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Faisalabad factory blast kills 20 with manager, staff arrested as owner flees

Balochistan Assembly Adopts Resolution
Against Gas Load Shedding

7 killed in attack on peace committee
office in Bannu

NEWS DES: Seven
people were killed when
a peace committee office
was attacked in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa’s Bannu
district, police said on
Friday.

Police officials told
Dawn that one among
those killed was a ‘good
Talib’ — a term used to
refer to a former militant
who has surrendered to
the state — and the rest
were his relatives.

In their complaint to
the police, the victims’
family has maintained
that the attack was a re-
sult of a family feud.
However, police say the
family has taken the
stance to avoid another
potential attack carried
out in retaliation.

The first informa-
tion report (FIR) of the
incident was registered
at Havaid police station
under Sections 302 (pun-
ishment for intentional
murder), 324 (attempt of
intentional murder), 149
(every member of an un-
lawful assembly guilty of

an offence committed in
prosecution of common
objective) and 148 (riot-
ing, armed with deadly
weapon) of the Pakistan
Penal Code. The FIR
said that the suspects
barged into the victims’
baithak (guesthouse),
opened fire on them and
fled.  Three suspects
were nominated in the
FIR, which said they
were accompanied by
other armed men and led
by a terrorist com-

mander.
According to the

complainant, named
Abdullah, there was en-
mity between his family
and the suspects over
the matter of a murder.

Peace committees,
or village defence com-
mittees, were formed to
assist law enforcement
agencies in defending
KP areas against terror
attacks. These also in-
clude former militants,
often referred to as

‘good Taliban’.
Peace committee of-

ficials in KP have been
targeted by terrorists in
the past as well.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif
“strongly condemned”
today’s attack, state-run
APP reported. The prime
minister expressed “deep
grief and sorrow” over
the loss of precious lives
in the attack, which he
said was carried out by
“Fitna-al-Khawarij”.

Pakistan built a world-class Polio system.
Then 40,000 Karachi families said no

NEWS DESK: Forty
thousand Karachi fami-
lies refused polio vac-
cines this year. In a city
where the virus circu-
lates through every dis-
trict, those refusals rep-
resent the gap between
Pakistan's impressive
polio infrastructure and
its inability to close the
final mile of eradication.
Pakistan has cut polio
cases by more than
99.6% since 1994—from
20,000 annual cases to
just 30 this year. It has
built one of the world's
most extensive surveil-
lance systems: 127 envi-
ronmental sampling
sites, 12,500 reporting
locations,  and cam-
paigns that reach 45 mil-
lion children. Two of
three global poliovirus
strains have been elimi-
nated. But Pakistan and
Afghanistan remain the
only countries where
polio still circulates. And
in 2024, the WPV1 strain
resurged across 90 dis-
tricts, forcing authorities
to overhaul their ap-
proach with a "2-4-6

roadmap" under the Na-
tional Emergency Action
Plan. "The last mile is ac-
tually very difficult to
achieve," said Dr Azra
Pechuho, Sindh's Minis-
ter of Health and Popu-
lation Welfare, speaking
at Aga Khan University
on Friday. "It's the small
pockets we're missing as
the number of infected
children is reducing." A

two-hour event brought
together the top names
in Polio from the WHO,
Sindh government, fed-
eral government and
AKU. Environmental
samples confirm what
health officials already
know: the virus persists
in underserved commu-
nities that vaccination
campaigns struggle to
reach. Every district in
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Sindh shows ongoing
transmission. The 42,000
vaccine refusals across
Sindh—40,000 of them
in Karachi—reflect what
Dr Azra calls "vaccina-
tion fatigue." But Dr
Sebastian Taylor from
the Technical Advisory
Group for Polio Eradica-
tion cautioned against
assuming families
refuse.

Quetta Train Service
 Disrupted as Jaffar Express,

Bolan Mail Suspended

Syed Ali Shah:
QUETTA: The
Balochistan Assembly
on Friday unanimously
approved a resolution
tabled by Asghar Ali
Tareen, urging the fed-
eral government to imme-
diately ensure uninter-
rupted gas supply across
the province amid severe
winter conditions. Law-
makers from both trea-
sury and opposition
benches sharply criti-
cized the Sui Southern
Gas Company (SSGC)
for what they described
as unannounced out-
ages, excessive billing,
and administrative fail-
ures.

The resolution
stressed that

Balochistan, being the
largest gas-producing
region of Pakistan,
should not be subjected
to prolonged gas short-
ages while temperatures
continue to drop across
Quetta and other dis-
tricts.

Asghar Ali Tareen,
while presenting the
resolution, said:

“Our people are fac-
ing freezing tempera-
tures while SSGC con-
tinues to cut supply
without any schedule.
This injustice must end
immediately.”

Opposition law-
maker Syed Zafar Agha
also condemned the cri-
sis, stating:

“Balochistan con-

tributes major resources
to the national grid, yet
our households are left
without gas.

The federal govern-
ment must intervene
without delay.”

MPA Ali Madad
Jattak expressed frustra-
tion over the company’s
performance, saying:

“ Un a n n o u n ce d
load shedding and in-
flated bills have made
life miserable. SSGC
should be held account-
able for its negligence.”

Lawmakers includ-
ing Meer Younus Aziz
Zehri, demanded strict
action, remarking:

“People are burning
wood and scrap to sur-
vive the cold.  The

company’s management
must explain why
Balochistan is treated
like a stepchild.”

Other members from
both sides of the aisle
echoed similar concerns,
emphasizing that the
province is facing the
harshest winter in years
and cannot afford further
disruptions in gas sup-
ply.

The house called
upon the federal govern-
ment to issue clear direc-
tives to Sui Southern
Gas Company to restore
uninterrupted supply,
improve billing proce-
dures, and present a
transparent load-man-
agement plan for the
province.

Quetta Train Service Disrupted as Jaffar
Express, Bolan Mail Suspended

News Desk
QUETTA: In light of
heightened security
concerns, the railway
administration has par-
tially suspended train
operations to Quetta,
leaving thousands of
passengers facing se-
vere difficulties. Ac-
cording to railway of-
ficials, the Jaffar Ex-
press, traveling from
Peshawar to Quetta,
and the Bolan Mail,
traveling from Karachi
to Quetta, have been
stopped at Jacobabad
Railway Station due to
increased security

threats. Officials
stated that the trains
will not be allowed to
resume their journey
until clearance is pro-
vided by security
agencies.

Passengers say
that the sudden halt of
the trains without prior
notice has created
major inconvenience,
particularly for
women, elderly pas-
sengers, and children,
as the crowd on the
platform continues to
grow. Many passen-
gers have urged the
administration to re-

solve the situation
promptly and provide
alternative arrange-
ments.

Railway sources
confirm that security
agencies are on high
alert, and checking
procedures have been
intensified at
Jacobabad and sev-
eral other locations.
The administration has
also decided to imple-
ment additional safety
measures for train op-
erations.

Meanwhile, the
Chaman Passenger
Train is operating as

per schedule, and of-
ficials have clarified
that no restrictions or
changes have been
made regarding its
route.

The Chaman Pas-
senger will depart
from Quetta Railway
Station at its desig-
nated time.

Railway authori-
ties have appealed to
the public to avoid un-
necessary travel and
to verify the latest
train schedule through
the railway helpline
before commencing
their journey.

NEWS DESK: At least 20
people were killed and
several others injured in
an explosion at a chemi-
cal factory in
Faisalabad’s Malikpur
area early Friday morn-
ing.

The blast, which oc-
curred around 6 am, was
so powerful that i t
caused the roofs of six
surrounding houses to
cave in. Eleven other
houses were also dam-
aged.

Area residents
reached the rubble imme-
diately and began re-
trieving bodies of the
deceased from the de-
bris. Rescue teams have
since taken over opera-
tions at the scene and
shifted the injured to Al-
lied Hospital, where six
of the injured were said
to be in critical condition.

Rescue officials
said narrow, unpaved
streets slowed the re-
sponse, extending the
operation to nearly ten
hours. Chemical fumes
at the site made breath-
ing difficult, forcing res-
cuers to work in protec-
tive masks.

The police have ar-
rested the factory man-
ager, Bilal Imran, and
three other administra-
tive officials while the
factory's owner, Qaiser,
is on the run.

Mansoorabad po-
lice have registered a
case against the owner,
manager and five em-
ployees of the factory,
invoking charges of ter-
rorism, murder,  at-
tempted murder, negli-
gence and illegal storage
of flammable chemicals
under six major sections

of the law.
Police have booked

the accused under Sec-
tions 302, 324, 336-B,
440, 147, 149, Sections 3
and 4 of the Explosives

Act, and Section 7 of the
Anti-Terrorism Act. A
search operation has
been launched to arrest
all seven suspects.

According to the

police report, the factory
owner, Qaiser Chughtai,
factory manager, and
five other staff members
had been storing and
handling highly flam-

mable chemicals inside a
container on the pre-
mises. Residents had re-
peatedly complained
that the storage of such
hazardous material
posed a serious threat to
their lives and property.

The FIR states that
police had earlier warned
the owner and manager
several times to stop the
unsafe practice, but all
instructions were ig-
nored.

According to the
report, the explosion oc-
curred when a container
filled with volatile chemi-
cals detonated, killing 20
people and injuring
seven others.

Rescue officials
suspect that it was either
the boiler or the "cooker"
used to heat chemicals
exploded. They added
that the factory was ille-

gally operating in a resi-
dential area. They fear
more victims are yet
trapped under the de-
bris.

Authorit ies said
the dead included sev-
eral members belonging
to a single family.
Among them were 42-
year-old Fakhra Bibi and
her young children —
Jannat, 3, Maham, 2, and
Ali Hasnain, 1 — as well
as 62-year-old
Maqsooda Bibi,  her
husband Muhammad
Shafiq and their son
Muhammad Irfan.

Another family lost
a father and his three
adult sons: Ashiq
Hussain, 50, and Bilal,
28, Umar, 24, and Ubaid,
22. Several other chil-
dren aged between 4 and
13 were also among the
deceased.

Another family lost
three children identified
as four-year-old Irfan,
10-year-old Ahmad and
four-year-old Azan Ali.
Rehan, 40, and his 13-
year-old sister
Muqaddas were also
killed while 28-year-old
Shan, son of Akram, also
died in the incident.

The bodies were
later handed over to rela-
tives after initial police
procedures.

Punjab Chief Minis-
ter Maryam Nawaz
Sharif and National As-
sembly Speaker Sardar
Ayaz Sadiq expressed
grief over the loss of life
and sought a detailed
report from Commis-
sioner Faisalabad Raja
Jahangir Anwar. Both
officials ordered a thor-
ough investigation into
the incident.
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Malnutrition in Balochistan
Balochistan’s Child Marriage

Prohibition Bill: A Long-Awaited
Step in the Right Direction

Amber Munir
Malnutrition in
Balochistan shared in
Quetta Voice on
Wednesday, April 14,
2021 page#04. The article
highlights the role of es-
sential nutrients in hu-
man resource develop-
ment along with a brief
introduction of malnutri-
tion, characterization of
malnutrition, procedure
of taking measurements
of SAM and MAM
cases, medical complica-
tions, community-based
management of acute
malnutrition (CMAM),
infant and young child
feeding (IYCF), etc.

Background: Sur-
veys regarding Nutrition

National Nutrition
Survey (2001-2002): The
National Nutrition Sur-
vey conducted in 2001-
2002 assessed the nutri-
tional levels and health
status of mothers and
children in Pakistan.
Data was collected
through a questionnaire
consisting of four mod-
ules including a house-
hold questionnaire, bio-
chemical and clinical
questionnaires, and a di-
etary form. Additional
biochemical samples in-
cluding serum retinol,
serum ferritin, and zinc,
were collected from
mothers and children un-
der-5. Urine samples
were collected from
mothers and children
ages 6-12 years for io-
dine deficiency. The sur-
vey sampled 10,656
households from 700 pri-
mary sampling units.

National Nutrition
Survey (2011): The NNS
2011 covered all prov-
inces: Gilgit Baltistan
(GB), Balochistan,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP), Sindh, Punjab,
Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir (AJK) and the Feder-
ally Administered Tribal
Areas (FATA). This in-
cluded 1,500 enumera-
tion blocks (EBs)/vil-
lages and 30,000 house-
holds, with a 49% urban
and 51% rural distribu-
tion.

National Nutrition
Survey (2018): The 2018
Pakistan National Nutri-
tion Survey (NNS 2018)

is the largest national
nutrition survey carried
out in Pakistan. It is de-
signed to provide
policymakers, program
managers, and academi-
cians a unique set of nu-
trition-related data in-
cluding environmental,
anthropometric, and bio-
chemical indicators.

National Nutrition
Survey (2019): The aim
of NNS 2018-19 is to un-
dertake a field survey
and generate district-
specific nutrition infor-
mation related to malnu-
trition (both undernutri-
tion and overnutrition)
and micronutrient defi-
ciencies among women
and children in Pakistan.

