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EU and Pakistan urge Afghanistan to root out terror on its soil, ensure
women’s rights in joint statement

Coalition Holds Its Ground: Internal Rifts Surface but No
Challenge to CM Bugti’s Position

Quetta Faces Winter Hardship Amid Low Gas
Pressure, Unexpected Load Shedding

News Desk:
QUETTA: Quetta is fac-
ing severe hardship as
low gas pressure and
unannounced gas load
shedding disrupt daily
life amid dropping win-
ter temperatures. Resi-
dents are struggling to
keep their homes warm
and cook meals, creating
a growing public con-
cern in the provincial
capital.

However, areas in-
cluding Sariab, Satellite
Town, Nawa Killi, Jinnah
Town, and Brewery
Road, households report
that gas pressure is too
low to operate heaters
and geysers. Many fami-
lies have been forced to
rely on expensive alter-
natives such as LPG cyl-
inders and firewood,
making early-morning
cooking and heating a
daily struggle.

The unplanned out-
ages have frustrated citi-
zens because gas inter-
ruptions are unsched-
uled and not officially
communicated, leaving
residents uncertain

about when supply will
resume. Despite paying
high monthly bil ls,
people continue to expe-
rience repeated gas
shortages every winter
without any long-term
solution from Sui South-
ern Gas Company
(SSGC) or authorities.

The ongoing cold
wave has also triggered
a rise in flu, pneumonia,
chest infections, and vi-
ral fevers, affecting vul-
nerable groups such as

children and the elderly.
Doctors in government
and private hospitals re-
port an increase in pa-
tients seeking treatment
for winter-related ill-
nesses and warn that in-
adequate heating could
worsen health condi-
tions if gas shortages
persist. Local activists
and community leaders
criticize chronic negli-
gence by authorities,
stating that Quetta faces
this winter gas crisis

every year. They are urg-
ing the federal govern-
ment and SSGC to take
immediate corrective ac-
tion to ensure continu-
ous gas supply, espe-
cially during peak cold
hours. For now, Quetta
residents continue to
battle harsh winter con-
ditions, limited heating
options, and rising medi-
cal issues, highlighting
the urgent need for a re-
liable and uninterrupted
gas supply in the city.

NEWS DESK: In a joint
statement shared on
Sunday, Pakistan and
the European Union
(EU) called on Afghani-
stan to deal with terror-
ist organisations operat-
ing from its soil and to
ensure the protection of
human rights, especially
those of women and
girls.

The development
came as the 7th Strate-
gic Dialogue between
Pakistan and the EU was
convened in Brussels.
The meeting was co-
chaired by Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign
Minister Ishaq Dar and
the EU’s chief diplomat
Kaja Kallas.

According to a joint
statement shared by the
Foreign Office (FO), Dar

and Kallas discussed re-
lations between
Islamabad and Kabul
amid cross-border ten-
sions last month, with
both top diplomats reaf-
firming their commit-
ment to regional peace,
stability, prosperity, and
resolving issues with
neighbours through dia-
logue.

“The two sides
called on Afghanistan’s
de facto authorities to
play a constructive role
in achieving the shared
objective of rooting out
terrorism from Afghan
soil,” the statement read.

It added that Dar
and Kallas expressed
concern over Kabul’s
deteriorating socioeco-
nomic conditions and
were in favour of a

“peaceful, stable and
self-reliant Afghani-
stan”. They also hoped
that Afghanistan would
advocate for a “credible
political process aligned

with the UN-led ‘Doha
process’, and in line
with the commitments
made by the Taliban de
facto Authorities to the
international commu-

nity”, according to the
statement.

It added that the EU
appreciated Pakistan’s
hosting millions of Af-
ghan nationals for over

four decades,  but
emphasised that any re-
patriation must be “safe,
dignified and in line with
international stan-
dards”.  “Both sides
called upon the Afghan
authorities to ensure
protection of human
rights, especially for
women, girls and vulner-
able communities,” the
statement read.

Breakdown in Pak-
Afghan ties

Pakistan’s bilateral
relations with Afghani-
stan have come under
strain in recent times as
the Tehreek-i-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) remains
the main point of conten-
tion between the two
countries. Pakistan has
demanded that the rulers
in Kabul take action to

stop cross-border terror-
ism, but the Afghan
Taliban deny
Islamabad’s allegations
of terrorists being al-
lowed to use Afghan soil
to carry out attacks in
Pakistan.

During a process of
dialogue, which fol-
lowed border clashes
between the two coun-
tries in October, the two
sides had met in an ef-
fort to work on mecha-
nisms for lasting peace
and stability between
the two countries.

On October 25, the
second round of talks
between the two sides
began in the Turkish
capital. But Information
Minister Attaullah Tarar
then announced that the
talks “failed to bring

about any workable so-
lution”. However, media-
tors Turkiye and Qatar
intervened and managed
to salvage the dialogue
process with an October
31 joint statement re-
leased by Turkiye stat-
ing that “further modali-
ties of the implementa-
tion will be discussed
and decided” during a
principal-level meeting
in Istanbul on November
6. On November 7, how-
ever,  after the third
round of talks, Defence
Minister Khawaja Asif
said that talks address-
ing cross-border terror-
ism were “over” and
“entered an indefinite
phase” as negotiators
failed to bridge deep dif-
ferences between the
two sides.

Syed Ali Shah
Analysis:

Unfounded rumours
about a possible shift
in Balochistan’s lead-
ership once again
stirred the province’s
political atmosphere,
but senior lawmakers
from the PML-N and
PPP stepped forward
on Friday to put the
speculation to rest.
Their clear message:
Chief Minister Sarfraz
Bugti remains firmly
backed by the coali-
tion, and talk of his re-
moval is premature
and misplaced.

Dostain Domki
Calls For

Removal Of
CM Bugti
The clarification

comes at a sensitive
moment, as discontent
has recently emerged
from within the ruling
alliance itself.

 PPP leaders Ali
Hassan Zehri and Mir
Liaquat Ali Lehri have
openly accused the
chief minister of fail-
ing to improve gover-
nance and respond to
the province’s persis-
tent crises.

On the PML-N
side, Nawab Changaiz
Marri has also voiced
frustration, arguing
that core provincial is-
sues remain unad-

dressed.
While these criti-

cisms highlight real
grievances simmering
within the coalition,
they do not collec-
tively point toward
any attempt to unseat
the chief minister.

To counter the
growing noise, PML-

N Parliamentary
Leader Mir Saleem
Khan Khosa and PPP
Parliamentary Leader
Mir Muhammad Sadiq
Umrani categorically
rejected Senator Mir
Dostain Khan
Domki’s recent state-
ment suggesting a
leadership change.

According to them,
Domki’s comments
reflect his personal
viewpoint rather than
the position of any coa-
lition partner.

Both leaders in-
sisted that no discus-
sion on altering the
provincial leadership
has taken place at the

party or coalition level.
Khosa and

Umrani Sup-
port CM Bugti

Speaking after the
Balochistan Assembly
session, Mir Saleem
Khan Khosa said that
the province is already
struggling with deep-

rooted challenges
linked to security, ser-
vice delivery, and ad-
ministrative perfor-
mance — issues that
were thoroughly re-
viewed during the in-
camera briefing. He
said he has briefed
National Assembly
Speaker Sardar Ayaz

Sadiq about the mat-
ter and expects the
party to question
Senator Domki for
making remarks with-
out proper consulta-
tion.

PPP’s Mir
Muhammad Sadiq
Umrani acknowl-
edged that internal

criticism exists, but
stressed that differ-
ences do not translate
into a political revolt.
He noted that
Balochistan’s complex
governance landscape
naturally produces di-
vergent views, and
coalition politics often
requires patience and
compromise rather
than abrupt shifts.

People Of
Balochistan
Suffering
Both parliamen-

tary leaders urged po-
litical observers not to
mistake internal de-
bates for instability.
They maintained that
the governing alliance
remains intact and that
there is no organised
push to challenge the
chief minister ’s au-
thority.

The real focus,
they said, should re-
main on improving
governance and ad-
dressing long-standing
public concerns.

The episode high-
lights an enduring truth
about Balochistan’s
politics: while dissatis-
faction within the
ranks is genuine, the
coalition — at least for
now — appears com-
mitted to continuity
rather than confronta-
tion.

Manguchar: Two Bodies Found in
Badrang Area, Probe Underway

NEWS DESK:
Police recovered two
bodies on Monday
from the Badrang area
of Khalqabad,
Manguchar, prompting
a full-scale investiga-
tion into the incident.
According to police
sources, a team was
dispatched immedi-
ately after receiving
the report and shifted
both bodies to a
nearby hospital for
medico-legal proce-
dures.

During the initial
investigation, police
found identity cards in
the pockets of the de-
ceased. The victims
were identified as:

Qutab Ali, son of
Muhammad Akbar,
resident of Mikhari-2

Ali Muhammad,
son of Muhammad
Hayat, resident of
Johan Authorities said
that the cause of death
remains unknown and

will be confirmed af-
ter the post-mortem
report.

Police have

started reviewing all
possible aspects of the
incident and are com-
pleting the required le-

gal formalities. Further
updates will be pro-
vided as the investiga-
tion progresses.

EU and Pakistan urge
Afghanistan to root out terror

on its soil, ensure women’s
rights in joint statement

Manguchar: Two Bodies
Found in Badrang

Area, Probe Underway
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Balochistan High Court
Opens the Doors of Justice Wider

Than Ever Before

Illegal Israeli Attack on Gaza Hospital Sparks
Outcry over Violation of Human Rights

By Samiullah:
In recent years, the Is-
rael-Palestine conflict
has witnessed numer-
ous escalations, result-
ing in the tragic loss of
countless lives and ex-
tensive damage to in-
frastructure. Among
the most shocking in-
cidents in this ongoing
conflict is the illegal
Israeli attack on a hos-
pital in Gaza, which
has sparked interna-
tional outrage and un-
derscores the pressing
need for international
intervention to protect
the most vulnerable
individuals caught in
the crossfire.

dren, the wounded,
and the elderly, were
directly affected by
this grave violation of
international law.
Lives were lost, and
the injured faced dire
circumstances with
limited access to
medical care. More-

over, such actions fur-
ther fuel the cycle of
violence in the region,
making it increasingly
difficult to achieve a
peaceful resolution to
the conflict.

The United Na-
tions and powerful na-
tions must step up and
play a pivotal role in
addressing the Israel-
Palestine conflict. The
concept that “the en-
emy of my enemy is
my friend” has been a
longstanding principle

in international rela-
tions. In this context, it
should translate into a
resolute commitment
to safeguard the rights
and safety of the most
vulnerable. Powerful
nations should exert
diplomatic pressure on
the conflicting parties

in his timeless work
“History of the
Peloponnesian War,”
underscored the im-
portance of rules in
times of war and
peace. He argued that
upholding these rules
is not a sign of weak-
ness but an essential

element of the interna-
tional order. The at-
tack on a hospital in
Gaza stands as a bla-
tant violation of these
principles and under-
scores the necessity of
enforcing them.

To Sum Up:
The illegal Israeli

attack on a hospital in
Gaza serves as a stark
reminder of the tragic
consequences that the
Israel-Palestine con-
flict continues to im-
pose on innocent lives.
It is imperative for the
international commu-
nity to unite in its ef-
forts to promote peace,
protect the most vul-
nerable,  and ensure
the principles of war
and peace are upheld.

As Thucydides
noted, these principles
are not a sign of weak-
ness but the corner-
stone of a just and hu-
mane world order.

It is high time for
the United Nations and
powerful nations to
take proactive mea-
sures to end the suf-
fering and work to-
wards a lasting solu-
tion in the region.

About the
Author:

The author, Mr.
Samiullah, holds an
M.Sc. in International
Relations from Quaid-
i-Azam University in
Islamabad and is also
a law graduate. He
currently serves as the
Public  Relations Of-
ficer for the Ministry
of Information and
Public Relations in
Balochistan. His
unique perspective on
international relations
and conflict resolution
adds depth and author-
ity to this article.

BUITEMS Gains Dual Global Recognition: THE
Rankings 2026 & UNAI SDG 8 Vice-Chair

Syed Dara
Shikoh Amir

The Balochistan Univer-
sity of Information Tech-
nology, Engineering and
Management Sciences
(BUITEMS) has brought
new pride to Pakistan

universities participated
in the rankings, with 48
officially ranked and the
rest designated as “Re-
porter” insti tutions.
BUITEMS proudly se-
cured the 43rd national
position, emerging as
the only university from
Balochistan to be ranked
internationally — a re-
markable achievement
that underscores its
commitment to innova-
tion, research, and qual-
ity education.

Alongside this
ranking success,
BUITEMS has been ap-
pointed as the Vice-Chair

tries. Institutions are
evaluated across core
areas such as teaching
quality, research perfor-
mance, industry collabo-
ration, and international
reputation.

