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Outgoing CJCSC General Mirza pays
farewell visit to Field Marshal Asim Munir

NEWS DESK:

Outgoing Chairman Joint Chief
of Staff Committee (CJCSC)
General Sahir Shamshad
Mirza paid a farewell visit to
Chief of the Army Staff
(COAS) Field Marshal Asim
Munir at General Headquar-
ters (GHQ) in Rawalpindi, the
military’s media wing said on
Tuesday.

During the meeting, the
army chief commended Gen-

eral Mirza for his “exemplary
leadership, strategic foresight,
and dedicated service to the
Pakistan Armed Forces”, ac-
cording to the Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR).

“He (COAS) lauded the
CJCSC’s pivotal role in en-
hancing tri-services synergy,
strengthening joint operational
preparedness, and advancing
Pakistan’s national security
objectives at the strategic
level,” ISPR said.

Balochistan
High Court
Warns
Interior
Secretary,
Director
General FIA
of Contempt
in Akhtar
Mengal No-
Fly List Case
Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: The Balochistan High
Court on Tuesday heard a con-
tempt petition filed over the
government’s failure to remove
Sardar Akhtar Jan Mengal’s
name from the no-fly list de-
spite earlier court orders.

After detailed arguments
presented by Advocate Sajid
Tareen, the court directed the
Federal Secretary Interior and
the Director General of the FIA
to submit their affidavits by
next Monday.

The bench made it clear
that if the court’s directives are
not implemented by Monday
and Akhtar Mengal’s name is
not removed from the no-fly
list, contempt of court proceed-
ings will be initiated against
both senior officials.

Advocates Agha Hassan
Baloch, Jamil Ramzan, and sev-
eral others were also present
during the proceedings.

The case was heard by a
division bench comprising Jus-
tice Gul Hasan Tareen and Jus-
tice Sardar Ahmed Halimi.

Speaking to the media af-
ter the hearing, Advocate Sajid
Tareen said that such tactics
cannot silence the party leader-
ship or deter them from raising
their voice against injustice.

He added that if state insti-
tutions fail to honour judicial
orders, one may ask whether
this is the rule of law or the rule
of the jungle.

” He vowed that the
struggle against injustice would
continue inside and outside the
courts.

DG ISPR refutes
allegations
by Afghan
Taliban of
Pakistani airstrikes
in Afghanistan:
state media

Qaseem Shah:

Inter-Services Public Relations
(ISPR) Director General (DG) Lieu-
tenant General Ahmed Sharif
Chaudhry refuted allegations by
the Afghan Taliban on Tuesday
that Pakistan had conducted over-
night strikes in Afghanistan,
state media reported. The state-
ment by the head of the military’s
media wing came hours after the
Afghan Taliban spokesperson
accused Pakistan of attacks in
Khost, Kunar and Paktika prov-
inces. According to state broad-
caster Pakistan TV, the military
spokesperson refuted the claims
of conducting strikes inside Af-
ghanistan. “Pakistan Army has
not attacked civilians inside Af-
ghanistan,” it quoted him as say-
ing. “Whenever Pakistan attacks
someone, it announces it,” he
said, according to local media.

“In our view, there are no
good and bad Taliban,” he said,
adding that there was “no distinc-
tion” between terrorists.
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How Israel is leveraging legal tools and
development plans...
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Quetta Lawyers Protest 26th & 27th Amendments,
Call Them Threat to Democracy

NEWS DESK:

QUETTA: Lawyers in
Quetta held a strong protest
inside the judicial complex
against the 26th and 27th Con-
stitutional Amendments, de-
claring them a serious threat
to democratic values, judicial
independence, and citizens’
fundamental rights.

Led by senior lawyer and
political activist Ali Ahmed
Kurd, the protest drew a large
crowd of members of the le-
gal community. Carrying ban-
ners and placards, the lawyers
chanted slogans and rejected
the proposed amendments,
calling them an attempt to dis-
tort the constitutional frame-
work and disturb the balance
of power among state institu-
tions.

Speaking to the media, Ali
Ahmed Kurd said the amend-
ments violate the basic prin-
ciples of the Constitution and
weaken its “true spirit.” He
warned that the changes would

damage the separation of pow-
ers, disrupt institutional har-
mony, and weaken Pakistan’s
democratic structure. Accord-
ing to Kurd, the amendments
endanger the supremacy of the
Constitution, the independence

of the judiciary, and the civil
liberties of citizens.

The protesting lawyers
stressed that the amendments
would give excessive powers
to certain institutions, under-
mining the essential system of

checks and balances. They
cautioned that such measures
could promote authoritarian
tendencies and further derail
the democratic process.

One lawyer said the
amendments are “unconstitu-

tional and dangerous for the
future of Pakistan’s democ-
racy.

” The legal fraternity high-
lighted the need for broad con-
sensus, transparent debate,
and national consultation be-
fore making any constitutional
changes that affect the
country’s basic structure.

The lawyers demanded
that the government withdraw
the amendments immediately
and hold meaningful consulta-
tions with legal experts and
democratic stakeholders. They
also urged the public, civil so-
ciety, and political parties to
unite for the protection of the
Constitution and the upholding
of the rule of law.

The legal community
vowed to continue their prov-
ince-wide movement if their
demands remain unmet, reaf-
firming their commitment to
defending judicial indepen-
dence, constitutional su-
premacy, and democratic prin-
ciples in Pakistan.

Furthermore, Field Mar-
shal Munir also highlighted
General Mirza’s contributions
towards regional stability, mili-
tary diplomacy, and the
strengthening of Pakistan’s
partnerships with friendly
countries, as per ISPR’s state-
ment.

“General [Mirza] ex-
pressed gratitude to the COAS
and the armed forces for the
support extended during his
career,” the statement said.

“Upon arrival at GHQ, the
CJCSC laid a floral wreath at
Yadgar-e-Shuhada and was
presented a guard of honour
by a smartly turned-out con-
tingent of the Pakistan Army.”

Earlier this month, the na-
tional security establishment
was restructured through
Amendment in Article 243 of
the Constitution and the sub-
sequent changes in the legis-
lations governing Army, Air
Force and Navy.

The legislation also abol-
ished the office of CJCSC, the
tri-service post designed to
maintain institutional balance
and coordination within the
armed forces.

The dissolution of the
chairman’s office, effective
November 27,

would formally end nearly
five decades of joint-service
representation in armed forces
decision-making at least dur-
ing war time.

DG ISPR
refutes
allegations
by Afghan
Taliban of
P a k i s t a n i
airstrikes in
Afghanistan:
state media

A f g h a n
Taliban
r e g i m e
accuses
Pakistan
of over-
night air
strikes
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How Long Will Quetta Pay the Price
for SSGC and Federal Negligence?

Illegal Israeli Attack on Gaza Hospital Sparks
Outcry over Violation of Human Rights

By Samiullah:
In recent years, the Is-
rael-Palestine conflict
has witnessed numer-
ous escalations, result-
ing in the tragic loss of
countless lives and ex-
tensive damage to in-
frastructure. Among
the most shocking in-
cidents in this ongoing
conflict is the illegal
Israeli attack on a hos-
pital in Gaza, which
has sparked interna-
tional outrage and un-
derscores the pressing
need for international
intervention to protect
the most vulnerable
individuals caught in
the crossfire.

dren, the wounded,
and the elderly, were
directly affected by
this grave violation of
international law.
Lives were lost, and
the injured faced dire
circumstances with
limited access to
medical care. More-

over, such actions fur-
ther fuel the cycle of
violence in the region,
making it increasingly
difficult to achieve a
peaceful resolution to
the conflict.

The United Na-
tions and powerful na-
tions must step up and
play a pivotal role in
addressing the Israel-
Palestine conflict. The
concept that “the en-
emy of my enemy is
my friend” has been a
longstanding principle

in international rela-
tions. In this context, it
should translate into a
resolute commitment
to safeguard the rights
and safety of the most
vulnerable. Powerful
nations should exert
diplomatic pressure on
the conflicting parties

in his timeless work
“History of the
Peloponnesian War,”
underscored the im-
portance of rules in
times of war and
peace. He argued that
upholding these rules
is not a sign of weak-
ness but an essential

element of the interna-
tional order. The at-
tack on a hospital in
Gaza stands as a bla-
tant violation of these
principles and under-
scores the necessity of
enforcing them.

To Sum Up:
The illegal Israeli

attack on a hospital in
Gaza serves as a stark
reminder of the tragic
consequences that the
Israel-Palestine con-
flict continues to im-
pose on innocent lives.
It is imperative for the
international commu-
nity to unite in its ef-
forts to promote peace,
protect the most vul-
nerable,  and ensure
the principles of war
and peace are upheld.

As Thucydides
noted, these principles
are not a sign of weak-
ness but the corner-
stone of a just and hu-
mane world order.

It is high time for
the United Nations and
powerful nations to
take proactive mea-
sures to end the suf-
fering and work to-
wards a lasting solu-
tion in the region.