Malnutrition status
in Balochistan

Balochistan is the
most under-developed
of Pakistan’s provinces,
with a high proportion of
children under five years
of age who are stunted
(52%) and 16 percent of
who are wasted. More-
over, the prevalence of
anemia among children
in this age group is 57%

and nearly 49% among
women of childbearing
age. Numerous factors
are thought to contrib-
ute to child undernutri-
tion in Balochistan, in-
cluding sub-optimal in-
fant and young child
feeding (IYCF) prac-
tices; frequent child in-
fections (especially diar-
rhea diseases and
measles); maternal nutri-
tional deficiencies and/
or illness and death; ab-
sence/inadequacy of mi-
cronutrient supplemen-
tation; and household
food insecurity and gen-
der inequity.

A survey con-
ducted by the National
Nutrition Cell revealed
that 49% of women in
Balochistan were suffer-
ing from malnutrition.
Moreover, the ratio of
maternal anemia was
49%, anemia among chil-
dren below five years
was 57% and iodine de-
ficiency among women
was 29%.

Balochistan Nutri-
tion Program for Mother
and Children (BNPMC)

In response to the
challenging nutrition
situation in the prov-
ince, the Department of
Health (DoH) launched
the Nutrition Program
for Mothers and Chil-
dren (BNPMC) in 2016.
They implemented nutri-
tion activities among the
rural and urban popula-
tion of seven selected
districts. The total popu-
lation of these districts
is 1,654,613, of which
estimated target popula-
tions include 132,369
pregnant and lactating
women (PLW). Stake-
holders include the
DoH, Peoples Primary
Healthcare Initiative
(providing health ser-
vices at Basic Health
Units in the districts),
and local NGOs.

The total cost of
the above project was
1,492.62 million PKR
(US$14.21 million) of
which 80% were pro-
vided by the World
Bank and 20% by the
Government of
Balochistan. A major
part  of the funding

(41%) was allocated to
strengthen institutional
arrangements which in-
clude staffing, technical
assistance for capacity
building, strengthening
coordination mecha-
nisms, addressing mal-
nutrition among chil-
dren and PLW (37%),
and addressing micro-
nutrient malnutrition
(13.6%).

Future Plans
The aforesaid pro-

gram ended in December
2019 and was limited to
seven districts; whereas
the malnutrition situa-
tion continues to exist in
22 districts of
Balochistan.

Therefore, the Gov-
ernment of Balochistan
has assigned DoH and
PPHI to extend nutri-
tion intervention in 22
districts for which
project proposals are
ready; implementation
is expected from July
2021.

The author is a
program officer in
PPHI

Editorial:
The recent passage of
the Child Marriage
Prohibition Bill by the
Balochistan Provincial
Assembly is a land-
mark moment in the
province’s journey to-
ward protecting chil-
dren and promoting so-
cial justice. While
many have long
awaited this legisla-
tion, its adoption now
is a cause for im-
mense satisfaction, re-
flecting the
government’s com-
mitment to addressing
a critical societal is-
sue. Under the leader-
ship of Chief Minister
Sarfraz Bugti, the pro-
vincial government
has demonstrated pro-
fessionalism, transpar-
ency, and determina-
tion in ensuring that
this bill was enacted
through proper legisla-
tive procedures. The
thorough review by as-
sembly committees
over the past six
months shows a delib-
erate and consultative
approach, prioritizing

consensus - dr iven
lawmaking. This me-
thodical process en-
sures that laws are not
only enacted but are
sustainable, widely
supported, and rooted
in the public interest.

While opposition
voices, including
those from JUI-F,
have criticized the bill
on religious grounds,
their dissent is part of
a healthy democratic
debate.  However, it
is crucial to note that
protecting children
from early and forced
marriages is a univer-
sally recognized hu-
man rights concern.
The government’s de-
cision to move for-
ward, despite protests
and a walkout by op-
position lawmakers,
underscores its dedi-
cation to the welfare
of Balochistan’s
younger generations.

Indeed, the en-
actment of this bill,
though delayed, is a
step in the right direc-
tion. It signals a com-
mitment to ending

harmful traditional
practices that compro-
mise children’s health,
education, and future
prospects.

By taking this de-
cisive action, the
Balochistan govern-
ment has set a prece-
dent for social reform,
human rights advo-
cacy, and legislative
responsibility in Paki-
stan. In conclusion, the
passage of the Child
Marriage Prohibition
Bill is more than just a
legal milestone—it is a
moral and social im-
perative.  The govern-
ment deserves praise
for prioritizing the wel-
fare of children, imple-
menting professional
legislative processes,
and taking a bold step
that will benefit count-
less lives across the
province. While dia-
logue and debate will
always be part of de-
mocracy, today marks
a day when gover-
nance acted in favor of
justice, progress, and
the future of
Balochistan.

THE DILEMMA OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
(AI) WEAPONS

Masoor ul Hassan
The danger associated
with autonomous and
semi- aut onomous
weapons systems is

u n ac c e p t ab l e .
There exist a near con-
sensus that such
weapons must not be
completely AI-con-
trolled.

The design must
include appropriate
levels of human judg-
ment while resorting to

them. This line of
thought gains more
credence when the
present degree of glo-
bal polarization is

taken into view.
The international order
is tilting towards au-
tocracy and the likeli-
hood of employment
of these weapons is
becoming a reality.
The norms and values
of world politics were
subjected to heavy
Trumpian Strain in the
recent past when the
competition of naked
power showed its ug-
liness in international
relations.
The Genesis of

warfare
The history of

warfare is as old as
the human race. The
Book of Genesis
states that Caine

killed Abel to sati-
ate his vengeance.
Ever since vengeance,
confrontation and bel-
ligerence have

remained more
pervasive than coop-
eration and amiability
in human relations.
The perception of

life as a zero-sum
game breeds selfish-
ness and consequent
animosity between in-

dividuals, groups, or
states. Instincts of
survival and procre-
ation are reflexive
thus natural for all liv-
ing organisms

including us hu-
mans.
War, being one of

the forms of
human relations,

received due at-
tention

However, what
distinguishes Homo

sapiens from other liv-
ing entities is the quest
for

controlling the
forces of nature like
wind, water, fire, and
Sunlight for enhancing
the level of

physical comfort
and peace of mind.
This pursuit did im-
prove amenities of life
over time but

alongside in-
creased societal com-
plexities. War, being

one of the forms of
human relations,

received due at-
tention of social scien-
tists for defining ethi-
cal and moral issues.

Caine, who may
have used a sharp
stone, a strong branch
of a tree, or simple
brute force to

strangulate Abel,
would be flabber-
gasted if he were to
visit our times. The
civilization we live in

today took centu-
ries over centuries to
materialize.

The use of electro-
magnetic s

pectrum was
considered a

game-changer
The use of elec-

tromagnetic spectrum
was considered a
game-changer before
Counter Measures
(ECM) were devel-

oped which then was
countered by Elec-
tronic Counter-
Counter Measures
ECCM.

When the lethality
of weapons created a
situation of mutually
assured destruction
(MAD) the situation
became unacceptable.
Various treaties like
Nuclear Nonprolifera-
tion Treaty (NPT),
Strategic Arms Re-
duction Treaty

(START), and many
more were signed to
avert the unaccept-
able destruction of the
human race.

Exercising
restraint was never

so important
Exercising re-

straint was never so
important before the
development of au-
tonomous weapons;
chemical, biological,
radiological, and

nuclear. The Perils
and Promises of Arti-
ficial Intelligence

Harnessing the
field of Artificial Intel-
ligence (AI) in war-
fare brought a para-
digm shift in

the modus oper-
andi of warfare. It
eliminated the require-
ment of direct human
involvement in

selecting and en-
gaging targets. Even
the smartest of the
weapons were hith-
erto launched and

guided by hu-
mans.

This development
has given rise to the
debate of ethics and
morality all over

again. António
Guterres, the UN Sec-
retary-General joined
the skeptics on Twit-
ter where he

wrote in March
2019, “Autonomous
machines with the
power and discretion
to select targets and

take lives without
human involvement
are politically unac-
ceptable, morally re-
pugnant and

should be prohib-
ited by international
law.”
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Climate Minister Dr. Musadik Malik urges accelerated investment in
green skills to drive climate-resilient growth at COP30

Coordinator to Prime
Minister on Commerce Rana

Ihsaan Afzal Khan Visits
National Textile

University, Faisalabad

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Federal Minister for Cli-
mate Change and Envi-
ronmental Coordination,
Senator Dr Musadik
Masood Malik has
called for stronger inter-
national and domestic
investment in green
skills development to
secure a just, climate-re-
silient and economically
competitive future, as
global economies rap-
idly transition toward
clean energy, low-car-
bon growth and sustain-
able industrial transfor-
mation, according to a
press release issued
here on Friday.

Speaking as key-
note at a high-level side
event titled “Building
Green Skills for a Sus-
tainable Pakistan” at the
Pakistan Pavilion during
the UN Climate Summit
(COP30) in Belém, the
Federal Minister Senator
Dr Musadik Malik, said
that the world is witness-
ing unprecedented
structural shifts in eco-
nomic and industrial
systems, with trillions of
dollars now flowing into
renewable energy, cli-
mate-smart infrastruc-
ture, battery technology,
green transport systems
and circular economies.

These transitions,
he noted, are reshaping
the nature of jobs, mar-
ket competitiveness,
global trade rules and
national development
models.

Dr Malik said that
despite being among the
world’s most climate-
vulnerable countries,
Pakistan holds strong
potential  due to its
young population, entre-
preneurial capacity, ex-
panding technology
ecosystem and growing
recognition that the fu-
ture of employment will
be green, inclusive and
innovation-driven.

 “Developing green
skills is no longer op-
tional. It is essential for
strengthening climate
resilience, enabling our
clean-energy transition,
enhancing resource effi-
ciency and unlocking
access to global green

creasing pressure on
countries to decarbon-
ize supply chains and
develop a workforce ca-
pable of meeting emerg-
ing compliance stan-
dards.

A failure to reskill
workers in time, he said,
risks leaving developing
economies behind as
global markets tighten
environmental require-
ments and shift toward
carbon-priced exports.

The Minister
stressed that the transi-
tion to a low-carbon
economy must also be
just and equitable, en-
suring that communities
and workers dependent
on traditional, fossil-

pathways for economic
mobility. Climate action
must go hand in hand
with the development of
human capital,” Dr Malik
said.

While Pakistan has
embedded climate action
into national frame-
works,  policies and
sectoral plans, Dr Malik
said that policies alone
cannot deliver the trans-
formation needed with-
out a workforce capable
of implementation — in-
cluding technicians who
can operate solar and
wind systems, engineers
who can build resilient
infrastructure, farmers
who understand cli-
mate-smart techniques,

Ambassador of the Kingdom of
the Netherlands Calls on Federal

Minister for Human Rights
ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Ambassador of the
Kingdom of the Nether-
lands, H.E. Robert-Jan
Siegert, paid a courtesy
call on the Federal Min-
ister for Human Rights,
Senator Azam Nazeer
Tarar.

The meeting fo-
cused on strengthening
collaboration and ex-
changing views on on-
going initiatives aimed
at promoting and pro-
tecting human rights in
Pakistan.

The Federal Minis-
ter welcomed the Am-
bassador and appreci-
ated the Netherlands’
continued engagement
and support  for
Pakistan’s human rights
priorities. Both sides re-
affirmed their shared
commitment to advanc-
ing equality, inclusion,
and the welfare of all citi-
zens.

The Ambassador
a c k n o w l e d g e d
Pakistan’s efforts in
implementing its human

rights agenda and com-
mended the
government’s commit-
ment to constitutional
guarantees, including
freedom of religion and
belief.

The Minister high-
lighted Pakistan’s di-
verse and inclusive so-
ciety, where all religious
communities enjoy con-
stitutional protection.

He also briefed the
Ambassador on recent
legislative advance-
ments, including the in-
troduction of the Na-
tional Commission for
Minorities Bill, a key ini-
tiative to safeguard mi-
nority rights, promote
interfaith harmony, and
ensure the full participa-
tion of minority commu-
nities in national devel-
opment.

The Minister also
outlined progress under
the National Action Plan
on Human Rights, cov-
ering policy reforms, im-
proved access to justice,
implementation of inter-

The Revival of Japan Pakistan Parliamentary
Friendship League

national commitments,
and the strengthening of
human rights institu-
tions. He highlighted
the important role of in-
dependent bodies such
as the National Commis-
sion for Human Rights
(NCHR), National Com-
mission on the Status of
Women (NCSW), and
National Commission on
the Rights of Child
(NCRC). Efforts to pro-
tect vulnerable groups
such as women, chil-
dren, senior citizens,
transgender persons,
and persons with dis-
abilities were also dis-
cussed.

Both sides ex-
pressed their intention
to maintain close coor-
dination and construc-
tive dialogue to further
advance the promotion
and protection of human
rights in Pakistan. The
meeting concluded with
a reaffirmation of their
commitment to deeper
collaboration on shared
priorities.

investment,” he said.
He warned that new

trade instruments such
as the European Union’s
Carbon Border Adjust-
ment Mechanism
(CBAM) are placing in-

fuel-linked livelihoods
are supported rather
than displaced. “For
countries like Pakistan,
the green transit ion
must protect workers
while also opening new

and innovators able to
develop home-grown
climate technologies.