In 2026, 99 Pakistani

for the UNAI SDG Hub
8: Decent Work and Eco-
nomic Growth, collabo-
rating with the Univer-
sity of Auckland, which
serves as the Global
Chair. The University of
Auckland, ranked

among the top 1% of
universities worldwide
and 4th in Oceania in the
2025 Sustainability
Rankings, partners with
BUITEMS to promote
sustainable develop-
ment, inclusive educa-
tion, and youth empow-
erment in line with the
United Nations Sustain-
able Development Goals
(SDGs). Representing
Pakistan and South Asia,
BUITEMS continues to
drive academic excel-
lence and sustainable
progress through inno-
vation, applied research,
and education-driven

development. With
10,000+ students, 600
faculty members, and 60
academic programs, the
university stands as a
beacon of growth and
opportunity.

Its vibrant alumni

network of over 11,000
graduates and partner-
ships with global insti-
tutions highlight its piv-
otal role in advancing
human capital and eco-
nomic growth.

Prof. Dr. Khalid
Hafeez, Vice Chancellor
BUITEMS, remarked:

“BUITEMS’ inclu-
sion in the Times Higher
Education Rankings
and our appointment as
UNAI SDG 8 Vice-Chair
reflect our dedication to
advancing higher edu-
cation, research, and
sustainable develop-
ment. These recogni-

tions are a testament to
the hard work of our fac-
ulty, students, and ad-
ministration who con-
tinuously strive for ex-
cellence.”

These dual interna-
tional recognitions —

Editorial:
The Balochistan High
Court’s latest initiative
— introducing a dedi-
cated WhatsApp num-
ber and email address
for public complaints
— marks a meaning-
ful shift toward open-
ness, accessibility, and
public empowerment
within the judicial sys-
tem.
This is not just a pro-
cedural reform; it is an
invitation for citizens to
engage directly with
the justice system in
ways that were previ-
ously difficult, time-
consuming, and often
intimidating.

For decades, ob-
taining certified copies
of court judgments
was a frustrating or-
deal for clients and
even for experienced

lawyers. Long queues,
procedural delays, and
administrative hurdles
made the process dif-
ficult, especially for
people from remote
districts of the prov-
ince. With digital com-
munication now for-
mally integrated, citi-
zens, litigants, and
counsel will be able to
request and access
judgment copies far
more easily. This
single step reduces
barriers that have ex-
isted for years and en-
sures that justice is not
only done — but also
seen to be done.

Equally important
is the ability for citi-
zens to file complaints
directly against lower
judiciary officials or
court staff if they face
misconduct, delays, or

and Balochistan by
achieving two major in-
ternational milestones —
its inclusion in the
Times Higher Education
(THE) World University
Rankings 2026 and its
appointment as the
United Nations Aca-
demic Impact (UNAI)
SDG Hub 8 Vice-Chair
for Teaching and Educa-
tion. The Times Higher
Education World Uni-
versity Rankings repre-
sent one of the most
credible measures of glo-
bal academic excellence,
featuring over 2,190 uni-
versities from 115 coun-

The Inhuman
Act:

Targeting
Hospitals:

The Impact
of the

Attack:

International
Responsibility:

to adhere to the rules
of war and peace.

War, even when
waged between states
with longstanding con-
flicts, is subject to rules
and conventions. The
fundamental principle
of international hu-
manitarian law is to
protect civilians, in-
cluding the wounded,
children, and the eld-
erly. Hospitals are
meant to be sanctuar-
ies in times of conflict,
places where the in-
jured can receive
medical care without
fear of attack. Yet, the
attack on a hospital in
Gaza flagrantly vio-
lated these principles
and sent shockwaves
through the interna-
tional community.

The repercussions
of the attack on a hos-
pital in Gaza were
catastrophic. Innocent
civilians, including chil-

Thucydides’
Insights:

Rules of War
and Peace:
The ancient Greek

historian Thucydides,

from Times Higher Edu-
cation (UK) and the
United Nations Aca-
demic Impact — reaffirm
BUITEMS’ position as a
leading higher educa-
tion institution in Paki-
stan, setting new stan-
dards in academic excel-
lence, sustainability, and
global collaboration.

With its vision of
“Quality and Excellence
in Education,”
BUITEMS continues to
symbolize Balochistan’s
progress and Pakistan’s
commitment to global
education and sustain-
able development.

unfair treatment.
Many people lacked
the courage, re-
sources, or channels to
raise such concerns.
This mechanism now
provides them a safe
and accessible option,
reinforcing the idea
that justice is a right,
not a privilege.

The Balochistan
High Court deserves
recognition for taking
a forward-looking ap-
proach to judicial
transparency. By em-
bracing technology,
the court has empow-
ered the public,
strengthened account-
ability, and made jus-
tice more approach-
able for millions. This
is a good step — one
that brings the judi-
ciary closer to the
people it serves.
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Pakistan calls for urgent grant-based climate
finance at COP30 as Losses Mount

Islamabad:Pakistan
urged the international
community to ensure
rapid, grant-based and
predictable financing for
climate-vulnerable de-
veloping countries,
warning that repeated
extreme weather events
were deepening debt
distress and slowing de-
velopment progress in
nations least respon-
sible for global emis-
sions.

The call was made
at a high-level side event
titled “Operationalizing
Loss and Damage: Fi-
nancing Resilience and
Recovery in Vulnerable
Countries” organized
jointly by the Climate
Change & Environmen-
tal Coordination Minis-
try and UNICEF at the
Pakistan Pavilion on the
sidelines of the UN cli-
mate summit (COP30) in
Belém, Brazil.

In her keynote ad-
dress, Secretary for Cli-
mate Change and Envi-
ronmental Coordination
Aisha Humera Moriani
said Pakistan was invest-
ing heavily in strength-
ening national climate
resilience, despite con-
tributing less than one
per cent to global green-
house gas emissions.

She recalled that the

devastating floods of
2022 and 2025 displaced
millions,  destroyed
large-scale infrastruc-
ture and caused multi-
billion-dollar economic
losses. “The scale and
frequency of such disas-
ters in developing coun-
tries underscore the dis-
proportionate climate
burden placed on na-
tions that played almost
no role in heating the
planet,” she remarked.

The event,
organised jointly with
UNICEF, brought to-
gether representatives
of the newly created
Fund for Responding to
Loss and Damage
(FRLD), government of-
ficials, development
partners and experts to

discuss practical steps
for operationalising the
global Loss and Damage
architecture.

The panel speakers
at the event noted that
repeated climate shocks
had pushed many vul-
nerable economies into
what they described as
a “debt emergency,”
forcing them to borrow
for recovery and recon-
struction in the absence
of adequate grant-based
support. They stressed
that new, additional and
concessional financing
was essential if Loss
and Damage assistance
was to be transforma-
tive rather than short-
term.

They also high-
lighted that children

were bearing the heavi-
est share of the crisis,
with Pakistan having
nearly half of its popula-
tion below the age of 18.
She warned that recur-
ring disasters were un-
dermining nutrit ion,
health, schooling and
mental wellbeing. “Cli-
mate disasters are not
only destroying infra-
structure, they are also
robbing a generation of
its right to safety and
opportunity,” she said.

The speakers also
urged that the Barbados
Implementation Modali-
ties (BIM), including
simplified application
procedures, faster dis-
bursement mechanisms
and flexible financial
windows, must be

prioritised to ensure
timely and equitable fi-
nancing for countries
with limited fiscal room.
They also called for
mechanisms that could
respond effectively to
slow-onset threats such
as glacial melt, sea level
rise and desertification,
in addition to sudden
disasters.

Ministry spokes-
person Muhammad
Saleem Shaikh said a
major focus of the dis-
cussion was directing
support  towards the
most vulnerable seg-
ments, particularly chil-
dren and young people.
He noted that non-eco-
nomic losses, mainly as
trauma, cultural disrup-
tion, displacement and
the breakdown of com-
munity structure, re-
mained under-ad-
dressed in global policy
frameworks.

He added that Paki-
stan announced its
readiness to submit two
proposals under the
FRLD’s initial funding
cycle, aimed at recon-
struction of critical so-
cial infrastructure and
strengthening resilience
in key sectors, including
agriculture, community
systems and water re-
sources.

Ambassador of the Kingdom of
the Netherlands Calls on Federal

Minister for Human Rights
ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Ambassador of the
Kingdom of the Nether-
lands, H.E. Robert-Jan
Siegert, paid a courtesy
call on the Federal Min-
ister for Human Rights,
Senator Azam Nazeer
Tarar.

The meeting fo-
cused on strengthening
collaboration and ex-
changing views on on-
going initiatives aimed
at promoting and pro-
tecting human rights in
Pakistan.

The Federal Minis-
ter welcomed the Am-
bassador and appreci-
ated the Netherlands’
continued engagement
and support  for
Pakistan’s human rights
priorities. Both sides re-
affirmed their shared
commitment to advanc-
ing equality, inclusion,
and the welfare of all citi-
zens.

The Ambassador
a c k n o w l e d g e d
Pakistan’s efforts in
implementing its human

rights agenda and com-
mended the
government’s commit-
ment to constitutional
guarantees, including
freedom of religion and
belief.

The Minister high-
lighted Pakistan’s di-
verse and inclusive so-
ciety, where all religious
communities enjoy con-
stitutional protection.

He also briefed the
Ambassador on recent
legislative advance-
ments, including the in-
troduction of the Na-
tional Commission for
Minorities Bill, a key ini-
tiative to safeguard mi-
nority rights, promote
interfaith harmony, and
ensure the full participa-
tion of minority commu-
nities in national devel-
opment.

The Minister also
outlined progress under
the National Action Plan
on Human Rights, cov-
ering policy reforms, im-
proved access to justice,
implementation of inter-

national commitments,
and the strengthening of
human rights institu-
tions. He highlighted
the important role of in-
dependent bodies such
as the National Commis-
sion for Human Rights
(NCHR), National Com-
mission on the Status of
Women (NCSW), and
National Commission on
the Rights of Child
(NCRC). Efforts to pro-
tect vulnerable groups
such as women, chil-
dren, senior citizens,
transgender persons,
and persons with dis-
abilities were also dis-
cussed.

Both sides ex-
pressed their intention
to maintain close coor-
dination and construc-
tive dialogue to further
advance the promotion
and protection of human
rights in Pakistan. The
meeting concluded with
a reaffirmation of their
commitment to deeper
collaboration on shared
priorities.

Gillani visits Mahmood Group of
Textile Mills, Multan

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Acting President of Pa-
kistan Syed Yusuf Raza
Gillani visited Mahmood
Group of Textile Mills in
Multan Industrial Estate.
During the visit, the head
of the group, Khawaja
Muhammad Anees,
briefed him on the state-
of-the-art machinery,
production processes,
labour welfare pro-
grams, and ongoing ex-
port orders. Khawaja
Muhammad Anees in-
formed the Acting Presi-
dent that Mahmood
Group is producing
world-class textile prod-
ucts and is adopting
sustainable industrial
practices through the
use of modern technol-
ogy.
The Acting President

appreciated the group’s
industrial contributions
and its role in strength-
ening Pakistan’s ex-
ports.

A detailed discus-
sion was also held on the
overall situation of the
textile sector, cotton pro-
duction, and related ag-
ricultural matters. Acting
President Syed Yousuf
Raza Gillani stated that
textiles form the back-
bone of Pakistan’s ex-
ports, while cotton re-
mains the foundation of
the textile industry.

 He emphasized the
need for improving seed
quality, irrigation sys-
tems, and agricultural
research. The Acting
President added that
supporting farmers and
strengthening the agri-

culture sector would fur-
ther boost the textile in-
dustry, which is vital for
the national economy.
He reiterated that the
government is commit-
ted to providing all pos-
sible facilities and a con-
ducive environment for
the promotion of indus-
try and trade.

Syed Yousuf Raza
Gillani lauded the
Mahmood Group for its
valuable services, not-
ing that the private
sector’s contribution in
enhancing exports and
generating employment
opportunities is com-
mendable.

Senior government
officials, industrialists,
and relevant authorities
were also present during
the visit.

Maritime Minister
Junaid Anwar

Chaudhry arrives in UK
for IMO Assembly,

Council elections
ISLAMABAD:Federal
Minister for Maritime
Affairs, Muhammad
Junaid Anwar
Chaudhry has arrived
in the United Kingdom
to participate in the
34th session of the In-
ternational Maritime
Organization (IMO)
Assembly and the up-
coming IMO Council
elections.

The minister ’s
participation in the
IMO underscores
Pakistan’s expanding
maritime ambitions,
focusing on establish-
ing itself as a regional
hub for trade and
maritime investment
through sustainable
development and mod-
ernization efforts.

Junaid Anwar
Chaudhry emphasized

that Pakistan’s active
role highlights its stra-
tegic priorities in mari-
time affairs, including
boosting regional con-
nectivity, upgrading
port infrastructure,
and advancing the blue
economy.

“Our membership
in the Council is vital
for promoting
Pakistan’s maritime
interests, contributing
to global maritime
safety, enhancing se-
curity, and supporting
environmental protec-
tion aligned with inter-
national standards,”
the minister stated.

The IMO Assem-
bly, the organization’s
highest decision-mak-
ing body, will take
place from November
24 to December 3,

2025, with Council
elections scheduled
for November 28.

Pakistan is con-
testing a seat in Cat-
egory C on the IMO
Council for the 2026–
27 term. The IMO
Council, composed of
40 members, super-
vises the
organization’s work.
The newly elected
Council will meet in
December to select its
Chair and Vice-Chair.

