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Sudan War: 150,000 Dead, 12
Million Displaced World’s

Largest Humanitarian Crisis

Balochistan Government Decides to Reclaim
Chilton Ghee Mill

After 33 Years of Illegal Occupation
Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: The
Balochistan govern-
ment has decided to
seal and reclaim the
Chilton Ghee Mill af-
ter more than three de-
cades of illegal occu-
pation by a private
company. The decision
was taken during a
high-level meeting
chaired by Chief Min-
ister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti.

During the brief-
ing, the Secretary of
Industries informed
the meeting that the
lease agreement with
the private company
was cancelled in 1992
due to repeated viola-
tions of the contract.
Despite the lease ter-
mination, the company
continued to occupy

Sudan War: 150,000 Dead, 12 Million Displaced World’s
Largest Humanitarian Crisis

2,000+ Acres of
Cannabis Crop

Destroyed in Gulistan
Conditions set by Afghanistan hold no significance, elimination

of terrorism matters to Pakistan: DG ISPR

the government prop-
erty unlawfully.

It was further re-
vealed that the private
firm’s petitions were

Syed Muhammad
Qaseem:

KHARTOUM –
More than 150,000
people have been
killed and around 12
million displaced as
the devastating Sudan
civil war continues to
plunge the country into
chaos.
 The United Nations
has described the situ-
ation as the world’s
largest humanitarian
crisis, calling for ur-
gent global interven-
tion.

violent power struggle
erupted between
Sudan’s Armed
Forces (SAF) and the
powerful Rapid Sup-
port Forces (RSF).

The fighting
stemmed from dis-
agreements over the
integration of the RSF
into the national army
— a key part of
Sudan’s transition to
civilian rule.

The conflict pits
General Abdul Fateh
Al-Burhan, Sudan’s
Army Chief, against
his former deputy
Mohamed Hamdan
Dagalo (Hemeti), the
RSF commander.
Both leaders blame
each other for starting

placement.
 The UN Refu-

gee Agency
(UNHCR) and World
Food Programme
(WFP) report severe
shortages of food,

water, and medi-
cine, leaving millions in
dire need of assis-
tance.

Entire communi-
ties have been wiped
out or displaced, hos-
pitals destroyed, and
infrastructure para-
lyzed,  making it one
of the worst humani-
tarian disasters in de-
cades.

The United Na-
tions,

African Union,
and international hu-

Background
of the Sudan

Conflict
The war began on

April 14, 2023, after a

Calls for
 International

Ceasefire
Mediation

the war and have so
far refused to negoti-
ate a peace settle-
ment.

Massive
Humanitarian

Disaster Unfolding

Since the outbreak
of the war,

Khartoum and
Darfur have wit-

nessed relentless bom-
bardment, widespread
looting,

and massive dis-

manitarian organiza-
tions are calling for an
immediate ceasefire
and unhindered hu-
manitarian access to
conflict zones.

Analysts warn
that without urgent
diplomatic action,
Sudan could face to-
tal economic and so-
cial collapse.

Global powers are
being urged to inten-
sify peace efforts to
prevent further loss of
life and stabilize the
war-torn nation.

NEWS DESK: Director-
General Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR)
Lieutenant General
Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry
said on Monday that the
conditions set by Af-
ghanistan hold no sig-
nificance and only the
elimination of terrorism
matters to Pakistan.

On October 19, Pa-
kistan and Afghanistan
had agreed to an imme-
diate ceasefire following
high-level negotiations
in Doha, where both
countries pledged to re-
spect each other’s sov-
ereignty; they were ex-
pected to meet again on
October 25 to discuss
matters further. The sec-
ond round of talks on
October 25 kicked off in
Istanbul, with Islamabad
eyeing a “concrete”
mechanism to monitor
Afghan Taliban actions
aimed at preventing
cross-border terrorist at-
tacks.

The mili tary’s
spokesperson delivered
a closed-door briefing to
senior journalists be-
longing to select media
outlets. “The conditions
set by Afghanistan hold
no significance,” Lt Gen
Chaudhry told the jour-
nalists. “The important
thing is the eradication
of terrorism.”

He added that the
guarantors of Pakistani
security are the armed
forces, not Afghanistan
and that Islamabad has
“never celebrated” the

from the Afghan Taliban
of airstrikes by Pakistan
into Afghanistan — an
accusation which
Islamabad has neither
confirmed nor denied.

For its part ,
Islamabad has long de-
manded that the Taliban
stop terror groups from
using its soil against Pa-
kistan. The Taliban,
however, deny the alle-
gation of allowing terror-
ists to operate from Af-
ghan soil.

Meanwhile, Paki-
stan continues to
grapple with the issue of
terrorism and has suf-
fered multiple casualties
among security forces in
intelligence-based op-
erations.

After the initial skir-
mish on October 11, mul-
tiple others took place
along the Pakistan-Af-
ghanistan border. Mean-
while,  strikes by
Islamabad also targeted
Gul Bahadur group
camps in Afghanistan.

Eventually, the two
sides came together for
dialogue in Doha, which
resulted in a temporary
ceasefire, as well as a
commitment to recon-
vene in Istanbul to work
on mechanisms for last-
ing peace and stability
between the two coun-
tries. Türkiye and Qatar
have deep ties with Pa-
kistan, while Qatar also
played a major role in the
negotiations between
the Afghan Taliban and
Nato forces.

rejected by both the
Supreme Court and
the High Court, yet the
mill remained under il-
legal possession. The

Balochistan.
 Expressing strong

displeasure over ad-
ministrative delays,
Chief Minister Bugti
directed the concerned
departments to take
immediate and deci-
sive action against
those responsible for
negligence.

He emphasized
that state assets be-
long to the people of
Balochistan and must
be utilized for public
welfare and industrial
development.

The Chief Minis-
ter also instructed au-
thorities to ensure
transparent legal pro-
ceedings against the
former lessees and to
prevent similar cases
of misuse of public
property in the future.

briefing also high-
lighted that the com-
pany owes more than
Rs. 230 million to the
Government of

arrival of the Taliban.
The military spokesper-
son further said that op-
erations are underway
against banned groups,
including the Tehreek-i-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
and the Balochistan Lib-
eration Army (BLA),
with 1,667 terrorists
killed.

“In Istanbul, the Af-
ghan Taliban were
clearly told that they

need to control terror-
ism,” Lt Gen Chaudhry
stated. “How they do it
is their job. We con-
ducted a counter-terror-
ism operation, and the
terrorists fled to Af-
ghanistan. Hand them
over, we’ll deal with
them according to the
Constitution and the
law.

“There will be no
talks with terrorists, and

Pakistan gave the Af-
ghan Taliban a befitting
response, which yielded
the results we wanted.”

DG ISPR high-
lighted the role of the
nexus between criminals
and terrorist
organisations, noting
that through opium cul-
tivation, terrorists make
between Rs1.8 and 2.5
million per acre.

“The entire popula-

tion joins them, even
warlords join in, and they
all work together,” Lt
Gen Chaudhry said.

He added that drugs
are being smuggled from
Afghanistan into Paki-
stan and further. “Af-
ghan drug smugglers are
interfering in Afghan
politics.”

