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Pakistan Confronts Afghan
Taliban Over Terror
_|Patronage in Istanbul Talks

Jordanian king lauds
Pakistan military’s role in
regional peace during
meeting Wlth COAS Munir

NEWS DESK: Jordan’s
King Abdullah II on
Monday lauded the Pa-
Kistan military’s contribu-
tions towards regional
peace and security in a
meeting with Chief of the
Army Staff(COAS) Field
Marshal Asim Munir on
Monday, according to
the military’s media wing.

A statement from
the Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR) said the
army chief is currently on
an official visit to Jordan
and called on the Jorda-
nian king for a meeting,
with Crown Prince
Hussein bin Abdullah 1T
also present.

Tl

R said both

dignitaries
‘matters of mutu
est, with a particular fo-
cus on enhancing bilat-
eral cooperation in de-
fence and security, and

honour on his arrival.  al-Sisi on Saturday

“During the visit, stressed the need for
both dignitaries reaf- stronger strategic coor-
firmed the deep-rooted dination and broader co-
and historic ties between operation in security,
the Armed Forces of Pa- technology and the
kistan and Jordan. Ma- economy.
jor General Y The meeting came

amid a broader push by
both countries to up-
grade ties.

Field  Marshal
Munir had also met se-
nior defence officials on
Fri-d—ay, where he reaf-
firmed Pakis-tan’s com-
mitment to closer
defe-nce and military co-
operation.

warm regards from
Pakistan’s people, gov-
ernment and military.

He also rcdtfrmcd
Pakistan’s
to deepening fraternal
ties with with the
Hashemite kingdom.

During the visit,
COAS Munir also called
on Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff of the Jor-
dan Armed Forces Ma-
jor General Yousef
‘Ahmed Al-Huneiti at the
General Headquarters,
Amman, where he was

persp
on regional develop-
‘ments. “His majesty ap-
preciated the profession-
alism and contributions
of the Pakistan Armed
Forces towards regional
peace and stability and
expressed his desire to
further strengthen de-
fence collaboration be-
tween the two brotherly
countries,” the ISPR
said, adding that the
army chief conveyed

acknowledged Pakistan
Armed Forces’ remark-
able contributions to-
wards peace and re-
gional security,” the
ISPR said.

The army chief vis-
ited Jordan after touring
welcomed and pre- Egypt. He and Egyptian
sented with a guard of President Abdel Fattah

Turbat Blast: Kech DC Survives
Attack, SlX Lev1es Ill] ured

U R B A
(BALOCHISTAN):
Kech Deputy Commis-
sioner Basheer Ahmed
Badini narrowly escaped
an assassination attempt
on Monday after a mo-
torcycle bomb explosion

d his convoy near
anbai city, leaving six
Levies personnel in-
jured.

According to offi-
cial sources, the blast
occurred near the
Tehsildar’s office when
the Deputy Commis- 3
sioner was heading back
tohis office. The momr—
cycle-borne improvised
explosive device (IED)
exploded close to his
wvehicle, injuring six se-
curity rds who were
part of his escort team.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Basheer Ahmed
Badini remained safe,
‘while the injured Levies
officials were rushed to
Civil Hospital Turbat,

. ot
the area and launched a  dent highlights the per-
massive search opera- sistent security chal-
Following  the tion to trace the e- lenges in Balochistan,
Turbat explosion, law trators. Aspecial inves- where government offi-
enforcement agencies tigation team has also cials and security forces
and the district admin-  been formed to probe the ~ often come under attack
istration cordoned off terror attack. The inci- from insurgent groups.

where doctors said their
condition s stable.

NEWS DESK: In the
talks held in Istanbul,
the Pakistani delega-
tion has presented its
final position to the
Afghan Taliban del-
egation, Security
sources.

Pakistan has made it
clear that the ongo-
ing patronage of ter-
rorists by the Af-
ghan Taliban is un-
acceptable, Security
sources.

The Pakistani delega-
tion has also made it
clear that concrete
and verifiable steps
will have to be taken
by Taliban regime to
climinate cross bor-
der terrorism from
and inside Afghani.

i

Pakistan Confronts Afghan Taliban Over
Terror Patronage in Istanbul Talks

Armed Men Attack Police
Station in Bhag, SHO Martyred
and Two Officers Injured

Armed Men Attack Police
Station in Bhag, SHO Martyred
and Two Officers Injured

From Our
Corre: nt:
Armed  assailants
launched an attack on a
pollce station in the

hag Nari area of
Balochistan’s Kachhi
district, resulting in the

injuries to two police-
men, officials confirmed
on Monday. According
to the Superintendent of
Police (SP) Kachhi, the
attackers hurled hand
grenades and opened in-
discriminate fire at the
Bhag Police Station late

Nari, Inspector Latif Ali
Khosa, who hailed from
the Sohbatpur district,
was martyred during the
exchange of fire,

Police officials said
the attackers faced resis-
tance as law enforce-
ment personnel retali-
ated, killing one of the as-  were shifted toa nearby volved in the assault.
sailants on the spot. The hospital for medical The deadly attack

8 Fake Candidates Caught
in MDCAT 2025,
Confirms Bolan University VC

NEWS DESK
QUETTA: A major
revelation has sur-
faced during the
Medical and Dental
College Admission
Test (MDCAT 2025)
at Bolan Medical Uni-
versity.

