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Severe Nursing Shortage in
Balochistan: Only 1,700
Nurses for 10,000 Needed

News Desk:
QUETTA: Balochistan
Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti has ex-
pressed serious concern
over the acute shortage
of nurses in the prov-
ince, revealing that only
1,700 nurses are avail-
able against the require-
ment of 10,000. ing colleges will con-

Chairing a high- tinue to operate as
level meeting on the usual.
nursing sector, the Chief CM Bugti said the
Minister announced the  provincial government is
establishment of nursing  committed to providing
colleges across all divi- modern nursing and
sions and major districts healthcare training to

public-private partner-
ship model.

It was decided that
around 2,000 trained
nurses will be produced
annually with the a
tance of Khyber Medi-
cal University, while ex-
isting government nurs-

Weaponisation of IW'1
cannot and will not
succeed: President Zardari

of Balochistan under a

stated.

He further high-
lighted that the provin-
cial government is focus-
ing on training, technol-
ogy, and improved facili-

|
the  youth  of
Balochistan in line with
international standards.
He emphasized that glo-
bal demand for nursing
and healthcare staff is

AWALPINDI (News
Desk): The Pakistan
Army successfully con-

that the operation took

place on the night of
November | aftercred-
e

SPR: Pakistan Army
Kills Four Terrorists in Kalat,
Balochistan; Weapons and

Explosives Seized

ISPR Pakistan Army
Kills Four Terrorists in
Kalat, Balochistan; Weapons
and Explosives Seized

ist and sabotage activi-
ties targeting security
forces and civilians in
e opera-

‘maining threats and en-
sure lasting peace and
smblhty in the region.

rising rapidly, and the
government’s initiatives
aim to prepare Baloch
youth to mee( these chal-
lenges.
our yuulh wuh interna

tionall; urs-
ing skills, we aim to open
pathways for dignified
and secure employment
opportunities abroad,”
the Chief Minister

ties to strengthen the
health sector in
Balochistan.

The meeting was
attended by Provincial
Health Mmmcr Bakh

Kakar, Chief
Secretary Shakil Qadir
Khan, and senior offi-
cials from the Health
Department and Khyber
Medical University.

il was re-
ceived about the pres-
ence of terrorists in the
area.

During the intense
exchange of fire, four
militants were elimi-
nated.

Thekilled terrorists
were reportedly in-
volved in multiple terror-

an
based operation (IBO) in
Kalat ~ district of
Balochistan, killing four
terrorists
alarge cache of weapons
and explosives,
according to the Inter-
Services Public Rela-
tions

The ISPR stated

27th Constitutional Amendment to be
tabled in Parliament soon, Dar says

NEWS DESK: Deputy
Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Ishaq Dar
on Tuesday said that the
much-talked about 27th
Constitutional Amend-
ment will be tabled soon
in Parliament.

Specul-ation and
debate over a possible
27th Constitutional
‘Amend-ment reached fe-
ver pitch on Monday af-
ter the PPP claimed the
government had sought
its support for the pro-
posed changes to the
Constitution.

The  proposed
changes have sparked a
nationwide debate, with
political parties weighing
their positions amid con-
cerns that the move
could roll back some
powers devolved under
the landmark 18th Con-
stitution Amendment.
The opposition PTI has
announced its intention
to oppose the proposed

amendment ‘tooth and
nail’.
Addressing the
matter while speaking in
the Senate session to-
day, the deputy PM said:
“Of course the govern-
ment is bringing it and
will bringit ...

the 27th Amend-
ment will arrive ... and
is about to arrive. We
will try that it be tabled
in accordance with prin-
ciples, laws and the
Constitution.”

He reassured the
opposition that the

Qaseem Shah
QUETTA: The
Balochistan High Court
has issued strict direc-
tives to the Sui Southern
Gas Company (SSGC),
ordering it to withdraw
all excess gas bills for
October 2025 within one
week and issue cor-
rected bills in accor-
dance with the court’s
earlier judgment dated
June 13,2024.

The order was
passed bya two-member
bench comprising Chief
Justice Rozi Khan
Bareech and Justice
Sardar  Muhammad
Helmi during the hearing
of a constitutional peti-
tion filed by Advocate
Syed Nazir Agha.

During the proceed-
ings, the petitioner in-
formed the court that the
SSGC had violated pre-
vious court orders by is-
suing unusually high
bills, some exceeding Rs.
6,000 per consumer. Ex-
pressing strong displea-

the “standard process™
of legislative activity,
saying it was consulting
the PPP for now since it
was the biggest ally of
the government. “I have
had at least three rounds
[of consultations] and
the law minister has also
held,” he added.

The deputy PM
said the government
would also approach its
other allies and take
them on board before
presenting the docu-
ment of the amendment.

Referring to PPP
Chairman  Bilawal
Bhutto-Zardari’s X post
announcing that the
government had ap-
proached his party over

amendment would pass
through the required
steps, such as a robust
debate in Parliament and
sub-commillees.

The government
does not ha»c reserva-
tions on anything. It is
not the case that the
amendment is tabled
and there is voting on it the issue, Dar said he
in a haphazard, ad hoc had a comp]ete right to
manner; this will not do s
happen,” he reassured
PTI Senator Barrister Ali
Zafar,

sure, the court directed

inflated bills and reissue
accurate ones.
Advocate Syed
Nazir Agha also high-
lighted the ongoing
problems of gas load

“Thc areas he iden-
tified are not in the air.
Let me also confess this
thing, there have been
talks on those topics.”

Dar said the gov-
ernment was following

The Pakistan Army
reiterated its commit-
‘ment to eradicating ter-
rorism and maintaining
security and stability
across Balochistan, em-
phasizing that such op-
erations will continue
until the province s fully
cleared of militant net-

tion also led to dJe Te-
covery of arms, ammu-
nition, and explosive
materials.
The military
okesperson  con-
ed that a clearance
and sanitization opera-
tion is currently under-
way to eliminate any re-

Balochistan High Court’s Ma]or
Decision on Gas Bills

shedding and low gas
pressure acros
Balochistan, which con-
tinue to cause hardship
for citizes In re-
sponse, Chief Justice
Bareech ordered that
Balochistan must be
given priority in gas

supply to ensure public
relief. The court ad-
journed the hearing un-
til November 18, 2025,
and instructed SSGC to
submit a compliance r
port detailing the imple-
mentation of the court’s
order.

Weaponisation of IWT cannot and will not succeed: President Zardari

NEWS DESK: President Asif Ali Zardari said on
Tuesday that the violation of the Indus Waters
Treaty (IWT) by India could not and would not
succeed, and warned against the weaponisation of
‘water.

India in April held the IWT in abeyance fol-
lowing the attack in occupied Kashmir’s Pahalgam
that killed 26 — an incident New Delhi blamed on
Islamabad without evidence. Pakistan termed any
attempt to suspend its water share an “act of war”,
noting the IWT had no provision for unilateral sus-
pension. It later said it was considering court ac-
tion, citing a violation of the 1969 Vienna Conven-
tion on the Law of Treaties.