Senior journalist
Hamid Mir, who attended
the briefing, told Geo

News that the journal-
ists were presented with
evidence of Afghan
Taliban soldiers in-
volved in terrorism in
Pakistan.

“We were pre-
sented with the same
evidence shared with the
Afghan Taliban in
Doha,” Mir reported.
“These soldiers had Af-
ghan and Afghan Army
identification cards.

Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan saw a wors-
ening of ties during re-
cent weeks, which fea-
tured border skirmishes,
counter-statements and
allegations.

The hostilities be-
gan last month when an
attack was launched on
Pakistan from Afghani-
stan on the night of Oc-
tober 11. The attack had
followed an allegation

2,000+ Acres of Cannabis
Crop Destroyed in Gulistan

Qaseem Shah
KILLA ABDULLAH :
The Excise and Taxation
Department of
Balochistan continues
its intensive operations
against narcotics culti-
vation. Under the Can-
nabis Elimination Cam-
paign, authorities have
successfully destroyed
2,054 acres of illegal can-
nabis cultivation in vari-
ous parts of Gulistan.
According to official de-
tails, effective opera-

tions were conducted in
Gulistan Karez and Sagai
areas, where within two
days 310 acres of land
were cleared of narcot-
ics crops. The Excise
Department and the
Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) jointly carried out
the operation using
modern drone technol-
ogy and advanced ma-
chinery. A spokesper-
son for the department
stated that 270 acres of
cannabis crops were de-

stroyed by field teams,
while 40 acres withered
naturally due to water
shortage. So far, 21 cases
have been registered,
including two new cases
filed during the recent
operation.

The Excise and
Taxation Department of
Balochistan affirmed
that anti-narcotics op-
erations will continue
until the complete eradi-
cation of illegal drug cul-
tivation in the province.
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South-West Asia and the War Against
 Narcotics: Where Does Pakistan Stand?

The great disorder

By Dr. B. Sultan:
Lady Macbeth once re-
marked that “a little wa-
ter clears us of this
deed” after the assassi-
nation of the King. Yet,
with time, she remained
haunted, obsessively
rubbing her hands in an
attempt to cleanse the
imagined stains of blood.
The persistence of nar-
cotics production and
trade in South-West Asia
resembles this unending
struggle — a dark reality
that cannot be easily
washed away.

Afghanistan has
long been recognized as
the world’s largest pro-
ducer of opium, with its
roots tracing back to the
early 1900s. Over the de-
cades, the repercussions
of this industry spilled
into neighboring Paki-
stan and Iran. In the late
2000s, Taliban leader
Mullah Omar imposed a
strict ban on poppy cul-
tivation through threats,
forced eradication, and
severe punishments.
However, as revealed by
the UNODC Opium Sur-
vey 2007, the ban prima-
rily targeted cultivation
while the trade contin-
ued. After the fall of the
Taliban, opium again be-
came a major source of
funding for logistics,
weapons, and militia
payments.

In 2022, the Taliban
leadership once again
announced a ban on
poppy cultivation, with
Hibatullah Akhundzada
officially declaring sig-
nificant reductions.
Some Western reports,
supported by satellite
imagery, showcased de-
clining poppy fields in
southern Afghanistan.
However, this raises criti-
cal questions: Can Af-

ghanistan realistically
abandon such a central
economic resource while
facing sanctions? And
what consequences does
this shift have for Paki-
stan?

While certain inter-
national outlets hastily
claim that Pakistan has
become a new hub for
narcotics, such narra-
tives ignore key realities.
The issue is not a simple
matter of “shift ing
sands” but a complex re-
gional security chal-
lenge. The porous border
between Pakistan and
Afghanistan, coupled
with cross-border net-
works of drug traffickers,
means temporary shifts
in cultivation are often
strategic rather than per-
manent. Moreover,
Afghanistan’s pivot to-
wards methamphetamine
production — high-
lighted by satellite evi-
dence of expanded ephe-
dra processing hubs —
reflects adaptive strate-
gies of traffickers rather
than genuine eradication.

In Pakistan, how-
ever, the situation is
markedly different. Since

2001, the country has
largely maintained its
“poppy-free” status, de-
spite sporadic spillovers
from Afghanistan. Fol-
lowing the Taliban’s 2022
ban, some illicit cultiva-
tions did emerge in bor-
der areas, particularly
within Balochistan and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Yet, these were swiftly
addressed through
Pakistan’s Poppy Elimi-
nation Campaign (PEC-
2025). This multi-agency
effort, led by the Anti-
Narcotics Force (ANF)
and provincial adminis-
trations, successfully
destroyed thousands of
acres of illegal poppy
fields. Over 250 FIRs
were registered, dozens
of arrests were made, and
awareness campaigns
were launched across
educational institutions.
Importantly, indepen-
dent surveys after
March 2025 confirmed
the effectiveness of
these eradication drives.

Pakistan’s determi-
nation to combat narcot-
ics often remains under-
reported internationally,
overshadowed by out-

If there is one book that

I would recommend to
my readers in these con-
fusing and tumultuous
times in global affairs —
a rule-based order has
run its course without a
new one in place — it is
Robert  D Kaplan's
Waste Land. Kaplan is a
geopolitical realist who
reads history and litera-
ture to contextualise the
present and suggest
how the future may un-
fold in geopolit ical
terms. He proposes that
the existing interna-
tional environment
closely replicates the
times of the Weimar Re-
public of the intervening
years between the two
Great Wars culminating
in Hitler's rise. He calls it
a consequence of the
times we lived in. He in-
cludes global trends like
the Communist revolu-
tion in Russia in 1917, a
response to the muddled
global climate when the
League of Nations had
all but lost its relevance.
My focus though is on
an environment of impu-
nity that disorder and a
chaotic present has be-
come. When no one con-
trols a bully, he only
tears apart what has
been whole for decades.
In the absence of a rule-
based order, world's in-
surance against such

unpredictability stands
badly exposed. We too
live in such times.

Israel chose to at-
tack Qatar when osten-
sibly peace was being
worked out under a US-
sponsored plan to end
genocide in Gaza.
Netanyahu attempted to
eliminate Hamas' inter-
locutors and political
leadership engaged in
the negotiations. Hamas
was there on US invita-
tion and assurance of
their safety by the
Qataris. If ever there was
a betrayal of trust in in-
ternational commitment
this was the last nail in
its coffin.

The moment is simi-
lar in context to the rise
of Hitler and dissolution
of the Weimar. It leaves
the possibility that the
likes of Netanyahu can
cause the dominoes to
topple just as Hitler did
in 1939. In the absence
of any conflict-resolu-
tion mechanism, or au-
thority, or an arbiter that
all trust, it is about to be
free for all. Towards the
end of WWII, a weapon
of ultimate arbitration
emerged in the form of
America's nuclear
bombs which brought
the last of the axis pow-
ers to its knees. Is the
world about to witness a
repeat of similar propor-
tions?

