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KP CM calls for ‘policy shift’
by including stakeholders in
counterterrorism decisions

Internet and Cellular Services
Suspended Across Balochistan Amid

Heightened Security Threats
NEWS DESK: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Min-
ister Sohail Afridi on
Wednesday called for a
“shift” in the Centre’s
counterterrorism poli-
cies by including all
stakeholders in the deci-
sion-making process, as
his government con-
vened a multi-party jirga.

The peace jirga had
been called by the KP
government to discuss
the law and order situa-
tion in KP and discuss
strategies for re-estab-
lishing peace in the prov-
ince. At the previous
jirga held in the Khyber
district on October 25,
CM Afridi had warned
against launching any
new military operation in
the tribal districts.

“I expect that a du-
rable and permanent so-
lution to this menace of
terrorism, which has
been eating away at
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
for more than 20 years,
will be found,” CM Afridi
said while addressing the
moot.

The KP CM called
for a policy shift, which
he said would entail
“coming out of the
closed rooms, consider-
ing other individuals in-
telligent, considering
politicians as wise”, and
including security
forces, stakeholders of
KP, leaders of all politi-
cal parties, and members
of all schools of thought

in the policymaking pro-
cess.

Afridi added that
the policy should not be
a short-term one where
terrorism could see a re-
surgence after a few
years,  but one that
“wipes out the menace
of terrorism from Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa for once
and for all”.

KP Governor Faisal
Karim Kundi, who is
seated on the same
stage as Afridi and oth-
ers, is attending the
event at the invitation of
the provincial govern-
ment. Representatives of
the Centre were also ex-
pected to attend.

The Awami Na-
tional Party (ANP),
Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam-
Fazl (JUI-F) and Jamaat-
i-Islami (JI), all of which
are part of the opposi-
tion in the KP Assembly,

are participating in the
moot as well.

KP Speaker Babar
Saleem Swati is chairing
the jirga, with PTI MNA
Junaid Akbar and PML-
N’s Ibadullah Khan, the
opposition leader in the
KP Assembly, also
seated on the stage.

At the outset of his
remarks, CM Afridi wel-
comed all  attendees
from various segments
of political circles and
civil society.

“We repeatedly
speak of peace, but un-
fortunately, some people
dislike it,” the chief min-
ister said. Noting that
terrorism needed to be
eliminated for peace to
be achieved, CM Afridi
said militancy had not
been eradicated by “de-
cisions taken behind
closed doors and im-
posed on us”.

Qaseem Shah, News
Desk:

QUETTA: Internet and
mobile phone services
have been suspended
for the second consecu-
tive day in various parts
of Balochistan, includ-
ing the provincial capi-
tal Quetta and its subur-
ban areas, due to serious
security threats, sources
in the Home Department
confirmed.

According to offi-
cials, the suspension
was imposed as a pre-
cautionary measure fol-

lowing intell igence
alerts regarding pos-
sible terror activities.
The Home Department
stated that the step aims
to ensure peace and pre-
vent any untoward inci-
dents across the prov-
ince.

Security has been
tightened throughout
Balochistan, particularly
in Quetta, where a heavy
contingent of police,
Frontier Corps (FC), and
other law enforcement
agencies has been de-
ployed. Strict checking

is being carried out at all
entry and exit points of
the provincial capital,
with authorities main-
taining close surveil-
lance on movements in
and out of the city.

The shutdown of
internet and cellular ser-
vices has caused severe
disruption for citizens.
Students, journalists,
doctors, business pro-
fessionals, and other
segments of society
have been among the
worst affected, strug-
gling to carry out routine

Balochistan Government
Temporarily Suspends Transport
Services on Loralai Route (N-70)

Amid Security Concerns

At least 14 security forces
personnel injured in DI

Khan bomb attack

“Our politics is each
of our own, but our
peace is shared,” the
chief minister said, high-
lighting that all political
parties and the public of
the province had given
sacrifices in the war
against terrorism.

“Our security
forces, whether it’s the
army, the police or the
CTD, they all gave sac-
rifices and then peace
was established in
2018,” Afridi noted.

The chief minister
said war should be the
last option for resolving
any issue.

CM Afridi reiterated
the call for KP being
given its complete due
share in the National Fi-
nance Commission
(NFC), which he said
amounted to around
Rs400 billion. He added
that while erstwhile Fed-

tasks due to the commu-
nication blackout.

Meanwhile, several
private educational insti-
tutions in Quetta have
announced temporary
closures until November
16, citing security con-
cerns.

Officials have urged
citizens to remain calm
and cooperate with law
enforcement agencies as
security operations con-
tinue. Services are ex-
pected to be restored
once the threat level de-
creases.

NA passes 27th Amendment Bill in chaotic session attended by political bigwigs
NEWS DESK: The Na-
tional Assembly on
Wednesday passed the
27th Constitutional
Amendment Bill during a
ruckus-marred session
attended by political
heavyweights, includ-
ing Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, PML-N
President Nawaz Sharif
and PPP Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari.

The bill was passed
by a two-way voting pro-
cess — voting by divi-
sion and clause-by-
clause voting. Presented
in the house for voting
by Law Minister Azam
Nazeer Tarar, the bill will
now be referred back to
the Senate for the new
amendments to be de-
bated upon again and
then will be passed by
the upper house.

National Assembly
Speaker Ayaz Sadiq said
the bill received 234
votes in favour and four
against.

Major amendments:
Addition of Federal

Constitutional Court to
list of courts that can-
not ratify act of high trea-
son

Incumbent chief
justice will continue to
be known as the chief
justice of Pakistan (CJP)
during his term

CJP now means the
senior among the chief
justices of the Supreme
Court and Federal Con-
stitutional Court

Speaking on the
occasion, PM Shehbaz
said the house exhibited
solidarity and national
unity was promoted. He
thanked the lawmakers
on his behalf and that of
the nation.

The prime minister
also paid tribute to de-
ceased PML-N senator
Irfan Siddiqui, hailing
him as the “teacher of
teachers”, and lauded
his loyalty to Nawaz.

The premier also
condemned the “das-
tardly” attempt by ter-
rorists to carry out an
incident in Wana, say-

ing the event made one
think of the Army Public
School massacre.
“These khawarij , in
which unfortunately Af-
ghans were also in-
volved, were all sent to

hell and all cadets, stu-
dents and teachers were
safely rescued. I want to
congratulate the nation
on this and want to
thank the army and law
enforcement agencies

who exhibited profes-
sionalism and saved the
nation’s youth,” he
added.

PM Shehbaz also
addressed the suicide
blast in Islamabad and

said it was no hidden
matter now that the hand
of terrorists was plain to
see in such incidents.

Referring to his
statement yesterday in
which he had blamed In-

dian involvement, the
Fitna al-Khawarij and
said

“footprints of Af-
ghanistan are also
seen”, the prime minis-
ter said India had sub-
sequently issued re-
marks rubbishing the al-
legations.

“I don’t need to say
a lot. The terrorists who
abducted a train in
Balochistan, the Jaffer
Express, we brought its
evidence before the
whole world how TTP
and BLA were active
from Afghanistan and
were in contact with ter-
rorists there and also
with their supporters in
India.

“We presented
these facts before the
whole world and no one
challenged or rebutted
them.”

Thus, the prime
minister said the notion
that Pakistan’s terrorist
enemies were not in-
volved in the attacks
was akin to calling day

as night and vice versa.
“I want to say some-

thing with great satisfac-
tion and force to these
terrorist elements and
enemies of Pakistan that
we are fully aware of
your actions and we
have given you a befit-
ting response before and
will do so again as well.”

Referring to the ne-
gotiations with Afghani-
stan in Turkiye, he said
Pakistan had only one
demand in the talks and
for the past two years,
that the Afghan Taliban
rein in terrorist outfits
operating from their soil
and waging attacks here.

He said Pakistan
wanted peace and for
Afghanistan to become
an equal partner in the
endeavour because “we
believe what is good for
Pakistan is good for
them and vice versa but
this cannot happen that
they make false prom-
ises and then don’t
clamp down [on terror-
ists].”

Balochistan Government Temporarily Suspends Transport
Services on Loralai Route (N-70) Amid Security Concerns

Staff Reporter:
QUETTA, November 12,
2025: The Government
of Balochistan has an-
nounced the temporary
suspension of all trans-
port  services on the
Loralai Route (National
Highway N-70) due to
security concerns and to
maintain law and order in
the region. According to
an official statement is-
sued by the Home De-
partment, the suspen-
sion will remain in effect
from November 12 to
November 14, 2025.

The notification
stated that all intercity
transport services, in-
cluding taxis, buses, and
private vehicles, will re-
main halted along the N-
70 route during this pe-
riod. However, the re-
striction will not apply to
local traffic within city or
district limits, allowing

residents to travel for
daily needs within their
respective areas. The
Home Department has
directed all district ad-
ministrations, police,
and relevant authorities
to ensure immediate
implementation of the
decision and make nec-
essary arrangements to
minimize inconvenience
for citizens. Citizens
have been advised to
verify official travel ad-
visories before planning
any journey through the
Loralai route to avoid
possible disruption or
delays. The Balochistan
government expressed
appreciation for public
cooperation and urged
residents to support the
administration in imple-
menting this temporary
measure to preserve
peace and stability
across the province.
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The Future of Pakistan’s Higher Education
– Where Are We Heading

Balochistan Government
Abolishes Levies Force After
142 Years: Historic Merger
with Police Sparks Debate

EDITORIAL:
In a landmark administra-
tive reform, the Govern-
ment of Balochistan has
abolished the historic
Levies Force after 142
years, merging it into the
Balochistan Police. The
decision, approved by
the Balochistan Cabinet,
aims to modernize the
province’s law enforce-
ment system and en-
hance its law and order
capacity — but it has
also sparked reserva-
tions among Levies per-
sonnel and opposition
from several political
parties.

A Force Rooted in
History

The Levies Force of
Balochistan was estab-
lished in 1883 by Sir
Robert Sandeman, the
British political agent
and administrator of the
region. The force’s core
responsibilities included
maintaining law and or-
der, protecting vital in-
stallations, and collect-
ing taxes and livestock
revenue in tribal areas.

For more than a
century, nearly 90 per-
cent of Balochistan’s
area remained under
Levies jurisdiction,
while only 10 percent fell
under the provincial po-
lice. The Levies oper-
ated under Deputy Com-
missioners, Assistant
Commissioners, and rev-
enue officials, forming
an essential pillar of the
province’s tribal admin-
istration and security
network.

Previous Reforms
and Political Reversals

The merger of the
Levies Force into the
police is not unprec-
edented. During the ten-
ure of General Pervez
Musharraf, the force was
initially merged with the

police under then-Chief
Minister Jam
Muhammad Yousaf.
However, the move was
reversed in 2008 by
Nawab Aslam Raisani of
the Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP), restoring
the Levies to their tradi-
tional structure.

Now, more than a
decade later,  the
Balochistan Assembly
has again legislated to
merge the Levies with
the police, signaling the
government’s intent to
build a unified, modern,
and well-equipped law
enforcement system in
the province.

G o v e r n m e n t ’ s
Stance: Modernization
and Uniformity

The provincial
government describes
the decision as part of a
larger strategy to ensure
professional policing,
better coordination, and
modern security man-
agement. Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti stated
that integrating the Lev-
ies with the police will
e n h a n c e
counterterrorism capac-
ity, digital monitoring,
and operational effec-
tiveness.

“This merger will
help establish one uni-
form policing system in
Balochistan. The gov-
ernment will provide
modern equipment and
training to all personnel
to effectively deal with
terrorism and extrem-
ism,” the Chief Minister
said. Officials empha-
size that the reform will
strengthen institutional
structure, reduce dupli-
cation, and ensure bet-
ter governance in re-
mote and conflict-prone
districts. Reservations
and Political Opposition

However, the deci-

sion has not been met
with universal approval.
Levies personnel across
several districts have ex-
pressed strong reserva-
tions, arguing that the
merger undermines their
historical role, tribal
identity, and trust-based
relationship with local
communities.

A number of politi-
cal  parties in
Balochistan have also
opposed the move, de-
scribing it as a “hasty
and non-consultative
decision.” They claim
that the Levies Force has
historically played a cru-
cial role in maintaining
peace in tribal areas
where the police system
remains ineffective.

Critics argue that
merging a tribal commu-
nity-based security
structure into a central-
ized police institution
could disrupt local dy-
namics and alienate the
public. Some parties
have demanded a parlia-
mentary review of the
cabinet’s decision be-
fore full implementation.

A Divisive but De-
fining Reform

Despite the opposi-
tion, the Balochistan
Government remains firm
on its stance, describing
the merger as a step to-
ward institutional mod-
ernization, national inte-
gration,  and profes-
sional law enforcement.

Supporters of the
decision believe it will
bring uniformity, trans-
parency, and account-
ability across all dis-
tricts, enabling the prov-
ince to better combat mili-
tancy and improve coor-
dination with federal se-
curity agencies such as
the Frontier Corps (FC)
and Counter-Terrorism
Department (CTD).

Dr. Faisal Ahmed Khan
One year on, the chaos
continues at the highest
institution mandated to
oversee higher educa-
tion in the country. At
the Higher Education
Commission, the current
chairman, Dr.  Tariq
Binuri, is still battling for
his survival. While Dr.
Binuri might barely com-
plete his term this May,
the future of higher edu-
cation in Pakistan is set
on a downward spiral.

