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Pakistan Navy seizes over
2,000kg of crystal meth
worth nearly $130m in
Arabian Sea drug bust

ADB Warns of Severe Water
Scarcity in Balochistan, Lauds
Digital Climate System

The Asian Devel-
opment Bank (ADB)
has issued an urgent
warning about a grow-
ing water scarcity cri-
sis in Balochistan,

revealing that only
7 percent of the
province’s land is cur-
rently under cultiva-
tion.

The bank’s latest
report underscores the
severity of the situation
and outlines how a
newly implemented
digital water and cli-
mate management
system is making a
positive impact.

According to the
ADB, a network of
automatic weather
stations now provides
precise, real-time mea- . ¢ 4
surements of rainfall, is not only improving The report also In parallel with the
temperature, and wind  crop management—it highlights stronger in- digital system, ADB-
speed across the re- isalso enabling proac- terdepartmental coordi-  funded dams and new
gion. tive disaster prepared- nation and improved canal infrastructure

Farmers are le- ness. planning. Thanks to have boosted water
veraging this data to The platform can {aining efforts, local supply for irrigation,
optimize their irrigation issue timely warnings  gecs the skills to oper- Notably, solar-powered
schedules, which has offloodsand droughts, ate and maintain the GriP, irrigation systems
led tosignificant reduc-  giving government system independently. " being deployed to
tions in water loss and  agencies reliable in- This capacity building SOnSSTYe water and
measurable gains in formation to plan for ensures long-term S“Pp"l‘:‘ "1“’“" S:que
agricultural productiv- fair water distribution ~Sustainabilityand resil-  §ETER TR SUPLL T
by ; T contributing to

Punjab forms 12
JITs to probe key
TLP cases

Punjab forms 12 JITs to probe
key TLP cases

NEWS DESK:
Twelve joint investiga-
tion teams have been
formed by the Punjab
Home Department to
probe cases registered
under the Anti-Terror-
ism Act 1997 and the
Pakistan Penal Code
across Lahore and
Sheikhupura districts.

A JOllll investiga-
tion team is a multi-

.| agency group as-

sembled to investigate
complex cases.

The joint investiga-
tion teams (JIT) were
established primarily
on November 6, 2025,
under the authority of
Section 19(1) of the
ATA, which empow-
ers the government to
utilise specialized
forces for addressing
terrorist acts and of-
fenses.

Seven JITs are
dedicated to cases in
Lahore, while five will
oversee investigations
in Sheikhupura.

The JITs estab-
lished for these mat-
ters comprise senior
police officers, repre-
sentatives  of the
Counter Terrorism
Department (CTD) in
the rank of DSP, and
often include members
from intelligence

Each JIT is tasked
with completing its in-

ity. and strategic emer- lence. Balochistan’s long-term
Early Warning gency response. Infrastructure  yater security.tural
for Floods Strengthening Improvements output, further contnb- )
O uting fo agencies
and Drought ~ Governance and  and i long term water sec-
The digital system  Local Capacity Irrigation rity.

vestigation and sub- (PS Saddar Muridke). Forty-eight police
mitting a final report, FIRs2394/25 (PS and Rangers person-
or "challan,” under Narang Mandi) and nel were injured (17
Section 173 of the 2395/2025 (PS from gunfire), while
Criminal Procedure Manawala). three TLP supporters
Code, thereby advanc- FIR 4139/2025 and one passerby
ing the cases for trial (PS Ferozewala). were killed, and eight
as required by the These investiga- civilians were
ATA. In the tions are happening wounded. Protesters
Sheikhupura district, because of the vio- reportedly set fire to
JITs convened by the lence that took place approximately40 gov-
SP Investigation will in October during the ernment and private
handle cases from the TLP's long march. vehicles.
Muridke Circle, in- In Muridke, the In Lahore, JITs
cluding: violence resulted in have been set up for
FIR No. 2392/ the martyrdom of Fac- cases registered
2025 (PS  City tory Areca SHO across the Igbal Town
Muridke): Involves se- - Shehzad Nawaz, who and City divisions, cov-
rious charges, includ- was fatally shot by ering:
ing murder (302), at- protesters. During the PS  Nawankot
tempted murder (324), clashes, police and and City Nawankot
kidnapping (365),and Rangers launched a (including FIRs 3279/
dacoity (395), inaddi- counter-operation to 25,3272/25,and 3271/
tionto violations of the ~ disperse the crowds, 25).
ATA, MPO, Arms which had reportedly Cases from
Act, and the Punjab used stones, spiked Shahdara Town,
Sound System Act. sticks, and petrol Shahdara, and Ravi
FIR No. 2393/25 bombs. Road police stations.

Saudi Arabia joins 'major
non-NATO ally' club

NEWS DESK: President

Donald Trump on Tues-

day designated Saudi |
Arabia as a major non-

NATO ally, reviving a
decades-old strategic
partnership as the two
countries signed sweep-
ing agreements on arms
sales, civil nuclear coop-
eration, artificial intelli-
gence, and critical min-
erals.

The designation
signals a return to tradi-
tional US-Saudi ties.
While it doesn't provide
the mutual defense guar- r =
antees enjoyed by = s
NATO members, it ==
grants the kingdom sig-
nificant economic, mili- between lhcworld;blg— granting Saudi Arabia fies deterrence across
tary, and defense ben- gest economy and its the designation, adding the Middle East," Riyadh
efits, a status the US re-  top oil exporter, evenas  that US strikes on Ira- committed to new bur-
serves for countries of the international outcry nian nuclear facilities in ~ den-sharing funds to off-
strategic importance over journalist Jamal Junehad made theking- set US costs while mak-
outside the Atlantic alli- Khashoggi's 2018 killing  dom safer. ingit easier for American
ance. Pakistan received has gradually faded Saudi Arabiapaida defense firms to operate
this designation from from diplomatic dis- steep price for the honor, in the kingdom. The
Bush post 9/11in2004.  course. Trump said he becoming the 20thcoun” countries also com-

The meeting under-  was "taking our military try on the list. Under a pleted negotiations on
scored Trump's determi- cooperation to even Strategic Defense civil nuclear energy co-
nation to prioritize ties greater heights" by Agreement that "forti- operation.

Federal Constitutional Court decides to adopt
Supreme Court Rules 2025

NEWS DESK: The
Federal Constitutional
Court has decided to
adopt the Supreme
Court Rules 2025 for
the court’s practice
and procedure. A
meeting with Chief
Justice Aminuddin
Khan in the chair
made the decision, The
Express Tribune
learned.

The full court de-
cided that cases in the
FCC will be heard by
a bench of at least two
judges while cases
against the decision of
a two-judge bench will
be heard by a bench
comprising at least
three judges.

Lawyers of the
Supreme Court will be
eligible to appear bc—
fore the FCC
meeting also declded
The attorney general
and advocates general
of all four provinces
have been informed
about the decisions.

The adoption of month. " provisions while five
the Supreme Court The committee outdated provisions
Rules clarifies how the ~ deliberated with the were deleted.

newly formed FCC Pakistan Bar Council The new set of
will structure its pro- and the Supreme guidelines aim to
ceedings. Court Bar Association modernise and digitise

The rules, framed to modernisethe 1980 the legal system,
by a committee rules, presenting the bringing procedural
formed by Chief Jus- final draft before the clarity in the justice
tice Yahya Afidi, were  full court. The 2025 system, according to
updated earlier this rules include 60 new the Supreme Court.

Pakistan Navy seizes over 2,000kg of crystal meth worth
nearly $130m i in Arablan Sea drug bust

NEWS DESK: The Pakistan Navy (PN)
seized over 2,000 kilogrammes of methamphet-
amine, commonly known as ice, in a drug bust
worth $130 million in the Arabian Sea, accord-
ing to a statement issued on Wednesday.

The statement from the navy’s Director-
ate-General Public Relations (DG PR) said the
PN Tabuk was conducting a regional maritime
security patrol in support of the Saudi-led Com-
bined Task Force 150 under the Combined
Maritime Force (CMF), a naval partnership that
mcludes the United States, when it intercepted
a “suspicious dhow” operating in the Arabian
Sca.

“Subsequently, the ship successfully con-
ducted a major counter-narcotics operation
onboard stateless dhow, resulting in the sei-
zure of over 2000kg of ice,” !

the statement said, adding that the cap-
ture was the third consecutive successful in-
terdiction conducted in the last two months by
PN ships.

The navy said these successful operations
demonstrated its “enduring resolve and unwa-
vering i against illicit k

“Thc scale of the operation, coupled with
its flawless execution, underscores not only
PN’s professionalism but also the effective-
ness of multinational coordination under CMF.”

“PN remains steadfast in its resolve to
safeguard national maritime interests and up-
hold principles of the

United Nations Convention on the Law of
Sea while contributing to the global commons
through maritime security efforts,” the state-
ment concluded.

Last month, PN Yarmook seized narcotics
worth more than $972m from sailboats in the
Arabian Sea.

In August, the navy and the Anti-Narcot-
ics Force (ANF) had seized about 1,250kg of
illicit drugs worth $38m from smugglers near
Balochistan’s Pasni coast.
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Editorial:
The recent passage of
the Child Marriage
Prohibition Bill by the
Balochistan Provincial
Assembly is a land-
mark moment in the
province’s journey to-
ward protecting chil-
dren and promotin
cial justice. While
many have long
awaited this legisla-
tion, its adoption now
is a cause for im-
satisfaction, re-
flecting
government’s com-
mitment to addressing
a critical societal is-
sue. Under the leades
ship of Chief Minister
Sarfraz Bugti, the pro-
vincial government
has demonstrated pro-
fessionalism, transpar-
ency, and determina-
tion in ensuring that
this bill was enacted
through proper legislz
tive procedures. The
thorough review by as-
sembly committees
over the past six
months shows a delib-
crate and consultative
approach, prioritizing

=3
a

Balochistan’s Child Marriage
Prohibition Bill: A Long-Awaited
Step in the nght Direction

consensus-driven
lawmaking. This me-
thodical process en-
sures that laws are not
only enacted but are
sustainable, widely
supported, and rooted
in the public interest.
While opposition
voices, including
those from JUI- F,
have criticized the bill
on religious grounds,
their dissent is part of
a healthy democratic
debate. However, it
is crucial to note that
protecting children
from early and forced
marriages is a univer-
sally recognized hu-
man rights concern.
The government’s de-
cision to move for-
ward, despite prote:
and a walkout by op-
position lawmake;
underscores its dedi-
cation to the welfare
of  Balochistan’s
younger generations.
Indeed, the en-
actment of this bill,
though delayed, is a
step in the right direc-
tion. It signals a com-
mitment to ending