It must though all
begin with investigating
what the US has in mind
about its own role and
position in the world as
newer realities unfold.
The US is largely driven
by an apprehension of
its preeminence be-
cause of feared disrup-
tions around emerging
economic structures
built on rapid advances
in technology and AI.
China has made rapid
advances in these fields,
and it has unnerved
America. Rather than
fight to retain its singu-
larity and control of the
world system devised in
Bretton Woods, the US
is resorting to its ulti-
mate power of equiva-
lence through use of mili-
tary force — if not di-
rectly, through its prox-
ies in Europe, Middle
East and Asia. More
than the world threaten-
ing the post-WWII or-
der it is American fear of
being dislodged as its
prime arbiter that seems
to lead the dissolution
of that order.

China and the
world at large have
found stability, predict-
ability and prosperity
under the existing global
regime and methods of
arbitration.

America has under-
written this stability
through its leadership.

But when leadership is
unnerved and unsure,
and apprehensive, it
tends to take extreme
measures. That is why
no one is sure if the UN
and its affiliates have
the authority and capac-
ity to arbitrate conflicts.
If the US undermines the
UN or the WTO it under-
mines its own control
and domination of the
international system. Is-
rael, Ukraine and India
continue to be bolstered
by the US to do as told.
Hence, Israel's demonic
role in Gaza, and now this
unprovoked and licen-
tious behaviour against
Qatar, remains un-
checked.

It cannot be
Trump's commercial in-
stincts alone when thou-
sands are being slaugh-
tered in Gaza.

Or is he simply play-
ing second fiddle to
what Netanyahu and Is-
rael may think is a stra-
tegic end? Is Netanyahu
running against time un-
der a threat of continu-
ing whittling of Ameri-
can credibility in the
world and its position as
the preeminent power
when it is seen to be
standing with and be-
hind Israel in its
adventurism?

By Durdana Najam:

Pakistan at UNGA: climate
change must take centre stage
The 80th United Nations General As-

sembly convenes this month under
the theme "Better together: 80 years
and more for peace, development and
human rights". For Pakistan, the ses-
sion offers not just another forum for
speeches, but a crucial stage to de-
mand justice on behalf of climate-vul-
nerable nations.

Each word of the UNGA theme
— peace, development, human rights
— rings hollow when measured
against the reality of climate injustice.
There can be no peace when commu-
nities are repeatedly displaced by
floods, no development when agricul-
ture collapses, and no human rights
when people are stripped of homes
and livelihoods by a crisis they did
not create.

The delegation Pakistan sends to
New York must put climate change at
the heart of its diplomacy. This is not
a matter of prestige but of survival.
With less than one per cent contribu-
tion to global greenhouse gas emis-
sions, Pakistan has become one of the
top ten most climate-vulnerable states
(Germanwatch Global Climate Risk In-
dex, 2021). The injustice is clear: those
who polluted least are paying the
highest price.

Scientists confirm that monsoon
patterns in South Asia are being in-
tensified by climate change (IPCC
AR6, 2021), a trend that raises fears
of many more disasters in the future.

Pakistan's recent ordeal makes this
injustice tangible. Since late June
2025, heavier-than-normal monsoon
rains and cloudburst floods have
claimed over 1,000 lives, inundated
farmland and disrupted livelihoods.
The catastrophe displaced 33 million
people, destroyed 2 million homes,
damaged 4.4 million acres of crops and
inflicted $30 billion in economic
losses. The scars of earlier floods in
2010 and 2011 are still raw, both in in-
frastructure and in memory.

The country's experience with
previous disasters only strengthens
the case. In 2010, unprecedented
floods displaced 20 million people and
caused losses of more than $10 bil-
lion (World Bank, 2010 Post-Disaster
Needs Assessment). The following
year, Sindh was hit again, with nine
million affected. In 2022, the devasta-
tion was catastrophic: a third of the
country under water, 33 million people
affected, 1,700 dead, and $30 billion
in losses (World Bank, 2022 Damage
and Needs Assessment). That single
event pushed nine million more Paki-
stanis below the poverty line.

Pakistan's vulnerability is com-
pounded by geography. Accelerated
melting of over 7,000 glaciers — the
largest concentration outside the
poles — now brings both short-term
floods and long-term water scarcity.
Record-breaking heatwaves, with tem-
peratures soaring above 50°C, have
triggered heatstroke and dehydration
among vulnerable communities while
stunting crops. Agriculture, the back-
bone of Pakistan's economy, is at the
mercy of a climate crisis it did not cre-
ate.

This is the message Pakistan's
delegation must carry to New York:
climate justice is not charity but obli-
gation. In 2021, Pakistan submitted its
revised Nationally Determined Con-
tribution (NDC), pledging an uncon-
ditional 15% reduction in emissions
by 2030 and a conditional 35% cut if
finance and technology were made

available. It committed to raising
renewables to 60% of the energy mix
and electric vehicle adoption to 30%
by 2030. These are ambitious goals
for a struggling economy. Without
global support, they will remain ink
on paper.

On the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), Pakistan adopted them
as national policy in 2016. Yet the
UNDP's Integrated SDG Insights Re-
port 2023 reveals that the country is
on track for only 35 out of 169 targets.
Climate shocks such as the 2022
floods have rolled back years of
progress, while the financing gap is
estimated at 16% of GDP annually. At
COP29 in Baku, Pakistan endorsed the
Declaration on Children, Youth and
Climate Action, acknowledging the
generational stakes. But commitments
without financing are meaningless.

Pakistan's delegation should cite
these facts directly in their speeches
and bilateral meetings during the
UNGA session. They must remind the
world that unless climate justice is
embedded into multilateral action, the
UN risks hollowing out its own theme
of "peace, development and human
rights".

Yet, it would be dishonest to ig-
nore Pakistan's internal failures. A re-
cent report by The Citizenry and Cli-
mate Action Centre shows that Sindh
province received Rs48.8 billion in cli-
mate-related allocations from 2007-
2023/24, but only Rs20.2 billion was
spent. The Sindh Directorate of Cli-
mate Change, allocated Rs40 million,
reported zero expenditure. In other
words, funds were earmarked for cli-
mate-related projects but not a single
rupee was utilised.

The Sindh Environmental Protec-
tion Agency used just 10% of its Rs3.4
billion budget, while the Provincial
Disaster Management Authority
spent only 23% of its Rs20.5 billion
allocation.

The pattern of mismanagement is
depressingly familiar. After the 2005
earthquake, the Earthquake Recon-
struction and Rehabilitation Author-
ity (ERRA), created to oversee recov-
ery, quickly became a byword for in-
efficiency. Billions of rupees in funds
earmarked for rebuilding schools, hos-
pitals and housing either lapsed or
vanished into questionable contracts.
In 2011, the Auditor General of Paki-
stan flagged irregularities of over Rs7
billion in ERRA's accounts, citing
ghost projects and unauthorised pro-
curements.

More recently, the NDMA has
faced similar scrutiny: the Auditor
General's 2023-24 report raised Rs28.62
billion in audit objections, of which
only Rs2.65 billion was recovered. The
report detailed unauthorised expendi-
tures from the National Disaster Man-
agement Fund, overpriced tenders,
and violations of procurement rules.

In short, weakened by institu-
tional fragility and political interfer-
ence, Pakistan's disaster management
bodies have become toothless struc-
tures that add to disasters rather than
reduce them.