According to Vice
Chancellor Dr. Shabir
Lehri, eight fake can-
didates were caught

[
‘highlights the increasing
security threats to law
enforcement personnel
in Balochistan, where
police and Levies forces
frequently come under

intense gun battle con-
tinued for several
utes, causing panic in
the surrounding area.
SP Kachhi said that
two other police con-
stables were also injured
dunng the clash and

treatment, where their
condition was reported
to be stable.

ity forces later
cordoned off the area
and launched a search
operation to trace the
remaining attackers in-

fire from armed groups
targeting government
institutions and security
installations.

nounced within the
next five days, he
added.

This  incident
comes at a time when
MDCAT 2025 exams
are being held across
the country, and con-
cerned authorities are
taking strict measures
to ensure transpar-
ency and fairness in
the admission process.

attempting to take the
test on behalf of real
students.

Dr. Lehri stated
that FIRs have been
registered against the
fake candidates at the
Airport Police Station,
and all of them have
been arrested. Inves-
tigations revealed that
the imposters were
hired from Punjab and

Sindh to appear in the
MDCAT exam in-
stead of the original
candidates.

The Vice Chan-
cellor further men-
tioned that the
MDCAT 2025 in
Quetta was conducted
in an overall peaceful
and organized manner.
The MDCAT results
will be officially an-

stan,
sources.

On the contrary, the
arguments being
given by Taliban are
illogical and opposite
to ground realities,
Security sources.

It seems that the
Taliban are follow-
ing some one else or
another agenda, Se-
curity sources.

This agenda is not in
the interest of the
stability of Afghani-
stan, Pakistan and
the region, Security
sources.

Further progress in the
talks depends on the
positive attitude of
the Afghan Taliban,
Security source:

Security
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Trump’s Peace Plan: Legitimising
Israel’s Occupation

excluded. It discredits
the international organi-
zation. Although the
question are raised
about the ineffective
role of the UN—unable
to stop genocide—its
sanctity must prevail.
Critics always blamed
the United States. For in-
stance, every time the
US vetoed a resolution
to stop Israel’s evil
deeds. Fifth, Hamas has
been given the ultimatum
of 72 hours to accept the
plan. It is not a plan but
a surrender charter for
the group. It means

amas has no choice
but to go with the plan,
They are not consulted
on their fate. The Trump-
Netanyahu plan has for-
tified Israel further. It
openly advocates for
Greater Isracl.

Sixth, this plan also
outlines that Ghaza will
be governed by a politi-
cal committee under the
supervision of a Board
of Peace which will be
headed by Donald
Trump and Tony Blair.
Tony Blair, the former
prime minister of the UK
during 2003, had been

ly criticized for the

vasion of Iraq based
on false claims about
weapons of mass de-
struction. He is regarded
as a war criminal in the
UK as well as in the
Muslim world. There-
fore, his appointment
provoked worldwide
criticism. Seventh, no fu-
ture guarantee is men-
tioned in the proposed
framework.

France, Britain, Canada,
and Spain a reward to
Hamas. So far, the
United States has
stopped Israel from oc-
cupying the West Bank,
but some government
officials of Netanyahu
intended to do so.
Second, Hamas and
the Palestine National
Authority, the only rep-
resentatives of Ghaza
and the West Bank,
have been eliminated in
the process. Even the
United States barred the
Palestinian Authority
from entering Ncw York
during the an-
nual session. It reﬂecm
the colonial plan b
cause peace is mutual;
it cannot be imposed at
the dictate of aggres-
s0rs. Zahxd Hussain in
ay pointed out
that i n pncucally brings.
to an end the concept of
aPale: an state.
Third, in the post-
war administration, both
Hamas and PA have no
share. The proposed
plan contains the demili-
tarization of Hamas.
They can live in pea
ful coexistence after
getting amnesty, and
lso safe passage will be
given to those who
want to exit. What kind
of peace is this, where
those who suffer have
no voice in the deci-
sions that shape their
future? This is total sur-
render to be forced on
the group.
Fourth, this official
instrument lost its cred-
ibility when the UN was

Editorial:
A Peace agreement often
loses its credib
when it fails to recognize
the rights of the op-
pressed. This is the case
'|h President Trump’s
ucl rfaced Ghaza
pcdcc plan. Far from be-
ing a genuine step to-
ward peace, it presents
a surrender document
that legitimizes Israel’s
long-standing occupa-
tion of Palestine. Sadly,
this so-called peace plan
was endorsed by major
Muslim countries, in-
cluding Pakistan.
hile standing
th Trump, Netanyahu,
accused of war crimes,
accepted the plan and
also threatened to finish
the job if Hamas does
not accept the plan
wholeheartedly. How-
ever, outrage sparked
among various analysts
when  Netanyahu
claimed victory in He-
brew language at Tel
Aviv. The question
arises: How can Trump
propose a plan for peace
without involving an i
ternational arbitrator-
the United Nalione
Organisation? Criti
have rejected this pldn
on various grounds.
First, the plan has
no two-state solution. In
fact, it blurs the poss
bility of an independent
Palestinian state in the
future. Sadly, Netanyahu
has already repudiated
the idea of an indepen-
dent state. Also, Pre:
dent Trump called Pales-

tine recognition by

Asylum as a Human Right in International Law

By: Nageeb Ullah
Tareen

The right to seek asylum
forms one of the most vi-
tal pillars of international
humanitarian and human
rights law. It ensures
protection for individu-
als escaping persecu-
tion, conflict, or serious
human rights violations
in their home countries.
This study explores the
legal foundations of asy-
lum as a human right