About the
Author:

The author, Mr.
Samiullah, holds an
M.Sc. in International
Relations from Quaid-
i-Azam University in
Islamabad and is also
a law graduate. He
currently serves as the
Public  Relations Of-
ficer for the Ministry
of Information and
Public Relations in
Balochistan. His
unique perspective on
international relations
and conflict resolution
adds depth and author-
ity to this article.

Hereditary Politics vs. Self-Made Leaders: Why
Privilege Fails the People

Qaseem Shah:
Politics in Pakistan has
long been dominated
by dynastic families,
where power is inher-
ited rather than
earned. While such
politicians often claim
experience and conti-
nuity, their record ex-
poses a harsh truth:
hereditary leadership
breeds entitlement, de-
tachment, and com-
promise, leaving ordi-
nary citizens’ struggles
ignored. Born into
privilege, raised in opu-
lent homes, and edu-
cated in elite institu-
tions, dynastic leaders
are often insulated
from the harsh realities
of poverty, unemploy-
ment, and social injus-
tice. For them, bunga-
lows, luxury cars,
armed convoys, and
protocol perks are not
luxuries but assumed
necessities. Over
time, these comforts
transform into entitle-
ment, making public
service a secondary
concern.

Worse, dynastic
politicians are bound
by political debts, fam-
ily obligations, and elite
alliances, which forces
them to compromise
on issues critical to na-
tional interest. Chal-
lenging corruption,
confronting anti-politi-
cal elements, or ad-
dressing systemic in-
equality often takes a
backseat to protecting
their personal and fam-
ily power. This creates
a leadership class that
is cautious, compro-
mised, and frequently
unwilling to act deci-
sively for the public
good.

In contrast, self-
made leaders emerge
from struggle, not in-
heritance, often from

challenge entrenched
interests, fight corrup-
tion, and prioritize pub-
lic service over per-
sonal gain.

History provides
numerous examples of
such leaders. Globally,
Nelson Mandela, im-
prisoned for decades
under apartheid, led
South Africa to justice
and reconciliation.
Lula da Silva, a former
factory worker, be-
came Brazil’s presi-
dent and implemented
programs that lifted
millions out of poverty.

humble or poor back-
grounds. They are in-
timately familiar with
the hardships of ordi-
nary citizens, and their
leadership is grounded
in empathy, account-
ability, and courage.
Free from the con-
straints of dynastic ob-
ligations, self-made
politicians are able to

Abraham Lincoln,
born into poverty, pre-
served the United
States during its grav-
est crisis and abolished
slavery—proving that
real leadership grows
from struggle, not com-
fort.

Pakistan’s political
landscape has its share
of self-made leaders

who contrasted
sharply with dynastic
elites. Abdul Ghaffar
Khan (Bacha Khan),
born into modest
means, dedicated his
life to nonviolence,
education, and the
rights of the Pashtuns.
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto,
though from a rela-
tively well-off family,
rose through political
activism and mass
mobilization rather
than relying solely on
inheritance, leaving a
profound imprint on
Pakistan’s political cul-

ture. More recently,
Imran Khan, initially a
cricket superstar, built
a political movement
emphasizing account-
ability and reform,
rooted in public en-
gagement rather than
family power. These
leaders exemplify that
real leadership is
earned, not inherited,

and it demands cour-
age, integrity, and con-
nection with the
people.

Dynastic politics,
in contrast, remains a
structural barrier to
progress in Pakistan.
Leaders born into
privilege often see
public service as an
entitlement rather than
a responsibility. Their
compromised inde-
pendence, obsession
with status and perks,
and reluctance to con-
front entrenched inter-
ests make them ill-

equipped to address
pressing social and
economic challenges.
As long as politics is
dominated by inherited
privilege, the needs of
the poor and
marginalized remain
sidelined, and reforms
remain superficial.

In the end, self-
made leaders rooted

Editorial:
Quetta is once again at
the mercy of a winter cri-
sis that has become all
too familiar: low gas
pressure, unannounced
load shedding, and com-
plete administrative si-
lence. Every year, citi-
zens are told to “bear
with the situation” as
temperatures fall and
heaters, stoves,  and
geysers turn useless.
Yet the authorities re-
sponsible — Sui South-
ern Gas Company
(SSGC) and the federal
energy managers —
continue to operate with-
out accountability.

A City Freezing
While Authorities Look
Away

The people of
Balochistan are right to
ask: Why must Quetta
suffer the same crisis
every winter while no
structural reform is intro-
duced? Why are con-
sumers forced to pay
heavy bills for a service
that barely exists? And
why do officials in
Karachi and Islamabad
continue to treat
Balochistan’s gas issues
as a seasonal inconve-
nience rather than a gov-
ernance failure?

D e s p i t e
Balochistan being an
energy-producing re-

gion, i ts residents
struggle every winter
for the very resource ex-
tracted from their own
soil. This contradiction
reflects a deep-rooted
policy imbalance in the
federation,  where
Balochistan remains last
on the priority list — not
because of a shortage of
resources, but because
of a shortage of politi-
cal will.

SSGC’s Repeated
Excuses and Decades of
Mismanagement

The SSGC’s perfor-
mance adds another
layer of frustration.
Each year, the company
offers the same explana-
tions — “excessive de-
mand,” “pipeline pres-
sure issues,” “technical
challenges.” Yet no one
explains why these
problems remain unre-
solved despite decades
of complaints.  Why
have there been no sig-
nificant infrastructure
upgrades? Why has the
company failed to intro-
duce a clear winter man-
agement plan for
Quetta? Why is commu-
nication with consum-
ers absent? The unan-
nounced nature of the
load shedding exposes
a complete disregard for
public convenience.
When outages are not

The Inhuman
Act:

Targeting
Hospitals:

The Impact
of the

Attack:

International
Responsibility:

to adhere to the rules
of war and peace.

War, even when
waged between states
with longstanding con-
flicts, is subject to rules
and conventions. The
fundamental principle
of international hu-
manitarian law is to
protect civilians, in-
cluding the wounded,
children, and the eld-
erly. Hospitals are
meant to be sanctuar-
ies in times of conflict,
places where the in-
jured can receive
medical care without
fear of attack. Yet, the
attack on a hospital in
Gaza flagrantly vio-
lated these principles
and sent shockwaves
through the interna-
tional community.

The repercussions
of the attack on a hos-
pital in Gaza were
catastrophic. Innocent
civilians, including chil-

Thucydides’
Insights:

Rules of War
and Peace:
The ancient Greek

historian Thucydides,

in struggle, empathy,
and public service are
the only hope for
meaningful change.
True leadership re-
quires more than a
family name; it re-
quires vision, courage,
and the willingness to
put the people above
privilege, comfort, and
personal gain. For Pa-
kistan, the challenge is
clear: move away
from dynastic entitle-
ment and empower
leaders who have
earned the right to
lead.

scheduled or an-
nounced, families cannot
plan meals, heating, or
even basic daily rou-
tines. Hospitals and clin-
ics struggle to maintain
warm environments for
patients. Small busi-
nesses suffer. And in a
city where temperatures
can drop below freezing,
such negligence is not
just inconvenient — it is
dangerous.

F e d e r a l
Government’s Weak
Oversight and
Balochistan’s Low Prior-
ity

The federal govern-
ment cannot escape re-
sponsibility either. En-
ergy management is a na-
tional issue, and the pat-
tern of winter misman-
agement in Balochistan
reflects weak oversight,
poor planning, and an
unfair allocation of re-
sources. The silence of
policymakers during
these crises sends a
clear message: Quetta’s
suffering is not a prior-
ity.

What Quetta needs
is not another round of
hollow statements. It
needs a transparent win-
ter gas plan, proper in-
frastructure investment,
honest communication
with the public, and real
accountability for SSGC.
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Security forces killed 22 terrorists in
Bannu IBO

BANNU (INP): Security
forces neutralised 22
Indian-sponsored ter-
rorists during an intel-
ligence-based opera-
tion (IBO) in Bannu
District as part of their
o n g o i n g
counterterrorism cam-
paign under the ‘Azm-
e-Istehkam’ vision, the
military said in a state-
ment on Tuesday.

According to the
Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR), the
IBO was conducted
on November 24 after
reports of the pres-
ence of Khwarij be-
longing to the Indian
proxy, Fitna al
Khwarij.

During the opera-
tion, troops engaged
the suspects, and af-
ter an intense ex-
change of fire, the
Khwarij were
neutralised.

A sanitisation op-
eration is ongoing to
eliminate any remain-
ing Indian-sponsored
Khwarij in the area.
The counterterrorism
campaign under the
vision “Azm-e-

Istehkam,” approved
by the Federal Apex
Committee on the Na-
tional

 Action Plan, by
Pakistan’s security
forces and law en-
forcement agencies,
will continue at full
pace to eradicate for-
eign-sponsored terror-
ism from the country.

President Asif Ali
Zardari has com-
mended the security
forces for their suc-
cessful intelligence-
based operation

against Khwarij in
Bannu. He praised
their timely and effec-
tive response in
neutralising 22 attack-
ers belonging to the
Indian proxy group,
Fitna al-Khwarij.

