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FIA Gwadar Arrests Nine
Suspects Attempting to Cross

into Iran via Sea Route
NEWS DESK:

The Federal Investiga-
tion Agency (FIA) has
arrested nine suspects
involved in an attempt to
illegally cross into Iran
via sea routes from
Balochistan’s coastal
area of Jiwani, according
to an official statement
issued by the Director-
ate of Public Relations,
FIA Headquarters
Islamabad. The FIA
Composite Circle
Gwadar launched major
operations and success-
fully intercepted the sus-
pects before they could
depart Pakistan’s territo-
rial waters. According to
FIA officials, six of the
arrested individuals be-
long to Mandi
Bahauddin,  two to
Gujranwala, and one to
Sheikhupura.

Preliminary investi-

gations revealed that
the suspects had
planned to enter Iran il-
legally and then proceed
further to other coun-
tries through human
smuggling networks.

Pakistan hopes for positive outcome of next round of talks with Kabul: FO
NEWS DESK: Foreign Office (FO) spokesperson
Tahir Hussain And-ra--bi said on Friday that Paki-
stan hoped for a “positive outcome” of the next
round of talks with the Afghan Taliban set to begin
on November 6.

“Pakistan will continue to remain engaged in
the mediation process and hopes for a positive
outcome for the November 6 talks,” he said during
a weekly FO briefing.

The talks were scheduled as Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan agreed to continue a ceasefire between
the two countries and following a rapid deteriora-
tion of ties and a brief conflict along their shared
border earlier this month.

The agreement capped five days of a second
round of tense negotiations — with the first one
held in Doha on October 18 and 19 — in Istanbul
mediated by Turkiye and Qatar. The round, which
had begun on Saturday, had reached a point of
near-collapse on Wednesday, with Islamabad say-
ing that its long-standing concern over terror at-
tacks emanating from Afghanistan remained a ma-
jor point of contention.

But a breakthrough in the stalemate came after
Turkiye and Qatar salvaged the dialogue process
for the second time in less than a week.

Andrabi recalled during today’s briefing that
the second round of talks between Pakistan and
the Afghan Taliban regime in the presence of me-
diators concluded in Istanbul yesterday evening.

“Pakistan participated in the Istanbul talks,
which started on October 25, in a good spirit and

position that Afghanistan soil should not be used
for terrorism against Pakistan.”

He asserted that Pakistan did not seek further
escalation of hostilities but “expects the Afghan
Taliban regime to honour its commitment to the
international community and address Pakistan’s le-
gitimate security concerns by taking concrete and
verifiable actions against terrorist entities, includ-
ing Fitna-al-Khawarij and Fitna-al-Hindustan”.

Fitna-al-Khawarij is a term designated by the
state for the banned terror outfit Tehreek-i-Taliban
Pakistan, and Fitna-al-Hindustan is a term that the
state uses for Balochistan-based groups to high-
light India’s alleged role in terrorism and
destabilisation across Pakistan.

Andrabi said that Pakistan had been urging
the Afghan Taliban for the past four years to take
“decisive and effective measures” against terror-
ist outfits present on Afghanistan soil.

“We repeatedly shared credible information
about the presence of top leadership of Fitna-al-
Khawarij and Fitna-al-Hindustan on Afghan soil
with the Taliban regime. However, despite repeated
assurances in the past, there has been a surge in
terrorist attacks in Pakistan from Afghanistan.”

He said the “consistent and total disregard”
of Pakistan’s legitimate security concerns by the
Afghan Taliban over the last four years and the
“unprovoked aggression against Pakistan with the
support of Fitna-al-Khawarij on Oct 11 and 12 and
later Oct 14 and 15 led to violent exchanges across
the international border”.

Pakistan hopes for positive
outcome of next round of

talks with Kabul: FO

Balochistan Faces
Heightened Drought Risk in

12 Districts, Warns PMD

A case has been
registered against the
detainees, and a detailed
investigation is under-
way. The FIA spokes-
person emphasized that
a nationwide crackdown

against human traffick-
ing and illegal border
crossings continues,
with all available re-
sources being used to
dismantle such net-
works.

News Desk:
QUETTA: The
Balochistan govern-
ment has temporarily
suspended mobile
internet services in
Quetta for 24 hours
amid rising security
concerns, according to
an official statement
issued by the Home

Department of
Balochistan.  The de-
partment said the mo-
bile data shutdown
was implemented to
maintain law and or-
der in the provincial
capital. The internet
suspension in Quetta
will continue until mid-
night tonight. The tem-

porary internet black-
out has severely af-
fected students, busi-
ness owners, and pro-
fessionals who rely on
online services for
work and education.
Citizens have voiced
frustration over re-
peated internet disrup-
tions in Balochistan,

calling for alternative
arrangements to en-
sure connectivity dur-
ing such situations.

Officials added
that the measure is
part of precautionary
steps taken to ensure
public safety and pre-
vent any untoward in-
cidents.

Staff Reporter:
QUETTA: The Pakistan
Meteorological Depart-
ment (PMD) has issued
an early warning to the
Balochistan govern-
ment, indicating an in-
creased risk of drought
across 12 districts of
the province.

According to the
PMD, these districts
have been placed under
drought monitoring as
dry and semi-arid con-
ditions continue to in-
tensify.  The depart-
ment has advised the
provincial authorities to
take precautionary mea-
sures in areas likely to
be affected.

Balochistan gener-
ally experiences an arid
and semi-arid climate,
with low and variable
rainfall, high tempera-
ture fluctuations, and
prolonged dry periods.
The southern and
southwestern parts of
the province are par-
ticularly dry and less
influenced by summer
monsoon systems, re-
lying mainly on winter
rainfall that ranges an-
nually between 71 and
231 millimeters.

From May to Oc-
tober 2025, rainfall in
these regions was re-
corded at 79% below
normal levels, accom-

panied by a significant
increase in the number
of dry days — a clear
indication of prolonged
drought conditions.
This persistent lack of
precipitation is likely to
trigger drought across
vast areas of the prov-
ince. Based on the
weather patterns and
forecasts for Novem-
ber 2025 to January
2026, below-normal
rainfall and above-nor-
mal temperatures are
expected, which could
further aggravate
drought conditions, es-
pecially in western and
s o u t h w e s t e r n
Balochistan.

Districts placed
under drought monitor-
ing include Chagai,
Gwadar, Kech,
Kharan, Mastung,
Nushki, Pishin,
Panjgur, Qilla Abdullah,
Quetta, and Washuk.

The PMD has
warned that the current
dry conditions could
lead to water shortages
in agricultural zones,
particularly affecting
irrigation for Rabi
crops. Authorities have
been urged to take pro-
active measures to
minimize the potential
impacts on agriculture,
livestock, and liveli-
hoods.

with a positive intention,” he added.
The FO spokesperson said the talks were initially scheduled for two days.
“However, in an effort to reach an amicable agreement with the Taliban regime, the Pakistan side, in

earnest, continued the talks for four days.
“Pakistan positively engaged with the Taliban regime without compromising on its clearly stated

Bugti says the brave officer’s
 sacrifice is a beacon of courage for the

entire Balochistan Police
SOHBAT PUR:
Balochistan Chief Minis-
ter Mir Sarfraz Bugti on
Friday visited Sohbat
Pur district and offered
Fatiha for Police Inspec-
tor Lutf Ali Khoso, who
embraced martyrdom
during a recent terrorist
attack.

