

and globally, can play in
the BBL," Greenberg
aid.

"That costs money
because players have le-
verage and opportunity
to playall over the world.
That's one of the primary
drivers [for] why we
would consider bringing
private capital into the
BBL so that we can com-
pete on the global stage.
We're a small domestic
market_here, but we're
competing globally and
to do that we've got to
be the best version of
ourselves.

A critical extension
of that is keeping hold of
the best Australian play-
ers. A report in Nine
newspapers earlier this
month said that Pat
Cummins and Travis
Head had turned down
A$10 million offers to
sign long-term deals with
one of the IPL franchises
which has teams around
the world.

Greenberg did not
have significant con-
cerns about the current
group of senior Austra-
Tia players walking away
but said that it could de-
velop into a major issue
for the next generation.

INOSHKE: IG Police i
court on the occasion of his visit.

India’s invasion of Kashmir root cause
of conflict, unrestin SA: Altaf Wani

ISLAMABAD (INP): 1947 is still going on un- added. He noted that the
cting  Chairman abated,” the Front leader UNSC resolutions, which
Jammu and Kashmir said, adding that inno- call for a free and impar-
National Front Altaf cent people are still be- tial plebiscite in the re-
Hussain Wani has said  ing killed with impunity. gion, were endorsed by
that 27 October was the - Referring to India’s his- the Indian representative
darkest  day tory of colonizing Kash- in the UN Security Coun-
Kashmir’ mir, he said that the set- cil, particularly then Prime
tory. "India’s naked ag- tler-colonial policies of Minister Jawaharlal
gression on this fateful India have instilled a Nehru.
day in 1947 is the root sense of fear among Referring to the recent
cause of the Kashmir Kashmiris who feel in- confrontation between
conflict that continues creasingly unsafe even in India and Pakistan,
to threaten peace and their homeland. The con- which brought the two
stability in the South flict, he said, has now as- nuclear neighbours to
Asian region even after sumed dangerous pro- the brink of war, Wani
the passage of 78 portions after the BIP-led said that the unresolved
regime stripped the re- dispute remains a con-
gion of its special status stant threat to peace and
guaranteed under Article stability in the region.
370 of the Indian consti- He said it was high
tution. Terming India’s time the global commu-
military occupation of nity took cognizance of
Kashmir a great threat to India’s prolonged military
regional peace and stabil- occupation of the dis-
ity, Wani said it was puted territory and
alarming that world pow- played its role in settling
ers have been ignoring the conflict peacefully in
this dangerous aspect of accordance with the
the long-drawn conflict. UNSC resolutions.

US troops head toward Venezuela
amid Trump’s push against Maduro

WASHINGTON (INP):
The United States has
deployed B-1 super-
sonic bombers to the
coast of Venezuela,
strengthening its mili-
tary presence in the Car-
ibbean amid rising ten-
sions with the regime of
President  Nicolas
Maduro.

The Pentagon re-
ported that the B-1s

Urging influential world
governments and insti-
tutions to take effective
notice of the matter, he
said, “The dispute, if
left unresolved, is
bound to consume
more precious lives be-

es fuelling unrest in
this highly volatile re-
gion.” He lamented that
along with using its re-
pressive state appara-
tus, the Indian rulers
have been employing
colonialbera tactics to
crush the Kashmiris' le-
gitimate political aspira-
tions and silence demo-
cratic dissent in the re-
gion. “Not with stand-
ing its commitments on
Kashmir, successive In-
dian governments have
unabashedly pursued a
policy of deceit and de-
ception to neutralize the
Kashmiris’ legitimate
struggle for the right to
self-determination,” he

today. This act of ag-
gression, he said, had
not only created
hurdles in the way of the
partition plan but also
pushed the entire region
into a quagmire of chaos
and instability. “The
bloodshed that India
started in_occupied
Jammu and Kashmir in

Sea toward the Venezu-
elan coast as part of rou-
tine training exercise:
Meanwhile, a US official,
speaking on condition of
anonymity, confirmed
that the flights

took place near
Venezuela’s shores but
did not specify whether
the aircraft entered the
country’s airspace.
e B-1 Lancer is

craft, including long-
range cruise

missiles. At _the
same time, a US official
speaking to journalists
on condition of ano-
nymity confirmed that
the flights took place
near

Venezuela’s coast
but did not specify
whether the aircraft en-
tered the country’s air-

sified since September
that’s when American
forces began striking
vessels allegedly used
for drug trafficking near
Venezuelan waters, ac-
cording to President
Donald Trump.