The President fur-
ther acknowledged
the commitment of the
Pakistan Army and
law enforcement
agencies in the ongo-
ing counter-terrorism
campaign under the
‘Azm-e-Istehkam’ vi-
sion, calling it com-

mendable.
He emphasised

that eliminating In-
dian-backed Khwarij
remains the state's
foremost priority.
President Zardari also
paid tribute to the mar-
tyrs and warriors, de-
scribing them as the
pride of the nation, and
saluted the courage of
the troops who dem-
onstrated exceptional
bravery during the op-
eration.

Federal Interior
Minister Mohsin

Naqvi has expressed
his salute to the secu-
rity forces for
neutralising 22 Indian-
sponsored terrorists in
Bannu. He com-
mended the forces for
their successful op-
eration against the ter-
rorists and highlighted
their timely response
in thwarting the mali-
cious designs of the
attackers. The Minis-
ter also praised the on-
going operations in
K h y b e r -
Pakhtunkhwa, aimed
at eliminating the men-
ace of Fitna al-
Hindustan, calling
them highly com-
mendable.

He assured that
with the support of the
nation, Pakistan is de-
termined to completely
eradicate the unholy
presence of Fitna al-
Hindustan and will not
allow the terrorists and
their facilitators to hide
anywhere.  The Min-
ister concluded by
emphasising that the
nation takes immense
pride in its brave se-
curity forces.

Wholesale, retail sugar
prices hit record levels
despite ample stocks

Pakistan highlights Gaza humanitarian crisis at
UN Security Council briefing

ISLAMABAD (INP):
During a briefing at the
United Nations Security
Council on the Middle
East and the Palestinian
issue, Pakistan’s Perma-
nent Representative,
Asim Iftikhar, said that
despite polit ical
progress in occupied
Palestine, the situation
remains extremely seri-
ous, with ongoing vio-
lations of the ceasefire.

In his briefing,
Iftikhar expressed grati-
tude to the Special Co-
ordinator for the Middle
East Peace Process,
Ramiz Alakbarov, for his
comprehensive briefing.
He highlighted the dev-
astating impact of the
conflict in Gaza over the
past two years, describ-
ing the humanitarian cri-
sis faced by Palestin-
ians trapped under
siege,  repeatedly
bombed, and suffering
from severe hunger.

Over 70,000 people
have reportedly been
killed, the majority of
them women and chil-
dren, and much of the
social and economic in-
frastructure has been re-
duced to rubble. Calls
for accountability have
been largely ignored,
with impunity prevailing.

Iftikhar noted two
significant develop-
ments amidst the ongo-
ing Israeli aggression.
First, a high-level meet-
ing was held in July to

advance a peaceful reso-
lution and the implemen-
tation of a two-state so-
lution, culminating in the
adoption of the New
York Declaration on Sep-
tember 12.

The conference
also decided to resume
discussions on Septem-
ber 22.

The declaration un-
derscored concrete,
time-bound, and irre-
versible steps towards
establishing an indepen-
dent Palestinian state,
reflecting the interna-
tional community’s aspi-
rations.

The second key de-
velopment resulted from
sustained political en-
gagement and diplo-
macy. The Sharm El-

‘Cannot ask dictated questions’: Court-appointed lawyer for
Imaan, spouse refuses to cross-examine witnesses

Shakeel Jatt alleged he
was approached at
around 4pm yesterday to
represent Imaan and
Chattha. He said that he
had not been provided
the case file to prepare
in time. Moreover, he
said that he had “re-
ceived 15 questions with
the instructions that he
should ask them during
today’s cross-examina-
tion”, without giving
any specific details.

Addressing Judge

NEWS DESK: De-
spite the start of the
crushing season in
Sindh and Punjab and
the availability of large
stocks of imported
sugar, wholesale and
retail sugar prices in
the country have
surged to record lev-
els. According to Rauf
Ibrahim, Chairman of
the Wholesale Grocers
Association, the
wholesale price of
sugar in Karachi has,
for the first time,
reached Rs202 per ki-
logram. "Sugar mill
owners in Sindh have
halted the supply of
sugar to Karachi’s
wholesale markets for

the past two days," he
said.

As part of an
organised strategy, the
wholesale price of
sugar has reached
Rs175 per kilogram in
Punjab and Rs200 per
kilogram in Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa, he
added.

In various areas
of Karachi, the retail
price of sugar has now
climbed to Rs210 to
Rs215 per kilogram.

Due to the sus-
pension of supply
from sugar mills, fears
have emerged that
wholesale prices may
rise even further in the
coming days. Ibrahim

the Constitution.
Advocate Jatt

sought adequate time
from the court to prepare
before cross-examining
witnesses. He said that
without properly study-
ing the case file, he
would not be able to ful-
fil his professional re-
sponsibilities.

The judge accepted
his request for more time
and adjourned the hear-
ing till November 27
(Thursday). Mazari had

Majoka, he said he was
told, “You have to do
this tomorrow.”

The lawyer said he
could not argue the case
under such circum-
stances.

“I am in favour of a
fair trial. I cannot ask
questions that are dic-
tated [to me]. My con-
science does not allow
this,” he said, stressing
that every accused per-
son had the right to a fair
and impartial trial under

Sheikh peace summit
brought together re-
gional and global part-
ners to maintain the
ceasefire, address hu-
manitarian destruction,
and lay the foundation
for a credible political
path toward Palestinian
self-determination and
statehood.

This process facili-
tated the adoption of UN
Security Council Reso-
lution 2803 last week.
Pakistan, as part of this
group, welcomed the ini-
tiative and supported
proposals to end hostili-
ties, rebuild Gaza, pre-
vent displacement, pro-
mote comprehensive
peace, and halt West
Bank annexation.

Iftikhar reaffirmed

Pakistan’s consistent
and principled support
for the Palestinian
people and their inalien-
able rights. He reported
continued civilian casu-
alties in Israeli airstrikes,
noting that over 300 Pal-
estinians have been
killed since the ceasefire
was declared, highlight-
ing the gap between ver-
bal commitments and
ground realities. Homes
continue to be de-
stroyed, lives lost, and
families live under con-
stant fear.

The West Bank is
similarly affected, with
unprecedented Israeli
settler and military ag-
gression. October re-
corded the highest num-
ber of settler attacks

since UN monitoring be-
gan in 2006.

Villages, particu-
larly in the north-west-
ern West Bank, have
been displaced under
raids and growing intimi-
dation. Iftikhar stressed
that Palestinians must be
allowed to return home
and live without fear.

He outlined key pri-
orities to advance the
peace process: full
implementation of Reso-
lution 2803, ensuring
Palestinian-led gover-
nance, reconstruction,
and institutional capac-
ity-building; strict ad-
herence to the ceasefire
with zero tolerance for
unilateral actions; unin-
terrupted humanitarian
access; immediate recon-
struction of Gaza; pre-
vention of annexation
and forced displace-
ment; halting Israeli
settlement expansion
and demographic ma-
nipulation; ensuring ac-
countability for serious
violations of interna-
tional law; ending Israeli
occupation across Arab
lands, including Pales-
tine,

Syria, and Lebanon;
and establishing a cred-
ible, time-bound politi-
cal process based on UN
resolutions to achieve a
sovereign, independent,
and territorially contigu-
ous Palestinian state
with East Jerusalem as
its capital.

said sugar mills have
been purchasing sug-
arcane from farmers
at Rs350 to Rs400 per
maund, which trans-
lates to a production
cost of Rs10 per kilo-
gram for the mills.

He further stated
that the IMF, in its re-
port, has mentioned
cartelization by sugar
mill owners, but the
government has failed
to take action.

The IMF’s stance
is correct, he said, and
therefore the govern-
ment must immedi-
ately take strict mea-
sures against the sugar
mills’ cartelization in
the public interest.

Counsel denies Afridi
intimidated election staff

NEWS DESK:A hearing
at the Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan (ECP)
on Monday saw heated
exchanges as lawyers
representing Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Min-
ister Sohail Afridi chal-
lenged the commission’s
jurisdiction in a case al-
leging intimidation of
election staff during the
Haripur by-election.

The ECP had initi-
ated proceedings after
Sohail Afridi was ac-
cused of making threat-
ening remarks during a
public rally in
Abbottabad, where he
allegedly warned offi-
cials of consequences if
election-day miscon-
duct occurred. The Com-
mission said such state-
ments put at risk the
“safety of polling staff,
police and voters” and
potentially violated the
code of conduct prohib-
iting public officehold-
ers from influencing
elections.

The proceedings
opened with complaints
from lawyer Ali Bukhari
and the Advocate Gen-
eral KP, who said lawyers
were mistreated at the
ECP. Chief Election Com-
missioner (CEC)
Sikandar Sultan Raja
apologised, assuring ac-
tion against the officers
responsible.