Theory and Practice in Pakistan

must be treated equally
regardless of race, reli-

constant threat of arbi-
trary detention, deporta-

human rights concerns.
The extension of PoR

gion, or nationality. tion, or harassment due ~ cards only until June 30,

Access to Justice to the lack of legal rec- 2025, has intensified
(Article 16): Refugees ognition. fears of mass deporta-
have the right toaccess 2 Role of the tions and violations of
courts and legal a the principle of non-
tance. These principles, UNHCR: refoulement.

reinforced by other in-
struments such as the
International Covenant
on Civil and Political
Rights (ICCPR) and the
Convention Against
Torture (CAT), have bc»

Challenges and
Contradictions

Pakistan’s asylum
policy is largely ad hoc
and reactive, shaped by
political, security, and

In the absence of a
formal state-run asylum
system, the United Na-
tions High Comm
sioner for Refugees

UNHCR) plays s key
role in

within i law
and critically assesses
how this principle is
implemented — or ne-
glected — in Pakistan, a
state that continues to
host millions of refugees
despite not being a sig-
natory to the 1951 Refu-
gee Convention or its
1967 Protocol.

Thearticle examines
Pakistan’s refugee and
asylum policies, high-
lighting the significant
gap between interna-
tional legal commitments
and the country’s do-
mestic legal and admin-
istrative frameworks. It
also proposes ways Pa-
kistan can align its prac-
tices with global human
rights norms to better
safeguard the dignity
and safety of asylum
seekers.

Theoretical
Framework:
Asylum in
International Law

The modern under-
standing of asylum as a
human right emerged af-
ter World War IL, culmi-

nating in the adoption of

Article 14(1) of the Uni-

versal Declaration of

Human Rights (UDHR),
which declares that “ev-
eryone has the right to
seek and enjoy asylum
from persecution.” Al-
though the UDHR s not
legally binding, it pro-
vided the moral and le-
gal basis for the 1951
Refugee Convention
and the 1967 Protocol,
both of which define who
qualifies as a refugee
and outline the respon-
sibilities of states to-
wards them.

Key interna-
tional prin-
ciples include:

Non-Refoulement
(Article 33): States must
not return individuals to
acountry where their life
or freedom would be at
risk.

Non-Discrimination
(Article 3): Refugees

come cor
modern mtematmnnl
refugee protection law.

gee Status DClCl'mmd-
Hon (RSD) for non-Af-
ghan asylum scekers

diplomatic pressures
rather than a consistent
legal framework. While

Pakistan’s Ap-  Under a 1993 coo the country has pro-
proach' Between tionagreement, Pakistan vided de facto protec-
s O EY D generally  respects tion to millions of refu-
Humanitarianism UNHCR’s decisions, al- gees, this generosity
and Legal lowing recognized refu- lacks legal permanence.

gees tostay temporarily. Refugees remain in a

Vacuum However, since this sta- _state of legal uncer-

tus is not codified in Pa-
kistani law, these indi-
viduals remain legally
vulnerable.

3. Afghan

Pakistan’s response
toasylum seekers repre-
sents a paradox — the
country has shown im-
mense humanitarian
generosity in hosting

tainty, with limited ac-
cess to education,
healthcare, or employ-
ment.

This disconnect be-
tween international ob-

refugees, especially A= Refugees and  ligations and domestic
ghans, for over four de- i ies undermines the
cades, yet it lacks a do- Depor'tat'lon spirit of human rights
mestic legal framework Policy: law. Without a struc-

to regulate asylum pro-
cedure:
1. Absence of a Na-

tured legal framework,
Pakistan also struggles
toattract long-term inter-
national support or cre-
ate sustainable refugee
‘management systems.
R doti

Pakistan has hosted
millions of Afghan refu-
gees since 1979, many of
whom possess Proof of
Registration (PoR) cards
that grant temporary pro-

no
party to the 1951 Refu-
gee Convention or its

that asylum is recog-
nized as a genuine hu-
man right, Pakistan
should consider the fol-
lowing measure

Adopt a Compre-
hensive Asylum Law:

Enact national leg-
islation defining refu-
gees in accordance with
international standards,
ensuring fair asylum
procedures and codify-
ing non-refoulement as
alegal obligation.

Consider Ratifying
the 1951 Refugee Con-
vention and 1967 Proto-
ol:

Accession would
demonstrate Pakistan’s
commitment to global
human rights and allow
for stronger cooperation
with international agen-
cies.

Institutionalize
UNHCR’s Role:

Incorporate the
1993 MoU into national
law to ensure trans|
ency and legal consi
tency in refugee protec-
tion and status determi-
nation.