The Higher Educa-
tion Commission had
evolved as an institution
in two decades, assimi-
lating many essential at-
tributes and continually
weeding out ill practices
along the way. Exactly
when the institution was
in the middle of its de-
velopment, it was struck
with an unneeded blow
of an arbitrary ordi-
nance. The events that
followed, it has directly
exposed higher educa-
tion to the whims of the
power corridors for
good.

The status of the
Higher Education Com-
mission is fast on its way
to becoming a mere
equivalent of a board of
intermediate and sec-
ondary education over-
seeing tertiary educa-
tion. It is approaching
being completely sub-
sumed in the black hole
of public officialdom.
Perhaps it was frowned
upon as a peculiar case
in the public sector for
its relatively superior
standards in education
and governance. There-
fore, it was felt that it
needed to be governed
by colleagues who over-
see the rest of the edu-
cation domain.

The role of
the federal

government
enhanced in
HEC affairs

This is clear from the
fact that the tenure of
the chairman is reduced
to two years and the role
of the federal govern-
ment has been enhanced
in the HEC affairs. Inevi-
tably, the same wizards
in the government will
oversee HEC, who have
earned some interesting
distinctions for us. For
example, according to a
UNICEF report, we have
the second-largest num-
ber of out-of-school chil-
dren after Nigeria, i.e.,
about 22.8 million chil-
dren out of school. Only
about 67% of our kids
finish primary school;
and only 55% of those
in grade 5 can solve a
two-digit subtraction
(reported in a survey by
South Asia Forum for

Education Develop-
ment), not to mention the
evil of evils—the class
disparity ingrained in
the system up to grade
12. As a result, the stan-
dard of higher education
in the country will be, in
no way, better than what
we have at the primary
and secondary levels.

Another conse-
quence of the above
scenario is that higher
education will inspire at-
tention at the helm in the
provinces. While there
is no harm in overseeing
higher education at the
provincial level, if un-
checked, this will, how-
ever, incur its own heavy
cost—one that is exem-
plified in the recent de-
velopments in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. Initiating
new universities with ar-
bitrary plans, mysteri-
ous appointments of
key university officials,
increasing political influ-
ence in the university
management, and wreck-
ing the already scarce fi-
nancial resources are
among a few recent pro-
ceedings in higher edu-
cation at KPK.

Provincial-level,
higher education
is merely treated

as part of the
riches to

distribute among
the stakeholders of

the government
Similar occurrences

are likely to follow in
other provinces given
the frail existence of the
HEC. At the provincial
level, higher education
is merely treated as part
of the riches to distrib-
ute among the stake-
holders of the govern-
ment. As a result, the
only matters of interest
in higher education will
remain the number of
appointments (excessive
and unjust), promotions
based on kinships, unfair
admissions, undeserved
scholarships, and illegal
award of contracts to
desired contractors.
Anything about institu-
tion making, quality edu-
cation, and impactful re-
search will only be de-
ceptive slogans.

It is not intended
here to establish that
everything has been ex-
quisite in higher educa-
tion in the past. There is
a long list of improve-
ments and reforms that
were still required to up-
hold the actual spirit of
a regulator and patron of
higher education in the
country. Some might ar-
gue that the existing
model in the HEC re-
quired delegation within
the institution instead
of concentration of
power with the chair-
man.  A more inclusive
model of working with
the universities and the
provinces was required.
Therefore, a reflection
within the institution
was needed instead of
an intrusion from above.
The advances last year
have only made things
worse.

The push for a
subdued HEC

will cause more
than just saying
goodbye to Dr.

Binuri

The push for a sub-
dued HEC will cause
more than just saying
goodbye to Dr. Binuri. It
will undo the progress
made in the sector in the
last two decades. Univer-
sities will only become
dominions of politicians
and the bureaucracy
with bountiful interests
for them.

Yet we can hope
that it is still not too late
for the new government
to realize the damage al-
ready done.

The stature of the
HEC should be restored
to its original form with
a plan of enabling the
team within the institu-
tion and promoting the
inclusive participation
of academics and stake-
holders from across the
country.

Political interests
and enmities should be
set aside for the sake of
our youth and future
generations.

Socrates has
summed it well: “The se-
cret of change is to fo-
cus all your energy, not
on fighting the old, but
on building the new.”

PPL and the Case of Balochistan
Mehfooz Ali Khan

As Secretary of Finance,
I had initiated a case for
getting Balochistan in
PPL, the biggest oil and
gas producing com-
pany.
This company owes all
i ts assets based on
Balochistan’s Sui Gas
Field. Unfortunately, po-
litical leadership didn’t
press for its due share.

Here is my analysis
of PPL from inception.
Recent developments
have not been captured,
but it tells the story.

Overview
Pakistan Petroleum

Limited (PPL) has been
a major player in the en-
ergy sector since the
mid-1950s.

As a major supplier
of natural gas, PPL today
contributes over 20 per-
cent of the country’s to-
tal natural gas supplies
besides producing crude
oil, Natural Gas Liquid,
and Liquefied Petroleum
Gas.

The company’s his-
tory can be traced back
to the establishment of
a public limited company
in June 1950,

with major
shareholding by Burma
Oil Company (BOC) of
the United Kingdom for
exploration, prospect-
ing, development, and

production of oil and
natural gas resources.

PPL employ-
ees were allot-
ted 12 percent

shares from the
government’s

equity
In September 1997,

BOC disinvested from
the Exploration and Pro-
duction (E&P) sector
worldwide and sold its
equity in PPL to the
Government of Pakistan
(GOP). Subsequently,
the government re-
duced its holding
through an initial pub-
lic offer in June 2004,
which was further de-
creased with the initia-
tion of the Benazir Em-
ployees Stock Option
Scheme (BESOS) in Au-
gust 2009 when PPL
employees were allotted
12 percent shares from
the government’s eq-
uity. More recently, GoP
further disinvested its 5
percent shares, around
3.55 percent of the total
paid-up capital, in PPL
through Secondary
Public Offering in 2014.
Currently,  the
c o m p a n y ’ s
shareholding is divided
between the govern-
ment,  which owns

about 68 percent, PPL
Employees Empower-
ment Trust which has ap-
proximately 7 percent,
and private investors,
which hold nearly 25 per-
cent. PPL has acquired
100 percent
shareholding of MND
E&P Limited, a company
incorporated in England
and Wales. The name of
the subsidiary has been
changed to PPL Europe
E&P Limited.

The company has
also established a
wholly-owned subsid-
iary, PPL Asia E&P B.V.
with a corporate seat in
Amsterdam, Kingdom of
Netherlands. The sub-
sidiary will focus on the
exploration and produc-
tion of oil and gas in the
region. PPL has as-
signed its interest in
Block 8, Iraq, under the
Exploration, Develop-
ment, and Production
Service Contract with
Midland Oil Company,
Iraq to PPL Asia E&P
B.V.

PPL operates eight
producing fields across

the country at  Sui
(Pakistan’s largest gas
field), Adhi, Kandhkot,
Chachar,  Mazarani,
Adam, Adam West and
Shadad and holds work-
ing interest in fifteen
partner-operated pro-
ducing fields, including
Qadirpur the country’s
second-largest gas field.

As a major stake-
holder in securing a safe
energy future for the
country, PPL pursues an
aggressive exploration
agenda aimed at enhanc-
ing hydrocarbon recov-
ery and replenishing re-
serves. PPL together
with its subsidiaries has

a portfolio of 47 explora-
tion assets of which the
company operates 27,
including one contract
in Iraq, while 20 blocks,
comprising three off-
shore leases in Pakistan
and two onshore con-
cessions in Yemen, are
operated by joint venture
partners.

vices and Projects de-
partments, Mazarani,
Adhi and Kandhkot
fields, Sui Field Gas
Compressor Station, Sui
Production, Sui Field
Engineering and Sui Pu-
rification stand certified
for ISO 9001 Quality
Management System.

Similarly, Kandhkot,
Mazarani and Adhi
fields, Sui Production,
Sui Field Gas Compres-
sor Station, Sui Field
Stores, Sui Field Engi-
neering and Drilling and
Well Engineering, De-
sign and Construction,
Projects,  Health, Safety
and Environment and
Exploration departments
and Sui Field Hospital
have been certified for
ISO 14001 Environmen-
tal Management System
and OHSAS 18001 Oc-
cupational Health and
Safety Assessment Se-
ries. Sui Purification is
also certified for OHSAS
18001.

Current Financial
position of PPL, Cur-
rently Government of
Pakistan holds 68%
Shares out of total
shares outstanding of
676.95% Current Year the
Company paid 80% divi-
dend to shareholders
and government of Pa-
kistan got Rs.36.826 bil-
lion as Dividend The net
Profit registered by the
company was Rs.30.0
Billion, Government also
earned billions in tax rev-
enue as well.

 The government of
Balochistan only got
slightly above Rs.3.0 bil-
lion as Royalty from the
Sui field Legal position
Legally after 18th Con-
stitutional Amendment,
Article 172(3), province
of Origin should have an
equal share in the profit
of oil and gas companies
operating in a province.
In this case, no such ar-
rangement has yet been
made even after a lapse
of 10 years. So it is the
right of the province to
claim its share in hold-
ing and profits of the
company.

The company di-
vested 5%shares to the
public in 2014 and the
government of
Balochistan was not
consulted in violation of
the Constitution.

PPL operates
eight producing
fields across the

country

Currently
Government of
Pakistan holds
68% Shares out
of total shares
outstanding
of 676.95%

Current Year

PPL has
developed a

reliable
foundation and
infrastructure
for providing
clean and safe

energy
Over the years, PPL

has developed a reliable
foundation and infra-
structure for providing
clean and safe energy
through sustainable ex-
ploitation of indigenous
natural resources while
adhering to best prac-
tices of corporate gover-
nance and employee
health and safety and
constraining the eco-
logical footprint of its
operations. As a result,
Monitoring and Inspec-
tion, Design and Con-
struction, Drilling and
Well Engineering, Joint
Operations, Operational
Technical Support Ser-



Dr. Musadik Malik and
World Bank Delegation
Explore Partnership and
Development Priorities

ISLAMABAD(INP):
Federal Minister for Cli-
mate Change and Envi-
ronmental Coordination,
Senator Dr. Musadik
Malik, held a meeting
today with a World Bank
delegation led by Ms.
Melormaa Amgaabazar,
Country Director for Pa-
kistan, and Mr. Gallius
Draugelis.

The meeting cen-
tered on the factors con-
tributing to Pakistan’s
macroeconomic instabil-
ity and inflationary pres-
sures. Dr. Malik high-
lighted that one of the
key challenges faced by
Pakistan is the presence
of tactical hurdles in
project implementation,
which often delay
progress and diminish
impact.

The Minister
stressed the need for

strategic clarity and
noted that many current
development projects
are high-budget but low-
skill, lacking scalability
and cost-efficiency.
“Our focus must be on
projects that are both
scalable and sustain-
able, capable of deliver-
ing large-scale benefits
to the people,” he em-
phasized.

He further pointed
out that the repurposing
of development funds
away from their intended
sectors, such as educa-
tion, population welfare,
women empowerment,
and health, creates long-
term systemic inefficien-
cies and undermines na-
tional priorities.

The World Bank
delegation reaffirmed its
commitment to Pakistan,
outlining a 10-year en-

gagement framework
across six key areas:
stunting reduction, cli-
mate resilience, private
sector development,
education, population
management, and en-
ergy sector reform.

During the meeting,
the World Bank also
presented the Country
Partnership Framework
(FY26–FY35), which is a
culmination of two years
of extensive consulta-
tions defining the stra-
tegic roadmap for the
institution’s collabora-
tion with Pakistan. Both
sides discussed ongo-
ing and prospective
projects under this
framework, agreeing to
enhance coordination to
ensure effective delivery
and alignment with
Pakistan’s climate and
development priorities.

Sri Lankan High Commissioner Meets
Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi;

Expresses Satisfaction Over Security
Arrangements for Visiting Team

ISLAMABAD(INP):
Federal Interior Minister
and PCB Chairman
Mohsin Naqvi met to-
day with Sri Lankan
High Commissioner Rear
Admiral (R) Fred
Siriweera. Team manag-
ers of the Sri Lankan and
Pakistani cricket teams,
PCB Chief Operating Of-
ficer Sameer Ahmed,
Chief Commissioner
Islamabad, and Inspec-
tor General Islamabad
Police were also present
on the occasion.

During the meeting,

the Chief Commissioner
and the IG Islamabad
Police gave a detailed
briefing on the security
being provided to the Sri
Lankan team. The Sri
Lankan High Commis-
sioner expressed deep
grief over the loss of pre-
cious lives in the recent
terrorist  attack in
Islamabad. He conveyed
heartfelt condolences to
the bereaved families
and expressed solidarity
with the Government of
Pakistan. Talking to the
Sri Lankan High Com-

missioner, Mohsin Naqvi
said that the players of
the Sri Lankan cricket
team are our state guests
and all necessary mea-
sures have been ensured
for their foolproof secu-
rity. He emphasized that
providing a safe envi-
ronment to the visiting
players is the top prior-
ity of the government.
The Sri Lankan High
Commissioner ex-
pressed satisfaction
over the security ar-
rangements made for the
team.

SAPM Highlights Structural
Reforms and  Industrial Revival at
Pakistan  Prosperity Forum 2025

ISLAMABAD(INP):
Special Assistant to the
Prime Minister on Indus-
tries and Production,
Mr.  Haroon Akhtar
Khan, reaffirmed the
government’s commit-
ment to comprehensive
economic reform and in-
dustrial revival while ad-
dressing the Pakistan
Prosperity Forum 2025,
hosted by the Policy
Research Institute of
Market Economy
(PRIME) in Islamabad.