H i g h l i g h t i n g
Pakistan’s dedication
to fostering interna-
tional maritime col-
laboration, the mari-
time minister con-
cluded that the cam-
paign aims to secure a
sustained role in shap-
ing global maritime
policies.

Climate Minister Dr. Musadik Malik urges accelerated investment in
green skills to drive climate-resilient growth at COP30

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Federal Minister for Cli-
mate Change and Envi-
ronmental Coordination,
Senator Dr Musadik
Masood Malik has
called for stronger inter-
national and domestic
investment in green
skills development to
secure a just, climate-re-
silient and economically
competitive future, as
global economies rap-
idly transition toward
clean energy, low-car-
bon growth and sustain-
able industrial transfor-
mation, according to a
press release issued
here on Friday.

Speaking as key-
note at a high-level side
event titled “Building
Green Skills for a Sus-
tainable Pakistan” at the
Pakistan Pavilion during
the UN Climate Summit
(COP30) in Belém, the
Federal Minister Senator
Dr Musadik Malik, said
that the world is witness-
ing unprecedented
structural shifts in eco-
nomic and industrial
systems, with trillions of
dollars now flowing into
renewable energy, cli-
mate-smart infrastruc-
ture, battery technology,
green transport systems
and circular economies.

These transitions,
he noted, are reshaping
the nature of jobs, mar-
ket competitiveness,
global trade rules and
national development
models.

Dr Malik said that
despite being among the
world’s most climate-
vulnerable countries,
Pakistan holds strong
potential  due to its
young population, entre-
preneurial capacity, ex-
panding technology
ecosystem and growing
recognition that the fu-
ture of employment will
be green, inclusive and
innovation-driven.

 “Developing green
skills is no longer op-
tional. It is essential for
strengthening climate
resilience, enabling our
clean-energy transition,
enhancing resource effi-
ciency and unlocking
access to global green

creasing pressure on
countries to decarbon-
ize supply chains and
develop a workforce ca-
pable of meeting emerg-
ing compliance stan-
dards.

A failure to reskill
workers in time, he said,
risks leaving developing
economies behind as
global markets tighten
environmental require-
ments and shift toward
carbon-priced exports.

The Minister
stressed that the transi-
tion to a low-carbon
economy must also be
just and equitable, en-
suring that communities
and workers dependent
on traditional, fossil-

pathways for economic
mobility. Climate action
must go hand in hand
with the development of
human capital,” Dr Malik
said.

While Pakistan has
embedded climate action
into national frame-
works,  policies and
sectoral plans, Dr Malik
said that policies alone
cannot deliver the trans-
formation needed with-
out a workforce capable
of implementation — in-
cluding technicians who
can operate solar and
wind systems, engineers
who can build resilient
infrastructure, farmers
who understand cli-
mate-smart techniques,

investment,” he said.
He warned that new

trade instruments such
as the European Union’s
Carbon Border Adjust-
ment Mechanism
(CBAM) are placing in-

fuel-linked livelihoods
are supported rather
than displaced. “For
countries like Pakistan,
the green transit ion
must protect workers
while also opening new

and innovators able to
develop home-grown
climate technologies.

He called on devel-
opment partners, finan-
cial institutions, interna-
tional organizations and

the private sector to col-
laborate with Pakistan in
expanding climate-rel-
evant education, voca-
tional training and tech-
nology access. “Invest-
ing in people is central
to achieving long-term
climate ambition and
economic moderniza-
tion,” he said.

The side event
brought together
policymakers, research-
ers, multilateral develop-
ment banks and techni-
cal experts to assess
how developing nations
can close the fast-grow-
ing gap between the de-
mand and supply of cli-
mate-relevant skills.

The session was
moderated by Syed
Bulent Sohail, Manag-
ing Partner of Sohail C
Partners LLP and Pro-
Vice Chancellor of Sohail
University.

Tátilla Pamplona,
State Attorney of Pará
and President of the
OAB Commission at
COP-30, stressed that
legislative and gover-
nance frameworks must
embed justice, equity
and labour safeguards to
ensure that the clean-
energy transition deliv-
ers social protection and
opportunity rather than
exclusion.

World Bank Climate
Change Adviser, Paola
Ridolfi, outlined the fi-
nancial and institutional
support being extended
by multilateral banks.

Ambassador of Netherland, H.E.
Robert-Jan Siegert’s Call on

Federal Minister for Commerce
and Secretary Commerce

Islamabad:The Am-
bassador of the Neth-
erlands informed that
he has presented his
credentials and is very
happy to be in Pakistan.
He found Pakistan very
warm and welcoming.
Bureaucracy as well as
the political leadership
are quite accessible,
and he foresees healthy
interaction.

Federal Minister
for Commerce, Jam
Kamal Khan welcomed
the Ambassador and
wished him success
for his assignment in
Pakistan. Minister
stated that while look-
ing at the bilateral trade
he notices immense
room for diversifica-
tion. There is huge po-
tential to enhance the
exports of agricultural
and food products
from Pakistan. There is
a lot that can be ex-
plored to improve pro-
ductivity as well as

quality.
Rice is an impor-

tant crop as well as a
key export sector of
Pakistan including ex-
ports to the Nether-
lands. The Minister
also underscored the
importance and poten-
tial of Services sector.
Given the youth bulge
that Pakistan has, ser-
vices sectors can sur-
pass goods exports
very easily and in a
lesser time, Minister
emphasized. Com-
merce Minister also
applauded the Nether-
lands-based Jazz
Telecom and its role in
Digital Financial Inte-
gration of rural popu-
lation. The Ambassa-
dor also mentioned that
they are discussing
dates for starting a for-
mal round of discus-
sion to explore new ar-
eas and opportunities
of coordination and bi-
lateral interaction. With

reference to the up-
coming GSP Monitor-
ing Mission’s visit, he
hoped this interaction
to improve relations
between EU and Paki-
stan. Minister for Com-
merce, Mr. Jam, Kamal
mentioned that after
18th Amendment many
subjects have been
shifted to provinces,
however Ministry of
Commerce is coordi-
nating and sensitizing
all the stakeholders in
this regard. Secretary
Commerce, Mr. Jawad
Paul explained that EU
has just one scheme of
interaction with Paki-
stan that is GSP plus.
He assured that Paki-
stan is committed to
fulfilling all the obliga-
tions considering it in
its own benefit to do
so. Secretary Com-
merce also raised the
issues of EUs removal
of the concessions on
ethanol. He explained

that Pakistan’s industry
feels that they have
been hard done by. The
industry association
has appealed to EU in
this regard. Secretary
requested the ambassa-
dor to take their appeal
into consideration. He
further mentioned that
the application for GI
of Basmati Rice has
been filed by both In-
dia and Pakistan. In-
dian claim for exclusive
right of Basmati is nei-
ther supported by his-
tory nor literature. Sec-
retary also mentioned
that exports of rice
from Pakistan to the
Netherlands regardless
of the variety have a
huge potential that is
being underutilized.

The Dutch Ambas-
sador mentioned that
previously Dutch com-
panies were facing
hardship in repatriation
of their dividends, but
the issue has now been

resolved with the coop-
eration of stakeholders
in Pakistan. He was
optimistic that im-
proved macroeco-
nomic conditions will
win confidence of the
foreign investors

Minister of Com-
merce also mentioned
that Pakistan is work-
ing to expand its Dairy
and meat sector and to
enhance its exports in
these two commodi-
ties. He requested the
Dutch Ambassador, if
there can be a possibil-
ity of technology shar-
ing between Nether-
lands and Pakistan in
these sectors, to which
the Ambassador as-
sured that there are
several projects, par-
ticularly drone-assisted
efficient water man-
agement that can be
helpful for Pakistan
and he showed his full
commitment and sup-
port in this regard.
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FIA offloads Saudi-bound passenger at Karachi Airport over fake driving licence

KARACHI (INP): Im-
migration authorities at
Karachi Airport
offloaded a Saudi
Arabia–bound passen-
ger after his Heavy
Transport Vehicle
(HTV) driving licence
was found to be fake,

the Federal Investiga-
tion Agency (FIA) said.

According to the
FIA spokesperson, the
passenger, Muhammad
Asif, was traveling to
Saudi Arabia on an in-
ternational flight for
employment as a truck

driver.
During immigra-

tion checks, he pre-
sented an HTV licence
purportedly issued by
the Clifton licensing
branch, which was
later confirmed to be
forged.

The spokesperson
said the passenger ad-
mitted he had obtained
the fake licence through
an agent for Rs
127,000,

and further dis-
closed that he had
never visited the Clifton

licensing branch him-
self.

FIA officials said
the agent had prepared
and provided the coun-
terfeit licence to the
passenger. Following
the discovery,
Muhammad Asif was

Polling for competitive by-elections
begins across Pakistan

FAISALABAD (INP):
By-elections in six Na-
tional Assembly and
seven Punjab Assembly
constituencies are being
held today, with polling
scheduled from 8 am to
5 pm, as the Election
Commission of Pakistan
dispatches materials un-
der heavy security ar-
rangements.

The National As-
sembly seats where poll-
ing is underway include
NA-18 Haripur, NA-96
Faisalabad, NA-104
Faisalabad, NA-129
Lahore, NA-

143 Sahiwal and
NA-185 Dera Ghazi
Khan. The Punjab As-
sembly constituencies in
contention are PP-73
Sargodha, PP-87
Mianwali , PP-98
Faisalabad, PP-115
Faisalabad, PP-116
Faisalabad, PP-203
Sahiwal and PP-269
Muzaffargarh.

In NA-185 Dera
Ghazi Khan, where PPP
candidate Dost
Muhammad Khosa
faces PML-N’s
Mehmood Qadir Khan
Laghari, four polling sta-

tions have been declared
extremely sensitive and
53 sensitive, while 169
fall into the normal cat-
egory.

Around 3,000 police
personnel have been
deployed at 226 polling
stations, supported by
Elite Force units, ladies
police and reserve con-
tingents.

Pakistan Army and
Punjab Rangers troops
will serve as part of the
Quick Response Force.
In PP-269 Muzaffargarh,
more than 1,700 police
personnel are on duty.

Faisalabad is wit-
nessing a significant
electoral contest, with
two National Assembly
and three provincial
seats up for grabs. More
than 1.9 million regis-
tered voters in the city
will choose between PTI-
backed independents
and PML-N candidates
in all constituencies. In
PP-98, PML-N candidate
Azad Ali Tabassum faces
a strong challenge from
former provincial minis-
ter Ajmal Cheema, who
commands considerable
Jat clan support.

In Jaranwala, Bilal
Badar Chaudhry, the
brother of Minister of
State for Interior Talal
Chaudhry, is competing
against seasoned politi-
cian Nawab Sher Wasair,
who is expected to
mount a stiff challenge
due to his longstanding
local influence.

PML-N is consid-
ered comparatively
stronger in Faisalabad’s
urban constituencies,
but tough contests per-
sist. Raja Danial Ahmad,
son of former opposi-
tion leader Raja Riaz,
faces an uphill battle
against  independent
candidate Rana Adnan
Javed.

Meanwhile, former
MPA Malik Asghar Ali
Qaiser poses a signifi-
cant challenge to the
son-in-law of federal
minister Rana Sanaullah.
Another PML-N hope-
ful, Mian Tahir Jameel, is
contesting against
former party member
Malik Muhammad
Asghar.  In NA-18
Haripur, a close contest
is expected between PTI-
backed independent

Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) emir says Kashmir,
Palestine are their red lines

handed over to the Anti-
Human Trafficking
Circle for further legal
action.

Earlier, Pakistan
Customs foiled an at-
tempt to smuggle a sig-
nificant quantity of
gold and foreign cur-

rency at Karachi’s
Jinnah International
Airport, resulting in the
arrest of two sisters.

According to a
spokesperson for Paki-
stan Customs, during
profiling and thorough
checking, officials

35th National
Games torch relay
held in Islamabad

Pakistan, EU vow to promote
trade development

Pakistan terms recent Israeli
attacks on Gaza breach of Sharm

El-Sheikh peace accord

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): Pakistan and
the European Union
(EU) have reaffirmed
their commitment to
deepening cooperation
in key areas of mutual
interest, particularly
sustainable develop-
ment and trade.

The understanding
was reached during
the 7th Round of the
EU-Pakistan Strategic
Dialogue, co-chaired
in Brussels by Deputy
Prime Minister Ishaq
Dar and the EU High
Representative for
Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy and
Vice-President of the
European Commis-
sion, Kaja Kallas.

The two sides re-
viewed progress un-
der the EU-Pakistan
Strategic Engagement
Plan (2019) and
agreed to intensify col-
laboration across all
areas covered by the
framework to align
their broader strategic
objectives.

They also com-
mitted to expanding
knowledge partner-
ships through Erasmus
Mundus and Horizon
Europe,

while enhancing
cooperation on emerg-
ing global challenges,
including food and en-
ergy security and cli-
mate change.

Both leaders reaf-

Sheher Naz Umar Ayub
Khan and PML-N candi-
date Babar Nawaz Khan.