During his visit, the
Chief Minister paid glow-
ing tribute to the
martyred officer, describ-
ing him as a symbol of
courage, commitment,
and dedication to duty.

Inspector Lutf Ali
Khoso fought bravely in
the face of danger and
did not abandon his post
despite knowing the ter-
rorists had entered the
area,” Bugti said.

He laid down his life
to protect others — his
sacrifice will always be
remembered with pride,”
he added. Our police
force continues to stand

as a frontline defense
against terrorism, and
the people of
Balochistan salute their
bravery,” the Chief Min-
ister remarked.

It is our responsibil-

ity to take care of the
families of our martyrs
who gave their lives for
peace,” Bugti empha-
sized.  The Chief Minis-
ter also met the family
members of the late in-

spector and assured
them of full government
support, reaffirming his
government’s commit-
ment to honoring the
sacrifices of the
province’s heroes.
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South-West Asia and the War Against
 Narcotics: Where Does Pakistan Stand?

The great disorder

By Dr. B. Sultan:
Lady Macbeth once re-
marked that “a little wa-
ter clears us of this
deed” after the assassi-
nation of the King. Yet,
with time, she remained
haunted, obsessively
rubbing her hands in an
attempt to cleanse the
imagined stains of blood.
The persistence of nar-
cotics production and
trade in South-West Asia
resembles this unending
struggle — a dark reality
that cannot be easily
washed away.

Afghanistan has
long been recognized as
the world’s largest pro-
ducer of opium, with its
roots tracing back to the
early 1900s. Over the de-
cades, the repercussions
of this industry spilled
into neighboring Paki-
stan and Iran. In the late
2000s, Taliban leader
Mullah Omar imposed a
strict ban on poppy cul-
tivation through threats,
forced eradication, and
severe punishments.
However, as revealed by
the UNODC Opium Sur-
vey 2007, the ban prima-
rily targeted cultivation
while the trade contin-
ued. After the fall of the
Taliban, opium again be-
came a major source of
funding for logistics,
weapons, and militia
payments.

In 2022, the Taliban
leadership once again
announced a ban on
poppy cultivation, with
Hibatullah Akhundzada
officially declaring sig-
nificant reductions.
Some Western reports,
supported by satellite
imagery, showcased de-
clining poppy fields in
southern Afghanistan.
However, this raises criti-
cal questions: Can Af-

ghanistan realistically
abandon such a central
economic resource while
facing sanctions? And
what consequences does
this shift have for Paki-
stan?

While certain inter-
national outlets hastily
claim that Pakistan has
become a new hub for
narcotics, such narra-
tives ignore key realities.
The issue is not a simple
matter of “shift ing
sands” but a complex re-
gional security chal-
lenge. The porous border
between Pakistan and
Afghanistan, coupled
with cross-border net-
works of drug traffickers,
means temporary shifts
in cultivation are often
strategic rather than per-
manent. Moreover,
Afghanistan’s pivot to-
wards methamphetamine
production — high-
lighted by satellite evi-
dence of expanded ephe-
dra processing hubs —
reflects adaptive strate-
gies of traffickers rather
than genuine eradication.

In Pakistan, how-
ever, the situation is
markedly different. Since

2001, the country has
largely maintained its
“poppy-free” status, de-
spite sporadic spillovers
from Afghanistan. Fol-
lowing the Taliban’s 2022
ban, some illicit cultiva-
tions did emerge in bor-
der areas, particularly
within Balochistan and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Yet, these were swiftly
addressed through
Pakistan’s Poppy Elimi-
nation Campaign (PEC-
2025). This multi-agency
effort, led by the Anti-
Narcotics Force (ANF)
and provincial adminis-
trations, successfully
destroyed thousands of
acres of illegal poppy
fields. Over 250 FIRs
were registered, dozens
of arrests were made, and
awareness campaigns
were launched across
educational institutions.
Importantly, indepen-
dent surveys after
March 2025 confirmed
the effectiveness of
these eradication drives.

Pakistan’s determi-
nation to combat narcot-
ics often remains under-
reported internationally,
overshadowed by out-

If there is one book that

I would recommend to
my readers in these con-
fusing and tumultuous
times in global affairs —
a rule-based order has
run its course without a
new one in place — it is
Robert  D Kaplan's
Waste Land. Kaplan is a
geopolitical realist who
reads history and litera-
ture to contextualise the
present and suggest
how the future may un-
fold in geopolit ical
terms. He proposes that
the existing interna-
tional environment
closely replicates the
times of the Weimar Re-
public of the intervening
years between the two
Great Wars culminating
in Hitler's rise. He calls it
a consequence of the
times we lived in. He in-
cludes global trends like
the Communist revolu-
tion in Russia in 1917, a
response to the muddled
global climate when the
League of Nations had
all but lost its relevance.
My focus though is on
an environment of impu-
nity that disorder and a
chaotic present has be-
come. When no one con-
trols a bully, he only
tears apart what has
been whole for decades.
In the absence of a rule-
based order, world's in-
surance against such

unpredictability stands
badly exposed. We too
live in such times.

Israel chose to at-
tack Qatar when osten-
sibly peace was being
worked out under a US-
sponsored plan to end
genocide in Gaza.
Netanyahu attempted to
eliminate Hamas' inter-
locutors and political
leadership engaged in
the negotiations. Hamas
was there on US invita-
tion and assurance of
their safety by the
Qataris. If ever there was
a betrayal of trust in in-
ternational commitment
this was the last nail in
its coffin.

The moment is simi-
lar in context to the rise
of Hitler and dissolution
of the Weimar. It leaves
the possibility that the
likes of Netanyahu can
cause the dominoes to
topple just as Hitler did
in 1939. In the absence
of any conflict-resolu-
tion mechanism, or au-
thority, or an arbiter that
all trust, it is about to be
free for all. Towards the
end of WWII, a weapon
of ultimate arbitration
emerged in the form of
America's nuclear
bombs which brought
the last of the axis pow-
ers to its knees. Is the
world about to witness a
repeat of similar propor-
tions?

It must though all
begin with investigating
what the US has in mind
about its own role and
position in the world as
newer realities unfold.
The US is largely driven
by an apprehension of
its preeminence be-
cause of feared disrup-
tions around emerging
economic structures
built on rapid advances
in technology and AI.
China has made rapid
advances in these fields,
and it has unnerved
America. Rather than
fight to retain its singu-
larity and control of the
world system devised in
Bretton Woods, the US
is resorting to its ulti-
mate power of equiva-
lence through use of mili-
tary force — if not di-
rectly, through its prox-
ies in Europe, Middle
East and Asia. More
than the world threaten-
ing the post-WWII or-
der it is American fear of
being dislodged as its
prime arbiter that seems
to lead the dissolution
of that order.

China and the
world at large have
found stability, predict-
ability and prosperity
under the existing global
regime and methods of
arbitration.

America has under-
written this stability
through its leadership.

But when leadership is
unnerved and unsure,
and apprehensive, it
tends to take extreme
measures. That is why
no one is sure if the UN
and its affiliates have
the authority and capac-
ity to arbitrate conflicts.
If the US undermines the
UN or the WTO it under-
mines its own control
and domination of the
international system. Is-
rael, Ukraine and India
continue to be bolstered
by the US to do as told.
Hence, Israel's demonic
role in Gaza, and now this
unprovoked and licen-
tious behaviour against
Qatar, remains un-
checked.