The event, titled
“Charting a New Path
Toward Limited Govern-
ment and Lower Taxes,”
brought together lead-
ing policymakers,
economists,  and
thought leaders to delib-
erate on the role of lib-
erty, economic freedom,
and private sector dyna-
mism in shaping
Pakistan’s economic fu-
ture.

In his keynote re-
marks,  Mr.  Haroon
Akhtar Khan empha-
sized that Pakistan
stands today at a criti-
cal inflection point in its
economic journey, where
the government is deter-
mined to replace short-
term fixes with long-term,
systemic reforms. “Eco-
nomic stability is not
achieved by chance; it is
built through consis-
tency, credibility, and
competence,” he stated,
echoing the vision of
Prime Minister Mian
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif.

Mr. Khan outlined
the government’s reform
agenda across three ma-
jor areas — tariff ratio-
nalization, regulatory
modernization, and in-
dustrial revival.

He announced that
under the New National
Tariff Policy, Pakistan is
transitioning from pro-
tectionism to competi-
tiveness. The govern-
ment has simplified the
tariff structure into just
four slabs—0%, 5%,
10%, and 15%—and is
phasing out all Addi-
tional and Regulatory

Duties. “We are making
tariffs an engine of ex-
port-led growth rather
than a barrier to trade,”
he noted, adding that
this policy alone will
generate Rs. 175 billion

been delivered under
three reform packages,
saving businesses more
than Rs. 250 billion an-
nually in compliance
costs.  “The Asaan
Karobar Act 2025 will le-

gally anchor these re-
forms,” he added.

Turning to the cen-
terpiece of the
government’s economic
transformation,  Mr.
Khan unveiled the Na-
tional Industrial Policy
2025, describing it as “a
blueprint for national re-
vival.

” Formulated after
extensive consultations
with stakeholders from
the State Bank of Paki-
stan, SECP, FBR, and
major chambers of com-
merce, the policy aims to
restore investor confi-
dence, revive manufac-
turing capacity, and in-
tegrate Pakistan into re-
gional and global value
chains.

He announced the
launch of the Revival
and Debt Resolution
Framework for Sick In-
dustrial Units, devel-
oped in partnership with

in annual cost savings
for industries.

Highlighting indus-
trial diversification, Mr.
Khan said the policy en-
courages value addition
and technology-inten-
sive sectors, including
artificial intelligence,
electric vehicles, chemi-
cals, and green tech-
nologies. “While some
nations weaponize tar-
iffs, Pakistan is rational-
izing them, lowering
costs, building resil-
ience, and integrating
into global value
chains,” he remarked.

Mr.  Khan also
elaborated on the
government’s second
major initiative — the
Regulatory Guillotine
and Reform Initiative,
being implemented
through the Board of In-
vestment. He stated that
465 regulatory simplifi-
cations have already

the SECP, State Bank,
and Pakistan Banking
Association. This frame-
work will enable the re-
structuring of non-per-
forming industrial assets
and promote strategic

partnerships through
the newly established
National Industrial Re-
vival Commission
(NIRC).

Reiterating the
government’s resolve to
ensure a business-
friendly environment,
Mr. Khan stated that ha-
rassment-free regula-
tion, grievance redressal
mechanisms, and inves-
tor facilitation are being
strengthened to encour-
age compliance through
cooperation, not fear.

The SAPM further
highlighted energy and
tax reforms, including
preferential electricity
tariffs for high-tech
greenfield industries
such as EVs, batteries,
and data centers, as well
as plans to phase out the
super tax and move to-
ward a balanced,
growth-oriented tax re-
gime.

“We are shifting
the paradigm from pro-
tectionism to productiv-
ity, from ad-hoc incen-
tives to performance-
based rewards, and from
import dependence to

value addition,” Mr.
Khan asserted. “In do-
ing so, we are not just
reviving factories — we
are rebuilding the very
spirit of enterprise that
once made Pakistan a
rising industrial power in
South Asia.”

He emphasized that
21st-century competi-
tiveness rests on inno-
vation, regulatory effi-
ciency, green technol-
ogy, and digital integra-
tion, calling upon gov-
ernment, private sector,
and academia to work
together for a future de-
fined by shared prosper-
ity and sustainable
growth.

“The path to pros-
perity is neither easy nor
instant,” he concluded,
“but as the saying goes,
‘The best time to plant a
tree was twenty years
ago; the second best
time is now.’”

Federal Minister for Invest-
ment Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh

Highlights Reform-led
Growth at the 5th Pakistan

Prosperity Forum 2025
ISLAMABAD(INP):
Federal Minister for In-
vestment and Chairman,
Board of Investment
(BOI), Mr. Qaiser Ahmed
Sheikh, attended the 5th
Pakistan Prosperity Fo-
rum 2025 as Chief Guest
at the Marriott Hotel,
Islamabad. The event,
organized by the Policy
Research Institute of
Market Economy
(PRIME), focused on
the theme “Reforms for
Growth.”
In his keynote address,
Mr.  Qaiser Ahmed
Sheikh emphasized that
sustainable economic
growth is impossible
without deep structural
reforms. He stated that
Pakistan’s investment
policy revolves around
predictability, transpar-
ency, and investor con-

fidence, which are the
cornerstones of the
country’s economic re-
vival strategy. The Min-
ister highlighted the pas-
sage of the Asaan
Karobar Act 2025 as a
landmark step toward le-
gally ensuring investor-
friendly reforms. “This
Act guarantees that no
agency can impose any
business condition not
notified in the national
regulatory registry — re-
form is now a legal duty,”
he said. He further noted
that the Cabinet Commit-
tee on Regulatory Re-
forms (CCoRR) and the
Special Investment Fa-
cilitation Council (SIFC)
are working in close co-
ordination to sustain the
reform momentum and
create an enabling busi-
ness environment.

“Pakistan is now
transitioning from a ne-
g o t i a t i o n - b a s e d
economy to a rules-
based investment desti-
nation,” the Minister
stated, reaffirming the
government’s commit-
ment to simplifying, digi-
tizing, and accelerating
investment processes
across all sectors.

The event was at-
tended by national and
international econo-
mists, business leaders,
policymakers, and devel-
opment partners. The
Federal Minister appre-
ciated the participation
of all delegates, includ-
ing international experts,
and reiterated BOI’s de-
termination to promote
investor-friendly poli-
cies and a reform-driven
growth agenda.

ISLAMABAD:Federal Minister for Climate Change and Environmental Coor-
dination Dr. Musadik Malik held a meeting today with a World Bank delega-
tion led by Ms. Melormaa Amgaabazar, Country Director for Pakistan.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Board of Investment Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh
Highlights Reform-led Growth at the 5th Pakistan Prosperity Forum 2025.

ISLAMABAD: Special Assistant to the Prime minister Haroon Akhtar khan addressed the Pakistan
Prosperity Forum as chief guest about National Industrial Policy.

Pakistan Customs Seizes
15.2 KG of Crystal

Methamphetamine Worth
RS: 910 Million from

Passenger Bus in D.I. Khan
ISLAMABAD(INP):
In a major anti-smug-
gling operation, the
Customs Enforcement
team, acting on cred-
ible information con-
veyed by the Deputy
Collector Customs,
D.I. Khan-II, under the
directions of the Col-
lector Customs (En-
forcement), Peshawar,
successfully inter-
cepted a large quantity
of foreign-origin nar-
cotics from a passen-
ger bus during a rou-
tine vigilance check at
IP-JCP Aman Mela.

Upon thorough in-
spection of the sus-
pected Daewoo bus
bearing Registration
No. CAT-4488, Cus-
toms officials recov-
ered foreign-origin nar-
cotics ICE (Crystal
Methamphetamine)
concealed inside three
specially designed in-
verters placed in the
bus.

The driver and

conductor were ar-
rested on the spot, and
an FIR was lodged
against them. The re-
covered narcotics
comprised 15 packets
of foreign-origin sub-
stance resembling ICE
(Crystal Methamphet-
amine), weighing a to-
tal of 15,350 grams (net
15,200 grams after
sampling).

The estimated
value of the narcotics
is Rs. 910.200 million,
while the value of the
seized Daewoo bus is
Rs. 15.000 million,
bringing the total esti-
mated value of the case
to Rs. 925.200 million.
As the recovered nar-
cotics were being
transported from IP-
JCP Aman Mela to the
State Warehouse, the
Customs staff came
under attack by uni-
dentified miscreants/
terrorists, who opened
straight and indiscrimi-
nate fire on the cus-

toms convoy. The at-
tack appeared to be
aimed at harming the
customs personnel due
to high market value of
the seized narcotics.
However, the swift and
courageous response
of the customs team
ensured the safety of
both personnel and the
seized goods.

Meanwhile, Paki-
stan Army troops and
police personnel acted
swiftly and reached the
site of the incident
promptly, providing
immediate support and
security. They safely
escorted the Customs
staff and the recovered
narcotics consignment
to the State Ware-
house, D.I. Khan,
without any loss of life
or property.

This successful
operation demon-
strates the continued
commitment of FBR
against smuggling and
narcotics trafficking.

Cowardly suicide
attacks can never
shake Pakistanis'

determination: Minister
ISLAMABAD(INP):
Federal Minister for
Parliamentary Affairs
Dr. Tariq Fazal
Chaudhary  on
Wednesday con-
demned the tragic sui-
cide attack in
Islamabad, saying
such cowardly acts
could never shake the
determination of the
Pakistani nation or its
security institutions to
root out terrorism.

During his visit to
the hospital to inquire
about the condition of
those injured in the sui-
cide attack outside the
Islamabad district
courts, he said,

 “Those who think
they can destabilize
Pakistan through such
heinous acts are mis-
taken. Our people and
our forces remain
steadfast and united.”

The minister ex-
pressed deep gratitude
to doctors, hospital
staff,  and security
forces for their prompt
and dedicated response
following the attack,
which claimed 12 lives
and left dozens injured.

He specially
thanked Dr. Imran and
the entire medical team
for efficiently handling
the emergency situa-
tion.

“I am grateful to
our doctors, nurses,
and administration who
worked tirelessly to
save lives and provide
the best possible care
to the injured,” he
added.

Dr. Tariq Fazal said
35 injured persons
were brought to the
hospital, of whom 13

remain under treat-
ment, including three
Islamabad Police per-
sonnel. “By the grace
of Allah, all of them are
now out of danger and
recovering rapidly. I
have personally met
them, and I am encour-
aged by their high mo-
rale,” he said.

He also paid trib-
ute to security person-
nel who sacrificed their
lives in recent inci-
dents,

including the at-
tack on the Cadet Col-
lege in Wana. “Our
forces and officers are
courageously defend-
ing the homeland.

These incidents
cannot weaken our re-
solve — the nation
stands united with its
defenders,” he said.

Sharing details
about the Wana Cadet
College attack, he said
security forces suc-
cessfully evacuated all
the students and nearly
100 teachers to safer
locations and neutral-
ized the attackers.

He lauded their
swift action, noting that
their timely response
prevented a much
greater loss of life.

“The targeting of
educational institutions
reflects the enemies’
desperation, but they
will never succeed in
their evil designs,” he
asserted.

Dr. Tariq Fazal
paid rich tribute to the
country’s security
forces and law en-
forcement agencies for
their relentless efforts
and sacrifices in de-
fending the homeland.

NATIOANAL Thursday,November.13.202503 DAILY QUETTA VOICE



DAILY QUETTA VOICE Thursday,November.13.202504

Abbottabad Police
recover large quantity of

weapons, ammunition

Khawaja Asif hints at military action against terrorist sanctuaries inside Afghanistan
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif hinted at
possible military action
against terrorist sanc-
tuaries inside Afghani-
stan in response to the
recent surge in terror-
ist attacks in Pakistan.

Speaking during a

Ongoing development projects
will serve as milestones for

urban growth: Memon

private TV talk show,
he said Pakistan would
not ignore the escalat-
ing wave of terrorism
and would respond de-
cisively if the situation
regarding militant sanc-
tuaries in Afghanistan
worsens.

“The Afghan

Taliban’s words of con-
demnation and regret
are limited to state-
ments only, they do not
reflect sincerity,” Asif
said. He added that ter-
rorists operating from
Afghan soil continue to
target Pakistan, stress-
ing that most recent

attacks have been car-
ried out by Afghan na-
tionals.

Referring to the
recent Cadet College
Wana attack, the min-
ister said the Pakistan
Army conducted a suc-
cessful operation, sav-
ing the lives of all ca-

dets by the grace of
Allah. Commenting on
India’s role, Khawaja
Asif claimed that India
is using Afghanistan’s
territory to carry out
hostile activities against
Pakistan. “There
should be no misunder-
standing — our

neighbour’s animosity
is now fully exposed,”
he added.

The defence min-
ister warned India and
Afghanistan against
any misadventure, say-
ing Pakistan would
"pay back in the same
coin" He emphasized

KARACHI (INP):
Sindh’s Senior Minis-
ter Sharjeel Inam
Memon said that the
province’s ongoing
development projects
including Red Line
Bus and K-IV, will
serve as milestones for
enhancing public con-
venience and ensuring
sustainable urban
growth. He stated that
the K-IV water
project represents a
promise made to the
people, aimed at pro-
viding Karachi with

clean and adequate
water supply. Memon
added that all institu-
tions are working in
complete coordination
under the directives of
the Chief Minister.
Giving project updates,
Sindh minister Sharjeel
Memon said a new
water pipeline is being
laid from Aziz Bhatti
Park to Urdu Univer-
sity to ensure long-
term convenience for
residents. “Although
citizens may face tem-
porary inconvenience,

Maqbool Siddiqui stresses
need for full

implementation of Article
140-A of the  Constitution

Senate Deputy Chairman
visits Siddiqui's residence

to offer condolences,
sympathy to bereaved family

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): Deputy Chair-
man Senate, Syedaal
Khan, visited the resi-
dence of late Senator
Irfan Siddiqui to offer
heartfelt condolences
and sympathy to the
bereaved family.