He said the stop-
pages at the gate were
due to security require-
ments. In an informal ex-
change, the CEC told
lawyer Naeem Panjhutha
that he had even re-
ceived a vote from the
CEC’s own household,
to which Panjhutha re-
plied he was aware.

Special Secretary
ECP maintained that Ar-
ticle 218(3) clearly out-
lines the commission’s
powers and said action
against the KP chief min-
ister would proceed in
line with the law.

The Peshawar High
Court has previously
held that while Article
218(3) gives the ECP
broad authority to en-
sure fair elections, its
actions must still be
grounded in statutory
powers. This precedent
has been cited in recent
challenges involving the
ECP’s jurisdiction.

"Lawyers were be-
ing stopped and humili-
ated at the entrance and
added that he himself
had also been stopped",
said Ali Bukhari. He reit-
erated that the ECP
lacked the jurisdiction to
hear the matter, saying a
notice had already been
issued by the District
Monitoring Officer
(DMO) in the constitu-
ency.

He questioned
whether the case could
run before two forums
simultaneously, point-
ing out that he had been
summoned by the DMO
prior to being sum-
moned by the ECP and
had again been called to
submit a reply on the
27th.

Afridi has already
moved the Peshawar
High Court, calling the
ECP notice “malicious”
and arguing that it was
issued without a manda-
tory report from the Dis-
trict Monitoring Officer,
a core part of his chal-
lenge that mirrors
Bukhari’s argument in

the hearing.
Bukhari insisted

that the petition filed by
Babar Nawaz should be
heard together with his
own and warned that
summoning their side
over a political rally in
Abbottabad would
“open a new Pandora’s
box.”

He also questioned
whether the ECP would
summon the prime min-
ister and the Punjab
chief minister for similar
actions,  noting that
Punjab’s chief minister
had announced devel-
opment projects worth
Rs2.5 billion in Hassan
Abdal. He argued that
violations of the code of
conduct had taken place
elsewhere without any
summons being issued.

The controversy
has already triggered
political backlash, with
PML-N leaders accusing
Afridi of issuing threats
to election officials.
Punjab Information Min-
ister Uzma Bukhari pub-
licly criticised him, call-
ing him “a habitual liar”
and referring to his al-
leged warning that offic-
ers “would not see
tomorrow’s sun.”

Chairman Election
Commission responded
by saying that action
would be taken “without
discrimination” and
clarified that if the prime
minister had made such
a speech before the elec-
tion, he too would have
been issued a notice.
Ministers and candi-
dates in other constitu-
encies had in fact been
summoned over code-
of-conduct violations,
he added.

NEWS DESK: The coun-
sel appointed by the
court for lawyer and
rights activist Imaan
Zainab Mazari-Hazir and
her husband, Advocate
Hadi Ali Chattha, in a
case pertaining to con-
troversial social media
posts refused to cross-
examine the
prosecution’s witnesses
on Tuesday, saying that
he could not “ask ques-
tions dictated” to him.

He also alleged that
he was not given
enough time to prepare
for the case, which was
registered by the Na-
tional Cybercrime Inves-
tigation Agency
(NCCIA).

Mazari and Chattha
have been accused of
attempting to incite divi-
sions on l inguistic
grounds through social
media posts and of cre-
ating the impression
that the armed forces
were engaged in terror-
ism within the country in
the case.

Additional District
and Sessions Judge
Mohammed Afzal
Majoka resumed pro-
ceedings in the case in
Islamabad today, where
court-appointed de-
fence counsel Advocate

previously alleged that
the court had “forcibly
appointed [a] state de-
fence counsel” for her
and Chattha.

Mazari and Chattha
were indicted in the case
on October 30, a day af-
ter the latter was ar-
rested outside the court-
room over non-appear-
ance. Mazari said that
there was video evi-
dence of his presence
both “inside and outside
the courtroom”.
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SHC denies immediate stay order in E-Challan case
KARACHI (INP):  The
Sindh High Court (SHC)
on Tuesday denied the
plea for issuance of an
immediate restraining
order against the e-
challan system in
Karachi.

The high court is

hearing petitions of
Jamaat Islami, bus own-
ers and citizens against
the city’s e-challan sys-
tem introduced by the
Sindh government last
month to control traffic
violations.

The court has is-

sued notices to the DIG
traffic and other parties
and summoned their re-
ply.

The high court
bench adjourned further
hearing of the case until
December 11.

The petitions ques-

tioned the disparity in
fines, noting that a traf-
fic challan in Lahore
costs Rs200,

whereas Karachi
residents are fined
Rs5,000, calling it “dis-
crimination against
Karachi’s citizens.”

“Don’t compare
Karachi to other cities,”
court said in an inter-
change with the
petitioner’s lawyer. “Ev-
ery place has its own
dynamics, if Karachi can
be compared to any
other city,” the bench

TTP chief planned Islamabad
blast; 4 facilitators arrested

within 48 hours: Tarar

questioned.
“They don’t allow

us to stop and take pas-
sengers,” bus owners
lawyer said. “You stop
your buses at bus
stands,” the court di-
rected.

“There are none of

proper bus stops in
Karachi,” lawyer said.
“We are also living in
this city know well it,”
Justice Adnan Iqbal
Chaudhry remarked.

“The case will be
heard simultaneously
after replies of all parties

Motorway
M-I reopens

after dense fog

I S L A M A B A D
(INP):   Information
Minister Attaullah
Tarar on Tuesday re-
vealed that the No-
vember 11 suicide
blast outside
Islamabad’s Judicial
Complex which killed
12 people and injured
35 was planned by
banned TTP chief
Noor Wali Mehsud
and executed through
his commander
Daadullah, who is cur-
rently in Afghanistan.

Addressing a
press conference in
Islamabad, Tarar de-
tailed how four ar-
rested facilitators re-
mained in constant
contact with TTP
leaders across the bor-

der.
He identified them

as the bomber’s han-
dler Sajidullah alias
Sheena, Kamran
Khan, Muhammad
Zali and Shah Munir,
adding that all four
were detained within
48 hours in a joint In-
telligence Bureau and
Counter-Terror ism
Department operation.

Tarar said
Sajidullah met com-
mander Daadullah
multiple times be-
tween 2023 and Au-
gust 2025 and coordi-
nated the attack using
an encrypted app.
The minister played
the suspect’s video
confession, in which
he admitted arranging

the suicide jacket,
bringing the bomber to
the attack site and re-
cruiting Zali and Khan
after receiving in-
structions in Afghani-
stan. Sajidullah, who
joined the TTP in
2015, had also under-
gone training at vari-
ous camps and visited
Jalalabad in 2024 to
finalise the bombing
plot.

The minister
added that the terror-
ists originally aimed
for a high-value target
in Islamabad or
Rawalpindi, but strict
security measures pre-
vented a larger trag-
edy, stopping the
bomber from entering
the court premises.

PESHAWAR (INP):
Traffic from
Peshawar to
Islamabad resumed
on Motorway M-I af-
ter suspension due to
thick fog on Tuesday
morning.

Earlier, traffic on
Motorway M-I from
Peshawar Toll Plaza to
Burhan Interchange
and Swat Expressway
to Katling was sus-
pended due to thick
fog that engulfed the
area.

The purpose of
closing the motorway
is to prevent accidents
and protect the life and
property of the users
of the motorway, said
the spokesperson of
the Motorway Police.

Citizens are re-
quested to avoid un-
necessary travel dur-
ing foggy hours,
S p o k e s m a n
Motorway Police said.

Complete your
journey in daylight and

reach your destination
before the onset of
fog,

S p o k e s m a n
Motorway Police. Use
fog lights in vehicles,
S p o k e s m a n
Motorway Police ad-
vised the citizens as
said.

The spokesman
also advised the citi-
zens to avoid speeding
and keep a proper dis-
tance from the next
vehicle more than
usual.

 Information can
be obtained from the
Motorway Police
helpline 130 before
starting the journey,
S p o k e s m a n
Motorway Police said.

Apart from this,
the latest information
can also be obtained
from the official social
media account of the
National Highways
and Motorway Police,
a spokesperson of the
Motorway Police said.

received,” the court said.
According to the

plea, Karachi’s entire in-
frastructure has deterio-
rated, with roads across
the city in a state of dis-
repair, yet citizens are
being burdened with
heavy fines.

Lahore
Development

Authority (LDA)
seals another  59
illegal  properties
LAHORE (INP):  The
Lahore Development
Authority (LDA) on
Tuesday sealed another
59 illegal properties dur-
ing its on going opera-
tion across the LDA-
controlled area.

On the directives of
Director General LDA
Tahir Farooq, the Town
Planning Wing carried
out enforcement actions
in Gulberg, Faisal Town,
New Muslim Town,
Shadbagh, Sabzazar and
Government Superior
Services Scheme. Dur-
ing the operation, 18
properties in Gulberg
and Faisal Town were
sealed over illegal com-
mercial use and non-
payment of commercial
fees. Another 16 proper-
ties were sealed in New
Muslim Town and
Shadbagh for violations
related to unauthorized
commercial activities.