It cannot be
Trump's commercial in-
stincts alone when thou-
sands are being slaugh-
tered in Gaza.

Or is he simply play-
ing second fiddle to
what Netanyahu and Is-
rael may think is a stra-
tegic end? Is Netanyahu
running against time un-
der a threat of continu-
ing whittling of Ameri-
can credibility in the
world and its position as
the preeminent power
when it is seen to be
standing with and be-
hind Israel in its
adventurism?

By Durdana Najam:

Pakistan at UNGA: climate
change must take centre stage
The 80th United Nations General As-

sembly convenes this month under
the theme "Better together: 80 years
and more for peace, development and
human rights". For Pakistan, the ses-
sion offers not just another forum for
speeches, but a crucial stage to de-
mand justice on behalf of climate-vul-
nerable nations.

Each word of the UNGA theme
— peace, development, human rights
— rings hollow when measured
against the reality of climate injustice.
There can be no peace when commu-
nities are repeatedly displaced by
floods, no development when agricul-
ture collapses, and no human rights
when people are stripped of homes
and livelihoods by a crisis they did
not create.

The delegation Pakistan sends to
New York must put climate change at
the heart of its diplomacy. This is not
a matter of prestige but of survival.
With less than one per cent contribu-
tion to global greenhouse gas emis-
sions, Pakistan has become one of the
top ten most climate-vulnerable states
(Germanwatch Global Climate Risk In-
dex, 2021). The injustice is clear: those
who polluted least are paying the
highest price.

Scientists confirm that monsoon
patterns in South Asia are being in-
tensified by climate change (IPCC
AR6, 2021), a trend that raises fears
of many more disasters in the future.

Pakistan's recent ordeal makes this
injustice tangible. Since late June
2025, heavier-than-normal monsoon
rains and cloudburst floods have
claimed over 1,000 lives, inundated
farmland and disrupted livelihoods.
The catastrophe displaced 33 million
people, destroyed 2 million homes,
damaged 4.4 million acres of crops and
inflicted $30 billion in economic
losses. The scars of earlier floods in
2010 and 2011 are still raw, both in in-
frastructure and in memory.

The country's experience with
previous disasters only strengthens
the case. In 2010, unprecedented
floods displaced 20 million people and
caused losses of more than $10 bil-
lion (World Bank, 2010 Post-Disaster
Needs Assessment). The following
year, Sindh was hit again, with nine
million affected. In 2022, the devasta-
tion was catastrophic: a third of the
country under water, 33 million people
affected, 1,700 dead, and $30 billion
in losses (World Bank, 2022 Damage
and Needs Assessment). That single
event pushed nine million more Paki-
stanis below the poverty line.

Pakistan's vulnerability is com-
pounded by geography. Accelerated
melting of over 7,000 glaciers — the
largest concentration outside the
poles — now brings both short-term
floods and long-term water scarcity.
Record-breaking heatwaves, with tem-
peratures soaring above 50°C, have
triggered heatstroke and dehydration
among vulnerable communities while
stunting crops. Agriculture, the back-
bone of Pakistan's economy, is at the
mercy of a climate crisis it did not cre-
ate.

This is the message Pakistan's
delegation must carry to New York:
climate justice is not charity but obli-
gation. In 2021, Pakistan submitted its
revised Nationally Determined Con-
tribution (NDC), pledging an uncon-
ditional 15% reduction in emissions
by 2030 and a conditional 35% cut if
finance and technology were made

available. It committed to raising
renewables to 60% of the energy mix
and electric vehicle adoption to 30%
by 2030. These are ambitious goals
for a struggling economy. Without
global support, they will remain ink
on paper.

On the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), Pakistan adopted them
as national policy in 2016. Yet the
UNDP's Integrated SDG Insights Re-
port 2023 reveals that the country is
on track for only 35 out of 169 targets.
Climate shocks such as the 2022
floods have rolled back years of
progress, while the financing gap is
estimated at 16% of GDP annually. At
COP29 in Baku, Pakistan endorsed the
Declaration on Children, Youth and
Climate Action, acknowledging the
generational stakes. But commitments
without financing are meaningless.

Pakistan's delegation should cite
these facts directly in their speeches
and bilateral meetings during the
UNGA session. They must remind the
world that unless climate justice is
embedded into multilateral action, the
UN risks hollowing out its own theme
of "peace, development and human
rights".

Yet, it would be dishonest to ig-
nore Pakistan's internal failures. A re-
cent report by The Citizenry and Cli-
mate Action Centre shows that Sindh
province received Rs48.8 billion in cli-
mate-related allocations from 2007-
2023/24, but only Rs20.2 billion was
spent. The Sindh Directorate of Cli-
mate Change, allocated Rs40 million,
reported zero expenditure. In other
words, funds were earmarked for cli-
mate-related projects but not a single
rupee was utilised.

The Sindh Environmental Protec-
tion Agency used just 10% of its Rs3.4
billion budget, while the Provincial
Disaster Management Authority
spent only 23% of its Rs20.5 billion
allocation.

The pattern of mismanagement is
depressingly familiar. After the 2005
earthquake, the Earthquake Recon-
struction and Rehabilitation Author-
ity (ERRA), created to oversee recov-
ery, quickly became a byword for in-
efficiency. Billions of rupees in funds
earmarked for rebuilding schools, hos-
pitals and housing either lapsed or
vanished into questionable contracts.
In 2011, the Auditor General of Paki-
stan flagged irregularities of over Rs7
billion in ERRA's accounts, citing
ghost projects and unauthorised pro-
curements.

More recently, the NDMA has
faced similar scrutiny: the Auditor
General's 2023-24 report raised Rs28.62
billion in audit objections, of which
only Rs2.65 billion was recovered. The
report detailed unauthorised expendi-
tures from the National Disaster Man-
agement Fund, overpriced tenders,
and violations of procurement rules.

In short, weakened by institu-
tional fragility and political interfer-
ence, Pakistan's disaster management
bodies have become toothless struc-
tures that add to disasters rather than
reduce them.

Therefore, when Pakistan pleads
for climate justice, it must also dem-
onstrate climate accountability. The
world will not take our demands seri-
ously if we cannot spend even our
own budgets transparently.

Still, the inequity remains stark.
Developed economies can absorb
shocks with resilient infrastructure
and fiscal cushions.

An environmental
awakening

Under a CommonSky",
unlike the cliché associ-
ated with the word 'com-
mon' specifically when it
comes from diasporic in-
telligentsia*, is a pro-
found example of rela-
tional aesthetics or digi-
tal relationality.

In simple words, it
illustrates what defines
art today. Delighted by
your thoughtful and
comprehensive ap-
proach to the project re-
cently showcased at the
South Asia Institute in
Chicago, I was eager to
share it with my students
at FCCU. I admit that be-
ing in a lecture room
with this curious, young
lot from the 'non-art
world' is indeed a fulfill-
ing experience. The ob-
servation below is based
on their naïve (in terms
of lack of experience with
art), yet ample under-
standing of the times
and challenges they
face. I find satisfaction
and hope both in your
project and in how it was
received by these enthu-
siasts.

Climate change has
been a key consideration
for my students over the
past few months: the
scarcity of water for Rabi
crops in December-Janu-
ary, the Indo-Pak war
over water in May, the
violent monsoon in July,
followed by floods in
August and September.
They were also aware of
earthquakes in Russia
and Afghanistan or wild-
fires in California and
Australia.