He prayed for the
eternal peace of the
departed soul and for
strength and patience
for the family to bear
this irreparable loss.

Expressing deep
sorrow over the de-
mise of Senator Irfan
Siddiqui, the Deputy
Chairman described
him as “a towering fig-

ure of intellect, dignity,
and grace.” He said
Senator Siddiqui’s ser-
vices in the fields of
politics, journalism,
and literature would be
remembered with
great respect and ad-
miration.

“Senator Irfan
Siddiqui leaves behind
a remarkable legacy
of thought, writing,
and statesmanship,”
said Syedal Khan.
“His contributions to
parliamentary history
and his role in promot-
ing democratic values
will always be remem-
bered.” The Deputy

Chairman further re-
marked that Senator
Siddiqui’s role in the
Pakistan Muslim
League (N) and within
the Parliament was
exemplary. “Every
decision he made re-
flected his principles,
tolerance, and dignity,”
he added.

Highlighting the
late senator’s multidi-
mensional persona,
Syedaal Khan said:
“He was not only an
accomplished politi-
cian but also a distin-
guished scholar,
writer, and a man of
refined character. His

No new cases reported in Capital's
urban areas uring past 24 hours

that Pakistan remains
on high alert regarding
India’s intentions and
is fully prepared to re-
spond to any aggres-
sion. Khawaja Asif fur-
ther said that while
friendly countries are
welcome to mediate,
Pakistan has no trust in

mere verbal assur-
ances from the Afghan
Taliban. “Even the me-
diators know that India
is behind these acts,”
he asserted, adding
that terrorists receive
funding from Indian
consulates in Afghani-
stan.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Federal capital has
moved closer to be-
coming dengue-free as
no new cases were re-
ported in the urban ar-
eas during the past 24
hours, according to the
latest dengue surveil-
lance report. The re-
port, issued by the
Islamabad District Ad-
ministration, revealed
that only eight new
dengue cases were re-
corded across the capi-
tal, all from rural locali-
ties. Currently, 22 pa-
tients are under treat-
ment in different hos-
pitals of the city.

District Commis-
sioner (DC) Irfan
Nawaz Memon said the
sharp decline in dengue
cases was the result of
the administration’s
zero-tolerance policy
and continuous efforts
by field teams. “The
zero-case record in ur-
ban sectors is proof of
the effective operations
carried out by our den-
gue control teams,” he

stated. According to
the surveillance data,
29,241 sites across
Islamabad were in-
spected during the on-
going campaign. Dur-
ing anti-larvae opera-
tions, dengue larvae
were found positive at
80 sites, while only two
sites were declared
negative. The district
administration’s teams
conducted spray op-
erations at 594 houses
and carried out fogging
in 815 high-risk zones
within the last 24 hours.
These targeted mea-
sures are part of the
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ’ s
broader plan to com-
pletely eliminate den-
gue from the capital.

DC Memon said
the focused operations
had helped declare most
parts of the city den-
gue-free. He reiterated
that any negligence in
implementing dengue
Standard Operating
Procedures (SOPs)
would lead to strict le-
gal action.

“Anyone found re-
sponsible for ignoring
SOPs will be taken into
custody,” he warned.

To ensure sustain-
able control over den-
gue, the administration
plans to further inten-
sify the spraying cam-
paign in high-risk rural
areas over the coming
days. The DC also
urged citizens to main-
tain cleanliness and
support the ongoing
anti-dengue drive by
ensuring there is no
stagnant water in their
surroundings. “Public
cooperation remains
vital to achieving our
goal of making
Islamabad completely
dengue-free,” Memon
said, expressing confi-
dence that with joint
efforts of the adminis-
tration and residents,
the city will soon be rid
of the disease. The dis-
trict administration
continues to issue daily
surveillance reports to
keep the public in-
formed about the cur-

rent dengue situation
and preventive mea-
sures being under-
taken. The remarkable
reduction in dengue
cases demonstrates the
impact of coordinated
surveillance, rapid re-
sponse, and consistent
monitoring at the com-
munity level. The cam-
paign — involving
house-to-house in-
spections, targeted fu-
migation, and strict
oversight — reflects
the administration’s
commitment to sus-
taining zero dengue
transmission in the
capital’s urban zones.

Officials con-
firmed that ongoing
activities will continue
until all rural and peri-
urban localities are
cleared of the virus
risk. Residents have
also been encouraged
to report any potential
breeding sites to the
district control room to
assist the teams in
timely response and
eradication.

IMCG G-10/4
celebrates

funfair with
colour,

music and joy
ISLAMABAD, (INP):
Islamabad Model Col-
lege for Girls (Postgradu-
ate) G-10/4 radiated fes-
tive splendour on
Wednesday as the
m u c h - a n t i c i p a t e d
Funfair transformed the
campus into a vibrant
celebration of colour,
laughter, and youthful
energy. Organised un-
der the dynamic leader-
ship of Principal Prof.
Sadia Ibrar, the event
was graced by the dis-
tinguished presence of
Prof. Shazia Haris as the
chief guest.

The festivities com-
menced with a ceremo-
nial cake cutting and rib-
bon-cutting ceremony,
followed by rhythmic
drumbeats that echoed
across the college
grounds,  sett ing the
tone for a joyous day.

The college lawns
blossomed into a lively
carnival scene—alive
with exhilarating rides,
playful swings, and bus-
tling food stalls. From
aromatic biryani and siz-
zling pizza to crispy
sandwiches.

these efforts are a
step toward perma-
nent solutions,” he re-
marked, urging the
public to cooperate as
these projects are de-
signed for their better
future. Sharjeel
Memon urged that ini-
tiatives such as the K-
IV and Red Line
projects are not
merely construction
activities but part of
the Sindh
government’s broader
vision to transform
Karachi into a mod-

ern, well-facilitated
city.

He added that the
pace of all ongoing
development projects
has been accelerated,
and immediate mea-
sures are being taken
wherever public diffi-
culties arise. “The
Sindh government is
working with a strong
sense of public ser-
vice, and very soon,
the people of Karachi
will witness the posi-
tive outcomes of these
projects,” he added.

A B B O T T A B A D
(INP): Abbottabad
Police recovered a
large quantity of
weapons and ammu-
nition, while also tight-
ening security and ex-
panding the crack-
down against drug
peddlers across the
district.

According to po-
lice, DSP Mirpur
Shaheen Khan and
SHO Mangal Ahsan
Shakoor inspected se-
curity arrangements at
the CPEC route, rest
areas, foreign residen-
tial zones, and adjoin-
ing localities. During
the visit, they reviewed
patrolling systems,
checkpoints, and the
performance of per-

sonnel deployed at key
security points.

DSP Shaheen
Khan directed officers
to maintain strict vigi-
lance on suspicious
activities and ensure
foolproof security ar-
rangements. Block-
ades were also estab-
lished at public entry
and exit points, while
SHO Mangal issued
further instructions to
enhance patrolling ef-
fectiveness.

Acting on the spe-
cial directives of Dis-
trict Police Officer
(DPO) Abbottabad
Haroon Rashid Khan,
SHO Cantonment
Zubair Khan inter-
cepted a suspicious
van during patrolling.

Upon search, po-
lice recovered a large
cache of weapons
from the suspect, iden-
tified as Mudassir, son
of Yaseen, resident of
Peshawar. The recov-
ered arms included
seven 30-bore pistols,
two 9mm pistols, and
6,000 rounds of am-
munition. A case un-
der the Arms Prohibi-
tion Act was regis-
tered, and the accused
was taken into cus-
tody.

Meanwhile, under
the supervision of DSP
Cantt Circle Tahir
Saleem, SHO
Sherwan Ayaz Khan
arrested a drug dealer,
Fazal Rehman, son of
Ghulam Rabbani, resi-

dent of Thathi Ahmad
Khan, and recovered
1,395 grams of hash-
ish from his posses-
sion. A case was reg-
istered under the Nar-
cotics Prohibition Act.

In another action,
SHO City Inspector
Cadet Muhammad
Nawaz continued the
crackdown against
narcotics dealers, ar-
resting two suspects
Sabeel ur Rehman,
son of Asal Jan, resi-
dent of Kunj Jadeed,
and Abdul Latif, son of
Abdul Hameed, resi-
dent of Jabriyan and
recovering 30 liters of
liquor from their pos-
session. Both were
booked under the Nar-
cotics Prohibition Act.

literary, social, and po-
litical contributions are
truly unforgettable.”

“Working along-
side Senator Irfan
Siddiqui was both an
honour and a learning
experience,” the
Deputy Chairman
noted. “He inspired
everyone around him
through his intellect,
humility, and unwaver-
ing commitment to val-
ues.” It may be re-
called that Deputy
Chairman Senate
Syedaal Khan also at-
tended the funeral of
late Senator Irfan
Siddiqui a day earlier.

ISLAMABAD, Nov
12 (INP): Federal
Minister for education
and Professional
Training Dr. Khalid
Maqbool Siddiqui on
Wednesday stressed
the need for the full
implementation of Ar-
ticle 140-A of the Con-
stitution to ensure
devolution of powers
to the grassroots level
and safeguard the
democratic and eco-
nomic rights of the
people.

Speaking in the
National Assembly
during debate on the
27th Constitutional
Amendment, Dr.
Khalid said the pro-
posed amendment
could become a
source of justice, sta-
bility, prosperity, unity,
and national defense.

However, he was
of the view that the
benefits of democracy

in Pakistan had yet to
reach the common
people due to insuffi-
cient devolution of
power. “The goal of
Pakistan’s prosperity
must not be limited to
the rulers; it must re-
flect the well-being of
all 250 million Paki-
stanis,” he said.

Dr. Khalid added
that MQM-Pakistan
supported the amend-
ment in good faith, be-
lieving it would
strengthen the
country’s defense, sta-
bility, security, and
democratic institu-
tions.

He warned that
whenever democracy
takes root at the na-
tional level, basic de-
mocracy and local
governance often
fade, depriving citizens
of meaningful partici-
pation in decision-
making. “Article 140-

A was introduced pre-
cisely to enable devo-
lution so that people’s
fundamental rights and
basic needs could be
met,” he said.

He clarified that
MQM-P had made no
personal or political
demands, but sought
only the implementa-
tion of the Supreme
Court’s ruling on Ar-
ticle 140-A. “Our call
to make ‘140-A Plus’
part of the Constitu-
tion is not for our-
selves, but for the
people,” he empha-
sized.

The minister
urged the government
to ensure effective
devolution of powers,
enforcement of Ar-
ticle 140-A, and genu-
ine public participation
in governance so that
true democracy could
take root across the
country.

ISLAMABAD: Speaker National Assembly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq met with the Parliamentary delegation from  the Federal Republic of
Somalia head by Deputy Speaker House of People of the Federal Republic of Somalia Sadiya Yassin Haji  at the Parliament House.

ISLAMABAD: Amb. Tarik Ali Khan, the newly appointed High Commissioner of Canada, paid a
courtesy call on the Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif at the Prime Minister House.

RAWALPINDI : Parliamentary Secretary for Information & Broadcasting, Barrister Danyal Chaudhry at the inaugural ceremony
of the new swimming pool and athletes' hostel at Liaquat Bagh Sports Complex .The ceremony was attended by Provincial Sports
Minister Malik Faisal Ayub Khokhar and other dignitaries.



BALOCHISTAN05
Lashkari Raisani Condemns Opposition’s Silence on

Reinstatement of Balochistan Mines and Minerals Act
News Desk:

QUETTA: Veteran poli-
tician and former sena-
tor Nawabzada Haji
Lashkari Raisani has
criticized the “criminal si-
lence” of opposition
parties—both within
and outside the
Balochistan Assem-
bly—over the reinstate-
ment of the Balochistan
Mines and Minerals
Act, calling it a major
threat to the province’s
control over its natural
resources.

Addressing report-
ers at Sarawan House,
Raisani revealed that his
party had already filed a
petition in court demand-
ing a fresh review of the
controversial law to en-
sure public ownership,
transparency, and fair
resource management.
He expressed disap-
pointment that no prac-
tical action had been
taken so far. To address
this, he said he had for-
mally written to the lead-
ers of all political parties,
urging them to defend
Balochistan’s economic
and mineral rights.

Raisani emphasized
that Balochistan’s natu-

ral wealth has fueled
Pakistan’s economy
since the discovery of
natural gas in Sui in
1954, which helped the
country emerge as an
“Asian Tiger.” However,
he lamented that federal
governments and ruling
elites have consistently
exploited Balochistan’s
resources, leaving nearly
80 percent of its people
below the poverty line,
according to a United
Nations subsidiary re-
port.

He accused federal
institutions and their lo-
cal collaborators of en-
acting laws that legiti-
mize the exploitation of
Balochistan’s minerals,
warning that such ac-
tions undermine provin-
cial autonomy and pub-
lic welfare. “Through
political movements and
awareness campaigns,
we are mobilizing citizens
to stop the looting of our
resources,” he said.