He called on devel-
opment partners, finan-
cial institutions, interna-
tional organizations and

the private sector to col-
laborate with Pakistan in
expanding climate-rel-
evant education, voca-
tional training and tech-
nology access. “Invest-
ing in people is central
to achieving long-term
climate ambition and
economic moderniza-
tion,” he said.

The side event
brought together
policymakers, research-
ers, multilateral develop-
ment banks and techni-
cal experts to assess
how developing nations
can close the fast-grow-
ing gap between the de-
mand and supply of cli-
mate-relevant skills.

The session was
moderated by Syed
Bulent Sohail, Manag-
ing Partner of Sohail C
Partners LLP and Pro-
Vice Chancellor of Sohail
University.

Tátilla Pamplona,
State Attorney of Pará
and President of the
OAB Commission at
COP-30, stressed that
legislative and gover-
nance frameworks must
embed justice, equity
and labour safeguards to
ensure that the clean-
energy transition deliv-
ers social protection and
opportunity rather than
exclusion.

World Bank Climate
Change Adviser, Paola
Ridolfi, outlined the fi-
nancial and institutional
support being extended
by multilateral banks.

Gillani visits Mahmood Group of
Textile Mills, Multan

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Acting President of Pa-
kistan Syed Yusuf Raza
Gillani visited Mahmood
Group of Textile Mills in
Multan Industrial Estate.
During the visit, the head
of the group, Khawaja
Muhammad Anees,
briefed him on the state-
of-the-art machinery,
production processes,
labour welfare pro-
grams, and ongoing ex-
port orders. Khawaja
Muhammad Anees in-
formed the Acting Presi-
dent that Mahmood
Group is producing
world-class textile prod-
ucts and is adopting
sustainable industrial
practices through the
use of modern technol-
ogy.
The Acting President

appreciated the group’s
industrial contributions
and its role in strength-
ening Pakistan’s ex-
ports.

A detailed discus-
sion was also held on the
overall situation of the
textile sector, cotton pro-
duction, and related ag-
ricultural matters. Acting
President Syed Yousuf
Raza Gillani stated that
textiles form the back-
bone of Pakistan’s ex-
ports, while cotton re-
mains the foundation of
the textile industry.

 He emphasized the
need for improving seed
quality, irrigation sys-
tems, and agricultural
research. The Acting
President added that
supporting farmers and
strengthening the agri-

culture sector would fur-
ther boost the textile in-
dustry, which is vital for
the national economy.
He reiterated that the
government is commit-
ted to providing all pos-
sible facilities and a con-
ducive environment for
the promotion of indus-
try and trade.

Syed Yousuf Raza
Gillani lauded the
Mahmood Group for its
valuable services, not-
ing that the private
sector’s contribution in
enhancing exports and
generating employment
opportunities is com-
mendable.

Senior government
officials, industrialists,
and relevant authorities
were also present during
the visit.

Fa i s a la b a d( I N P ) :
:Rana Ihsaan Afzal
Khan, Coordinator to
the Prime Minister on
Commerce, visited
National Textile Uni-
versity (NTU)
Faisalabad today and
received a compre-
hensive briefing on the
university’s research,
development,
and innovation activi-
ties in the textile sec-
tor.

The Coordinator
was briefed on NTU’s
ongoing projects in
sustainable textiles,
technical textiles,
smart materials, and
eco-friendly process-
ing technologies.
NTU, Pakistan’s pre-
mier federal institution
for textile education
and research estab-
lished in 1954, oper-
ates advanced facili-

ties including the Cen-
tral Hi-Tech Labora-
tory and the National
Textile Research Cen-
tre, supporting industry
collaborations for ex-
port enhancement.

Discussions high-
lighted NTU’s strong
industry linkages, such
as partnerships with
Faisalabad-based tex-
tile mills for technol-
ogy transfer and skill
development pro-
grams that train pro-
fessionals annually.

The briefing also
covered alignment
with national export
goals,

 including compli-
ance with international
standards like GRS
and GOTS for sustain-
able production.

Rana Ihsaan
Afzal Khan appreci-
ated NTU’s contribu-

tions to the textile in-
dustry, which accounts
for over 60% of
Pakistan’s exports val-
ued at more than $15
billion annually.

 He assured con-
tinued support from
the Ministry of Com-
merce for academia-
industry partnerships
to drive innovation and
achieve $50 billion in
textile exports by
2030.

The visit was at-
tended by Mr. Naveed
Gulzar, Chairman
Board of Governors
NTU; Mian
Muhammad Latif,
Member Board of
Governors; Engr.
Dean Zulfiqar, Mem-
ber Board of Gover-
nors; all Deans, Heads
of Departments, and
senior faculty mem-
bers.

TOKYOI (INP): The
Ambassador-desig-
nate of Pakistan to Ja-
pan, Mr. Abdul
Hameed, addressed
the inaugural meeting
of Japan Pakistan Par-
liamentary Friendship
League on 21 Novem-
ber 2025. He was spe-
cially invited by Mr.

Seiji Maehara, Mem-
ber House of Repre-
sentatives, Chairman
Japan-Pakistan Par-
liamentary Friendship
League, to attend the
event.

Mr. Seiji Maehara
appreciated the up-
ward trajectory of Pa-
kistan Japan coopera-

tion. He made special
reference to his par-
ticipation in Pakistan's
National Day event at
Osaka-Kansai Expo
2025. In his remarks,
the Ambassador ex-
pressed satisfaction
that Japan Pakistan
Parliamentary Friend-
ship League has been

revived now. He high-
lighted that the long-
standing Pakistan-Ja-
pan relations were
rooted in peace, devel-
opment cooperation
and common commit-
ment to prosperity.
The bilateral relation-
ship was further
strengthened through

parliamentary diplo-
macy and six institu-
tional mechanisms
that facilitated col-
laboration in multiple
areas.

The event con-
cluded with the mutual
commitment to expand
the current scope of
bilateral relations.

Rana Tanveer Hussain Highlights Pakistan’s Vision
for a Sustainable and Prosperous Olive Economy

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Federal Minister for Na-
tional Food Security &
Research, Rana Tanveer
Hussain, delivered a
comprehensive address
at the World Olive Day
celebration during the
122nd Session of the
Council of Members of
the International Olive
Council  (IOC) in
Córdoba,

Spain. In his re-
marks, the Minister high-
lighted the timeless cul-
tural and civilizational
significance of the olive
tree, describing it as a
symbol of peace, pa-
tience, harmony, and co-
existence. He noted that
the olive tree holds a re-
vered place in all three
major religions, where it
features prominently in
sacred traditions and
scriptures.

 He emphasized
that World Olive Day
serves as a meaningful
reminder of the values
embodied by the olive
tree and underscores its
cultural, environmental,
and economic impor-
tance across societies.

The Minister reaf-
firmed Pakistan’s strong
commitment to building
a modern and sustain-

able olive sector.
He explained that

Pakistan is endowed
with billions of wild ol-
ive trees and nearly four
million hectares of land
suitable for olive cultiva-
tion. Under the National
Olive Program, over
seven million olive trees
have been planted dur-
ing the last fifteen years,
demonstrating the
country’s long-term vi-
sion for developing a
thriving olive economy.
He stated that Pakistan
has now established 51
olive oil extraction units,
six fruit processing fa-
cilities, five weather sta-
tions, fourteen nurser-
ies, and four olive oil
quality laboratories, in-
cluding a sensory evalu-
ation laboratory to sup-
port scientific excellence
and quality assurance.
Thousands of women
and youth have re-
ceived training in vari-
ous segments of the ol-
ive value chain, and
more than ninety entre-
preneurs have success-
fully launched olive-
based startups, contrib-
uting to rural liveli-
hoods, local economic
growth, and value addi-
tion.

The Minister also
highlighted a recent
achievement that re-
flects the emerging glo-
bal recognition of
Pakistan’s olive sector.
He shared that the Paki-
stani startup “LO –
Loralai Olives” won a
Silver Award at the New
York Olive Oil Quality
Competition, an accom-
plishment that show-
cases the quality and
promise of the country’s
olive products. He em-
phasized that this recog-
nition is a testament to
the dedication of Paki-
stani farmers, research-
ers, and young innova-
tors who are shaping the
future of the olive indus-
try.

He further noted
that the Government of
Pakistan is strengthen-
ing the public–private
partnership model to ac-
celerate sectoral devel-
opment.

Through capacity-
building initiatives and
the provision of essen-
tial pre- and post-har-
vest equipment, this col-
laboration is generating
positive results and im-
proving efficiency
across the olive value
chain. He added that

these coordinated ef-
forts support Pakistan’s
broader goals of en-
hancing rural prosperity,

promoting climate-resil-
ient agriculture, and re-
ducing reliance on im-
ported edible oils.
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Boiler explosion at Faisalabad factory kills 12
FAISALABAD (INP):
Rescue officials said on
Friday that 12 people
were killed after the boiler
of a factory exploded
early on Friday morning
near Faisalabad’s
Malikpur area, causing

the collapse of the build-
ing and nearby struc-
tures.
In an initial statement,
Rescue 1122 said that
the incident occurred in
Shahab Town, near the
Kabbadi Stadium. The

rescue service  said that
the boiler explosion
caused the roof of the
factory and those of ad-
jacent houses to col-
lapse, killing four.

Later, it said that
search and rescue teams

had pulled out 17 people
from the rubble, adding
that 12 had died on the
spot.  It said that the res-
cue operation was un-
derway under the super-
vision of the district
emergency officer, add-

ing that more than 20
ambulances and fire ten-
ders were taking part. It
also said that the
Faisalabad Control
Room had received a call
about the explosion at
the factory at 5:28am.

Afridi pens letter to Maryam over manhandling of
Imran’s sisters, denial of his visitation rights

PESHAWAR (INP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Chief Minister Sohail
Afridi, in a letter to his
counterpart in Punjab,
Maryam Nawaz, has
raised concerns over
the alleged manhan-
dling of PTI founder
Imran Khan’s sisters
by police and the ob-
struction of the incar-
cerated ex-premier’s
visitation rights.

The development
comes after Afridi on
Thursday was denied
access to meet Imran
for a seventh time. Fur-
ther, two days ago po-
lice had allegedly man-
handled and “violently
detained” Imran’s sis-
ters from outside
Adiala jail in
Rawalpindi, where
they were camped out
after being denied a
weekly meeting with
him. The letter, which
was shared by the PTI
on social media plat-
form X early on Fri-
day, said that Afridi
wished to draw
Maryam’s attention to
“serious concerns” re-

garding the “adminis-
tration of court-man-
dated visitation rights”
of Imran and the re-
cent treatment of his
family members.

“Clear and binding
judicial directions gov-
ern Imran’s visitation
schedule. These orders
explicitly permit his
close family members
and nominated individu-
als to meet him on
specified days. Despite
the unambiguous na-
ture of these instruc-
tions, repeated reports
indicate persistent non-
implementation by the
authorities responsible
for compliance,” Afridi
said. He also termed
accounts of the “inap-
propriate and rough
treatment” of Imran’s
sisters during a recent
attempt to visit him as
“particularly disturb-
ing”. “These individu-
als are apolitical private
citizens, seeking only
to meet their brother in
accordance with court
permissions. Even if
restrictions were to
exist for political visi-

tors — which is a dif-
ferent category alto-
gether — there is no
conceivable legal or
administrative basis for
obstructing or mishan-
dling immediate family
members whose pres-
ence is neither political
nor disruptive in na-
ture,” the KP chief min-
ister said. “Their ob-
struction, physical re-
straint or temporary
detention is therefore
wholly unacceptable,”
he said. Afridi said that
such actions created a
“clear impression” that
judicial directives were
being disregarded, and
that jail and police au-
thorities were not safe-
guarding or facilitating
the rights of visitors.He
urged Maryam to en-
sure a proper, safe and
dignified waiting area
for authorised visitors.

“The current prac-
tice of stopping them
nearly a kilometre away
and compelling elderly
family members —
particularly women —
to sit on roads is wholly
inappropriate and must

Indian media blitz of comparing
Kashmiri doctors with Hamas attempt

to gain international sympathies

Videos of the rescue
work shared by Rescue
1122 showed workers
combing through the
rubble of buildings and
looking for survivors.
Meanwhile, Punjab In-
spector General of Police

Dr Usman Anwar di-
rected that Rescue 1122,
the fire brigade and all
related agencies be pro-
vided full support. In a
statement, he said that
police officers and offi-
cials should continue

rescue operations to find
people buried under-
neath the rubble. He also
directed traffic police to
ensure easy access to
the site of the incident
for ambulances and
other rescue vehicles.

NFC meeting scheduled
for December 4
to discuss IMF

 conditions, new award

M-Tag service timings expanded allowing
residents to visit any of the 10 centres

KP Chief Minister skips ECP hearing
over election code violation

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): The Excise
and Taxation Depart-
ment of Islamabad on
Friday expanded M-
Tag service timings,
allowing residents to
visit any of the 10 cen-
tres seven days a
week.