Environment, ecol-
ogy, greenhouse gases,
droughts, volcanic erup-
tions, shifts in tempera-
tures and weather pat-
terns are some of the
topics discussed in ev-
ery classroom: in Sci-
ences, IR, P&D, Demog-
raphy, Psychology, Law,
Business, or any other.
Let me say that they
have been looking into
the nature of the visible
and the politics of the
invisible aspects of cli-
mate change.

 The visual depic-
tion of the 'invisible' in
your works compelled
them to focus on 'a liv-
ing force' that affects our
environment, stressing
the interconnectedness
and fragili ty of our
world.

By Sadia Pasha
Kamran:

Qatar ... what
next?

So, Bibi Natanyahu and
his right wing, deeply
Zionist, anti-Muslim,
uncontrolled govern-
ment — which have no
respect and regard for
international law, or for
the image hit that its
only benefactor, the US,
gets internationally and
domestically from their
rogue behaviour — did
it again. On September 9,
2025, Israeli missiles hit
a residential compound
used by Hamas political
leaders in the West Bay
Lagoon area of Doha,
where Hamas leaders
were reportedly discuss-
ing a new US-backed
ceasefire proposal. The
strike, after Israel's ear-
lier brazen attacks on
Lebanon, Iraq, Syria and
Iran this year alone,
killed six people: five
members of Hamas and
a Qatari security officer.
Key Hamas leaders, re-
portedly, remained un-
scathed.

Netanyahu con-
firmed the "wholly inde-
pendent Israeli opera-
tion" to avenge the
deadly shooting in
Jerusalem recently and
the October 2023 Hamas
attack. The strike drew
widespread international
condemnation. Qatar,
while condemning the
attack, vowed to pursue
legal avenues for ac-
countability and con-
tinue the mediation ef-
forts. In the joint Arab
League (AL) and OIC
summit in Doha, GCC
pledged to "activate a
joint defence mecha-
nism", and the possibil-
ity of trade limitations
against Israel. UNSC
unanimously con-
demned the strike.

Balochistan’s Climate Fund – A
Lifeline Against Growing Disasters

ties, and deepens pov-
erty.

Stop Deforestation
The Climate Fund, if

implemented transpar-
ently and effectively,
has the potential to be-
come a lifeline for mil-
lions.

 It can provide the
financial base for disas-
ter preparedness, early
warning systems, refor-
estation, water manage-
ment, and community
resil ience projects.
Equally important, it can
build trust between the
government and people
by showing that saved
resources — like the Rs.
14 billion curtailed from
non-developmental ex-
penditures — are being
invested in protecting
lives and livelihoods.
The Battle Cannot Be

Fought Alone
However, climate

change is not a battle
that Balochistan can
fight alone. Partnerships
with international allies,
such as the United King-
dom, are essential in
bringing technical exper-
tise, innovative solu-
tions, and funding sup-
port. Training local insti-
tutions, particularly in
areas like disaster man-

agement and environ-
mental governance,
should be a top priority.

The provincial
government’s commit-
ment to reforms in gov-
ernance, education, and
healthcare is commend-
able, but the climate
emergency must remain
at the center of its devel-
opment agenda. Without
climate resilience, all
other reforms risk being
washed away by the next
flood or crippled by the
next drought.

Balochistan has
shown leadership by
creating this Climate
Fund.

The next step is to
ensure that it does not
become another
underutilized policy ini-
tiative. Effective monitor-
ing, independent over-
sight, and community in-
volvement will be key to
making it a success.

In the face of global
warming, every delay
carries a cost in human
lives and economic sta-
bility. The Chief Minister
must now take all pos-
sible steps to translate
the promise of the Cli-
mate Fund into tangible
protections for the
people of Balochistan.

The plight of the Indus delta

By Shahzad
Chaudhry:

Extractive and waste-

ful water use has created
a severe crisis for the
Indus delta, where the
Indus River flows into
the Arabian Sea. This
natural confluence of
outflowing freshwater
and the sea not only pre-
vents sea water intru-
sion, but it has also cre-
ated an interlinked sys-
tem of swamps, streams
and mangrove forests.
This delta ecosystem
provides a unique habi-
tat to a diverse range of
species, including migra-
tory birds and one of the
world's rarest dolphins,
the blind Indus River
dolphin, all of which are
currently under great
stress.

The delta covers an
area of over 40,000 sq-
km, which makes it the
world's fifth largest delta
system, containing
within it the seventh

largest mangrove forest
system. The Indus delta
is mostly located in the
southern Sindh province
of Pakistan with a small
portion in the Kutch re-
gion of India.

The Indus delta has
been under stress for
quite a while now. The
British constructed vast
canal networks on the
Indus, turning arid or
semi-desert tracts into
irrigation-dominated ag-
ricultural zones to grow
cash crops. However,
these agricultural
schemes did not only
expropriate pastoral
lands and hand them
over to loyal colonists,
including retired soldiers
which had served the
British Raj, but they also
caused major ecological
disruptions. Poor drain-
age led to rising water
tables, waterlogging and
salinisation due to
which many formerly

productive areas be-
came infertile. Following
independence, the Paki-
stan government began
to invest in large dam
projects with support
from entities like the
World Bank. The in-
creasing diversion of
Indus River for irrigating
cash crops has not only
reduced flows down-
stream, but it has also
done persistent damage
to the Indus delta and its
wetlands.

At a t ime when
there is increasing need
for efficient water use,
water conservation and
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
sustainability, the water
regime in Pakistan re-
mains wasteful and ex-
tractive. Besides exces-
sive water extraction,
runoff chemicals and
other pollutants are
other major threats to
the Indus delta.

The US-Pakistan

Centre for Advanced
Studies in Water esti-
mated a few years ago
that the downstream
flow of water into the
delta has decreased by
80 per cent since the
1950s. Besides irrigation
canals,  hydropower
dams, climate related im-
pacts on glacial and
snow melt have also
been identified as major
factors for this de-
creased outflow, which
has, in turn, caused ma-
jor seawater intrusion.
The salinity of the water
in coastal areas has in-
creased by alarming lev-
els making it very diffi-
cult for local farming
communities in the delta
to grow crops.  In-
creased salinity is lead-
ing to higher blood pres-
sure and a resulting
spike in mother.

By Syed
Mohammad Ali:

By Inam Ul
Haque:

Editorial:
Balochistan has taken a
historic and timely step
by establishing its first-
ever Climate Fund, a
move that signals the
province’s recognition of
the existential threat
posed by global warm-
ing and climate change.
In his recent meeting
with British High Com-
missioner Jane Marriott,
Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti rightly un-
derscored the urgency
of mobilizing resources
to safeguard communi-
ties from natural calami-
ties that are growing in
frequency and intensity.

Floods In Bunair
The tragic flash

floods in the Bunair area
of Khyber
Pukhtoonkhwa this
month, which claimed
precious human lives,
are a grim reminder of
Pakistan’s extreme vul-
nerability. The province
sits on a fragile ecologi-
cal and seismic zone —
prone not only to floods
but also to recurring
droughts, earthquakes,
and the looming threat of
desertification. Each di-
saster further strains an
already fragile infrastruc-
ture, displaces communi-

dated or selective por-
trayals. The fact remains:
Pakistan continues to
fight this menace not
only for its own stability
but also for global secu-
rity. What is urgently
needed is greater recog-
nition of these efforts by
the international commu-
nity and enhanced coop-
eration from agencies
such as the UNODC.