Amber Munir
Malnutrition in
Balochistan shared in
Quetta  Voice on
Wednesday, April 14,
2021 page#04. The article
highlights the role of es-
sential nutrients in hu-
man resource develop-
ment along with a brief
introduction of malnutri-
tion, characterization of
malnutrition, procedure
of taking measurements
of SAM and MAM
cases, medical complica-
tions, community-based
management of acute
malnutrition (CMAM),
infant and young child
feeding (TYCF), etc.
Background: Sur-
veys regarding Nutrition
National Nutrition
Survey (2001-2002): The
National Nutrition Sur-
vey conducted in 2001-
2002 assessed the nutri-
tional levels and health
status of mothers and
children in Pakistan.
Data was collected
through a questionnaire
consisting of four mod-
ules including a house-
hold questionnaire, bio-
chemical and clinical
prospeets. questionnaires, anda di- is the largest national and nearly 49% among
By taking this de- | ctary form. Additional nutrition survey carried women of childbearing
cisive action, the | biochemical samplesin- out in Pakistan. It is de- age. Numerous factors
Balochistan govern- | cluding serum retinol, signed to provide are thought to contrib-
ment has set a prece- | serum ferritin, and zinc, policymakers, program ute to child undernutri
dent for social reform, | were collected from managers, and academi- ~tion in Balochistan, in-
human rights advo- | mothers and children un- ~ cians a unique set of nu-  cluding sub-optimal in-
cacy, and legislative | 4¢r-S- Urine samples  trition-related data in-  fant and young child
o ibilitcin Paki. | were collected from  cluding environmental, feeding (IYCF) prac-
responsibility In Faki-{ o gihers and children  anthropometric, and bio-  tices; frequent child in-
stan. In conclusion, the | 4y 6-12 years for io-  chemical in fections (especially diar-
passage of the Child | gine deficiency. The sur- National Nutrition rhea diseases and
Marriage Prohibition | vey sampled 10,656 Survey(2019): The aim measles); maternal nutri-
Bill is more than just a | households from 700 pri- of NNS2018-19istoun- tional deficiencies and/
legal milestone—it is a | mary sampling units. dertake a field survey orillness and death; ab-
moral and social im- National Nutrition and generate district- sence/inadequacy of mi-
perative. The govern- | Survey (011): TheNNS  specific nutrition infor-  cronutrient supplemen-
ment deserves praise | 2011 covered all proy- m ion related to malnu-  tation; and household
for prioritizing the wel- | 0€€S: Gilgit Baltistan trition (both undernutri-  food insecurity and gen-
fare of children, imple- GB), Balochistan, tion and overnutrition) ~der inequity.
! Ple- | Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and micronutrient defi- A survey con-
menting professional (KP), Sindh, Punjab, ciencies among women ducted by the National

harmful traditional
practices that compro-
mise children’s health,
education, and future

legislative processes, | Azad Tammu and Kash- n. Nutrition Cell revealed
and taking a bold step mir (AJK) and the chcr— Malnutrition Status_that 49% of women in
that will benefit count- | ally bal in istan were suffer-
less lives across the | Areas (FATA). Tt Balochistan is the ing from malnutrition.

province. While dia- | cluded 1,500 enumera- most under-developed Moreover, the ratio of
logue and debate will | tion blocks (EBs)/vil-  of Pakistan’s provinces, maternal anemia was
always be part of de- | 1ages and 30,000 house-  witha high proportion of - 49%, anemia among chil-
mocracy, today marks | holds. witha49% urban children under five years - dren below five years
a d y hel o and 51% rural distribu- of age who are stunted was 57% and iodine de-
a day WACn GOVer-| ., (52%)and 16 percent of ficiency among women
nance acted in favor of | "N tional Nutrition who are wasted. More-  was 29%.

justice, progress, and Survey (2018): The 2018 over, the prevalence of Balochistan Nutri-
the re Pakistan National Nutri- anemia among children tion Program for Mother
Balochistan. tion Survey (NNS 2018)  in this age group is 57% and Children (BNPMC)

In response to the
challenging nutrition
situation in the prov-
ince, the Department of
Health (DoH) launched
the Nutrition Program
for Mothers and Chil-
dren (BNPMC) in 2016.
They implemented nutri-
tion activities among the
rural and urban popula-
tion of seven selected
districts. The total popu-
lation of these distri
is 1,654,613, of which
estimated target popula-
tions include 132,369
pregnant and lactatin;
women (PLW). Stake-
holders include the
DoH, Peoples Primary
Healthcare Initiative
(providing health ser-
vices at Basic Health
Units in the districts),
and local NGOs.

The total cost uf
the above project

1,492.62 million PKR
(US$14.21 million) of
which 80% were pro-
vided by the World
Bank and 20% by the
Government of
Balochistan. A major
part of the funding

Malnutrition in Balochistan

L
(41%) was allocated to
strengthen institutional
arrangements which in-
clude staffing, technical
assistance for capacity
building, strengthening
coordination mecha-
nisms, addressing m:
nutrition among ch
dren and PLW (37%).
and addressing mi
nutrient malnutrition
(13.6%).

The aforesaid pro-
gram ended in December
2019 and was limited to

tion continues to exist in
22 districts of
Balochistan.

Therefore, the Gor
ernment of Balochistan
has assigned DoH and
PPHI to extend nutri-
tion intervention in 22
districts for which
project proposals are
ready; implementation
is expected from July
2021.

The author is a
pmgram officer in
PP
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Masoor ul Hassan
The danger associated
with autonomous and
semi-autonomous
weapons systems is

unacceptable.
There exist a near con-
sensus that such
weapons must not be
completely Al-con-
trolled.

The design must
include appropriate
levels of human judg-
ment while resorting to

them. This line of
thought gains more
credence when the
present degree of glo-
bal polarization is

taken into view.
The international order
is tilting towards au-
tocracy and the likeli-
hood of employmenl
of these weapon:
becoming a reality.
The norms and values
of world politics were
subjected to heavy
Trumpian Strain in the
recent past when the
competition of naked
power showed its ug-
liness in international
relations.
The Genesis of

warfare

The history of
warfare is as old as
the human race. The
Book of Genesis
states that Caine

killed Abel to sati-
ate his vengeance.
Ever since vengeance,
confrontation and bel-
ligerence have

remained more
pervasive than coop-
eration and amiability
in human relations.
The perception of

life as a zero-sum
game breeds selfish-
ness and consequent

DILEMMA OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

dividuals, groups, or
states. Instincts of
survival and procre-
ation are reflexive
thus natural for all liv-
ing organisms
including us hu-
mans.
War, being one of
the forms of

human relations,
received due at-
tention
However, what

between in-

distinguishes Homo

(AT) WEAPONS

oped which then was

sapiens fromo&her lw- one of the forms of today took centu-
countered by Elec-

human relations, ries over centuries to

received due at-  materialize. tronic Counter-
controlling the tention of social scien- The use of electro- Counter Measures
forces of nature like for defining ethi- . “CM.
wind, water, fire, and cal and moral is magnetic s When the lethality
Sunlight forenhancmg Caine, who may pectrum was of weapons created a
the level of have used a sharp  goncidered o ituation of mutually
physical comfort stone, a strong branch assured destruction
and peace of mind. of a tree, or simple game-changer  (MAD) the slluauon
This pursuit did im- brute force to The use of elec-
prove ities of life late Abel, ic spectrum s
over time but would be flabber- was considered a Nuclear Nonprolifera-

alongside  in- gasted if he were to game-changer before tion Treaty (NPT),
creased societal com- visit our times. The Counter Measures Strategic Arms Re-
plexities. War, being civilizationwelivein  (ECM) were devel- duction Treaty

(START), and many

more were slgned to

avert the unac

able destruction of lhe

human race.
Exercising

restraint was never

50 important

Exercising re-
straint was never so
important before the
development of au-
tonomous weapons;
chemical, biological,
radiological, and

nuclear. The Pe
and Promises of Arti
ficial Intelligence
Harnessing the
field of Artificial Intel-
ligence (AI) in war-
fare brought a para-
digm shift in
the modus oper-
andi of warfare. It
eliminated the require-
ment of direct human
involvement in
ing and en-
gaging targets. Even
the smartest of the
weapons were hith-
erto launched and
guided by hu-
mans.
Thi

is development
has given rise to the
debate of ethics and
morality all over

again. Antonio
Guterres, the UN Sec-
retary-General joined
the skeptics on Twit-
ter where he

wrote in March
2019, “Autonomous
machines with the
power and discretion
to select targets and

take lives without
human involvement
are politically unac-
ceptable, morally re-
pugnant and

should be prohib-
ited by international
law.”

Word count (592)
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Federal Minister for science and
Technology Khalid Hussain Magsi attends
convacotion of COMSATS University

islamabad:Federal innovation, and the Khalid Hussain
Minister for Science strong intellectual Magsi congratulated
and Technology, foundation ofits youth. the graduates and said

The Federal Min-
ister emphasized that
Pakistan urgently
needs the creative,
modern, and scientific
ideas of young people
to advance the coun-
try in technology,
economy, and global
competitiveness. He
noted that youth are
the real strength of the
nation, capable of driv-

Khalid Hussain Magsi,
attended the Convo-
cation of COMSATS
University Wah Cam-
pus as the chief guest.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, he termed the
graduating students
the bright future of
Pakistan, stating that
education is the most
powerful asset of any
nation.

He added  that

that they are the archi-
tects of Pakistan’s fu-
ture. He reaffirmed
the government’s
commitment to open-
ing new avenues in
science, technology,
and research to help
youth enhance their
skills.

The  Minister
urged students to uti-
lize their abilities for

Finance Minister Calls for Strengthening Pakistan’s
‘Moral Economy’ Through Corporate Philanthropy

Islamabad:Federal Min-
ister for Finance and |
Revenue, Senator
Muhammad Aurangzeb,
while addressing as
Chief Guest at the
Launch and Award Cer-
emony of the Corporate
Philanthropy Report
2024 organized by the
Pakistan Centre for Phi-
lanthropy (PCP) in
Islamabad today, high-
lighted the centrality of
compassion, shared
prosperity, and national
responsnb:lny to
Pakistan’ H “moral
economy,” stressing
that philanthropy, both
individual and corpo-
rate, continues to be a
defining feature of the
nation’s identity.

'he Minister began
by noting that he is fre-
quently asked about
economic recovery, mac-
p ic stabili
tion, and the roadmap
for structural reforms
aimed at achieving inclu-
sive and sustainable
growth. He emphasized
that while these issues
remain critical, it was
equally important to par-
ticipate in a ceremony
lhal celebrates

has long led the country
in philanthropic activity
and corporate giving. He
stated that Karachi
would rank among the
top globally if interna-

ipari-
sons of philanthropy
were conducted. He ap-
preciated that while
other regions of the
country are increasingly
contributing, Karachi’s
leadership remains note-
worthy and exemplary.
Senator Aurangzeb
also commended the re-

national devel

and to represent Pakl-
stan positively on the
international stage.

ing
progress, technologi-
cal growth, and social
harmony.

Roundtable Discussion on
“Youth and Social Media:
Vulnerabilities and Safeguards”
Held at PID Peshawar

Pakistan’s develop-
ment is deeply linked
with modern research,

Peshawar:A roundtable
discussion titled “Youth
Social Media: Vul-
nerabilities and Safe-
guards” was held today
at the Press Information
Department  (PID)
Peshawar under the Me-
dia Cell to Counter Vi
lent Extremism (CVE), an
initiative launched by
PID to address the i
sues related to social
media. The session w:
presided over by Direc-
tor  General PID

they can easily believe
false content. He called
for more cooperation
between media and insti-
tutions to guide youth
toward safe and respon-
sible use of social media.

Another  senior
journalist from
Peshawar, Farid Ullah
Khan noted that social
media shapes opinions
very quickly, sometimes
faster than traditional
media. He warned that
constant exposure o ag-

mote messages ofpeace
and social harmony. i
also produces research-
based reports to help
policymakers
strengthen the
country’s information
environment.
Speakers agreed
that this work is espe-
cially important today
because young people
are among the most ac-
tive users of social me-
dia. The event ended
with a joint commitment

silience of corporate phi-
lanthropy in Pakistan,
noting that despite eco-
nomic fluctuations and
business cycles, corpo-
rate giving has consis-
tently trended upward.
He referred to recent
data indicating that out
of more than 400 pub-
licly listed companies,
over 300 engage in cor-
porate social responsi-
bility (CSR) initiatives,
and about one-third for-
mally disclose their con-
tributions. He urged
companies that have not
yet disclosed their phil-

;p: land the collective
commitment to social
welfare.

He remarked that
Pakistan is regarded glo-
bally as a remarkably
giving nation, with the
World Giving Index plac-
ing it 17th among 101
countries which is an ac-
knowledgment of the
country’s deeply in-
grained culture of gen-
erosity, especially in the
health and education
sectors.

