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Pakistan Agrees to Participate
in Dialogue with Afghan
Taliban at Turkey’s Request

Pakistan seeks peace with all

neighbours, but will not allow
cross-border terrorism from
Afghanistan: COAS Munir

NEWS DESK: Chief of
the Army Staff (COAS)
Field Marshal Syed Asim
Munir said on Thursday
that Pakistan sought
peace  with  all
neighbours, including
Afghanistan, but reiter-
ated that the country will
not allow cross-border
terrorism to be perpe-
trated from Afghan soil.
According to a
statement from the
military’s media wing,
the Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR), Field
Marshal Munir made the
comments during a trip
to Peshawar, where he
held an interactive ses-
sion with a jirga of tribal
elders. Later on, he was
given a comprehensive
briefing at Headquarters
11 Corps on the prevail-
ing security environ-
ment, operational pre-
paredness and ongoing
counter terrorism efforts
to maintain peace and
stability along the Pak-
‘Afghan border.
Pakistan-Afghani-
stan relations have wors-
ened sharply in recent
weeks, marked by border
clashes and mutual accu-
sations. Islamabad has
repeatedly warned Kabul
against permitting the
banned  Tehreek-i- overtures to Afgl
Taliban Pakistan (TTP) stan, aimed at improving

China, U.S. Reach Trade Consensus
at APEC 2025: Xi Jinping

News Desk:
BUSAN, SOUTH KO-
REA: Chinese President
Xi Jinping announced
that China and the United
States have reached a
consensus on resolving
key economic and trade
issues after in-depth
consultations between
both nations’ negotiat-
ing teams.

President Xi made
the statement during a
‘meeting with U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump fol-
lowing his arrival in

i
Pakistan. It dddcd that
during the interaction,
the COAS assured the
tribal elders that Paki-
stan,  particularly
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
will be “cleansed of the
terrorists and their abet-
tors.

Pak-Afghan bilateral re-
lations.”

“However, instead
of acting decisively
against Indian-spon-
sored terror proxies
Fitna Al Khwarij and
Fitna Al Hindustan, [the]
Afghan Taliban regime
has been providing all
possible assistance to
these groups,” the state-
ment said.

Fitna-al-Khawarij is
aterm the state uses for
terrorists belonging to
the banned Tehreek-i-
Taliban Pal
while Balo
groups have been des-
ignated  Fitna-al-
Hindustan to highlight
India’s alleged role in
terrorism and
destabilisation across

to use Afghan territory
for attacks — an allega-
tion the Taliban reject.
After a ceasefire, both
sides initiated talks in
Turkiye to develop a
mechanism for monitor-
ing Taliban measures to
curb cross-border as-
saults, but discussions
have so far reached a
stalemate.

While addressing
the jirga, Field Marshal
Munir highlighted that

“despite the continua-
tion of cross-border ter-
rorism from Afghani-
stan, Pakistan, over the
last few years has exer-
cised patience and ex-
tended multiple diplo-
matic and economic

» The army chief
also appreciated the
“steadfast and uncondi-
tional support” rendered
by the tribal people to
the security forces dur-
ing the recent standoff
between Pakistan and
the Afghan Taliban.

“He paid rich trib-
ute to the resilience and
sacrifices of the brave
people of Khyber
Pukhtunkhwa in [the]
war against terrorism,”
the statement said.

P Jaffar Express Attacked

Near Dera Murad Jamali;
No Casualties Reported

ISPR: Four Khwarij, Including
Commander Amjad, Killed
Near Pak-Afghan Border

Forces of Paklsmn re-
‘main resolute and unwa-
vering in their commit-
ment to defend the
nation’s frontiers.
Sanitization opera-
tion is being conducted
to eliminate any other
Indian sponsored Kharji
found in the area as re-
lentless Counter Terror-
ism campaign under vi-
sion “Azm e Istehkam”
(as approved by Federal
x Committee on Na-
tional Action Plan) by
Security Forces and Law
Enforcement Agencies
of Pakistan will continue
at full pace to wipe out
the menace of foreign
sponsored and sup-

X

lmpressmn of domesnc
presence and to raise
the dlmlmshlng morale
of their khwarij in Bajaur
and Mohmand because
of effective operations.
of security forces.

Itis once again reit-
erated that the Interim
Afghan Government
must take concrete mea-
sures to ensure that Af-
ghan soil is not used by
kharji proxies to perpe-
trate terrorism against
Pakistan. It also vali-
dates our stance that
Afghan soil is continu-
ously being used as safe
heaven by khwarij be-
longing to Fitna al
Khwarij against Paki-

manderAmJad, deputy/
second to Kharji Noor
‘Wali and head of Rehbari
movement ofa gmup of Shura of Indian proxy
khwarij, who wel Fitna al Khwarij, was
lo mﬁltrate 'hrmlgh Pa- hlghly wanted by the
bor- Law Agen-
del, waspicked upbythe cies and Government
security forces in Bajaur  had fixed Head money
District, the Interior of PKR five Million on
MJmstry—Semces Public him, as he remained ac-
Relations (ISPR) said. tively involved in per-
Own troops effec- petuating numerous ter-
tively engaged and rorist activities inside Pa-
thwarted khwarijs’ at- kistan while residing in
tempt to infiltrate. Asa  Afghanistan.
;ilsl‘i‘fll:l of precise and gh}! is ert:;::;t to
en ent, four  highlight that ead-
khwarij mﬂﬁgkham ershlgh of Fitna al
leader, a high value tar- Khawarij while residing
get, Kharji Amjad @ in istan is orches-
Mazahim were sent to trating infiltration at-
hell. tempts into Pakistan — stan. ported terrorism from
Killed Kharji Com- primarily to project an The the country.

Balochistan CM Announces Departmental
Recruitment for Assistant Sub-Inspectors in Police

Staff Reporter: !M e TR | force.
QUETTA: Chief Minis- Highlighting the
ter Balochistan Mir need for skill develop-
Sarfraz Bugti has an- ment, the Chief Minis-
nounced a major deci- ter ordered continuous
sion to strengthen the training courses, semi-
Balochistan Police, nars, and professional
drills for police person-
nel.

He also approved
steps to enhance the
martyrs’ compensation
packages and welfare
initiatives for their
families.

“Police modern-
ization and empower-
ment are our top priori-

Dawood Ahmed :
LAMABAD: On night
29/30 October 2025,

Security

will now be appointed
through departmental
recruitment instead of
external hiring. The
move aims to promote
merit, transparency,
and career growth
within the police de-
partment.