Guarantee Access
to Basic Services:

Ensure  asylum
seekers and refugees
have  access to
healthcare, education,
and employment, align”
ing domestic policy with
international human
rights standards.

Promote Aware-
ness and Tolerance:

Launch national
awareness programs to
combat xenophobia and
promote social cohe-
sion, helping the public
understand the humani-
tarian dimension of asy-
Tum.

a

Conclusion

The right to asylum
is deeply rooted in the
principlés of human dig-
nity and protection from
persecution.

In Pakistan, de-
spite a long tradition of
humanitarian assis-
tance, the absence of a
formal asylum frame-
work leaves thousands
of refugees vulnerable
and unprotected.

By integrating in-
ternational human rights
standards into domestic
law and policy, Pakistan
can transform its good-
will into legally guaran-

tection.

1967 Protocol. The exist-
f However, recent

ing Foreigners Act Towards a Human

1946 governsall non-citi-~government actions —  Rights-Based
zens and does not rec- including the deporta-
ognize refugees or pro- tion drive launched in  Asylum System

from
saresult,
asylum seekers face the

tect  them latc 2023 againgt un- To bridge the gap

between theory and
practice, and to ensure

— have raised serious

teed prot
ing that the human right
to asylum becomes not
merely an international
ideal, but a practical re-
ality for all those seek-
ing safety withinits bor-
ders.

If Our Neighbours Can, Why Can’t Balochistan?

ample was observed
at the Yiwu Trade
Centre, a thriving
commercial hub man-
aged significantly by
women.

Their visible lead-
ership, financial inde-
pendence, and entre-
preneurial  skills
showed how empow-
ering women in trade
and business can ac-
celerate economic
growth. For

Sadia Sadiq Umrani :

omen in
Balochistan,
Pakistan’s resource-
rich province have al-
ways played vital roles
in their families and
communities. Yet, de-
spite their resilience,
they continue to face
significant barriers to
education, employ-
ment, healthcare, and
leadership opportuni-
ties.

While progr to- Balochistan’s women,
ward women empow- such examples offer
erment in Balochistan hope — a
has been slow, there is  roadmap — for social
immense potential for and economic
transformation es- progress.
pecially when we learn
fiom the success sto-  Challenges in
neighbouring coun-  Balochistan
tries. Ny
. Despite the
Learning from  growing awarencss
China’s Model women in Balochistan
of Women continue to struggle
with multiple chal-
Empowerment jenges. In rural areas,

A recent interna-
tional seminar in China
brought together rep-
resentatives  from
across Balochistan to
explore  effective
models for women’s
capacity building.

The event show-
cased successful ini-
tiatives in China,
where rural women
have been empowered
through vocational
training, entrepreneur-
ship development, ac-
cess to healthcare,
and quality education,

One powerful ex-

many girls are still de-
prived of quality edu-
ation; healthcare fa-
cilities remain inad-
cquate; and deep-
rooted social norms
restrict women’s par-
ticipation in public and
economic life.

Yet, these chal-
lenges are not insur-
mountable. By adopt-
ing proven strategies
from other regions
and tailoring them to
Balochistan’s cultural
and cconomic reali-
ties, the province can
pave the way for in-

clusive development.
Local Initiatives
and the
Road Ahead
Several local or-
ganizations and gov-
ernment programs in

Balochistan have al-
ready started working
toward women’s em-
powerment — from
community education
initiatives and voca-
tional training centres
to healthcare and en-

tomake a
lasting impact.

The key lies in
combining global best
practices with local
knowledge. Through
targeted policies, bet-
ter infrastructure, gen-

ver-
nance, and dlgnal lit-
racy,

Balochistan can
unlock the full poten-
tial of its women.
When women
progress, entire fami-

trepreneurship pro- -
grams.

‘While these initia-
tives are commend-
able, they require
stronger investment,
effective implementa-
tion, and inter-agency

lies and commumues
move for;
leading to cconomi
growth, social stability,
and sustainable devel-
opment.

ACallto

Action

The seminar in
China served as a re-
minder that women’s
empowerment is not
social goal —it’s

jus
an economic neces-
sit,

By investing in
education, health, and
entrepreneurship op-
portunities for women
in Balochistan, the
province can join its
neighbours in creating
a more equitable,
prosperous, and pro-
gressive future.

Now is the time
for government, civil
society, and private
sector stakeholders to
work together and
translate these lessons
into real action.

The women of
Balochistan have al-
ready proven their
strength,

resilience, and de-
termination — all
need are opportunities,
support, and a system
that believes in their
potential.

If our neighbours
can empower their
women to lead, inno-
vate, and thrive —

can’t
Balochistan, a prov-
ince of Pakistan can-
not ?
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Anti-India demonstrations held in Muzaffarabad, other parts of AJK

MUZAFFARABAD
(INP): Anti-India pro-
test demonstrations
were he! in
Muzaffarabad  and
other areas of Azad
Jammu and Kashmir
including Mirpur,
Kotli, Bagh, Bhimber
and Rawalakot on the
occasion of Black Day,
today.