The operations
sparked speculation that
Washington might be
preparing a larger-scale
mission against the re-

took off from Dyess Air cnpab]e of carrying the space. gime of Nicolds Maduro,
Force Base in Texas and  largest weapons payload US military activity wl\um the US accuses of
flew over the Caribbean ~ of any US Air Force air- in the region has inten- narco-terrorism.

e
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Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi meets British HC, acting US ambassador

ISLAMABAD
(INP): Interior Minis-
ter Syed Mohsin Naqvi
on Sunday held sepa-
rate meetings with
British High Commis-
sioner (HC) Jane
Marriott and Deputy

Natalie A.

Baker, and dis-
cussed with them
overall regional situa-
tion and matters of
mutual interest.

Discussions were
also held on increasing

formed the interior
minister about the
UK’s National Crime
Agency director
general’s (DG) visit to
Pakistan next month.
During the DG’s
visit, memorandums of

for security purposes.

Speaking to Jane,
Naqvi thanked the
British government for
allowing the resump-
tion of flight operation
from Pakistan to the
UK after a gap of five

Chief of Mission cooperation for com- years. understanding (MoUs)
(DCM) at the US em-  bating narcotics and The British HC, would be signed in the
bassy in Islamabad human smuggling and on the occasion, in- fields of

the latter said that
Pakistan’s efforts for
the elimination of ter-
rorism were praise-
worthy.

She expressed the
resolve to increase
cooperation with Paki-
stan in the fields of
security and the war
on terror.

the international com-
munity in the war on
terror.

Speaking on the
occasion, Jane said
that her country at-
tached great impor-
tance to its relations
with Pakistan.

tions in Pakistan. “The
center will help en-
hance cooperation be-
tween both countries
in matters related to
extradition and oth-
ers,” he added.

He also renewed
the government of
Pakistan’s pledge to
continue to work with

and anti-narcotics.
Nagqvi expressed
the hope that the
projects like the Cen-
ter of Excellence
launched in collabora-
tion with the British
high commission
would play a use-
ful role in increasing During his meet-
the capacity of institu- ing with Natalie Baker,

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif addresses the ceremony of restoration|
of domestic connections of Regasified Liquified Natural Gas.

Pakistan, Iran agree on new
trade and transport cooperation

ISLAMABAD stan-Iran serves as a critical role” in fostering re-
(INP): Pakistan and border. The com- trade link between gional ties.

Iran have taken a ma- mittee will present its Pakistan and Iran. Commerce Minis-
jor step forward in report within a week, Morcover, ter Jam Kamal Khan
strengthening bilateral slgnalmg both govern- it was decided expressed Pakistan’s
ties, agreeing to ments’ to thatthe di desire to increase bi-

lateral trade volume
with Iran to $10 billion,
reflecting growing op-
timism about regional
economic integration.
The Iranian minister, in
turn, invited Abdul
Aleem Khan to visit
Iran again, underlining
Tehran’s intent to sus-
tain the positive mo-

Islamabad-Tehran-
Istanbul train project
will be reviewed in
December, indicating
renewed momentum
on regional transport
projects.

Railways Minister
Hanif Abbasi empha-
sized the importance
of accelerating the

swift action.

Federal Minister
for Communications
Abdul Aleem Khan
directed the ecarly
clearance of Iranian
trucks atborder points
and offered Iran trade
access to China and
other countries
through Pakistan’s

launch joint initiatives
in logistics, trade, and
transport. The deci-
sion came during high-
level talks in
Islamabad between
federal ministers from
both countries.
Federal Ministers
Abdul Aleem Khan,
Jam Kamal Khan, and

Hanif Abbasi met with  strategic trade corri- implementation of the mentum.

Iranian ~ Minister dors. agreement signed with Abdul  Aleem
Farzana Sadiq, who is The move is seen Iran in September. Khan reiterated that
currently visiting Paki- as a step toward en- Meanwhile, the Ira- Pakistanremains com-

stan.