As South-West
Asia remains at the heart
of global narcotics trade
routes, Pakistan’s role is
both frontline and deci-
sive. Balochistan, in par-
ticular, holds the poten-
tial to transform from a
vulnerable transit zone
into a hub of opportunity,
stability, and resilience.
Just as Lady Macbeth’s
imagined guilt could not
be washed away with
water, the global commu-
nity cannot absolve itself
of responsibility by ig-
noring Pakistan’s sacri-
fices and achievements
in this ongoing struggle.
The fight against narcot-
ics requires collective
recognition, support,
and action — not selec-
tive narratives.
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Toxic winds from India worsen smog crisis in Pakistan

China-Pakistan joint business
Consortium to develop
regional logistics hub

Nearly 50 dead after Hurricane
Melissa thrashes Caribbean

LAHORE (INP): Pol-
luted winds blowing
from the Indian regions
of Haryana, Ludhiana,
Patiala, and Jalandhar
have entered

Pakistan, signifi-
cantly affecting the air
quality in Lahore,
Faisalabad, Kasur, and
Gujranwala.

According to the
Environmental Protec-
tion Department, the ac-
cumulation of smog and
fine particulate matter in
the atmosphere has in-
tensified pollution lev-
els.

Slow wind speeds
ranging from one to six
miles per hour are trap-

ping polluted particles
close to the ground,
while temperature inver-
sion is causing these
pollutants to remain sus-
pended in the air.

Air quality in
Lahore has reached un-
healthy levels, with the
pollution peaking during
early morning, late

evening, and nighttime
hours.

Officials predict
Lahore’s Air Quality In-
dex (AQI) to remain be-
tween 330 and 370 today,
indicating hazardous
conditions.

Although a slight
improvement is expected
during the afternoon

hours between 1 pm and
5 pm, the overall air qual-
ity is likely to remain
poor.

The Smog Moni-
toring and Forecasting
System alarmed that the
current wind pattern in
Punjab is moving from
east to west, carrying
polluted air from across

the border.
Environmental au-

thorities have advised
the public, particularly
children, the elderly, and
those with respiratory
conditions, to avoid un-
necessary outdoor ac-
tivities.

Under the directives
of Punjab Chief Minister

Maryam Nawaz, anti-
smog enforcement ef-
forts have been inten-
sified.

Authorities have
issued over 10,000 no-
tices under the zero-tol-
erance policy against
stubble burning, while
more than 190 factories
and brick kilns have

been inspected, resulting
in dozens of closures and
heavy fines.

Over 1,200 monitor-
ing teams are actively
ensuring strict compli-
ance with dust control
Standard Operating Pro-
cedures (SOPs) at con-
struction sites across the
province.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Leading logistics and
business companies
from Pakistan held an
important meeting with
Chinese business del-
egation from the All-
China Federation of In-
dustry and Commerce
(ACFIC).  The delega-
tion was currently visit-
ing Pakistan to explore
strategic trade and in-
vestment opportuni-
ties. During the meeting,
both sides agreed to
establish a China–Paki-
stan Joint Business
Consortium to develop
a Regional Logistics
Hub, aimed at strength-
ening regional connec-
tivity and enhancing
trade logistics frame-
works.  It was mutually
decided that Pakistan

will take the lead in de-
veloping and managing
this logistics framework,
reflecting the country’s
emerging strategic role in
regional trade and trans-
portation. At the conclu-
sion of the meeting, a mu-
tual framework Memo-
randum of Understand-
ing (MoU) was signed.
Under this MoU, it was
decided that Pakistan will
play a pioneering role in
implementing the frame-
work. Following the sign-
ing ceremony, both
agreed to establish a B2B
Working Group compris-
ing key stakeholders
from Pakistan and China
to execute joint logistics
projects and facilitate
business partnerships
under this initiative.

This landmark initia-

tive is expected to sig-
nificantly boost trade
connectivity, streamline
logistics operations,
and create new eco-
nomic opportunities for
both Pakistan and
China, further strength-
ening bilateral eco-
nomic ties and support-
ing regional commercial
integration. The meet-
ing was attended by
representatives from
leading Chinese and Pa-
kistani enterprises, in-
cluding Precise Devel-
opment (HK) Limited,
the All-China Federa-
tion of Industry and
Commerce (ACFIC),
Yunchuan Cross-Bor-
der Company, Aviation
Industry Association,
Sanlian International
Corporation, Super Era

International Company,
Xinfeng Iron Transport
Company, Shenzhen
A&E Container Trans-
portation Co. Ltd., Paki-
stan Intermodal Limited
(PIL), and Habib Rafiq
(Pvt.) Limited (HRL).

These companies
will jointly collaborate
with ACFIC and Precise
Development (HK) Lim-
ited to bring Chinese lo-
gistics players into
Pakistan’s logistics eco-
system.  This coordi-
nated effort aligns with
the strategic vision of
the Ministry of Maritime
Affairs, under the leader-
ship of the Federal Min-
ister for Maritime Affairs,
who is spearheading this
initiative to elevate Paki-
stan as a regional logis-
tics hub.

Peace cannot be achieved
until Taliban regime in Kabul

ends: Khawaja Asif

BERMUDA, Oct 31
(INP): The death toll
from Hurricane Melissa
rose Thursday to nearly
50 people, officials said,
after the ferocious
storm devastated Carib-
bean islands and was
bearing down on Ber-
muda.

Flooding was ex-
pected to subside in the
Bahamas although high
water could persist in
Cuba, Jamaica, Haiti and
neighboring Dominican
Republic, the US Na-
tional Hurricane Center
(NHC) said.

The storm, one of
the most powerful ever
recorded, was made
four times more likely
because of human-
caused climate change,
according to a study by
Imperial College Lon-

don.
Tropical storm con-

ditions were occurring
on Bermuda late Thurs-
day and the island was
under a hurricane warn-
ing, with maximum sus-
tained winds of 100 miles
(155 kilometers) per hour,
the NHC said.

The government
urged residents to take
precautionary measures
against the still-powerful
storm. Melissa smashed
into both Jamaica and
Cuba with enormous
force, and residents were
assessing their losses
and the long road to re-
covery. "The confirmed
death toll from Hurricane
Melissa is now at 19,"
including nine in
Westmoreland and eight
in St. Elizabeth, both par-
ishes in the Caribbean

island's hard-hit west,
Information Minister
Dana Morris Dixon told
local news outlets in-
cluding the Jamaica
Gleaner.

Communications
and transportation ac-
cess remains largely
down in Jamaica and
Cuba, and comprehen-
sive assessment of the
damage could take days.

In impoverished
Haiti, the country's civil
defense agency said
Thursday that the death
toll had risen to 30, with
20 people injured and
another 20 missing.

It said more than
1,000 homes have been
flooded, with some
16,000 people in
shelters.In the east of
the communist island of
Cuba, battling its worst

economic crisis in de-
cades, people struggled
through inundated
streets lined with flooded
and collapsed homes.
The storm smashed win-
dows, downed power
cables and mobile com-
munications, and tore off
roofs and tree branches.

Melissa "killed us,
because it left us de-
stroyed," Felicia Correa,
who lives in the La
Trampa community near
El Cobre, told. "We were
already going through
tremendous hardship.
Now, of course, we are
much worse off."