Raisani noted that
his party had raised the

issue in multiple All Par-
ties Conferences (APCs)
and through the oppo-
sition leader in the pro-
vincial assembly, even-
tually pressuring the
Balochistan government
to review and withdraw
the disputed act
through a joint resolu-
tion.

He recalled that
Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti had an-
nounced the law’s with-
drawal through an execu-
tive order, promising to

reintroduce it after con-
sultation with all stake-
holders to address its
flaws.

“Yet, no political
party has been provided
a copy of that executive
order,” Raisani revealed,
adding that his group
had again approached
the judiciary to obtain it.

Calling the contin-
ued silence of opposi-
tion parties alarming,
Raisani urged lawmak-
ers, political leaders, and
opposition figures to
take responsibility for
amending flawed legisla-
tion and safeguarding
Balochistan’s natural
wealth.

Drawing compari-
sons, he said, “The chief
ministers of Sindh and
Punjab take concrete
measures to protect their
provinces’ rights over
water and finances, but
when it  comes to
Balochistan, the focus
remains on exploitation
instead of protection.”

He warned that fu-
ture generations will not
forgive today’s leader-
ship if they fail to pro-
tect provincial  re-
sources.

Balochistan High Court
Upholds Appointment

of SBK Women’s
University Registrar

NEWS DESK
Quetta: The
Balochistan High
Court has issued a sig-
nificant judgment ap-
proving the constitu-
tional petition filed by
Dr. Raheela Manzoor
regarding her appoint-
ment as Registrar of
Sardar Bahadur Khan
Women’s University
(SBKWU) Quetta.
The division bench,
comprising Justice
Iqbal Ahmed and Jus-
tice Muhammad
Najm-ud-Din Mengal,
directed the con-
cerned authorities to
issue the official ap-
pointment notification
and pay all dues and
privileges effective
from April 22, 2025.

Case Background
The petitioner

contended that after
fulfilling all legal re-
quirements, the 19th
Selection Board meet-
ing was held on April
17, 2025, where
shortlisted candidates
were interviewed, and
the Board unanimously
recommended Dr.
Raheela Manzoor for
the post of Registrar.
Subsequently, on April
22, 2025, the Univer-
sity Syndicate ap-
proved the Selection
Board’s recommenda-
tion.

However, despite
the completion of all
legal formalities, the
office of the Chancel-
lor/Governor of
Balochistan halted the
issuance of the ap-
pointment notification
through a letter dated

April 24, 2025, citing
alleged procedural ir-
regularities. This com-
pelled the petitioner to
seek judicial
intervention.The re-
spondents argued that
the process was ques-
tionable due to dis-
senting notes from
some members of the
Selection Board and
Syndicate, and that the
Chancellor had re-
ferred the matter to
the Senate under Sec-
tion 24(2) of the
Balochistan Universi-
ties Act, 2022. The
Senate, in its meeting
held on August 21,
2025, decided not to
approve the appoint-
ment and directed that
the post be re-adver-
tised.

Court’s Observa-
tions and Ruling

After examining
the records and argu-
ments, the Court ob-
served that the re-
cruitment process be-
gan through a public
advertisement, was
supervised by the
Higher Education
Commission (HEC),
and the interviews
were conducted by
the duly constituted
Selection Board. Un-
der Section 24(2) of
the Balochistan Uni-
versities Act, 2022, the
Syndicate is the com-
petent authority to ap-
prove such administra-
tive appointments and
its approval carries fi-
nal legal effect.

( R e f e r e n c e :
Balochistan Universi-
ties Act 2022 –

balochistancode.gob.pk)
The bench further

stated that the Chan-
cellor/Governor’s of-
fice had no judicial or
appellate authority to
suspend or annul a
Syndicate decision un-
less bad faith or illegal-
ity was proven. The
dissenting opinions of
a few members could
not override the ma-
jority decision of the
Syndicate.

The Court termed
the act of withholding
the notification as ar-
bitrary, unlawful, and
contrary to Articles 4
and 27 of the Consti-
tution of Pakistan
(1973), which ensure
protection of law, fair
treatment, and equal-
ity before the law.

Key Directions
The respondents

must issue the official
appointment notifica-
tion of Dr. Raheela
Manzoor as Registrar
of Sardar Bahadur
Khan Women’s Uni-
versity,

Quetta, within 15
days of receiving the
judgment.

All salary dues
and privileges must be
paid retrospectively
from April 22, 2025.

Copies of the or-
der shall be sent to all
relevant parties for
compliance.

This decision is
seen as a landmark
judgment emphasizing
institutional autonomy,
legal accountability,
and transparency in
university governance
across Balochistan.

Turbat: Border Trade to
Resume at Sorab-Mand
Point in Early December

A meeting was held
under the chairmanship of

Deputy Commissioner
Quetta Mehrullah Badini

regarding the
ongoing construction work

of Samangali Road.
QUETTA: The meet-
ing was attended by
CEO Quetta Canton-
ment Board Mansoor
Alam Khan, Project
Director Quetta De-
velopment Project
Rafique Baloch, Addi-
tional Deputy Com-
missioner (General)
Muhammad Anwar
Kakar and officers of
the relevant depart-
ments.

In the meeting,
the Project Director
gave a detailed brief-
ing on the project

through a map.
On this occasion,

a detailed discussion
was held on the ob-
stacles hindering the
Samangali Road
project, especially the
issues related to the
boundaries of the Can-
tonment Board.

During the meet-
ing, important deci-
sions were also taken
for the timely comple-
tion of the project.
Deputy Commissioner

Quetta Mehrullah
Badini said that the
district administration
is working in close co-
operation with all rel-
evant institutions to
enhance the beauty of
Quetta city.

He added that on-
going development
projects in various ar-
eas of Quetta—in-
cluding Balili Road,
Sariab Road,
Samangali Road,
Jinnah Road and
Nawan Kali Road—
are being completed

rapidly under the su-
pervision of the district
administration.

The Deputy Com-
missioner said that dis-
trict officers visit these
projects on a daily ba-
sis and submit
progress reports. He
expressed his determi-
nation that Quetta is
our common home,
and its beautification
and restoration is the
top priority of the dis-
trict administration.

Balochistan Health  Secretary
Dawood Khan Khilji and Special
Health Secretary Shahak Baloch
visit to Shaheed Benazir Bhutto

General Hospital
Q U E T T A :
Balochistan Health
Secretary Dawood
Khan Khilji and Spe-
cial Health Secretary
Shahak Baloch paid a
detailed visit to
Shaheed Benazir
Bhutto General Hospi-
tal, Gulistan Town,
Quetta.Medical Su-
perintendent Dr.
Hassan Baloch, doc-
tors, nursing staff and
in-charges of related
departments were
also present on the oc-
casion. The Health
Secretary and Special
Secretary inspected
various departments
of the hospital includ-
ing Emergency, OPD,
Laboratory, X-ray
Unit, Operation
Theatre,He inspected

the pharmacy and in-
patient wards. He
also reviewed the
medical facilities pro-
vided to the patients,
availability of medi-
cines, cleanliness ar-
rangements and staff
attendance.
Secretary Health
Dawood Khan Khilji
directed the hospital
administration to leave
no stone unturned in
providing better and
quality treatment to
the patients.

While discipline
and transparency
should be ensured in
all departments of the
hospital. He also
sought feedback from
the patients regarding
treatment and assured
them of resolving their

problems.
Secretary Health

Dawood Khan Khilji
said on the occasion
that the health depart-
ment is taking steps to
further improve the
provision of facilities in
government hospitals
of the province.

 He said that the
government of
Balochistan is com-
mitted to providing ba-
sic health facilities to
the people at their
doorsteps.

At the end of the
visit, the Health Sec-
retary and Special
Secretary appreciated
the work of the hospi-
tal administration and
offered further sug-
gestions for improve-
ment.

The Balochistan Food
Authority's actions against

substandard bakery
products continue.

QUETTA: In this regard,
BFA inspection teams con-
ducted detailed inspections
of several bakeries and bak-
ing units in Quetta, includ-
ing the Baleli and Kuchlak
bypass areas.
During the recent opera-
tions, a total of 86 bakery
centers were checked, out
of which 34 bakeries and
baking units were fined for
violations of food safety
laws, including extremely
inadequate sanitation ar-
rangements.

While corrective no-
tices were issued to the
owners of 23 centers for
minor defects. During the
inspection,

BFA teams seized a
large quantity of stale, ex-
pired and substandard bak-
ery products, while some
harmful items were de-
stroyed on the spot.

According to a BFA
spokesperson, the cam-
paign has been launched in
light of public complaints
to improve the quality of

bakery products sold
across the province. Re-
garding the campaign, Di-
rector General Balochistan
Food Authority Waqar
Khurshid Alam said that
substandard food is a seri-
ous threat to public health.
Stale or substandard bak-
ery products cause various
diseases, the elimination of
which is inevitable. Imple-
mentation of food safety
laws is our top priority,

Indiscriminate action
will continue against estab-
lishments violating food
standards.

 No bakery or baking
production unit will be al-
lowed to play with public
health.

Waqar Khurshid Alam
further said that the
Balochistan Food Author-
ity will further expand the
food safety campaigns
across the province in the
coming days to ensure the
provision of safe, quality
and healthy food to the
public.

TURBAT (News
Desk):  Deputy
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Kech, Bashir
Ahmed Badini, held
an important meet-
ing with Iranian offi-
cials at the Baseet
Panjgah Labd Bor-
der, focusing on en-
hancing bilateral
trade and reopening
the border trade
route.

According to sources,
the meeting dis-
cussed the revival of
cross-border com-
merce, facilitation
for the business
community, and the
establishment of a

more organized
transportation sys-
tem. It was decided
that the border pillar
No. 214 (Sorab-
Mand Border) will
be officially re-
opened for trade dur-
ing the first week of
December.

Deputy Commissioner
Badini stated that the
resumption of border
trade will create
new employment
opportunities for lo-
cal residents and
strengthen the
economy of the
Makran Division.

Officials from both
sides will visit the

Sorab-Mand border
point, while Iranian
authorities are
scheduled to inspect
the site on Decem-
ber 1.  Following
these visits, the bor-
der will be formally
opened for business
activities within the
same week. Local
residents and traders
have welcomed the
decision, expressing
hope that the revival
of border trade will
boost the regional
economy and fur-
ther strengthen
friendly and coop-
erative ties between
Pakistan and Iran.

A meeting was held
regarding the Measles &

Rubella vaccination
campaign.

LORALAI: An impor-
tant meeting regarding
the Measles and Rubella
vaccination campaign
was held at the DC Of-
fice Loralai under the
chairmanship of Deputy
Commissioner Loralai
Miran Baloch.

The meeting was
attended by Assistant
Commissioner Bori
Nadeem Akram, Deputy
DHO Dr. Abdul Halim
Otmankhel, Deputy DHO
Dr. Zaman Hamzazai,
WHO Dr. Zarak Khan,
PPHI Dr. Farhan Kakar,
MMS Dr.  Anwar
Mandukhel, N-Staff Dr.
Farhan CCO Muhammad
Hashim, Focal Person
Mukhtiar Ahmed, repre-
sentatives and heads of
various l ine depart-
ments.

On this occasion,
Dr. Zarak Khan of WHO
said that like other parts
of the country, the cam-
paign against measles
and rubella is being
launched in Loralai dis-
trict on November 17,
2025, which will con-
tinue till November 29,
2025, so that children
can be protected from

these deadly diseases
by vaccination. He said
that this vaccine is be-
ing given to children
from 6 months to 4 years
and 11 months.

The target is 38,000
so that they can be pro-
tected from diseases. On
this occasion, Deputy
DHO Dr. Abdul Halim
Otmankhel said that this
is a national vaccination
campaign in which rep-
resentatives of all line
departments and union
councils will have to
support the health de-
partment.

 May the campaign
be successful. In the
concluding remarks of
the meeting,  Deputy

Commissioner Miran
Baloch assured the
health department offi-
cials that the district ad-
ministration would pro-
vide all possible support.
He said that the council-
ors of union councils
and officers of the edu-
cation department would
be instructed to facilitate
the success of the cam-
paign in their areas.

On this occasion, he
directed District Educa-
tion Officer (Female)
Fawzia to issue a letter
to the headmasters of
schools so that they
fully cooperate with the
health department dur-
ing the awareness ses-
sions.
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PM Shehbaz to meet
CEOs of Amazon, Alibaba,

and Walmart
NEWS DESK: :A high-
level meeting on
Tuesday finalised a list
of Chief Executive
Officers (CEOs) of global
retail  companies,
including Amazon,
Alibaba and Walmart, to
arrange a meeting with
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif.

These companies
represent several
countries, including the
United States (US),
China,  the United
Kingdom (UK),
Germany, the
Netherlands and France.
Federal Minister for
Commerce Jam Kamal
Khan, Federal Minister
for National Food
Security Rana Tanveer
Hussain, Special
Assistant to the Prime
Minister (SAPM)
Haroon Akhtar Khan,
and Minister of State for
Finance and Railways
Bilal  Azhar Kayani
attended the meeting in
Islamabad.

The meeting
discussed preparations
for the upcoming
interaction between PM
Sharif and the CEOs of
the top 20 companies in
Pakistan. The federal
ministers reviewed
arrangements and the
invitation process for the

CEOs to meet the prime
minister. Participants
also deliberated on
strategic measures to
promote investment in
Pakistan and highlight
the country's economic
and geopolitical
significance on the
global stage.