President Zardari addressed the issue while
speaking at the Second World Summit for Social
Development in Doha, Qatar today, saying: “We in
Pakistan, on one hand, face the brunt of the impact
of climate change, which has caused devastation
for our people in the form of large-scale floods ...
on the other hand, we face a new threat in the form
of water weaponisation. Water, which all the world
knows, is an equal right of any human being and
humanity.”

“We are being threatened from across the bor-
der with a new threat in the form of weaponisation
of water, violation of the IWT. This poses a serious
threat to 240 million Pakistanis. Such tactics can-
not and will not succeed.”

Asupplemental award by the Permanent Court
of Arbitration (PCA) in The Hague in June held
that India could not unilaterally hold the treaty in
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abeyance. India, in response, said it did not recognise the court or its decisions.
Under the 1960 IWT, three rivers that flow westwards were awarded to Pakistan, with India getting

three eastern-flowing rivers. In 2023, Pakistan brought a case to the PCA over the design of Indian
hydropower projects on rivers that were awarded to Pakistan under the treaty.

he court, in its August ruling in the case, said it had jurisdiction over the dispute and ruled the
treaty “does not permit India to generate hydro-electric power on the Western Rivers based on what
might be the ideal or best practices approach for engineering” of these projects. Instead, the design of

these projects must adhere “strictly” to the speci-
fications laid down in the treaty, the court said,
adding that India must generally “let flow” the
waters of the western rivers for Pakistan’s “unre-
stricted use™

The preslden( also reaffirmed Pakistan’s com-
‘mitment to social justice, inclusive development
and global solidarity, emphasising the need to
eradicate poverty, promote decent work and en-
sure equality and human rights for all.

The president expressed full support for the
Doha Political Declaration and highlighted that the
country’s vision for inclusiveness and sustainable
development aligned with the spirit of the declara-
tion. “Pakistan remains steadfast in placing people
at the centre of policy,” President Zardari added.

Showcasing Pakistan’s progress, he cited the
Benazir Income Support Programme (BISP), which
he said had empowered over nine million families
through income assistance, healthcare and educa-
tion. The initiative, he said, was recognised glo-
bally as one of the best social protection models.

He also reaffirmed the country’s commitment
to the Sustainable Development Goals, pledging
to raise literacy to 90 per cent and ensure every
child attended school within five years.

The president also mentioned initiatives such
as the National Youth Internship Programme and
green and resilient housing projects, which aim to
empower young people and strengthen climate re-
silience through nature-based solutions, includ-
ing mangrove restoration.




02

EDITORIAL

‘Wednesday,November.05.2025

QUETTA VOICE

Edito!

Trump’s Peace Plan: Legitimising

Israel’s Occupation

Ziaud Din:
A Peace agreement often
loses_its credibility
when it fails to recognize
the rights of the op-
pressed. This is the case
with President Trump’s
much-surfaced Ghaza
peace plan. Far from be-
ing a genuine step to-
ward peace, it presents
a surrender document
that legitimizes Israel’s
long-standing occupa-
tion of Palestine. Sadly,
this so-called peace plan
was endorsed by major
Muslim countries, in-
cluding Pakistan.

While standing
with Trump, Netanyahu,
accused of war crimes,
accepted the plan and
also threatened to finish
the job if Hamas does
not accept the plan
wholeheartedly. How-
ever, outrage sparked
among various analysts
when  Netanyahu
claimed victory in He-
brew language at Tel
Aviv. The question
arises: How can Trump
propose a plan for peace
without involving an in-
ternational arbitrator—
the United Nations
Organisation? Critics
have rejected this plan
on various grounds.

First, the plan has
no two-state solution. In
fact, it blurs the possi-
bility of an independent
Palestinian state in the
future. Sadly, Netanyahu
has already repudiated
the idea of an indepen-
dent state. Also, Presi-
dent Trump called Pales-
tine recognition by
France, Britain, Canada,
and Spain a reward to
Hamas. So far, the
United States has
stopped Israel from oc-
cupying the West Bank,
but some government
officials of Netanyahu
intended to do so.

Second, Hamas and
the Palestine National
Authority, the only rep-
resentatives of Ghaza
and the West Bank,
have been eliminated in
the process. Even the
United States barred the
Palestinian Authority
from enteringNew York
during the UNGA annual
session. It reflects the
colonial plan because
peace is mutual; it can-
not be imposed at the
dictate of aggressors.
Zahid Hussain in his es-
say pointed out that it
practically brings to an
end the concept of a Pal-
estinian state.

Third, in the post-
war administration, both
Hamas and PA have no
share. The proposed

plan contains the demili-
tarization of Hamas.
They can live in peace-
ful coexistence after
getting amnesty, and
also safe passage will be
given to those who
‘want to exit. What kind
of peace is this, where
those who suffer have
no voice in the deci-
sions that shape their
future? This is total sur-
render to be forced on
the group.

Fourth, this official
instrument lost its cred-
ibility when the UN was
excluded. It discredits
the international organi-
zation. Although the
question are raised
about the ineffective
role of the UN—unable
to stop genocide—its
sanctity must prevail.
Critics always blamed
the United States. For
instance, every time the
US vetoed a resolution
to stop Israel’s evil
deeds.

Fifth, Hamas has
been given the ultima-
tum of 72 hours to ac-
cept the plan. It is not a
plan but a surrender
charter for the group. It
means Hamas has no
choice but to go with
the plan. They are not
consulted on their fate.
The Trump-Netanyahu
plan has fortified Israel
further. It openly advo-
cates for Greater Israel.

Sixth, this plan also
outlines that Ghaza will
be governed by a politi-
cal committee under the
supervision of a Board
of Peace which will be
headed by Donald
Trump and Tony Blair.
Tony Blair, the former
prime minister of the UK
during 2003, had been
widely eriticized for the
invasion of Iraq based
on false claims about
weapons of mass de-
struction. He is regarded
as a war criminal in the
UK as well as in the
Muslim world. There-
fore, his appointment
provoked worldwide
criticism.

Seventh, no future
guarantee is mentioned
in the proposed frame-

work, It fails to prevent
Israel from occupying.
Most lmportanl the
aggressor’s accountabil-
ity has not been out-
lined. In fact, Isracl has
impunity in its every ac-
tion. The President as-
sured Tel Aviv that they
can do what they want i
Hamas rejects the plan.

Eighth, no recogni-
tion, no peace. Durable
peace hinges on the rec-
ognition of Palestine.
Both the US and Isracl
have rejected recogni-
tion. Seemingly, they
have no plan o recog-
nize Palestine in the near
future. The record of his-
tory demonstrates that
illégal occupation and
peace cannot move to-
gether. Peace remains
impossible without an
end to illegal occupa-
tion.

On the positive side
of the plan, ifthis project
is implemented, it will
end ruthless killing and
Ghaza genocide. The aid
blockade will be drawn.
The supporters of this
plan also cited the same
reason. The deputy
prime minister, Ishaq Dar,
also said that the first pri-
ority of Pakistan is to
end uncontrolled killing
of Ghazans. He further
said that we are on a bid
to remove all
Netanyahu’s excuses to
continue war.