In NA-185 Dera
Ghazi Khan, PPP’s Sardar
Dost Muhammad Khosa
is running against PML-
N’s Mehmood Qadir
Laghari, although PTI
has boycotted the elec-
tion in the constituency.

Lahore’s NA-129
seat, which fell vacant
after the death of former
Punjab governor and
PTI stalwart Mian
Muhammad Azhar, is
witnessing a contest be-
tween his grandson
Chaudhry Arsalan and
PML-N candidate Hafiz
Mian Muhammad
Noman.  Another PTI
candidate,  Bajash
Ahmad Niazi, is also in
the race, raising con-
cerns that the division of
PTI votes could benefit
the PML-N. More than
20,000 policemen are de-
puted for security at the
polling stations in
Punjab. According to of-
ficials announcement,
surveillance systems at
sensitive polling sta-
tions have already been
installed.

Maryam Nawaz
orders ‘next-level

governance’ in Punjab

firmed their strong po-
litical will to continue
working together un-
der the Generalized
Scheme of Prefer-
ences (GSP+), which
remains a central pil-
lar of EU-Pakistan
economic relations.

They reiterated
their commitment to
the universal promo-
tion and protection of
human rights and fun-
damental freedoms in
accordance with inter-
national obligations.

The dialogue also
covered regional and
geopolitical develop-
ments, including the
situation in the Middle
East. Both sides wel-
comed the agreement

LAHORE (INP):
Jamaat-e-Islami emir
Hafiz Naeemur
Rehman has said that
until the schedule for
national elections is
announced, his party
will not field any can-
didates.

Addressing the fi-
nal day of the "Badal
Do Nizam" public
gathering organised by
Jamaat-e-Islami at
Minar-e-Pakistan in
Lahore on Sunday, he
said Kashmir and Pal-
estine are their red
lines.

He said that po-
litical parties in Paki-
stan are suffering from
a crisis of discipline,
but in his party, every-
one must follow the

system.
The JI chief said

that actions taken to
please US President
Donald Trump are
completely wrong. He
said Pakistan has suf-
fered greatly by
choosing servitude to
America.

Pakistan’s foreign
policy must be inde-
pendent, and no coun-
try, including the US,
has the right to exploit
others.

 Even our dis-
agreements should be
expressed with dignit.
He said that millions
have sacrificed their
lives for Kashmir.

“Kashmir belongs
to Pakistan, and Paki-
stan belongs to Kash-

mir. Kashmir and Pal-
estine are our red
lines. We cannot
abandon the
Kashmiris.

 A free Palestin-
ian state is the only
solution to the Pales-
tine issue. Pakistan’s
leaders must support
Palestine and take the
entire nation along,” he
added.

Hafiz Naeem said
that Jamaat-e-Islami
will not announce any
candidate until the na-
tional election sched-
ule is issued.

He said they
work to unite the na-
tion, not divide prov-
inces against each
other.

He added that

ISLAMABAD, Nov 23
(INP): A graceful and vi-
brant torch relay cer-
emony for the 35th Na-
tional Games was held at
Rawal Dam on Sunday,
attracting athletes, offi-
cials and sports enthu-
siasts from across the
capital.

The event was or-
ganized by the
Islamabad Olympic As-
sociation (IOA), mark-
ing another significant
milestone in the build-
up to the national mega
sporting event.

The ceremony fea-
tured prominent sports
personalities, including
Olympian Sadaf Siddiqui
and Asian Gold Medal-
ist Muhammad Akram.
IOA Secretary General
Rizwan ul Haq Razi,
along with a large num-
ber of athletes, organiz-
ers and officials, also at-
tended the event, reflect-
ing the growing excite-
ment surrounding the

upcoming Games.
In a unique display,

the National Games
torch was brought to the
venue on boats sailing
across Rawal Lake, cre-
ating a symbolic and vi-
sually striking moment.
Upon arrival, Rizwan-ul-
Haq formally handed
over the torch to the
Balochistan Olympic
Association, signifying
the continuation of the
nationwide relay.

The torch relay had
travelled through sev-
eral cities before reach-
ing the federal capital,
showcasing unity, na-
tional spirit and the ris-
ing anticipation within
sports communities
across Pakistan.

The 35th National
Games — a colourful
mega event — will offi-
cially begin on Decem-
ber 6 in Karachi. More
than 6,000 athletes from
across the country are
expected to participate.

from the Customs
Collectorate inter-
cepted two women.
Upon inspecting their
luggage, authorities re-
covered over 3 kilo-
grams of gold orna-
ments and foreign cur-
rency $11,619.

those sitting in Parlia-
ment do not speak
about women’s rights.
If given the opportu-
nity, every woman will
be granted her rightful
share in inheritance.
Under the current
contractor system,
women are deprived
of their rights, and the
rulers have no con-
cern for public issues.

The JI chief said
that the current sys-
tem gives respect only
to landlords and capi-
talists. Local body
elections have not
been held in Punjab
since 2015. Those
calling for non-party
elections want horse-
trading in every union
council.

on the first phase of
the Comprehensive
Plan to end the Gaza
conflict, proposed by
U.S. President Donald
Trump.

Ishaq Dar and
Kaja Kallas further
discussed Pakistan-
Afghanistan relations
in the context of re-
cent cross-border ten-
sions in October 2025.

They emphasized
the need for sustained
regional peace and sta-
bility,

calling on
Afghanistan’s de facto
authorities to demon-
strate a constructive
approach toward
eliminating terrorism
from Afghan territory.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Strongly condemning
Israeli bombardment
on Palestinians in Gaza
in which scores of
women and children
perished, Pakistan on
Sunday said that recent
attacks were not only
blatant violation of in-
ternational laws but
also of the peace ac-
cord reached at Sharm
El Sheikh, Egypt.

Foreign Office
Spokesman Tahir
Hussain Andrabi said
that Pakistan demanded
the international com-
munity to force Israel
to stop violations of the
ceasefire. The spokes-
man stressed the need
for taking immediate
steps for the protection
of human rights and
compliance with inter-
national laws. He reit-
erated Pakistan’s prin-
cipled stance that there
should be an indepen-
dent and autonomous
Palestinian state.

Israel has begun to
tear apart the Gaza
ceasefire plan, as new

ground assaults were
launched by Israeli
forces across the Yel-
low Line in the enclave.

Israeli air strikes
killed another twenty-
four Palestinians, while
a drone attack killed
eleven more people and
injured twenty others.
Since October 10, a
total of 318 Palestin-
ians have been killed in
Israeli attacks.

Earlier in the day,
it reported that Gaza’s
civil defence agency
said twenty-one people
were killed and dozens
more wounded in mul-
tiple Israeli air strikes
on Saturday, as Hamas
and Israel again traded
accusations of violating
the fragile truce.

Saturday marked
one of the deadliest
days since the US-
brokered ceasefire be-
tween Israel and
Hamas took effect on
October 10, ending
two years of war.

The Israeli military
said an “armed terror-
ist” crossed the so-

called Yellow Line in
Gaza, a zone behind
which Israeli troops
had withdrawn, and
opened fire on soldiers.

In response to the
incident in southern
Gaza, which occurred
along a route desig-
nated for humanitarian
aid deliveries, the Israeli
military announced it
had “begun striking ter-
ror targets in the Gaza
Strip”.

Mahmud Bassal,
spokesperson for the
civil defence agency
operating under Hamas
authority, said there
were “21 martyrs this
evening in five separate
Israeli air strikes, in a
clear violation of the
ceasefire in Gaza”.

He said seven
people were killed and
more than sixteen
wounded in a strike on
a house in Nuseirat in
central Gaza, while
four others were killed
in an attack on a resi-
dential apartment in the
Al-Nasr district west
of Gaza City.

LAHORE (INP):
Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz Sharif
on Sunday announced
sweeping measures to
overhaul governance
and sanitation across
the province, warning
that poor performance
will no longer be toler-
ated. Chairing an im-
portant meeting, she
ordered an immediate
halt to payments for
substandard work and
issued fresh directives
targeting administrative
negligence.

In a decisive
move, the Chief Min-
ister directed authori-
ties to immediately stop
payments to Shatra
Punjab contractors
who failed to meet the
required sanitation
standards. She in-
structed that re-con-
tracting should be con-
sidered where perfor-
mance remains unsat-

isfactory. Officials
were told that the prov-
ince cannot afford lax
oversight when it
comes to public hy-
giene and operational
governance.

Maryam Nawaz
expressed strong dis-
pleasure over the poor
sanitation situation in
several cities. She re-
buked Deputy Com-
missioners for recur-
ring incidents of stray
dog bites, uncovered
manholes, and prevent-
able deaths, warning:
“There will be two
warnings. On the third,
the Deputy Commis-
sioner will be re-
placed.” She added that
“taking good gover-
nance to the next level
in Punjab is the top pri-
ority”, stressing that
negligence in public
service matters will not
be excused under any
circumstances.

KP CM approves
establishment of
Special Branch

as separate,
independent unit.
PESHAWAR (INP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Chief Minister
Muhammad Sohail
Afridi has approved the
establishment of Special
Branch as a formally
separate and indepen-
dent unit.

The decision was
taken during a meeting
chaired by the Chief min-
ister here Sunday. The
meeting decided that the
unit would be provided
with all required man-
power and modern
equipment.

Officials briefed the
meeting that the Special
Branch was currently re-
sponsible for intelli-
gence gathering, secu-
rity duties, surveys and
verification tasks. A to-
tal of 308 personnel from
the merged districts
have also been inte-
grated into the unit. In
2025, the Special Branch
successfully neutralized
several suicide jackets,
IEDs and hand gre-
nades. The chief minis-
ter granted in-principle
approval for 1,221 new
posts and announced
Rs 5.3 billion for infra-
structure development.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting on the
matters related to Pakistan Railways.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Information & Broadcasting, Mr. Attaullah Tarar, talking to the
media after attending the '29th Boys and 24th Girls Age Group National Swimming Championship 2025'.

MULTAN: Acting President Syed Yusuf Raza Gilani attended a luncheon hosted by Malik Arshad
Mehay, with former MPA Syed Ahmad Mujtaba Gilani and Sajjadah Nashin of Dargah Hazrat Musa
Pak Shaheed, Syed Abu Al-Hasan Gilani also present.
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PML-N and PPP Dismiss Rumors of Chief Minister (CM)
Change in Balochistan

Syed Qaseem
Shah:

QUETTA: Parlia-
mentary leaders of the
Pakistan Muslim
L e a g u e - N a w a z
(PML-N) and the Pa-
kistan Peoples Party
(PPP) have firmly re-
jected reports sug-
gesting a change in the
Balochistan Chief
Minister.

PML-N Parlia-
mentary Leader Mir
Salim Khan Khosa
and PPP Parliamen-
tary Leader Mir
Muhammad Sadiq
Umrani clarified that
the claims made by
Senator Mir Dostain
Khan Domki hold no
truth and do not re-
flect the position of
any allied party.

Both leaders
stated that Senator
Domki’s remarks ap-
pear to be his personal
opinion or desire,
rather than a party-
backed stance. They
emphasized that nei-
ther the central lead-
ership of the PML-N
nor the PPP is consid-
ering any move to re-
place Chief Minister
Sarfraz Bugti.

Speaking to re-
porters after the
Balochistan Assembly
session, Mir Salim
Khan Khosa said the
province is already

grappling with serious
challenges related to
law and order and gov-
ernance, which were
thoroughly discussed
during an in-camera
briefing.

He added that af-
ter Domki’s statement,
he contacted National
Assembly Speaker
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq,
and the party leader-
ship will likely seek
clarification from the
senator for issuing
such comments with-
out consultation.

PPP’s parliamen-
tary leader Mir
Muhammad Sadiq
Umrani echoed the
same stance, stating
that the allied parties
remain fully support-
ive of Chief Minister
Bugti and are satisfied
with his performance.

Both leaders
noted that while dif-
ferences can exist
within any political
group, issuing state-
ments that contradict
party policy is neither
appropriate nor re-
sponsible.

They further said
that neither the PML-
N nor the PPP has any
conflict on this matter,
and the rumors of a
change in the provin-
cial leadership are
nothing more than
baseless speculation.

Quetta Train Service Disruption:
Jaffar Express & Bolan Mail
Halted Over Security Alert

News Desk
QUETTA: After a
one-day suspension
due to security con-
cerns, train services in
Balochistan have been
fully restored.

According to rail-
way officials, Jaffar
Express and Bolan
Mail will resume their

journeys from Sibi.
Passengers are being
transferred using the
coaches of the
Chaman Passenger
Train to ensure smooth
travel.

Railway authori-
ties confirmed that fol-
lowing a temporary
halt prompted by

heightened security
alerts, all train opera-
tions from Balochistan
have returned to nor-
mal. Officials stated
that Jaffar Express,
heading towards
Peshawar, and Bolan
Mail, bound for
Karachi, will depart
from Sibi as per the

updated schedule.
The authorities

added that passengers
of both trains are be-
ing transported to Sibi
in the coaches of the
Chaman train, from
where they will con-
tinue their journey to-
ward their respective
destinations.