SAPM Haroon
Akhtar Khan
emphasised that
Pakistan holds immense
strategic importance and
offers vast investment
opportunities across
multiple sectors.  He
added that the prime
minister 's  upcoming
meeting with the top
CEOs would be a "game-

changer for Pakistan's
economy."

Federal Minister for
Commerce Jam Kamal
Khan stated that trade
policies are being
aligned with modern
global trends to ensure
sustainable economic
growth, while Food
Minister Rana Tanveer
Hussain highlighted the
need to adopt modern
technology to enhance
agricultural productivity.

Minister of State
Bilal Azhar Kayani noted
that stabili ty in the
investment sector would
lead to increased
e m p l o y m e n t
opportunities and

sustainable economic
development. Akhtar
Khan further mentioned
that the government's
outreach to
ambassadors and global
stakeholders is part of a
broader effort to project
Pakistan's positive image
internationally.

The ministers
reiterated that the
government views the
private sector as a strong
and essential partner in
national development.
They affirmed that PM
Sharif's investment-
friendly policies are
yielding tangible,
positive outcomes for
Pakistan's economy.

Government touts cheaper electricity for factories,
but businesses aren't buying it

NEWS DESK:The Na-
tional Electric Power
Regulatory Authority
(Nepra) and business-
men have raised ques-
tions about the incre-
mental consumption
package announced for
industrial and agricul-
tural consumers, saying
it appears discrimina-
tory, overly complex and
may not succeed.

The Power Division
emphasised that the
package was based on
"lessons learnt in the
past' and was a result of
wisdom. However, the
industries rejected the
plan and demanded that
the price be fixed at nine
cents per unit for its suc-
cessful implementation.
They also called for re-
ducing the load factor
from 60% to 40%.

An official of the
Power Division said that
the package would con-
tribute Rs1.16 trillion to
the country's gross do-
mestic product (GDP).
However, the ministry
added that the package
may be reviewed or ter-
minated, if marginal cost
rose.

The division made a
shocking revelation that
consumers would be
paying Rs1.7 trillion in
capacity charges to

those power plants that
were not generating a
single unit, which trans-
lated into Rs17 per unit.

It also broke silence
over the impact of
solarisation, saying that
electricity demand had
not changed due to net
metering. Consumers
using a cumulative 1,300
megawatts have exited

stability of the grid and
easing the burden of ca-
pacity charges. Nepra
conducted a public hear-
ing on Tuesday to con-
sider the approval of the
incremental package an-
nounced by the govern-
ment. Under the pack-
age, electricity will be

ence period. The refer-
ence months for deter-
mining the incremental
consumption shall be
from December 2023 to
November 2024. The
package will remain in
force for three years
from the date of ap-
proval. It will be subsidy-

neutral for both DISCOs
and K-Electric consum-
ers.  "We want the indus-
try to run more shifts as
it will reduce the capac-
ity burden," a Power Di-
vision official said, add-
ing that the drop in de-
mand came in the wake
of high tariffs, which
encouraged solarisation.

The officials said
that solar net metering
had crossed 6,000 MW
whereas the consumers
using 12,000-13,000 MW
shifted to off-grid solar.

Owing to low de-
mand, grid stability was
at stake, they stressed,
adding that the package
would address such is-
sues. They dismissed
the talk that solarisation
had slashed electricity
demand.

The officials
pointed out that indus-
trial units were shutting
down, which also re-
sulted in lower power
demand. Nepra said that
industries would remain
confused due to uncer-
tainty about tariff adjust-
ment. "We will come to
Nepra for review in case
marginal cost rises," as
the review had been in-
corporated into the pack-
age to hedge against
risk to other consumers,
the Power Division said.

PSX suffers 3,668 point plunge, as 27th
Amendment, terror reports trigger sell-off

NEWS DESK:Following
a robust rally a day ago,
the Pakistan Stock Ex-
change (PSX) saw a
sharp reversal on Tues-
day as heavy selling
pulled the benchmark
KSE-100 index down by
3,668 points.

Investors turned
cautious amid political
uncertainty after the ap-
proval of the 27th Con-
stitutional Amendment
by the Senate with a
two-thirds majority. In
addition, reports of ter-
rorist attacks added to
investor unease, leading
to broad-based
offloading across key
sectors.

During the session,
the index moved be-
tween the intra-day high
of 161,517 and low of
157,766, before closing
at 157,870.50. Auto as-
semblers, cement, com-
mercial banks, oil and
gas exploration, oil mar-
keting companies, power
generation and refineries
were the main sectors
that faced selling bouts.

KTrade Securities
equities trader Ahmed
Sheraz commented that
PSX witnessed a steep
downturn on Tuesday
as the KSE-100 index
plunged 3,668 points.
The sell-off was broad-
based, with major sec-
tors like banking, oil and
gas, cement and fertiliser
suffering notable losses.

Market sentiment

took a hit from terror in-
cidents in Islamabad and
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa,
leading to loss of human
lives. Also, fears of po-
tential tension on the
Indian border sparked
caution, he said.

The selling spree
was observed in blue-
chip stocks including
Engro, Oil & Gas Devel-
opment Company, Hub
Power, Fauji Fertiliser,
Lucky Cement, Mari En-
ergies, National Bank
and Pakistan Petroleum,
which primarily contrib-

(+1%), Bank AL Habib
(+0.09%) and Mahmood
Textile Mills (+0.6%)
among the gainers. On
the flip side, Engro Hold-
ings (-3.58%), OGDC (-
3.74%) and Hub Power
(-2.93%) were the big-
gest index drags. With
the potential for increase
in tensions between Pa-
kistan and India, the PSX
may again see elevated
risks of a downside, AHL
cautioned. JS Global
analyst  Muhammad
Hasan Ather wrote that
the KSE-100 index

uted to the market's de-
cline. Arif Habib Limited
(AHL) noted that a dam-
aging session took the
KSE-100 index down to
the bottom of the 157k-
170k range following
blasts in India and
Islamabad. Only four
shares rose while 94 fell
with Kot Addu Power

tumbled on Tuesday,
marking one of the
steepest declines in re-
cent sessions. The sell-
off was fuelled by re-
newed security con-
cerns amid geopolitical
conflicts and height-
ened political uncer-
tainty after the proposed
constitutional amend-

ment. Overall trading
volumes increased to
836.4 million shares
against Monday's tally
of 783.3 million. The
value of traded stocks
stood at Rs38.1 billion.

Shares of 484 com-
panies were traded. Of
these, 79 stocks closed
higher, 364 declined and
41 remained unchanged.

First National Equi-
ties was the volume
leader with trading in
77.2 million shares, gain-
ing Rs1.39 to close at
Rs22.61. It was followed

by K-Electric with 66.9
million shares, falling
Rs0.22 to close at Rs5.12
and WorldCall Telecom
with 46.8 million shares,
losing Rs0.07 to close at
Rs1.70. Foreign inves-
tors were net sellers of
shares worth Rs198 mil-
l ion,  according to
NCCPL.

IMF mission tackles Pakistan's Rs448b budget discrepancy
NEWS DESK:The Inter-
national Monetary Fund
(IMF) has launched a
technical assistance
mission at Pakistan's re-
quest to improve budget
management. The coun-
try faces the challenge
of a persistent statistical
discrepancy that peaked
at Rs448 billion in the
first quarter of this fis-
cal year.

The nearly two-
week-long mission will
scrutinise Pakistan's
laws, rules and practices
before finalising a report
to fix loopholes, said
government sources.
The four-member tech-
nical mission on Mon-
day began discussions
with representatives of
federal and provincial
governments.

Nino Tchelishvili
from the fiscal affairs
department is leading
the IMF delegation,
which will  stay in
Islamabad till November
21. Pakistan requested
the IMF to field the mis-
sion to support data-
driven decision-making
in budget management.

The mission's find-
ings will be shared with
IMF executive directors
and sponsor countries,
mainly Belgium, Den-
mark,  the European
Union, France, Germany,
Saudi Arabia and the

United Kingdom, said
the sources.

Technical missions
are separate from IMF
programme missions.
However, advisory re-
ports of these missions
eventually become struc-
tural benchmarks of bail-
out packages. The mis-
sion has arrived at a time
when Pakistani authori-
ties and the IMF head-
quarters are finalising
the Governance and
Corruption Diagnostic
Assessment technical
mission report.

Pakistan wants the
IMF to delete certain
parts of the draft gover-
nance report before it is
made public. The IMF
has set the condition
that Pakistan must re-
lease the report before
the IMF board meeting
for approval of two loan
tranches totalling $1.2
billion in the first week
of December.

Sources said the
objective of the budget
mission is to strengthen
fiscal data governance
to support data-driven
decision-making in bud-
get management. The
mission will focus on fis-
cal data governance as-
pects to enhance data
interoperability. It will
also support the imple-
mentation of the Gov-
ernment Integrated Fi-

nancial Management In-
formation System.

The mission will
utilise a Fiscal Data
Governance framework
to gauge the compatibil-
ity of Pakistan's budget.

The IMF fiscal gov-
ernance framework out-
lines nearly three dozen
practices across six ar-
eas. These mainly in-
clude legal framework,
fiscal data strategy, data
architecture, storage
and privacy, digital tech-
nologies, organisational
set-up, and internal con-
trols.

Pakistan has long
been taking advice from
the World Bank and
IMF to improve its bud-
get practices. This in-
cludes loans from the
World Bank to develop
better systems. How-
ever, despite these ef-
forts, it has not been
able to accurately book
expenses and revenues.

The Ministry of Fi-
nance last week released
the fiscal operations
summary for the July-
September quarter of
this fiscal year. The sum-
mary showed a total

Rs448 billion worth of
statistical discrepancy
in the accounts of fed-
eral and provincial gov-
ernments.

Details showed the
federal government did
not have visibility of
Rs93 billion in expenses.
The provinces' ac-
counts also had Rs354
billion in revenue-related
discrepancies.

The finance minis-
try said the federal
government's discrep-
ancy was related to a
decrease in commercial
bank deposits. It also

stemmed from variations
due to time lag in report-
ing and book adjust-
ments amongst the State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP),
Federal Board of Rev-
enue (FBR) and Eco-
nomic Affairs Division.

The finance minis-
try said the statistical
discrepancy for Punjab
was recorded at Rs209
billion due to "non-clear-
ance, delayed payments
or late presentation of
cheques relating to as-
signment accounts – in-
crease in commercial
bank deposits and be-

low-the-line inflows".
The finance minis-

try said Sindh's statisti-
cal  discrepancy was
Rs47 billion, Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa Rs33 bil-
lion and Balochistan
Rs66 billion. These were
due to movement in their
commercial bank depos-
its.

Sources said the
IMF mission will cover
all aspects of the budget
from allocations to re-
leases and reporting.
The mission will also
hold discussions on
Public Finance Manage-
ment laws, fiscal data
strategy and internal
controls.

The IMF will look
into treasury and cash
management, including
the collection and book-
ing of non-tax and tax
revenues. Sources said
there are also serious is-
sues about the booking
of tax revenues, which
often vary from Rs10 bil-
lion to Rs15 billion per
month. The IMF will
scrutinise data architec-
ture and storage facili-
ties to ensure privacy.
The mission will review
the process of determin-
ing budget ceilings and
bottom-up budget sub-
missions,  including
budget planning and
implementation.

There will also be

discussions on provin-
cial budget planning and
execution. The mission
will conduct a deeper
assessment of electronic
public procurement sys-
tems.

The central bank's
payment systems will
also come under IMF re-
view, sources said.

Sources said the
IMF will also give rec-
ommendations on debt
management and a re-
port, which remains frag-
mented. There are sig-
nificant delays and accu-
racy issues.

Former Director
General of Debt Man-
agement Office of the
Ministry of Finance,
Abdul Rahman
Warriach, said last week
that Pakistan's public
debt definition was be-
low international stan-
dards. A few critical and
major debt figures were
not reported, including
circular debt and pen-
sion liabilities.

However, the in-
cumbent DG Debt Office,
Mohsin Chandna,
claimed that the debt
definition was reflective
of international stan-
dards.

Sources said the
mission will produce a
report and its findings
will be subsequently
implemented.

the national grid and
they are off-grid now. In
the agriculture sector,
electricity demand has
dropped 40-50% due to
solarisation.

Officials of the
Power Division said that
demand for electricity
had not increased sig-

nificantly but its con-
sumption shifted from
day to night time due to
solarisation. Now, peak
hours have been ex-
tended from 10 pm to
morning time. They
stressed that the incre-
mental package had
been prepared to en-
courage increase in
power consumption for

provided at Rs22.98 per
unit to industrial and pri-
vate agricultural con-
sumers, including both
time-of-use (ToU) and
non-ToU categories of
ex-Wapda distribution
companies (DISCOs)
and K-Electric, on peak
and off-peak incremen-
tal consumption over
the corresponding refer-

Nepra snubs govt over
industrial tariff push

NEWS DESK: : The Na-
tional Electric Power
Regulatory Authority
(Nepra) on Tuesday
criticised the Power Di-
vision for attempting to
fast-track approval of its
proposed cheaper
power package for in-
dustrial and private ag-
ricultural consumers
without prior consulta-
tion.

“You are compro-
mising your case by
seeking instant regula-
tory approval. This is
unfair to the regulator
and those who make
payments,” said Nepra’s
Sindh Member (Techni-
cal), Rafique A Shaikh.
His remarks followed a
request by a Power Di-
vision team, led by Ad-
ditional Secretary
Mehfooz Bhatti, for im-
mediate approval so
new rates could be re-
flected in this month’s
bills.