Reflecting on his
years livingand working
in Karachi, the Minister anthropic work to do so,
observed that the city reminding them that

transparency benefits
both society and the
spirit of giving itself.
He emphasized that
declarations of corpo-
rate giving support role-
modeling and encour-
age wider participation,
without the need for leg”
islation or directives,
which he believes
should remain a last re-
sort.
Drawing from his
own private-sector expe-
rience, the Minister re-
called leading an organi-
zation where 1% of an-
nual profitability was
consistently directed to-
ward a corporate foun-
dation, later increased to
1.5% by the board. He
praised today’s award-
winning companies as
champions setting the
standard for others.
Their commitment to so-
cial investment, he said,

longstanding service,
describing him as both
“an officer and a gentle-
man,” whose leadership
at the Pakistan Centre
for Philanthropy had
significantly advanced
the institutionalization
of philanthropy in the
country.

Hé acknowledged
the PCP’s vital role in
creating transparency,
credibility, and struc-
tured certification pro-
cesses that enhance the
overall effectiveness of
the philanthropic eco-
system. He encouraged
the Centre to continue
improving efficiencies
across all stages of cer-
tification and evaluation,
ensuring that processes
remain timely and robust.

Senator Aurangzeb
also linked the work of
PCP to broader govern-
mental efforts aimed at

Pakistan’s
social development
foundations and reflects
the country’s collective
values.

In his remarks, the
Minister paid tribute to
Mr. Zafar Khan for his
integrity and

Pakistan and China
Deepen Strategic Ties,
Focus on Energy and
Mineral Cooperation

Islamabad:Federal Minister for Petroleum, Mr. Ali
Pervaiz Malik, and H_E. Jiang Zaidong, the Amb:
sador of the People's Republic of China to Pakistan
reaffirmed the unwavering strength of the Pakistan-
China partnership and discussed avenues to en-
hance cooperation in the energy and mineral sec-
tors in a meeting held at Chinese Embassy
Islamabad.

The discussions centered on mutual support,
economic collaboration, and the shared vision for
regional stability and prosperity.

Minister Ali Pervaiz Malik extended a formal
invitation for the upcoming Pakistan Mineral In-
vestment Forum (PMIF) 2026. He emphasized that
the mining sector is a priority area for Pakistan and

Peshawar, Ms. Tahira gressive or

to promote
online behaviour and
help pmlecl youth from

Saceda, and formally posts can increase divi-
opened by the In-charge  sion among young
Information Officer PID  people.
Peshawar, Sabiha He encouraged
Chand. Senior journal- journalists and teachers
ists and business com- to take part in training
munity members from programmes that build
Peshawar parti in  digital
the discussion. Speak- Rukhsar Javed, a
ing on the occasion, Mr.  Peshawar based radio
Tariq Waheed, Bureau journalist highlighted
Chiefofa TV Channel in  that youth in rural and
Peshawar spoke about semi-urban areas are
the growing influence of even more vulnerable
social media on young because many of them
people and explained lack digital skills. She
how misleadingor harm-  said misinformation
ful content can affect spreads fast where fact-
their thinking. He checking habits are
stressed the need for weak. She recommended
strong digital awareness  community-level aware-
so that youth can pro- ness efforts and digital
tect themselves online. ~ safety lessons in
For his part, Zahir schools. During the
Shah Shirazi, senior jour- event, speakers also dis-
nalist, said that social cussed the role of the
media has become a ma- CVE Media Cell, which
jor source of information  works to monitor extrem-
for the youth, but with- ist narratives, identify
out proper verification, misinformation, and pro-
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asignificant
bilateral cooperation.
In response, the Chinese Ambassador warmly
med the invitation and gave hi

the social
sector through innova-
tive financing.
Highlighting his
role in leading the Prim
Minister’s initiative on
the Social Impact Financ-
ing Framework, he ex-
plal ned that the govern-

ment is shifting from
generalized spending
toward results-based,
impact-linked financing.
The framework brings
together public, private,
and philanthropic capi-
tal to achieve measur-
able outcomes. He ex-
pressed gratitude to Ms.
Mehnaz Akbar and Ms.
Shazia Amjad for their
technical guidance and
field expertise, which
significantly contrib-
uted to designing the
framework.

The Minister an-
nounced that Pakistan’s
first Skills Impact
Bond—developed in
partnership with the Brit-
ish Asian Trust and
implemented through
NAVTTC—would soon
be launched, aimed at
advancing skills devel-
opment and moving to-
wards sustainable so-
cial-sector financing
through capital-market
instruments rather than
traditional funding chan-
nels.

Concluding his ad-

ress, Senator
Aurangzeb congratu-
lated all award recipients
for their leadership in
corporate philanthropy
and reaffirmed the
government’s commit-
ment to supporting PCP
in fostering a strong cul-
ture of giving in Pal
stan. He assured the au-
dience that the govern-
ment remains fully co
mitted to exploring in-
centives and facilitating
frameworks that encour-
age responsible and
purposeful giving. He
expressed appreciation
for the invitation and
extended best wishes to
the Pakistan Centre for
Philanthropy for its con-
tinued efforts in the com-
ing year.
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20-member AJK cabinet administered oath

MUZAFFARABAD
(INP): The 20-member
cabinet of Azad Jammu
& Kashmir (AJK) has
taken oath of office on
Wednesday.

As per details, the

oath-taking_ceremony
was administered by
Speaker of the Azad
Kashmir Legislative As-
sembly, Chaudhry Latif
Akbar,

Azad Kashmir, Raja
Faisal Mumtaz Rathore,
attended the ceremony
held at the President
House in Muzaffarabad.
Due to the illness of
President Barrister Sul-

tan Chaudhry, the
speaker administered the
oath.

The new cabinet in-
cludes Sardar Javed
Ayub, Mian Waheed,

Prime Minister of Javed Budhanvi, and

Malik Zafar. Other min-
isters taking oath were
Diwan Chughtai,

Chaudhry Amhad

Qasim Majeed, Zia-ul-
Qamar, and Chaudhry
Rashid.

Minister of Azad Jammu
and Kashmir (AJK).

Acting President
Chaudhry Latif Akbar
administered oath to the
new prime minister of
Azad Kashmir.

Additionally,
Nabeela Ayub, Rafig
Neer, Yasir Sultan, Bazil
Naqvi, Amir Yaseen,
Muhammad Hussain
Chaudhry,  Ikhlag
Fahcem,  Akhtar

Rabbani, and Ali Shan
Sony also took oath as
ministers.

Pakistan People’s
Party’s Faisal Mumtaz
Rathore on Tuesday
sworn in as the Prime

~
-

ISLAMABAD:
Sr Lanka and Zimbabwe, whe ar currntly particpatinginthe Trs Nations eries

Chinese tech support spurs Pakistan’s
IT export to $386 million in October

ISLAMABAD (INP): Huawei and ZTE, have from Khunjerab to signed Sino-Pak MoUs
Pakistan’s Information played a fundamental Rawalpindi as a major on artificial intelligence,
Technology (IT) exports role in  shaping breakthrough, improv- cybersecurity frame-
climbed toa historic $386 ~ Pakistan’s next-genera-  ing data qualityand sig-  works, SG deployment,
million in October 2025, ~tion IT workforce. nificantly reducing la- and digital-cconomy co-
marking a 17% year-or Through Al training ~ tency—critical for soft- operation. These agree-
year and 5% month-on- labs, cloud-computing ware exports and global ments form part of the
month increase, accord- nd long- outsourcing operations. 2025-2029 Pakistan-
ing toofficial figures.  standing university col- Amajor contributor China Innovation Corri-

The performance laborations, they have to this transformationis dor, designed to attract
stands well above the trained thousands of China Mobile Pakistan more Chinese invest-
12-month average of young Pakistani profes- (! —Zong), now ment into software
$332 million and marks sionals inadvanced digi- one of the country’s parks, data-industry
the fifth consecutive talskills thatareingrow- most active digital zones, and joint R&D
month of annual growth, ing global demand. enablers. Zainul Abdin, centers. A senior Min-
reflecting rising global Talking to Gwadar Senior Executive at istry of IT official said
demand and Pakistan’s ~ Pro, Sohail Sarwar,aPa- CMPAK, said the com- these steps will “accel-
expanding international ~ Kistani IT specialist who pany continues to sup- erate Pakistan’s transi-
client base. Economists worked with Chinese port Pakistan’s IT tion from basic

and analysts believe technology companies growth by nurturing lo- outsourcing to high-
this impressive momen-  in Shanghai and Beijing ~cal talent and develop- value digital exports.”
tum is closcly linked to ~for several years, said  ing advanced digila] in- Industry analysts share
Chi role  these initiati help- Zong’s na- this view. “Chinese-
in Pakistan’s digital ingPakistan overcome a tionwide gr‘ddudlc pro- backed cloud platforms
transformation, espe-  long-standingskills defi- ~gram annually recruits and cybersecurity frame-

works are enhancin;
Pakistan’s credibilit
with international cli-
ents,” said tech market
researcher Omar Khan.
“This is improving con-
tract volumes, service
quality, and overall cli-
ent confidence.” Econo-
mists broadly agree that
China’s strategic digital
cooperation has been a
major factor behind
Pakistan’s record export
performance.  With
stronger talent pipe-
lines, improved connec-

cit. “Our workforce is
increasingly entering
fields  like Al
and cloud
services—areas where
Chinese companies have
consistently supported
training and capacity
building,” he said.
Sarwar added that
China’s digital contribu-
tion extends far beyond
training. “China’s in-
volvement is not limited
to hardware projects.
The new fiber-optic cor-
ridor, cloud-computing

cially under CI
11, which prioritizes tech-
nology, connectivity,
St devel-
opment, and innovation
partnerships, Gwadar
pro  reported on
Wednesday.

As Pakistan works
to deepen its presence
in software develop-
ment, global
outsourcing, and loud-
based services, Chinese
support has emerged as
acentral pillar.

New digital infra-

nts from major
. providing

training,

and expo-
sure to state-of-the-art
technologies. The com-
pany is also building
high-standard data cen-
ters and encouraging Pa-
Kistani firms to develop
cloud solutions, digital
tools, and hardware in-
novations. According to
Abdin, these efforts are
helping local companies
improve product quality,
strengthen competitive-

hands-on

structure, enhanced initiatives, and data- ness, and secure more tivity, and expandin;
connectivity, and center development international clients. lateral technology inj
strengthened talent have given Pakistani IT “This ecosystem- tives, Pakistan’s IT sec-
pipelines created firms the bandwidth, buildingapproachisen- tor is well positioned to

through Sino-Pak coop-
cration are increasingly
viewed as key drivers of
export growth. Chinese
tech leaders, including

NIH warns of surge in respiratory
illnesses across Pakistan

ISLAMABAD health risks.
(INP): The National The advisory
Institute of Health states that this situa-
(NIH) has issued an tion may persist from
advisory warning of a November to Febru-
possible surge in res- ary and can lead to
piratory illnesses respiratory diseases, that the of smog
ross Pakistan, ARY heart-related condi- is highe Lahore,
News reporled on tions, pneumonia, and Mu]lan, Gujranwala,
Wedn other health complica- Rawalpindi, and
Awurdmg to de- tions. It further high- Islamabad,  with all necessary safety
tails, the NIH has re- lights that toxic par- Lahore facing the measures related to
leased guidelines re- ticles in the air, along most severe air pollu-  smoy
garding precautions with the impactof low tion levels—making
against smog and air temperatures, can ad- strict precautionary
pollution, cautioning versely affect health, measures essential for
that cold weather the economy, and residents.
combined with polluted ~ overall quality of life. The institute has
air can pose serious Children, the eld- appealed to citizens

speed, and reliability
they need to compete
internationally.” He hi

lighted the 820-kilometre
CPEC fiber-optic cable

abling Pakistan’s IT ex-
ports to expand
steadily,” he noted.
Government offi-
cials point to recently

sustain its upward tra-
jectory as the country
aims to cross $5 billion
in annual IT exports in
the coming years.

and authoritics to en-
sure that children in
affected areas spend
minimal time outdoors,
while adults and chil-
dren should use
masks. Health depart-
ments and relevant
authorities have also
been urged to enforce

erly, and individuals
with  pre-existing
medical conditions are
particularly vulner-
able.