In a recovery-fo-
cused drive, LDA teams
sealed 25 additional
properties in Sabzazar.

Pakistan, China move toward
joint EV technology diploma

PC Hospitality and China’s Shiji Group
sign deal to modernize hotel technology

Pakistan issues first-ever
volcanic ash alert

after Ethiopia eruption

Tarar expressed
deep grief over the
loss of innocent lives
and reaffirmed that the
government, under
Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, is fully
committed to strength-
ening security and
eliminating terrorism
through active efforts
of law enforcement
agencies and security
forces. Arrested ter-
rorist Sajidullah con-
fessed that in 2016 he
went from here to
Kunar, Afghanistan,
where he stayed for a
month and received
training before return-
ing to Pakistan. He
said he also met com-
mander Abu Hamza in
Afghanistan.

ISLAMABAD (INP): A
high-level three-mem-
ber delegation from
Punjab Technical Edu-
cation & Vocational
Training Authority
(TEVTA) reached
China to formalize
agreements on coop-
eration for Electric Ve-
hicle (EV) Technology
Diploma Programs for
Pakistani students.

This initiative is be-
ing launched under the
China-Pakistan Digital
Corridor (CPEC 2.0),
marking a significant
step forward in ad-
vancing technical edu-
cation and future-ready
skills in Pakistan, ac-
cording to Gwadar
Pro.

The collaboration
has been made possible
through joint efforts
between Punjab
TEVTA, Xiangyang
Polytechnic Vocational
College, ITMC Tech-
nology Co., Ltd, and
UNI Services Interna-

tional Pvt Ltd.
The agreements

will pave the way for
Pakistani students to
access specialized EV
technology training,
aligning with global in-
dustry trends and
Pakistan’s growing
need for skilled profes-
sionals in sustainable
mobility.

Speaking to
Gwadar Pro, Yasser
Shakoor, Director of
UNI International, high-
lighted the significance
of the partnership.

“This collaboration
will open new horizons
for Pakistani students,
equipping them with
cutting-edge EV tech-
nology expertise and
strengthening China-
Pakistan cooperation in
vocational education,”
he said. Shakoor added
that the delegation will
also visit Dongfeng
Motor Corporation to
finalize its role as an
industry partner.

This partnership
will support the estab-
lishment of a state-of-
the-art Center of Ex-
cellence (COE) in EV
Technology at the Gov-
ernment College of
Technology (GCT)
Rawalpindi, providing
hands-on learning op-
portunities and modern
training facilities for
students.

The proposed
COE will include ad-
vanced training equip-
ment, industry-stan-
dard labs, and oppor-
tunities for joint re-
search, internships,
and practical skill devel-
opment.

According to
project stakeholders,
the initiative will help
bridge the technology
and skills gap in Paki-
stan, preparing stu-
dents for employment
in EV manufacturing,
maintenance, battery
systems, and charging
infrastructure sectors.

KARACH (INP):  The
long-dormant Hayli
Gubbi volcano in Ethio-
pia erupted after nearly
12,000 years, with its ash
cloud detected south of
Pakistan’s coast, the Me-
teorological Department
confirmed on Monday.

According to a Met
Office spokesperson,
volcanic ash from the
Hayli Gubbi eruption
was observed around 60
nautical miles south of
Gwadar. The official said
this was the first time
Pakistan had issued an
alert related to volcanic
ash from an interna-
tional eruption.  The
spokesperson added
that the ash cloud is cur-
rently positioned at an
altitude of around 45,000
feet. Aviation expert
Anjum Nazir Zaigham
explained that domestic
flights in Pakistan gen-
erally operate between
34,000 and 36,000 feet,
while international air-
craft fly between 40,000
and 45,000 feet, making
high-altitude ash a po-
tential risk for jet en-
gines. However, he clari-
fied that Karachi and
other urban areas face
no threat of air pollution

or hazardous conditions
from the eruption, as the
ash remains far offshore
and at high altitude.

Authorit ies said
they are continuing to
monitor the situation
closely to ensure avia-
tion safety. Earlier, it re-
ported that a volcano in
Ethiopia’s northeastern
region erupted for the
first time in nearly 12,000
years,  sending thick
plumes of smoke up to
14 kilometres (nine
miles) into the sky, the
Toulouse Volcanic Ash
Advisory Centre
(VAAC) said.

The Hayli Gubbi
volcano, located in
Ethiopia’s Afar region
about 800 kilometres
(500 miles) northeast of
Addis Ababa near the
Eritrean border, erupted
on Sunday for several
hours.  The volcano,
which rises about 500
metres in altitude, sits
within the Rift Valley, a
zone of intense geologi-
cal activity where two
tectonic plates meet.
Ash clouds from the vol-
cano drifted over Yemen,
Oman, India, and north-
ern Pakistan, the VAAC
said.

ISLAMABAD (INP):In
a move that further
strengthens Pakistan–
China cooperation in
the services and tech-
nology sectors, PC
Hospitality has entered
a strategic partnership
with Shiji Group, a
leading Chinese pro-
vider of hospitality
technology systems.
The agreement aims to
modernize PC
Hospitality’s opera-
tional infrastructure
and support its long-
term plan for digital
transformation across
its hotel portfolio,
Gwadar Pro reported
on Tuesday.

As per the an-
nouncement on Mon-
day, under the partner-
ship, Shiji Group will
provide cloud-based
platforms, including

Daylight PMS, Horizon
Distribution, and
Infrasys POS to PC.

The technology
shift is intended to cen-
tralize data, streamline
operations, and intro-
duce more efficient and
transparent decision-
making across proper-
ties. Key objectives of
the partnership include
greater visibility across
hotels and distribution
systems, faster com-
mercial decision-mak-
ing using real-time data,
and scalable digital in-
frastructure for up-
coming developments.

Company officials
said the new systems
will also improve how
hotels manage distribu-
tion channels and pre-
pare the organization
for future expansion
within Pakistan and

abroad.“
This partnership

represents an important
step in our growth
journey,” said Bastien
Blanc, CEO of PC Hos-
pitality. “Strengthening
our technology foun-
dation allows us to pro-
vide better tools to our
teams and partners
while preparing for the
next phase of expan-
sion.

With Shiji, we are
building a framework
that supports smarter
distribution and more
efficient operations.”

Shiji Group’s Man-
aging Director, Anson
Lau, said the collabo-
ration reflects a
broader trend of Paki-
stan–China coopera-
tion in modern service
industries.

“We look forward

to supporting
Pakistan’s hospitality
industry in building a
future-ready digital in-
frastructure. Efficiency
and value creation are
priorities for both sides,
and this partnership
aligns well with those
goals,” he said.

Industry observers
note that the hospital-
ity sector in Pakistan
has increasingly turned
toward digital systems
to meet rising guest
expectations and to re-
main competitive re-
gionally.  Partnerships
with international tech-
nology providers, par-
ticularly from China,
are becoming a signifi-
cant part of this transi-
tion. The collaboration
is expected to be rolled
out in phases over the
coming months.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource Development calls
on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

London UK: Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs, Muhammad Junaid Anwar Chaudhry addressing
an opening session of the International Maritime Organization (IMO) Assembly in London.

ISLAMABAD : Secretary of the Supreme National Security Council of Iran Dr. Ali Larijani called
on Speaker National Assembly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq.

Perpetrators of Peshawar FC
HQ attack likely Afghan

citizens, says KP police chief
NEWS DESK: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Inspec-
tor General of Police
(IG) Zulfiqar Hameed
on Tuesday said the
perpetrators of
yesterday’s suicide at-
tack on the Federal
Constabulary (FC)
Headquarters in
Peshawar were likely
Afghan citizens.

Investi-gators and
intelligence agencies
are hunting for facilita-
tors and support net-
works behind the at-
tack, which saw three
personnel embrace
martyrdom and 12 sus-
tain injuries.

The attack, which
began after a suicide
bomber blew himself
up at the entrance, was

swiftly repulsed as per-
sonnel engaged and
shot his two accom-
plices dead before they
could enter the instal-
lation to inflict any ma-
jor damage.

Questioned about
the progress of the in-
vestigation and
whether any evidence
had come to the fore
about the assailants be-
ing Afghan citizens, IG
Hameed said: “We are
saying this because,
based on the evidence
so far, when someone
does not have a citizen-
ship record, they are
assumed to be Afghan
or something similar.”

He confirmed that
authorities had identi-
fied the location where

the terrorists spent the
night before attacking
the FC Headquarters.
However, he added that
no facilitators had been
arrested so far.

IG Hameed added
that the CCTV footage
showing their arrival
was obtained and the
National Database and
Registration Authority
(Nadra) was working
to verify their identi-
ties. The KP police
chief elaborated that
the authorities were
also determining the
route the terrorists
used to enter
Peshawar. He further
said that the terrorists’
motorcycle was seized
and fingerprints taken
from the vehicle were

now part of the ongo-
ing forensic investiga-
tion.