In the end, occupa-
tion, annexation, and il-
legal settlements cannot
run with peace. Two
states are the only an-
swer to long-term peace.
This controversial plan
is biased and destined to
crumble.

Ghazans cannot be
left to the mercy of war-
‘mongers. It is a wake-up
call for the United States
and the World to let
Ghazans livea free life in
their own independent
state. Netanyahu's
transgression must not
go with impunity. The
only solution lies in an
independent Palestinian
state.

The writer can be
contacted  through:

dinziaud19@gmail.com

The Future of Pakistan’s Higher Education

Dr. Faisal Ahmed Khan
One year on, the chaos
continues at the highest
institution mandated to
oversee higher educa-
tion in the country. At
the Higher Education
Commission, the current
chairman, Dr. Tari
Binuri, is still battling for
his survival. While Dr.
Binuri might barely com-
plete his term this May,
the future of higher edu-
cation in Pakistan is set
on a downward spiral.

The Higher Educa-
tion Commission had
evolved as an institution
in two decades, assimi-
lating many essential at-
tributes and continually
weeding out ill practices
along the way. Exactly
‘when the institution was
in the middle of its de-
velopment, it was struck
with an unneeded blow
of an arbitrary ordi-
nance. The events that
followed, it has directly
exposed higher educa-
tion to the whims of the
power corridors for
good.

The status of the
Higher Education Com-
mission is fast on its way
to becoming a mere
equivalent of a board of
intermediate and sec-
ondary education over-
seeing tertiary educa-
tion. It is approaching
being completely sub-
sumed in the black hole
of public officialdom.
Perhaps it was frowned
upon as a peculiar case
in the public sector for
its relatively superior
standards in” education
and governance. There-
fore, it was felt that it
needed to be governed
by colleagues who over-
see the rest of the edu- gisparity ingrained in
cation domain. the system up to grade

The role of 12. Asa result, the stan-

dard of higher education
thefederal — (vC0 e Ciilbe. in
government  noway, better than what

enhancedin e have at the primary

. and secondary levels.
HEC affairs Another  conse-
Thisis clear fromthe  quence of the above
fact that the tenure of scenario is that higher
the chairman is reduced ~ education will inspire at-
to twoyears and the role  tention at the helm in the
of the federal govern- provinces. While there
ment has been enhanced  1s 1o harm in overseeing
in the HEC affairs. Inevi- higher education at the
tably, the same wizards ~provincial level, if un-
in the government will = checked, lhlswl]l how-
oversee HEC, who have ~ ever, incur its own heavy
earned some interesting cost—one that is exem-
distinctions for us. For plified in the recent de-
example, according toa  Velopments in
UNICEF pon we have Pakhtunkhwa. Initiating

Education Develop-
ment), not tomention the
evil of evils—the class

— Where Are We Heading

Provincial-level,
higher education
is merely treated
as part of the
riches to
distribute among
the stakeholders of

the government

Similar occurrences
are likely to follow in
other provinces given
the frail existence of the
HEC. At the provincial
level, higher education
is merely treated as part
of the riches to distrib-
ute among the stake-
holders of the govern-
ment. As a result, the
only matters of interest
in higher education will
remain the number of

the d tnum- New withar-
ber of out-of-school chil-  bitrary plans, mysteri-
dren after Nigeria, i.c., ous appointments of
about 22.8 million chil- ey university officials,
dren out of school. Only  increasing political influ-
about 67% of our kids ence in the university
finish primary school; ement, and wreck-
and only 55% of those  ing the already scarce fi-
in grade 5 can solve a nancial resources are
two-digit subtraction amonga few recent pro-
(reported in a survey by ~ceedings in higher edu-
South Asia Forum’ for cationat KPK.

and unjust), promotions
based onkinships, unfair
admissions, undeserved
scholarships, and illegal
award of contracts to
desired contractors.
Anything about institu-
tion making, quality edu-
cation, and impactful re-
search will only be de-
ceptive slogans.

It is not intended
here to establish that
everything has been ex-
quisite in higher educa-
tion in the past. There is
a long list of improve-
ments and reforms that
were still required to up-
hold the actual spirit of
aregulator and patron of
higher education in the
country. Some might ar-
gue that the existing
model in the HEC re-
quired delegation within
the institution instead
of concentration of
power with the chair-
man. A more inclusive
model of working with
the universities and the
provinces was required.
Therefore, a reflection
within the institution

was needed instead of

an intrusion from above.
The advances last year
have only made things
worse.

The push for a
subdued HEC
will cause more
than just saying
goodbye to Dr.
Binuri

The push for a sub-
dued HEC will cause
more than just saying
goodbye to Dr. Binuri. It
will undo the progress
made in the sector in the
last two decades. Univer-
sities will only become

lominions of politicians
and the bureaucracy
with bountiful interests
for them.

Yet we can hope
that it is still not too late
for the new government
torealize the damage al-
ready done.

The stature of the
HEC should be restored
to its original form with
a plan of enabling the
team within the institu-
tion and promoting the
inclusive participation
of academics and stake-
holders from across the
country.

Political interests
and enmities should be
set aside for the sake of
our youth and future
generations.

Socrates has
summed it well: “The se-
cret of change is to fo-
cus all your energy, not
on fighiing the old, but
on building the new.”

MehfoozAli Khan
As Secretary of Finance,
Ihad initiated a case for
getting Balochistan in
PPL, the biggest oil and
s producing com-

any.
This company owes all
its assets based on
Balochistan’s Sui Gas
Field. Unfortunately, po-
litical leadership didn’t
press for its due share.

Here is my analysis
of PPL from inception.
Recenl developments

have not been captured,
but it tells the story.

Overview

Pakistan Petroleum
Limited (PPL) has been
amajor player in the en-
ergy sector since the
mid-1950s.

As a major supplier
ofnatural gas, PPL today
contributes over 20 per-
cent of the country’s to-
tal natural gas supplies
besides producing crude
oil, Natural Gas Liquid,
and Liquefied Petroleum
Gas.

Th ’s his-

PPL

production of oil and
natural gas resources.
PPL employ-
ees were allot-
ted 12 percent
shares from the
government’s
equity
In September 1997,
BOC disinvested from
the Exploration and Pro-
duction (E&P) sector
worldwide and'sold its
equity in PPL to the
Government of Pakistan
(GOP). Subsequently,
the government re-
duced its holding
through an initial pub-
lic offer in June 2004,
which was further de-
creased with the initia-
tion of the Benazir Em-
ployees Stock Option
Scheme (BESOS) in Au-
gust 2009 when PPL
employees were allotted
12 percent shares from
the government’s eq-
ity More ecently, GoP

and the Case of Balochistan

about 68 percent, PPL
Employees Empower-
‘ment Trust which has ap-
proximately 7 percent,
and private investors,
which hold nearly 25 per-
cent. PPL has acquired
100 percent

shareholding of MND
E&P Limited, a company
England

tory can be traced back
to the establishment of
a public limited company
in June 1950,

with major
shareholding by Burma
il Company (BOC) of
the United Kingdom for
exploration, prospect-
ing, development, and

further

percent shares, amund
3.55 percent of the total
paid-up capital, in PPL
through  Secondary
Public Offering in 2014.
Currently, the
company’s
shareholding is divided
between the govern-
ment, which owns

and Wales. The name of
the subsidiary has been
changed to PPL Europe
E&P Limited.