RDMC Launches Fully Funded Reko Diq
Scholarship Program for Chagai Students

News Desk:
CHAGAI: In a major
boost to education in
Balochistan, the Reko
Diq Mining Company
(RDMC), in collabora-
tion with Sukkur IBA
University, has intro-
duced the Reko Diq
Scholarship Program, of-
fering 50 fully funded
scholarships to stu-
dents from District
Chagai who completed
their intermediate stud-
ies in 2024–25.

This initiative aims
to expand higher educa-
tion access and develop
skilled human capital in
the region.

As part of its out-
reach, RDMC and IBA
Sukkur have kicked off
an extensive awareness
campaign across
Chagai.

 Information semi-
nars were conducted in
key locations including
Humai, Nokkundi,
Dalbandin,

Taftan, and Chagai
town, where students
and families learned
about the scholarship
and its long-term ben-
efits.

During these ses-
sions, participants re-
ceived details about eli-
gibility criteria, the appli-

cation process, and the
advantages of joining
the program. IBA
Sukkur will conduct a
standardized aptitude
test for applicants.

Those who pass
will begin a six-month
foundation program at
Sukkur IBA University,
designed to strengthen
academic skills and pre-
pare students for univer-
sity education.

The foundation
course will help stu-
dents qualify for admis-

sion not only at IBA
Sukkur but also at other
reputable universities
and colleges across Pa-
kistan, depending on
their chosen fields.

Under this fully
funded scheme, RDMC
through IBA Sukkur will
cover all academic ex-
penses for four years,
ensuring that deserving
students from Chagai
can pursue quality
higher education with-
out any financial burden.

The program under-

scores RDMC’s commit-
ment to youth empower-
ment, education devel-
opment in Balochistan,
and long-term commu-
nity uplift.

The scholarship
initiative was designed
in consultation with
Community Develop-
ment Committees
(CDCs),  reflecting
RDMC’s policy of work-
ing closely with local
communities when plan-
ning social investment
projects.

PPP Leader Haji Ali Madad Jattak Inaugurates
Tube Well in Killi Hussainabad, Quetta

News Desk
QUETTA : Pakistan
Peoples Party leader
and Member of the
Balochistan Assembly,
Haji Ali Madad Jattak,
inaugurated a newly
completed tube well in
Killi Hussainabad,
Sariab, funded
through his develop-
ment budget.

A large number of
local dignitaries, tribal
elders, and residents
attended the inaugura-
tion ceremony.

Speaking on the
occasion, Haji Ali
Madad Jattak said
that his mission is to
take practical steps to
resolve public issues,
especially ensuring the
provision of clean
drinking water,

which he termed a
top priority of the gov-
ernment.

He stated that the
people of Killi
Hussainabad had been
facing water scarcity
for a long time, and the
tube well project was
launched to provide
clean and potable wa-

ter to the residents of
the area.

The local residents
and community elders
expressed their grati-
tude to Haji Ali
Madad Jattak,

noting that the
completion of this
project will benefit
hundreds of house-
holds with access to
clean water.

They also ex-

pressed hope that
such public service ini-
tiatives would continue
in the future.

On this occasion,
Haji Ali Madad Jattak
directed the con-

cerned authorities to
ensure regular mainte-
nance of the tube well
and fair distribution of
water so that all resi-
dents of the area can
equally benefit from it.

Commissioner Quetta Re-
views Ongoing Development

Projects Under Quetta
Development Package

News Desk
QUETTA: Commis-
sioner Quetta Division,
Shahzeb Khan Kakar,
conducted a detailed
visit today to various
development projects
underway under the
Quetta Development
Package. During the
visit, Project Director
QDP, Rafiq Baloch,
briefed the Commis-
sioner on the overall
progress of the
projects, the current
pace of work, and the
obstacles being faced.

On this occasion,
Commissioner Quetta
Division Shahzeb Khan
Kakar inspected Sabzal

Road Phase-II, the ex-
pansion work on
Sariab Road and Air-
port Road, as well as
the Prince Road widen-
ing project.

He reviewed the
quality and pace of the
ongoing construction
work and instructed the
concerned depart-
ments to accelerate
progress on all devel-
opment projects and
remove any hindrances
without delay.

He emphasized
that effective alterna-
tive routes must be ar-
ranged for the public
and traffic during the
construction period so

that citizens face mini-
mum inconvenience.
The Commissioner
made it clear that timely
completion of these
development projects is
essential for the im-
provement of the city
and for reducing traf-
fic congestion; there-
fore, all departments
must perform their re-
sponsibilities effi-
ciently. During the visit,
the Commissioner is-
sued directives to the
officers present on-site
to prioritize public con-
venience and ensure
that all projects are
completed with quality
and speed.



06 BUSINESS

Tobacco companies slash demand,
take profit from surplus

Monday,November.24.2025 DAILY QUETTA VOICE

Govt asked to cut taxes ahead of 5G rollout
ISLAMABAD: The
expected launch of 5G
services next year is set
to transform several
auxiliary features avail-
able on mobile phones,
but the telecom regu-
lator wants the govern-
ment to first reduce
taxes on telecom sec-
tor raw materials to
ensure a smooth
rollout.

The prime minister
has given the Ministry
of Information Tech-
nology and Telecom
and the Pakistan Tele-
communication Au-
thority (PTA) a Febru-
ary 2026 deadline to
auction the 5G spec-
trum, a move that is
also expected to boost
mobile-based services.

PTA data shows
the country has 196
million mobile sub-
scribers, including
148m mobile broad-
band users.

The shift to 5G-
compatible phones is
expected to introduce
new features such as
e-SIMs, NFC-based e-
banking through
barcodes that promote
nano-banking, and
wireless charging.

This will largely be
driven by manufactur-
ers adopting advanced

chipsets and proces-
sors required for 5G.

Currently, fewer
than five per cent of all
phones in Pakistan are
5G-enabled. The PTA
has advised the IT min-
istry to take steps to in-
crease the availability of
compatible devices
ahead of the formal
launch.

Responding to a
question, retired Brig
Amer Shahzad, the
PTA director general,
said manufacturers

when 5G becomes
available. “If the cost of
5G-compatible sets is
very high, users will
not opt for them,” he
added.

According to the
Pakistan Mobile Phone
Manufacturers Asso-
ciation (PMPMA),
around 40pc of mobile
users still rely on fea-
ture phones, while
nearly 10pc of the
population does not
own any phone at all.

The association’s

feature phones, adding
up to about 30m locally
manufactured devices
annually.

Zeeshan Miannoor
of Inovi Telecom, a se-
nior PMPMA member,
said the additional cost
of advanced chipsets
and processors needed
for 5G phones will
range between 30 and
200 dollars depending
on the model, as pro-
duction shifts from 4G
to 5G.“Other features
like cameras and

ing the chipset and pro-
cessor will enable ca-
pabilities such as e-
SIMs and wireless
charging,” he said. He
also warned that higher
costs could deter con-
sumers from upgrad-
ing.

The telecom regu-
lator has likewise
pointed out that high
mobile phone prices,
mainly due to heavy
taxation, are a major
obstacle to higher con-
nectivity and data us-
age. It has stressed the
need to expand
smartphone adoption.

The PTA has rec-
ommended reducing
taxes on backend ma-
terials used by the
telecom sector, includ-
ing duties of around
19.5pc on imported
components for mobile
phone manufacturing,
as well as taxes on
backend equipment re-
quired by telecom op-
erators.

According to the
authority, lowering or
removing these taxes
would boost mobile
penetration and internet
usage, which in turn
would generate higher
government revenues
through the expansion
of digital services.

must prepare in ad-
vance so consumers
have suitable devices

figures show monthly
production of 1.2m
smartphones and 1.5m

speakers will remain the
same, but the upgraded
motherboard contain-

SWABI:  Tobacco
purchasing companies
have slashed their
demand for the 2026 crop
by 13.183 million kg,
marking the fourth
consecutive year of
reduced requirements.
This cutback is expected
to result in significant
financial losses for local
tobacco farmers,
sources told Dawn on
Saturday.

Tobacco experts
noted that while
multinational and
national firms have the
capacity to store large
quantities of tobacco,
growers face major
challenges due to limited
financial resources and
storage options. The
inability to store crops
like Virginia and White
Patta tobacco means any
surplus must be sold
quickly, leaving growers
at the mercy of
fluctuating market
demand.

For 2026, the total
demand from tobacco
companies is set  at
61.627m kg, with 58.184m
kg of flue-cured Virginia
(FCV) tobacco, 0.360m
kg of dark air-cured
tobacco, 1.342m kg of
White Patta, 1.381m kg of
burley, and 0.360m kg of
sun-cured tobacco.

This marks a
significant reduction
from previous years, with

companies cutting their
demand by 23.873m kg
over the past four years.
In 2023, total demand
was 85.5m kg, which fell
to 77.322m kg in 2024,
74.810m kg in 2025, and
will drop to 61.627m kg
in 2026.

The bulk of tobacco
purchases is made by
multinational companies,
with a smaller portion
allocated to national
companies and smaller
tobacco entrepreneurs.
Among multinational
firms, Pakistan Tobacco
Company (PTC) and
Philip Morris (Pakistan)
Ltd are the largest
buyers, with a combined
demand of over 36m kg
of FCV tobacco in 2026.
The remaining FCV
demand will be met by 78

national companies,
including Khyber
Tobacco.

Shift  in tobacco
requirements

The Pakistan
Tobacco Board (PTB)
has noted that while
demand for FCV, dark air-
cured, and sun-cured
tobacco has decreased
in 2026, demand for
White Patta and burley
tobacco has increased
slightly. FCV tobacco
remains the primary
focus for both
multinational and
national companies,
given its use in cigarette
manufacturing and
export.

Iqbal Shewa, a
prominent tobacco
grower, stressed that
both multinational and

national companies are
primarily concerned with
FCV tobacco for export
and cigarette
production. To avoid
confusion during the
purchasing season, PTB
has instructed tobacco
companies and
landowners to formalise
agreements for the
upcoming year and share
those agreements with
the board.

Farmers have been
advised to grow tobacco
in line with these
agreements to avoid
complications during the
buying season.

Price discrepancies
and low profit

Ayaz Khan, a former
PTB director, explained
that companies are
reducing their demand

PM panel urges rupee adjustment
NEWS DESK : The
prime minister's panel on
industrialisation has rec-
ommended letting the
rupee gain its true value
to ensure a competitive
environment for export-
ers and revisiting trade
liberalisation to protect
domestic industries. The
private sector-led Work-
ing Group on
Industrialisation submit-
ted its recommenda-
tions to Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif this
week.

The panel's propos-
als are part of efforts to
revive an economy that
has stabilised but re-
mains far from regaining
momentum. According
to the proposal,  the
value of the rupee
should be linked with
the Real Effective Ex-
change Rate, a measure
of the weighted average
value of the local cur-
rency compared to the
inflation of trading part-
ners. The recommenda-
tion implies that the ru-
pee, currently traded at
around Rs281 to a dol-
lar, should be devalued
by about Rs11. The
REER in October was
104, indicating the rupee
was overvalued by 4%
or Rs11.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif has con-

stituted eight working
groups to revive the
economy and address
issues hampering for-
eign investment. The
task of managing these
groups has been given
to the Minister of State
for Finance Bilal Azhar
Kayani, who this week
arranged the meeting of
the working group on
industrialisation with the
PM. Leading industrial-
ist Saqib Sherazi chaired
the working group.

The group also rec-
ommended revisiting the
national tariff policy,
under which Pakistan
has committed to cut im-
port taxes and duties by
52% over five years.

Concerns have been
raised that such trade
liberalisation may ex-
pose local firms to sud-
den foreign competition
and shake the nascent
external stability due to
increase in imports.
However, the recom-
mendation to reverse
trade liberalisation runs
contrary to the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund
(IMF) and World Bank's
policy prescriptions for
Pakistan.

According to an of-
ficial statement, PM
Sharif directed relevant
ministries and depart-
ments to accelerate work
on integrating private-
sector proposals into a

unified industrial policy
framework, stressing
that coordinated deci-
sion-making was essen-
tial for sustainable eco-
nomic growth. The pre-
mier sought to translate
expert recommendations
into actionable reforms
without delay and
emphasised that eco-
nomic growth, employ-
ment generation, and in-
creased income were not
possible without indus-
trial development.

Last month,  the
minister of state for fi-
nance said the working
group's tangible recom-
mendations would be
taken up with the IMF
for its consent. The IMF

has said implementation
of the National Tariff
Policy would contribute
significantly to estab-
lishing a more coherent
policy critical for ex-
panding international
trade, investment, and
competitiveness.

The WB-IMF-
agreed National Tariff
Policy aims to phase out
additional customs du-
ties within four years
and regulatory duties
within five years.

 It  also seeks to
consolidate tariff slabs
and transition exemp-
tions to a more rules-
based framework. The
IMF's recent Gover-
nance and Corruption
Diagnostic Assessment
also stated that tariff re-
form under the National
Tariff Policy aims to re-
duce para-tariffs and dis-
cretionary exemptions,
as well as weaknesses in
enforcement and classi-
fication.

The working group
has also recommended
linking the State Bank of
Pakistan's key policy
rate with the inflation
rate, a prescription that
would require a signifi-
cant cut from the current
11% rate maintained by
the central bank, which
industry says is detri-
mental to growth.