Therefore, when Pakistan pleads
for climate justice, it must also dem-
onstrate climate accountability. The
world will not take our demands seri-
ously if we cannot spend even our
own budgets transparently.

Still, the inequity remains stark.
Developed economies can absorb
shocks with resilient infrastructure
and fiscal cushions.

An environmental
awakening

Under a CommonSky",
unlike the cliché associ-
ated with the word 'com-
mon' specifically when it
comes from diasporic in-
telligentsia*, is a pro-
found example of rela-
tional aesthetics or digi-
tal relationality.

In simple words, it
illustrates what defines
art today. Delighted by
your thoughtful and
comprehensive ap-
proach to the project re-
cently showcased at the
South Asia Institute in
Chicago, I was eager to
share it with my students
at FCCU. I admit that be-
ing in a lecture room
with this curious, young
lot from the 'non-art
world' is indeed a fulfill-
ing experience. The ob-
servation below is based
on their naïve (in terms
of lack of experience with
art), yet ample under-
standing of the times
and challenges they
face. I find satisfaction
and hope both in your
project and in how it was
received by these enthu-
siasts.

Climate change has
been a key consideration
for my students over the
past few months: the
scarcity of water for Rabi
crops in December-Janu-
ary, the Indo-Pak war
over water in May, the
violent monsoon in July,
followed by floods in
August and September.
They were also aware of
earthquakes in Russia
and Afghanistan or wild-
fires in California and
Australia.

Environment, ecol-
ogy, greenhouse gases,
droughts, volcanic erup-
tions, shifts in tempera-
tures and weather pat-
terns are some of the
topics discussed in ev-
ery classroom: in Sci-
ences, IR, P&D, Demog-
raphy, Psychology, Law,
Business, or any other.
Let me say that they
have been looking into
the nature of the visible
and the politics of the
invisible aspects of cli-
mate change.

 The visual depic-
tion of the 'invisible' in
your works compelled
them to focus on 'a liv-
ing force' that affects our
environment, stressing
the interconnectedness
and fragili ty of our
world.

By Sadia Pasha
Kamran:

Qatar ... what
next?

So, Bibi Natanyahu and
his right wing, deeply
Zionist, anti-Muslim,
uncontrolled govern-
ment — which have no
respect and regard for
international law, or for
the image hit that its
only benefactor, the US,
gets internationally and
domestically from their
rogue behaviour — did
it again. On September 9,
2025, Israeli missiles hit
a residential compound
used by Hamas political
leaders in the West Bay
Lagoon area of Doha,
where Hamas leaders
were reportedly discuss-
ing a new US-backed
ceasefire proposal. The
strike, after Israel's ear-
lier brazen attacks on
Lebanon, Iraq, Syria and
Iran this year alone,
killed six people: five
members of Hamas and
a Qatari security officer.
Key Hamas leaders, re-
portedly, remained un-
scathed.

Netanyahu con-
firmed the "wholly inde-
pendent Israeli opera-
tion" to avenge the
deadly shooting in
Jerusalem recently and
the October 2023 Hamas
attack. The strike drew
widespread international
condemnation. Qatar,
while condemning the
attack, vowed to pursue
legal avenues for ac-
countability and con-
tinue the mediation ef-
forts. In the joint Arab
League (AL) and OIC
summit in Doha, GCC
pledged to "activate a
joint defence mecha-
nism", and the possibil-
ity of trade limitations
against Israel. UNSC
unanimously con-
demned the strike.

Balochistan’s Climate Fund – A
Lifeline Against Growing Disasters

ties, and deepens pov-
erty.

Stop Deforestation
The Climate Fund, if

implemented transpar-
ently and effectively,
has the potential to be-
come a lifeline for mil-
lions.

 It can provide the
financial base for disas-
ter preparedness, early
warning systems, refor-
estation, water manage-
ment, and community
resil ience projects.
Equally important, it can
build trust between the
government and people
by showing that saved
resources — like the Rs.
14 billion curtailed from
non-developmental ex-
penditures — are being
invested in protecting
lives and livelihoods.
The Battle Cannot Be

Fought Alone
However, climate

change is not a battle
that Balochistan can
fight alone. Partnerships
with international allies,
such as the United King-
dom, are essential in
bringing technical exper-
tise, innovative solu-
tions, and funding sup-
port. Training local insti-
tutions, particularly in
areas like disaster man-

agement and environ-
mental governance,
should be a top priority.

The provincial
government’s commit-
ment to reforms in gov-
ernance, education, and
healthcare is commend-
able, but the climate
emergency must remain
at the center of its devel-
opment agenda. Without
climate resilience, all
other reforms risk being
washed away by the next
flood or crippled by the
next drought.

Balochistan has
shown leadership by
creating this Climate
Fund.

The next step is to
ensure that it does not
become another
underutilized policy ini-
tiative. Effective monitor-
ing, independent over-
sight, and community in-
volvement will be key to
making it a success.

In the face of global
warming, every delay
carries a cost in human
lives and economic sta-
bility. The Chief Minister
must now take all pos-
sible steps to translate
the promise of the Cli-
mate Fund into tangible
protections for the
people of Balochistan.

The plight of the Indus delta

By Shahzad
Chaudhry:

Extractive and waste-

ful water use has created
a severe crisis for the
Indus delta, where the
Indus River flows into
the Arabian Sea. This
natural confluence of
outflowing freshwater
and the sea not only pre-
vents sea water intru-
sion, but it has also cre-
ated an interlinked sys-
tem of swamps, streams
and mangrove forests.
This delta ecosystem
provides a unique habi-
tat to a diverse range of
species, including migra-
tory birds and one of the
world's rarest dolphins,
the blind Indus River
dolphin, all of which are
currently under great
stress.

The delta covers an
area of over 40,000 sq-
km, which makes it the
world's fifth largest delta
system, containing
within it the seventh

largest mangrove forest
system. The Indus delta
is mostly located in the
southern Sindh province
of Pakistan with a small
portion in the Kutch re-
gion of India.

The Indus delta has
been under stress for
quite a while now. The
British constructed vast
canal networks on the
Indus, turning arid or
semi-desert tracts into
irrigation-dominated ag-
ricultural zones to grow
cash crops. However,
these agricultural
schemes did not only
expropriate pastoral
lands and hand them
over to loyal colonists,
including retired soldiers
which had served the
British Raj, but they also
caused major ecological
disruptions. Poor drain-
age led to rising water
tables, waterlogging and
salinisation due to
which many formerly

productive areas be-
came infertile. Following
independence, the Paki-
stan government began
to invest in large dam
projects with support
from entities like the
World Bank. The in-
creasing diversion of
Indus River for irrigating
cash crops has not only
reduced flows down-
stream, but it has also
done persistent damage
to the Indus delta and its
wetlands.

At a t ime when
there is increasing need
for efficient water use,
water conservation and
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
sustainability, the water
regime in Pakistan re-
mains wasteful and ex-
tractive. Besides exces-
sive water extraction,
runoff chemicals and
other pollutants are
other major threats to
the Indus delta.