PPL operates
eight producing
fields across the

country

The company has (he country at Sui
also established a (Pakistan’s largest gas
wholly-owned subsid- field), Adhi, Kandhkot,
iary, PPLAsia E&P B.V. Chachar, Mazarani,
with a corporate seat in  Adam, Adam West and
Amsterdam, Kingdom of - Shadad and holds work-
Netherlands. The sub- ing interest in fﬁeen
sidiary will focus on the ~partner-operated pi
exploration and produc- ~ ducing fields, mcludmg
tion of oil and gas in the Qadirpur the country’s
region. PPL has as- second-largest gas field.
signed its interest in As a major stake-
Block 8, Iraq, under the ~ holder in securing a safe
Explorauon Develop- energy future for the
ment, and Production country, PPL pursues an
Service Contract with aggressive exploration
Midland Oil Company, ~agenda aimed at enhanc-
Iraq to PPL Asia E&P  ing hydrocarbon recov-
BV ery and replenishing re-
PPL operates eight serves. PPL together
producing fields across with its subsidiaries has

aportfolio of 47 explora-
tion assets of which the
company operates 27,
including one contract
in Iraq, while 20 blocks,
comprising three off-
shore leases in Pakistan
and two onshore con-
cessions in Yemen, are
operated by joint venture
partners.
PPL has
developed a
reliable
foundation and
infrastructure
for providing
clean and safe

energy

Over the years, PPL
has developed areliable
and infra-

vices and Projects de-
partments, Mazarani,
Adhi and Kandhkot
fields, Sui Field Gas
Ccrmpressor Station, Sui
Production, Sui Field
Engineering and Sui Pu-
rification stand certified
for 1SO 9001 Quality
Management System.
Similarly, Kandhkot,
Mazarani and Adhi
fields, Sui Production,
Sui Field Gas Compres-
sor Station, Sui Field
Stores, Sui Field Engi-
neering and Drilling and
Well Engineering, De-
sign and Construction,
Projects, Health, Safety
and Environment and
Exploration departments
and Sui Field Hospital
have been certified for
1SO 14001 Environmen-
tem

structure for providing
clean and safe energy
through sustainable ex-
ploitation of indigenous
natural resources while
adhering to best prac-
tices of corporate gover-
nance and employee
health and safety and
constraining the eco-
logical footprint of its
operations. As a result,
Monitoring and Inspec-
tion, Design and Con-
struction, Drilling and
Well Engineering, Joint
Operations, Operational
Technical Support Ser-

al ys!

and OHSAS 18001 Oc-

cupational Health and

Safety Assessment Se-

ries. Sui Purification is

also certified for OHSAS
1

Currently
Government of
Pakistan holds
68% Shares out
of total shares

outstanding

of 676.95%

Current Year

Current Financial
position of PPL, Cur-
rently Government of
Pakistan holds 68%
Shares out of total
shares outstanding of
676.95% Current Year the
Company paid 80% divi-
dend to shareholders
and government of Pa-
kistan got Rs.36.826 bil-
lion as Dividend The net
Profit registered by the
company was Rs.30.0
Billion, Government also
earned billions in tax rev-
enue as well.

The government of
Balochistan only got
slightly above Rs.3.0 bil-
lion as Royalty from the
Sui field Legal position
Legally after 18th Con-
stitutional Amendment,
Article 172(3), province
of Origin should have an
equal share in the profit
of il and gas companies
operating in a province.
In this case, no such ar-
rangement has yet been
made even after a lapse
of 10 years. So it is the
right of the province to
claim its share in hold-
ing and profits of the
company.

The company di-
vested 5%shares to the
public in 2014 and the
government
Balochistan was not
consulted in violation of
the Constitution.
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APHC-AJK ays tribute to martyr leader Dr. Ghulam Qadir Wani

ISLAMABAD (INP): A
solemn prayer meeting
was organized in
Islamabad by the All
Parties Hurriyat Confer-
ence Azad Jammu and
Kashmir (APHC-AJK)
chapter to mark the mar-

the Kashmiri
movement.
The event was
chaired by Ghulam
Muhammad Safi, the
Conyener APHC-AJK.
During the ceremony,
speakers hailed Dr.

teedom” mir freedom struggle,
describing him a symbol
of resilience and unwa-
vering commitment.
They paid rich tributes
to his invaluable contri-
butions to the cause.

In his address,

but also an intellectual,
ideological, and organi-
zational figure who de-
voted his entire life to the
Kashmir freedom move-
ment. He pointed out
that Dr. Wani had served

not only a political leader™ and Kashmir,

later
joined Jamaat-e-Islami
in occupied Kashmir,
and subsequently be-
came Chairman of the
Islamic Students
League, providing the
youth of Kashmir with

Safi further stressed
that Dr. Wani's contribu-
tions not only strength-
ened the political aspect
of the freedom movement
but had also established
a strong intellectual and
cultural foundation. He

one whose legacy can-
not be erased. Safi reaf-
firmed the Kashmiri
people’s unwavering
resolve to carry forward
the mission of their mar-
tyrs to its logical con-
clusion, regardless of

and a special supplica-
tion for the elevation of
the souls of Dr. Ghulam
Qadir Wani and all other
martyrs of Kashmir. The
event was attended by
senior Hurriyat leaders,
including Muhammad

tyrdom anniversary of Ghulam Qadir Wani as GhulamMuhammadSafi as an active Nazim-e- ideological, political, note that leaders like Dr. the challenges ahead. Farooq Rehmani, General
Dr. Ghulam Qadir Wani,  the ideological architect emphasized that Dr. Aala (president) of the and organizational di- Wani are an inseparable ceremony Secretary Advocate
a prominent leader of and a pillar of the Kash- Ghulam Qadir Wani was Jamait-c-Talaba Jammu _rection. part of Kashmir's history, concluded with prayers _Pervez Ahimed.

—
(QUETTA: Quetta: ctor General Public Relations Balochistan Muhammad Noor Khetran is handing]
over a drone camera and other equipment to Deputy Director Public Relations Naik Muhammad

,100 Indian Sikhs reach Pakistan for
Guru Nanak birth anniversary

NOROWAL (INP):
Around 2,100 Sikh pil-
grims from India arrived
in Pakistan to partici-
pate in events marking
the 556th birth anniver-
sary of Baba Guru Nanak
Dev Ji, with commemo-
rations being held under
the supervision of the
Evacuee Trust Property
Board.