Director Excise
and Taxation Bilal
Azam announced that
the service will now
remain available on
Saturdays and Sun-
days, from 9am to
9pm, similar to week-
day timings.

According to the
department, the deci-
sion was taken to fa-
cilitate residents who
cannot visit centres
during regular working
days. With increasing
traffic on national
highways and a surge

in daily commuters,
the need for uninter-
rupted M-Tag ser-
vices had grown. The
weekend plan aims to
reduce crowding at
centres and offer flex-
ibility for those with
tight schedules.

Residents can
now visit any of the
designated centres
across the city for M-
Tag registration, re-
newal, or assistance.
The centres have been
directed to ensure
smooth service deliv-
ery and maintain staff
presence throughout
the extended hours.

Officials said the
M-Tag facility plays
an essential role in im-
proving toll manage-
ment and reducing
congestion at
motorway entry

be discontinued,” he
said.

He said that the
Punjab government
should ensure the
implementation of all
court directives on visi-
tation. He also called
for identifying and
holding individuals ac-
countable for obstruct-
ing, insulting, or physi-
cally manhandling
peaceful visitors, in-
cluding Imran’s family
and members of the KP
cabinet. He said that the
Punjab government
should also issue in-
structions to the prison
and police authorities to
prevent the recurrence
of such incidents. Fur-
ther, he called for es-
tablishing a mechanism
ensuring that all future
meetings were facili-
tated in an “orderly, re-
spectful and legally
c o m p l i a n t
manner”.Afridi ended
his letter by saying that
Imran was a former
prime minister and the
leader of a political
party he himself repre-
sented.

LHC orders strict action
against individuals

responsible for
causing pollution
amid smog threat.

points.
With electronic

tagging becoming
mandatory on several
routes, the department
has seen a steady rise
in users seeking reg-
istration. The week-
end availability is ex-
pected to support this
transition and encour-
age more motorists to
adopt the system.

Director Bilal
Azam said the depart-
ment is focusing on
public convenience
and aims to ensure that
services remain ac-
cessible without long
waiting times. He
added that the ex-
tended schedule re-
flects the
department’s commit-
ment to keeping ser-
vice delivery uninter-
rupted, especially dur-

PESHAWAR (INP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP) Chief Minister
Sohail Afridi failed to
appear before the
Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) on
Friday during the hear-
ing of a notice issued
over alleged threats to
election officials,
prompting the Chief
Election Commis-
sioner to announce
that an interim order
would be issued later
in the day.

Afour- memb er
bench headed by the
Chief Election Com-
missioner (CEC)
heard the matter at the
ECP headquarters in
Islamabad, where se-
curity was tightened
with deployments
from Islamabad Po-

lice, Rangers and the
Frontier Constabulary
(FC).

Although Chief
Minister Afridi and
candidate Shehrnaz
Bano Omar Ayub did
not attend the pro-
ceedings, CM Afridi’s
counsel, Ali Bukhari,
and the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Advo-
cate General were
present. The CEC un-
derlined that Afridi had
been summoned in
person, while Bukhari
argued that an exemp-
tion request had been
filed because the chief
minister was attending
a meeting.

On this, the chief
election commissioner
said the interim order
would be issued today,
which will clarify all

issues, including the
date of the next hear-
ing.

CM Afridi’s law-
yer countered the ECP
notices by arguing that
the Punjab chief min-
ister, Maryam Nawaz
Sharif, had also an-
nounced a develop-
ment project in
Hassan Abdal and
should therefore face
similar action. The
Chief Election Com-
missioner responded
that the commission
had already issued a
notice to a federal min-
ister earlier in the day
for violating the elec-
tion code of conduct,
using stronger lan-
guage than in the no-
tice served to CM
Sohail Afridi.

During the hear-

ing, the ECP secretary
said that public office
holders are barred
from participating in
election campaigns
and from engaging in
intimidation or incite-
ment. He said that
Afridi had threatened
election officials dur-
ing a rally in Havelian,
adding that candidate
Shehrnaz Omar Ayub
was equally respon-
sible. The CEC then
halted arguments from
the PML-N
candidate’s lawyer
and adjourned the
hearing. Experts noted
that the Election Com-
mission wields judicial
authority rather than
merely administrative
power, meaning those
summoned are obliged
to appear.

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): Indian media
blitz of comparing
Kashmiri doctors with
Hamas is an attempt
to gain international
sympathies. However,
there is need to revert
to history to define
clearly who is a mili-
tant.

Indian Godi media
channels rush to com-
pare Kashmiri doctors
to Hamas fighter
which exposes hypoc-
risy about Kashmir to
win international sym-
pathy. The trick is fa-
miliar, label your own
rebels, during British
colonization as patri-
ots, and someone
else’s rebels against
India as terrorists. But
history has a way of
mocking such selec-
tive morality.

Almost in whole
India there is consen-
sus that Bhagat Singh,

and Subhas Chandra
Bose were labelled
“terrorists” by the
British even Gandhi
discouraged their vio-
lence. But it is unani-
mous in India that they
were freedom fighter
despite the fact the
father of Indian nation
did not agree with their
paths of resistance.

Now the question
is why they were
called freedom fighter.
Because an alien na-
tion came to colonize
their land, snatched
their rights and ex-
ploited their resources.
That is why they
chose the path of re-
sistance.

The situation of
Kashmiris and Pales-
tinian is almost the
same. Palestinian land
is being occupied by
the colonial Zionist re-
gime who is bent on
genocide of Palestin-

ian that is why Hamas
chose path of resis-
tance.

If armed resis-
tance against British
colonial rule is cel-
ebrated in India, then
why are Kashmiri and
Palestinian resistance
movements instantly
slotted into the “ter-
rorist” category?

The same goes for
Kashmiris. Their land
has been illegally oc-
cupied for the last
eight decades by the
Indian Hindutva re-
gime with similar ide-
ology like that of Zion-
ism. In both cases, the
central issue is not re-
ligion but occupation
and political disenfran-
chisement.

T h e r e f o r e ,
Kashmiris have cho-
sen the path of resis-
tance. The question is
when Bhagat Singh
and Bose are freedom

fighter for resisting
British occupation,
why can’t the
Kashmiris resist In-
dian occupation. Why
they are being labeled
as militants.

The “Godi media”
ecosystem celebrates
Bose for raising an
army with Axis sup-
port, yet condemns a
Kashmiri for even ex-
pressing political dis-
sent. It glorifies
Bhagat Singh for
bombing an assembly
“to make the deaf
hear,” yet denounces
every Kashmiri teen-
ager who demands
autonomy. The hypoc-
risy of BJP inspired
Godi media is evident
where they celebrate
people who have car-
ried out violent
struggle against the
Britishers but call the
Kashmiris resistance
fighters as militants.

LAHORE, Nov 21 (INP):
The Lahore High Court
(LHC) has ordered strict
action against individu-
als and entities respon-
sible for causing pollu-
tion amid smog threat.

The LHC bench
during today’s hearing
observed that the air
quality index remains
high primarily due to
smoke-emitting ve-
hicles. “Enough has al-
ready happened,” Jus-
tice Shahid Karim re-
marked, noting that
smoke-belching ve-
hicles are still visible on
the roads.

Justice Shahid
Karim directed that the
DG ensure environmen-
tal squads are visibly
present on the roads,
adding that such mea-
sures would have a no-
ticeable impact. The

court further noted that
excessive construction
across the city is contrib-
uting to rising pollution
levels.

The judge ob-
served that the anti-
smog gun is ineffective
if smoke emissions con-
tinue at  the current
scale. He remarked that
the Environment De-
partment has significant
powers, provided they
choose to exercise them.

The court also ex-
pressed dissatisfaction
with WASA’s perfor-
mance, stating that no
substantial progress had
been made regarding
water meter installation.

PHA’s legal advisor
submitted that the au-
thority has not cut down
a single tree, adding that
he would resign if it were
proven otherwise.

ISLAMABAD (INP): A
meeting of the National
Finance Commission
(NFC) has been ‘sched-
uled’ for December 4 to
discuss the implementa-
tion of IMF conditions
and new financial award.

As per sources,
IMF proposals for the
changes to the NFC
Award will be discussed.
To consult on this mat-
ter, the federal govern-
ment has invited the
provinces to the upcom-
ing meeting on Decem-
ber 4.

Federal Finance
Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb, along with
the finance ministers of
all four provinces, will
attend the session, ac-
cording to the official
notification.

The IMF is ex-
pected to be on board
regarding the proposals
for the new National Fi-

nance Award. Sources
noted that if multiple
sessions are required to
finalize the new award,
the process could take
approximately six to
eight months.

Previously, the first
scheduled meeting had
been postponed at the
request of the provinces
due to floods.

On Thursday, the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) stated that
corruption remains a per-
sistent challenge in Pa-
kistan,

 urging the Special
Investment Facilitation
Council (SIFC) to pub-
lish its first annual re-
port.

IMF, in its Gover-
nance and Corruption
Diagnostic Assessment
(GCDA), stated that cor-
ruption poses serious
risks to economic devel-
opment and public trust.

ing peak traffic sea-
sons.

The Excise and
Taxation Department
will continue to moni-
tor public response to
the new timings and
may introduce further
improvements if re-
quired. For now, resi-
dents can benefit from
consistent service
hours across the
week, making the pro-
cess easier for fami-
lies, daily commuters,
and intercity travelers.

With the new
schedule in place,
Islamabad joins the list
of regions offering
full-week motorway
tagging services, en-
suring residents face
fewer delays and
have more options to
manage their travel
requirements.

ISLAMABAD:  Archbishop Tapio Luoma of Finland called on Federal Minister of
Law & Justice, Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar.

ISLAMABAD: Governor of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim Kundi calls on Prime
Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

QUETTA: In light of the ruling of Speaker Balochistan Provincial Assembly Captain (R) Abdul Khaliq Achakzai, Commissioner
Quetta is briefing the members of the assembly about the construction works in Quetta.
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Balochistan Passes Child Marriage Restraint Bill 2025;
NCSW Urges Punjab and KP to Follow Suit

News Desk:
QUETTA: The National
Commission on the
Status of Women
(NCSW) has wel-
comed the passage of
the Balochistan Child
Marriage Restraint Bill
2025, hailing it as a ma-
jor milestone for child
protection, women’s
rights, and gender
equality in Pakistan.
Chairperson of NCSW,
Ume Laila Azhar, stated
that the law is the re-
sult of extensive na-
tionwide consultations
involving political lead-
ers, bureaucrats, reli-
gious scholars, civil
society organisations,
and members of the ju-
diciary. “There was
unanimous recognition
that the minimum age
of marriage should be
set at 18 years. Even
religious scholars and
the Council of Islamic
Ideology have endorsed
this as a fair and rea-
sonable benchmark in

RDMC Launches Fully Funded Reko Diq Scholarship
Program for Chagai Students

MR Vaccination Campaign
Reviewed Under  ADC General
Dr. Abdul Shakoor in Gwadar

News Desk
GWADAR: A review
meeting regarding the
Rubella (MR) vacci-
nation campaign was
held under the chair-
manship of Additional
Deputy Commissioner
General, Dr. Abdul
Shakoor. The meeting
was attended by key
stakeholders, including
District Health Officer
Dr. Yasar Tahir,
Deputy DHO Dr.
Shah Nawaz Baloch,
WHO DSO Dr. Zafar
Iqbal, Sheikh Sagheer,
and representatives of
relevant field teams.

The meeting in-

cluded a detailed as-
sessment of refusal
cases, not-available
cases, team perfor-
mance, and target
achievement. The
reasons behind refusal
cases were also ex-
amined, raising the
question of what fac-
tors are contributing to
these refusals.

During the ses-
sion, teams expressed
concern that private
school owners were
not cooperating ad-
equately, which was
hindering the overall
progress of the cam-
paign. In response,

News Desk:
CHAGAI: In a major
boost to education in
Balochistan, the Reko
Diq Mining Company
(RDMC), in collabora-
tion with Sukkur IBA
University, has intro-
duced the Reko Diq
Scholarship Program, of-
fering 50 fully funded
scholarships to stu-
dents from District
Chagai who completed
their intermediate stud-
ies in 2024–25.

This initiative aims
to expand higher educa-
tion access and develop
skilled human capital in
the region.

As part of its out-
reach, RDMC and IBA
Sukkur have kicked off
an extensive awareness
campaign across
Chagai.

 Information semi-
nars were conducted in
key locations including
Humai, Nokkundi,

Dalbandin, Taftan, and
Chagai town, where stu-
dents and families
learned about the schol-
arship and its long-term
benefits.

During these ses-
sions, participants re-
ceived details about eli-
gibility criteria, the appli-

cation process, and the
advantages of joining
the program. IBA
Sukkur will conduct a
standardized aptitude
test for applicants.

Those who pass
will begin a six-month
foundation program at
Sukkur IBA University,

designed to strengthen
academic skills and pre-
pare students for univer-
sity education.