Cuban authorities
said about 735,000 people
had been evacuated --
mainly in the provinces
of Santiago de Cuba,
Holguin and
Guantanamo.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif has
warned that peace be-
tween Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan cannot be
achieved until the
Taliban regime in
Kabul ends its support
for the proscribed
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pa-
kistan (TTP) and
stops cross-border in-
filtration. Speaking to
the media on Friday,
Asif said infiltration
from Afghan soil con-
tinues “in some form,”
and Pakistan reserves
the right to respond
wherever necessary.
“Peaceful relations
with our neighbour are
only possible if all sup-
port for the TTP is

completely ended,” he
said. The minister added
that several within the
Afghan administration
are backing terrorist
groups operating
against Pakistan.

He stressed that
Kabul must guarantee
peace and prevent its
territory from being
used for terrorist activi-
ties, adding that Paki-
stan will not tolerate any
group – whether the
TTP or Balochistan Lib-
eration Army (BLA) –
engaging in violence
against the state.

Asif confirmed that
an interim ceasefire
agreement between Pa-
kistan and Afghanistan
was reached on Thurs-
day night under the me-

diation of Turkiye and
Qatar. The next round
of talks will take place
in Istanbul on 6th No-
vember, where both
sides will finalise the
modalities of the truce.

According to a
joint statement re-
leased by Turkiye’s
foreign ministry, the
meetings were held in
Istanbul from 25th to
30th October, follow-
ing earlier discussions
in Doha on 18-19 Oc-
tober. Both countries
agreed to establish a
monitoring and verifi-
cation mechanism to
ensure compliance
and impose penalties
for violations.

Foreign Office
spokesperson Tahir

Andrabi said Islamabad
does not wish to esca-
late tensions with Af-
ghanistan but expects
the Taliban regime to
prevent the use of its
territory against Paki-
stan.

 “Pakistan made it
clear that Afghanistan
must prevent such ac-
tivities,” Andrabi said,
noting that evidence has
repeatedly been shared
regarding the operations
of “Fitna al-Khawarij”
and “Fitna al-Hindustan”
within Afghan borders.

He added that Paki-
stan will defend its sov-
ereignty “under all cir-
cumstances” and has
responded strongly to
recent aggression along
the border.

Chinese company to
 export donkey meat to China

next month
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Gwadar North Free Zone
Chinese Company “Han
Geng” is all set to export
donkey meat to China
next month as all inspec-
tions criteria, certifica-
tions and regulations
have been completed
successfully.

Han Geng Official
told Gwadar pro that
first shipment will be
forwarded from com-
pany infrastructure in-
cluding recently estab-
lished slaughterhouse
in Gwadar North Free
Zone to China in No-
vember.

He said that around
50 containers carrying
donkey meat will sail
from Pakistan to China
on monthly basis. Devel-
opment came after for-
mal lifting of ban on the
export of donkey hides
to China by government
of Pakistan.

General Adminis-
tration of Customs,
China conducted online
inspection of Hen Geng
to seal approval of pro-
cesses and procedures
under prescribed laws.

Pakistan’s first
China-led top-notch
construction of modern

slaughterhouse for don-
key meat and hide has
been completed at a cost
of 50 million dollars.

Groundbreaking
took place on 4th May
2024 by Federal Minister
for Maritime Affairs
Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh
during unveiling of the
Agriculture Industrial
Park in Gwadar Free
Zone.

Ministry for Mari-
time Affairs official said
that donkeys being
reared at many farm
houses in various parts
of Punjab will be slaugh-
tered at  state of art
Gwadar North Free Zone
slaughterhouse.

“Their meat and
skin will be further pro-
cessed keeping in view
international standards
and later be exported to
China,” he added

On query, he said
that Gwadar North Free
Zone Donkey slaughter-
house will lay down the
foundation of advance
slaughter technology in
Pakistan to help secure
the disease-free donkey
meat with high quality
preservation through the
cold chain.

Meanwhile, certifi-

cation of Pakistan Ani-
mal Quarantine (Import
and Export of Animals
and Animal Products)
has also been received
by Chinese company
Hengeng trading enter-
prise, pharmaceutical
company of China to run
Pakistan’s first donkey
slaughter house in
Gwadar North Free
Zone.

The purpose of this
certification is to regu-
late the import, export
and quarantine of ani-
mals and animal prod-
ucts in order to prevent
the introduction or
spread of diseases.

As per certification,
animals or animal prod-
ucts prior to import or
export are obligated to
be detained in quaran-
tine under the control of
the Quarantine Officer
of government of Paki-
stan.

In China, there is a
significant market de-
mand for donkey meat
and hides, particularly
as donkey hides serve
as a crucial raw material
for Ejiao, a traditional
Chinese medicinal prod-
uct.

However, China’s

domestic donkey farming
industry remains small,
and current stock levels
are insufficient to meet
market demands.

As all-weather stra-
tegic partners, China and
Pakistan have a strong
foundation for coopera-
tion. Pakistan,  the
world’s third-largest
donkey-owning country,
has a population of ap-
proximately 5.8 million
donkeys.

Through this part-
nership, China aims to
leverage its expertise in
the Ejiao industry to as-
sist Pakistan in formulat-
ing a development plan
for the donkey industry.

This includes estab-
lishing a breeding dem-
onstration base, training
livestock professionals,
setting up a scientific re-
search laboratory for
technological innova-
tion, advancing donkey
product processing
projects, and promoting
the export of related prod-
ucts.

The initiative is ex-
pected to transform
Pakistan’s donkey indus-
try into a driving force for
local economic and social
development.

Mandviwalla calls for stronger
legal framework for

 high quality work under CPEC
BEIJING (INP):
Senator Saleem
Mandviwalla empha-
sized the urgent need
for a robust legal and
institutional frame-
work to ensure the
high-quality develop-
ment of the Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI)
during his keynote
address at the China
(Kashgar)–Central
and South Asia Rule
of Law Forum, ac-
cording to China Eco-
nomic Net.

Addressing an
audience of officials,
legal experts, and dip-
lomats, Senator
Mandviwalla outlined
a three-pillar strategy
inspired by Pakistan’s
experience, under-
scoring the rule of law
as the cornerstone of
sustainable invest-
ment and shared pros-
perity.

“BRI is our
shared journey to-
ward connectivity
and collective pros-
perity,” the senator
stated. “To ensure this
journey’s success, we
must establish a legal
environment built on
trust, transparency,
and mutual respect.”

S e n a t o r
Mandviwalla elabo-
rated on his vision for
strengthening BRI’s
legal foundations, as-

serting that investor
confidence depends on
an environment where
contracts are enforce-
able, intellectual prop-
erty is protected, and
profit repatriation is
guaranteed.

“Investors have
confidence only when
these fundamentals are
ensured,” he said.

The senator ac-
knowledged that com-
mercial disputes are
inevitable but stressed
that it is the uncertainty
they create that truly
hinders investment.

To address this, he
proposed the establish-
ment of international
commercial courts and
arbitration centers as
vital mechanisms to
build trust among glo-
bal business partners.

Mandviwalla em-
phasized that a suc-
cessful legal frame-
work also requires a
strong pool of qualified
professionals.

He called for
greater investment in
joint legal education,
specialized training,
and exchange pro-
grams to cultivate a
new generation of law-
yers proficient in inter-
national commercial
law.

The forum, con-
tinuing through Octo-
ber 31, has brought to-

gether delegates from
across the region to
discuss enhancing le-
gal cooperation and

aligning regulatory
frameworks to ad-
vance the connectivity
goals of BRI.