The main protest

demonstration was or-
ganized by the All Par-
ties Hurriyat Confer-
ence Azad Jammu and
Kashmir (APHC-AJK)
chapter from Burhan
Chowk to the DC Of-

people including Dr India Back”, “End In- resolutions.  The
Mushtaq ~ Ahmed, dian Occupation”, “We speakers urged the UN
Showket Javeed Mir of Want Freedom” and  to fulfill its duty by en-

“Pakistan Zindabad”.
At the end of the

event, a memorandum

was submitted to the

the People’s Party,
Altaf Hussain Wani,
Raja Sajjad, Zahid
Ashraf, Zahid Safi,

suring the settlement
of the Kashmir dispute
as per its pending reso-
lutions. In Mirpur, se-

fice, Muzaffarabad. Gulshan Igbal, UN Military Observer mor APHC leader
Senior APHC-AJK  Mushtag-ul-Islam and  Group, In- h d  Ahmed
leader Ghulam others. Durmg the dian state terrorism in Saghar and Malik
h Safiled the partici- the occupied territory Aslam, along with

rally, which was at-
tended by hundreds of

[QUETTA: Member of Provincial Aslsrembly Mir KhirJan Baloch meeting with Chief Minister,
[Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugt

other leaders and a
large number of

pants raised high-
pitched slogans of “Go

and demanding the
implementation of UN

and other areas of Azad
Kashmir demanded In-
dian forces withdrawal
from IOJK and free-
dom from Indian occu-
pation. In Bagh, senior
APHC leader Syed
Yousuf Naseem led a
protest demonstration
where  participants
raised high-pitched anti-
India and pro-freedom
slogans.

people, led an anti-India
protest rally and urged
the United Nations to
fulfill its promises of
holding a plebiscite in
Jammu and Kashmir to
enable the Kashmiris to
exercise their right to
self-determination.
InKotli, the APHC
leader Manzoor Ahmed
Shah, Zahid Mujtaba
and Qazi Imran Arif led

the rally holding the
black flags expressed
solidarity with the op-
pressed people of oc-
cupied Kashmir. They
also raised slogans
against India and in
favour of Kashmir’s
freedom from Indian
yoke. The other anti-
India and pro-freedom
rallies were held in
Rawalkote, Bamber,

ISLAMABAD
(INP): China's anti-pol-
lution measures in Paki-
stan amid rising smog
challenges, according
to a report carried by
Gwadar Proon Monday.

Pakistan is not
alone in combating pol-
lution and smog. China,
time-tested friend, has
joined Pakistan in em-
battling worst air pollu-
tion, smog and hazard-
ous gases through
Zzero-emission strate-
gies featuring influx of
New Electric Vehicles

China's anti-pollution
measures in Pakistan amid
rising smog challenges

Changan
JAC Motors, Great Wall
Motors (GWM), MG,
FAW, and Chery that are
gaining traction, with
some entering joint ven-
tures to manufacture lo-
call,

toward elec-
tric mobility.

By offering a mix of
affordability, style, and
advanced features, Chi-
nese E-motorbikes have
captured the interest of
eco-conscious riders and
tech-savvy urban profes-
sionals. The Chinese e-
scooters offer zero emis-
sions while saving
money, and reducing car-
bon footprint.

With long battery
life, fast charging, and
smart technology fea-
tures like Bluetooth and

tions, ts
commitment to sustaln-
able mobility. With the
launch of the SEAL and
ATTO 3 models, both
companies reaffirm
confidence

Pakistan’s automobile
market and plan to es-
tablishup to 15 centers
nationwide by the end
of 2025. In a fight
against smog and air
pollution, the arrival of
a Chinese E-Scooter
brand like Horwin,
Yadea, Evee has created
apositive ripple reflect-

y.
China’s BYD, top
brand of Chinese car-
maker and Pakistan’s
Mega Motor Company
(MMC) have begun de-
livering New Energy Ve-
hicles (NEVS) in Karachi,
Lahore, and Islamabad,
rollingout 100 units BYD
Pakistan has also an-
nounced showroom loca-