The NIH warned

2.
The advisory em-
phasizes that adopting
preventive measures
is crucial for protec-
tion against the harm-
ful effects of smog.
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[MULTAN: Chairman Senate of Pakistan, Syed Yusuf Raza Gillani, inaugurates the Roots Millen-
[nium Education Group Multan Campus.

FBR uncovers massive sales tax evasion
in tile manufacturing sector

KARACHI (INP): andRs102 billion from sures have yet been
The Federal Board of the cement sector fol- finalized to cover
Revenue (FBR) has lowing the implemen- January’s anticipated
uncovered massive tation of monitoring revenue shortfall. He
sales tax evasion, mechanisms. said that camera
amounting to Rs30 bil- FBR Chairman monitoring has already
lion annually, inthe tile Rashid Langrial, dur- begun in sugar mills
manufacturing sector, ing a briefing to the and will soon be ex-
prompting authorities Senate Finance Com- tended to all major in-
to introduce strict mittee chaired by dustrial sectors.
monitoring measures, Senator Saleem Highlighting
including the installa- Mandviwalla, vested interests,
tion of cameras at pro- stated that tile Langrial noted that
duction units. urers had several government
According  to been resisting the in- ministers own sugar
FBR, monitoring cam-  stallation of surveil- mills, but Prime Min-
eras will now be in- lance cameras. He ister has issued clear
stalled across 17 key warned that compa- directives for uniform
production sectors to nies refusing to com- monitoring across all
block sales tax leak- ply should shut down units. FBR aims to
ages. their operations. ensure transparency
The revenue au- He informed the in production reporting
thority expects an ad-  committee that instead by installing cameras
ditional Rs76 billion of the carlier plan of in every major manu-
from the sugar sector 16 cameras, only four facturing sector.

SHC restrains KMC from
collecting MUCT in Karachi’s
cantonment boards

bills. MUCT through elec-
The court an- tricitybills in those ju-
nounced its decision risdictions.
while hearing a petition During the hear-
filed by residents of ing, the petitioner’s
Cantonment Board counsel argued that
Malir, who the Malir C:
the inclusion of munici- Board was already
pal taxes in KE bills. ~ charging conservancy
The SHC ruled tax, while Karachi
that the authority to Melropoluan Corpo-
collect municipal rationhad additionally
taxes in cantonment imposed municipal
areas lies solely with charges through elec-
the cantonment tricity bills. The lawyer
boards, and ordered contended that two
KE to stop collecting separate bodies were

monitoring cameras
willnow be installed in
cach tile manufactur-
ing facility—covering
kilns, packaging areas,
and all entry and exit
points.

Langrial added
that every tile pro-
duced will be moni-
tored, citing that manu-
facturers have been
providing inaccurate
production data, lead-
ing to severe revenue
losses. He said tile
companies routinely
underdeclare produc-
tion, which contributes
to monthly revenue
shortfalls faced by the
FBR.

The chairman
clarified that no addi-
tional taxation mea-

KARACHI, Nov 19

collecting municipal
taxes simultaneously
and that Karachi Met-
ropolitan Corporation
had no legal authority
to levy taxes in can-
tonment areas, where
the cantonment board
already imposes
higher charges.

He requested the
court to bar both
KMC and K-Electric
from collecting any
municipal taxes from
residents of the can-
tonment areas.

(INP): The Sindh High
Court (SHC) has re-
strained the Karachi
Metropolitan Corpo-
ration (KMC) from
collecting
Utility Charges and
Tax (MUCT) in arcas
falling under Karachi’s
cantonment boards.
MC had been
recovering the munici-
pal tax through K-
Electric (KE) by incor-
porating MUCT into
monthly electricity

er for Petroleum, Mr. Ali Per-
[Ambassador of the People's Republic of China fo Pakistan in a meeting,

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min Malik, and H.E. Jiang Zaidong, the

Tobacco remains major
public health concern in WHO
latest report: Solangi

ISLAMABAD (INP): Dr. Mahesh Kumar
The Society for the Malani, Chairman of
Protection of the the National Assembly
Rights of the Child Standing Committee on  sures would enhance
(SPARC) organized a NHSR&C, reflecting protection for the pub-
discussion on “WHO on the WHO report, lic.
Global Tobacco Epi- said that the statistics
demic Report 2025 highlight the need to
and Best Practices on further  safeguard
Tobacco Advertise- young people.
ment, Promotion and He noted that pro-
Sponsorship (TAPS) motional activities, ap-
and Graphic Health pealing packaging,
Warnings (GHWs)” to event linkages, and
review  Pakistan’s online visibility can in-
progress in implement- fluence youth.
ing the WHO Frame- Dr. Malani empha-
work Convention on sized that countries
Tobacco Control with comprehensive
(FCTC) and its TAPS restrictions have
MPOWER measures. observed promising re-
Addressing the duction in tobacco use,
participants as chief particularly among
guest, Murtaza Solangi, younger populations.
Spokesperson to the He called for strength-
President of Pakistan, ened measures, includ-
noted that the latest ing GHW enhancement
'WHO report delivers an and policy improve-
important reminder that ments to ensure effec-
tobacco remains a ma- tive implementation.
jor public health con- Dr. Shazia Sobia
cel Aslam Soomro, Mem-
ber of the National As-
sembly Standing Com-
mittee on NHSR&C,
observed that while
Pakistan has made

commendable
progress, further
strengthening of mea-

bacco advertising, pro-
motion, and sponsor-
ship (TAPS) and by
expanding the visibility
of graphic health
warnings (GHWs) to
help prevent avoidable
health risks.

He highlighted that
tobacco causes over 8
million deaths globally
each year, exceeding
the combined toll of
HIV, tuberculosis, and
malaria. In Pakistan, 27
million people use to-
bacco, leading to more
than 166,000 deaths
annually.

Solangi under-
scored the substantial
social and economic
impact of tobacco use
and expressed confi-
dence that Pakistan can
make  meaningful
progress  through
awareness building,
education, and the
implementation of glo-
bal best practices. He
emphasized the impor-
tance of informing
communities about
tobacco’s harmful ef-
fects and promoting a
culture of prevention.

She noted that con-
sistent and clear regu-
lations are essential to
prevent TAPS gaps
that may hinder to-
bacco control efforts.

Dr. Shazia under-
scored that GHWs are
effective to encourage
smokers to reflect on
their habits and help
deter youth from initi-
ating tobacco use.

She emphasized
the importance of
large, image based
warnings that are up-
dated regularly.

Barrister Dr.
Muhammad Ali Saif,
Former Advisor to the
Chief Minister (KPK)
on Information & PRs,
shared that TAPS re-
main an important area
for continued attention.
He mentioned that
marketing at points of
sale and online visibil-
ity still poses chal-
lenges.

™.

He shared that Pa-
kistan can further
strengthen its efforts
particularly by reduc-
ing all avenues of to-
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Balochistan turns to tech for water security

NEWS DESK
:Balochistan, Pakistan's
largest and driest prov-
ince, is racing to
modernise its water
management systems
amid groundwater deple-
tion, erratic rainfall and
rising climate stress.
With 75% of its popula-
tion living in rural areas
and dependent on agri-
culture, chronic water
scarcity now threatens
livelihoods and long-

Development Bank
(ADB), the Japan Fund
for Poverty Reduction
and the High-Level
Technology Fund, has
launched
Balochistan Water Re-
sources Development
Project. The initiative
blends new infrastruc-
ture with digital tech-
nologies to support cli-
mate-smart, data-driven
water governance.
Central to the re-

- forms is the
bility, . Water Resources Infor-
Arid conditions mation System

dominate the province,
where only 7.2% of land
is cultivated and most
districts rely almost en-
tirely on groundwater.
Years of over-extraction,
deterioration of tradi-
tional Karez systems and
limited surface water
storage have worsened
the ci . Climate vari-
abil prolonged
dmugme flash floods
and

(BWRIS), a salelllle -sup-
ported platform in
Quetta, The system in-
tegrates hydrological,
meteorological and re-
mote-sensing data into a
secure GIS platform that
provides real-time infor-
mation on groundwater,
surface water and climate
conditions. Officials say
the platform is designed
to support evidence-
based d kin;

rain-
fall have frther stramed
an already fragile sy

™ o address these
challenges, the provin-
cial government, with fi-
nancing from the Asian

improve irrigation
scheduling, and
strengthen drought risk
assessments across the
province.

Speaking to The Ex-
press Tribune, Dr

Muhammad Arshad,

Deputy Country Repre-
sentative of IWMI in
Quetta, said groundwa-
ter depletion remains the
most urgent challenge.
Except for Nasirabad and
Jafarabad, the rest of the
province depends en-
tirely on groundwater,

Integrated Water Re-
source Management
Policy 2024, which aims
to shift the province to-
ward a_low-water
economy. The forthcom-
ing Balochistan Water
Act, developed with the
FAO and World Bank,
has been approved by
the provincial cabinet
and is expected to intro-
duce aregulatory frame-
work for equitable allo-
cation and responsible
use of water.

Experts say im-
proved groundwater re-
charge is critical. Man-
aged Aquifer Recharge
(MAR) techniques
could help harvest flood-
water through infiltra-
tion wells, riverbed inter-
ception structures, and
recharge ditches. Al-
though more than 300
Delay Action Dams con-
] structed in past decades
making recharge essen-  three or four hours. With  precise water-flow mea-  suffered from sedimen-
tial. no regulation and no surement, soil moisture tation issues, specialists
The rapid spread of - implementation, the sensorsat farm level and - argue that modified de-
subsidised solar panels problem is worsening," a strong digital regula- signs combined with
has unintentionally in- hesaid. Hesaid 100f 18  tory to moni- wa-
tensified extraction. river basins face severe tor depletion and fore- tershed managemem
"People now pump wa- decline, driven by severe cast needs. can revive their utility.
ter for 12 hours a day. water-intensive prac- A crucial step to- Research has identified
Previously, load shed- tices such as flood irri- ward improved gover- high MAR potential in
ding limited extractionto ~ gation. He nance is the basins such as Poralai

and Hingol.

Balochistan's harsh
climate complicates re-
covery. With annual rain-
fall around 250mm and
evaporation  above
1,500mm, losses far ex-
ceed replenishment. Dr
Arshad said small under-
ground structures often
outperform large surface
dams, which quickly fill
with sediment. Mean-
while, rapid depletion
has created space for a
thriving tanker water
market, especially in
Quetta, where prices
range from Rs1,500 to
Rs3,000 per tanker and
rise to Rs5,000 in sum-
mer. The lack of rainfall
since 2023 has worsened
shortages and acceler-
ated migration to urban
areas, further straining
civic systems.

Under the ADB-
supported project, Auto-
matic Weather Stations
(AWS) have strength-
ened BWRIS, feeding
real-time data on tem-
perature, humidity, rain-
fall and wind. This infor-
mation helps farmers
plan planting and sup-
ports government deci-
sions.

Sibi DC Reviews District
Health Services
in Committee Meeting

News Desk

Sibi: A meeting of the
District Health Com-
mittee was held under
the chairmanship of
Sibi Deputy Commis-
sioner Major (R) Ilyas
Kabzai, attended by
officers from the
Health Department.
During the meeting, a
detailed briefing was
given on the overall
performance of dis-
trict hospitals, BHUs,
RHCs, and civil dis-
pensaries, as well as
the medical services
being provided.
Medical Superin-
tendent of the Teach-
ing Hospital, Dr.
Umair Hussain, re-

ported that over 9,000
OPD visits were re-
corded this month,
while DSM PPHI
Mumtaz Ali Rind in-
formed that OPD vis-
its at all BHUs had ex-
ceeded 12,000. Ap-
proval was also
granted to supply
medicines to each
health facility based on
its performance and
needs. It was further
decided that a pro-

ordered action against
absent doctors and
employees, including
salary deductions, ex-
planations, and issu-
ance of show-cause
notices.