QUETTA: Members of National Party Hazara Town  Alamdar Unit hold protest  against shortage of
water supply at WASA office.

QUETTA: Group photo of Governor Balochistan Jafar Khan Mandokhail with mem-
bers of the 9th Senate session of the University of Turbat.
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PA speaker proposes constitutional
amendment to

federal govt to empower local bodies

Bugti chairs secretaries
committee meeting, reviews

performance of 38 departments

DG ISPR vows strong response to any foreign aggression
RAWALPINDI  (INP):
DG ISPR Lieutenant
General Ahmed Sharif
Ch has categorically
stated that any foreign
aggression will be met
with a strong and severe
response.

During his interac-
tion with teachers and

APHC slams ‘draconian’
Indian laws, Says Kashmir’s
reality can not be suppressed

27 new dengue cases reported in
Information and

communication technology (ICT)

students of different
educational institutions
in Abbottabad, he reaf-
firmed Pakistan Army's
determination to defend
the homeland.

The DG ISPR said
that Pakistan has taken
effective measures
against terrorism and

Fitnah al  Khawarij .
Teachers and students
paid tribute to the mar-
tyrs and ghazis.

Meanwhile, Vice
Chancellor of Hazara
University on the occa-
sion stated Pakistan
Army has always been
on the front lines and

that we
stand with them.

The students said they
are proud to be citizens
of a country where insti-
tutions like the armed
forces encourage and
guide the youth.

The army spokes-
person clarified that Pa-

kistan has taken effec-
tive measures against
terrorism and the fitna of
the Khawarij.

Teachers and stu-
dents paid rich tribute to
the martyrs and veter-
ans of the armed forces.

Vice-Chancellor of
Hazara University, Dr.

Ikramullah Khan, said
that the Pakistan Army
was the true symbol of
love for the homeland it
always stood on the
frontlines, and the na-
tion stood shoulder to
shoulder with it.

The teachers stated
that hostile elements

were increasingly active
in trying to mislead the
minds of our children, so
it was

“essential to pro-
vide them with accurate
and verified informa-
tion.”

The students said
they were proud to be

the citizens of a country
where the Pakistan
Army provides guidance
and encouragement to
the youth.

“Today we learned
the truth about the false
propaganda being
spread against the armed
forces on social media.”

I S L A M A B A D
(INP):  The district
administration has in-
tensified its ongoing
anti-dengue campaign
across Islamabad, car-
rying out extensive
field operations to con-
trol the spread of the
virus.

According to the
latest report, field
teams inspected
42,734 sites and con-
ducted fogging at
1,559 high-risk loca-
tions during the past
24 hours. The report
stated that 27 new
dengue cases were
confirmed in the Fed-
eral capital during the
same period 18 from
rural areas and 9 from
urban sectors. Cur-
rently, 68 patients are
under treatment at
various hospitals in the

city.
During inspec-

tions, larvae were
found at 274 sites,
while nine sites tested
negative, indicating the
presence of breeding
hotspots that required
immediate action. The
administration said
door-to-door inspec-
tions and larvae re-
moval operations are
being carried out daily
in all union councils as
part of the campaign.

The district ad-
ministration empha-
sized that all anti-den-
gue teams have been
instructed to respond
immediately to any re-
port of larvae breed-
ing. Teams are also
conducting regular sur-
veillance in residential,
commercial, and open
areas, including under-

construction buildings
and stagnant water
sites.

Officials said pub-
lic cooperation is es-
sential to ensure the
city’s protection from
dengue. Residents
have been urged to
keep their homes and
surroundings clean
and avoid water accu-
mulation in open con-
tainers, pots, or roof-
tops.

The administration
highlighted that stand-
ing water is the main
breeding source of
dengue mosquitoes
and needs continuous
monitoring. To further
strengthen prevention
efforts, the administra-
tion has deployed spe-
cial squads for fogging
and spraying opera-
tions in dengue-prone

LAHORE (INP): Punjab
Assembly Speaker
Malik Ahmad Khan has
proposed that the Fed-
eral government intro-
duce a constitutional
amendment to ensure
the empowerment and
protection of local gov-
ernments, suggesting
that if the 27th Amend-
ment is required,  i t
should be enacted with-
out delay.

Speaking to the me-
dia, Malik Ahmad Khan
said that constitutional
powers must reach the
grassroots level, and
that every government
regardless of political af-
filiation should safe-
guard the local govern-
ment system.

“If we have to bring
the 27th Amendment to
protect local bodies,
then it must be done,” he
asserted. He said that a
unanimous resolution
on the issue had already
been passed in the
Punjab Assembly and

expressed hope that Par-
liament would give it due
importance.

 “Local governance
is a separate track and
it’s time we discussed it
openly,” he said,

adding that while
the 18th Amendment re-
solved many administra-
tive issues, ambiguity
still exists regarding the
constitutional status of
local governments.

Malik Ahmad Khan
emphasized that Article
140-A of the Constitu-
tion remains incomplete
and called for clear leg-
islation to define the es-
tablishment and tenure
of local governments.

The Speaker also
highlighted the inclu-
sive role of members in
the Punjab Assembly,
noting that 80 legislators
— including 35 from the
opposition — are part of
the Local Government
Caucus.  He praised
Ahmed Iqbal Chaudhry,
Rana Muhammad

Arshad, and Ali Haider
Gillani for their construc-
tive role in building con-
sensus.

He said the caucus
is playing a proactive
role in strengthening lo-
cal governance and that
all political parties have
supported the resolu-
tion in a democratic
spirit. Reflecting on his-
tory, he pointed out that
despite decades of de-
bate, the local govern-
ment system in Pakistan
has yet to achieve sta-
bility. “Every new gov-
ernment dissolves local
bodies as soon as it
takes power, and it takes
three years just to frame
a new law,” he remarked.

Referring to the
Punjab Local Govern-
ment Ordinance (PLGO),
Malik Ahmad Khan
called it “a revolutionary
law” that unfortunately
became a victim of po-
litical rivalry because it
was introduced under a
military regime.

He stressed that
empowering local gov-
ernments through fiscal
decentralization and di-
rect public participation
is vital for solving com-
munity-level problems.
“If citizens pay taxes,
that money should be
spent on local issues
such as sanitation, drain-
age, and graveyards,” he
said.

“Without function-
ing local governments,
who will  address
people’s problems? This
is why public trust in the
state is weakening.”

The unanimously
passed Punjab Assem-
bly resolution urges the
federal Parliament to
amend the Constitution
to grant full protection to
local governments. “Just
as the National Finance
Commission (NFC)
Award is constitution-
ally protected, the same
guarantee should be ex-
tended to local govern-
ments,” he stated.

localities. These in-
clude rural zones, slum
settlements, and areas
with ongoing construc-
tion activities. Health
teams are also con-
ducting awareness
drives, educating citi-
zens on identifying
mosquito breeding
spots and preventive
steps to protect their
families.

The report reaf-
firmed that all anti-
dengue measures will
continue without inter-
ruption until the situa-
tion is completely un-
der control. The ad-
ministration said it is
working closely with
health departments,
hospitals, and local
bodies to track new
cases and ensure
prompt medical re-
sponse.

Lahore Crime Control De
partment (CCD) inspector  arrested

for kidnapping youth for ransom

QUETTA (INP):
Balochistan Chief
Minister, Mir Sarfraz
Bugti on Thursday
presided over a high-
level meeting of the
Secretaries Commit-
tee in Quetta, where
quarterly performance
reports of 38 provin-
cial departments were
presented and re-
viewed.