The US-Pakistan

Centre for Advanced
Studies in Water esti-
mated a few years ago
that the downstream
flow of water into the
delta has decreased by
80 per cent since the
1950s. Besides irrigation
canals,  hydropower
dams, climate related im-
pacts on glacial and
snow melt have also
been identified as major
factors for this de-
creased outflow, which
has, in turn, caused ma-
jor seawater intrusion.
The salinity of the water
in coastal areas has in-
creased by alarming lev-
els making it very diffi-
cult for local farming
communities in the delta
to grow crops.  In-
creased salinity is lead-
ing to higher blood pres-
sure and a resulting
spike in mother.

By Syed
Mohammad Ali:

By Inam Ul
Haque:

Editorial:
Balochistan has taken a
historic and timely step
by establishing its first-
ever Climate Fund, a
move that signals the
province’s recognition of
the existential threat
posed by global warm-
ing and climate change.
In his recent meeting
with British High Com-
missioner Jane Marriott,
Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti rightly un-
derscored the urgency
of mobilizing resources
to safeguard communi-
ties from natural calami-
ties that are growing in
frequency and intensity.

Floods In Bunair
The tragic flash

floods in the Bunair area
of Khyber
Pukhtoonkhwa this
month, which claimed
precious human lives,
are a grim reminder of
Pakistan’s extreme vul-
nerability. The province
sits on a fragile ecologi-
cal and seismic zone —
prone not only to floods
but also to recurring
droughts, earthquakes,
and the looming threat of
desertification. Each di-
saster further strains an
already fragile infrastruc-
ture, displaces communi-

dated or selective por-
trayals. The fact remains:
Pakistan continues to
fight this menace not
only for its own stability
but also for global secu-
rity. What is urgently
needed is greater recog-
nition of these efforts by
the international commu-
nity and enhanced coop-
eration from agencies
such as the UNODC.

As South-West
Asia remains at the heart
of global narcotics trade
routes, Pakistan’s role is
both frontline and deci-
sive. Balochistan, in par-
ticular, holds the poten-
tial to transform from a
vulnerable transit zone
into a hub of opportunity,
stability, and resilience.
Just as Lady Macbeth’s
imagined guilt could not
be washed away with
water, the global commu-
nity cannot absolve itself
of responsibility by ig-
noring Pakistan’s sacri-
fices and achievements
in this ongoing struggle.
The fight against narcot-
ics requires collective
recognition, support,
and action — not selec-
tive narratives.
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Measles & Rubella Vaccination Campaign to kick off in Sukkur on November

Trump rules out sending
Tomahawk missiles to Ukraine

Nigeria rejects Trump’s claims
of Christian genocide

SUKKUR (INP): A
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
measles and rubella
vaccination campaign
is set to begin on No-
vember 17 in Sukkur
Division, aiming to in-
oculate over 880,000
children in the region.

The 12-day cam-

paign, which will con-
clude on November
29, is a collaborative
effort between the
health department and
local authorities.

Co mmi ss ion er
Sukkur Division, Abid
Saleem Qureshi on
Monday chaired a

meeting to review
preparations for the
campaign, attended by
elected representa-
tives, local dignitaries,
and health officials.

The meeting de-
cided to seek the sup-
port of elected repre-
sentatives, community

leaders, and local
influencers to ensure
the campaign's suc-
cess. According to of-
ficials, the campaign
targets children aged
between 6 months and
5 years in Sukkur,
Khairpur, and Ghotki
districts. The break-

down of targeted chil-
dren is as follows:
Sukkur (238,955),
Khairpur (381,964),
and Ghotki (259,554).
Addressing the meet-
ing, Commissioner
Qureshi emphasized
the importance of
making the campaign

a success, utilizing all
available resources.

He directed offi-
cials to ensure the ac-
tive participation of all
stakeholders, including
community leaders
and local influencers.

The Commissioner
also warned that any

negligence during the
campaign would be
unacceptable and in-
structed Assistant
Commissioners to
take action against
parents who refuse to
vaccinate their chil-
dren.

The vaccination

WA S H I N G T O N
(INP):  U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump
said that he is not cur-
rently considering a
deal to allow Ukraine
access to long-range
Tomahawk missiles,
signaling continued
reluctance to escalate
the conflict with Rus-
sia. Speaking to re-
porters aboard Air
Force One while re-
turning from Palm
Beach, Florida,
Trump said, “No, not
really,” when asked if
he would approve a
deal allowing NATO
allies to transfer
Tomahawk missiles to

Ukraine.He added,
however, that his
stance could change,
leaving the possibility
open for future consid-
eration.

Trump’s remarks
come amid growing
pressure from Kyiv and
some NATO members
to strengthen
Ukraine’s long-range
strike capabilities
against Russian posi-
tions.

The proposal to
sell Tomahawk missiles
to NATO countries for
potential transfer to
Ukraine was dis-
cussed between
Trump and NATO

Secretary General
Mark Rutte during
their meeting at the
White House on Oc-
tober 22.

Rutte said on Fri-
day that the matter
was “under review,”
emphasizing that the
final decision rested
with Washington.

Tomahawk mis-
siles, capable of strik-
ing targets up to 2,500
kilometers (1,550
miles) away, would
allow Ukraine to hit
deep inside Russian
territory, including
Moscow — a move
the Kremlin has
warned would be

seen as a major esca-
lation.

Russian officials
have repeatedly cau-
tioned against the pro-
vision of long-range
missiles to Ukraine,
warning of “serious
consequences” if
Western nations pro-
ceed. Despite Presi-
dent Volodymyr
Zelenskiy’s repeated
appeals for advanced
weapons, the Trump
administration has
maintained a cautious
stance, focusing on de-
fensive aid rather than
offensive systems with
the potential to strike
Russian soil.

ABUJA (INP): Nigeria
has firmly rejected U.S.
President Donald
Trump’s claims of a
“genocide” against
Christians, calling the
accusations unfounded
and politically moti-
vated, even as Trump
hinted at possible U.S.
military intervention in
the West African

nation.
Speaking on Sun-

day, Trump said he was
considering “a range of
military options” — in-
cluding deploying
troops or launching air
strikes

to stop what he de-
scribed as “mass killings
of Christians” in Nige-
ria. “They’re killing
Christians and killing
them in very large num-
bers. We’re not going to
allow that to happen,”
he told reporters aboard
Air Force One.

When asked if he
would send U.S. troops
or order strikes, Trump
replied, “Could be, I
mean, a lot of things —
I envisage a lot  of
things.”

Officials in Abuja
swiftly dismissed
Trump’s remarks, insist-
ing that violence in the
country is not reli-
giously motivated but
part of a wider struggle
against terrorism and
banditry.

“We are not proud
of the security situation
that we are passing
through, but to go with
the narrative that only
Christians are targeted
— no, it is not true.
There is no Christian
genocide in Nigeria,”
said Kimiebi Imomotimi
Ebienfa, spokesman for

Nigeria’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, in an in-
terview with Al Jazeera.