He appreciated
the cfforts of Deputy
DHO Dr. Qadir
Haroon in the EPI pro-
gram, noting that cov-
ering over 625 under-
dosed children was
commendable. The

m

posal for
Trauma Center at the
DHQ Teaching Hos-
pital will be submitted.

eputy C
emphasized that pro-
viding quality
healthcare to the pub-

Commissioner Shahzeb Kakar Re-
views Quetta Development Projects,
Orders Fast-Track Completion

News Desk
Quetta: Commis-
sioner Quetta Division
Shahzeb Khan Kakar
visited several major
development projects
across the city, includ-
ing the newly con-
structed Trauma Cen-
ter on Spini Road, the
Main Nawan Killi
Road project, and on- =
going upgrades at FG Road Trauma Center. Road, officials in- cational infrastructure
Girls & Boys College Officials briefed him formed him that the upgrades.

Quetta Cantt. The visit that the center is road stretches 4.5 km, Officials briefed
aimed to review equipped with 120 out of which 3 km of him that the lecture
project progress and beds, four operation blacktop work has halls, offices, and BS
ensure timely comple- theatres, a modern beencompleted, while program block have

d |

The Deputy Com-  lic is a top priority and | tion. laboratory, and ad- theremaining segment been completed. Con-
missioner stressed the urged all officers to He was accom- vanced medical facili- is progressing rapidly. struction of the sci-
importance of ensuring perform their duties | panied by Secretary - ties. . The project’s total  ence block, costing
staff attend and  with full ion P&D The project, cost- costis Rs. 500 million. Rs. 111.1 million, is un-

Department Zeeshan ing Rs. 3.5 billion, is The Commis- derway.

Balochistan Speeds
Up Drug-Free Initiative
with INL Training

News Desk

Quetta: The
Balochistan Excise,
Taxation & Anti-
Narcotics Depart-
ment has intensified
its efforts to make
the province drug-
free, launching ad-
vanced Anti-Nar-
cotics Training with
the support of INL
(International Nar-
cotics and Law En-
forcement).

The training aims to
equip officers and
personnel with in-
ternational-stan-
dard investigation
skills, case prepa-
ration techniques,

and operational exper-
tise.

The program includes

modern methods of
information-based
operations, scien-
tific investigation
procedures, accu-
rate registration of
cases under rel-
evant legal sections,
and practical train-
ing on the latest
amendments in the
Anti-Narcotics Act.
Officials expect that
these improved
skills will ensure
more professional
handling of drug-re-
lated cases and help
eliminate previous
procedural gaps.
The training, con-
ducted under the
supervision of se-
nior officers, is be-
ing carried out with

dedication and pro-

fessionalism.
After each phase, par-
ticipants are re-
quired to take a
written test to
evaluate their per-
formance, capabil-
ity, and learning out-
comes—ensuring
the program re-
‘mains impactful and
result-oriented.
According to the de-
partment, such
structured and high-
quality training will
significantly en-
hance future anti-
narcotics opera-
tions, making them
stronger, more
transparent, and
fullyaligned with le-
gal standards.

| tional Secretary Commissioner ber 31, emphasizing male students are be-

Javed, Dlvlslonal Di- now fully cumplctcd sioner ordered that the Additionally, a
rector D and willbe i remaining work be multipurpose hall and
Zahoor Ahmed, , Addi- soon. completed by Decem-  sports facilities for fe-

Health Muhammad Kakar stated that this that this road is an es- ing built at a cost of
Saqnb Chief Engineer center will provide sential project and Rs.132.4 million.
&W Raheem critical and immediate must be expedited to The Commis-
Bangulzai, and mul- healthcare services, deliver better travel sioner instructed au-
tiple executive engi- significantly improving facilities to the public. thorities to maintain
neers. emergency medical Visitto FG Girls & high quality and en-
Inspectionof Spini  response for residents. Boys College Quetta sure timely completion
Road Trauma Center Review of Main Cantt so students can ben-
The Commis- Nawan Killi Road At FG Girls & efit from a modern
sioner conducted a de-  Project Boys College, Com- academic environ-
tailed inspection of the During his visitto missioner Kakar re- ment. The college ad-
state-of-the-art Spini Main Nawan Killi viewed ongoing edu- ministration and stu-

dents thanked the
Commissioner and the
Implementation Sec-
retary, noting that the

program  will
greatly enhance ac-
cess to quality educa-
tion.

Commissioner’s
Remarks

Commissioner
Shahzeb Khan Kakar
emphasized that the
timely completion of
these development
projects will not only
provide better facili-
ties to the public but
also reduce everyday
hardships.

He directed all
concerned depart-
ments to accelerate
construction work and
ensure all projects are
completed within their
stipulated timelines.

Levies Officer Killed in Attack
on Checkpost in Qila Abdullah;
Tension Mounts in the Area

Syed Sardar

Muhammad Khondai:
A Levies officer was
shot dead on Tuesday
after armed men at-
tacked a checkpost
near the local grave-
yard in Qila Abdullah.
The slain officer,
Dafadar Saadullah,
was in charge of the
post.

Local residents
told reporters that the
clash began when
Levies personnel ex-
changed fire with a
group led by a man
known as Fagqir
Achakzai.

Faqir Achakzai,
however, claimed the
incident unfolded dif-
ferently. According to
him, he and his com-
panions were on their
way to offer Fateha
when Levies officials
“opened fire without
any warning,” killing
two of his men.

Soon after the 1] .4 ¥ [
shooting, tension sible. Officials said volved in the attack house of the accused
spread in the area. The ~ that additional Levies have previously been and took control of the
Quetta—Chaman high- and sccurity forces linked with several property, further esca-
way was blocked as had been deployed to criminal incidents in lating the situation.
people gatheredinpro- track down the sus- the region. In a dra- The protesters again
test, demanding the pects. Authorities also matic turn, an angry blocked the highway,
arrest of those respon-  stated that those in- crowd stormed the pressing the adminis-

tration for swift ac-
tion. Law-enforce-
ment officials say the
situation is tense but
under control as the
search for the attack-
ers continues.
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Pakistan enters bunkering market
with first facility

NEWS DESK: The
country has laun-ched
its first standardised
bunkering operations at
the Karachi Port,
d]lgnmg Pakistan’s
largest port with global
maritime safety and
operational standards.
Bunkering at a port
is the process of
supplying ships with
fuel (such as marine gas

oil, heavy fuel oil, or
alternative fuels like
LNG) for propulsion and

onboard machinery.

Itis acritical, tightly
regulated Dpcralion that
involves transferring
fuel from land-based
facilities, tanker trucks,
or bunker vessels to the
receiving ship’s fuel
tanks.

Maritime Affairs
Minister Junaid Anwar
Chaudhry on Tuesday
said the initiative was
launched to accelerate
the modernisation of
port services and a
broader upgrade of
Pakistan’s maritime
infraelmcmre

the
mlmducuon of regulated
bunkering would fill a
long-standing gap in
Karachi Port’s service
offering, enabling it to
compet i

refuelling ships with its
barge at Karachi Port as
Cnergyico  starts

lran;ldtc into higher
foreign-exchange
carnings through port

‘multinational energy and
commodity trading
company, through its

fuel The minister sdld the
availability of safe,
reliable, and efficiently
managed bunkering
facilities is expected to
attract more international
shipping lines to
Karachi, particularly
those seeking
streamlined port calls
and predictable service
standards.

Earlier, there was no
refuelling facility for
commercial shipping in
the country, and ships
had to obtain fuel from
Fujairah or

with established

bunkering hubs in the

region and beyond.
Vitol begins

The fuel supply and
bunkering facility will be
executed by Vitol, a
Swiss-based Dutch

fees, marine services,
and ancillary commercial
activity such as r S
supplies and maritime
logistics. Mr Chaudhry
added that the new
service would enhance
Pakistan’s visibility in the
international maritime
market

barge. N the
Karachi-based
Cnergyico refinery has
started producing world-
class “very low sulphur
fuel oil’ (VLSFO) for ship
refuelling. The facility
has also become
essential as India has
banned ships that enter b
or leave its ports from demonstrating  the
calling at any Pakistani country’s commitment
port. to modern,
Sources at the environmentally
Karachi Port Trust (KP’[‘) responsible and globally
said that the availability competitive port
of bunkering facilities management.
would increase vessel He said compliance
trafficat the port, thereby with international
improving revenue too.  standards covering fuel
Meanwhile, the quality, safety
maritime minister said procedures,
that the move would documentation and

transparency  was
essential for building
confidence among ship-
owners and global
trading companies.

The minister said
the first phase of
operations would begin
in collaboration with one
of the world’s leading
energy trading houses,
which will conduct
bunkering at Karachi
Port in accordance with
internationally certified
practices.

He said the venture
is expected to expand as
domestic refineries
supply larger quantities
of refined fuel meeting
global specifications, a
development
described as a direct
benefit to the national
exchequer.

The minister noted
that KPT had assessed
existing bunkering
practices, reviewed
global  procedures,
drafted new
documentation and
engaged stakeholders to
bring the service online.

He said the
milestone reinforces
KPT’s ambition to
operate as a leading
regional hub and signals
the  government’s
imcmion to continue
expanding port
capabl]me< in line with
international
benchmarks.

a

German envoy, petroleum
minister discuss cooperation in
Pakistan’s mining, energy sectors

NEWS DESK:German government's plans to
Ambassador to Paki- modernise the mining
stan Ina Lepel met Fed- sector. "Our vision is
eral Minister for Petro- clear: we are focused
leum Ali Pervaiz Malik on promoting sustain-
on Tuesday to discuss able and mechanised
prospects for coopera- mining practices. In
tion in Pakistan's min- this regard, the Reko
ing, minerals and en- Diq project is the torch-
ergy sectors. Janine bearer, setting a new
Rohwer, Political and benchmark for large-
Economic Counsellor, scale, responsible min-
was also present. ing in Pakistan," said
According to an Malik.

official statement, the He added that the
ambassador praised government intended
Pakistan's recent ef- to build on the momen-
forts to reform its re- tum from the Pakistan
source sector and said Mineral Summit and
international interest in planned a larger Paki-
the country'’s minerals stan Mineral Invest-
was growing, saying ment Forum to show-
case investment oppor-
tunities.

interest in Pakistan's
mining sector is en-
couraging, and the
Reko Diq project
stands as a crucial test
case for attracting fur-
ther international in-
vestment."

Lepel also pointed
to opportunities for
technical collaboration.
She said the Geological
Survey of Pakistan and
Germany's Federal In-
stitute for Geosciences
and Natural Resources
had considerable scope
to work together, re-
calling Germany's past
support for mapping
geohazards in Pakistan.

The federal petro-

that, leum minister briefed
the delegation on the

"The international

RLNG gets costlier for third
time in November

NEWS DESK: On top of
about a 4.4 per cent in-
crease over the past two
months, the Oil and Gas
Regulatory Authority
(Ogra) on Tuesday no
fied up to 2pe further i
crease in the price of
Regasified Liquefied
Natural Gas (RLNG) for
sales at the distribution
stage by the two Sui gas
companies for Novem-
ber, mainly because of
higher sysiem los

This was despite
|he fact that the average

3 price delivered at
shlp (DES) in November
‘was about $0.75 per unit
(million British thermal
unit) lower than in O«
tober, as the utilities
losses went up.