The pilgrims were
warmly received at the
Wagah border by ETPB
Chairman Dr Sajid
Mehmood Chauhan,
Additional Secretary
(Shrines) Nasir
Mushnq and Pakistan

Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee
President Sardar
Ramesh Singh Arora.
Senior Sikh leaders, in-
cluding Jathedar Akal
Takht Kaldeep Singh
Gargaj, SGPC group
leader Bibi Gurinder
Kaur, and Delhi Sikh
Gurdwara Management
Committee representa-
tive Ravinder Singh
Sawhney, were also

rain in most districts of said
Punjab starting today,
with showers likely i
continue until Novem-

toms formalities, the pil-
grims departed for
Gurdwara Janam Asthan
in Nankana Sahib via
special buses.

'he main ceremony
tomark the birth anniver-
sary will be held on No-
vember 5 at Gurdwara
Janam Asthan, where
federal and provincial
ministers are expected to
attend. All gurdwaras in
Nankana Sahib, includ-
ing the birthplace of
Baba Guru Nanak, have
been decorated with illu-
minated displays for the
celebrations. Security
and medical arrange-
ments, including Rescue
1122 and ETPB medical
teams, along with backup
generators, have been
put in place.

The pilgrims will
visit multiple religious
sites during their 10-day
stay and will return to
Indiaon November 13. Dr
Sajid Mehmood
Chauhan welcomed the
visiting devotees, say-
ing Pakistan is honoured

jor urban centers,”
DG Kathia.

Despite the fore-
cast, Lahore remains
shrouded in dense smog
today, with air pollution
reaching dangerous lev-
els, according to the lat-
est air quality data.

The city’s Air Qual-
ity Index (AQI) currently
stands at 440, which is
calegonzed as “hazard-

TS,

A PDMA spokes-
person said the rain
spell could help improve
air quality and lower
temperatures across the
province.

According to the
PDMA, rain is expected
in Lahore, Rawalpindi,
Murree, Galiyat, Attock,
Talagang, Jhelum, and
Sargodha, while
Khushab, Gujranwala,
Sialkot, and Narowal are
also likely to receive
showers.

The PDMA also
predicted snowfall in
Murree, Galiyat, and
other hillyregions, mark-
ing the beginning of the
winter weather season in
upper Punjab.

PDMA Director
General Irfan Ali Kathia
stated that temperatures
across Punjab are ex-
pected to drop signifi-
cantly following the

2

" The concentration
of harmful chemicals in
the air has been mea-
sured at 59% higher than
World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) guidelines,
posing serious health
risks to residents.

Pollution levels are
particularly severe in
central Lahore.

The highest smog
readings have been re-
corded in Gulberg and
surrounding areas at 726
AQI followed by Johar
Town (700), Iqbal Town
(696), Model Town (609),
Township (607), and De-
fence Road and nearby

present. to host Sikh pilgrims for ~rain, He added that the localitics (602).
Speaking on the this sacred occasion.  possiblerainfall will help  Environmental ex-
occasion, | © Nasir  Light rain forecast disperse smog, which perts war that such high

Mushtaq said pilgrims
are being provided ac-
commodation, meals,
transport, and medical
facilities during their
stay. After completing
immigration and cus-

Pakistan, Switzerland reaffirm
commitment to strengthen cooperation
in education and development

ISLAMABAD
(INP): State Minister
for Federal Education

across Punjab, to case has reached alarming
levels in Lahore and
surrounding arcas.
“Rains will not only
bring down the tempera-
ture but also reduce the
intensity of smog in ma-

pollution levels can
cause respiratory and
cardiovascular issues,
especially among chil-
dren, the elderly, and
people with pre-existing
health conditions.

mog
LAHORE, Nov 04
NP): The Provincial
saster Management
Authority (PDMA)
Punjab has forecast light

across all levels of
education.
She appreciated

ing, research, and
sustainable devel-
opment, said a press

Switzerland’s willing-
ness to strengthen bi-
lateral engagement in

and  Professional release issued here. Switzerland’s support areas of mutual inter-
Training, Wajiha They emphasized the for global education est, mcludmg sustain-
Qamar, met with, For- importance of knowl- and P! pro- able and in-

LHC orders complete ban over
commercial activities on Sunday

LAHORE (INP):
The Lahore High
Court has ordered a
complete ban over
commercial activities
on Sunday while
hearing the smog and
environmental pollu-
tion case.

The bench while
hearing the case on
Tuesday also directed
for strict compliance
of the order about the
wedding halls’ clo-
sure at 10 in the night.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Lahore Musa
Raza appeared in the
court and produced a
notification with re-

gard to closure of mar-
kets and restaurants at
10 PM. “Only issu-
ance of notification is
not sufficient, it should
also be enforced
strictly,” the bench
said. Justice Shahid
Karim said that the ban
orders aimed at ad-
dressing increasing pol-
lution and smog in the
atmosphere.

Wasa lawyer
Mian Irfan Akram told
the court that the sew-
erage system is being
changed. The bench
directed the depart-
ment to submit report
over the details of the

Wasa projects and
their timeline.

The courtalso or-
dered presence of a
director level officer
of the environment
department in each
hearing of the case.

The bench ad-
journed further hear-
ing of the case until

over non-compliance
of restaurants’ work-
ing hours.

Justice  Shahid
Karim said that this
court working for
redressal of smog is-
sues since last seven
year. “The court pro-
ceeding is not against
anyone but to guide and

November 07. assist the government,”
The LHC on Justice Karim said.
Monday expressed its The court observed

that the cause of 70
percent pollution in the
city, has been trans-
port. “Instead of alleg-
ing others, we have to
correct ourselves,” the
Judge said.

dissatisfaction over
the government’s
measures to address
the menace of smog,
expressed concern
over increasing air
pollution and resented

CPEC

ISLAMABAD (INP):
First electric railway
transportation project
under China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor
(CPEC) “The Orange
Line Metro Rail
(OLMT)” Lahore cel-
ebrated its 5th year of
successful operation
with a grand event or-
ganized at its Head Of-
fice, Depot
Harbanspura, Gwadar
Pro reported on Tues-

ay.

¥ The celebration
marked five years of
safe, efficient, and un-
mlen‘upled operations,
symbolizing the strong
and growing friendship
between Pakistan and
China.

On the occasion, in
his speech Chinese
Consul General Lahore
Zhao Shiren com-
mended the Lahore Or-
ange Line Metro Rail for
its five years of safe and
efficient operation and
extended congratula-
tions to all stakehold-
ers. He highlighted that

metro train celebrated
5 years of successful operation

the project exemplifies
the professional partner-
ship and joint venture
spirit between China and
Pakistan, rejecting the
notion that it was merely
a“gift.”

He emphasized that
it represents mutual in-
vestment, transparency,
and shared responsibil-
ity for the well - being of
citizens.

in public welfare nd ins

frastructure, aligning

them with China’s own

development goals under

the new 15th Five- Year
lan.

“This is not only an
infrastructure project but
a welfare initiative that
enhances people’s qual-
ity oflife,

reduces environ-
mental pollution, and
symbolizes the deep -
rooted brotherhood be-
tween our two nations.”

He concluded by
assuring China’s contin-
ued support for all devel-
opmental initiatives in

Punjab, Orange Line
Metro Train Lahore
CEO Tan Zidong, em-
phasized that the Or-
ange Line was not
merely a transport
roject, but a living
symbol of cooperation,
perseverance, and
friendship between
China and Pakistan.