17 school systems face CCP
action for forcing parents to buy

overpriced branded supplies
NEWS DESK: The Com-
petition Commission of
Pakistan (CCP) has
served show-cause no-
tices on 17 leading pri-
vate school systems for
allegedly treating 26 mil-
lion students as "captive
consumers" under a tie-
in arrangement by forc-
ing them to buy up to
280% more expensive
logo-bearing stationery
and uniforms.

The 17 schools are
found to be engaged in
tie-in practices by way
of mandatory use of
logo-bearing note-
books, workbooks and
school uniform, accord-
ing to an inquiry report
released by the CCP on
Friday.

The CCP issued the
show-cause notices to
schools for allegedly
abusing their dominant
position by forcing par-
ents to purchase expen-
sive, logo-branded note-
books, workbooks and
uniforms exclusively
from school-authorised
vendors, said a state-
ment issued by the com-
mission. The action has
been taken to safeguard
millions of school-going
children and their fami-
lies from unfair pricing
practices, it added.

The report revealed
that these schools, hav-
ing a total of 25.5 million
enrollments that com-

prise 47% of total stu-
dents in Pakistan, were
sell ing stationery at
prices higher by 53% to
280% than market prices.

"The school sys-
tems under scrutiny in-
clude Beaconhouse
School, the City School,
Headstart, Lahore Gram-
mar School, Froebel's,
Roots International,
Roots Millennium, KIPS,
Allied Schools,
SuperNova, Dar-e-
Arqam, STEP School,
Westminster Interna-
tional, United Charter
School and The Smart
School, among others,"
it said.

These school net-
works operate hundreds
of campuses nationwide
and educate millions of
students, giving them
considerable influence
over enrolled families,
said the antitrust watch-
dog. The buyer is forced
to purchase the tied
product. The inquiry re-
port  stated that the
schools have adopted
the practice of printing
their logo-bearing
school supplies and ap-
pointed vendors and
distributors. The exclu-
sive vendors and dis-
tributors indicate that
each school has been
engaged in the produc-
tion, distribution and
supply of tied products
in the relevant market.

"Each school has
designed its policies in
a way that students are
compelled to use the
tied products," said the
inquiry.

The CCP said that
"there were eight school
systems where the differ-
ence in quoted prices
and prices of notebooks
offered by these schools
was more than 50%,
which increased to 280%
in case of some
schools".

It compared retail
prices with general, off-
the-shelf notebooks to
analyse the additional
cost and margins in the
supply chain. The analy-
sis revealed price differ-
ences ranging from over
50% to 150%.

The inquiry re-
vealed that parents were
mandated to buy logo-
bearing notebooks,
workbooks, uniforms
and other ancillary prod-
ucts from school-
authorised outlets. In
several instances,
schools sold compul-
sory "study packs"
through online portals
or designated vendors,
with students prohibited
from using generic note-
books or uniforms from
the open market. The re-
port concluded that lead-
ing school systems were
engaged in tying ar-
rangements.

IMF opposes purchasing rule
tweaks

NEWS DESK: :The In-
ternational Monetary
Fund (IMF) has slammed
federal and Punjab gov-
ernments for amending
public procurement rules
to award contracts to
state departments with-
out bidding and ob-
serves that some of
these firms are sublet-
ting the contracts to pri-
vate companies in an
opaque manner.

The IMF has asked
Pakistan to end prefer-
ences for state-owned
enterprises (SOEs), in-
cluding the provisions
that allow direct con-
tracting,  within one
year. Preferences, such
as these, serve to dis-
rupt competition, are
vulnerable to abuse and
increase the risk of cor-
ruption, it said in re-
marks on the
government's procure-
ment system.

In its Governance
and Corruption Diag-
nostic Assessment, the
global lender termed de-
cisions of the govern-
ment of Punjab to amend
public procurement rules
to award contracts to
SOEs without competi-
tive bidding "unfortu-
nate". The IMF ob-
served that "there ap-
pears to be an extensive

Minister keen to diversify
trade with Netherlands

NEWS DESK: Federal
Minister for Commerce
Jam Kamal Khan, while
welcoming the new
Netherlands ambassa-
dor, has stated that there
is immense room for di-
versification of bilateral
trade.

"There is huge po-
tential to enhance ex-
ports of agricultural and
food products from Pa-
kistan. A lot can be ex-
plored to improve pro-
ductivity as well as qual-
ity," he remarked in a
meeting with Ambassa-
dor Robert-Jan Siegert.

In the agriculture
sector, rice is an impor-
tant crop and a key ex-
port earner for Pakistan,
including supplies to
the Netherlands.

The minister also
underscored the impor-
tance and potential of
services sector.

"Given the youth
bulge in Pakistan, the
services sector can sur-
pass goods exports very
easily and in a lesser
time," he said and
praised the Netherlands-
based Jazz Telecom and
its role in digital finan-
cial integration of rural
population.

Khan mentioned
that after the 18th Con-
stitutional Amendment

many subjects had been
shifted to provinces,
however, the Ministry of
Commerce was coordi-
nating and sensitising all
the stakeholders.

The commerce min-
ister highlighted that Pa-
kistan was working to ex-
pand its dairy and meat
sector and enhance their
exports. He explored the
possibility of technol-
ogy sharing between
the Netherlands and Pa-
kistan, responding to
which the ambassador
said that there were sev-
eral projects, particularly
drone-assisted efficient
water management, that
could be helpful to Paki-
stan.

The envoy men-
tioned that they were
discussing dates for
starting a formal round
of discussions to explore
new areas and opportu-
nities of coordination
and bilateral interaction.
With reference to the up-
coming visit of a
Generalised Scheme of
Preferences (GSP) moni-
toring mission, he hoped
that the interaction
would improve relations
between the European
Union (EU) and Paki-
stan.

The ambassador
pointed out that previ-

ously Dutch companies
were facing hardships in
the repatriation of divi-
dends, but the issue has
now been resolved with
the cooperation of Paki-
stani stakeholders. He
was optimistic that im-
proved macroeconomic
conditions would win
the confidence of for-
eign investors.

Commerce Secre-
tary Jawad Paul, who
was present in the meet-
ing, remarked that the EU
had just one scheme of
interaction with Paki-
stan, which was GSP
Plus.

 He assured the am-
bassador that Pakistan
was committed to fulfill-
ing all the obligations
considering it was in its
own interest to do so.

The secretary
raised the issue of with-
drawal of EU conces-
sions on ethanol. In this
regard, the industry as-
sociation has appealed
to the EU to address the
complaint.

He requested the
ambassador to take their
appeal into consider-
ation and mentioned
that applications for the
Geographical Indication
of Basmati rice had been
filed by both India and
Pakistan.

for the 2026 crop in part
because of the price
discrepancy between
the weighted average
price (WAP) and the
minimum indicative price
(MIP). The WAP for the
current year was set at
Rs 719 per kg, while the
MIP for surplus tobacco
was set at Rs 545 per kg.
Companies, Mr Khan
said, profited from
purchasing surplus
tobacco at  the MIP,
which was Rs174.8 less
than the WAP, resulting
in significant savings for
them but at the expense
of the growers.

This year’s surplus
tobacco amounted to
35.35m kg, which allowed
companies to profit by
Rs6.17 billion, a windfall
that was not shared with
the farmers.

In contrast , the
farmers have faced
significant losses. The
lower purchase prices
have put them in a
difficult financial
position, with many
reliant on tob-acco
cultivation for their
annual income.

Surging exports
Despite the reduced

demand for domestic
consumption, tobacco
exports have seen a
marked increase. In 2023-
24, Pakistan exported
20m kg of tobacco, rising
to 47m kg in 2024-25.

practice of sub-con-
tracting to private firms
in opaque and
unmonitored transac-
tions. It is perhaps an
understatement to ob-
serve that corruption
vulnerabilities are high
in contracting pro-
cesses that feature direct
negotiation".

It added that the de-
cision to amend rules for
direct contracting has
undermined the core
principles of competition
in public procurements.
These observations
have highlighted the un-
checked practice of giv-
ing contracts, particu-
larly in the infrastructure
sector, to government
entities on the grounds
of being time sensitive
and in public interest.

The IMF said that
the 2023 National Risk
Assessment (NRA) has
identified corruption as
a major predicate offense
for money laundering
and high-risk sectors in-
clude banking, real es-
tate, construction, politi-
cally exposed persons
and public procurement.
"Unfortunately, amend-
ments introduced in
public procurement rules
at the federal govern-
ment level and in Punjab
province have under-

mined core principles of
open competition," it
said.

The IMF added that
these amendments have
provided for the award
of contracts to SOEs
without competit ion
when projects are con-
sidered time sensitive
and in the public inter-
est. It pointed out that it
was not possible to
quantify the number and
value of contracts di-
rectly negotiated with
state-owned firms.

 "Anecdotal stories
in the media have fre-
quently highlighted
high-value contracts
that have been assigned
in this fashion and the
tendency for contractual
costs to exceed expecta-
tions."

The IMF said that
public procurement re-
mains fragmented and
privileges state parties,
who are able to capture
markets and rents from
their favored status.

Sovereign Wealth
Fund

The report revealed
that the government has
finally given assurance
to the IMF that it will
withdraw the exemption
from the applicability of
the SOE Act to the Sov-
ereign Wealth Fund.
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South Africa 247-6 as Kuldeep Yadav
keeps India in the fight

PCB’s public spat ends after Rashid
Latif ‘unconditionally’ withdraws

comments against board
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Nawaz, Sahibzada star as Pakistan romp to seven-wicket
victory against Sri Lanka

Pakistan Shaheens edge Sri Lanka ‘A’ to make final of
Asia Cup Rising Stars Champ-ionship

that his “principal con-
tention” was related to
potential violations of
the advisories issued by
the Pakistani govern-
ment. “At  no point,
whether inadvertently or
deliberately, have I ever
sought or intended to
implicate any individual
including players, board
members, or other stake-
holders in wrongdoing,”
Latif said.

He admitted “an er-
ror of judgement” when
he commented on the re-
moval of Rizwan from
ODI captaincy.

“I acknowledge that
I made an unwarranted
reference to Mohammad
Rizwan’s public support
for Palestine as a poten-
tial factor in his removal
from captaincy.

“Upon further re-
flection, I recognise that
this assumption was in-
appropriate, unfounded,
and not supported by
any credible evidence.”

Latif said he deeply
regretted any distress or
offence that his com-
ments may have caused

Italy edge into Davis Cup final
with epic tie-break

NEWS DSEK:Ghazi
Ghori’s solid batting
backed by Sufiyan
Muqeem’s spin and all-
round show from Saad
Masood steered Paki-
stan Shaheens to a thrill-
ing five-run victory over
Sri Lanka ‘A’ in the
semi-final of the Asia
Cup Rising Stars
Champ-ionship here at
the West End Park Inter-
national Cricket Stadium
on Friday.

The Irfan Khan-led
Pakistan now face
Bangla-desh ‘A’ in the
final on Sunday.

Sri Lanka started
the 154-run chase ag-
gressively hammering 29
runs in the first two
overs, fuelled by Lasith
Croo-spulle’s explosive
27 from seven balls.
Shahid Aziz halted the
early onslaught by re-
moving the right-hander
in the second over.

Vishen Halambage
then attempted to
stabilise the innings, as
he stitched useful part-
nerships with Nishan
Madushka and
Nuwanidu Fernando.
But his dismissal by

Sufiyan for 29 triggered
a collapse.

Sri  Lanka ‘A’
tumbled from 70-3 to 99-
8 in just over five overs.

Milan Rathnayake
kept the contest alive
with a fighting 40 off 32

balls. Sri Lanka ‘A’
needed eight off the fi-
nal four deliveries but
the Pakistan bowlers
held their nerve to re-
strict them to 148-9.

Sufiyan and Saad
took three wickets each

while Ahmed Daniyal,
Shahid Aziz and Ubaid
Shah claimed one apiece.

Earlier after being
sent in to bat, Shaheens
posted a fighting 153-9
off the stipulated overs
thanks to Ghazi’s re-
sponsible batting.

Wicket-keeper/bat-
ter Ghazi top-scored
with an unbeaten 39 off
36 laced with two fours
and one six.

Maaz Sadaqat con-
tributed 23 off 11, hitting
two fours and two huge
sixes. Ahmed Danyal
and Saad contributed 22
runs each, while
Mohammad Naeem
made 16.

For Sri  Lanka,
Pramod Madushan
picked up four wickets
and Traveen Mathew
three,  while Dunith
Wellalage and Milan
Rathnayake took one
wicket each.

NEWS DESK: Double
defending champions
Italy beat Belgium 2-0 on
Friday in Bologna after
Flavio Cobolli won a 32-
point tiebreak to set up
a Davis Cup final with ei-
ther Spain or Germany.

Former Wimbledon
finalist Matteo Berrettini
overcame Raphael
Collignon 6-3, 6-4 to
give Italy the lead.

 Then team leader
Cobolli beat Zizou Bergs
6-3, 6-7 (5/7), 7-6 (17/15).

“It’s really tough to
say something about
this match,” Cobolli said.