IG Hameed high-
lighted that recent mea-
sures taken by the KP
Police had significantly
reduced terrorist inci-
dents, and the provin-
cial police force was
being equipped with
weapons, modern
technology, including
anti-drone systems,
and bulletproof jackets
and vehicles for offi-
cials and police sta-
tions. He praised the
bravery of the KP Po-
lice, noting that despite
operating in a stressful
environment, the force
continued to make sac-
rifices for peace in the
region.
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Balochistan Must Protect Its Women, Says Dr. Rubaba Buledi
Qaseem Shah:

QUETTA: On the
International Day for
the Elimination of Vio-
lence Against Women,
Dr. Rubaba Khan
Buledi, Adviser to the
Chief Minister
Balochistan on
Women Development,
warned that violence
against women is not
just an attack on indi-
viduals but a grave
blow to the “intellec-
tual, social and moral
foundation of society.”

Dr. Buledi, known
for her vocal advocacy
on women’s rights,
stressed that violence
manifests in many
harmful forms: do-
mestic abuse, harass-
ment, intimidation, hu-
miliation, and eco-
nomic coercion, each
striking at the very
core of a woman’s
freedom, confidence,
identity, and dignity.
She noted that the suf-

backed by stronger
laws, institutional sup-
port, awareness
drives, active
helplines, functional
shelter homes, and
comprehensive assis-
tance services for sur-
vivors.

While emphasiz-
ing the state’s commit-
ment, she urged soci-
ety at large to reflect,
transform, and rise
above regressive
mindsets. “Lasting
change is only possible
when societal attitudes
evolve,” she said,
stressing the need to
build a culture where
every woman can live
securely, confidently,
and with dignity.

This clarion call,
issued on a globally
significant day, rein-
forces the urgency of
collective action to
protect and empower
women across
Balochistan.

She warned that
when women cannot
feel safe in their own
homes, at workplaces,
or in public spaces, the
consequences ripple
across the entire soci-
ety, breeding instabil-
ity, insecurity, and so-
cial imbalance.

“No society can
claim progress while
half its population re-
mains trapped in fear,
pressure, or economic
vulnerability,” she
said.

Highlighting the
broader moral respon-
sibility, Dr. Buledi
stated that a truly en-
lightened and civilized
nation is defined by
the safety, respect, and
autonomy it guaran-
tees its women. She
reaffirmed that the
Government of
Balochistan is pursu-
ing a zero-tolerance
policy against gender-
based violence,

fering women face is
often rooted not only

in physical harm but
also in deep-seated

societal attitudes, dis-
criminatory language,

unsafe environments,
unequal opportunities,

and power imbal-
ances.

Balochistan Set for Climate
Resilience Conference

News Desk
QUETTA: An important
meeting was held under
the chairmanship of Ad-
ditional Chief Secretary
for Planning & Develop-
ment, Zahid Saleem, to
review preparations for
the mega conference on
Sustainable Develop-
ment and Climate Resil-
ience at the Planning
and Development De-
partment, Balochistan.
The meeting was at-
tended by Secretary Ag-
riculture Noor Ahmed
Pirkani, Secretary Envi-
ronment Ali  Akbar
Baloch, Secretary En-
ergy Dawood Khan
Bazai, Secretary Plan-
ning Asif Farrukh, Sec-
retary Implementation
Zeeshan Javed, Chief
Foreign Aid P&D Batool
Asadi, and senior offi-
cials from various de-
partments.

During the meeting,
detailed discussions
were held on the pro-
posed agenda, adminis-
trative arrangements,
and topics of different
sessions, including cli-
mate resilience, sustain-
able development, cli-
mate finance, carbon
credits,  innovation,
green technology, and

research-driven climate
adaptation.

Participants were
informed that the open-
ing session of the con-
ference will be held on 8
December 2025 in
Islamabad, with the par-
ticipation of national and
international experts,
representatives of cli-
mate-focused organiza-
tions, and development
partners.

The conference will
feature multiple ses-
sions and panel discus-
sions covering key
themes such as climate
resilience initiatives in
Balochistan, environ-

mental protection mea-
sures, climate finance
opportunities, carbon
credit mechanisms, in-
vestment prospects,
technological innova-
tion, climate adaptation
research, and the role of
provincial departments
in achieving sustainable
development goals.

Addressing the
meeting, Additional
Chief Secretary Zahid
Saleem said that this is
an extremely important
and mega conference
aimed at providing a
strong, scientific, and
long-term strategy to
help Balochistan tackle

climate challenges and
achieve sustainable de-
velopment targets. He
added that the participa-
tion of global institu-
tions, experts, and inter-
national donors will cre-
ate new opportunities
for investment, techni-
cal assistance,  and
policy support for the
province.

In conclusion, he
directed all relevant de-
partments to complete
the conference prepara-
tions on time and with
high standards so that
Balochistan can suc-
cessfully host this sig-
nificant event.

Security forces foil Jaffar
Express sabotage

attempt in Balochistan

Community in Zhob Adopts
Ancient Pashtun Conservation Code to

Protect Forests and Wildlife

From Our
Correspondent:

A large community
gathering was held in
Narezai village of
Zhob, organised by the
Narezai Social and
Environmental Society
with support from the
Ashar Movement.
The jirga brought to-
gether local residents
along with representa-
tives of the Ashar
Movement from vari-
ous parts of the prov-
ince.

During the meet-
ing, villagers unani-
mously pledged to pro-
tect the area’s forests,
wildlife and natural
habitat. The commu-
nity agreed to enforce
a strict ban on tree
cutting and hunting.
This traditional
method of environ-

mental protection is
known as Pargorh —
an age-old Pashtun
practice used to safe-
guard forests long be-
fore modern conser-
vation models like As-
sisted Natural Regen-
eration.

Speaking to the
participants, Ashar
Movement founder
Salmeen Khpalwak
said that strengthening
local communities is
the most effective and
lasting approach to
preserving natural re-
sources. He noted that
the movement is com-
mitted to encouraging
villages to establish
their own protection
societies, which have
proven successful in
defending biodiversity
and preventing harm
to designated areas.

rom Our Corre-
spondent:

A large commu-
nity gathering was held
in Narezai village of
Zhob, organised by the
Narezai Social and
Environmental Society
with support from the
Ashar Movement.
The jirga brought to-
gether local residents
along with representa-
tives of the Ashar
Movement from vari-
ous parts of the prov-
ince.

During the meet-
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mously pledged to pro-
tect the area’s forests,
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an age-old Pashtun
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guard forests long be-
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vation models like As-
sisted Natural Regen-
eration.

Speaking to the
participants, Ashar
Movement founder
Salmeen Khpalwak
said that strengthening
local communities is
the most effective and
lasting approach to
preserving natural re-
sources. He noted that
the movement is com-
mitted to encouraging
villages to establish
their own protection
societies, which have
proven successful in
defending biodiversity
and preventing harm
to designated areas.

N A S E E R A B A D
(INP):  Security forces
on Tuesday foiled a
major sabotage attempt
targeting the Jaffar Ex-
press after an explosive
device was found
planted on a railway
track in Balochistan’s
Naseerabad district.

According to po-
lice officials, unidenti-
fied attackers had
planted the bomb on
the track near Dera
Murad Jamali in an at-
tempt to strike the
Quetta-bound Jaffar
Express, which was
travelling from Lahore.

The explosive de-
vice was discovered
shortly before the pas-
senger train was due to
pass through the area.
Security forces and
police responded
swiftly, defusing the
device and averting a
potential disaster. The
train was stopped at
the Dera Murad Jamali
railway station for
safety, the station mas-
ter confirmed.

Police said ap-
proximately 3.5 kilo-
grams of explosive
material had been
planted on the track

within the limits of the
Sadar police station.
The Bomb Disposal
Squad safely defused
the device. Officials
noted that the train was
only minutes away
from reaching the site
when the bomb was
discovered.

This was the latest
in a series of attacks
targeting the Jaffar Ex-
press.

Just a day earlier,
the Peshawar-bound
Jaffar Express nar-
rowly escaped an at-
tack in the Bolan Pass
area of Kachhi district.
That incident marked
the sixth attack on the
train between Quetta
and Sibi in the past one
and a half months.

In Monday’s inci-
dent, armed men
opened fire on the train
from surrounding
mountains near Aab-i-
Gum shortly after it
had crossed Mach sta-
tion. Security person-
nel, including Railways
Police on board, re-
turned fire, forcing the
attackers to flee. Rail-
way officials confirmed
that all bogies remained
safe.

Balochistan Education Minister
Emphasizes Merit, Integrity and

Anti-Corruption in Education Sector
News Desk

QUETTA: Provincial
Minister for Education,
Ms. Raheela Hameed
Khan Durrani, said that
we live in a society
where corruption
emerges in various
forms despite hard
work and perfor-
mance. She empha-
sized the urgent need to
guide the thoughts of
female students and the
younger generation in a
positive direction. She
said that Pakistan is a
blessing, a country
founded in the name of
the Kalima and created
through the sacrifices
of our forefathers. To-
day, it is our responsi-
bility to base the
nation’s development
and progress on hon-
esty and integrity.