. . o e 0 (NEVS), E-scooters, ing a shift of consumer _app
Sindh leaders, police join Kashmir | w it _
. : 1 JUE | smog uns and orange ) WOTICE INVITING TENDER =),
train. rm 7 bt
solidarity events, rallies in Karachi | ™. . o |Dmoem it mimmnsins s ss
Vi s n ‘
KARACHI (INP): In and local politicallead- phasized that peace in solidarity with the op- | \enre. Bakistan hae oA ek Torer s (e of groen hakafor depostas oo
connection with Kash- ers. It was attended bya  the region would remain  pressed people of HOJK. | heen victim of awful air P
mir Black Day, observed  large number o civil so- ~elusive without resolv-  They said the obser- | pollution and smog. = [ | e
every year on October ciety members and citi- ing the Kashmir dispute  vance of the day across Among worst hit || I Mg =
27, solidarityrallies and ~ zens. in accordance with the Pakistan reflected the | yrban cities, Lahore has | + I W L WAL GO | el | o w
events were held across The participants UN resolutions and the unity of purpose among | ranked as the world’s Gt | FET) L PRGNS 420 B2C S L] L]
arachi to denounce carried bannersand plac- aspirations of the all segments of society | most polluted city for | 3 2 O e A B T d [ | T
India’s illegal occupa- ards inscribed with pro- Kashmiri people. in supporting the Kash- | the past three days, | = | ¥t | B0 . Ll
tionof Jammu and Kash- ~freedom and anti-India ~_In a separate event, mir cause. with air quality plum-
mir and express unwa- slogans, condemning a Kashmir Black Day Participants reaf-| meting to hazardous Gl G
vering support for the the continued military programme was orga- firmed their collectivere- | levels as smog blan- Iotmranal Lo i et G
Kashmiri people’s right - occupation of[ndlan il nized by Sindh Police at - solve to continue raising | keted the city and the 3 CRMOE SrRAB KA CANYA
‘mination.  legall ammu  Shaharyar ~ Mazari their voices for the | overall AirQuality Index 3 Lh
A large Solidarity and Kashmir. Quaid, where senior of-  Kashmiris’ right to self- | (AQI) hitting412. Resi- +
Walk was organized in The speakers reaf- ficials, social figures, determination and to ex- | dents are urged to avoid : :
the city, starting from firmed their resolve to and members of the pose Indian human rights unnecessary outdoor T
the People’s Secretariat  stand shoulder to shoul-  public participated. The  violations in the occupied | activity, particularly in &
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LHC dismisses petition for appointment of judges from minorities on quota

LAHORE (INP): Chief
Justice Aalia Neelum of
the Lahore High Court
on Monday dismissed
apetition seeking a five
percent quota for the
appointment of judges
from the minorities, rul-
ing that merit is equal
for everyone in judicial

appointments.

The chief justice
issued a two-page writ-
ten verdict on the peti-
tion filed by Naseeb
Masih, stating that un-
derArticle 175-A of the
Constitution, the Judi-
cial Commission is the
competent authority

for judicial appoint- public departments in
ments, and introducing 2009. Despite this
a quota system for policy, no member of
Jjudges would compro- the minority commu-
mise merit. She noted nity has ever been ap-
that the petitioner’s pointed as a judge in
counsel argued that the  the superior courts, the
government had allo- lawyer submitted. Ac-
cated a five percent cording to the peti-
quota for minorities in  tioner, Articles 27 and

36 of the Constitution
of Pakistan have not
yet been implemented.
He requested the court
to direct the govern-
ment to set a separate
‘merit for minorities and
appoint judges from
among them. In her
verdict, Chief Justice

Neelum wrote that the
“procedure for ap-
pointing judges is
clearly defined in the
Constitution.” “Judicial
service is not an ordi-
nary employment — it
differs fundamentally
from other services.
Therefore, govern-

ment employees in
other departments can-
not be considered con-
stitutionally or practi-
cally equivalent to
members of the judi-
ciary,” she observed.
She noted that the pe-
titioner had cited a Su-
preme Court case to

support the demand for
a quota for judges.
However, Chief Justice
Neelum reiterated that
merit applies equally to
all, and under Article
175-A, the Judicial
Commission alone is
authorised to make ap-
pointments.

RIYAD Depnty Governor of Riyadh Prince
[Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif upon his arrival at King Khalid [nlernauonal Anrpon to|
attend the 9th Edition of Future Investment Initiative being held in Riyadh.

KP Governor urges
PM to lift ‘unconstitutional’
wheat supply curbs

PESHAWAR (INP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP) Governor Faisal
Karim Kundi has written
aletter to Prime Minister
(PM) Shehbaz Sharif,
urging him to immedi-
dtcly Tift what he termed

“unlconstitutional re-
strictions” on the inter-
provincial supply of
wheat to the province. In
his letter to the PM, Gov-
ernor Kundi stated that
the curbs imposed on
wheat movement are
contrary to the constitu-

Minister.

However, amid on-
going political tensions
between provinces,
Punjab’s Information
Minister Azma Bokhari
clarified on Sunday that
there is no restriction on
the transport of flour in
Punjab.

In a statement,
Bokhari said that if there
is a flour shortage in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
the provincial govern”
ment should release its
own wheat stocks from

government approved
the National Wheat
Policy 2025-26, aimed at
bolsiering Pakistan’s
food security and ensur-
ing uniform supply
across provinces.

A high-level meet-
ing chaired by Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharifon Octo-
ber 19 finalised the
policy. It was attended
by the chief ministers of
Punjab, Sindh,
Balochistan, and Gilgit-
Baltistan, a representa-

vincial governments,
farmers’ associations,
and industry representa-
tives to ensure consen-
sus.

Under the policy,
federal and provincial
governments will jointly
procure about 6.2 million
tonnes of wheat from the
2025-26 crop at a sup-
port price of Rs 3,500 per
‘maund, aligned with in-
ternational import rates.

Importantly, the
policy also removes re-
strictions on the inter-

tional principle of federal  tive from the KP govern- provincial movement of godowns or procure
cooperation and are un- ment, and the PM of wheat, guaranteeing an supplies from the Paki-
dermining KP’s food se- - Azad Jammu and Kash- uninterrupted supply stan Agricultural Storage
curity. mir, among other stake- across the country. and Services Corpora-
In the letter, KP holders. To monitor imple- tion (PASSCO).
Governor Faisal Kundi Dunng(hemee(mg, mentation, a National “Punjab  cannot
requested the Prime th e Minister Wheat Monitoring sacrifice the rights of its
Minister’s intervention cmph' sed the crucial Committee, chaired by people for the political
to restore the smooth role of wheat in the Federal Minister for spectacles of another

ow of wheat to the
province.