Busan, South Korea, to
attend the 32nd APEC
onomic Leaders” Sum-
mit in Gyeongju, part of
his official state visit.

Xi underscored that
economic and trade co-
operation should act as
the cornerstone and
driving force of China-
U.S. relations, rather
than a source of confron-
tation.

He called for en-
hanced dialogue, stabil-

, and mutual benefit,
urging both sides to fo-
cus on long-term gains
through cooperation
stead of engaging in
taliatory actions.

He further encour-
aged Chinese and

-
gration of the Levies
Force into  the
Balochistan Police, op-
erational reforms, and
measures to modernize
policing standards.
Several key reforms
were approved, includ-
ing the introduction of
advanced technology,
forensic tools, and digi-
tal communication sys-
tems to improve effi-
ciency and crime in-

During his visit to
the Central Police Of-
fice (CPO) Quetta, CM
Bugti paid homage to
the martyrs of the po-
lice force by laying a
floral wreath at the
Martyrs’ Monument
and offered prayers for
their sacrifices.

Chairing a high-
level meeting on police
affairs, the Chief Min-
ister reuewed the inte-

American economic
teams to reduce out-
standing differences and
expand areas of collabo-
ration based on equali
respect, and win-win
outcomes.

The talks between

Beijing and Washington
come amid renewed ef-
forts to stabilize global
supply chains, promote
sustainable growth, and
strengthen bilateral ties
during the APEC 2025
summit.

vestigation.

CM Bugti also di-
rected that the Special
Operations Wing and
Special Security Wing
be further strength-
ened to boost the
province’s
counterterrorism capa-
bilities. He emphasized
that the government
will provide full finan-
cial and administrative
support to the police

ties. We want to see the
Balochistan Police be-
come a more dynamic,
people-friendly, and
well-equipped force,”
CM Bugti said.

The Chief Minister
also praised the brav-
ery of police officials
who embraced martyr-
dom in recent opera-
tions, saying their sac-
rifices will always be
remembered.

Pakistan Agrees to Participate in Dialogue with Afghan

Monitoring Desk:
ISTANBUL: Pakistan
has agreed to resume
dialogue with the Afghan
Taliban following a re-
quest from the friendly
country Turkey, diplo-
matic sources confirmed
on Tuesday.

The Pakistani del-
cgation, which was ear-
lier scheduled to depart
from Istanbul, has now
decided to extend its stay
to participate in the next
round of discussions.
The move aims to give
peace and regional sta-
bility another chance,
sources said.

According to offi-
cials familiar with the de-
velopment, Pakistan re-
iterated its principal de-
mand that the Afghan
authorities take con-
crete, verifiable, and ef-
fective action against

Taliban at Turkey’s Request

terrorist groups operat-
ing from Afghan soil.

Islamabad has main-
tained that Afghanistan
must ensure its territory
is not used for terrorist
activities against Paki-
stan. The resumption of
talks comes amid a pe-
riod of heightened ten-
sion between the two
neighboring countries.
However, observers
view Turkey’s diplo-
matic engagement as a
positive and construc-
tive step toward rebuild-
ing trust and addressing
mutual security con-

ms.

Sources added that
both sides are expected
to discuss border secu-
ity, counterterrorism co-
operation, and the safe
return of refugees dur-
ing the ongoing discus-
sions in Istanbul.
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Pakistan-Saudi Arabia
Defense Pact — A Historic
Milestone in BilateralRelations

Editorial:
For over eight decades,
Pakistan and Saudi
Arabia have enjoyed
close and cordial rela-
tions rooted in faith,
friendship, and mutual
cooperation. The re-
cent visit of Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif to
the Kingdom has fur-
ther strengthened these
historic ties, marking a
new chapter in the re-
lationship between the
two brotherly nations.
SMDA An Unprec-
edented Event
The signing of a
Strategic Mutual De-
fense Agreement be-
tween Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and
Crown Prince
Mohammed bin
Salman is unprec-
edented. For the first
time, both states have
formally pledged that
an attack on one will be

tance of Pakistan in the
wider Middle East and
South Asia.

Over the years,
Saudi Arabia has stood
firmly by Pakistan, ex-
tending support in
critical times, whether
financial, diplomatic,
or strategic. At the
same time, Paki.
has successfully man-
aged to maintain posi-
tive ties with both
Saudi Arabia and Iran,
balancing its role in a
region often marked
by divisions.

This ability to up-
hold cordial relations
with diverse regional
players demonstrates
Islamabad’s maturity
in diplomacy.

China,” Turkey
And Saudi Arabia Fully
Support Pakistar

Equally significant
is the fact that Pakista
continues to receive

-

tional stage and help
consolidate its role as a
bridge between the
Muslim world and the
global community.

The defense agree-
ment with Saudi Arabia
is, therefore, a matter
of immense pride for
the Pakistani nation. It
not only secures
Pakistan’s strategic in-
terests  but  also
strengthens the balance
of power in the region.
Such developments as-
sure the people of Pa-
kistan that their coun-
try is not isolated but
deeply engaged in
shaping the future of
regional security and
cooperation.

This Is Indeed A
National Achievement

This historic step
deserves to be cel-
ebrated as a national
achievement. It is a re-

an attack on
both. This landmark
pact is not only a tes-
tament to their shared
commitment to peace
and security but also a
reflection of the grow-
ing geopolitical impor-

and uncon-
ditional support from
major global actors
such as China, Tur-
key, and Saudi Arabia.
These relationships
enhance Pakistan’s le-
verage on the interna-

ﬂecnon of Pakistan’s
enduring and
its ability to transform
long-standing friend-
ships into strategic
partnerships that en-
sure stability, prosper-

ity, and peace for gen-
erations to come.

Ziarat’s Ancient Juniper Forest: Pakistan’s

By Farced Ullah Khan
Nestled in the northeast
of Balochistan, the sce-
nic hill station of Ziarat
— once known as
Ghauski (meaning “cold
place” in Pashto) —
stands as one of
Pakistan’s most breath-
taking natural treasures.
Surrounded by snow-
capped peaks and an-
cient juniper trees,
Ziarat's crisp air and cool
climate make it a haven
for tourists escaping the
country’s sweltering
summer heat.

But behind this
beauty lies a crisis. The
Ziarat Juniper Forest,
once celebrated as the
pride of Balochistan, is
now on the brink of col-
lapse — the result of cli-
mate change, deforesta-
tion, and government
negligence.