He added that the
Orange Line team faced
and overcome chal-
lenges such as nation-
wide blackouts, politi-
cal unrest, and extreme
weather conditions, yet
maintained uninter- segment, a commemora-
rupted service for the tive plaque celebrating
people of Lahore. 270 million Passengers

“Pakistan has be- was unveiled, marking
come my second home. another historic achieve-
My children have ment in Lahore’s urban
grown up here, and I transport.
love its people, culture, The milestone was
and spirit. May the followed by a cake- cut-
friendship between ting ceremony , symbol-
China and Pakistan re- izing five years of unity,
main everlasting,” he teamwork, and progress.
added. Guests and staffthen en-

The event was at- joyed a light refreshment
tended by a distin- break before the start of
guished gathering of the entertainment seg-
government officials, ment.

Chinese dignitaries, orga-
nizational leaders, and
media representatives.

The arrangements
reflected elegance, pro-
fessionalism, and cultural
harmony, creating a fes-
tive and memorable atmo-
sphere.

A special award and
appreciation ceremony
was held to recognize the
contribution of key orga-
nizations and individuals
who supported the Or-
ange Line’s successful
operations.

After the awards

Pakistan to bring diverse exports
and digital vision to 8th CIIE

SHANGHATI (INP): Pa-
Kistan is set to present
a diverse range of ex-
port products while ad-
vancing its digital coop-
eration goals at the 8th
China International Im-
port Expo (CIIE), run-
ning from November 5
to 10, China Economic
Net (CEN) reported on
Tuesday.

‘With more than 20
participating compa-
nies, the country will

natural kunzite certified
by the Guinness World
Records — demonstrat-
ing the unique treasures

Pakistan has to offer.”
Beyond traditional
trade, Pakistan s actively
pursting a digital trans-
formation partnership
with China. The consul
general pointed to the
B2B invest-

ion shows, music festi-
vals, film events and cu-
linary promotions. As
the 8th CIIE prepares to
open, Pakistan's multi-

TENDER NOTICE

faceted participation —
spanning traditional ex-
ports, digital collabora-
tion and cultural engage-

ment.
2,
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ment conference held in
Beijing in September this
year where numerous

eign Minister of Swit-
zerland, Ignazio
Cassis on the sidelines
of the 43rd Session of
the UNESCO Gen-
eral Conference in
Samarkand,
Uzbekistan.

During the meet-
ing, both sides dis-
cussed avenues to
enhance bilateral co-
operation in educa-
tion, vocational train-

edge exchange, inno-
vation, and institutional
lmkages toequip youth
with  future-ready
skills. Wajiha Qamar
highlighted Pakistan’s
ongoing re-
forms focused on in-
clusive learning, digital
literacy, and skill devel-
opment, underscoring
the government’s com-
mitment to improving
access and quality

grams and expressed
Pakistan’s interest in
expanding collabora-
tion in the technical
and higher education
sectors. Ignazio

novation-led growth.

The meeting con-
cluded with both sides
expressing their re-
solve to deepen coop-
eration under
UNESCO’s frame-
work and to continue
working together to-
ward achieving the
Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs),
particularly SDG-4 on
quality ed

assis ack
Pakistan’s active role
at UNESCO and
praised its efforts in
promoting equitable
education and capac-
ity-building initiatives.
He reaffirmed

traditional
specialties including
handicrafts, marble, fur-
niture, apparel, carpets
and jewelry, demon-
strating the breadth of
its manufacturing capa-
bilities.

Pakistan's continu-
ous presence at the
expo reflects the nation's
trade ambitions. Ac-
cording to Pakistani
Consul General in
Shanghai  Shehzad
Ahmad Khan, "Paki-

of under-
standing and joint ven-
ture intentions were
signed between Paki-
stani and Chinese ICT
companies, especially
from the Yangtze River
Delta region. "These
digital transformation ini-

Fander Fas 1030 PR

tiatives are
rapidly, with full imple-
mentation expected
within one to two years,"

he stated, adding that
Pakistan firmly believes
in China's leadership in

stani re in-

1 1 innova-
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creasingly opting for
larger, customized
stands to maximize their
market impact, which re-
flects growing confi-
dence in the CIIE plat-
form." While the Trade
Development Authority
of Pakistan (TDAP)
maintains its support
for small and medium
enterprises through the
national pavilion, the
rising private sector in-
volvement signals a ma-
turing business ap-
proach. Among the no-
table participants is
Winsa, a Pakistani jew-
elry brand with opera-
tions in China, celebrat-
ing its seventh year at
CIIE. The diplomat high-
lighted their special
showcase: "This year,
they are exhibiting a

tion. Recent economic
data have confirmed the
strengthening of China-
Pakistan trade relations.
During the first quarter of
FY2025-2026, Pakistan's
exports to the Yangtze
River Delta (YRD) region
surged 21.1% year-on-
yeartoreach $297 million,
with total trade with the
region standing at $2.69
billion. Noting this com-
mercial momentum, the
consul general stressed
that robust economic ties
should be further under-
pinned by strong
people to-people ties.
ade and invest-
ment cannot flourish
without human interac-
tion," he affirmed, outlin-
inga full calendar of cul-
tural exchanges in
Shanghai including fash-
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Amendments essential for improvement in constitution: Rana Sanaullah

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Prime Minister’s Ad-
viser on Political Affairs
Rana Sanaullah has said
that while a country’s
constitution is a sacred
document, it is not the
“final word”.
Speaking to the
media, he noted that the

Constitution of Paki-
stan has undergone 26
amendments so far,
emphasizing that any
further

change is possible
whenever two-thirds
of parliament agrees.

“Changing times
and circumstances of-

ten require amend-
ments to improve gov-
ernance and balance
powers. Political pro-
cesses never stop,
debate and discus-
sion on different issues
are essential features of
democracy,” he said.
Rana Sanaullah

‘went on to say that the
proposed 27th Consti-
tutional Amendment is
needlessly being por-
trayed as a "storm",
whereas it

posed no threat to
democracy or the po-
litical system.

The senior PML-N

tion of resources be-
tween the federation
and provinces. He
added that there is now
a need to create a bet-
ter balance between the
centre and the prov-
inces.

“The defense bud-
get is not only the re-

leader clarified that
there is no immediate
plan to introduce a
27th Amendment, but
consultations among
parliamentarians
and political parties are
ongoing on various is-
sues. He stressed that
the Pakistan Muslim

League-Nawaz has no

objection to the
18th ~ Amendment,
which was unani-
mously passed by all
political parties at the
time. Discussing the
18th Amendment, Rana
Sanaullah said it prima-
rily deals with distribu-

sponsibility of the fed-
eral government bul
also of the provinces,”
he said, noting that af-
ter defense expendi-
tures and debt repay-
ments, the federal
government’s available
resources become lim-
ited.

ISLAMABAD Chairman Capital Development Amhonty (CDA) Mohammed Al| Randhawa, called|
on Acting President Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani at the Aiwan-e-Sadr.