“I played for all of
my team, my family, and
it’s one of the best days
of my life.”

The match took just
over three hours in a
noisy stadium in Bolo-
gna where the 23-year-
old Cobolli only broke
serve once, in the first
set

Neither player con-
ceded a break point in
the second set, which
Bergs clinched in a tie-
break.

Growing increas-
ingly aggressive, the
Belgian earned three
break points early in the
third set and a fourth at
4-4.

But Cobolli  re-
sponded each time with
a supersonic first serves
to clear the danger, then
earned two match points
in the following game.

The Belgian right-
hander saved himself
with two aces but then
failed to convert his fifth
break point at 5-5, forc-
ing another tiebreak.

In the nail-biting 32-
point tiebreak Cobolli
saved seven match
points before winning
with a final ace.

“In the five years
I’ve been captain, I’ve

to the general public or
to the PCB more specifi-
cally. “I offer my sincere
apologies for any unin-
tended harm arising from
my remarks which I with-
draw unconditionally
and affirm that no such
harm was ever in-
tended,” he continued in
his post. “Going for-
ward, I shall endeavour
to ensure that my public
commentary remains
measured, evidence-
based, and free from
conjecture, particularly
when addressing mat-
ters of sensitivity or is-
sues that may carry sig-
nificant implications.”

The 57-year-old,
who often appears on
TV as a sports analyst,
further said: “I am an
advocate of responsible
broadcasting, research-
based journalism, and
objective analysis.

“Having had the
honour of serving as
captain of the Pakistan
national cricket team, I
hold the reputation and
dignity of the country in
the highest regard and

never seen anything like
it,” said captain Filippo
Volandri.

“This match was in-
credible; in the end, it
was 5 per cent tactics
and 95 per cent heart.”

It was Italy’s 13th
consecutive succesful
tiebreak in the Davis
Cup,

 a competition in
which it is undefeated
since September 2023.

Italy are playing
without Jannik Sinner
and Lorenzo Musetti.

Spain and Germany
will face off in the sec-
ond semi-final on Satur-
day.

On Thursday, the
Spanish came back from
one match down to beat
the Czech Republic 2-1,
while Germany — and
world number three
Alexander Zverev —
saw off Argentina by the
same scoreline.

NEWS DESK: Former
Pakistan Test captain
Rashid Latif ended the
saga he began after
apologising on Saturday
for fiery comments made
against the Pakistan
Cricket Board’s (PCB)
policies, which he
termed “an error of
judgement”.

Latif’s comments
on surrogate advertising
and removal of
Mohammad Rizwan from
ODI captaincy had
prompted PCB to lodge
a complaint against the
former captain with the
National Cyber Crime In-
vestigation Agency
(NCCIA), which sum-
moned Latif to appear
before an investigation
officer at its Lahore of-
fice  on Nov 17.

Later, Rashid had
also moved the
Islamabad High Court
against the inquiry, term-
ing it illegal and saying
it was issued without
lawful authority and was
liable to be quashed.

In a lengthy post on
X today, Latif clarified

NEWS DESK: Spinner
Mohammad Nawaz set it
up for Pakistan before
opener Sahibzada
Farhan finished it off to
the joy of a packed
crowd at the Rawalpindi
Cricket Stadium.

With Nawaz (3-16)
weaving his magic with
the ball, including two
wickets in two balls, in
the Twenty20 tri-nation
clash,  Pakistan re-
stricted Sri Lanka to 128-
7 before romping to their
target with 4.3 overs to
spare in their Twenty20
tri-nation series clash on
Saturday.

Sahibzada led the
batting effort with his
sixth T20 half-century,
hitting five sixes and six
fours in an explosive 80
not out off 45 balls, as
Pakistan eased to a six-
wicket victory that made
in two in two for the
hosts, who beat Zimba-
bwe by five wickets in
the series opener.

Sri Lanka, mean-
while, have no wins in
two with the defeat fol-
lowing a humbling at the
hands on Zimbabwe on

Thursday.
But it had seemed all

so different at the start
when skipper Dasun
Shunaka won the toss
and elected to bat with
openers Kamil Mishara
and Pathum Nissanka
tearing into Pakistan’s
bowling with the latter
cutting away Salman
Mirza for four on the first
ball of their innings.

Mishara then pulled
Mohammad Waseem Jr,
in for the injured
Shaheen Shah Afridi, for
six and then smashed
Salman for a four and a
six off consecutive de-
liveries in the third over.

Mishara then
slashed at  Faheem
Ashraf and got a top-
edge that ran for four but
his enterprising 22 off
12 ended on the next ball
when he was undone by
the change of pace and
found Fakhar Zaman at
mid-off.

One-drop Kusal
Mendis, didn’t last long
as he was run out in an
attempt to scamper a
quick two and Sri Lanka
ended the powerplay at

44-2 after the incoming
Kusal Perera pulled
Faheem away past mid-
on for four.

Spinner Abrar
bowled an expensive
first over, giving away
11 — four of them wides,
with Perera raising Sri

Lanka’s 50 with his sec-
ond four. But Abrar hit
back in his second over,
having Nissanka caught
at long-off for a sluggish
23-ball 17 and Sri Lanka
trudged to 65-3 by the
midway point of their in-
nings.

Perera, who made
25 off 19, welcomed Saim
Ayub into the attack
with a six over deep
square leg but Nawaz’s
double-wicket burst left
Sri Lanka reeling. First
Perera was cleaned up
with a ball that was

tossed outside off but
turned enough to find a
way between bat and
pad and hit the off-
stump before Shanaka
was sent packing in simi-
lar fashion.

From 78-3, Sri Lanka
slipped to 86-6 when

Nawaz had Kamindu
Mendis caught thanks
to a superb display of
athleticism by Waseem
in the deep.

A first boundary in
six overs came when
Janith Liyanage, who hit
a valiant 41 not out,
lifted Abrar straight back
over his head for six on
the first ball of the 17th
and as Sri Lanka crossed
100, Wanindu
Hasaranga got a four
over extra cover two
balls later.

An upper-cut for
off Waseem got
Liyanage his first four
and he followed it up
with another off Salman
in the penultimate over
before Hasaranga (11)
holed out in the deep.

Liyanage, though,
couldn’t give Sri Lanka
the lift they were look-
ing for in the last over
with just seven coming
off it. Pakistan got off to
a flyer in the chase, Saim
(20) getting the first
boundary when he dis-
patched a full toss by
Eshan Malinga and the
left-hander ended the

second over with two
fours through the
offside.

Sahibzada got on
the act,  lift ing
Hasaranga over mid-off
for four and then hitting
Dushmantha Chameera
for a four and six — over
square leg.

Saim sliced Shanaka
for four to bring up his
1000 runs in T20Is but
was stumped two balls
later.

Sahibzada, though,
was unfazed by losing
his opening partner;
crashing Vijayakanth
Viyaskanth for four as
Pakistan ended the
powerplay at 53-1.

A glorious cover
drive by Sahibzada off
Malinga ended a 24-ball
boundary drought and
Pakistan were well-
placed after ending the
first 10 overs at 68-1.

Viyaskanth was
then crashed by
Sahibzada for a four and
six, both in the square
leg area, off consecutive
balls before the right-
hander raised his half-
century off 33 balls.

would never intention-
ally act in a manner that
could bring disrepute
upon it.

“I endeavour to
participate in public dis-
course in a manner that
is fair, balanced, and
constructive.”

Former PCB chair-
man Najam Sethi came
to Latif’s defence, albeit
untimely. In a now-de-
leted post on X, Sethi
said he was “shocked at
the trumped up FIA
against Latif” and urged
cricket administrators
“to desist from such re-
pressive tactics and ex-
pect the judiciary to pro-
tect our freedoms”.

PCB Chairman
Mohsin Naqvi re-
sponded to Sethi on X
for his “misplaced, ill-
timed, and factually in-
correct” comments.

“The PCB’s action
against Rashid Latif was
never about silencing
criticism, it was about
addressing the deliber-
ate spread of false and
defamatory allegations,”
he said in a post on X.

NEWS DESK: South
Africa’s top order pro-
duced a string of cam-
eos to guide the world
champions to 247 for
six with spinner
Kuldeep Yadav lead-
ing India’s fightback
on day one of the sec-
ond and final Test in
Guwahati on Saturday.

Aiden Markram
and Ryan Rickleton
combined in an open-
ing stand of 82 to give
the tourists the start
they were looking for
after skipper Temba
Bavuma won the toss
and elected to bat.

Bavuma and
Tristan Stubbs then
raised 84 runs for the
third wicket even
though both missed the
fifty mark.

India managed to
keep a check on the
run rate but Senuran
Muthusamy (25) and
Kyle Verreynne (one)
will return on Sunday
with South Africa eye-
ing a 300-plus total.

“A bit disappoint-
ing in the end there,”
Stubbs told the official
broadcasters.

“I think all of us in
the top six got in and
no ones really made
that big one. “It [the
pitch] wasn’t free-
flowing. You felt com-
fortable, but the
scoreboard wasn’t
going anywhere.”

Due to the early
sunrise and fast-fad-
ing light in northeast
India, the normal re-
freshment order has
been flipped for the
match, scheduling the
tea break ahead of
lunch in the first-ever
Test at Barsapara
Cricket Stadium.

Having won the
series opener inside

three days on a spin-
ning track in Kolkata,
Bavuma elected to bat
on a pitch that had a
fair amount of grass
coverage and no
cracks from where
the ball could kick up.

Markram (38) got
a reprieve on four
when Jasprit Bumrah
drew an edge but KL
Rahul floored the
catch at slip.

India’s stand-in
captain Rishabh Pant,
leading the side in the
absence of injured
skipper Shubman Gill,
introduced spin in the

14th over but Wash-
ington Sundar was un-
able to make an im-
mediate impact.

Left-arm wrist-
spinner Kuldeep
joined Sundar from the
other end but the
openers would still not
be separated.

Pant then brought
back Bumrah for one
final over before the
tea break and the de-
cision paid off,
Markram’s thick in-
side edge sending the

ball crashing into his
stumps.

Rickelton (35)
could not press on af-
ter the tea break and
fell caught behind to
Kuldeep (3-48).

Bavuma (41) was
compact in his de-
fence, while Stubbs
(49) used his feet well
against the Indian
spinners. South Africa
were cruising at 166-
2 before India struck
back with their spin-
ners to halt the tour-
ists’ progress in the fi-
nal session.

Ravindra Jadeja

broke through with his
left-arm spin to dismiss
in-form Bavuma, who
scored the only fifty in
the opener in Kolkata,
after the batter
chipped to mid-off.

Stubbs attempted
to keep up the tempo
as he hit Jadeja for a
six but soon Kuldeep
had him caught at slip
and then sent back
Wiaan Mulder (13)
even as South Africa
became the first team
to breach the 200-

mark in the two-Test
series.

Armed with the
second new ball,
Mohammed Siraj cut
short Tony de Zorzi’s
knock of 28 in fading
light.

India’s assistant
coach Ryan ten
Doeschate said it was
an “even day”.

“I think it was just
good old-fashioned
attritional Test
cricket,” Ten
Doeschate told report-
ers.

“And I thought
both sides accounted

for themselves very
well.

I thought we
stuck at it brilliantly.
Just when the game
was slipping away, a
couple of times we
managed to get a foot-
hold back into the
game.”

South Africa, who
recently drew 1-1 in
Pakistan, are chasing
a first series win in
India since Hansie
Cronje’s team tri-
umphed there in 2000.
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Tejas crash dampens export hopes for Indian fighter jet
Monday,November.24.2025 DAILY QUETTA VOICE

FO slams Israeli attacks in Gaza as ‘blatant
violation of international law’

NEWS DESK: The crash
of India's Tejas fighter in
front of global arms buy-
ers at the Dubai Airshow
is the latest blow to a
key national trophy,
leaving the jet reliant on
Indian military orders to
sustain its role as a
showcase of home-built
defence technology.

The cause of
Friday's crash was not
immediately known but
it capped a week of jock-
eying for influence at
the event, attended by
India's arch-rival Paki-
stan six months after the
neighbouring foes faced
off in the world's largest
air battle in decades.

Such a public loss
will inevitably over-
shadow India's efforts to
establish the jet abroad
after a painstaking de-
velopment over four de-
cades, experts said, as
India paid tribute to
Wing Commander
Namansh Syal who died
in the crash. Crash at
showcase event in
Dubai

"The imagery is
brutal," said Douglas A.
Birkey, executive director
of the US-based Mitchell
Institute for Aerospace

India is also weigh-
ing competing offers
from the US and Russia
for 5th-generation F-35
and Su-57 fighters - two
advanced models also
rarely sharing a stage in
Dubai this week.

India has for years
been among the world's
biggest arms importers,
but has increasingly
projected the Tejas as an
example of self-reliance,
with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi taking a
sortie in the fighter in
November 2023.

Like most fighter
programmes, the Tejas
has fought for attention
at the intersection of
technology and diplo-
macy. Development was
initially held up partly by
sanctions following
India's 1998 nuclear
tests as well as problems
in developing local en-
gines, said Walter
Ladwig, an associate fel-
low at the Royal United
Services Institute in
London.