Asia’s Largest
Juniper Forest —
A Natural
‘Wonder in Peril

The Ziarat Juniper
Forest is no ordinary
woodland. It is Asia’s
largest juniper forest and
the second largest in the
world, home to trees that
are thousands of years
old. Locally known as
Sanober, these trees
grow incredibly slowly
~ just one inch every
two years. Some are esti-
mated to be over 2,000
years old, making this
Torest a living natural
museum and a vital part
of Pakistan’s ecological
heritage.

The junipers are not
just trees — they are
natural climate regula-
tors, carbon sinks, and
water cycle stabilizers.
Yet, their survival is now
threatened by the very
communities whorely on
them for survival.

The Local
Dilemma: “We
Cut Trees
Because We

Have No Gas”

eaking to a local
resident revealed the
heartbreaking reality be-
1ind Ziarat’s deforesta-

n.

“We’re not destroy-
ing the forest out of
greed,” he said. “We
Have no choice. The
government claims we
have gas connections,
but there’s no gas in the
pipelines. It only flows
when VIPs visit Ziarat —
then it stops again.”

During the harsh

winters, when tempera-
tures drop below freez-
ing, residents have no al-
ternative but to cut juni-
per trees for firewood.
Locals estimate that 600
101,000 juniper trees are
cut down daily — a dev-
astating rate given their
centuries-long growth
cycle.

Climate
Consequences:
Disappearing
Snow and Rain

The impact of this
rapid deforestation is al-
ready visible. Over the

past five years, rainfall
Snd snowfall in Ziarat
have drastically de-
clined. According to re-
cent reports, rainfall in

Dying Natural Heritage

Balochistan during April
and May has dropped
by nearly 57% since
2025,

Experts warn that
the juniper forest plays a
key role in regulating
rainfall and temperature
in the wider region — in:
cluding Quetta, Pishin,
and Kalat. As the forest
disappears, rising tem-
peratures, soil erosion,
and water shortages
threaten both human life
and biodiversity.
Government
Silence and Weak
Enforcement

When asked about
the crisis, PS Abrar, Per-
sonal Secretary at the
Forest Department, ad-
‘mitted:

“No one has permis-
sion to cut these trees
under forest law. If it’s
happening, then it’s a fail-
ure of our forest officers
and local administra-
tion.”

Similarly, Ibrahim
Baloch, Director General
of Climate Change in
Balochistan, acknowl-
edged:

“Deforestation is il-
legal. If one tree is cut, a
thousand should be

planted. Our department
focuses on awareness,
while the Forest Depart-
ment handles enforce-
ment.”

However, when
asked whether aware-
ness campaigns were

in Ziarat, he

resent heritage, resil-
ience, and identity. One
elderly resident summed
it up poignantly:

“If these trees dis-
appear, Ziarat willlose its
soul.”

Government
Neglect and the

Way Forward

Environmental pro-
tection has rarely been a
national priorityin Paki-
stan. In the latest provin-
cial budget, only PKR
500 million (50 crore ru-
pees) was allocated for
climate change — an in-
significant amount com-
pared to the scale of the
crisis.

Experts emphasize
immediate government
intervention as essential
to save the Ziarat Juni-
per Forest:

Ensure consistent
gas supply to mountain-
ous districts to reduce
dependence on fire-
wood. Strengthen forest
law enforcement and pe-
nalize illegal logging,
Launch awareness and

admitted none had taken
place there yet — only
n Quetta and other dis-
tricts.

Repeated attempts
to reach the Sui South-
ern Gas Company
(SSGC) for a statement
were unsuccessful. The
silence reflects a broader
pattern of institutional
neglect and lack of co-
ordination.

Ecological
Importance:
More Than

Just Trees
The Ziarat Juniper
Forest sustains a fragile
ecosystem — home to
diverse wildlife and bird
species that depend on
these trees for shelter
and food. The forest
also prevents soil ero-
sion, stores carbon, and
regulates the local water
cycle.

For the people of
Ziarat, the junipers rep-

involving local commu-
nities. Promote eco-tour-
ism to generate sustain-
able livelihoods that do
not harm the environ-

ment.

A Call to Action:
Saving Ziarat’s
Living Heritage

The Ziarat Juniper
Forest is not just a local
attraction — it is a glo-
bal ecological asset. Its
destruction would not
only devastate
biodiversity but also
worsen Pakistan’s cli-
mate vulnerability.

The government
must understand that
protecting forests is pro-
tecting the
economy, tourism, and
the future stability of
Balochistan’s environ-
ment all depend on it.
Time is running out.
Once these ancient trees
are gone, they will never

Artificial Intelligence Just Taking Baby Steps

Syed Muhammad
Qaseem:
rtificial
Intelligence(Al) is the
simulation of human in-
telligence in computer
systems. In simple
words, Al enables ma-
chines to perform
tasks that require hu-
man intelligence. Those
tasks can be learning
from past experiences,
solving problems, and
making predictions
based on provided data.
Until now, Al has just
started taking baby
steps but it is growing
at a much rapid rate.
Every invention
had various positive
and negative impacts
on human civilization.
According to Google’s
CEO, Sundar Pichai
“Al will have a more
profound impact on
human beings than
fire, electricity, and the
internet”. This innova-
tion also has both po:
tive and negative im-
pacts on human beings.
If it is left unchecked
it will have adverse im-
pacts on human cre-
ativity, the job market,
and the flow of infor-
mation. However, the
positive use of Al will
bring major advance-
ments in medical sci-
ence, education, agri-
culture, etc. In the fol-
lowing paragraphs, the
impacts of Al on hu-
mans are described.
Negative Impacts

Alisa technologi-
cal tool and its use can
be both positive and
negative, although, it is
in the hands of human
beings on how to use
it. Following are some
negative impacts of Al
on humans.

Deep Fakes
Through Generative
AL

In the age of infor-
mation technology,
misinformation is a

major issue. The intro-
duction of generative
Al into public space
has further worsened
the predicament of in-
formation flow.
Through generative
Al deep fakes are gen-
erated. These deep
fakes are difficult to
judge, as original or
fake, for a person who
has no knowledge of
AL The deep fakes can
be an image, a video,
or a voice note. Re-
cently, in Slovakia’s
2023 elections, a fake
voice of a party’s
leader and a journalist
was shared on social
media, in which they
were talking about pur-
chasing votes from the
poor population. This
voice badly reduced
the vote bank of that
party during elections.
Another example of
the deep fakes that cre-
ated uncertainty was
pictures of the former
US president, Donald
Trump’s arrest, whlch
provoked his
supporter’s  senti-
ments against the state.
Therefore, if the use of
generative Al is left un-
checked, bad actors in
society will use it for
their own purposes
and spread wrong in-
formation.