Chief Secretary
Balochistan Shakeel
Qadir Khan delivered
a comprehensive
briefing, noting that
departmental perfor-
mance was assessed
against 644 indicators.

According to the
briefing, the Livestock
Department topped
the ranking in terms of

performance.
The Finance De-

partment secured the
second position, while
the Urban Planning
and Development De-
partment came in third.
The Law Department
ranked fourth, and the
Agriculture Depart-
ment was fifth.

Among the de-
partments with
weaker performance,
the Local Government
Department was
ranked first (lowest),
the Women Develop-
ment Department sec-
ond, and the Inter-Pro-
vincial Coordination
Department third.
Labour and Man-
power was fourth, and
CMIT (Chief

Minister's Inspection
Team) was fifth.

Chief Minister
Bugti commended the
heads of high-per-
forming departments
and issued directives
to underperforming
departments to im-
prove their efficiency
and service delivery.
He emphasized that
good governance is
key to resolving pub-
lic issues.

He said diligence,
honesty, and consis-
tency are essential to
overcoming provincial
challenges and trans-
parency must be en-
sured in all administra-
tive and decision-mak-
ing processes.

“The province’s

issues will not be re-
solved by outsiders;
we ourselves must
take responsibility,” he
added. The Chief Min-
ister also stressed the
need to accelerate de-
velopment projects to
deliver timely relief to
citizens and build pub-
lic trust.

“The development
of Balochistan is only
possible through good
governance and ef-
fective policy imple-
mentation,” he con-
cluded.

The meeting
prayed for the eternal
peace of SHO Latif
Ali Khoso, martyred in
a recent counter-ter-
rorism operation in
Bhag Nari.

LAHORE (INP);  A
shocking incident has
surfaced in Lahore,
where a Crime Control
Department inspector
and his associates were
arrested for allegedly
kidnapping a young man
for ransom.The sus-
pects, including Inspec-
tor Javed Iqbal, were
caught red-handed dur-
ing

a police raid while
collecting ransom
money.

According to offi-
cials, Kahna police con-
ducted the raid near LOS
and arrested three
suspecyts,  Inspector
Javed Iqbal, Constable

Tauseef,  and a
rented car driver, recov-
ering weapons and ran-
som money from their

possession.
Footage of the op-

eration has gone viral,
showing the suspects
being taken into cus-
tody along with the cash.
Another video shows
the

police van used in
the kidnapping — con-
firming that the suspects
had used official ve-
hicles and uniforms to
carry out the crime.

Authorities said the
case was registered on
the CCD’s complaint,
though it did not men-
tion the Operations
Wing that actually ar-
rested

the accused.
The investigation

revealed that on October
27, the suspects kid-
napped a youth named

Waleed from his home in
Kahna, posing as offi-
cials on an official raid.
The victim, reportedly
involved in Bitcoin trad-
ing, was handcuffed, and
his laptop and three mo-
bile phones were seized
during the abduction.
The kidnappers then de-
manded a ransom of
Rs50 mill ion from
Waleed’s family. They
even took away the
CCTV camera card from
the house to erase evi-
dence of the crime.

According to the
Kidnapping for Ransom
Cell’s investigation, the
abduction was planned
and executed in the style
of an official CCD opera-
tion. The suspects were
arrested while attempt-
ing to collect the ransom

amount.
Weapons were

seized from Inspector
Javed Iqbal and Con-
stable Tauseef, while
further interrogation and
recoveries are under-
way.

Authorit ies said
more revelations are ex-
pected as the investiga-
tion progresses.

A case has been
registered against the
arrested CCD officer and
his associates. Officials
said strict departmental
action will follow once
the inquiry is complete.
The involvement of
serving officers has
raised serious concerns
about misuse of police
authority and internal
accountability mecha-
nisms.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The All Parties Hurriyat
Conference (APHC) as-
serted that the reality of
Jammu and Kashmir’s
disputed status cannot
be altered by New Delhi
through coercive mea-
sures, harassment, or re-
pressive legislation en-
forced in Indian Illegally
Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir (IIOJK).

According to Kash-
mir Media Service,
APHC spokesman Ad-
vocate Abdul Rashid
Minhas, in a statement
issued in Srinagar, said
the Kashmir dispute
must be resolved
through the implementa-
tion of relevant United
Nations resolutions.

Expressing serious
concern over India’s he-
gemonic and colonial
policies, he warned that
the unresolved Kashmir
issue carries the poten-
tial to ignite a nuclear

conflict in South Asia.
The APHC voiced

deep concern over the
deteriorating health con-
ditions of thousands of
political prisoners, in-
cluding APHC Chairman
Masarrat Aalam Butt,
Shabbir Ahmad Shah,
Muhammad Yasin Malik,
Aasiya Andrabi,
Naheeda Nasreen,
Fehmeeda Sufi, Nayeem
Ahmad Khan, Ayaz
Akbar,

 Pir Saifullah,
Merajuddin Kalwal,
Shahid-ul-Islam, Farooq
Ahmed Dar, Syed Shahid
Yousuf, Advocate Mian
Abdul Qayoom,
Mushtaqul Islam, Bilal
Sidiqi, Molvi Bashir
Irfani, Dr Hameed Fayaz,
Abdul Ahmad Parra,
Advocate Zahid Ali, Dr
Muhammad Qasim
Fakhtoo, Dr Muhammad
Shafi Shariati, Zaffar
Akbar Butt, Ghulam
Qadir Butt, Rafiq Ahmad

Ganai, Umar Adil Dar,
Saleem Nanaji ,
Muhammad Yasin Butt,
Fayaz Hussain Jaferi,
Firdous Ahmed Shah,
Assadullah Parray, hu-
man rights defender
Khurram Parvez, journal-
ist Irfan Majeed, and
others lodged in differ-
ent Indian jails including
Tihar, Uttar Pradesh,
Haryana, and various
prisons in IIOJK.

The eyesight of
Mushtaqul islam wors-
ened to the extent that
he cannot see anything
even at an arm distance.
What is more agonizing
is that the detainees are
not provided with any
medical facility.

He said these pris-
oners are facing illegal
detention under the
black laws Unlawful Ac-
tivities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA) and Public
Safety Act (PSA)and
many of them are in

alarming health condi-
tions, deprived of proper
medical care and justice.

The APHC spokes-
man cautioned the inter-
national community, par-
ticularly the United Na-
tions, that ignoring the
volati le si tuation in
IIOJK could prove as
catastrophic as the cri-
sis unfolding in the
middle East due to the
unresolved Palestine is-
sue.

He stressed that a
just and peaceful settle-
ment of the Kashmir dis-
pute is essential for last-
ing peace and stability
in the territory.

Reaffirming the
steadfast resolve of the
Kashmiri people, the
APHC said their morale
remains high despite
India’s brutal tactics and
military oppression
aimed at suppressing
their legitimate struggle
for freedom.

CHITRAL: Prime Minister Muhammad Sharif addresses at performs groundbreaking
ceremony of Daanish School, Chitral.

ISLAMABAD Iranian Ambassador Reza Amiri Moghadam called on Federal Minister for
Communications Abdul Aleem Khan.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Board of Investment, Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh, hosted a high-level meeting with a joint delegation of
ASEAN Ambassadors and High Commissioners at the Board of Investment office.