Karachi-based Sui

Southern Gas Company
Lid (SSGCL) serves con-
sumers in Sindh and

bution stage stand at
12.55pc when compared
t0 10.6pcamonth earlier.
On the other hand,
Lahore-based SNGPL
provides gas to consum-
ers in Punjab and
Khyber Pakbtunkhwa
and its system losses at
the distribution stage
were also reported at al-
most 9pc against 7.47p
last month. According to
the notification, the
RLNG’s sale price for
SNGPL at the transmis-
sion stage came down by
0.7pc to $11.43 per
mmBtu for November

inst about $11.44 pe

mmBtu for October and
$11.24 per unit in Sep-
tember. The sale price at
distribution stage for
SNGPL was, however,
raised by 1.dpcto $12.4
per mmBu for Novem-
ber against $12.23 per
mmBtu in October and
$12.01 in September.
On the other side,
the RLNG sale price for
SSGCL has been in-
creased at the transmis-
sion stage by 0.07pc to
$10.065 per mmBtu for
November compared to
$10.08 in October and
$9.86 in September. The
sale price at the distribu-
tion stage for the com-
pany was also increased
by 1.97pc to $11.45 per
mmBtu for the current

NEWS DESK: Re-
newed optimism
swept through the Pa-
kistan Stock Ex-
change as the bench-
mark KSE-100 index
posted a strong gain of
nearly 1,300 points,
supported by broad-
based buying across
key sectors.

The rally was evi-
dent in automobile as-
semblers, cement,
commercial banks,
fertiliser, oil and gas
exploration, oil mar-
keting companies,
power generation and
refinery stocks, signal-
ling robust interest
from both retail and in-
stitutional investors.
This sector-wide mo-
mentum helped rein-
force overall market
strength despite a cau-
tious economic back-
drop.
A shift in market
dynamics also appears
to be emerging.
Bloomberg reported
that retail investors are
increasingly driving
Pakistan’s market
surge, reflecting a rare
phase of confidence

after years of political
uncertainty and vola-
tility.
According to the
report, the KSE-100
Index has climbed
roughly 40% in 2025,
placing it among
Asia’s top-performing
markets as improved
political stability and
attractive returns draw
inindividual investors.
Traders are moving
towards equities as al-

ternative investment
options stagnate, with
property prices flat
and deposit rates hav-

PSX rebounds strongly with 1 300-p01nt
rally driven by retail, institutional buying

ing halved over the
past two years.
Throughout
Wednesday’s session,
the benchmark index
oscillated between an
intraday high of
162,741.73 and a low
of 161,279.02 before
closingat 162,226.28, mained the largest
up 1,291.15 points, or contributors to the
0.80%. index’s gains, followed
In market by the oil and gas sec-
wrap, KTrade Securi- tor. Major positive
ties noted that the PSX  movers included Fauji

has recently been re-
classified as a Shariah-
compliant stock. The
stock outperformed in
an otherwise muted
market, while mutual
fund buying added fur-
ther support.
Fertilisers  re-

Oil, Engro Fertiliser
and Maple Leaf Ce-
ment.

Market activity
remained strong, with
the KSE All Share In-
dex recording a turn-
over of 1.02 billion
shares, reflecting
healthy participation.
KTrade said sentiment
is expected to track
developments in law
and order, broader po-
litical shifts and mac-
roeconomic indicators.
Investor focus will re-
main on the upcoming
IMF tranche and re-
gional geopolitical de-
velopments, which are
likely to shape near-
term market direction.

Overall trading
volume declined to 1
billion shares, down
from 1.5 billion on
Tuesday. Shares of
484 companies were
traded, with 194 clos-
ing higher, 244 lower
and 46 unchanged.
WorldCall Telecom
led the volume chart
with 160.2 million
shares traded, slipping
Rs0.14 to close at
Rsl1.91.

closed on a positive Fertiliser, Pakistan Pe-
note primarily due to troleum, Oil & Gas
continued strength in Development Com-
Fauji Fertiliser, which pany, Pakistan State

Nepra ﬂags CPPA power pro

posal as 'deficient’

as consumers face potential tariff hike

NEWS DESK :Electric-
ity consumers are brac-
ing for an increase in
their monthly bills be-
cause of a potential
spike in the power pur-
chase price.

The power-sector

regulator held a public
hearing on Tuesday to
consider a proposal for
revising the national
power purchase price,
which industry repre-
sentatives warned would
keep energy expensive
and stifle economic
rowth.
The Central Power
Purchasing Agency-
Guarantee (CPPA) pre-
sented its case to the
National Electric Power
Regulatory Authority
(Nepra), chaired by
‘Wasim Mukhtar. In the
proposal for setting the
purchase price for fiscal
year 2026, the CPPA es-
timated that the cost of
electricity purchase
would range between
Rs25.69 and Rs26.69 per
unit.

Price determination
is a critical process that
directly influences the
tariffs paid by house-
holds and industries
across the country.

During the hearing,
the CPPA baeed its pre-

sentation on projections

for electricity demand,
the rupee-dollar ex-
change rate and fuel
price estimates. How-
ever, the presentation

holders before taking a
final decision.
Industry leaders
voiced strong concern
over the proposed rates.
Rehan Javed, a repre-

Tanveer Bari, repre-
senting the Karachi
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, urged the
regulator fo exercise
caution and specifically

was immediately met
with scepticism from the
regulator.
Nepramember Rafiq
Ahmed Sheikh declared
CPPA's submission in-
complete and deficient,
raising questions about
the accuracy of the un-
derlying data. Nepra in-
dicated that it would
consult industry stake-

sentative of the Federa-
tion of Pakistan Cham-
bers of Commerce and
Industry (FPCCI), stated,
"it does not seem elec-
tricity will become
cheaper with the pro-
posed purchase prices".
He argued that high en-
ergy costs would hurt in-

requested that the "dol-
lar exchange rate should
not be inflated exces-
sively" in the final cal-
culation, as a weaker ru-
pee significantly in-
creases the cost of
power generation.

Nepra will continue
its review of the CPPA
application, with a final
decision expected later

dustrial competitive-
ness.

this year.
Scpardlcly, the elec-
tricity consumers are
poised to enjoy a relief
on account of tariff re-
duction up to Rs0.65 per
unit under fuel cost ad-
justment for October

25.

Nepra will hold a
public hearing on No-
vember 27 following the
request filed by CPPA
for a significant cut in
the monthly fuel
charges adjustment. The
regulator will review the
proposed decrease of
Rs0.6508 per unit for
consumers of ex-Wapda
distribution companies
and K-Electric.

According to data
submitted by CPPA,
hydel and nuclear power
collectively accounted
for nearly 50% of total
generation, with hydel
share at 27.36% and
nuclear contribution at
22.13%.

The total cost of
power delivered to dis-
tribution companies was
calculated at Rs8.7177
per kilowatt hour (kWh),
lower than the reference
fuel cost of Rs9.36. The
total energy generated
during the month was
reported at 9,886 giga-
watt hours.

Gold prices surge as international
rate hits $4,092 per ounce

NEWS DESK: In the international market closing atRs363,221.
international bullion saw a rebound from a The decline
market, gold price one-week low, sup- comes a day after do-
rises by $79 per ounce  ported by softer US : bullion rates re-
0 $4,092. Gold prices employment data and mained stable, with the
increased todayinboth expectations of a Fed- per-tola price standing
global and local mar- eral Reserve rate cut at Rs430,662
kets. in December. In the interna-
Due to the global According to the tional market, gold re-
increase, the local All-Pakistan Gems covered after touching
price of gold per tola and Jewellers Sarafa a one-week low, trad-
also rose by Rs7,900, Association ing between $3,997
reaching R$431,562.  (APGISA), the price and $4,080. Adnan
Additionally, the of gold per tola Agar, Director at In-
price per 10 grams of dropped byRs7,000t0 teractive Commodi-
gold increased by settle at Rs423,662. ties, said global prices
Rs6,773 to Rs369,994.  Similarly, the rate for showed a mild correc-
On Tuesday, gold 10-gram gold de- tion following two days
prices fell even as the creased by Rs6,002, of upward movement.
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England face daunting task to break Ashes drought in Australia

NEWS DESK:Arch-ri-
vals Australia and En-
gland resume Ashes
hostilities on Friday in
Perth with the hosts
weakened by injuries but
favourites to inflict more
pain on aside with a dire
record Down Under.
The highly anti
pated five-Test series
gets under way on a fast,
bouncy track at a sold-
out Perth Stadium and
with Ben Stokes's visi-
tors insisting they are
not scarred by past fail-

"Theyre a phenom-
enal team, especially in
their home, so we know
the next two-and-a-half
months is going to be
tough for us." he said.

"All the series that
have gone past, whether
that be in Australia or
England, I don't think
count for much."

There may never be
a better chance to snap
the long winless streak
with the hosts' pace
spearheads Pat
Cummins and Josh
Hazlewood injured and
out of at least the first
Test.

Former Australia
fast bowler Mitchell
Jahnson said their ab-
sence "starts to rewrite
the whole script for the
Ashes".

"It narrows
Australia's margin for
error and it forees st
tors into dec
they'd hoped

res.

Tthas been 15 years
since England ~last
clinched an away Ashes
series and since then
they have failed to win a
Test on Australian soil,
losing 13 and drawing
two.

This time they
touched down on the
back of a thumping 3-0
one-day defeat in New
Zealand and criticism
over scheduling - just a
single three-day red-ball
warm-up on a docile
pitch.

Skipper Stokes said
they were starting wi
a clean slate, despite
their miserable record in
Australia.

they
wouldn't have to make
this early," he added.
At least England
have been spared an

led by Jofra Archer,
Mark. Wood, Gus
Atkinson,  Brydon
Carse, Matthew Potts
and Josh Tongue, with
Shoaib Bashir the only
recognised spinner.

But it is a gamble,
with Wood the only one

stead host the day-night
second Test before the
series moves  to
Adelaide, Melbourne
and Sydney.

Speed over swing

England are relying
heavilyon their own car-
tel of express pacemen

opening match in
Brisbane, where they
have won just twice
since World War II.

The Gabba will in-

umn that the Ashes
would be decided by the
superior fast bowling

here.

Top-order worries

A lot of England's
hopes rest on the shoul-
ders of Joe Root and
Harry Brook, ranked as
the world's top two Test
batsmen.

Brook has never
played a Test in Austra-
liawhile Root has failed
to score a century in his
27 innings Down Under
where he averages 35.68,
well below his career av-
erage of 51.29.

Australia will simi-
larly be relying on Steve
Smith to be in the runs.

The 36-year-old,
who will be captain in
Perth, has plundered 18
of his 36 Test tons on
home soil, averaging a
formidable 59.70.

"If Smith gets on a
roll and he starts scor-
ing runs, it's going to be
a challenge for En-
gland,” his long-time
former team-mate David
Warner warned.

Australia's batting
vulnerability is at the
top, with an ageing
Usman Khawaja poten-
tially padding up with a
sixth opening partner
since Warner retired
early last year.

it.

"History is un-
equivocal - to win in
these vast, sun-baked
arenas, you need ex-
press pace bowlers who
can intimidate, extract

unce, and shatter part-
nerships on pitches that
reward raw speed over
subtle swing," he said.

“If England’s attack
fires and dismantles
Australia's batting order,
the McCullum-Stokes
masterplan will have
them join the list of suc-
cessful English leaders
in Australia."

But he cautioned
against England em-
pluymglhc ultra-aggres-
sive "Bazball" cricket
favoured by the captain
and coach Brendon
McCullum.