She expressed
these views while ad-
dressing a ceremony
held at Government
Girls Postgraduate Col-
lege Quetta Cantt, or-
ganized by the Direc-
torate of Colleges &
Higher Education
Balochistan in collabo-
ration with the National
Accountability Bureau
(NAB) Balochistan, on
the successful conclu-
sion of provincial-level
competitions.

The Education
Minister said that Islam
provides us with a com-
plete code of life, of-
fering clear guidance in
every aspect. If we
correct our thinking

and behavior, society
can automatically im-
prove.

At times, a single
sentence can change a
life; she prayed that
even one word spoken
at the ceremony today
brings positive change
in the students’ lives.

Ms. Raheela
Hameed Khan Durrani
reiterated that the cur-
rent provincial
government’s policy is
clear: eliminating cor-
ruption from the Edu-
cation Department is
its top priority. Under
Chief Minister
Balochistan Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti’s vision,
the government has
taken practical steps to
ensure transparency
and merit in the entire
system.

She stated clearly
that no job in the Edu-
cation Department has
been sold, nor will it be
allowed. All recruit-
ment processes have
been made transparent,
with merit being the
foremost criterion.

 The teachers re-
cruited are selected
purely on the basis of
merit and capability.

The Education
Minister reaffirmed the
government’s commit-
ment to continue tak-
ing all necessary mea-
sures to eradicate cor-
ruption and promote
transparency in the
education sector, so
that the younger gen-
eration can be provided
with a better, cleaner,
and stronger educa-
tional system.

It is noteworthy
that these competitions
were organized in col-
laboration with NAB
Balochistan to promote
honesty, transparency,
creativity, and positive
activities among stu-
dents. Additional Di-
rector NAB
Balochistan Imran
Akhtar Majeed, Direc-
tor Colleges Professor
Muhammad Hussain
Baloch, Joint Director
Professor Sadia Niaz,
and Principal Govern-
ment Girls Postgradu-

ate College Quetta Cantt
Sadia Farooqi attended
the ceremony.

Various speakers
appreciated the perfor-
mance of students,
highlighting that such
competitions play a vi-
tal role in nurturing
positive thinking, moral
values, and creative
abilities among the
youth. They empha-
sized that students are
the nation’s asset, and
everyone must work
collectively to eliminate
corruption to ensure
Pakistan continues on
the path of progress.

Students from
across Balochistan par-
ticipated enthusiasti-
cally in various catego-
ries, including Urdu
speech, English
speech, Urdu essay
writing, English essay
writing, poster making,
painting, and creative
writing. In the end, the
Education Minister dis-
tributed prizes among
students who demon-
strated outstanding
performance.
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Export development surcharge scrapped by
Shehbaz Sharif in a bid to boost business
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Water crucial to economic security
NEWS DESK:  The
country will require
around 60 million acre
feet (MAF) of addi-
tional irrigation water
to meet food, energy
and other needs of a
population expected to
reach 315 million by
2050, up from the cur-
rent estimate of 251
million. The new wa-
ter storage projects
currently under devel-
opment can provide
11.13MAF additional
resource.

These details were
shared during a meet-
ing of the Senate
Standing Committee on
Water Resources on
Monday, chaired by
Senator Shahadat
Awan.

The committee ex-
pressed concern that
the Pakistan Space &
Upper Atmosphere Re-
search Commission
(Suparco) had
breached its privilege
by failing to provide a
report on more than
1,300 encroachments
along riverbanks, de-
spite repeated requests.

Water Resources
Secretary Syed Ali
Murtaza told the com-
mittee that the govern-

ment was considering
a reservoir on the
Chenab River near
Chiniot to manage
flood flows from
across the border. He
said the feasibility study
for the project had been
completed.

60MAF gap esti-
mated by 2050 amid
population surge, Sen-
ate body told

A Wapda team, led
by Member Water
Syed Ali Akhtar Shah,
informed the commit-
tee that dams currently
under various stages of
development would

add about 11.13MAF of
storage capacity. This
includes 8.1MAF from
Diamer-Bhasha and ad-
ditional capacity from
projects such as
Mohmand, Kurram
Tangi, Nai Gaj and
Naulong.

Wapda officials
said the Chenab River
contributes roughly
23MAF annually, with
its entire catchment
area located in India.
India can change flows
into Pakistan through
its existing and planned
projects on the river.

Senator Awan ex-

pressed displeasure
over the lack of coor-
dination among federal
and provincial bodies
regarding encroach-
ments on riverbeds. He
directed the water re-
sources secretary to
ensure better coordina-
tion among all relevant
authorities. The com-
mittee also took strong
notice of Suparco’s
non-compliance over
the verification report
on the removal of en-
croachments. The
Senate Secretariat later
said the committee
chair, with the mem-

NEWS DESK: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Monday ordered to
immediate abolish the
export development
surcharge (EDS), taking
a small but important
step to lower the cost of
doing business for
exporters and
responding to
complaints about misuse
of funds. The premier
instructed to establish a
committee to oversee the
utilisation of the pending
balance of Rs52 billion in
the Export Development
Fund (EDF), which is
funded through a 0.25%
surcharge. The decision
has been taken following
recommendation from
the prime minister 's
private sector-led
working group on the
Export Development
Fund. Musadaq
Zulqarnain, a leading
textile exporter, chaired
the working group.

It was decided that
the 0.25% EDS on
exports would be
withdrawn immediately,
providing essential relief
to exporters and
s u p p o r t i n g
competitiveness in
global markets. The
prime minister ordered a
third-party audit of EDF
in line with international
standards and directed
the immediate abolition
of the export surcharge,
according to an
announcement made by

the PM Office. The
meeting also discussed
the option of
promulgating a
presidential order to
immediately withdraw
the surcharge. Earlier,
the prime minister ended
an unjustified television
fee of Rs35 in every
electricity bill as part of
efforts to reduce the cost
of doing business.
Pakistan is struggling to
enhance exports and one
of the causes is the high
cost of doing business.

During the meeting,
members of the working
group raised concerns
about high taxes and the
cost of energy. The prime
minister said that other

working groups were
f i n a l i s i n g
recommendations on
these aspects. He added
that a suitable chairman
should be appointed to
ensure the best possible
utilisation of EDF. It is
the first
recommendation that the
PM has so far accepted
from any of the eight
working groups.

The Export
Development Fund
panel was the second in
the series that submitted
recommendations to the
prime minister in the past
few days after the
working group on
i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n .
Minister of State for

Finance Bilal Azhar
Kayani is assisting the
premier and the private
sector-led groups in
coming up with
recommendations that
can revive the economy
on a sustainable basis.

The working group
on industrialisation has
proposed lett ing
Pakistani rupee gain its
real value by linking it
with average inflation in
trading partner countries
and lowering interest
rate close to the domestic
inflation reading.
However, the prime
minister has not yet
given his decision on
both of these major
recommendations. He

Financial inclusion demands digital shift
NEWS DESK:Pakistan's
banking landscape is un-
dergoing a seismic tran-
sition as the country's
traditionally branch-
centric system struggles
to cope with a massive
influx of new customers
entering the formal fi-
nancial network.

With tens of mil-
lions of unbanked Paki-
stanis now seeking digi-
tal access to payments,
remittances, and sav-
ings, industry experts
say that the existing
brick-and-mortar model
is no longer equipped to
handle the scale or
speed of demand. As fi-
nancial inclusion accel-
erates, banks are being
pushed towards an en-
tirely new digital-first
business strategy to
serve a rapidly expand-
ing and increasingly
tech-dependent popula-
tion.

Mashreq on Mon-
day formally launched
Mashreq NEO,
Pakistan's first Islamic-
first digital banking plat-
form, positioning the
UAE-based bank at the
centre of a fast-evolving
financial ecosystem de-
fined by soaring digital
payments, rising remit-
tance needs, and a grow-
ing base of underserved
customers across rural
and low-income seg-

ments.
Built on a cloud-na-

tive architecture aligned
with the State Bank of
Pakistan's digital bank-
ing framework, NEO
aims to provide secure,
paperless, and value-
based banking to mil-
lions of Pakistanis, espe-
cially those still outside
the formal economy.

With a roadmap to
serve 10 million custom-
ers in the next five years,
Mashreq NEO is target-
ing multiple
underserved groups:
salaried professionals
frustrated by legacy
banking delays,
freelancers struggling
with cross-border trans-
fers, small-town and ru-

ral users with limited
branch access,  and
women seeking trans-
parent, low-cost finan-
cial services.

The bank is also
pushing aggressively
into the high-value remit-
tance corridor, espe-
cially the UAE-Pakistan
route, by enabling in-
stant, zero-fee account
opening and transfers
for non-resident Paki-
stanis (NRPs) already
banking with Mashreq
in the Gulf.

Pakistanis send
home $9.3 billion annu-
ally from Saudi Arabia
and $7.8 billion from the
UAE alone, a combined
$17.1 billion from just
two corridors.