But the jet's long-
term significance is
"likely to lie less in sales
abroad than in the indus-
trial and technological
base it creates for India's

future combat-aircraft
programmes," he said.

Both India and Pa-
kistan were present in
force at the show, where
the Tejas performed
multiple aerial displays
in the presence of the ri-
val Pakistani contin-
gent. Pakistan disclosed
the signing of a provi-
sional agreement with a
"friendly country" to
supply its JF-17 Thunder
Block III fighter, co-de-
veloped with China.

On the ramp, a JF-
17 was flanked by arms,
including PL-15E, the
export variant of a fam-
ily of Chinese missiles
that US and Indian offi-
cials say brought down
at least one French
Rafale used by India
during an aerial battle
with Pakistan in May. At
an exhibition stand,
manufacturer PAC dis-
tributed brochures tout-
ing the JF-17, one of two
models deployed by Pa-
kistan during the four-
day conflict, as "battle-
tested".

India is a lot more
careful with the Tejas,
which was not actively
used in the four-day
conflict in May.

Studies, referring to the
history of crashes at air
shows where nations
and industries seek to
tout major national
achievements.

"A crash sends
quite the opposite sig-
nal: a dramatic failure,"
he said, adding, how-
ever, that while the Tejas
would suffer negative
publicity, it would most
likely regain momentum.

Dubai is the world's
third-largest air show
after Paris and Britain's
Farnborough, and acci-
dents at such events
have become increas-
ingly rare.

In 1999, a Russian
Sukhoi Su-30 crashed
after touching the
ground during a ma-
noeuvre at  the Paris
Airshow, and a Soviet
MiG-29 crashed at the
same event a decade ear-
lier. All crew ejected
safely and India went on
to place orders for both
jets. Fighter sales "are
driven by high order po-
litical realities, which su-
persede a one-off inci-
dent," said Birkey.

The Tejas
programme began in the
1980s as India sought to

replace vintage Soviet-
origin MiG-21s, the last
of which retired as re-
cently as September af-
ter numerous extensions
due to slow Tejas deliv-
eries by Hindustan Aero-
nautics Ltd.

The state-owned
company has 180 of the
advanced Mk-1A vari-
ant on order domesti-
cally, but has yet to be-
gin deliveries due to en-
gine supply chain issues

at GE Aerospace.
A former HAL ex-

ecutive who left the
company recently said
the crash in Dubai
"rules out exports for
now". Target markets in-
cluded Asia, Africa, and
Latin America, and HAL
also opened an office in
Malaysia in 2023.

"The focus for the
coming years would be
on boosting production
of the fighter for domes-

tic use," the former ex-
ecutive said, requesting
anonymity.

But the Indian Air
Force is worried about
its shrinking fighter
squadrons, which have
fallen to 29 from an ap-
proved strength of 42,
with early variants of the
MiG-29, Anglo-French
Jaguar and French Mi-
rage 2000 set to retire in
the coming years.

"The Tejas was sup-

posed to be their replace-
ment," an IAF officer
said. "But it is facing
production issues".

As an alternative,
India is considering off-
the-shelf purchases to
fill immediate gaps, with
options including more
French Rafales, two In-
dian defence officials
said, adding that India
still plans to add to
about 40 Tejas already in
service.

In Ukraine's 'kill-zone', robots are a lifeline to
troops trapped on perilous eastern front

NEWS DESK: "The toy
is delivered," a Ukrai-
nian soldier whispers
into the radio.

In the dead of night,
he and his partner move
quickly to roll out their
cargo from a van. Speed
is crucial as they are
within the range of
deadly Russian drones.

The fifth brigade's
new "toy" is an un-
manned ground vehicle
(UGV), a robot that pro-
vides a lifeline for Ukrai-
nian troops at the front
in Pokrovsk and
Myrnograd, a strategic
hub in eastern
Ukraine.Russian forces
are relentlessly trying to
cut off Ukraine's supply
routes in the area.

Without fresh food
and ammunition,
Ukraine's frontline sol-
diers would face a
choice of either surren-
der or a costly retreat.

Kyiv has sent spe-
cial forces, elite assault
units and drone groups
to reinforce its troops in
and around Pokrovsk,
but Russia's grip on
routes into the city
means going in with
armoured vehicles
would bring almost cer-
tain death. Transporting
heavy supplies on foot
would be just as danger-
ous. This is where the
robot, also known as a
land drone, comes in
place of traditional troop
deployments.

The battle of
Pokrovsk will probably
go down in history as
the first in which un-
manned ground vehicles
were used on a mass
scale, largely to deliver
supplies and evacuate
wounded. The robot is
small enough to squeeze
into a bicycle lane and
looks like a mini tank
without a turret.

UGVs are difficult to
spot, they are harder to
jam than an aerial drone
and, most importantly,

soldiers can operate
them remotely from a
safer location.

They save soldiers'
lives and are the future
of the army, according to
Ihor, the head of un-
manned systems for the
7th Corps of the Ukrai-
nian army.

About 90% of all
supplies for Pokrovsk
frontline are now deliv-
ered by UGVs, he says.

Meanwhile, Rus-
sian forces are trying to
capture the city by chok-
ing the supply chains
and relentlessly launch-
ing remote-controlled
drones to target any-
thing that moves in what
is widely called "the kill-
zone".

This 30km-wide
stretch of territory along
the frontline is within

detected and attacked,
by drones as well as
conventional weapons
such as artillery, mortar
rounds and aerial bombs.

It's a situation that
military doctor Vitsik and
his land drone operator
Auditor know only too
well. These are their call
signs,  not their real
names.

When they tried to
evacuate wounded
Ukrainian soldiers from
Pokrovsk last month
they were quickly spot-
ted and had only sec-
onds to rush to a nearby
house to escape the buzz
of Russian drones.

"One drone after
another attacked us,"
Vitsik recalls. "As soon
as the drone hit  the
ground and exploded,
immediately the next one

reach of drones from
both sides. Constant
aerial reconnaissance
means any movement in
the kill-zone is quickly

appeared. They also
fired from artillery and
mortars trying to kill us."

The walls Vitsik
and Auditor hid behind

Tunisians protest against political,
economic conditions

shook with each explo-
sion. The barrage lasted
for 59 minutes and they
eventually slipped into a
neighbouring building
and escaped.

Inside Pokrovsk the
drone threat from above
is ever present.

"We run from one
bush to another, from
one house to another,
from one street to an-
other," says Vitsik.

Thanks to those
"first-person view"
drones, Russian troops
are close to cutting off
all routes leading to
Pokrovsk.

They claim to have
surrounded the entire
area, but Kyiv has re-
peatedly denied that.

The head of
Ukraine's HUR intelli-
gence agency, Kyrylo

Budanov, has told local
media the situation in
Pokrovsk is "extremely
difficult" but Ukraine is
"still holding on there".

NEWS DESK: The For-
eign Office (FO) on Sun-
day strongly con-
demned the continued
Israeli attacks across the
Gaza Strip as a “blatant
violation of interna-
tional law”.

Despite a ceasefire
signed by Israel and
Hamas on October 9, Is-
raeli forces have contin-
ued to regularly bom-
bard Gaza with airstrikes,
with the latest attack on
Saturday leaving at least
21 dead in the territory.

A statement issued
by the FO today said,
“Pakistan condemns, in
the strongest possible
terms, the attacks by Is-
raeli occupying forces
across Gaza.”

It added that the at-
tacks had reportedly re-
sulted in the deaths of
several Palestinian civil-
ians and left many more
wounded. “Such actions
constitute a blatant vio-

lation of international
law, relevant UN resolu-
tions, and the recently
concluded peace agree-
ment at  Sharm el-
Sheikh,” the FO said.

It said that the at-
tacks also undermined
international efforts
aimed at achieving “last-
ing peace and stability”
in the region.

“The Government
of Pakistan reiterates its
call upon the interna-
tional community to take
immediate steps to end
Israeli impunity and
ceasefire violations, and
to uphold international
human rights and hu-
manitarian law,” the
statement said. It reaf-
firmed Pakistan’s prin-

cipled position in favour
of establishing “an inde-
pendent, sovereign, vi-
able, and contiguous
State of Palestine, based
on pre-June 1967 bor-
ders, with Al-Quds Al-
Sharif as its capital”.

Israel’s bombard-
ment of Gaza began on
October 7, 2023 and has
lasted over two years.

NEWS DESK: Thou-
sands of Tunisians
gathered on Saturday
in the capital to protest
against the jailing of
government critics, the
curtailing of liberties,
and economic condi-
tions in the North Af-
rican country.

At least 2,000
people, including ac-
tivists and political
party members,
marched for more
than two hours
through Tunis to dem-
onstrate "

against injustices"
at a rally organised by
the committee defend-
ing jailed lawyer
Ahmed Souab, AFP
journalists and wit-
nesses said.

The protest —
one of the largest in re-
cent months — made

symbolic stops in front
of the headquarters of
the Tunisian Chemical
Group,

 which has been
accused of releasing

'We worry more about food' say Venezuelans
living under threat of US military action

NEWS DESK: While
Nicolás Maduro's gov-
ernment lives on edge
under a military threat
from US President
Donald Trump, ordinary
Venezuelans spend their
time trying to figure out
what to eat each day.

It's Wednesday
morning at  Quinta
Crespo, a popular market
in downtown Caracas.
Here, a possible escala-
tion of the conflict is not
the main concern of
Venezuelans,  who
glance at the news while
checking their wallets to
find enough cash to pay.

"There's not going
to be an intervention,
nothing like that. What's
really troubling us is the
rise of the dollar,"
Alejandro Orellano tells
BBC Mundo as he
savours a coffee, waiting
for customers who never
seem to arrive.

In the past weeks,
Trump's government
has deployed thou-
sands of troops and mili-
tary assets to within
striking distance of Ven-
ezuela, including the
world's largest warship.
On Saturday, at least
four international airlines
cancelled flights into or
out of the country after
a Friday notice from US
aviation authorit ies
warned of "heightened
military activity in or
around Venezuela".

This comes after a
series of US airstrikes
against alleged drug
boats in the Caribbean
and eastern Pacific killed
more than 80 people.

It's part of a broader
effort the administration
says is necessary to
stem the flow of narcot-
ics into the US, but
Maduro insists the sa-
bre-rattling is designed
to push him out of office.

A l e j a n d r o
downplays the rhetoric
between Washington
and Caracas.

He's been selling
vegetables in this market
for five years. "Look,
look how empty this is,"
he insists, pointing to a
long, lonely aisle full of
fresh fruits and veg-
etables.

A Christmas carol
plays, but the festive at-
mosphere feels over-
shadowed.

The common enemy
of the people is here: the
sharp rise in food prices
and the lack of purchas-
ing power. In part, this
is due to the rapid depre-
ciation of the bolívar,
which will have lost 80%
of its value this year, ac-
cording to International
Monetary Fund (IMF)
figures.

A kilo of chicken,
for example, costs about
four times the official
monthly minimum wage.
And although the gov-
ernment offers bonuses
to retirees and public
workers, the money is
still not enough to cover
the basic food basket.

it!" she tells the BBC,
adding that worrying
about the spectre of war
doesn't help much.

"Is i t  true? Is i t
false? That just makes
you sick,  walking
around nervous, it's bet-
ter to stay calm. Emo-
tions can also affect
your health," continues
this retired university
professor who stil l
works.

"I haven't done any
panic buying; you need
a lot of money to do
that."

Two economists
living in Venezuela con-
sulted by the BBC for
this report preferred not
to comment for fear of
government reprisals.

"Inflation has
reached levels of around
20% monthly," another
expert who requested
anonymity pointed out.

The IMF projects a
548% price increase this
year and says it will be
worse in 2026, when it
could soar to 629% - the

lent, afraid they'll throw
us in jail. I used to post
things, but not anymore
- I shouldn't - because I
don't know who might
turn me in," a merchant
from Ciudad Bolívar (in
Bolívar state, south)
tells the BBC by phone.

"There's hope,
faith, but people are quiet
out of fear. You don't
hear anyone talking
about i t ; i t 's  just  at
home, with your family,
but there's a hint of joy,"
says the woman anony-
mously.

Much of society
avoids speaking openly
about issues that could
be sensit ive for
Maduro's government,
after a wave of arrests
followed anti-govern-
ment protests over the
disputed 2024 presiden-
tial elections, which
have been widely re-
jected by the interna-
tional community.

The opposition and
many countries, includ-
ing the US, rejected the

Consuelo, 74, is
sceptical about an armed
conflict with the US and
says Venezuelans can-
not afford to stock food
in preparation for a war.

"Let whatever hap-
pens happen! And that's

highest figure on the
continent. Others see a
potential US interven-
tion as an opportunity
for regime change but
are afraid to speak
openly about it.

"We're scared, si-

result and recognised
opposition candidate
Edmundo González as
the legitimate president-
elect. After the elections,
more than 2,000 people
were arrested, official
figures show.

harmful pollutants in
the southern city of
Gabes, and outside the
National Syndicate of
Tunisian Journalists
(SNJT).

The union last
month denounced
what it branded an
"unprecedented rise in
threats" to press free-
dom in Tunisia.