"Their incendiary
style might work on the
small grounds in En-
gland on pitches pre-
pared to be as flat as
one-day pitches," he
said. "But it won't be as
easy to throw caution to
the wind on the bigger
grounds and more
bowler-friendly pitches

with Cummins and
Hazlewood out, with
Nathan Lyon the spin
option and seamer
Brendan Doggett tipped

to make his debut.
Former Australia
captain Greg Chappell
d in a newspaper col-

to have experienced Test
cricket in Australian con-
ditions and he has barely
played since knee sur-
gery earlier this year.
Alongside Scott
Boland, wily campaigner
Mitchell Starc will shoul-
der the hosts' attack

No regrets on swapping UAE for Pakistan, says Usman
Khan after crucial knock against Zimbabwe

NEWS DESK: Usman
Khan knew he had to
grab the chance on offer
with both hands. He did,
and with an unbeaten 37
against Zimbabwe, he
saw Pakistan through to
victory in the Twenty20
tri-nation series opener
at the Pindi Cricket Sta-
dium on Tuesday night.
The wicket-keeper/
batter, who had chosen
to represent United Arab
Emirates in international
cricket back in 2021 be-
fore switching allegiance
back to his homeland
last year after catching
the éye in the Pakistan
Super League, hadn’t
‘made much ofan impres-
sion on his return to the
team for the series
against South Africa at
the end of last month.
In the first match

series but as the team
continues to finalise its
shape for the next year’s
Twenty20 World Cup,
Usman knew he had to
make it count against
Zimbabwe. Pakistan had
slipped to 54-4 in their
the only game of the se- pursuit of 148 when whether he regretied
ries he got a chance to Usman joined Fakhar swapping UAE for Paki-

Zaman (44) at the crease
and provided the ideal
foil in a 61-run partner-
ship that set Pakistan on
their way. Shunted out of
Pakistan’s central con-
tracts list for this year,
Usman was asked about

show the work he’d
done on himself during
his time away — Usman,
who had been away from
the national team fold
since April, made 12 as
Pakistan suffered a
heavy defeat. Pakistan
would  eventually
bounce back to claim the

Multan Sultans owner threatens legal
action against PCB for ‘ghosting’
franchise on valuation process

NEWS DESK: Fault
lines in the rift between
Pakistan Super League
(PSL) franchise Multan
Sultans and  the
country’s cricket board
grew deeper on Wednes-
day as the former’s
owner Ali Khan Tareen
threatened legal action
against the latter for fail-
ing to hand over the
franchise’s valuation
and renewal letter.

Last month saw es-
calating tensions be-
tween the two entities,
with Tareen publicly ac-
cusing the PSL adminis-
tration of mismanage-
ment, selective leaks,
and valuation opacity.

PSL announced
two new franchise teams
last week for which the
tender process for the
sale of ownership rights

stan when he appeared
for the post-match press
conference.

“No, I don’t think it
was a mistake because
it’s everyone’s dream to
play for their home coun-
try, so if I'm getting the
chance to play [for Paki-
] then naturally T will
pt it,” Usman, who
would’ve qualified to
represent UAE this year
had he stuck to his ini-
tial decision, told report-

of the other franchises
had also asked why
Multan were not being
included in the valua-
tion and renewal pro-
cess, to which there was
1o response as well.
“For those asking
why this is not being
handled behind closed
doors, it is simply be-
cause the PSL manage-
ment refuse to engage
with us,” said Tareen.
He affirmed that le-
gal action would
taken if the “ghosting”
continued, though it was
the “absolute last thing™
the franchise would
want to do. “This entire
situation is so unneces-
saryand could have cas-
ily been solved over tea
and biscuits. But fragile
egos make simple things
difficult,” Tareen said.

would be initiated
shortly, while the inde-
pendent valuation pro-
cess for the existing PSL
franchises and other
commercial assets had
been completed.
Tareen took to X
yet again mday toair his
grievances “since the
PCB will not communi-
cate with us”. “Over the
past month we have sent
multiple emails to the
PSL management, ask-
ing for our valuation and
renewal letter (which ev-
ery other team has al-
ready received). But
there has been no re-
sponse,” he wrote fur-
ther. “No response to
our legal letter, no re-
sponse to our emails, no
response to my letter to
the chairman.” He noted
that the representatives

ers.

“You know that in
the UAE, no matter how
much time you spend
there, you will only be an
associate player since it
isn’t a Test nation. Ob-
viously when you play
here and perform, now in
the age of social media
your performance is for
all to see, and likewise
those who work hard are
rewarded.”

2026 FIFA World Cup draw picture gets
clearer after dramatic night of action

NEWS DESK: A dra- Andy ertson told
matic night of qualifying the BBC. “Never say die.
for the 2026 World Cup We just keep going right
across the globe ended to the end and one of the
with joy and heartbreak craziest games.

in equal measure, and “We put the coun-
with 42 of the 48 teams try lhruugh it, but I'm
at next year’s showpiece sure it’s worth it. We're
in the United States, gmng to the World
Canada and Mexico now

games, including the
home draw with Belarus
on Saturday, which
opened the door for
Scotland to seal an au-
tomatic place with vic-
tory on Tuesday.

'he Danes were the
better side for most of
the night too but must
now face last-chance
saloon in the playoffs.

“I thought we were
pretty rubbish to be hon-
est, but who cares?”
Scotland talisman John
McGinn said.

5cncgal South
nisia.

ia (AFC): Austra-
lia, I.ran Japan, Jordan,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
South Korea,
Uzbekistan.

Europe (UEFA):
Croatia, England,
France, Norway, Portu-
gd] (_.crmany, Nclhcr—
ands, Spain, Belgium,
Switzerland, Austria,
Scotland.

South America
(CONMEBOL): Argen-
tina, Brazil, Colombia,

‘Earlier, Napoli
midfielder Scott
McTominay had given
the hosts a third-minute
lead with a towering
overhead kick.
McTominay’s

own.

Scotland, in hair-
raising fashion, and
Austria, after snatching
a late equaliser, ensured
they will be appearing at
the World Cup for the
firsttime since 1998, join-
ing Spain, Belgium and
Switzerland as the final
five of the 12 automatic
qualifiers from Europe.

Across the Atlantic,
Curacao became the
smallest country to ever
in a berth at the finals,
joining Haiti and Panama
in locking up the three
automatic berths from
the North and Central
American region.

In Asia, Iraq kept
their World Cup qualifi-
cation dream alive with
a penalty in the 17th
minute of injury time to
secure aplace in the six-
team inter-confederation
play-off tournament in
March.

Bolivia, the Demo-
cratic Republic of
Congo, New Caledonia,
Suriname and Jamaica
are the other teams in
the playoff with two
spots up for grabs. The
remaining four berths at
the World Cup will be
filled from Europe,
through UEFA’s 16-team
playoffs.

List of teams quali-
fied for the 48-team 2026
World Cup  after
Tucsday s matches:

Host  nations:
Canada, Mexico, United
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c]ubmdlc Rasmus
Hojlund levelled for
Denmark from the spot
just shy of the hour, be-
fore his side went down
to 10 as Rasmus
Kristensen picked up a
second booking.

anxious
Hampden Park let out a
roar of ecstasy and re:
liefin the 78th minute as
Lawrence Shankland
turned in from close
range.

But Denmark struck
back again through
Patrick Dorgu four min-
utes later before Tierney
and McLean stole the
headlines.

Denmark, who only
needed to avoid defeat

Michael
Gregoritsch’s  77th-
minute  equaliser
snatched Austria a 1-1
draw against visitors
Bosnia lhdl sealed top

Ecuador, Paraguay, Uru-
guay. At a rocking
Hampden Park in
Glasgow, injury-time
wonder-goals by Kieran
Tierney and Kenny
McLean handed Scot-
land a stunning 4-2 win
over Denmark that se-
cured top spot in Group
C.

in the group and go into
the playoffs.

“I can’t believe it;
we made it! [ have been
trying to reach the
World Cup for 18 years,
Finally now, at the end
of my career, we got
there. I can’t wait,” 36-
year-old Austrian for-
ward Marko Arnautovic
said.

Needing a win to
top the group and secure
automatic qualification

Level at 2-2 as the
clock ticked past 90,
Denmark were set to ad-
vance to the World Cup
as group winners until
Tierney curled in an ex-
quisite finish from dis-
tance three minutes into
injury time.

McLean then put
the match beyond
doubt as he lifted the

States. ball over Danish goal- to make sure of their to their second Worl
North keeper Kasper third successive World Cup after their maiden
Central Americaand Car- - Schmeichel, who was Cup finals appearance, appearance in 2014,

Bosnia stunned the
home crowd when Haris

were left crestfallen.
From a position of

well offhis line, from the

Curacao, Haiti, Panama. halfway line on 98 min-

Africa (CAF): Alge- utes, control in the group they Tabakovic headed in
ria, Cape Verde, Egypt, ‘That ]usl sums up managed only one point  from close range to give
Ghana, Ivory Coast, Mo-  this squad,” captain from their last two thema I12th-minute lead.

Roger Federer elected to International
Tennis Hall of Fame

NEWS DESK: Ten-
nis icon Roger Federer
has been inducted into
the International Ten-
nis Hall of Fame in his
first year of ellglblllly,
the Rhode any
based Hall annoumud
on Wednesday.

The first man to
win 20 Grand Slam
singles titles, and part
of an era of unprec-
edented greatness
with rivals Rafael
Nadal and Novak
Djokovic — during
what Federer termed
“a golden time for ten-
nis — he was the only
candidate to receive
enough support in the
player category for the
Hall’s class of 2026,
according to ESPN.

The International
Tennis Hall of Fame
does not reveal voting
results.

“In a special full
circle moment,

Federer received the
news from fellow Hall
of Famers while sur-
rounded by the next
generation of champi.
ons at Swiss Tennis,
where he first began
his career,” the Hall
said in a statement.

“Hall of Famers
Stefan Edberg and
Boris Becker two of
Federer’s inspiratior
as a child, were Jomed
by over 20

fellow Hall of
Famers in sharing
their congratulations.”

Federer is one of
only eight men in ten-
nis history to achieve
a carcer Grand Slam
insingles

and was the first
male player in tennis
history to win 20 ma-
jor singles titles. He
held the world No. 1
ranking for a record
237 consccutive
weeks, ultimately

holding that spot for
310 total weeks
throughout his career.
During his ATP
career, he captured
103 singles titles, re-
ceived the Stefan
Edberg Sportsmanship
Award 13 times, and
was voted as ATP Fan
Favorite for a record
19 consecutive years.
Federer captured
an Olympic gold
medal in doubles in
2008, led Switzerland
tothe 2014 Davis Cup
title and created the
Laver Cup to honor
Hall of Famer Rod
Laver’s global legacy.
“It’s a tremendous
honour to be inducted
into the International
Tennis Hall of Fame
and to stand alongside
so many of the
game’s great champi-
ons,” Federer said.
“Throughout my
career, I've always

valued the history of
tennis and the ex-
ample set by those
who came before me.
It was very special to
receive the news at
Swiss Tennis, sui
rounded by the next
generation of players
— the place where
my own journey first
began.

“To be recognized
in this way by the
sport and by my peers
is deeply humbling. T
look forward to visit-
ing Newport next Au-
gust to celebrate this
special moment with
the tennis community.”

portscaster and
journalist Mary Carillo
has also been elected
in the Contributor Cat-
egory, which recog-
nizes individuals who
have made a transcen-
dent impact on the
sport of tennis, the Hall
id.
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Epstein files bill to be sent to Trump after approval from Congress

NEWS DESK: Both
chambers of US Con-
gress have agreed to
order the US justice
department to release
its files on late sex of-
fender Jeffrey
Epstein. The House of
Representatives over-
whelmingly approved
the measure in a 427-
1 vote. The Senate
said it would pass the
bill before it officially
received it.

President Donald
Trump must ultimately
sign off the measure,
which he has said he
will do. He recently
reversed his position
and urged fellow Re-
publicans to vote to
disclose the records,
following pushback
from many of his sup-
porters. Earlier on
Tuesday, survivors of
Epstein spoke in sup-
port of the measure at
the US Capitol. One of
themsaid they had suf-
fered "institutional be-
trayal" for years.

The "Epstein files"
refer to the vast trove

EPSTEIN FILES
TRANSPARENCY ACT

of documents that criminal investigations cluding transcripts of
were amassed during into the financier, in- interviews with vic-

tims and witnesses,
and items confiscated

from raids of his vari-
ous properties.

Senate Majority
Leader John Thune
told CNN that he ex-
pected the upper
chamber to receive
the bill from the lower
one on Wednesday
morning, after which
the bill would be
passed and then sent
to Trump for the presi-
dential signature.

Trump said the
timing did not matter to
him and has continued
to cast the issue as a
distraction. "I just
don't want Republi-
cans to take their eyes
off all of the Victories
that we've had," he
wrote in a social me-
dia post late on Tues-
day afternoon.