The foundation
course will help stu-
dents qualify for admis-
sion not only at IBA
Sukkur but also at other
reputable universities

the best interest of chil-
dren,” she said. Azhar
emphasized that the
legislation is not merely
about preventing early
marriages.
“It is about safeguard-
ing the mental, physi-
cal, and emotional de-
velopment of future
generations. By en-
forcing this law, we
ensure that children
grow up healthier, re-
ceive better education,
and are empowered to
lead fulfilling lives,” she
added. The NCSW has
urged the governments
of Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa to ur-
gently enact their re-
spective Child Marriage
Restraint Bills.  With
Sindh, the Islamabad
Capital Territory, and
now Balochistan al-
ready aligned with the
national standard of 18
years, any further de-
lay, according to the
commission, is “unjus-
tifiable and harmful” to

children’s wellbeing.
Highlighting the impor-
tance of uniformity
across provinces,
Azhar said, “Standard-
izing 18 as the mini-
mum age of marriage
is not only a legislative
step but also a moral,
constitutional, and hu-
manitarian responsibil-
ity.
Consistent implemen-
tation, strengthened
community vigilance,
and a united national
resolve are key to se-
curing safer and
brighter futures for our
children.”
 The NCSW reaf-
firmed its commit-
ment, in partnership
with national and inter-
national organisations,
to support provincial
governments in enact-
ing, harmonizing, and
enforcing strong legal
protections to end child
marriage and promote
the rights of every child
in Pakistan.

and colleges across Pa-
kistan, depending on
their chosen fields.

Under this fully
funded scheme, RDMC
through IBA Sukkur will
cover all academic ex-
penses for four years,
ensuring that deserving
students from Chagai
can pursue quality
higher education with-
out any financial burden.

The program under-
scores RDMC’s commit-
ment to youth empower-
ment, education devel-
opment in Balochistan,
and long-term commu-
nity uplift.

The scholarship
initiative was designed
in consultation with
Community Develop-
ment Committees
(CDCs),  reflecting
RDMC’s policy of work-
ing closely with local
communities when plan-
ning social investment
projects.

District Health Committee Reviews Performance
Under Chair of DC Quetta

NEWS DESK
Quetta – A key review
meeting of the District
Health Committee was
held under the chairman-
ship of Deputy Commis-
sioner Quetta,
Mehrullah Badini. Addi-
tional Deputy Commis-
sioner (General)
Muhammad Anwar
Kakar, DHO Quetta,
DSM, MS Mufti

Mehmood Hospital, and
other relevant officials
attended the session.

During the meeting,
the DHO presented a
detailed report on the
attendance of paramed-
ics and other health
staff. The DSM briefed
the committee on the
supply of medicines to

the health sector as a top
priority,  the Deputy
Commissioner issued di-
rectives to all concerned
officers. He stressed
that the supply of medi-
cines, presence of doc-
tors and staff at BHUs,
and overall service de-
livery must be improved
without compromise.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner instructed stricter
monitoring to ensure citi-
zens receive quality
healthcare services. He
emphasized the impor-
tance of coordinated
communication between
all  departments and
timely reporting to ad-
dress issues efficiently.

all BHUs, stock avail-
ability, and staff atten-
dance. The Medical Su-
perintendent of Mufti
Mehmood Hospital sub-
mitted a report outlining
the hospital’s facilities,
electricity issues, road
access, and other admin-
istrative challenges. De-
claring improvement in

ADC General Dr.
Abdul Shakoor in-
structed that the Presi-
dent of the Private
Schools Association
be summoned to en-
sure they are informed
about the need for full
cooperation with vac-
cination teams.

Dr. Abdul
Shakoor emphasized
that the Rubella vac-
cination campaign is
vital for safeguarding
children’s health, and
therefore all institu-
tions and stakeholders
must ensure their
complete support for
its success.

DC Sagar Kumar Reviews
Measles–Rubella Campaign
Progress in Killa Saifullah
News Desk

KILLA SAIFULLAH:
An important meeting
regarding the ongoing
national Measles and
Rubella vaccination
campaign was held un-
der the chairmanship of
Deputy Commissioner
Killa Saifullah, Sagar
Kumar.
The meeting aimed to
review vaccination ac-
tivities across the dis-
trict, assess field team
performance, enhance

public awareness strat-
egies, and evaluate ad-
ministrative arrange-
ments.
The meeting was at-
tended by District
Health Officer (DHO) Dr.
Waheed Kakar, District
Head of EPI Waseem
Kakar, the program’s dis-
trict in-charges, medical
superintendents, field
supervisors, and other
relevant officials.
Addressing the meeting,
Deputy Commissioner

Sagar Kumar said that
measles and rubella are
dangerous diseases,
and vaccination is the
only effective way to
prevent them. He in-
structed health teams to
ensure full coverage,
particularly in remote ar-
eas, rural settlements.
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Pine nut price witnesses unprecedented decline
in South Waziristan
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CCP issues notices to private schools for ‘forcing parents
to buy costly supplies from exclusive vendors’

NEWS DESK: The Com-
petition Commission of
Pakistan (CCP) on Friday
said it had issued show-
cause notices to seven-
teen major private school
systems for allegedly
forcing parents to buy
branded supplies from
exclusive authorised
vendors.

“The CCP has is-
sued show cause no-
tices to seventeen major
private school systems
for allegedly abusing
their dominant position
by compelling parents to
purchase expensive,
logo-branded note-
books, workbooks, and
uniforms exclusively
from school-authorised
vendors,” a press re-
lease by the CCP said.

“The action has
been taken to safeguard
millions of school-going
children and their fami-
lies from unfair pricing
practices,” it added.

According to the
commission, the en-
forcement action fol-
lows a detailed suo motu
inquiry initiated on the
basis of numerous com-
plaints from parents,
guardians, and other
stakeholders.

It said that the com-
plainants alleged “arbi-
trary fee hikes, non-
transparent selling prac-

tices, and the bundling
of mandatory branded
school supplies, effec-
tively leaving families
with no choice but to
purchase these items at
inflated prices”.

The CCP said that
the school systems un-
der scrutiny included
the Beaconhouse
School System, The City
School,  Headstart ,
Lahore Grammar School,
Froebel’s, Roots Interna-
tional, Roots Millen-
nium, KIPS, Allied

others.
“These school net-

works operate hundreds
of campuses nationwide
and collectively educate
millions of students, giv-
ing them considerable
influence over enrolled
families,” it said.

According to the
handout, the CCP’s in-
quiry showed that par-
ents were mandated to
buy logo-bearing note-
books, workbooks, uni-
forms, and other ancil-
lary school products

packs’ through online
portals or designated
vendors, with students
prohibited from using
generic notebooks or
uniforms from the open
market,” it added.

The CCP defined
the relevant markets as,
firstly, the provision of
education services to
enrolled students, where
each school enjoyed a
100 per cent market
share, making students
“captive consumers”;
and secondly, the market

280pc more expensive
than similar items avail-
able in open markets”.

It also found that
leading school systems
engaged in tying ar-
rangements,  making
continued enrollment
conditional upon pur-
chasing secondary prod-
ucts such as notebooks
and uniforms.

The report  also
added that schools ap-
pointed exclusive ven-
dors, foreclosing the
market for thousands of
small stationery and uni-
form sellers nationwide,
according to the state-
ment. It said that manda-
tory branded supplies
and restrictive trading
conditions violated sec-
tions 4(1) and 4(2)(a) of
the Competition Act,
2010.

“High switching
costs, such as limited
school options, sub-
stantial transfer fees,
and transportation con-
straints left parents with
no viable alternative, en-
abling schools to en-
force these practices
without resistance,” the
press release added.

The CCP observed
that these practices “re-
stricted market access,
harmed small retailers,
and limited consumer
choice across Pakistan”.

Schools, Super Nova,
Dar-e-Arqam, STEP
School, Westminster In-
ternational, United Char-
ter School, and The
Smart School, among

from exclusive school-
authorised outlets, the
statement said.

“In several in-
stances, schools sold
compulsory ‘study

for ancillary school
products, which became
the “tied market”.

The inquiry report
concluded that many
study packs were “up to

NEWS DESK: The price
of pine nut (chilgoza) in
Lower South Waziristan
have witnessed an
unprecedented decline
in the current season,
dropping from last year’s
Rs10,000 per kilogram to
the current Rs3,000 per
kilogram.

Traders say that the
steep fall in price of pine
nut has created financial
distress for thousands of
families linked with the
region’s most valuable
dry fruit economy.

Commission agent
Imran Wazir told this
scribe that the dramatic
price drop in price of pine
nut was result of three
major factors. “These
factors include
exceptionally high
production, a slowdown
in international demand
and systematic
harassment of pine nut
traders by customs and
police personnel in
Lahore, Rawalpindi and
other major cities,” he
added.

He said that pine nut
production in South
Waziristan Lower surged
sharply in the current
year, resultantly it was
supplied in a larger
quantity to market.
“Farmers and traders
were optimistic that a
good harvest would
bring better earnings.
Instead, the reverse
happened. Oversupply
pushed price down faster

than anyone expected,”
he said.

Traders cite high
production, shrinking
demand and harassment
by police and customs
officials as main reasons

Mr Wazir said that
the new price level, less
than one-third of last
year’s, alarmed local
growers, who invested
heavily in labour,
transport and
processing of pine nut.
He added that the
situation was
aggravated by repeated
interference from
customs and police
authorities outside the
district.

“In Lahore,
Rawalpindi and several
other cities, official
teams stop trucks
without reason, re-check
d o c u m e n t s

unnecessarily and
pressurise traders,” he
alleged. Those practices
increased transportation
costs, delayed deliveries
and ultimately reduced
the product’s freshness
and market value, he
added.

“Chilgoza is not an
ordinary commodity. It is
sensitive, expensive and
highly perishable. Even
small delays affect its
worth. When trucks are
stopped for hours or a
whole day, its price drops
instantly,” said Mr
Wazir.

Local traders said
that that last year,
customs authorities in
Lahore sealed pine nut
market of Waziristan
traders that caused huge
losses to them. “We had
barely recovered from
last year’s shock. This

season has pushed the
market into another
crisis,” a trader told this
scribe.

Traders said that
people of Waziristan
dealt in chilgoza trade
peacefully and lawfully.
They described the work
as one of the most
l a b o u r - i n t e n s i v e
seasonal trades in the
region. “From harvesting
the cones in high
mountains to shelling,
cleaning, drying and
storing,  every step
requires hard work. But
after all this effort, we are
humiliated in other cities
through unjustified
checking and
harassment,” they said.

They said that they
regularly paid the
mandatory Rs5 per
kilogram duty to forest
department, fulfilling all

legal requirements of the
trade. “When all dues
are paid,  then why
traders are stopped
repeatedly on
highways” questioned a
trader.

Javed Wazir, a
grower, said that yield of
pine nut in the current
year increased nearly
threefold, placing
enormous pressure on
market. “When the
quantity triples, the price
is naturally going to fall.
It is basic market
economics,” he said.

He said that
international market,
especially in Gulf and
East Asian countries, had
seen a noticeable decline
in demand, leading to
fewer export orders.
“Buyers abroad are
purchasing less.

 When global
demand drops, local
prices immediately feel
the impact,” he
explained.However, he
said that the ‘most
damaging’ factor was
interference by customs
and police officials in
Punjab’s major cities.
“Vehicles carrying pine
nut are stopped again
and again.

Trucks are forced to
wait at  multiple
c h e c k p o i n t s .
Documents are reviewed
repeatedly as if the
intention is only to delay
the consignment,” he
alleged.

Provinces’ seed needs met for wheat sowing
NEWS DESK : As the
wheat sowing drive
continues in full swing
across the country, the
Ministry of National
Food Security and Re-
search announced on
Thursday that all prov-
inces have received
their seed require-
ments.

The ministry in its
press release said a to-
tal of 168,000 tonnes of
seed from the private
sector and 196,000
tonnes from the Punjab
Seed Corporation have
been supplied. The al-
locations are as fol-
lows: 23,000 tonnes to
Balochistan, 82,000
tonnes to Sindh,
22,000 tonnes to
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
and 41,000 tonnes re-
tained in Punjab.

Daily convoy
tracking and check-
post monitoring con-
firmed smooth move-
ment without any hin-
drances or disruptions.
The Federal Seed Cer-
tification and Research
and Development
(FSC&RD) validated
these reports shared by
the Punjab govern-
ment.

The food security
ministry noted a peti-
tion filed in the high

court by certain seed
companies challenging
existing seed movement
SOPs. The federal gov-
ernment assured full
legal support to address
the matter. Food min-
istry hopes to achieve
sowing target by end of
November Provinces
have reported acceler-
ated sowing momen-
tum, supported by
timely floodwater re-
cession, easier land ac-
cess, and improved
availability of certified
seeds. The Punjab Ag-
riculture Department
reported that the prov-
ince is completing cul-
tivation on 12.5 million

acres against its target
of 16.5 million acres
for the ongoing Rabi
season, eyeing to
achieve the target in the
next two weeks.

Special trends ob-
served in Punjab in-
clude early and rapid
sowing due to post-
flood land availability.
Furthermore, subsidies
offered through the
Punjab Seed Corpora-
tion (Rs500 per bag)
and collaboration with
private seed companies
(Rs550 per bag, total-
ling Rs5,500 for certi-
fied seed) have led to
100 per cent improve-
ment in certified seed

usage. The Ministry’s
Secretary Amir
Mohyuddin confirmed
that media announce-
ments regarding a 20
per cent increase in
sowing this year have
positively influenced
farmers, who have
also responded well to
the indicative National
Wheat Policy price of
Rs3,500 per 40kg bag.