He added that at-
tacks by Boko Haram
and al-Qaeda-linked mili-
tants affect Muslims,
Christians, and tradi-
tional worshippers alike.
“The killings were not re-
stricted to Christians
alone. Muslims are being
killed. Traditional wor-
shippers are being
killed… The majority is
not the Christian popu-
lation,” he said.

While reiterating
Nigeria’s willingness to
cooperate with interna-
tional partners, Ebienfa
cautioned that any U.S.
intervention must re-
spect Nigeria’s sover-
eignty.

“We are ready to
work with partners to
fight terrorism, but not
any passive action that
will undermine the sov-
ereignty of our country,”
he said.

Daniel Bwala, an
adviser to President Bola
Tinubu, echoed the sen-
timent, telling Reuters
that Nigeria “would wel-
come U.S. assistance as
long as it recognises our
territorial integrity.”

Despite Trump la-
beling Nigeria a “dis-
graced country,” Bwala
downplayed the remarks,
saying, “We don’t take
it literally, because we
know Donald Trump
thinks well of Nigeria. I
am sure by the time these
two leaders meet and sit,
there would be better
outcomes in our joint re-
solve to fight terrorism.”

Trump’s comments
came a day after Wash-
ington reinstated Nigeria
on its list of “Countries

of Particular Concern”
for alleged violations of
religious freedom —
alongside China, North
Korea,  Russia,
Myanmar, and Pakistan.

Nigeria, home to
more than 200 million
people, is almost evenly
split between a predomi-
nantly Muslim north
and a largely Christian
south. The country has
faced insurgencies from
Boko Haram and the Is-
lamic State’s West Africa
Province (ISWAP) for

campaign will be car-
ried out at nearby
health centers, tempo-
rary community sites,
and through mobile vac-
cination teams. Addi-
tionally, children will be
vaccinated at govern-
ment and private
schools.

20 dead, scores injured as powerful
earthquake jolts Afghanistan

KABUL (INP): At least
20 people died and
scores injured as a mag-
nitude 6.3 earthquake
struck northern Af-
ghanistan early on
Monday, the US Geo-
logical Survey said, just
months after another
deadly tremor left the
country reeling as it
contends with a series
of humanitarian crises.

The latest quake
hit in the early hours of
the morning at a depth
of 28 kilometers (17
miles) with the epicentre
near the city of Mazar-
i-Sharif, according to
the USGS.

“So far, 12 people
have been reported
dead and 143 injured in
Samangan, most of
whom were discharged
and sent home after re-
ceiving medical treat-
ment,” the the Afghani-
stan National Disaster
Management Authority
said. “There have also
been reports of property
damage in the affected
areas.”

The earthquake
caused visible damage
to the Blue Mosque in
Mazar-i-Sharif, one of
Afghanistan’s architec-
tural treasures and a
major point of pilgrim-
age. Social media foot-
age geolocated by CNN
shows debris scattered
on the ground outside
the mosque.

Poor communica-
tion networks and infra-
structure have in the
past hampered disaster
response in the moun-
tainous country, pre-
venting authorities from
reaching far-flung vil-
lages to assess the ex-
tent of damage for hours

or even days.
The quake sent resi-

dents of Mazar-i-Sharif,
one of Afghanistan's
largest northern cities,
running into the streets
due to fears their homes
would collapse, an AFP
correspondent ob-
served, and shaking was
felt around 420 kilometres
(260 miles) south by cor-
respondents in the capi-
tal Kabul.

The earthquake was
also felt in regions of
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan,
and Turkmenistan, three
countries that border
northern Afghanistan,
USGS reported.

One resident of
Mazar-i-Sharif told CNN
that her family “woke up
terrified” after the quake
struck, saying that her
children ran “down the
stairs screaming” when it
occurred.

“I had never experi-
enced such a strong

earthquake in my life,”
Rahima, a former
school teacher, said,
adding that it broke
some of her windows
and damaged the plas-
ter on some of her walls.

“I am happy that
my house is made of
concrete in the city,”
she told. “I don’t know
if houses made of mud
have survived this
earthquake in the out-
skirts of the city.”

It is the latest natu-
ral  disaster for the
Taliban government,
which has faced three
major deadly earth-
quakes since taking
over the country in 2021
even as the foreign aid
that formed the back-
bone of the country’s
economy dramatically
dropped.

In August, a shal-
low 6.0-magnitude
quake in the country’s
east  wiped out

mountainside villages
and killed more than 2,200
people.

Large tremors in
western Herat, near the
Iranian border, in 2023,
and in eastern Nangarhar
province in 2022 killed
hundreds and destroyed
thousands of homes.

The United Nations
and aid agencies have
warned hunger is rising
in the Afghan population
and the isolated country
is suffering from a hu-
manitarian crisis com-
pounded by drought,
economic restrictions on
the banking sector, and
the pushback of  millions
of Afghan citizens from
neighbouring Iran and
Pakistan.

Earthquakes are
common in Afghanistan,
particularly along the
Hindu Kush mountain
range, near where the
Eurasian and Indian tec-
tonic plates meet.

Chinelle Henry's thoughts with
Jamaica ahead of first WBBL season

JAMAICA (INP):
Inspired by Jamaica's
great sprint queens
and thinking of her
compatriots impacted
by Hurricane Melissa,
Chinelle Henry has
pledged to deliver on
her big-hitting reputa-
tion as Brisbane
Heat's trump WBBL
draftee.

The 30-year-old
hopes to follow West
Indies team-mates
Hayley Matthews and
Deandra Dottin in
making waves in Aus-
tralia, selected by
Heat to provide late
innings big-hitting and
medium pace.

Henry was train-
ing in Antigua and then
flew to Australia
through Miami when
catastrophic winds up
and storms caused at
least 28 deaths and
wrecked homes and
businesses in Jamaica.
"Every time I pick up
my phone .. it's the

first thing I see and
there's not really much
I can do but send sup-
port,"  Henry said on
arrival in Brisbane on
Monday, ahead of
Sunday's season
opener. "It's a really
hard time for people in
Jamaica who've lost a
lot due to this hurri-
cane and now it's
about how we regroup
as a country." Henry
has played 57 ODIs
and 65 T20Is for the
West Indies and ad-
mits choosing cricket
over track and field or
soccer was the "cor-
rect choice". But the
former sprinter has
been influenced by her
country's sprint stars
as much as its crick-
eters, with Chris
Gayle, Andre Russell
and Shelly-Ann
Fraser-Pryce leaving
a mark. "Track and
field ... that was my
first love," she said.
"But dad was always

playing and just drag-
ging me along and
somewhere along the
way it developed. I'm
really proud to be here
today [representing
Jamaica]."

This year in all
T20s across the
Women's Premier
League (WPL),
internationals and
Women's Caribbean
Premier League
(WCPL), Henry has a
strike-rate of 155.95,
the third-highest of
anyone with at least
300 runs. "That's
[power hitting] the
reason why I'm here,
why the team signed
me," she said.

 "Walking out on
the field ... whatever's
going to happen, I'll
stick to my style."

Henry will team
up with Indian star
Jemimah Rodrigues,
who broke Australian
hearts with a match-
winning knock in the

T20 World Cup semi-
final, at Heat.

She expects
India's title on home
soil to supercharge the
women's game and
has faith West Indian
cricket can rise again.