Trump's own his-
torical relationship
with Epstein has again
been the subject of
recent headlines after
US lawmakers re-
leased more than
20,000 pages of docu-
ments from Epstein's
estate - including some
that mention Trump
and other prominent

figures, without indi-
cating any wrongdoing
by those individuals.

Trump’s reversal
at the weekend - from
attacking those on
Capitol Hill who
wanted the files re-
leased to saying there
was “nothing to hide”
- surprised some in
‘Washington.

The Republican
congressional leader-
ship was caught off
guard after aligning
their message with the
president for the past
few weeks and oppos-
ing the release of the
files.

House Speaker
Mike Johnson had re-
peatedly called the
push to release the
Epstein files a "Demo-
crat hoax". But on
Tuesday, he voted in
support of release.

Republican Clay
Higgins, of Louisiana,
and cited his concern
about “innocent
people being hurt”
with the release of the
information.

Russian spy ship pointed lasers at RAF
pilots tracking it, says Healey

NEWS DESK: ARussian
spy ship on the edge of
UK waters has used la-
sers for the first time to
disrupt RAF pilots moni-
toring its activities, the
defence secretary has
said.

John Healey told a
press conference in
Downing Street the gov-
ernment was taking the
"deeply dangerous"
move "extremely seri-
ously".

He added that the
vessel, named Yantar,
was north of Scotland
and had entered UK wa-
ters over the last few
weeks, for the second
time this year.

The ship is "de-
signed for gathering in-
telligence and mapping
our undersea cables",
Healey told journalists.

"My message to
Russia and to Putin is
this: we see you. We
know what you're doing.
And if the Yantar trav-
els south this week, we
are ready," he added.

Giving more details
on the vessel, Healey
said: "It is part ofa Rus-
sian fleet designed to put
and hold our undersea
infrastructure and those
of our allies at risk.

"It isn't just a naval
operation. It's part of a
Russian programme
driven by what they call
the Main Directorate of
Deep-Sea Research, or
GUGI, and this is de-
signed to have capabili-
ties which can undertake
surveillance in peace-
time and sabotage in
conflict.

"That is why we've
been determined, when-
ever the Yantar comes
into British wider waters,
we track it, we deter it
and we say to Putin we
are ready, and we do that
alongside allies.”

He said this was a_ nectivity. say" Britain should
demonstration  of In his speech, the "pick up the pace of our
Britain's capability and defence  secretary commitment” and that
“readiness to act”. warned about Russian was something Labour

The defence secre-  incursions into Nato air- has been doing since it
taryissued awarningin  space, as well as the came to power last year.

Epstein saga reveals Republican rifts -
and the power of Trump's base

NEWS DESK: After
Congress voted to force
the justice department
to relezne its files on Jef-
frey Epstein, the legisla-
tion will now move to
President  Donald

Jaruary about the ship threats posed by China The report comes | Trump's desk.

after it was spotted in and armed conflicts as British negotiators | ~ And if Trump does

UK waters. around the world, add- race to agree a deal with | Sign it into law as ex-
At his Downing  ing:"Our world is chang- (heEUloenableBnmh pected, it will mark the

Street press ing. Itis less defence ﬁ::rl. :ctwn in what has

he said this was the first It is more dangerous."  contribute to proj ecl;

ime Yantar had used la-  The Ministryof De- funded bya e s | abrupt change in his po-

sers in an effort to "dis- fence has come under (£130bn) EU defence
rupt" RAF pilots, which ~criticism froma commit- loan scheme set to
he described as a tee of MPs for being launchnext year.
"deeply dangerous” and  over-reliant on US de- The Labour govern-
something the UK took fence resources and not ment wants to conclude
"Very seriously". beingpreparedtodefend a deal in the coming
He said he had the UK andits overseas weeks to allow British
changed the Royal fterritories from military companies to take part in
Navy’s rules of engage- attack. the first round of bids
ment so that it could fol- The committee said from EU countries, with
low the Yantar more the UK andits European applications due by the
closely "when it's in our allies should be building end of this month.
wider waters". up their capabilities to Healey told report-
"We have military prepare for potential US  ers the UK wanted to be

options ready should  withdrawal. Healey said _part of the | pmgmmme
the Yantar change the UK government but not "at any price",
course. I am not going "takes a different view" amid reports the two
to reveal those because to the committee about sides are at odds over
that only makes Presi- America's commitment the entry fee the UK
dent Putin wiser," he to Nato. "The strength could pay to enable Brit-
said. The UK and its of Nato s not just about ish firms to take part.

Nato allies are con- the defence of Europe. He added that any
cerned about the risk it's about the defence of financial contribution to

Russia poses to off- America too," he told take part would have to
shore cables, pipelines reporters. be "good value for
and other infrastructure But he said the money for our taxpayers
critical to internet con- committee was "right to and our industry".

sition.

For months, Trump

was dismissive of calls

to  release the
government's full trove
of documents about the
late financier and con-
victed sex offender. He
described the case in
July as "pretty boring
stuff".

That was until Sun-

lay, when - with a snow-
bai’lmg number of Re-
publicans in the House
signalling they would
vote to release them - the
president relented and
encouraged them to do
so. His shift opened the
floodgates for an over-
whelming 427-1 vote on
Tuesday.

His reversal was a
rare instance of Repub-
lican polmclana pressur-
ing Trump into action,
and into a very public
change in stance, rather
than the other way
around.

Regardless of what
new information any fu-
ture files may contain,
the saga exposed frac-
tures within the Repub-
lican Party and high-
lighted the power of
Trump's Make America
Great Again (Maga)
base. It also has shown
that, despite his best ef-

orts, he may have

struggled tomove atten-
tion away from the
Epstein files if he had
not backed the vote.

"I'think he sees that
this is an issue he's un-
derwater in with average
Republicans,”  sai
Martha Zoller, a conser-

vative radio host and Re-

publican strategist in

corgia.

"I think Trump had
to do this in this point in
time because he wants to
be back on the right
i he added.

ANPR/PBS News/
Marist poll taken at the
end of September -
when Trump was yet to
back the release of the
files - suggested that
67% of Republican reg-
istered voters sup-
ported the release of all
Epstein files with vic-
tims' names redacted.
Another 18% supported
releasing some of the
files with similar redac-
tions.

"Transparency on
what happened is ex-
tremely important to the
voters," Chris Ager, the
former chair of the New
Hampshire Republican
Party, told the BBC.

He praised Trump's
reversal, arguing it was
the sign of a healthy
party "that you can have
a disagreement on an is-
sue... and come toa con-
clusion where essen-
tially everyone is agree-
ing: Let's release the
files".

For much of this
year, however, there
were sharp disagree-
ments on the issue.
Trump's reversal came

as it looked increasingly
likely he could face a re-
volt in the House.

he most notable
defector, Congress-
woman Marjorie Taylor
Greene of Georgia, said
at a press conference
with Epstein survivors
on Tuesday that the
saga had "ripped Maga
apart”

Due to her vocal
opposition, Trump
dubbed her a "traitor" on
Truth Social. Typically,
sucha public attack from
the president would
quiet dissent from a Re-
publican, especially one
up for re-election. But in
asign of the political po-
tency of the Epstein is-
sue, Greene pushed

ck.

"He called me a trai-
tor for standing with
these women and refus-
ing to take my name off’
this discharge petition,"

Greene said on Tuesday.

The House would
advance the legislation,
Greene said, "because
the American people
who we serve as repre-
sentatives here in Con-
gress demanded this
vote happen”.

Greene, who first
broke with Trump inthe
spring, has been the
public face of building
dissent within Trump's
Maga movement - not

just on Epstein, but on
other issues such as the
US bombing of Iranian
nuclear sites in June and
the president's continu-
ing focus on foreign
wars.

But on the Epstein
issue in particular,
Greene and others in the
movement have called
for greater transparency
despite Trump's desire
to focus on other issues.
And after Tuesday's
votes in Congress, they
can claim real success.

"The saga reveals
how much power the Re-
publican base now
wields," party strategist
Rina Shah told NPR in
the summer. "MAGA
voters are furious."

“This pressure is
forcing even the most
loyal Trump allies to
break ranks. And it sig-
nals a Republican Party
that's increasingly popu-

list, where the
grassroots can push
Teaders to act or they
have to paya price."

pstein vote
has also overshadowed
other White House i
tiatives. Last week,
President Trump an-
nounced he would roll
back tariffs on groceries
like coffee, bananas and
beef as Americans’ cost
of living concerns in-
creased.

Children among 25 Kkilled in one of Russia's deadliest strikes on western Ukraine

NEWS DESK: At least
25 people have been
killed including three
children in a Russian
drone and missile attack
on the western city of
Ternopil that hit two
blocks of flats, Ukrai-
nian rescue officials say.

Another 73 peopie
were wounded, 15 of
them children, officials
said, in one of the dead-
liest Russian strikes on
western Ukraine since
the full-scale war began
in February 2022.

Two other western
regions were hit, Lviv
and Ivano- Franklvek
and a drone attack tar-
geted three districts of
the northern city of
Kharkiv, wounding more
than 30 people. Photos
posted online showed
buildings and cars
ablaze.

Power cuts were af-
fecting a number of re-
gions across the coun-
try, Ukraine's energy
ministry said.

Ukraine's president
Volodymyr Zelensky
said Russia had fired
more than 470 drones
and 47 missiles, leaving
slgmﬁcanl destruc-
tion". He warned that
people could be trapped
under the rubble in
Ternopil.

The devastation
caused by the Russian
strikes on Ternopil soon
became clear. A video
shared by Zelensky
showed that one of the
two blocks of flats had
completely caved in. The
interior minister Thor
Klymenko said it had
been destroyed between
the third and the ninth

oor. A giant smoke
cloud rose in the dis-
tance behind the Church =
of Our Lady of Perpetual - sector came under attack The Russian strikes
Help in Ternopil, as si- in Ivano-Frankivsk re- came a day after
rens blared throughout ~gion where two of three  Ukraine's military said it
the city. Energy facili- people reported had fired US-supplied
ties, transport and civil wounded were children. longer-range Atacms
infrastructure were dam- The head of Lviv missiles at military tar-
aged elsewhere in west-  region said an energy gets inside Russia, the
em Ukraine. The energy  facility had been struck. first time they have ad-

Russia's defence
ministry  accused
Ukraine of firing four of
the missiles at the south-
ern city of Voronezh but
said they had all been

shot down by air de-
fences.
Mecanwhile,
Zelensky is heading to
the Turkish capital An-
kara, in an attempt to re-
vive'aUS bid toend the
war. He will hold talks

with Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan
amid reports that Presi-
dent Donald Trump's
special envoy Steve
‘Witkoff has been work-
ing on a plan with Rus-
sian counterpart Kirill

triev.

The Kremlin said
no Russian representa-
tive would be joining the
talks in Ankara. Spokes-
‘man Dmitry Peskov de-
clined to comment on a
media report that the US
and Russia had been se-
cretly working on a
peace plan for Ukraine.

"In this case, there
is nothing new that we
can inform you about,"
Peskov told journalists
on Wednesday.

His comments came
amid reports that
Zelensky was due to
meet two top US army
officials in Kyiv on
Thursday. Army Secre-
tary Dan Driscoll and
Army Chiefof Staff Gen-
eral Randy George are

the most senior US mili-
tary officials to visit the
Ukrainian capital since
President Donald
Trump took office,
Reuters reports.

In a separate devel-
opment, Romania's de-
fence ministry said a
Russian drone had flown
for about 8km (5 miles)
through its airspace in
the early hours of
Wednesday. The drone
then crossed into
Ukraine and Moldova
before returning to Ro-
mania, it said.

Romanian and Ger-
man air force planes
were scrambled in re-
sponse to the incursion
and the defence ministry
said it was unclear where
the drone had come

lown.

Poland also de-
ployed jets early on
Wednesday and tempo-
rarily closed two airports
in the southeast in re-
sponse to the strikes in
western Ukraine.