Nepra Chairman
Waseem Mukhtar pre-
sided over the public
hearing on the
government’s initiative
to offer incremental con-
sumption at Rs22.98 per
unit, against a base rate
of about Rs11 per unit,
aiming to revive electric-

ity demand, boost indus-
trial growth, and reduce
blackout risks without
fiscal outlays. Industri-
alists reject package

Representa tives
from the Federation of
Pakistan Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
(FPCCI) and All Pakistan
Textile Mills Association
(Aptma) criticised the
package as inadequate,
saying discounts of
Rs2-6 per unit on addi-
tional consumption were
insufficient. They called
for the base tariff to drop
to 9 cents per unit and
for cross-subsidies to
be removed, noting that
competitors such as
Bangladesh, Vietnam,
and India offer rates be-
tween 4 and 9 cents per
unit . Officials re-
sponded that the
scheme had been cleared
by the federal cabinet

and the ministries fol-
lowing a lengthy consul-
tative process. “The in-
dustry is free to take it
or leave it. The package
is not subject to
change,” they said.

Regulator says
rushing approval under-
mines process as indus-
trialists call package in-
sufficient The ministry
said solar penetration
had grown to 6,035MW
in the net-metering seg-
ment and 12,000MW in
the off-grid segment,
creating stability chal-
lenges. The incentive
package, it said, would
help stabilise the grid.
When asked about con-
flicting federal and pro-
vincial solar policies, Mr
Bhatti avoided a direct
response, noting only
that the centre supports
Punjab’s solar
tubewells.
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Stokes bats away criticism of
England’s Ashes preparations

NEWS DESK:  En-
gland captain Ben
Stokes denied on
Wednesday that his side
were undercooked for
the Ashes series against
Australia after a chorus
of criticism led by leg-
ends Ian Botham and
Geoffrey Boycott.

England’s full
squad only assembled
in Perth last weekend,
some coming from a
white-ball series in
New Zealand where
they crashed 3-0,
while others arrived in
dribs and drabs.

They only have
one red-ball warm-up
game before the open-
ing Test in Perth on
November 21 — a
three-day clash against
a second-tier England A
starting on Thursday.

In contrast,  al-
most all of Australia’s
Ashes squad have been
playing domestic
Sheffield Shield
matches around the
country.

Boycott wrote in a
recent column for Brit-
ish newspaper The
Telegraph that

England’s preparations
were “madness”.

“If they win in
Australia it will be in
spite of their lack of
match practice, not
because of it. Match
practice would give
them a better chance,”
he said.

Botham last month
said a lack of warm-
ups against Australian
state sides “borders on
arrogance” and re-
newed his criticism this
week.

“I think histori-
cally, you have to
acclimatise when you
come down here,” he
said in Melbourne.
“You’ve got to remem-
ber there’s 24 million
people down here, not
11. And you have to
take that on board.

“The ball does
seem to get to you
quicker [in Perth] and
the light’s different.
There’s all kinds of
things go into the melt-
ing pot.”

But Stokes is ada-
mant England are
ready for what will be
a gruelling five-Test

showdown as they bid
to win a first series in
Australia since 2010-
2011.

“I don’t really
know what we’re sup-
posed to do, to be hon-
est,” said the talismanic
all-rounder, who has
not played any cricket
since July after a shoul-
der injury.

“The schedule is
pretty jam-packed to
be able to sort of pre-
pare the way our teams
probably would have
done 10-15-20-30
years ago. There’s a lot
of factors that have
changed over the years
of cricket.

“So in terms of
preparation, we’ve
been preparing for this
for a very long time.
We put a lot of time and
effort into how we pre-
pare for every series,
and that hasn’t changed
with this one.

“So from the 21st
of this month, we
know that we would
have put everything
possible that we could
have done to be in the
right place.”

Alcaraz wins thriller with Fritz at ATP
Finals, Musetti downs De Minaur

Assistant coach
Marcus Trescothick
also defended
England’s lead-up, say-
ing: “Times have dra-
matically changed in
the way that cricket is
done.

“If you look at the
situation around the
world, everyone does
the same nowadays.
You turn up, play a
game and into the se-
ries you go.”

England, who last
lifted the Ashes urn at
home in 2015, have a
terrible recent record in
Australia, losing 13 of
the last 15 Tests. The
other two were drawn.

Stokes insisted
past results meant little.

“They’re a phe-
nomenal team, espe-
cially in their home, so
we know the next
two-and-a-half months
is going to be tough for
us,” he said of Austra-
lia.

“But I think all the
series that have gone
past, whether that be in
Australia or England, I
don’t think count for
much.“

NEWS DESK:
Carlos Alcaraz came
under extreme pres-
sure before overcom-
ing Taylor Fritz 6-7(2)
7-5 6-3 in a thrilling
match at the ATP Fi-
nals on Tuesday, be-
fore Italy’s Lorenzo
Musetti beat Alex de
Minaur in a dramatic
encounter.

Musetti’s 7-5 3-6
7-5 win means that all
four players can still
make the semi-finals,
with the Italian facing
Alcaraz, on two wins
from two, and Fritz
taking on De Minaur
on Thursday to close
out the Jimmy
Connors Group, with
the top two making the
last four.

Last year’s final-
ist Fritz played the ten-
nis of his life, as both
men served up the
best encounter of the
season-ending cham-
pionships so far, but
the American ran out
of steam as Alcaraz
turned on the style and
took the deciding set
with ease.

Alcaraz and Fritz
had won their opening
group matches, and

the Spaniard looked in
real trouble when the
American took the
opening set in a
tiebreak. Alcaraz
faced break points in
the second set but ral-
lied back to draw
level.

Fritz began to tire,
and Alcaraz broke to
lead 4-2 in the final set
before wrapping up
the win in two hours
and 48 minutes by
serving out to love.

“It was pretty
tight, I was struggling
more than him in the
first set,”

Alcaraz said.
“I wasn’t serving

well, and I think he
was pretty comfort-
able from the baseline,
from everywhere.”

Alcaraz needs
one more victory to
guarantee the year-
ending world number
one spot.

Tuesday’s clash
was a battle from the
opening game, with
Fritz taking nine min-
utes to hold after hit-
ting three aces but also
facing two break
points. The American
forced three break

points in the next game
before the pair traded
breaks.

Fritz raced into a
5-2 lead in the tiebreak
and smashed two aces
to take the set.

At 2-2 in the sec-
ond, Alcaraz was
rattled, his drop shots
which earlier beat Fritz
began to fall short but,
after losing advantage
five times, the Span-
iard held on.

Alcaraz got lucky
with a shot that hit the
net but crept over in
the final game of the
second set and broke
to take the match to a
third, where the Span-
iard outclassed an ex-
hausted Fritz.

“I was really re-
lieved after the win
because of everything
I went through during
the match,” Alcaraz
said.

“I wasn’t feeling
the ball as well as I
was in the first round,
but I’m really happy
that I found a way to
come back.”

Musetti looked
down and out with De
Minaur serving for the
match but those few

Domestic toil pays off for Haris in
lethal spell against Sri Lanka

NEWS DESK: Hit to all
parts by India in the Asia
Cup final at the end of
September, Haris Rauf
turned to domestic
cricket to rediscover his
mojo.

On his return to in-
ternational cricket, the
grind of first-class
cricket paved the way for
a fiery spell of fast bowl-
ing that clinched victory
for Pakistan with the 32-
year-old ripping through
the Sri Lankan top-order,
and finishing with fig-
ures of 4-61, as the hosts
scraped to a six-run win
in the first One-day In-
ternational at the Pindi
Cricket Stadium on Tues-
day night.

“It wasn’t easy to
win tonight,” Haris said
at the post-match press
conference. “It wasn’t
easy to bowl in the dew
but you keep trying as a
bowler to pick wickets
and in the end we won,
which was
important.”The perfor-
mance was important for
Haris as well. Slammed
for being too easy to put
away in the highly-
charged Asia Cup final
against arch-rivals India,
the right-armer got back
to work with Islamabad
in the Quaid-e-Azam
Trophy.

“You keep giving
your best effort and try
to make an impact,” he
said. “In our field, there
is no forgiveness. Expec-
tations are always high
but sometimes you win,
some times you lose. We
are not machines. As a
player, you have to keep
believing in yourself as
there is always the next
morning after the night.”

The first Quaid-e-
Azam Trophy outing at
the start of October
against Lahore Whites
didn’t give Haris much
of a chance to flex his
arm. In a match that pe-
tered out to a draw, he
bowled just eight overs,
picking 1-21.

The second match,
at the end of last month,
also didn’t go very much
to plan with the speed-
ster returing figures of 2-
82 in 17 years in the first

innings before getting 1-
34 in 10 overs of the sec-
ond innings as
Islamabad were handed
a crushing 311-run de-
feat.

The key, though, as
he noted on Tuesday,
was about getting the
overs in the tank.

“As a player, as a
bowler, you start prepar-
ing for the next assign-
ment,” he told reporters,
adding that was also
looking to return to the
Test side.

“One-dayers de-
mand longer spells so I
played four-dayers,
which helped. You aim to
bowl around 40 overs
during the match and
fine-tune your body.”

Having been
dropped for the T20 se-
ries against South Africa,

century by Salman Ali
Agha and a maiden ODI
half-century by Hussain
Talat to post 299-5 and
after Sri Lankan openers
had given their side a
solid start in the chase,
Haris made the differ-
ence.

He broke the 85-run
opening partnership be-
tween Kamil Mishara
and Pathum Nissanka,
gett ing the former
caught at mid-off and
then had Kusal Mendis
chop him onto his
stumps on the very next
delivery.

Haris then found
the seam movement that
led to Nissanka’s undo-
ing, the opener getting
caught behind, and Sri
Lanka having been re-
duced to 90-3. The pacer,
though, wasn’t done for

The second match
of the series is on Thurs-
day and Sri Lanka will
look to hit back, having
lost their way after they
had Pakistan on the
ropes early on.

Hasaranga,  who
picked up 3-54, had re-
duced Pakistan to 95-4
halfway through their
innings only for Salman
(105 not out) and
Hussain (62) to wrest
back momentum and
power the hosts to what
proved to be a winning
score.

“That was the turn-
ing point,” Hasaranga
said at the post match
press conference.
“Credit should go to
Salman and Hussain as
they batted really well. In
the first 20-25 overs, we
did really well but then

who left early to beat
the traffic missed out
on a stunning come-
back.

The Italian took
the first set after
breaking serve at 5-5,
and De Minaur sur-
vived three break
points in the second set
opener before finding
his first break points of
the match at 4-4 and
making them count.

De Minaur had
control in the final set
at 2-0 up, but when it
came to the crunch
Musetti found energy
from somewhere to
pull off a great escape,
as defeat would have
meant elimination.

After two specta-
tors died from cardiac
arrests on Monday,
play was held up again
for a medical emer-
gency in the crowd in
the final set of
Musetti’s win.

The match was
suspended for several
minutes before re-
suming. Local media
reported a fan was
transported to hospital
in a serious but not
life-threatening condi-
tion.

National women’s one-day cricket
tournament to start from 14th

NEWS DESK:  The
National Women’s
One-day Tour-nament
will be held in
Faisalabad from Nov
14 to Dec 6.

The five-team
event will be played on
a double-league basis
with top two teams
contesting the final.

Stars will be look-
ing to defend their title
as they had beaten
Conquerors by five
wickets in the final of
previous season’s edi-
tion staged in
Rawalpindi.

C h a l l e n g e r s ,
Invi-ncibles and
Strikes are the other
three teams taking part
in the 50-over tourna-
ment.

The 20-member
preliminary squads of
the five teams as-
sembled in Faisalabad
on Monday and from
them 15 players of
each team will be se-
lected after a short
training camp at the
High Performance
Centre in Faisalabad.

A cash prize of
Rs1.5 million will be

received by the tourna-
ment winners while
runners-up will earn
Rs1 million. Player-of-
the-match in each of
the 21 matches will get
Rs25,000 while the
player-of-the-tourna-
ment will pocket
Rs200,000.

The tournament
will see 10 rounds with
two matches played in
each round followed
by the final.

All the matches
will take place at the
Iqbal Stadium and the
PCB High-Perfor-
mance Centre Ground
except the Nov 22
Challengers-Strikers
fixture which will be
staged at the Jawad
Club Cricket Ground.