AT’s use in War

Using AI for the
purpose of Al will have
ferocious results. Be-
cause Al unlike hu-
mans has no fear,
doesn’t commit mis-
takes, doesn’t get tired,
and has no mercy. So,
it can fight much bet-
ter than a soldier. Thus,
Countries are trying to
develop Al fighters,
robots, and drones for
the maximization of
power. This will at-
tract the attention of
their rival countries to
build Al war machines
for the balance of
power. Hence, like

nuclear weapons, Al
will further worsen se-
curity dilemmas if used
for the purpose of war.
a Major
Threat to Human Cre-
ativity

Creativity is a
unique characteristic of
human beings due to
which they bring devel-
opment, prosperity,
modernization, and
easiness in their lives
But man-made intelli-
gence is growing so
rapidly that it has posed
a grave threat to the

creativity of God’s hu-
mankind. With only a
few clicks and in some
seconds, an Al pro-
gram can write a book,
a novel, a poem, an as

signment and an article.
Furthermore, it can
sing a song, draw a
painting, solve a prob-
lem, and make a predic-
tion. On the other side,
it takes much effort and
time for a human to do
all these tasks. Due to

the lazy and comfort-
seeking nature of hu-
man beings, now they
mostly rely on Al to
perform these tasks.
With the passage of
time Al is learning more
skills and human’s reli-
ance on Al is further in-
creasing. This increase
in reliance on Al will
cause the death of cre-
ativity in humans.

Al and Job Market

“ Al is coming to
take your job”, this
news was seen on
many news platforms

when ChatGPT was
launched in Nov 2022.
As stated earlier, Al is
efficient and less time-
consuming in perform-
ing a task. Therefore,
it has made millions of
people jobless in almost
every field, whether
they are hotel waiters,
drivers, journalists,
software engineers and
content writers etc. Al-
driven cars neither
cross the speed limit

nor have sleep prob-
lems, consequently,
companies are manu-
facturing Al-driven
cars to avoid road ac-
cidents. Journalists and
content writers de-
mand huge salaries for
their work, while,

ChatGPT is a free Al
app that can do the
same tasks freely and
quickly. More interest-
ingly, Al will replace its
0 w n

founders(Software
Engineers) who devel-
oped Al as Al can write

code and find errors in
it. To sum up, AI has
much potential to re-
place the human
workforce.

Positive Impacts
1

Along with nega-
tive impacts, Al can
also be advantageous
for humans if used for
welfare purposes. In
the following para-
graphs, some advan-
tages of Al are de-

scribed if Al is used
positively.

Al can Revolution-
ize the Medical Field Al
along with synthetic
biology can transform
the world shaped until
now. Al and synthetic
biology can eradicate
debilifating diseases,
and find treatments for
pandemics, thus pro-
viding health benefits.
Al has also made a lot
of achievements in the
field of surgery. Last
year, an Al robot per-
formed a successful

egg surgery in which
the inner layer of an egg
was stitched. Addition-
ally, an Al Chatbot can
also prescribe medi-
cines and treatment for
a disease based on the
provided symptoms. In
the coming years, Al
will further advance it-
selfin the medical field
and people will take nu-
merous benefits from
it.

Prediction Based

on Provided Data

Humans remain
curious to predict
things or the outcome
of events. If data is fed
to an Al it can find
patterns in that data,
and based on those pat-
terns it can give pre-
dictions. For example:
Al can predict election
results, market demand
for a product, predict
weather etc. In the US
2020 presidential elec-
tions, an Al model was
trained to predict the
outcome of elections.
Tweets and Facebook
posts were fed to the
model from which Al
separated positive and
negative sentiments
about former US
President Trump and
current US President
Joe Biden. Based on the
high number of posi-
tive sentiments, the Al
model predicted that
Trump would win the
elections, and he won.
So, humans can take
advantage of this fea-
ture of Al and can reap
its benefits.

Boosting Agricul-
ture Through AT

Pakistan is an ag-
riculture-based coun-
try, and enhancing the
agriculture sector will
boost the country’s
economic  perfor-
mance. Al can increase
agricultural production
by predicting the best
time to cultivate and
harvest a crop. It is
also capable of identi-
fying soil conditions,
plant diseases, weather
forecasts, and when
plants need to be irri-
gated. Moreover, Al
can analyze the
market’s supply and
demand chain. AT will
be efficient in saving
the loss of water dur-
ing irrigation. Sec-
ondly, it will provide a
suitable i

soil fertility and water
needs. To sum up,
equipping agriculture
with Al systems will
boost agricultural pro-
duction and prevent
heavy water losses.

Recommendations
for the Pakistani Gov-
ernment

The world has en-
tered into the race of Al
development. Fortu-
nately, Pakistan has a
huge human resource,
but making them skil-
ful in the field of Al is
a hard task to do. All
provincial govern-
ments should include
Al in the school cur-
riculum. There should
be an Al portal for stu-
dents, from where
they can get updates
about Al developments
around the globe and
jobs announced by the
government. Further-
more, universities must
be directed to increase
practical work in Al
rather than theoretical.

Conclusion

In conclusion, AT
nevertheless advanta-
geous, poses a grave
threat to human civili-
zation. If Al is left un-
checked, it can spread
misinformation
through deep fakes,
worsen the status quo
of security dilemmas,
cause the death of hu-
man creativity, and take
jobs.

So, all countries
should sit on a single
platform and form
laws to control the de-
velopment and intro-
duction of Al tools in
public space. In addi-
tion, Al companies
should include a water-
mark to the content
generated through Al
to cope with misinfor-
mation. In the end, Al
will be more hazardous
if it gets consciousness

for the plants to grow
through maintaining

and moves p
freely without being
dependant on humans.
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K()I in Lahore shoots to 603, making it worst in world

LAHORE (INP): The
quality of air in
Lahore remains ex-
tremely hazardous for
human health as smog
continues to get

thicker by the day.
The air quality in-

dex in the city of gar-

dens shotup to 603 on

Thursday, making it
the most polluted city
in the world followed
by Indian capital New
Delhi. The AQI in the
arcas around the FF
Pakistan soared to 816.
Similarly, it was 788 at
Allama Igbal Town,
696 around the AC

Cantonment Office,
652 around the Uni-
versity of the Punjab,
647 at Samanabad,
617 at Shalamar Road,
615 at Syed Maratab
Ali Road, 597 around
Pakistan Engineering
Council, 593 at Sanda
Road, 589 at Ravi

i
(QUETTA: Vice Chancellor Dr. Khalid Hafeez

Road, and 585 around
the Government Col-
lege University and at
Lower Mall. On the
other hand, the Met
Office forecast dry
weather for the Punjab
capital during the next
24 hours. It said that
the maximum tem-

[
resented with a commemorative shield on the occasion of]
[Entrepreneurship Fair 2025 at BITUMS University with Balochistan Governor Jafar Khan Mandokhail.|

42 million set to lose food aid
amid US shutdown

'WASHINGTON (INP):
Nearly 42 million people
are set to lose food aid
due to the second-long-
est US government
shutdown, as Demo-
crats and Republicans
in Congress continue to
blame each other for a
weeks-long legislative
stalemate.