During the meet-
ing, both sides agreed
to establish a joint
committee aimed at
resolving trade chal-
lenges along the Paki-

nian minister called for
increased maritime
cooperation between
Chabahar and
Gwadar ports, appre-
ciating Abdul Aleem
Khan’s  “dynamic

Experts call for coherent border
management policy with Afghanistan

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Panelists at a round-
table discussion have
stressed that Pakistan
must develop a long-
term, coherent border
management policy and
engage with a broader
spectrum of Afghan so-
ciety, including the Af-
ghan diaspora, and
move beyond an exclu-
sive reliance on the
Taliban.

The experts also
delved into the complex
internal dynamics of the
Taliban regime, identi-
fied as a key obstacle to
resolving the issue of
anti-Pakistan groups,
which operate from the
Afghan soil.

recently
brokered Doha agree-
ment, with Qatar and
Turkey as guarantors,
was cited as a poten-
tially more effective
mechanism for media-
tion and dialogue.

The implications of
the ongoing tensions
were om
both economic and geo-
political angles.

The Beaconhouse
National University
(BNU) Center for Pullcy
Research (BCPR) host
this critical roundtable
discussion titled

“Pakistan-Afghani-
stan Escalation: Causes,
Implications and Way
Forward.” The event
convened leading ex-
perts on Afghanistan-
Pakistan relations to dis-
sect the unprecedented
downturn in relations
between the two neigh-
boring nations and to
explore viable pathways
toward de-escalation
and sustainable dia-
logue. The discussion,
facilitated by Ambassa-
dor Mansoor Ahmad
Khan, Director of BCPR,
featured insights from
prominent panelists, in-
cluding Dr. Tahir
Kamran, Dean School

hancing regional con-
nectivity and expand-
ing Iran’s trade routes.

Both countries
agreed to restore the
Quetta-Zahedan rail-
way track, which

mitted to promoting
regional trade, con-
nectivity, and mutual
relations, adding that
both countries are
“‘coming closer after a
long time.”

for Liberal Arts & Social
Sciences at BNU, jour-
nalists Mr. Tahir Khan
and Mr. Hassan Khan,
‘who have extensive ex-
perience covering Af-
ghanistan, and Dr. Syed
Hussain Shaheed
Soherwordi, professor of
International Relations,

om the University of
Peshawar. The dialogue
centered on the severe
tensions that have esca-
lated since the Taliban's
return to power in Kabul
in August 2021, with a
primary focus on the
critical issue of cross-
border terrorism perpe-
trated by groups like the
banned  Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP),
according to a BCPR’s
press release.

A central theme of
the roundtable was the
debate over the recent
conflict between Paki-
stan and Afghan Taliban

ghanistan, which relies
on Pakistan for 80% of
its trade. However, a sig-
nificant political risk for
Pakistan is the potential
for Afghanistan to move
closer to India, creating
a strategic ‘sandwich®
effect. On the way for-
ward, the panel empha-
sized the urgent nced

TTP.

Panclists provided
context on the growing
India-Taliban engage-
ment, noting that certain
statements made by Af-
ghan officials in India
had crossed Pakistan’s
‘red lines.”

In conclusion, the
roundtable underscored
the profound
and high stakes in the
Pakistan-Afghanistan
relationship.

g¢

measures (CBM), such
as reopening border
crossings to alleviate
cconomic hardship on
both sides.

r. Soherwordi
pointed to internal divi-
sions within the Taliban,
between the liberal
Haqqani Group and the
conservative Kandhari
Group, and their fear
that acting against the
TTP could push its
‘members to join the more
ruthless Islamic State
Khorasan Province
(ISKP). This internal

Catch-22’ situation, as
described by Hassan
Khan, severely limits the
Taliban's capacity or
willingness

Panelists agreed
that the cconomic fallout

is se-
vere for landlocked Af-

£y wrnidpegeht.
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Balochistan's progress key to Pakistan's
prosperity, says PM Shehbaz

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pri Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Saturday
emphasised thatall prov-
inces of Pakistan are part
of one family and that
the  people  of
Balochistan must be
made equal partners in
the country’s develop-
ment. He said that
Balochistan’s progress
is directly linked to

Pakistan’s largest prov-
ince by area, and that
Baloch leaders had vol-
untarily decided to join
Pakistan. He added that
Balochistan’s culture,
history, and traditions
make it unique and dis-
tinguished. The PM
stated that God has
blessed Balochistan
with immense natural re-
sources, but regretted
that its wealth still lies

ous and hospitable,
stressing that
Balochistan’s develop-
ment is inseparable from
Pakistan’s collective
prosperity. He also
noted that lasting har-
mony has historically
existed among the
province’s diverse com-
munities, and that the
spirit of the federation
lies in mutual sacrifice
and brotherho

remote populations.