CONQUERORS:
Fatima Sana (captain),
Aleena Masood, Amber
Kainat, Aqsa Bibi,
Ayesha Bilal, Eisha
Naeem, Esha
Rahupoto, Farzana
Farooq (wicket-
keeper), Gull Feroza,
Iram Javed, Lubna
Behram, Maheen Irfan,
Maham Anees,
Muqaddas Bukhari,

Sabiha Noor, Saima
Malik, Saira Jabeen,
Sidra Nawaz (wicket-
keeper), Umm-e-Hani,
Zunash Abdul Sattar

S T R I K E R S :
Nashra Sundhu (cap-
tain), Aliya Riaz, Aliza
Sabir, Amna Bibi,
Areesha Noor, Ghulam
Fatima, Humna Bilal,
Javeria Siddique, Laiba
Fatima, Laiba Nasir,
Mahnoor Aftab, Najiha
Alvi (wicket-keeper),
Noreen Yaqoob, Rabia
Rani, Rehmat Noreen,
Saiqa Riaz, Samina
Aftab, Sania Rasheed
( w i c k e t - k e e p e r ) ,
Shawaal Zulfiqar, Zaib-
un-Nisa Niaz

CHALLENGERS:
Rameen Shamim (cap-
tain), Aleena Shah,
Ayesha Zafar, Eyman
Fatima, Fatima Shahid,
Haleema Dua, Huraina
Sajjad, Jannat Rasheed,
Maham Manzoor,
Memoona Tipu, Neha
Sharmin Nadeem,
Quratulain, Ramama
Nazir, Sadaf Shamas,
Sana Talib, Tania
Saeed, Tayyaba Imdad,
Waheeda Akhtar,
Wasifa Hussain

(wicket-keeper), Yusra
Amir (wicket-keeper)

INVINCIBLES:
Muneeba Ali (captain,
w i c k e t - k e e p e r ) ,
Ayesha Rehman,
Bakhtawar Asad, Dua
Majid, Fatima Khan,
Hafsa Khalid, Khadija
Chishti, Laiba Mansoor,
Minhail Javaid,
Momina Riasat, Nayab
( w i c k e t - k e e p e r ) ,
Natalia Parvaiz,
Neelam Mushtaq, Rida
Aslam, Saba Sher,
Samiya Afsar, Sana
Urooj, Subica
Shahzadi, Tasmia
Rubab, Tuba Hassan

STARS: Omaima
Sohail (captain), Anam
Amin, Anosha Nasir,
Arijah Haseeb, Diana
Baig, Fatima Zahra,
Gull Rukh, Haniah
Ahmer, Kaynat Hafeez,
Manahil Rafiq, Noor-
ul-Iman, Seema Gul,
Shabnam Hayat
(wicket-keeper), Sidra
Amin, Soha Fatima
( w i c k e t - k e e p e r ) ,
Syeda Aroob Shah,
Syeda Masooma,
Syeda Taskyn Fatima,
Warda Yousuf, Yusra
Ehtesham.

Haris was set to return
for the three-match ODI
series against South Af-
rica in Faisalabad last
week, only to be sus-
pended for the first two
games after being found
guilty of violating ICC’s
Code of Conduct during
the Asia Cup match
against India.

He played the third
ODI, but bowled just
three overs as spinners
took charge and led Pa-
kistan to a series win
over the Proteas.

On Tuesday, how-
ever, it was a different
story.

Pakistan had rode
on a brilliant unbeaten

the night as he returned
to end a fourth-wicket
stand of 57 by sending
back Sadeera
Samarawickrama, after a
brilliant catch in the slip
by Babar Azam.

Sri Lanka were
down and out at 210-7
and although Wanindu
Hasaranga made a 52-
ball 59, Pakistan got over
the line.

“It was a team effort
that took us to victory,”
said Haris. “You win as
a team and you bowl in
partnerships.  Some-
times you don’t  get
wickets from one end
but you get it from the
other end.”

our plans and their ex-
ecution went wrong.”

It was a sentiment
that his captain Charith
Asalanka had shared
earlier at the post-match
ceremony.

“The way Salman
and Hussain batted, it
took the game away,”
said Asalanka. “We gave
away too many runs, it
should have been under
270.” Pakistan skipper
Shaheen Shah Afridi ad-
mitted the partnership
between Salman and
Hussain was key but
added a word for Haris:
“A target of 300 was
good and then Haris
gave us crucial wickets.”
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Trump says he has 'obligation' to sue BBC over speech edit
NEWS DESK: US
President Donald
Trump has said he has
an "obligation" to sue
the BBC over the way
a section of his speech
was edited in a Pan-
orama documentary.

Speaking to Fox
News, he said his 6
January 2021 speech
had been "butchered"
and the way it was
presented had "de-
frauded" viewers.

It is the first time
Trump has spoken
publicly about the mat-
ter since his lawyers
wrote to the BBC and
said he would sue for
$1bn (£759m) in dam-
ages unless the corpo-
ration issues a retrac-
tion, apologises and
compensates him.

A spokesperson
for the BBC said: "We
are reviewing the let-
ter and will respond
directly in due course."

BBC chair Samir
Shah has previously
apologised for an "er-
ror of judgement" over
the edit.

Appearing on Fox
News's The Ingraham
Angle, the president
was asked if he would

go ahead with the law-
suit, responding "well
I guess I have to, you
know, why not, be-
cause they defrauded

the public, and they've
admitted it".

Trump continued:
"They actually
changed my January 6

speech, which was a
beautiful speech,
which was a very
calming speech, and
they made it sound

radical.
"And they actually

changed it. What they
did was rather incred-
ible."

Asked again if he
would proceed with
the legal action, he
said: "Well I think I
have an obligation to

do it, because you
can't get people, you
can't allow people to
do that."

The Fox News in-

terview was recorded
on Monday, though
the section concerning
the BBC was not pub-
lished by Fox News
until late on Tuesday
evening in the US.

The BBC re-
ceived the letter from
Trump's lawyers on
Sunday. It demands a
"full and fair retrac-
tion" of the documen-
tary, an apology, and
that the BBC "appro-
priately compensate
President Trump for
the harm caused".

It sets a deadline
of 22:00 GMT (17:00
EST) on Friday for the
corporation to re-
spond.

The BBC has said
it will respond in due
course.

BBC News has
contacted the BBC
for comment on the
president's latest re-
marks.

If Trump sues in
Florida, he would also
need to establish the
BBC Panorama docu-
mentary was available
there. There is no evi-
dence so far to sug-
gest that it has been
shown in the US.

Israeli settlers set fire to
Palestinian warehouse and land

as West Bank attacks surge
NEWS DESK: Dozens
of Israeli  sett lers
launched arson attacks
targeting a Palestinian
warehouse, a Bedouin
village, and farmland in
the north of the occu-
pied West Bank on Tues-
day.

Several Palestin-
ians were injured.

The incidents were
the latest in a recent
surge in settler violence
coinciding with the olive
harvest season, when
Palestinians head to
their agricultural land
around towns and vil-
lages.

It comes just after
the UN's humanitarian
office said the number of
violent attacks by set-
tlers last month was the
highest since it began
collecting figures nearly
20 years ago.

Israel has built
about 160 settlements
housing 700,000 Jews
since it occupied the
West Bank and East
Jerusalem - land Pales-
tinians want, along with
Gaza, for a hoped-for fu-
ture state - during the
1967 Middle East war. An
estimated 3.3 million Pal-
estinians live alongside
them.

The settlements are
illegal under interna-
tional law.

Footage from Tues-
day shows dozens of
masked men on a hillside

east of Tulkarm. A Pal-
estinian warehouse in
Beit Lid was attacked,
with lorries set on fire.

Tents can be seen
ablaze in the Bedouin
village of Deir Sharaf,
with the sound of women
shouting in the back-
ground.

Palestinian Author-
ity Minister Muayyad
Shaaban, the head of the
Wall and Settlement Re-
sistance Commission,
said the attacks were
part of a campaign to
impose "a hostile envi-
ronment through intimi-
dation and terror".

The Israel Defense
Forces (IDF) said that
troops went to the scene
"to disperse the con-
frontation using riot dis-
persal means and appre-
hended several Israeli
civilians". It added that

soldiers were then at-
tacked by settlers gath-
ering nearby and their
vehicle was damaged.

Israeli police stated
that four suspects were
arrested.

In a post on X, Is-
raeli President Isaac
Herzog called the latest
events "shocking and
serious", blaming "a
handful of violent and
dangerous individuals".

He went on: "Such
violence against civil-
ians and against IDF sol-
diers crosses a red line
and I condemn it se-
verely."

The head of the IDF
Central Command, Ma-
jor-General Avi Bluth,
also condemned the at-
tacks, saying that such
incidents "undermine
the stability of the secu-
rity situation".

"The reali ty in
which anarchist fringe
youth act violently
against innocent civil-
ians and against security
forces is unacceptable
and is extremely serious.
It must be dealt with
firmly," he told officers,
in comments sent by the
Israeli military.

"The directive to
IDF soldiers is clear: do
not stand idly by and do
everything in your
power to prevent any act
of nationalist crime."

The large-scale at-
tack on Tuesday was a
rare instance of Israeli
law enforcement acting
to counter settler vio-
lence, which has in-
creased dramatically
since the Hamas-led at-
tacks on Israel on 7 Oc-
tober 2023 triggered the
Gaza war.

Thailand extradites owner of
Myanmar scam city to China

NEWS DESK: She
Zhijiang, a Chinese
national accused of
building an illicit gam-
bling empire in South
East Asia, is being ex-
tradited to China - end-
ing his years-long
battle against the or-
der.

He has been de-
tained in Thailand
since 2022, after the
Thai police arrested
him acting on a Chi-
nese request to
Interpol.

China accuses
She Zhijiang of run-
ning illegal online gam-
bling rings, and this
week a Thai court up-
held the decision to
extradite him. He ar-
rived at a Bangkok air-
port on Wednesday,
flanked by two secu-
rity officials.

His extradition
comes ahead of a
landmark visit by
Thailand's king to
Beijing - the first state
visit to China by a

reigning Thai monarch
and a sign of deepen-
ing ties.

She Zhijiang is
one of the biggest
names linked to the
vast cyberscam hubs
in South East Asia,
which have trapped
thousands of Chinese
nationals and sparked
a crackdown from
Beijing.

One of his most
notorious projects is
Myanmar's Shwe
Kokko city, near the
Thai border. It's por-

trayed in promotional
videos as a resort city
for Chinese tourists,
but its glitzy buildings
are allegedly home to
fraud, money launder-
ing and human traf-
ficking. During a visit
to the city earlier this
year, the BBC saw
very few overseas
visitors. Local people
there said that scam
businesses were still
operating.

She Zhijiang and
his company Yatai is
sanctioned by the UK

and the US for his links
to rights abuses in the
scam farms in their
development.

Speaking to the
BBC from prison ear-
lier this year, She
Zhijiang maintained
that his company
would "never accept
telecom fraud and
scams" - though he
also noted admitted
that scammers were
likely to enter Shwe
Kokko since the city
was "completely open
to anyone".

Venezuela announces ‘massive
mobilization’ of military forces
as America’s largest warship

sails into region
NEWS DESK: says it

is launching a “mas-
sive mobilization” of
military personnel,
weapons and equip-
ment in response to
the build-up of US
warships and troops
in the Caribbean
Sea.

Land, air, naval and
reserve forces will
carry out exercises
through Wednesday,
according to De-
fense Minister
Vladimir Padrino

López, who de-
scribed the deploy-
ment as a response
to the “imperialist
threat” posed by the
US build-up.

In addition to regular
military units, the ex-
ercises will involve
the Bolivarian Militia
– a reserve force
made up of civilians
that was created by
the late President
Hugo Chávez and is
named after Simon
Bolivar, the revolu-
tionary who secured
the independence of
numerous Latin
American countries
from Spain.

Padrino López, who
attributed the order
directly to Venezu-
elan President
Nicolas Maduro,
said the objective of
the exercise was to
“optimize command,
control and commu-
nications” and en-
sure the defense of

the country.
The move comes amid

increasing tension
between the two
countries as the US
build-up continues.
On Tuesday, the US
Navy announced the
aircraft carrier USS
Gerald R. Ford –
America’s largest
warship – had ar-
rived in the US
Southern Command
area of operations,
which includes most
of Latin America.

really trying to force
regime change and
some Trump admin-
istration officials
have privately con-
ceded their strategy
is aimed at removing
Maduro.

Last month, Trump
said he had autho-
rized the CIA to op-
erate in Venezuela
and he has previously
suggested he was
weighing the possibil-
ity of strikes inside
the country – though

US Defense Secre-
tary Pete Hegseth
ordered the Ford to
make its way to the
Caribbean from Eu-
rope late last month.

The strike group ac-
companying the Ford
brings with it nine air
squadrons, two
Arleigh Burke-class
guided missile de-
stroyers – the USS
Bainbridge and USS
Mahan – the inte-
grated air and missile
defense command
ship USS Winston S.
Churchill, and more
than 4,000 sailors.

The US has framed its
build-up of forces in
the region as aimed
at combating drug
trafficking and the
flow of drugs into the
United States, and
has carried out
strikes on numerous
alleged drug boats in
recent weeks.

However, Caracas
believes the US is

administration offi-
cials have since said
the US is not cur-
rently planning such
action.

In his statement Tues-
day, Padrino López
framed the deploy-
ment of the Venezu-
elan forces as part of
Maduro’s wider “In-
dependence Plan
200” – a civic-mili-
tary strategy aimed
at mobilizing conven-
tional military forces
alongside militia and
police forces to de-
fend the country.
Venezuela’s conven-
tional military, the
Bolivarian National
Armed Forces, has
some 123,000 mem-
bers.

Maduro has also
claimed that his vol-
unteer militias now
have more than 8
million reservists,
though experts have
called into question
that number as well

as the quality of the
troops’ training.

With the arrival of the
Ford, there are
thought to be roughly
15,000 US personnel
in the region.

A significant percent-
age of all deployed
US naval assets
were already in the
region before the ar-
rival of the Ford
group, including the
Iwo Jima Amphibious
Ready Group and
the 22nd Marine Ex-

peditionary Unit,
amounting to more
than 4,500 Marines
and sailors, three
guided-missile de-
stroyers, an attack
submarine, a special
operations ship, a
guided missile
cruiser and P-8
Poseidon reconnais-
sance aircraft.

At the same time, the
US has deployed 10
F-35 fighter jets to
Puerto Rico, which
has become a hub
for the US military
as part of the in-
creased focus on the
Caribbean. The US
has also deployed at
least three MQ-9
reaper drones to the
island, according to
images captured by
Reuters in Aguadilla,
Puerto Rico. Along-
side the hardware,
there are thought to
be around 5,000 US
troops in Puerto
Rico.
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