"Every time we
have a game or series,
that's the first com-
ment," she said when
asked to assess the
state of the game in
her country.  "Our
cricket's not what it
used to be [but] every
time we put on that
maroon we fight for
the badge. "It's about
trusting and believing
in the process to get-
ting back to that team
that everyone was so
used to talking about."

Heat, who finished
as runners-up last sea-
son, start their season
in a rematch of that fi-
nal with Melbourne
Renegades at Allan
Border Field on No-
vember 9

over 15 years, leading to
tens of thousands of
deaths and mass dis-
placement.

President Tinubu, a
Muslim married to a
Christian pastor, has re-
jected allegations of reli-
gious persecution. He
emphasized that his ad-
ministration promotes
inclusivity, citing his re-
cent appointment of a
Christian as Nigeria’s
new defence chief as
proof of his commitment
to balance and equality.

QUETTA: Senator Mir Abdul Quddus Bizenjo and Senator Maulana Abdul Wasay are meeting with
Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti.
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FinMin Aurangzeb
announces major economic
reforms to ensure stability

6 cops injured as North Waziristan DPO’s vehicle targeted in Bannu: official
BANNU (INP):  Six cops
were injured on Monday
when gunmen opened
fire at  the North
Waziristan district police
officer’s (DPO) vehicle
near Bannu district’s
Mamash Khel town, an
official said.

Bannu Regional Po-

Dialogue essential for national
unity, says Tariq Fazal

lice Officer (RPO) Sajjad
Khan confirmed to a
newspaper, adding that
the incident took place
on Miranshah road,
which connects Bannu
and North Waziristan.

“Armed men open
fire at the vehicle of
North Waziristan’s

DPO,” RPO Khan said.
“The DPO remained un-
hurt,” he added.

He further said the
injured police personnel
were taken to the Bannu
District Headquarters
Hospital.

“The unidentified
attackers have hidden in

nearby areas and a
search operation is un-
derway [to trace them],”
the Bannu RPO said.

Pakistan has wit-
nessed an uptick in ter-
ror activities over the
past year, especially in
KP and Balochistan, af-
ter the banned Tehreek-

i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
broke its ceasefire with
the government in No-
vember 2022.

The past  few
months have seen an
escalation in attacks on
law enforcement agen-
cies, with police forces
in KP being targeted re-

peatedly.
Yesterday, a station

house officer and two
other cops were injured
in a blast caused by an
improvised explosive de-
vice (IED) in KP’s Hangu
district. Last week, ter-
rorists kidnapped a po-
lice official from Bannu’s

Havaid Adda area.
Separately,  the

Bannu police on Friday
also claimed to have re-
covered Constable Noor
Zaman, who had been
kidnapped by terrorists
in North Waziristan’s
Mir Ali town. The cop
was on his way to attend

I S L A M A B A D
(INP):  Federal Min-
ister for Parliamentary
Affairs Dr Tariq Fazal
Chaudhry  said that the
Pakistan Muslim
L e a g u e - N a w a z
(PML-N) has always
believed in political dia-
logue and consensus
for national progress
and stability.

Talking to a pri-
vate news channel, he
said that the PML-N
had consistently pro-
moted the spirit of rec-
onciliation, both during
its tenures in govern-
ment and while in op-
position.

He said that
Prime Minister

Shehbaz Sharif had
invited the opposition
on the floor of the
House for dialogue
and joint efforts, but
the offer was repeat-
edly declined.

Answering a
question, minister said
that lowering the po-
litical temperature
was in the
government’s interest,
adding that if the Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) founder
truly desired national
stability, he should also
contribute toward re-
ducing tensions.

He clarified that
the cases against the
PTI founder were

based on solid legal
grounds and that the
government had not
imprisoned him.

“Any relief in
these cases can only
be granted by the
courts,” he added.

The minister ex-
pressed concern over
incidents of terrorism
in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and
cross-border infiltra-
tion from Afghanistan,
urging the provincial
government to take
practical measures in-
stead of issuing politi-
cal statements that
hurt the sentiments of
the families of mar-
tyrs.

Gwadar Port hosts special event
to inspire Youth's

participation in Maritime Sector
GWADAR (INP): A
special ceremony was
held at Gwadar Port
as a part of the nation-
wide Maritime Week,
organized by the Min-
istry of Maritime Af-
fairs.

Students and
teachers from the
Government Girls De-
gree College Gwadar
participated in the
event,

which was ar-
ranged under the guid-
ance of Gwadar Port
Authority Chairman
Noor-ul-Haq Baloch
on the ministry’s di-
rectives, Gwadar Pro
reported on Monday.

According to an

official statement, the
event aimed to raise
awareness among the
younger generation,
particularly female
students, about the sig-
nificance of the mari-
time sector and
Pakistan’s emerging
blue economy.

Addressing the
participants, Chairman
Noor-ul-Haq Baloch
highlighted the grow-
ing opportunities for
youth, especially
women, in the mari-
time industry.

He said that
Gwadar Port plays a
pivotal role in
Pakistan’s economic
development and

urged students to ex-
plore the vast potential
within the blue
economy.

“The maritime
sector offers immense
opportunities for
Pakistan’s youth, and
women have a vital
role to play in shaping
the country’s future
through this industry,”
Baloch said.

Students were
given a guided tour of
key sites, including
Gwadar Port opera-
tions, the China Busi-
ness Center (CBC),
the Free Zone, and the
Desalination Plant.

They were
briefed on the port’s

the last  ri tes of his
brother, Constable Javed
Khan, who had been
martyred in a gun attack
in Bannu. Faced with the
heightened militancy, se-
curity forces have also
intensified counter-ter-
rorism operations in KP
and Balochistan.

ISLAMABAD, Nov 03
(INP): Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb
on Monday announced
that Pakistan is under-
taking major reforms
across the tax, energy,
and pension systems to
ensure long-term eco-
nomic stability.

He said these steps
mark a shift from short-
term measures to a
framework of structural,
sustainable change.

Speaking at a press
conference in Islamabad
alongside FBR Chair-
man Rashid Mahmood
Langrial, Energy Minis-
ter Awais Leghari, and
IT Minister Shaza
Fatima, the Finance Min-
ister said the
government’s reform
agenda aims to consoli-
date recent economic
gains.

He said, “Economic
stabili ty has been
achieved in the country.
We have done important
work related to macro-
economic stability, and
our goal is to ensure

sustainable economic
stability. Reforms are in-
dispensable for this pur-
pose.”

Aurangzeb empha-
sized that international
credit rating agencies
have recognized
Pakistan’s improving
economic outlook, while
the recent staff-level
agreement with the IMF
also confirms progress.

He added that the
government is introduc-
ing reforms in tax, en-
ergy, and pension sys-
tems, along with a
broader init iative to
“right-size” institutions
and reduce inefficien-
cies. ‘FBR Does Not
Need to Impose More
Taxes’ FBR Chairman
Rashid Mahmood
Langrial revealed that tax
collection and compli-
ance have improved sig-
nificantly this year, not-
ing that income tax re-
turns rose by 18 percent,
bringing the total num-
ber of taxpayers to 5.9
million.