Neither party was
showing signs of
changing its position
days before funding for
the Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance
Programme, also known
as food stamps, is set to
lapse beginning on Sat-
urday.

The US Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s
decision last week not
to draw on an emer-
gency fund to pay for
part of November’s
SNAP benefits is split-
ting senators, as Demo-
crats argue the agency
is legally required to
spend theé roughly $5.5
billion in contingency
funds to maintain at
least a portion of the
benefits.

“The Trump admin-
istration is weaponising

hunger as a political
bargaining chip,” said

Senator Jeanne Shaheen
of New Hampshire, the
top Democrat oversee-
ing food aid funding.
“When it comes down to
it, this i

Republicans say
Senate Democrats are
responsible for the shut-
down because most have
voted 13 times against a
stopgap bill to reopen
government, called a
“CR” or continuing reso-
Iution, to force conces-
sions from the Republi-
can  majority on
healthcare issues.

“The Democrats
should vote for a clean
CR to open government,
and that’ll take care of all
these things,”

said Senator John
Hoeven of North Da-
kota, the top Republican
in charge of food aid ap-
propriations.

The White House’s
Office of Management
and Budget did not re-
spond to a request for
comment.

The cost and
breadth of US food sup-
port are regularly de-
bated in Congress, espe-
y during the renego-
tiation of the farm spend-
ing bill that funds SNAP.

Trump and Republi-
cans’ July tax and spend-
ing bill expanded SNAP
work requirements and
increased state-specific
costs. This has limited
almost $200 billion in
overall funding and
could push some off the
programme.

Americans in every
state rely on federal ben-
efits.

Of the top five
states with the highest
per capita SNAP benefi-
ciaries, who represent
‘more than 15 per cent of
the population,

three are repre-
sented by Republican
senators: Louisiana,
Oklahoma, and West
Virginia.

This week, Repub-
lican Senator Josh
Hawley pushed a
standalone bill to fund
SNAP in November,
which ganered some bi-
partisan co-sponsors by
Tuesday, followed by
Senate Democratic lead-
ers announcing their
own version.

However, Republi-
can Senate Majority
Leader John Thune
questioned why the
chamber should vote on

such a bill after a similar
targeted bill to pay fed-
eral workers during the
shutdown failed last
week.

Legal U-Turn at the
USDA SNAP benefits
have been distributed in
past shutdowns, includ-
ing the longest in history
during Trump’s first term.

At the time, Trump’s
USDA officials argued to
Congress’s nonpartisan
watchdog, the Govern-
ment Accountability Of-
fice, that contingency
funds could be used for
benefits.

The agency re-
peated that position in a
September 30 plan, re-
leased by the USDA in
advance of the current
shutdown, but that plan
was no longer visible on
the USDA website.

Instead, a website
banner blames Demo-
crats for failing to fund
SNAP at the expense of
backing healthcare for
immigrants living in the
US illegally and “gender
‘mutilation procedures”.

“That’s just a red
herring,” said Senator
Tina Smith, a Minnesota
Democrat, about the
department’s message.

Establishment of 100-bed
modern hospital, stadium
announced for Haripur

HARIPUR (INP): Leader
of Pakistan Muslim
League-N Captain (R)
Muhammad Safdar
Wednesday has an-
nounced the establish-
ment of a 100-bed mod-
ern hospital, a 25-bed
burn unit, and a state-
of-the-art sports stadium
for Haripur.

e made the an-
nouncement during his
visit to the proposed
project  site at
Bheediyan, located at
the junction of Hazara
and Punj

Captain Safdar was
accompanied by PML-N
candidate for NA-18
Haripur Babar Nawaz
Khan, former Chief Min-
ister yber
Pakhtunk h W a

Sahibzada Pir Sabir
hah,

former MNA Sardar
Muhammad Mushtaq
Khan, former provincial
minister Qazi
Muhammad Asad Khan,
and Chairman Tehsil
Council  Haripur
Samiullah Khan.

During the visit, of-
ficials from the Punjab
Revenue Department
and other relevant de-
partments briefed the
delegation in detail
about the development
projects.

Speaking to the me-
dia, Captain Safdar said
that these projects reflect
the Pakistan Muslim
League-N’s commitment
to public welfare. The
modern hospital and

burn unit will provide

advanced healthcare fa-
cilities not only to the
people of Haripur but to
the entire Hazara region.
He further stated
that Punjab Chief Min-
ister Maryam Nawaz
Sharif approved the
projects on the special
request of Babar Nawaz
Khan to facilitate the
people of Haripur and its
adjoining areas.
Captain Safdar
added that the hospital,
burn unit, and stadium
will be

and will continue the mis-
sion of development,
progress, and prosperity
in the region.

perature in the city
would goup to 31 de-
grees Celsius on
Thursday afternoon,
while it would remain
19 degrees Celsius on
the minimum side. On
the other hand,
Karachi, with AQI
161, was ranked as

fourth most polluted
city in the world on
Thursday. The mini-
mum temperature in
the city was recorded
at 26 degrees Celsius
while it was expected
to touch 35 degrees
Celsius mark in the af-
ternoon. The Met O

fice said that the
weather in the city
would remain dry
during the next 24
hours.Winds were
blowing in the morn-
ing from the north-
cast at a speed of 16
kilometers per hour,
while the level of

moisture in the air stood
at 49 per cent. Mean-
while, doctors have
urged people, espe-
cially children and
aged, toavoid stepping
out of their homes un-
necessarily and if it
was really nece:
wear facemasks.