Referring to the
2010 NFC Award, he
highlighted that Punjab
made a historic sacrifice,
demonstrating that con-
sensus among prov-
inces forms the founda-
tion of a strong Paki-
stan.

He also acknowl-
edged the sacrifices of
the security forces work-
ing tirelessly to maintain

Pakistan’s overall pros- buried underground. He PM Shehbaz further  peace, noting that Paki-
perity. said that decades of ne- said that the province’s stan had eliminated ter-

Addressing partici- - glect toward Balochistan ~ geographic terrain poses - rorism completely in
pants of the National should serve as a mo- challenges to its devel- 2018, but terrorist activi-
Workshop Balochistan, ment of sel Freflection. ~ opmentjourney, particu- ties are once again re-
the PM said mm He lauded the larly in providing elec- emergingin Balochistan

Balochistan Baloch people as gener-

PTI leader slams Federal Govt over
unjust allegations against KP CM

PESHAWAR (INP):Ina
pointed critique aired on
TV Lhannel

tricityand clean water to  and other regions.

tests over Imran Khan's
detention and the fallout
from the May 9 riots and
subsequent November
26 events — dates the
federal government fre-
quently invokes, ac-
cording to Yousafzai, as
its only retort in politi-
cal dlscoul’se

Why is Sohail
Aftidi not being allowed
to meet the founder?"
Yousafzai questioned
rhetorically. "What will
happen if the Chief Min-
ister meets the founder
and finalizes the cabinet
name? First they accuse
him of facilitating terror-
ists, then they say sit to-
gether to eliminate ter-
rorism.

No apology was
even offered for the al-
legations made against
Sohail Afridi." He
warned that such provo-
cations are "forcing
people to take to the
streets.

formalized cabinet.
He also decried the

tator, and extortion
mafia" allegations that,
he claimed, have poi-
f soned the
(PTI) leader Shaukat and forced provincial
Yousafzai accused the leaders into confronta-
federal government of
sabotaging efforts to
fouer better relauonc
ith Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) by
leveling baseless accu-
sations against Chief
Minister Sohail Afridi
and blocking his meet-
ing with PTI founder
Imran Khan.

Yousafzai, speaking
ona prime-time program,
urged the Shehbaz
Sharif-led administration
to adopt "positiv
steps” if it genuinely
secks improved ties with
the PTl-governed prov-
ince. He highlighted a
series of grievances, in-
cluding the federal
government's failure to
apologize for branding
Affidi a "terrorist, facili-

federal government's
disregard for a court rul-
ing mandating a meeting
between the

KP chief minister
and Imran Khan, who
remains incarcerated
amid ongoing legal
battles.

Yousafzai alleged
that the administration is
"deliberately" obstruct-
ing the proposed meet-
ing, using it as leverage
in a broader political
standoff.
"On the one hand,
the federal government
is feeling the pain of 45
million people,” he said,
alluding to KP's popula-
tion, "and on the other
hand, they are not ar-
ranginga meeting."

The remarks come
amid heightened ten-
sions between the cen-
terand the province, ex-
acerbated by PTI's pro-

g

n.
"The PML-N does
not know what they
want from the series
they started," Yousafzai
remarked, referring to
what he described as a
deliberate campaign
against Afridi from the
outset. "They made so
many allegations that he
could not understand
that he should sit with
the federation. Since
Sohail Afridi has become
the Chief Minister, he
also needs to meet;
wants to go and sit with
Imran Khan and talk."
The PTI stalwart
pointed to the ongoing
administrative limbo in
KP, where key decisions
are being handled at the
secretary level without a

o

LAHORE: Federal Minister for Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit Baltistan

Ei
ference along with APHC leader Syed Faiz Nagshbandi and Coordinator to PM Shabir Ahmed Usmani