He stated that the

FBR has increased the
tax-to-GDP ratio by 1.5
percent for the first time,
reflecting stronger com-
pliance measures and
coordination with insti-
tutions. “The rate of
submission of individual
tax returns has in-
creased. The FBR does
not need to impose more
taxes,” he added.

Langrial said that
the government’s target
is to raise the tax-to-GDP
ratio to 18 percent within
the next three to four
years, with cooperation
from provincial govern-
ments. “The federation
will contribute 13.5 per-
cent through the FBR
and 1.15 percent
through the Petroleum
Development Levy
(PDL), while provinces
will contribute about 3
percent,” he explained.

He also spoke
about challenges faced
by tax enforcement
teams, including threats
and attacks during op-
erations. “Two of our
people were martyred in

the Kohat tunnel. Our
training is not to fight,
but to enforce tax com-
pliance. Now, with the
support of Rangers and
other institutions, this
work has become safer
and more effective,” he
said. Govt to exit power
purchasing business

Federal Energy
Minister Awais Leghari
announced sweeping
reforms in the power sec-
tor,  including the
government’s decision
to stop buying electric-
ity directly — a move
described as “the big-
gest energy reform in 20
years.” “We inherited
very expensive electric-
ity, but despite chal-
lenges,  we reduced
prices by Rs10.5 per unit
in the past 18 months,”
Leghari said. He high-
lighted relief for indus-
tries, including a three-
month package offering
power at Rs26 per unit
and a reduction in elec-
tric vehicle (EV) rates
from Rs71 to Rs39 per
unit.

He said the fed-
eral government
would welcome every
positive suggestion
aimed at ensuring
peace, internal stabil-
ity, and national unity.

Responding to a
question regarding re-
quests to meet the PTI
founder,

Dr Tariq Fazal
Chaudhry clarified that
the jail manual defined
the procedure for such
visits.

“The first right
belongs to his family,
followed by his legal
team. Others may
meet him with permis-
sion from the jail au-
thorities,” he said.

daily operations and
ongoing commercial
projects, gaining first-
hand insights into
Pakistan’s maritime
progress and
Gwadar’s expanding
role in regional con-
nectivity.

The initiative, held
under the nationwide
Maritime Week 2025
campaign, sought to
connect young minds
with the strategic and
economic importance
of the country’s mari-
time assets, from
Gwadar’s operational
growth to national ef-
forts in developing a
sustainable blue

PMDC Clarifies MBBS, BDS
Passing & Attendance Rules

Syed Muhammad
Yaseen

ISLAMABAD — The
Pakistan Medical and
Dental Council
(PM&DC) has issued an
important clarification
regarding minimum pass-
ing marks and atten-
dance requirements for
MBBS and BDS pro-
grams across medical
and dental institutions
in Pakistan.

According to the
official notification is-
sued on November 3,
2025, the Council in its
meeting held on October
21, 2025, decided that
the newly revised pass-
ing percentage and at-
tendance criteria will not
apply retrospectively to
students already en-
rolled in the academic
session 2024–25.

This means that cur-
rent MBBS and BDS stu-
dents will continue to
follow the previously
applicable criteria — a
minimum of 50% passing
marks and 75% atten-

dance, as stipulated at
the time of their admis-
sion.

For future admis-
sions,  however,  the
PM&DC has proposed a
5% increase in both mini-
mum passing marks and
attendance require-
ments. The Council

stated that this pro-
posed revision will be fi-
nalized in consultation
with universities, medi-
cal education experts,
and other stakeholders
in due course.

The notification
also supersedes all ear-
lier circulars issued on

January 31, February 10,
and April 15, 2025, con-
cerning the same sub-
ject. The PM&DC has
directed all medical and
dental colleges and their
affiliated universities to
ensure strict compliance
with the updated deci-
sion.

Rain, wind with snowfall expected
in Upper Parts on Nov 04

I S L A M A B A D
(INP):  The Pakistan
Meteorological De-
partment (PMD) has
forecast a spell of rain,
wind, and thunder-
storms, accompanied
by snowfall over the
mountains, in the up-
per parts of the coun-
try from November
04.

The Met Office
said a westerly wave
is likely to approach
the upper regions on
the night of November
03 and persist till No-
vember 05, bringing a
marked drop in tem-
peratures across the
northern and central
parts of Pakistan.

Under the influ-
ence of this system,
rain-windstorm and
thunderstorm with
snowfall over moun-
tains are expected in
Chitral, Dir, Swat,
Kohistan, Shangla,

Battagram, Buner,
M a n s e h r a ,
Abbottabad, Haripur,
Malakand, Bajaur,
Mohmand, Khyber,
Swabi, Nowshera,
Peshawar, Mardan,
Charsadda,

Kurram, Orakzai,
Hangu, Kohat,
Galliyat, as well as in
various districts of
Kashmir including
Neelum Valley,
M u z a f f a r a b a d ,
Rawalakot, Poonch,
Hattian, Bagh, Haveli,
Sudhanoti, Kotli,
Bhimber and Mirpur.

The same weather
pattern is also likely in
Gilgit-Baltistan areas
such as Diamir,
Astore, Skardu, Gilgit,
Hunza, Ghanche, and
Shigar from Novem-
ber 04 to the morning
of November 05.

The PMD has
also warned of iso-
lated hailstorms during

the period.
Rain, wind, and

thunderstorms are
also expected in
I s l a m a b a d ,
Rawalpindi, Murree,
Attock,

C h a k w a l ,
Talagang, Jhelum,
Sargodha, Khushab,
Gujranwala, Sialkot,
Narowal, and Lahore
on November 04,
where isolated hail-
storms are also likely
to occur.

The PMD stated
that day temperatures
are expected to drop
significantly during the
wet spell, followed by
a further decrease in
night temperatures.

Foggy and
smoggy conditions
prevailing in parts of
Punjab are likely to
subside temporarily
during the rainy period
but may redevelop af-
terwards.

Farmers have
been advised to plan
their field activities
keeping the weather
forecast in view, while
travelers and tourists
are urged to schedule
their trips, especially to
hilly areas, with cau-
tion due to the possi-
bility of rain, snowfall,
and slippery condi-
tions.

The department
also cautioned that
windstorms, hail-
storms, and lightning
could cause damage to
loose structures in ex-
posed areas.

For regular
weather updates and
alerts, the public is en-
couraged to visit the
PMD website
www.pmd.gov.pk, use
the “Pak Weather”
mobile application, or
follow the
department’s social
media platforms.

QUETTA:  Tehreek Tahafuz Ayen-i-Pakistan  leader Dawood Shah Kakar along with
Abdul Rahim Ziaratwal addressing  a press conference.

QUETTA:  Emaan Mushtaq a MDCAT test candidate addressing  a press conference.

ISTANBUL: Federal Minister for Commerce Jam Kamal Khan meeting with Türkiye's Minister of Trade,
Prof. Dr. Ömer Bolat, on the sidelines of the 41st Session of COMCEC. Both sides reaffirmed their
commitment to enhancing bilateral trade and economic cooperation between Pakistan and Türkiye.