The appeal from the

governor comes just a

Pakistan’s agricultural
economy and said the
new policy had been de-
veloped after extensive

National Food Security
and including provincial
representatives, will
meet weekly and report

province,” she asserted,
adding that nearly 200
flour mills in Khyber

No lasting peace without Kashmir
resolution: President, PM

ISLAMABAD (INP):
President Asif Ali
Zardari and Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif
have reiterated
Pakistan’s unwavering
support to the people of
Indian Illegally Occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir
in their just struggle for
right to self-determina-
tion.

In their separate
messages on the Black
Day being observed to-
day (Monday), Presi-
dent Zardari and PM
Shehbaz said October
27,1947,

marks one of the
darkest days in the his-
tory when Indian forces
illégally entered Jammu
and Kashmir, beginning
abrutal occupation that
continues till date.

President Zardari
called upon the interna-
tional community, par-
ticularly the United Na-
tions and global human

and Kashmir (IIOJK),
to bringan immedi-
ate end to the ongoing
Indian atrocities in the
occupied territory and to
actively work fowards
the resolution of this
long-festering dispute.

“The United Na-
tions, in particular, owes
it to the Kashmir
people,” the president
said in his message on
observance of Kashmir
Black Day.

The president fur-
ther said that given
India’s recent hostilities
towards Pakistan, the
occasion of Kashmir
B]ack Day highlighted

 lasting peace and
;ldbx]lly in South Asia
was contingent upon a
just and lasting resolu-
tion of the Jammu and
Kashmir dispute, in ac-
cordance with the UN
Security Council resolu-
tions. “On its part, Paki-
stan will continue its

5

united with our Kashmiri
brethren in their struggle
for justice, peace and
self-determination,”
President Secretariat
Press Wing, in a press
release, quoted the
president as saying.

On this dayin 1947,
he said, Indian forces
entered Srinagar in bla-
tant violation of interna-
tional law, moral prin-
ciples, and the aspira-
tions of the Kashmiri
people. Consequently,

sisters who continue to
resist tyranny in their
pursuit of the inalienable
right to self-determina-
tion. Despite decades of
Indian brutality, the spirit
of resistance among the
Kashmiri people remains
unbroken,” the presi-
dent reiterated.

After 5 August
2019, President Zardari
further said this brutal
campaign had only in-
tensified, adding India
had unilaterally revoked

one of the darkest chap-  Jammu and Kashmir’s
ters in modern history = special status, imposing
began. amilitary siege, destruct-

Since then, genera-
tions of innocent men,
women, and children in
Indian Tllegally Occu-

pied Jammu and Kashmir
{0IK) had endured un-
imaginable suffering un-
der occupation, marked
by violence, repression,
and denial of their fun’
he

ing properties of
Kashmiris to inflict ‘col-
lective punishment” and
enforcing draconian
laws that strip the
Kashmiri people of their
fundamental freedoms.
He said the occu-
pied territory remained
under severe restric-
tions on movement,
communication, and as-

damental rights,
added.

rights or

hold India accounl-
able for its grave and
systematic human rights
violations in Indian Ille-
gally Occupied Jammu

vaveringmoral, diplo-
matic, and political sup-
port to the people of
TOJK who continue to
endure oppression on
daily basis. We stand

Ty year, we ob-
serve this day as Kash-
‘mir Black Day to honour
the valiant struggle and

sembly, while fake en-
counters, custodial tor-
ture, ex(rajudlcial kill-
ings, enforced disap-
pearances, continued to
terrorize civilians.

sacrifices our
Kashmiri brothers and

Toxic Indian air poisons Lahore's
atmosphere to worst level

LAHORE (INP):Smog
refuses to relent as
winds blowing from the
Indian states of Punjab
and Haryana continue
to pollute cities in the
north-east and center of
Pakistani Punjab, espe-
cially Lahore.
ahore was again at
the top of the list of the
world’s most polluted
cities on Monday as the
airquality index (AQI) in
the city was recorded at
308.New Delhi emerged
as the second most pol-
luted city.
The air quality in

are cur-

P
week after the federal consultations with pro- rently closed.

Pakistan will continue to raise
its voice for Kashmiris' right
to self-determination: Ishaq Dar

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister
Mohammad Ishaq Dar
on Monday reaffirmed
Pakistan’s unwavering
political, moral and dip-
lomatic support to the
Jjust struggle of Kashmiri
people saying Pakistan
will continue to raise its
voice at every interna-
tional forum until the re-
alization of Kashmirs
legitimate right to self-
determination.