CPEC's 2x330 MW
Thar Power Projects reach
completion milestone

ISLAMABAD (INP):

ments were formally con-~ able profits and comple- ~possible value.”

The lenders of two 330-  veyed to the Pakistan tion of procedural ap- Hubco  directly
megawatt coal-fired Stock Exchange (PSX) provals,” noting that holds 60 percent shares
power projects in Thar, onNovember 3 by F] the milestone “demon- in TEL, and indirectly,
developed under the HUBCO, and Thal Lim- strates FFC’s commit- through its wholly
China—Pakistan Eco- ited, the key stakehold- ment to protect the inter- owned subsidiary Hub
nomic Corridor (CPEC), ers in the Thar energy ests of its shareholders Power Holdings Limited,
have declared the Project ~ complex. and giving them the best  38.3 percent shares in
Completion Date (PCD) In its dlsLlu;urc possible value.” TN. Both projects are
onOctober 31,2025, ac- FFC stated, “We are In a similar filing, recognized as priority

Hubco confirmed that
the lenders of both TEL
and TN had announced
their completion dates,
calling it “a monumental
occasion” for the com-
pany and its investors.
The statement read:
“The declaration of PCD
for both TELand TN is a
monumental occasion
for the Company as it
will enable TEL and TN
to pay dividend to their
shareholders
achievement of PCD fur-
ther  demonstrates
Hubco’s commitment to
protect the interests of
its shareholders and
giving them the best

cording to filings made
by Fauji Fertilizer Com-
pany Limited (FFC), The
Hub Power Company
Limited (HUBCO), and
Thal Limited to the Paki-
stan Stock Exchange
(PSX). According to of-
ficial documents avail-
able with Gwadar Pro,
lenders of Thar Energy
Limited (TEL) and Thal
Nova Power Thar (Pri-
vate) Limited (TN) have
declared the occurrence
of the PCD for their re-
spective 2x330 MW
mine-mouth coal-fired
power plants on October
31,2025.

The

pleased to inform you
that the lenders of Thar
Energy Limited (TEL)
have declared the occur-
rence of Project Comple-
tion Date’ of the 330 MW
power plant on October
31,2025 ... TELisamine-
mouth coal-fired IPP op-
erating in Thar, which
successfully achieved
Commercial Operations
Date on October 1, 2022.
FFC holds 30 percent
shares in TEL.”

The  company
added that the declara-
tion “will enable TEL to
pay dividend to its
shareholders subject to
availability of distribut-

projects under CPEC, re-
flecting their strategic
importance in Pakistan’s
power development
agenda. Thal Limited,
another leading investor
in the Thar power clus-
ter, also informed the
PSX that lenders of Thal
Nova Power Thar (Pri-
vate) Limited (TN) had
declared the project
complete on October 31,
2025. Its official state-
ment said: “TN is a mine-
mouth coal-fired IPP op-
erating in Thar, which
successfully achieved
Commercial Operations
Date on February 17,
2023.

=
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PAK-Afghan confrontation
more than a bilateral dispute

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan-Afghanistan
confrontation is more
than a bilateral dispute,
as it might have a wide-
ranging impact on re-
gional Tevel as well as
affecting international
peace as a whole.

Stakeholders
needed to sit together to
set aside the raising
conflict, lowering the
temperature between the
two sides.

Regional analysts
view the confrontation
as more than a bilateral
dispute. The whole sce-
nario should be looked
into the background of
Pakistan’s closer

attacks launched from
Khyber Pass cr Afghan soil and has tied
linking Pakistan’s any durable truce to
Khyber district wnh Kabul taking action
Afghanistan’s against the Tehreek-i-
Nangarhar, has since Taliban Pakistan.
been partially reopened “We have a
to allow Afghan nation-  ceasefire agreement as
als to return. long as there is no vi
Pakistan resumed lation,” Defence Minis-
limited movementon the ~ ter Khawaja Muhammad
1st of November to let Asif said on the 20th
stranded Afghans cross  October, ddding that the
back under its repatria- truce “hinges” on curb-
tion plan, while commer- ing attacks from acro
cial traffic remained the border. In a later in-
shut. Mediators said terview he warned that,
both sides agreed in iftalks fail, Pakistan has
Istanbul to keep the the “option of open
truce in place and to set  war.” The Taliban admin-
upamechanismto moni- istration firmly denies
tor and verify alleged harbouring anti-Pakistan

reshaping of influence in Torkham, the main
Central Asia. In this con-
text, any perception of
disproportionate force
or legally ambiguous ac-
tions could complicate
Islamabad’s diplomacy
aswell.

It heartening to
note that Pakistan and
Afghanistan remain in a
fragile calm after mid-
October ground clashes
and Pakistani airstrikes,
including inside Af-
chanistan, were followed
by a ceasefire mediated
by Qatar and Tiirkiye
and announced in Doha
on the 19th of October.
UN monitors urged “a
lasting end to hostili-

counter-terrorism coor- ties” after recording at ceasefire violations, in- militants.
dination with the United least 18 killed and more ~cluding cross-border In Doha, spokes-
States sits alongside its than 360 wounded on fire, incursions and sup-  man Zabihullah Mujahid

the 16th of October.

The heaviest fight-
ing was reported around
Spin Boldak in Kandahar
and parts of Paktika, un-
derscoring how quickly
the frontier can tip from
skirmishes to wider con-
frontation.

strategic and economic
ties with China, includ-
ing plans to extend con-
nectivity through west-
ern corridors.

The frontier’s sta-
bility will not be read
without the lens of US.
China competition and a

GDA showcases Gwadar's
Maritime potential, blue economy
vision at PIMEC 2025

KARACHI (INP): The
Gwadar Development
Authority (GDA) has
spotlighted Gwadar’s
transformation into a re-
gional maritime and eco-
nomic hub at the Paki-
stan International Mari-
time Expo and Confer-
ence (PIMEC 2025), em-
phasizing the port city’s
strategic role and Blue
Economy potential un-
der Pakistan’s coastal
development vision.

The second edition

port for militants.

The consequences
for non-compliance are
to be decided at the next
meeting on the 6th of
November.

Islamabad claims
that the confrontation
stemmed from militant

said “neither country
will take hostile actions
against the other” and
that there would be no
support _for groups at-
tacking Pakistan.
Reports indicate a
high civilian toll inside
Afghanistan.

Gwadar Proreported on

the Blue Economy.”

GDA’s display fea-
tures development mod-
els and visuals of ongo-
ing infrastructure and and opportunity,” the
coastal sustainability GDA statement said.
projects, st “Through platforms like
Gwadar’s potential inlo- PIMEC, we are promot-
gistics, fisheries, and ing the city’s potential
fourism. while fostering regional

The statement integration and sustain-
noted that visitors’ re- able )
sponse was “over-
whelmingly positive,”
with many acknowledg-
ing the port city’s grow-

pared with4 to 7 percent
in other maritime nations.

“Gwadar’s story is
one of transformation

Tuesday.