In Sindh, the Di-
rector-General Exten-
sion reported good
availability of certified
seed. A total of 533,000
hectares had been
sown, marking the
peak sowing window.
By the end of the cur-

rent month, 85pc of the
target is expected to be
completed.

KP reported a tar-
get of 781,000 hect-
ares, with 461,000
hectares sown so far
(59pc progress). Sow-
ing in sugarcane and
rice areas has been
slower; however, it is
expected to accelerate
by the end of Novem-
ber, as temperatures
remain favourable and
the sowing window
extends until Dec 15.

In Balochistan,
most cultivation oc-
curs in tube-well irri-
gated areas, with a few
districts relying on ca-
nal irrigation, where
sowing follows rice
harvesting. Out of the
643,000 hectares tar-
get, approximately
85,000 hectares had
been sown. Tube-well-
irrigated and barani ar-
eas are progressing
steadily, while the ca-
nal-fed Nasirabad divi-
sion is expected to pick
up pace soon.

The secretary
agreed that the ongoing
mapping of storage fa-
cilities will continue
next week to facilitate
informed future deci-
sions regarding storage
planning.

Pakistan unveils new plan to
boost social projects with public

and private funding
NEWS DESK: Finance
Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb, reflecting on
prospects of improving
philanthropy through
policy and tax structure
improvements, said that
Pakistan's emerging So-
cial Impact Financing
Framework, a new initia-
tive under the Prime
Minister 's Office, is
aimed at mobilising pub-
lic, private, and philan-
thropic capital for mea-
surable social out-
comes.

Speaking at  the
Corporate Philanthropy
Awards 2025, hosted by
the Pakistan Centre for
Philanthropy (PCP), he
said Pakistan's corpo-
rate giving reached a
record Rs25.44 billion in
2023 and could double if
the government under-
takes meaningful policy
and tax reforms to en-
courage structured giv-
ing and simplify compli-
ance. "Corporate giving
worth Rs25 billion is an
extraordinary mile-
stone," he said.

Aurangzeb said the
government is
modernising develop-
ment financing through
the new framework,
which seeks to link so-
cial spending directly to
measurable results. He
said the initiative repre-
sents a shift from tradi-
tional, grant-based aid

toward results-based
and impact-linked fi-
nancing to ensure every
rupee achieves tangible
outcomes.

"Rather than focus-
ing on generalised
spending, we are mov-
ing toward results-based
and impact-linked fi-
nancing," he said. "This
requires blending public,
private,  and philan-
thropic capital into cohe-
sive, outcome-driven
structures."

He announced that
one of the key projects
under the framework will
be Pakistan's first Skills
Impact Bond, developed
with the British Asian
Trust and the National
Vocational and Techni-
cal Training Commis-
sion (NAVTTC).

"The Skills Impact
Bond is being launched
to promote skills devel-
opment and sustainable
livelihoods," he said. "It
will move us away from
relying solely on tradi-
tional bank funding and
allow us to tap into capi-
tal markets to raise fi-
nancing for social pur-
poses."

Aurangzeb added
that the British Asian
Trust's partnership
brings global expertise
to the program, helping
Pakistan pioneer market-
based social investment
models that align philan-

thropic giving with long-
term economic out-
comes.

PCP's Corporate
Philanthropy Report
2023 revealed that
Pakistan's corporate sec-
tor contribution was the
highest in the two de-
cades since PCP began
tracking corporate giv-
ing. Public Listed Com-
panies contributed
Rs18.23 billion, followed
by Public Unlisted Com-
panies with Rs3.28 bil-
lion and Private Limited
Companies with Rs3.93
bill ion.  Despite the
record figure, Aurangzeb
and several experts high-
lighted policy gaps,
complex tax laws, and
regulatory inefficiencies
that continue to con-
strain Pakistan's philan-
thropic ecosystem.

Pakistan's tax code
offers limited incentives
for charitable giving,
and the non-profit certi-
fication process remains
slow and cumbersome.
The minister said these
issues must be ad-
dressed to enhance
transparency and
accountability."Efficiency
is needed at all ends,"
he said, referring to bu-
reaucratic hurdles. "We
must make it easier for
both donors and non-
profits to operate, while
ensuring credibility and
oversight."

Cloudflare crash lays bare
Pakistan’s digital fragility

NEWS DESK: The re-
cent Cloudflare outage
that disrupted services
across Pakistan has
highlighted the
country's heavy reliance
on foreign digital infra-
structure, underscoring
the urgent need for a
national preparedness
strategy.

When contacted,
officials at the Federal
Ministry for IT and Tele-
communication (ITT)
told The Express Tri-
bune that the Govern-
ment of Pakistan has a
robust vigilance system
under the National
Cyber Emergency Re-
sponse Team (NCERT).
The NCERT monitors
systems 24/7 to ensure
safety.

On the failure of for-
eign Content Delivery
Networks (CDNs) ex-
posing Pakistan to digi-
tal vulnerability and the
risk of an absolute halt,
an official  said
Pakistan's own infra-
structure is resilient but
interconnected with glo-
bal networks. "Hence, a
global outage naturally
affects Pakistan." The
official, however, did not
explain Pakistan's pre-
paredness for such vul-
nerabilities.

ITT Minister Shaza

Fatima Khawaja was on
an official foreign trip
and could not be
reached.

Cloudflare, a US
company whose ser-
vices include defending
millions of websites
against malicious at-
tacks, experienced a
technical glitch that pre-
vented internet users
from accessing several
vital websites.

Many users com-
plained about slow
browsing and denied
access to critical sites
like the Pakistan Stock
Exchange, the Sindh
High Court,  X and
OpenAI, as those too
went down.

Sector specialists
told The Express Tri-
bune that the Cloudflare
outage did not just dis-
rupt services; it exposed
how thin Pakistan's digi-
tal foundations remain.
IT architects and net-
work engineers said
Pakistan's heavy depen-
dence on foreign CDN
and routing layers
leaves even local plat-
forms vulnerable to fail-
ures occurring outside
the country.

They argued that
Pakistan urgently needs
stronger domestic infra-
structure, including lo-

cally hosted services,
regional Internet Ex-
change Points (IXPs)
and deeper investments
in data centres so criti-
cal traffic remains within
national borders instead
of relying on distant net-
works.

Noman Ahmed
Said, Sai Global CEO,
said that when
Cloudflare, one of the
world's largest internet
infrastructure compa-
nies, suffered a techni-
cal failure on November
18, the impact rippled
across continents within
minutes.

Pakistan felt it imme-
diately. Websites halted,
online transactions
slowed and digital ser-
vices struggled to stay
online.

The failure did not
originate in Pakistan. It
was triggered by a
faulty internal file inside
Cloudflare's global net-
work.

"But the speed with
which it brought parts of
Pakistan's digital eco-
system to a standstill
revealed a larger, uncom-
fortable truth that we re-
main dangerously de-
pendent on foreign plat-
forms without building
our own layers of resil-
ience," he added.

Call to tap growth potential
for gems, sporting goods

NEWS DESK: The Min-
istry of Commerce has
initiated a consultative
process with relevant
sectoral councils for
sports goods, gems, and
jewellery to identify key
bottlenecks hampering
growth in these sectors
and explore actionable
strategies to enhance
Pakistan’s export perfor-
mance.

The specific
sectoral councils, which
brought together rel-
evant stakeholders and
officials from the minis-
tries, met on Thursday.
Rana Ihsaan Afzal Khan,
the coordinator to the
prime minister on com-
merce, led discussions
on identifying export
barriers and formulating
strategies to revitalise
sectoral growth.

An official  an-
nouncement said that, in
the sports sector, the
meeting reviewed key
challenges and dis-
cussed init iatives to
strengthen Pakistan’s
competitiveness in the
global sports goods
market.

It was agreed to de-
velop a structured skill
development initiative in
collaboration with uni-
versities, NAVTTC, and
TEVTA to ensure that

training and technical
qualifications align with
modern industry re-
quirements. The impor-
tance of introducing
third-party certification
to meet international
quality benchmarks was
also highlighted.

The industry repre-
sentatives raised several
key issues, including
streamlining procedures
related to the Drawback
of Local Taxes and Lev-
ies (DLTL) scheme, im-
proving access to the
Export Finance Scheme
(EFS), updating techni-
cal training curricula,
and establishing cred-
ible systems for product
certification and quality
assurance.

Mr Afzal stressed
the need to
institutionalise regular
monthly reviews of the
Sectoral Council  to
monitor progress and
maintain close coordina-
tion between industry
stakeholders and gov-
ernment departments.
The participants agreed
to move forward with the
outlined init iatives
through sustained fol-
low-up and collaborative
implementation.

He reaffirmed the
government’s commit-
ment to transforming the

sports goods industry,
noting that improved
skill development, cred-
ible quality certification,
and continuous engage-
ment with stakeholders
will collectively enhance
the sector’s export po-
tential.

According to the
official announcement,
the sectoral council for
gems and jewellery dis-
cussed growth and de-
velopment.

Mr Afzal noted that
the gems and jewellery
sector has significant
potential for contribut-
ing to exports and eco-
nomic growth.

He reaffirmed the
government’s commit-
ment to supporting the
industry and to fulfilling
its mandate to develop a
policy framework to
guide its progress.

Discussions fo-
cused on strengthening
the sector, improving
competitiveness, and
enabling better access
to international markets.
Participants also re-
viewed areas where col-
laboration between gov-
ernment bodies and the
private sector could help
address challenges and
create new opportunities
for value addition and
skills development.
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Inter and Milan in early Scudetto clash as
Napoli attempt to bounce back

NEWS DESK:Milan
takes centre stage on
Sunday night as the
city's two football gi-
ants face off at the
San Siro with top spot
in Serie A up for grabs,
while troubled Napoli
try to reset after the
international break.

Inter Milan lead
the pack, on goal dif-
ference from Roma,
as Italy's top flight re-
turns to the iconic
arena after it hosted
the national team's
bracing defeat to Nor-
way last weekend.

Cristian Chivu's
team are two points
ahead of AC Milan,
who sit behind Roma
in third place and
ahead of the
weekend's headline
clash.

Inter have won 11
of their last 12
matches in all compe-
titions, their one defeat
in that run coming at
Napoli last month, and
have established
themselves as
favourites for the
Scudetto.

After the derby
Inter travel to Atletico
Madrid where they
can put one foot in the
last 16 after winning
all four of their previ-
ous European
matches.

Marcus Thuram
could make his first
start for Inter since
September after fully
recovering from a
hamstring injury which
caused him to miss out
on France's World
Cup qualifiers last
week and in October.

But Denzel
Dumfries is likely to
miss the derby with an
ankle injury,

meaning Carlos
Augusto will switch

Waseem ready to take on Jakrawut in
WBA title defence
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points with Milan, but
even though they are
firmly in the title battle
all is not well in Naples,
with Antonio Conte
being given a few
days away to cool off
during the international
break.

Conte exploded
with anger after
Napoli's 2-0 defeat at
fifth-placed Bologna,
who are only three
points from the sum-
mit ahead of their trip
to Udinese on Satur-
day.

The 56-year-old
said that he wasn't
prepared to "accom-
pany the dead", a ref-
erence to a team he
said lacked heart and
one that sparked

from the left flank to
provide width.

Milan meanwhile
have Adrien Rabiot
back from his calf in-
jury picked up on in-
ternational duty with
France last month,
with coach
Massimiliano Allegri
hoping both he and
midfield partner Luka
Modric will play their
first Milan derby.

C h a m p i o n s
Napoli are level on 22

Stokes leads fightback after Starc’s seven as 19 wickets fall in Ashes
NEWS DESK: Nineteen
wickets fell on an open-
ing day of carnage in the
first Ashes Test on Fri-
day, with England’s fear-
some attack led by skip-
per Ben Stokes bowling
them into a position of
strength after Australia
dismissed the tourists
for 172.

A rampaging
Mitchell Starc took 7-58
to put England on the
back foot after Stokes
won the toss on a fine
day at a packed Perth
Stadium and chose to
bat. Harry Brook (52) and
Ollie Pope (46) offered
the only resistance as
they crumbled after
lunch.

But England’s elite
fast bowlers, led by an
exceptional Stokes with
5-23, fought back to re-
duce the hosts to 123-9
at stumps, trailing by 49.

Nathan Lyon was
on three with Brendan
Doggett yet to score.

“What a day,” En-
gland bowler Brydon
Carse, who took two
wickets including Steve
Smith, told broadcast-
ers. “I think everyone
that’s come today has
got their time’s worth —
19 wickets.

Mohsin Naqvi announces revised prize
money for next PSL edition

hosting 38 foreign box-
ers at once.

However, with all
the hype, Waseem, with
his orthodox stance, will
be taking on south paw
Jakrawut, for which he
has worked hard.