The deputy Prime
Minister in his message
in connection with Kash-
‘mir Black Day said, “On
this Day, Pakistan calls
upon the international
community to play their
due role in bringing an
end to the suffering of
the people in NOJK.

directly to the Prime

1947, when Indian troops
landed in Srinagar to en-
force India’s illegal oc-
cupation of Jammu and
Kashmir. In the last sev-
enty-eight years, the
people of Indian Tlle-
gally Occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (IIOJK)
have suffered a system-
atic and relentless cam-
paign of tyranny, op-
pression and subjuga-
tion at the hands of In-
dian occupation forces.
“The UN Security
Council, in a series of
landmark resolutions,
had unequivocally af-
firmed that the final dis-
position of Jammu and
Kashmir would be deter-
mined through a free and
impartial plebiscite con-
ducted under the aus-
pices of the United Na-

stead to tighten its grip

changes triggered by the
issuance of a barrage of
domiciles to non-resi-
dents, and the imprison-
ment of the legitimate
Kashmiri leadership
have become the defin-
ing features of the In-
dian occupation.

These measures are
yet again a manifesta
tion of India’s utter di
regard of the UN Char-
ter, the UN Security
Council resolutions and
the 4|h Geneva Conven-
tion.”

on the occupied terri-
tory through sheer force
and repression.
Pakistan, on its
part, has always re-
‘mained committed to the
sanctity and centrality
of UN Security Council
resolutions on Jammu &
Kashmir. We have con-
sistently recognized as
well as emphasized the
critical role of the inter-
national community in
securing a just and last-
ing solution to this long
festering dispute in our
region.

The human tragedy
in TIOJK, he said, has
even worsened in the
last six years following
India’s illegal and unilat-
eral actions of 5 August

Ishaq Dar said in
the aftermath of the
Pahalgam Attack, the In-
dian authorities
launched  another
sweeping crackdown in
TIOJK, subjecting thou-
sands of Kashmiris to
arbitrary detention and

and Multan was also
toxic. It is pertinent to
mention here that due to
the burning of residue of

crops in neighbouring
Indian states, the air
quality in these states is
extremely poor, which
ultimately affects cities
in Pakistani Punjab as
well. Smog is expected to
become dense in the
morning and at night,
while some relief is ex-
pected between 2:00 PM
and 6:00 PM due to a
slight rise in tempera-
tures.

On the other hand,
on the instructions of
Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz, anti-
smog squads are active
in Lahore, Kasur,
Sheikhupura,  and
Gujranwala.

The chief minister
has directed the Depart-

ment of Agriculture to

especially children and
aged, to avoid stepping
out of their homes after
8atnight.

“Already a ban is
in place on all types of
outdoor activities at
schools,” she added.

Karachi emerges as
world’s fourth most pol-
luted city Karachi with
the AQI recorded at 167,
was ranked as the fourth
most polluted city in the
world.

The Met Office said
that the maximum tem-
perature in the port city
was expected to fluctu-
ate between 35 and 37
degrees Celsius, while it
would remain 23 degrees
Celsius on the minimum
side.

adopt alternate ways
stubble burning as is the
case in India.

The EPA Force has
increased the monitor-
ing of industrial units
and brick kilns in the
Punjab citi heavy
fines are being imposed
on the owners of facto-
ries and brick kilns who
have been found violat-
ing the provincial
government’s direc-
tives. On the other hand,
Senior Provincial Minis-
ter Marriyum Aurangzeb
said on Monday that
combating smog was
not possible without the
cooperation of the
masses.

She asked people,
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DC orders accelerating
anti-dengue drive

FAISALABAD (INP):
Deput;

treatment of even minor
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He emphasized the
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Their plight deserves
not only attention but
also meaningful action.”

He recalled the dark
events of 27 October

tions,”

he said adding that
India has blatantly de-
fied these binding reso-
lutions, choosing in-

“The revocation of
the special status of
TIOJK, followed by the
imposition of draconian
laws, demographic

interrogation, while also
carrying out demolition
of homes of innocent
residents in the occu-
pied territory.

UETTA: DGPR Balochistan Muhammad Noor Khetran meeting with Deputy Commissioner Quetta|
[Mehrullah Badini regarding print, social, electronic media and other issues.

Nadeem Nasir has di-
rected all departments
concerned to maintain a
round-the-clock focus
on dengue larva breed-
ing sites and accelerate
anti-dengue operations
without interruption par-  pass without active field
ticularly enhancing in- surveillance in these
door surveillance to pre-  vulnerable areas, he
vent mosquito breeding  added.
within residential and
ial areas.
Chairing a meeting
of District Emergency
Response Committee, he
reviewed implementa-
tion on anti-dengue mea-
sures and said that iden-
tification and chemical
treatment of potential
breeding sites must be
carried out repeatedly to
eliminate any traces of
engue larvae, He in-
structed the field teams
{o maintain frequent sur-
veys ofall locations con-
ducive to dengue breed-
ing and ensure promptly

regular inspection of
tyre shops, junkyards,
graveyards and nurser-
ies and said that these
are high-risk “hot
spots™ for larva growth.
Hence, no day should

EFFRA

OffceN of district
briefed
the meeting about the
ongoing anti-dengue ac-
tivities and shared de-
tails of larva detection,
chemical treatment and
public cam-
paigns being carried out
across the district.

The Deputy Com-
missioner said that pro-
tection of citizens from
dengue is top adminis-
trative priority and all
departments~ should
sustain their vigilance
until the city is declared
completely dengue-free.
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