PA Speaker Malik Ahmad Khan

calls on CM Maryam

LAHORE  (INP):
Speaker Punjab Assem-
bly Malik Muhammad
Ahmed Khan called on
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif in Lahore
on Thursday. The meet-
ing discussed the over-
all pol ] and admin-
istrative situation of the
province.

The meeting dis-
cussed in details on the
stages of legislation
and the proceedings of
the House.

The  meeting
agreed on dealing

strictly with those who
disrupt the law-and-order
situation across the
province.

Speaker Punjab As-
sembly Malik Ahmed
Khan paid tribute to the
introduction of e-Biz for
case of doing business.

Malik Ahmed Khan
expressed gratitude to
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif on behalf of
the people of Punjab for
the improvement of law
and order in the prov-
ince.

‘Chief  Minister

Maryam Nawaz Sharif
congratulated Malik
Ahmed Khan on the
government affairs of
the Punjab Assembly
and his approach of
taking everyone along.

Maryam Nawaz
said for the first time in
the history of the prov-
ince, every big project
is being started from
small cities.

Maryam Nawaz
Sharif said Punjab has
the best business po-
tential and investors
should take advantage

ofit.

The Punjab govern-
ment will provide all pos-
sible support to domes-
tic and foreign investors,
Maryam Nawaz said.

She said the law-
and-order situation in the
province is under control
and chaos will not be al-
lowed.

Malik Ahmad Khan
said for the first time, the
center of dcvclopmcm
projects is not only
Lahore or big cities but
also every backward area
of 22Punjab.

Israel Kkills 46 children, 20
women in strikes to 'avenge'
soldier's death

CAIRO (INP): Israel
said it remains com-
mitted to the US-
backed ceasefire in
Gaza, despite its retali-
ation for the death of
an Israeli soldier with
day-long bombard-
ment that Gaza health
authorities said killed
104 people.

Even as the mili-
tary affirmed it still in-
tended to uphold the
truce in the Palestinian
enclave, it announced
it had carried out an-
other airstrike in the
north of Gaza where it
said weapons had
been stored. Medics
said two people were
killed in that attack.

The killing of an
Israeli soldier in Gaza
on Tuesday has trig-
gered the worst esca-
lation there since the
ceasefire brokered by
US President Donald
Trump came into ef-
fect on October 10 af-
ter two years of war
triggered by deadly
Hamas-led attacks on
Israel. Israel says the
soldier was killed in an
attack by gunmen on
territory within the
"yellow line" where its
troops withdrew un-
der the truce. Hamas
has rejected the accu-
sation.

Israel described
Wednesday's attack as
a targeted strike near
Beit Lahia in the north
of the strip, where it
said weapons had
been stored. It said it

Cymatg

on these projects will
begin soon.

He reaffirmed that
the PML-N is dedicated
to serving the people
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: Secretary Finance Imran Zarkoon presides over al
review meeting of the Finance Department.
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would continue to up-
hold the ceasefire agree-
ment while responding
firmly to any violation.
"We want to ensure
that the goal that Presi-
dent Trump and we
agreed on of disarming
Hamas and demilitariz-
ing Gaza is ultimately
achieved," Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said later on
Wednesday during a
visit to a military facil-
ity in southern Israel
where US troops are
monitoring the truce.
"There is a real ef-
fort here in coopera-
tion, with security be-
ing maintained in our
own hands," y

ignited the war.

The Gaza health
ministry said 46 chil-
dren and 20 women
were among the 104
people killed in the
airstrikes.

The Hamas-run
Gaza government me-
dia office issued a
statement  saying
Israel's list of targets
was a product of a
"systematic campaign
of misinformation,
forgery, and lies aimed
at distorting the truth
and covering up its
ongoing crimes
against civilians.”

In Nusseirat in
(he cemral Gaza Strip,

said the

"So the Israelis hit back
and they should hit
back. When that hap-
pens, they should hit
back," he added.
"Nothing is going to
jeopardise" the
ceasefire, Trump said.
"You have to under-
stand Hamas is a very
small part of peace in
the Middle East, and
they have to behave."
He has touted the
truce and hostage-pris-
oner exchange deal as
one of the top foreign
policy achievements of
his second term, and he
and his top aides have
sought to keep the
ceasefire from

said, according to a
statement released by
his office.

In response to the
soldier's death, the mili-
tary launched what it
described as strikes tar-
geting dozens of Hamas
fighters across the en-
clave, as well as weap-
ons depots and tunnels
belonging to the group.

It named 24 tar-
gets, including one it
described as a Hamas
commander who took
part in an attack on a
kibbutz during the Oc-
tober 7, 2023, assault
on southern Israel that

entire Abu Dalal fam-
ily had been wiped out
in an airstrike that flat-
tened their home over-
night.

Aboy in a wheel-
chair wailed as the
family's bodies in
white plastic body
bags were loaded into
the back of a flatbed
truck. Crowds fol-
lowed as the bodies
were driven through
the streets to a cem-
etery. "As I under-
stand it, they took out
an Israeli soldier,"
Trump told reporters
aboard Air Force One.

The latest flare-up
has underscored the
stumbling blocks to a
lasting peace. Key ques-
tions of Hamas disarm-
ing, further Israeli troop
pullbacks and future
governance of Gaza re-
main unresolved.
Qatar's Prime Minister
Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman al-Thani,
who has acted as a me-
diator, said on Wednes-
day that the attack on
the Israeli soldier and
subsequent  Israeli

alm(rlkeﬁ had been
"very dlsappomtmg and
frustrating for us".
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PPP, PML-N split widens over plan to remove AJK PM

MUZAFFARABAD
(INP): A new political
deadlock has emerged
between the Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) and
the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
over the no-confidence
‘motion against the Prime
Minister of Azad Jammu

and Kashmir (AJK). The
PML-N has made its
support conditional on
holding early elections,
sources confirmed on
Thursday. According to
party insiders, the PML-
N has informed the PPP
that it will only back the
no-confidence move if

early elections are held
after fulfilling all consti-
tutional requirements in-
cluding the appointment
of anew Chief Election
Commissioner. PML-N
leaders maintain that
fresh elections are the
only way to ensure po-
litical stability in Azad

Kashmir, They argue
that delaying polls could
deepen the crisis and al-
low misuse of public re-
sources. Sources within
the PML-N said the
party fears that the PPP
could exploit billions of
rupees in government
funds for political and

electoral purposes.
They also expressed
concerns that the PPP
could influence upcom-
ing elections by leverag-
ing thousands of avail-
able government jobs in
AJK. “If we support the
PPP now, we may end up
sitting in the opposi

again,” one senior PML-
N member remarked.
“Immediate elections are
the only fair solution.”
PPP insists on complet-
ingits term On the other
hand, the PPP remains
adamant about complet-
ingits full constitutional
term in power. Party

sources say the PPP
leadership wants the
PML-N to join the gov-
ernment rather than
push for elections. “The
PPP believes that stabil-
ity requires continuity,

sources, top leaders of
both parties are expected
to meet again once Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
returns home. The meet-
ing aims to break the
ongoing impasse and
not confrontation,” a decide on a unified po-
party insider told report- litical strategy for Azad
ers. According to Kashmir.

" ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting regarding reforms in FBR.

Will secure borders by
force if cross-border terrorism
doesn't stop: Sanaullah

ISLAMABAD
(INP):The Prime
Minister's Adviser on
Political Affairs Rana
Sanaullah on Thurs-
day made a firm state-
ment regarding
Pakistan’s stance to-

stan.

The senator em-
phasized Pakistan’s
right to self-defense,
asserting that the
armed forces and mili-
tary leadership are
fully prepared to act.

two nations.
However, he ex-
pressed concern that
the current Afghan
rulers have adopted a
troubling stance. “The
group in power in Af-
ghanistan is the Fitna

and establish a proper
mechanism” to pre-
vent the use of their
soil for militant opera-
tions targeting Paki-
stan.

“This is a one-line
demand. There is no

ward Afghanistan, de- flexibility in it,” al-Khawarij, who are “We will protect
claring  that the Sanaullahsaid,under- hesitanttogetinvolved ourselves from terror-
country’s demand is scoring that with India,” he re- ists — there is no
“clear, lawful, and Pakistan’s position is marked, pointing to other option for us,”
non-negotiable". firm and based on le- growing external in- he declared.

“Pakistan has a gitimate security con- fluence over Afghan Sanaullah praised the
direct demand accord-  cerns. olicy. country’s military lead-

Sanau]lah claimed
that India is exerting
pressure on
Afghanistan’s current
leadership and even

ership, saying they
have “taught them a
lesson once before”
and are ready to do so
again if necessary.

ing to international
law,” aullah said,
emphasizing that Af-
ghanistan must ensure
its land is not used for

Despite the strong
tone, Rana Sanaullah
reiterated that Paki-
stan still views Af-
ghanistan as a broth-

terrorism against Pa- erly Islamic country. offering money and He continued,
kistan. He added, He acknowledged, facilities to sustain “Our forces have al-
“We have presented “Pakistan has served, anti-Pakistan policies. ready conveyed that if

“India is inciting them
to continue this
policy,” he said, accus-
ing New Delhi of ma-
nipulating the situation
to destabilize Paki-

they (Afghanistan) do
not take responsibility
for keeping our bor-
ders safe, we will se-
cure this guarantee
ourselves.”

evidence that cannot
be denied by anyone.”

The former inte-
rior minister urged the
Afghan authorities to
“stop these activities

18 Indian-sponsored
terrorists eliminated in two
Balochistan gunbattles

RAWALPINDI
(INP): As many as 18
Indian-sponsored ter-
rorists were elimi-
nated in gunbattles
during two intelli-
gence-based opera-
tions carried out by
security forces per-
sonnel in Balochistan.
According to an
ISPR statement re-
leased on Thursday,
on 28 and 29 October
2025, 18 terrorists be-
longing to Indian
proxy, Fitna al-
Hindustan, were killed
in two separate opera-
tions in Balochistan.
An intelligence-
based operation (IBO)
was conducted in gen-
cral area Chiltan
Mounlams in Quetta
istrict on reported
prcscncc of terrorists.
During the con-
duct of the operation,

hosted, and obeyed
them for 40 years,”
referring to the de-
cades of Afghan refu-
gee support and coop-
eration between the

own troops effectively “Azm-e-Istehkam™
engaged the terrorists” (as approved by Fed-
location, and after an eral Apex Committee
intense fire exchange, on National Action
14 Indian-sponsored Plan) by security
terrorists were sent to  forces and law en-
hell. In another IBO  forcement agencies of
conducted in general Pakistan will continue
area Buleda in Kech at full pace to wipe
District, a terrorist out menace of foreign-
hideout was busted sponsored and -sup-
and four terrorists ported terrorism from
were successfully the country, the ISPR

gence-based opera-
tion in general area
Dogar, Kurram Dis-
trict, on reported pres-
ence of Khwarij be-
longing to Indian
proxy, Fitna al-
Khwarij.

During the con-
duct of operation,
seven Indian-spon-
sored khwarij were
sent to hell due to ef-
fective
by own troops.

However, during
the intense fire ex-
change,  Captain
Noman Saleem (age:
24 years, resident of’
District Mianwali) a
brave young medical
officer who besides
performing the duties
of medical care also
fought gallantly and
embraced Shahadat
along with his five
men.

‘Weapons, ammu- It may be men-
nition and explosives tioned here that six
were also recovered soldiers including Cap-
from the killed terror- tain Noman Saleem
ists, who remained were martyred and
actively involved in seven terrorists be-
numerous terroristac- longing to Indian
tivities. Sanitization proxy were sentto hell
operations were being in Kurram district of
conducted to eliminate  Khyber Paktunkhawa
any other Indian- spon— on Wednesday.
sored terrorists found According  to
in the area as relent- ISPR, on 29 October
less counter-terrorism 20235, security forces
campaign under vision conducted an intelli-

i k| - <
ISLAMABAD: Tarik Ali Khan, High Commissioner of Canada to Pakistan, called on Federal Min-
ister for Commerce, Jam Kamal Khan, at the Ministry of Commerce.