"I've been training
very hard because there
is a lot on the line for
me," Waseem told this
correspondent from
Liverpool, where he was
training and putting in at
least five hours every
day.

"The game plan will
be different against
Jakrawut than my previ-
ous opponent,  of
course, and mainly there
is a focus on combina-
tions; he is a south paw
as well, so I am training
accordingly.

Later, he took on
Sunny Edwards for the
International Boxing
Federation World fly-
weight title in 2021,
which he lost, but finally
won another major bout
with the WBA Gold
World title in May this
year.

Waseem has won
accolades for Pakistan
in amateur boxing, too,
but his professional
record is also impres-
sive, with 14 wins out of
16 bouts, and posting 10
knockouts in them.

"Most of the efforts
go into strength train-

‘FIFA Series’ for smaller
nations to expand in 2026 and

add women’s editionNEWS DESK: Paki-
stan Cricket Board
(PCB) Chairman
Mohsin Naqvi on Fri-
day announced a “new
reward” for the up-
coming Pakistan Su-
per League (PSL) edi-
tion set to be held in
April 2026.

“Complementing
the Pakistan Super
League’s growth, I am
thrilled to announce a
new reward for fran-
chises in the forthcom-
ing editions,” Naqvi
said on X.

The champions
will take home
$500,000 — the same
as the 2025 edition —
while the runner-up
team will take home
$300,000, which is an

increase of the previ-
ous year’s $200,000
reward.

Additionally, a
$200,000 reward will
be given to the “best
franchise contributing

towards cricket devel-
opment.

Separately, PCB
announced on Friday
that the auction for the
two new PSL fran-
chise teams will take

place on 6 January,
2026, while the deci-
sion for which cities
have been shortlisted
will be made after De-
cember 15.

“This marks a sig-

nificant milestone in
the league’s continued
expansion and its com-
mitment to expanding
its footprint across Pa-
kistan,” the board said
of the development.

“The addition of
two new teams will
also create fresh com-
mercial, sporting and
fan engagement
opportunities.”PSL,
which began in 2016
with five teams, ex-
panded to six fran-
chises with the addi-
tion of Multan Sultans
in 2018. The inclusion
of two more sides
would mark its first
major restructuring in
seven years and push
the total number of
teams to eight.

NEWS DESK: The sec-
ond “FIFA Series”,
sponsored biennial tour-
naments for mainly
lower-ranked and lesser-
financed nations, will ex-
pand in 2026 and launch
a new women’s edition,
the global governing
body said on Friday.

Though some
games in the first 24-na-
tion series in 2024 were
sparsely attended, oth-
ers did spark big fan in-
terest, with more than
85,000 turning up for
Egypt’s tournament fi-
nale against Croatia in
Cairo which they lost 4-
2.

Host nations for the
larger 2026 men’s series
are Australia,
Azerbaijan, Indonesia,

Kazakhstan, Mauritius,
Puerto Rico, Rwanda
and Uzbekistan, FIFA
said, with the final lineup
of participants to be
given early in the year.

The women’s series
will debut in Brazil, Ivory
Coast and Thailand.

The aim is to ben-
efit national teams lack-
ing opportunities to play
teams from other conti-
nents, with FIFA con-
tributing to travel costs,
accommodation and
other logistics.

The FIFA Series is
about unlocking devel-
opment potential for
players, coaches and
fans, while promoting
footballs universality
and diversity through
meaningful matches,”

rumours of him re-
signing before Satur-
day night's visit of
Atalanta.

Conte will be
without key midfielder
A n d r e - F r a n k
Anguissa who suf-
fered a hamstring in-
jury with Cameroon, a
knock which will keep
him out until next year
and infuriated Napoli
owner Aurelio De
Laurentiis, who de-
manded compensation

to clubs who lose
players to injury while
they are away with
their countries.

Also on Saturday,
Luciano Spalletti re-
commences his bid to
revive Juventus at
r o c k - b o t t o m
Fiorentina, where the
66-year-old played at
youth level in the
1970s.

Spalletti was born
near Florence and
Began his long mana-
gerial career up the
road at Empoli over 30
years ago, and he re-
turns to Tuscany with
Fiorentina bottom of
the division and des-
perate to turn their
season around under
new coach Paolo

Vanoli.
Player to watch:

Ademola Lookman
It has been a

troubled season for
Lookman, caused in
part by his pushing for
a summer move to In-
ter which led to him
being frozen out by
Atalanta's former
coach Ivan Juric.

But with Juric
sacked and Raffaelle
Palladino now in place
it could be a new start

for the Nigeria for-
ward against Napoli in
Naples.

Lookman, who
has only scored once
since being brought
back into the fold in
September, was the
star of Gian Piero
Gasperini's final
Atalanta team, and he
will be key if Palladino
is to pull the Bergamo
club out of their cur-
rent funk.

The 28-year-old
showed clear unhap-
piness with Juric after
being substituted dur-
ing Atalanta's Cham-
pions League win at
Marseille but under
Palladino has a chance
to turn over a new
leaf.

ing, weight, and tech-
nique, but also it be-
comes very hectic at
times, because I have to
travel at least two hours
to Manchester, where I
have to spar," he added.

He added that spar-
ring partners he had in
the UK were all helpful
in preparing for the
fight, as he also gets
support from the boxing
community in the UK.

"I had amazing spar-
ring partners, and a few
of them were also profes-
sional boxers, one of
them was Indian as well,
but the rest of them were
English.

"Normally, it is not
easy to find sparring
partners in the UK, but
they are helping me for
nothing, only out of
goodwill.

"It is encouraging,
and for that I have to
travel 40 miles from
Liverpool. A lot of my
time is spent in travelling
after training for the
fight, and at times, it
does become difficult to
be out here, away from
my two children, and my
family, but I believe that
this event can be a great
trendsetter for Paki-
stan," said Waseem,
who has previously won
the World Boxing Coun-
cil silver flyweight title
in 2016, and success-
fully defended it as well

the same year.
He is also getting

American rapper Mr
Cappone-E to open for
him, while at the heart of
it all is to give a taste of
professional boxing to
the Pakistani sports lov-
ers and, more impor-
tantly, a chance to Paki-
stani boxers to compete
in an international event.

With this event, the
goal is to make boxing an
accessible sport for both
the fans and the boxers.

"I am coming from
Quetta, and I am always
connected to the boxing
community, and it breaks
my heart that most of the
time they are ignored
and deprived of oppor-
tunities that can change
their lives.

"So my goal is to
provide exposure for
them, help professional
boxing take root in Paki-
stan, too. "We are also
making sure that we as-
sist women boxers to
have their spot in our
event, because at the
end of the day, all of this
will build our boxing
community up.

"I am also grateful
to the government of
Punjab and the Army for
helping me in this, be-
cause holding an event
of this magnitude
wouldn't be possible
without their support,"
he concluded.

“Fantastic last ses-
sion from everyone to
put us in a strong posi-
tion heading into tomor-
row.”

In a brutal introduc-
tion to Test cricket,
opener Jake Weatherald
went for a second-ball
duck, left on the floor by
a Jofra Archer bullet and
given out lbw. Marnus
Labuschagne fended off
41 balls for nine before
he too succumbed to the
sheer speed of Archer,
bowled by a fuller deliv-
ery. And when Smith fell
for 17 to Carse in the
next over, caught by
Brook at slip, it was game
on. Usman Khawaja,
who was feeling stiff so
did not open, came in at
four but lasted just six
balls, blown away by a
Carse bouncer that took
a nick to wicketkeeper
Jamie Smith, leaving
Australia reeling at 31-4.

Cameron Green (24),
Travis Head (21), Alex
Carey (26) and Starc (12)
all got starts, but in a re-
flection of the depth of
England’s pace stocks,
Stokes removed them
when he brought himself
on. “He’s amazing. His
character, his resilience
is everything this team

strives to be,” Carse said
of the skipper.

“A game-changing
spell from him in that
session.” Starc had
bagged three wickets in
an intimidating opening
spell, including Joe Root
for a duck, before return-
ing to send Stokes pack-
ing in his first over after
the lunch break, then
mopping up.

All five previous
Tests at the Perth venue

have been won by the
side batting first, but En-
gland did their best to
challenge that, getting
off to a horror start.

Veteran strike
weapon Starc delivered
as he has so many times
before, enticing a thick
edge from Zak Crawley
on his sixth ball that
Khawaja did well to col-
lect low at slip, the
opener gone for nought.

Starc has now taken

a wicket in the first over
of an innings 24 times.

At the other end
Ben Duckett settled his
nerves with a textbook
drive off Scott Boland to
bank the first four of the
series.

But just as he was
getting going, Starc
pounced again, trapping
him lbw for 21 to leave
England tottering on 33-
2. That brought Root to
the crease in his latest

campaign for an elusive
first century in Austra-
lia. He only lasted seven
balls, edging a seaming
delivery into the safe
hands of Labuschagne
at third slip.

Pope survived the
furnace and was com-
posed before Green
came on and he was out
lbw, leaving the visitors
on 105-4 at lunch.

Brook hit Scott
Boland for a six in the

first over after the break
before Starc again
worked his magic, taking
out Stokes’s stumps
with an inswinger when
the captain was on six.

A fearless Brook
raced to his 14th Test
half-century before
feathering a short ball to
Carey, earning Doggett
his maiden Test wicket
on debut. Starc removed
Gus Atkinson cheaply
to give him the 17th five-
wicket haul of his career
and with Doggett they
ruthlessly cleaned up
the tail. Starc said Friday
he was always confident
in his ability to get wick-
ets after the 35-year-old
was a one-man wrecking
ball against England.

“I mean, it’s always
the plan, isn’t it? But it
doesn’t always happen
that way,” he said of his
knack of bagging wick-
ets in the first over.

“I’ve just  been
pretty fortunate to have
done it a few times. But
it’s always been my role
to be aggressive, look
for wickets. “I’ve never
been one to worry about
economy rates.

“My role is to go
looking for wickets, es-
pecially with the new

ball, and hopefully make
inroads into the opposi-
tion.”

The 101-Test vet-
eran is carrying an extra
burden with Pat
Cummins (back) and
Josh Hazlewood (ham-
string) sidelined, but he
said it was not some-
thing that played on his
mind.

“ A c t u a l l y ,
strangely, I’ve been
quite calm all week, even
when we got to the
ground,” he said.

“It’s unfortunate
that we haven’t got Josh
and Pat with us, but we
still have a fair bit of ex-
perience in the bowling
attack.”

With Australia trail-
ing by 49 runs heading
into day two, Starc
knows he will have to
turn it on again on Sat-
urday to keep Australia
in the hunt.

But he is unfazed
and refused to blame the
pitch for 19 wickets fall-
ing in a day.

“Two pretty good
bowling attacks. Credit
to both.  I mean, I
thought we bowled
pretty well , and I
thought they bowled
pretty nicely.

FIFA president Gianni
Infantino said in a state-
ment.

Football Australia’s
interim CEO Heather
Garriock welcomed the
plans for next year’s se-
ries. “

These matches will
play an essential role in
preparing the
CommBank Socceroos
for the upcoming FIFA
World Cup 2026 whilst
also strengthening our
international competi-
tiveness as a whole,”
she said.

Illustrating the var-
ied levels of interest in
the series, in Sri Lanka
in 2024, only 550 people
turned up to see Central
African Republic beat
Papua New Guinea 4-0.

NEWS DESK:"I am try-
ing my best and doing
everything for the big
fight night on November
29," Pakistan's solitary
World Boxing Associa-
tion Gold World Bantam-
weight champion
Muhammad Waseem ex-
claimed as he is staging
the biggest boxing
event, where he is de-
fending his title against
Thailand's Jakrawut
Majungoen.

Waseem had been
training in Liverpool
with his coach, Danny
Vaughan, and he will be
fulfilling his dream of
defending the title on
home turf.

The 38-year-old
also held the fight in
Quetta in May, with the
help of the Pakistan
Army and the
Balochistan Govern-
ment, where interna-
tional boxers and offi-
cials came to the coun-
try to witness the first
professional bout
backed by one of the
four recognized boxing
bodies in the world.

On Saturday, No-
vember 29, the main card
flaunts more than seven
bouts, and the event fea-
tures at least 38 foreign
boxers and six Pakistani
pugilists at Lahore's
Garrison Club.

Waseem, also
known as Falcon, has
also been working with
WBA to promote boxing
in Pakistan.

With this bout, he
will be bringing boxers
from the United King-
dom, the US, Mexico,
Germany, and France,
according to details
shared by Punjab Min-
ister of Sports Faisal
Ayub Khokhar, who also
toured the Garrison Club
for the 'Fight for Glory'
event.

The provincial min-
ister is also ensuring ex-
cellent security arrange-
ments, as this will be the
first time the country is
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Russia yet to receive anything official from US on peace plan, Kremlin says
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Japan edges closer to restarting world's
biggest nuclear power plant

Trump's growing impatience to end
Ukraine war is a concern for Kyiv

NEWS DESK: Russia
has said it is yet to re-
ceive anything official
from the US on its peace
plan, after Ukraine's
Volodymr Zelensky said
he was ready to work
with the Trump adminis-
tration on its "vision" to
bring an end to the war.