Representing GDA,
Deputy Director of
Town Planning Abdul
Razaq s leading the del-
egation,
by Nasir Raja and Engi-
neer Nazia Baloch.

The GDA pavilion
drew wide attention from
visitors, investors, and
experts eager to learn
about Gwadar’s devel-
opment under the Smart
Port (,ny Master Plan

o
PIMEC 2025 fea-
tures business-to-bus
ness (B2B) and bus
ness-to-government

of PIMEC was inaugu- 2050.“Our participation ing importance in (B2G) meetings and the
rated by Federal Minis- at PIMEC reflects Pakistan’s maritime International Maritime
ter for Planning and De-  Gwadar’s rising profile  cconomy. Conference organized

High-quality sesame seeds are
bearing fruit across Pakistan

ISLAMABAD (INP): A&F University
“This year’s sesame va- (NWAFU), whom Arif
rieties were selected by referred to the Chinese
the expert, and with the ~expert, co-founded the
accompanying planting Silk Road Bio-Health
techniques, my sesame  Agriculture Industry Al-
is now of high quality liancein2017.
and high yield, which From the initial
can also be exported to  three Pakistani member
generate income,” China  units, it has now grown
Economic Net (CEN) re- to 13 member institu-
ported on Tuesday. tions covering
Sesame is one of Pakistan’s main agricul-
Pakistan’s traditional tural production areas,
crops, with Punjab prov- continuously expanding
ince as the largest thebridge for Sino-Paki-
sesame-producing re-  stani agricultural science
gion in Pakistan. and technology coop-
Historically, local eration.
varieties have suffered Today, the two
from slightly weaker re- countries have estab-
sistance to adverse con- lished a cooperative
ditions, lower yields, framework with
and significant annual Faisalabad Agricultural
yield fluctuations. University and Ayub
In the fields of Agricultural Research
Sahiwal, Arif Rafiq Institute as the demon-
Farista could be seen stration areas, as well as
busy putting bags of the Islamabad Pakistan
plump sesame seeds Agricultural Research
into storage, with joy Council, Rawalpindi Dry
evident on his face. Agriculture University,
Professor Zhang and Sindh Agricultural
Lixin from Northwest University as the main

entities.

“After repeated ex-
periments, our team has
successively screened
out three sesame variet-
ies, SZ02, SZ06, and
SZ07, which can in-
crease yield by more
than 40% compared with
local varieties; the three
local suitable varieties,
TS3, TS5, and TH6, have
increased yield by more
than 20% compared with
the control group variet-
ies,” Zhang told CEN.

From compost to
bio-nano fertilizer, from
tillage to bio-stubble
mulching and no-till
technology;  from
flatland planting to ridge
planting, improving
drainage while increas-
ing root aeration...

Dr. Rana Ashar and
Dr. Saad Ahmed, who
are in charge of sesame
field management, gave
a detailed introduction
to the various new tech-
nologies introduced by
the Chinese team.
“Thanks to Professor

Zhang’s team, and rely-
ing on the joint oilseed
laboratory of the Ayub
Agricultiral Research
Institute and the joint
bio-health smart agricul-
ture laboratory of
Faisalabad Agricultural
University, we have in-
troduced” high-quality
Chinese sesame variet-
ies and supporting cul-
tivation techniques,
thus led the formulation
and release of the Paki-
stan Bio-Health Sesame
Production Technology
Standards,” said Dr.
Rana Ashar.

The contract farm-
ing model promoted by
China Machinery Engi-
neering Corporation
(CMEC) in Pakistan has
also contributed a lot to
the local sesame indus-
try. Within the bilateral
supply chain, harvested
sesame seeds undergo
primary processing at
CMEC’s processing
plants, followed by sam-
pling and quality festing
ina jointly built lab.

tic Scmccs KS:\SnlchAIJnM:r at Expo Centre on the sidelines of PIMEC -2025.

ith Minister for’

Ahsan Iqbal
at the Karachi Expo Cen-

as a smart, sustainable
port city at the cross-
roads of global trade
routes,” GDA said in a
statement  released
Monday.

“We aim to high-
light Gwadar’s rapid
transformation, its geo-
economic significance,
and the immense oppor-
tunities offered through

During the inaugu-
ration, Ahsan Igbal high-
lighted Pakistan’s vast
‘maritime domain, noting
its “1,000-kilometer
coastline and an Exclu-
sive Economic Zone of
‘nearly 290,000 square ki-
lometers.” He added that ~perts to explore strate-
the maritime sector con- ~ gies for unlocking mari-
tributes “less than one time resources
percent” to GDP, com-  sustainably.

by the National Institute
of Maritime Affairs
(NIMA).

The conference,
themed “Harnessing
Blue Economy Potential
for Sustainable Devel-
opment,” gathers ex-

tre.

Organized by the
Pakistan Navy, the four-
day event runs through
November 6, bringing
together participants
from more than 44 coun-
ries to promote maritime
cooperation, innova-
tion, and investment,

=

i as the Chief Guest at the |
IMEC), organized a the Expo Center Karachiby

Mohmand HPP achieves key
construction milestones in October

ISLAMABAD (INP): MW hydropower
The Mohmand Hydro- project will produce ap-
power Project, a flagship proximately2.86 billion
venture under the China- kilowatt-hours (kWh) of
Pakistan Economic Cor- renewable electricity
tidor (CPEC), each year.

has achieved three Beyond power gen-
‘major engineering mile- eration, the project will
stones this October, un- provide over 140 million
derscoring  rapid cubic meters of clean
progress toward its tar» drinking water annually,

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and Re

This step will en-
hance the project’s over-
all construction effi-
ciency and allow for
faster water diversion
management during sub-
sequent phases.
Concrete pouring at
the dam’s high toe block
has also begun, marking
the project’s transition

ergy Engineering Corpo-
ration (CEEC) and other
local partners. Officials
have praised CEEC’s ad-
vanced engineering
techniques, adherence
to safety protocols, and
efficient construction
management that have
helped maintain steady
progress despite chal-

geted completion in into the peak phase of irrigate more than 16,700 lenging terrain and
2028, Gwadar Pro re- dam construction. In hectares of farmland, weather conditions.
ported on Tuesday. parallel, consolidation and help mitigate flood- Once completed,

According ~ to
project authorities on
Monday, significant
breakthroughs include
the commencement of
lower-level excavation
of the right-bank diver-

grouting for Diversion
Tunnel No. 2 has started,
reinforcing the tunnel
structure to ensure
long-term safety and
stability under high hy-
draulic pressure.

ing in downstream arcas
such as Nowshera,
Charsadda, and
Peshawar.

The Mohmand
Dam is being imple-
mented by the Water

the project is expected
to significantly
strengthen Pakistan’s
water storage and en-
ergy security while pro-
moting sustainable agri-
cultural development

sion tunnel, following Located on the Swat  and Power Develop- and regional resilience
the completion of nearly ~River in Mohmand dis- ment Authority against climate-induced
75 percent of the upper trict  of  Khyber (WAPDA) in collabora- water stress, according

section. Pakhtunkhwa, the 800 tion with the China En-  to Gwadar Pro.