PA Desalination Plant
produces over one million
gallons of clean water

GWADAR (INP): statement. drinking water to patched across the dis-
The Gwadar Port Au- he 1.2 million Gwadar, which has trict.

thority (GPA) Seawa- gallons per ay long struggled with Additionally, the
ter Desalination Plant (MGD) planthas been water scarcity due to Public Health Engi-

has produced more
than one million gal-
lons of potable water

steadily ramping up
operations and is now
running at nearly 84

prolonged dry spells
and minimal rainfall.
Meanwhile, the

neering Department
provided 112,000 gal-
lons of water to Chab

in the past 24 hours, percent capacity, re- Gwadar district ad- Rekani, Chab
significantly helpingto sulting in a notable im- ministration reported Kalmati, Nigor, and
ease the port city’s provementinthecity’s that multiple water nearby villages

ongoing water crisis,
officials said, accord-
ing to Gwadar Pro.
The plant con-
verted 1,006,400 gal-
lons of scawater into
clean and drinkable
water during the pe-
riod. “The plant is
playing a highly effec-
tive role in overcom-
ing Gwadar’s water
shortage,” the author-
ity said in an official

Akbar Niazi Teaching Hospital,
Lions Club join hands to
promote breast cancer awareness

ISLAMABAD (INP): A
powerful message of
hope and health aware-
ness echoed through the
Rawalpindi Arts Council
as the Islamabad
Founder Lions Club, in

with Dr.
Akbar Niazi Teaching
Hospital (ANTH), orga-
nized an engaging Breast
Cancer Awareness Semi-
nar aimed at empower-
ing women through edu-
cation and early detec-
tion,

water supply.

A flagship project
under the China-Paki-
stan Economic Corri-
dor (CPEC), the de-
salination facility was
constructed with a
$12.7 million grant
from the Chinese gov-
ernment.

The plant was in-
augurated on Decem-
ber4,2023, andis pro-
viding sustainable

sources are being uti-
lized to ensure supply
across the city and its
surrounding areas.
The Gwadar De-
velopment Authority
(GDA) delivered 1.1
million gallons of wa-
ter through a pipeline
from Shadi Kaur
Dam, while Mirani
Dam supplied 1.137
million gallons via 101
water tankers dis-

through 23 tanker
trips. From Kalatu to
Jiwani, 18 water
bowsers delivered an-
other 157,250 gallons
to local communities.

“All available re-
sources are being mo-
bilized to ensure unin-
terrupted water supply
and to overcome the
crisis at the earliest,”
the district administra-
tion said.

International;
Muhammad Naveed
Malik, Former President
Islamabad Founder Li-
ons Club; Malik Najeeb,
President Islamabad
Founder Lions Club;
and Faheem
Khan, Zone Chairman
Lions Clubs Interna-
tional. The seminar was
attended by over 350 fe-
male students along with
women from different
walks of life who actively
participated m the
awareness session. Par-
ticipants were pmvlded
with breast self-
i i awareness
s, and pink rib-
bons, symbolizing soli-
darity with breast cancer
fighters and survivors.
Delivering the key-
note lecture, Dr.
Munazzah Aziz, Ass
tant Professor of Surgi
cal Oncology at ANTH,
spoke in detail about the
causes, symptoms, risk
factors, diagnosis, treat-
r

ment, and prevention of
breast cancer. She high-
lighted that early detec-
tion significantly im-
proves survival rates
and urged women to
conduct rcgular self-ex-

eaking on
the occasion, Yasir Niazi
stressed the importance
of community-driven
awareness efforts, say-
ing that early detection
not only saves lives but
also helps reduce the
heavy burden of treat-
ment on the healthcare
system and government.
He also said that youth
is the hospital's target for
creating healthcare am-
bassadors for disease
prevention, He thanked
the Islamabad Founder
Lions Club for organiz-
ing such a meaningful
event and for inviting
ANTH to be part of this
noble cause. Address-
ing the audience, the
Chief Guest Tahira
Aurangzeb lauded the

initiative, emphasizing
that awareness and edu-
cation are the strongest
shields against breast
cancer. She appreciated
the efforts of the orga-
nizers for reaching out to
young women and
Spreading life-saving in-
formation in an acces:
sible way. In his vote of
thanks, Muhammad
Naveed Malik expressed
his gratitude to Dr.
Akbar Niazi Teaching
Hospital, the Chief
Guest, and all Guests of
Honor for their active
participation and contri
butions toward the suc-
cess of the seminar.
The Lions Club
leadership reaffirmed
their resolve to serve the
community through
health awareness and
preventive initiatives,
underscoring that col-
laboration between pub-
lic and private sectors is
key to winning the fight
against breast cancer.

The event was
graced by Tahira
Aurangzeb, Member
National Assembly, as
Chief Guest, alongside
distinguished Guests of
Honor including Yasir
Akbar Niazi, Group CEO
of GAK HealthCare In-
ternational and ANTH;
Shazia Rizwan, Parlia-
‘mentary Secretary for In-
formation and Culture
Punjab; Dr. Muhammad
Arif Masood, District
Governor Lions Clubs

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime Minister and Forcign M
mecting to review the existing infrastructure of the petroleum sector, including RLNG and alliance area.

ter Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar chaired af

Pakistan ‘agrees’ to resume peace
talks with Afghanistan in Istanbul

ISLAMABAD gotiations will focuson ghan delegations for ist attack on its soil
(INP): Pakistan has Pakistan’s original de- the failure of the talks, originates from Af-
agreed to resume mand asking Afghani- accusing them of re- ghan territory.

stan to take clear,
verifiable and effec-
tive action against ter-
rorists. On Wednes-
day, Federal Minister
for Information and
Broadcasting
Attaullah Tarar had
announced that after
four days of long, in-
tense discussions be-
tween Pakistan and
Afghanistan in
Istanbul, aimed at end-
ing a tense and violent
standoff at border, had
ended in failure.

In a message
posted on social media
platform X, Attaullah
Tarar blamed the Af-

sorting to “deflection
and ruses”.

“The dialogue thus
failed to bring about
any workable solu-
tion,” he wrote.

Mediated by
Qatar and Tiirkiye, the
negotiations followed
an initial round of dia-
logue in Doha, which
produced a temporary
ceasefire on October
19 after a week of
fighting that left doz-
ens dead. Hours later,
Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif warned
Afghanistan’s Taliban
regime of strong re-
taliation if any terror-

Khawaja Asif is-
sued a blunt warning
in a statement posted
on X, saying the Af-
ghan Taliban had
probably misread
Pakistan’s “resolve
and courage” by not
agreeing to address its
security concerns.
“Any terrorist attack
or any suicide bomb-
ing inside Pakistan
shall give you the bit-
ter taste of such mis-
adventures,” Mr Asif
said. “Be rest assured
and test our resolve
and capabilities, if you
wish so, at your own
peril and doom.”

peace talks with Af-
ghanistan in Istanbul
aimed at finding a way
to pursue the Taliban
regime in Kabul to stop
supporting the terror-
ists launching attacks
inside Pakistan.

It reported in
meida that the Paki-
stani delegation which
was about to board a
return flight home will
now stay back in
Istanbul.

By restarting the
dialogue process, the
sources maintained, it
was decided to give
peace another chance.

However, the ne-