The widely leaked
US plan includes pro-
posals that Kyiv had
previously ruled out,
such as ceding areas of
the eastern Donetsk re-
gion that it still controls,
reducing its army in size,
and pledging not to join
Nato.

These provisions
come across as heavily
slanted towards Mos-
cow and received a care-
fully-worded response
from Zelensky's office
on Thursday.

Meanwhile, Rus-
sian strikes continue
with six people killed
overnight - five in the
southern Zaporizhzhia
region and one in the
eastern Dnipropetrovsk
region. The draft plan
has emerged as Russia
claims small territorial
gains in eastern Ukraine
and Zelensky faces a
domestic crisis implicat-
ing top officials in a

NEWS DESK:
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky
has been careful not to
criticise or reject a US
draft peace deal to end
the Ukraine war -
even though it appears
to heavily reflect many
of Moscow's de-
mands.

On Thursday, the
White House pushed
back on claims
Ukraine was not in-
volved in the drafting
of the plan, which
emerged after meet-
ings between the US
and Russia.

In his nightly ad-
dress, Zelensky said
Ukraine needed
peace and would en-
gage in diplomacy and
issue no rash state-
ments. He said

entire Donbas region,
reducing the size of
Ukraine's military, and
ruling out the presence
of international troops
in the country - con-
cessions which
Ukraine has rejected
in the past.

Ukrainian MP
Yaroslav Yurchyshyn
told the Kyiv Indepen-
dent that Washington
wanted a "quick peace
at the expense of one
side, which they con-
sider weaker".

Recent events
may have further
weakened Ukraine's
position. Russia has
made further ad-
vances in the east of
the country. Moscow's
long-range strikes on
Ukraine's grid has left
most of the country

facing power cuts. Al-
legations of serious
corruption in Ukraine's
government have also
led to political infight-
ing and diverted atten-
tion from the war.

All these issues

are impossible to ig-
nore in both Washing-
ton and Moscow.

US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio
has said that peace will
require difficult deci-
sions on both sides. A
draft published in the
media does include a
promise of "reliable
security guarantees"
for Ukraine. It's be-
lieved to suggest some
frozen Russian assets
should be used to help
rebuild Ukraine.
While the draft rules
out Ukraine's mem-
bership of the Nato
military alliance, it
keeps the door open
for its membership of
the European Union.

Europe itself ap-
pears to have had little
say over the drafting

of this plan. There's no
mention of the efforts
led by the UK and
France to provide an
international reassur-
ance force in Ukraine,
should there be a
ceasefire. The draft

Ukraine that would en-
sure no more of its terri-
tory is taken by Russia.

However, when
asked if Europe was in-
volved in the process of
drafting the plan, EU for-
eign policy chief Kaja
Kallas said: "Not that I
know of." She added:
"For any plan to work, it
needs Ukrainians and
Europeans onboard."

German Foreign
Minister Johann
Wadephul said the draft
document was not fully
fledged, describing it in-
stead as a "list of topics
and options".

British Prime Minis-
ter Sir Keir Starmer,
French President
Emmanuel Macron and
German Chancellor
Friedrich Merz have dis-
cussed the plan with
Zelensky.

The leaked draft
proposes l imiting
Ukraine's military limited
to 600,000 personnel,
with European fighter
jets stationed in
neighbouring Poland, as
well as plans for Ukraine
to forgo many of its
weapons.

Kyiv would receive
"reliable security guar-
antees", although no de-

tails have been given.
The document says "it
is expected" that Russia
will  not invade its
neighbours and that
Nato will not expand fur-
ther.

The draft also sug-
gests Russia will be "re-
integrated into the glo-
bal economy", through
the lifting of sanctions
and by inviting Russia
to rejoin the G7 group of
the world's most power-
ful countries - making it
the G8 again.

In Kyiv, the widow
of a Ukrainian soldier
told the BBC: "This is
not a peace plan, it is a
plan to continue the
war." Another person
speaking from one of the
occupied territories in
Ukraine told the BBC:
"I'm trying to keep my
sanity here in the condi-
tions of constant propa-
ganda that Ukraine has
forgotten us.  I hope
they will not sign this."

Meanwhile, a sol-
dier in Zaporizhzhia,
where several buildings
were damaged in deadly
overnight strikes, said
that if Ukraine did not
receive support to end
the war then it was up to
Europe to help out.

$100m (£76m) corruption
scandal.

The White House
has pushed back on
claims that Ukraine was
frozen out of its drafting,
following meetings be-
tween US special envoy
Steve Witkoff and Rus-
sian counterpart Kirill
Dmitriev.

An unnamed US of-
ficial told CBS News, the
BBC's US partner, that
the plan was drawn up
"immediately" following
discussions with
Rustem Umerov, one of
the most senior mem-
bers of Zelensky's ad-
ministration, who agreed
to the majority of it.

Umerov is said to
have made several modi-
fications before he pre-
sented it to Zelensky.

In a post on Tele-
gram, Umerov said he did
not provide any assess-
ments or approvals of
the plan, adding that
Ukraine was still "care-
fully considering our
partners' proposals".

Zelensky has been
careful not to publicly
criticise or reject the
plan, saying he "appre-
ciated the efforts of
President Trump and his
team to return security

to Europe" – perhaps a
way to keep the US
president onside de-
spite his
administration's appar-
ent soft  approach to
Russia. His office said
the plan "in the Ameri-
can side's assessment,
could help reinvigorate
diplomacy". Zelensky
said that he would dis-
cuss the proposals with
Donald Trump in the
coming days. Mean-

while, the Kremlin said it
had not received any-
thing official from the
US on its peace plan.
"We are seeing some
new elements, but offi-
cially we haven't re-
ceived anything. There
has been no substantive
discussion of those
points," Kremlin
spokesperson Dmitri
Peskov said. He added
that Russia remained
"completely open to

peace talks". Russia has
long said that any deal
would have to address
the "root causes of the
conflict" - a phrase
Moscow has used as
shorthand for a series of
maximalist demands
which, to Ukraine, are
tantamount to surrender.
Trump has become in-
creasingly frustrated
with negotiations with
Moscow, culminating in
him imposing fresh sanc-

tions on Russia's two
biggest oil producers
which came into force on
Friday. Moscow cur-
rently controls about
20% of Ukraine's terri-
tory, and Russian troops
have been making slow
advances along the vast
front line - despite re-
ported huge combat ca-
sualties. Kyiv and its
European allies have
long pushed for a "just
and lasting" peace in

At least 41 dead as relentless
rains flood Vietnam

NEWS DESK: Relent-
less rains and floods
have killed at least 41
people in central Vietnam
since the weekend, while
a search continues for
nine still missing, state
media reports.

The deluge has
submerged more than
52,000 homes and left
half a million households
and businesses without
power, according to re-
ports. Tens of thou-
sands of residents have
been evacuated from the
flood-affected regions.

Rainfall  has ex-
ceeded 1.5m (5ft) in sev-
eral areas over the past
three days, even rising
beyond the 1993 flood
peak of 5.2m in some
parts.

$2bn (£1.5bn) between
January and October
this year, according to
government estimates.

The areas worst-hit
by the latest rainfall in-
clude the coastal cities
of Hoi An and Nha
Trang, as well as a key
coffee production belt in
the central highlands -
where farmers are al-
ready reeling from a
stalled harvest because
of the earlier storms.

In the province of
Dak Lak, the country's
biggest coffee growing
region, tens of thou-
sands of homes were
submerged, according to
state news outlet Tuoi
Tre.

Vietnam is one of the
largest exporters of ro-

gency shelters and to re-
locate people to safety.

The province has
declared a state of emer-
gency after landslides
damaged major roads
and highways.

Traffic was com-
pletely halted after part
of the Mimosa Pass, a
key entry route into the
popular tourist city of
Da Lat, collapsed into a
ravine, while a bus nar-
rowly avoided falling
into the gap, news
agency AFP reported.

Photographs pub-
lished by local media
show people stranded
on roofs as floodwaters
fill their homes, while a
video circulating online
shows a suspension
bridge in Lam Dong

busta, the bitter tasting
bean used in instant cof-
fee and some espresso
blends.

Weather conditions
in the region are set to
last until at least Sunday,
according to authorities.
Military troops and po-
lice officers have been
deployed to set up emer-

province getting torn off
its anchors.

A restaurant owner
in Nha Trang told AFP
that his shops were sub-
merged by about a metre
of water.

"I am worried about
our furniture in my res-
taurants and shops, but
of course I cannot do

explicitly rules out the
presence of foreign
troops.

Europe wants its
voice heard. Pressure
from European allies
could still help
Zelensky alter the
draft proposals.

But there may not
be much time. US of-
ficials who presented
the plan, approved by
US President Donald
Trump, are said to be
working to an aggres-
sive timetable - weeks,
not months. They're
expected to travel to
Moscow soon.

Any hopes of get-
ting Russian President
Vladimir Putin and
Zelensky in the same
room to negotiate ap-
pears to have been
abandoned.

Ukraine was "ready
for constructive, hon-
est and efficient
work".

But there is deep
concern about some of
the reported proposals,
including giving up the

Men posing as India's central bank
officials pull off $800,000 heist

anything now," said Bui
Quoc Vinh.

"I don't think the
water is going to recede
soon, as the rain has not
stopped."

Earlier in November,
Typhoon Kalmaegi
killed at least five people
in Vietnam's central
coast, uprooting trees,
tearing off roofs and
smashing windows.
Many in Dak Lak prov-
ince said their homes
had collapsed or
flooded.

The same typhoon
had killed 188 people in
the Filipino island of
Cebu, before making its
way to Vietnam.

And in September,
at least 11 people died
after Typhoon Bualoi hit

Extreme weather
has battered Vietnam in
recent months. Two ty-
phoons, Kalmaegi and
Bualoi, left a trail of
death and destruction
within weeks of each
other.

Natural disasters in
Vietnam have wreaked
damage amounting to

the centre and north of
Vietnam. The typhoon
had packed winds of
117km/h (73mph) when it
made landfall in central
Vietnam.

Experts say climate
change has exacerbated
extreme weather, with ty-
phoons becoming stron-
ger and more frequent.

Trump, who's of-
ten claimed he can
quickly end the war,
seems to be running
out of patience. He
just wants the two
sides to sign up to a
deal.

NEWS DESK: Japan is
edging closer to approv-
ing the restart of the
world's largest nuclear
power plant - the first
time it would be operated
since the 2011
Fukushima disaster.

Hideyo Hanazumi,
governor of the Niigata
region where the
Kashiwazaki-Kariwa
power plant is located,
said he has given the
green light for the par-
tial restart. The plan to
resume operations at the
facility, operated by util-
ity company Tepco, still
needs approval from the
prefecture's government
assembly and Japan's
nuclear regulator before
it can proceed. If ap-
proved, it would be the
first time Tepco would
be allowed to recom-
mence nuclear reactor
operations in Japan
since its Fukushima
plant went into melt-

down following a tsu-
nami.  Residents in
Niigata are divided over
whether the plant should
be restarted or not.

Hanazumi told a
news conference on Fri-
day that his decision
would be discussed in
December at a prefec-
tural government assem-
bly, where he would seek

the assembly's ap-
proval. The approval
would be for the
recommencement of op-
erations at  the
Kashiwazaki-Kariwa
plant's No 6 reactor, fol-
lowed by the No 7. The
resumption of opera-
tions at the facility is part
of Tepco's business re-
construction plan fol-

lowing the Fukushima
meltdown, which was
caused by a 9.0-magni-
tude earthquake and
massive tsunami. When
the plant's reactors were
flooded by the tsunami,
it caused radiation to
leak out and forced
150,000 people to be
evacuated from the
area.

NEWS DESK: Armed
men posing as officials
from India's central bank
have robbed a vehicle
transporting 70m rupees
($800,000; £600,000) in
the southern state of
Karnataka, police say.

A massive opera-
tion has been launched
to find the men who
robbed the van in the
heart of Bengaluru city
in daylight. The robbery
occurred on Wednes-
day afternoon. Six men
in an SUV stopped a
cash transport van on a
busy road as it was mov-
ing money between
bank branches,
Bengaluru police com-
missioner Seemant
Kumar Singh told the
BBC. The van was car-
rying a driver, a cash
custodian and two
armed security guards.

Mr Singh says the
robbers told the people
in the van that they were

officials from the Re-
serve Bank of India and
needed to verify if they
had the correct docu-
ments to transport such
a huge amount of
money. The gang told
the cash custodian and
guards to leave their
weapons in the van and
get into the SUV, while
the driver was instructed
to continue driving with

the cash, police said.
The SUV followed

the cash van for a few
kilometres before the
gang forced the driver
out of the van, made the
cash custodian and
guards get out of the
SUV, transferred the
cash at gunpoint, and
fled. The area had little
CCTV coverage, and
police are investigating

if the gang used multiple
vehicles in the opera-
tion. The cash transpor-
tation service company
has filed a police com-
plaint. The SUV used in
the heist had a fake
number plate and a
sticker that read "Gov-
ernment of India", a po-
lice official told the BBC
on condition of anonym-
ity.