Mashreq Bank Paki-
stan CEO Muhammad
Hamayun Sajjad said the
digital platform is de-
signed to solve deep-
rooted structural prob-
lems in Pakistan's bank-
ing industry, where digi-
tal usage is high but digi-
tal capacity remains lim-
ited. "We have 9.1 billion
digital transactions an-
nually worth around
Rs612 trillion. But the ar-
chitecture behind the
system is outdated, built
around branches, paper-
work, and core systems
designed decades ago,"
he said. "We see this as
an opportunity. A digital
bank, if done right, can
disrupt the market, re-
duce costs for custom-

ers, and expand inclu-
sion at scale."

Pakistan's digital
economy has expanded
sharply, with mobile and
internet penetration ris-
ing, but inclusion re-
mains uneven. Despite
65% of Pakistanis hold-
ing a bank account, ef-
fective financial inclu-
sion is only 28%, driven
by millions of dormant or
inactive accounts.

Rural areas remain
largely cash-based,
while freelancers and
micro-entrepreneurs
face steep banking fees
and documentation bar-
riers. NEO's onboarding
- no references, no pa-
perwork, account open-
ing in minutes – is de-
signed to break these
bottlenecks.

Sajjad drew paral-
lels to Nubank, the Bra-
zilian digital bank that
transformed financial in-
clusion and contributed
nearly 1% of Brazil's
GDP through reduced
fees, simplified access,
and mass onboarding.
He said Pakistan is
ready for a similar leap.

"One bank in Brazil
helped 22 million people
open their first-ever bank
account. It reduced
banking fees from 3.3%
to 1.1%. Imagine the im-
pact if Pakistan adopts
a similar model.

Minister for shipping
tie-up with Dhaka

NEWS DESK: Federal
Minister for Maritime
Affairs Muhammad
Junaid Anwar
Chaudhry has pro-
posed the establish-
ment of a formal coop-
eration framework be-
tween Pakistan Na-
tional Shipping Corpo-
ration (PNSC) and
Bangladesh Shipping
Corporation to deepen
maritime collaboration
between the two coun-
tries. The proposal, pre-
sented during a meet-
ing in London with Dr
M Sakhawat Hussain,
Adviser for Shipping of
Bangladesh, envisions a
comprehensive part-
nership encompassing
joint container and bulk
shipping services, tech-

nical training
programmes, coopera-
tion in maritime safety
and seafarer develop-
ment, reciprocal port-
call facilitation, and
strengthened diplo-
matic and technical en-
gagement at senior lev-
els. Chaudhry re-
quested Bangladesh's
support for Pakistan in
the International Mari-
time Organisation
(IMO) Category C
elections, reaffirming
Islamabad's commit-
ment to reciprocate.

"Pakistan will posi-
tively support
Bangladesh's request
for support in the IMO
Category C elections,"
he stated, signalling an
intention to enhance

PPL restores production at
Adam West Field

NEWS DESK: Paki-
stan Petroleum Ltd
(PPL) has restored
gas production at the
Adam West X-1 ST
well in the Hala Block,
District Matiari, fol-
lowing completion of
workover operations
that addressed a long-
standing water break-
through issue.

PPL, which oper-
ates the block with a
65 per cent working
interest alongside joint-
venture partner Mari
Energies Ltd (35pc),
confirmed that the
sidetracked well has
been tested at ap-

Shipping framework with BD proposed
NEWS DESK: Pakistan
has proposed establish-
ing a formal cooperation
framework between the
Pakistan National Ship-
ping Corporation
(PNSC) and the
Bangladesh Shipping
Corporation (BSC) to
deepen maritime col-
laboration.

The proposal was
presented by Maritime
Affairs Minister
Muhammad Junaid
Anwar Chaudhry during
a meeting in London
with retired Brigadier
General Dr. M. Sakhawat
Hussain, an adviser on
shipping for
Bangladesh.

The proposal envi-
sions a comprehensive
partnership encompass-
ing joint container and

bulk shipping services,
technical training
programmes, coopera-
tion on maritime safety
and seafarer develop-
ment, reciprocal port-
call facilitation, and
strengthened senior-
level diplomatic and
technical engagement.

The minister
emphasised Pakistan’s
broader goal of building
cooperative frameworks
with Bangladesh
through platforms such
as the IMO and the In-
ternational Labour
Organisation (ILO) on
seafarer-related matters,
as well as relevant re-
gional maritime group-
ings.

He highlighted
KPT’s expanding capac-
ity,  ongoing

proximately 8.5
mmscfd of gas at a
wellhead pressure of
540 psig on a 58/64”
choke, said a press
release on Monday.

The Adam West
X-1 well originally dis-
covered hydrocarbons
in Septe-mber 2014 in
the Lower Goru for-
mation and began pro-
duction in June 2015.
However, by 2019, ex-
cessive water inflow
led to production de-
clines and eventually
its cessation.

Earlier efforts to
isolate the water-pro-
ducing zones were

bers’ consent, decided
to treat Suparco’s non-
compliance as a breach
of the committee’s
privilege.

The committee
was informed that
Punjab had removed
1,790 encroachments
out of a total 2,687,
leaving 897 still in
place.

Sindh had re-
moved only six of 164.
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
had cleared 126 of 377,
reducing the number of
remaining structures to
251. Balochistan re-
ported no progress.

gave the directive that an
interim steering
committee,  led by
p r i v a t e - s e c t o r
representatives, should
be formed to supervise
the utilisation of the
remaining Rs52 billion
available in EDF. The PM
was informed that
another about Rs8 billion
was being collected in
the current fiscal year
and its utilisation should
also be the mandate of
the committee. The PM
stressed that EDF
resources must only be
utilised for research and
development, skil l
development and
competitiveness-related
interventions.

bilateral coordination
across multilateral fo-
rums.

The minister un-
derscored Pakistan's
broader goal of build-
ing cooperative frame-
works with Bangladesh
at platforms such as
the IMO, the Interna-
tional Labour
Organisation (ILO) on
seafarer-related mat-
ters and relevant re-
gional maritime group-
ings.

Enhanced coordi-
nation, he emphasised,
would bolster the abil-
ity of both countries to
shape global maritime
policy and safeguard
shared interests in ship-
ping, port development
and seafarer welfare.

unsuccessful, and res-
ervoir modelling later
indicated that drilling a
sidetrack was the only
commercially viable
solution.

The workover,
which began in Octo-
ber, involved drilling a
new sidetrack above
the problematic lower
intervals. According to
PPL, the complex and
high-risk operation re-
quired extensive plan-
ning. The company
said the well will be
connected to the Hala
processing facilities
soon after rig
demobilisation.

modernisation initia-
tives, and improved turn-
around times as evi-
dence of Pakistan’s
readiness to support re-
gional trade flows. The
minister said closer port-
to-port collaboration
could ease logistics chal-
lenges, reduce regional
bottlenecks, and open
new avenues for com-
mercial  integration
across South Asia.

To sustain momen-
tum, both sides noted
that launching a Paki-
stan-Bangladesh Mari-
time Dialogue would be
a structured platform for
regular discussions on
port development, ship-
ping sector cooperation,
the blue economy, fish-
eries, and other emerg-
ing maritime issues.-
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PSB overturns lifetime ban on Arshad
Nadeem’s coach Salman Butt

Pulisic fires AC Milan to derby glory as
Roma move top of Serie A

Pakistan tennis icon Aisam Qureshi calls time on illustrious career

Four national players advance into
CAS squash second round

Stubbs hits 94 as South Africa set India
mammoth 549 target in second Test

NEWS DESK:
Pakistan’s squash play-
ers enjo-yed a success-
ful day as Hamza Khan,
Mohammad Ammad,
Anas Shah and Nasir
Iqbal powered into the
second round of the
CAS Serena Hotels Inter-
national Squash Cham-
pionship which started
here at  the Mushaf
Squash Complex on
Monday.

The day, however,
was not without a set-
back for the home con-
tingent,  as seasoned
campaigner Tayyab
Aslam saw his campaign
come to an end.

Hamza delivered a
commanding perfor-
mance, dispatching
Egypt’s Seif Shenawy in
straight games. The Pa-
kistani player dominated

the match, sealing a 11-
8, 11-5, 11-5 victory in
just 27 minutes.

Ammad also made a
strong start to his tour-
nament,

overcoming Hong
Kong’s Chi Him Wong

with a convincing 11-3,
11-5, 11-9 win in 32 min-
utes.

Veteran Nasir se-
cured his place in the
next round after a hard-
fought battle against
Malaysia’s Bryan Tze

Kang Lim. Nasir eventu-
ally triumphed 11-9, 11-
9, 10-12, 11-5 in a 43-
minute encounter.

Anas, meanwhile,
came from a game down
to beat Egypt’s Ziad
Ibrahim 4-11, 11-7, 11-9,

NEWS DESK: Christian
Pulisic fired AC Milan to
derby victory with the
only goal in Sunday's 1-
0 win over Inter Milan,
moving his side up to
second in Serie A and
within two points of new
leaders Roma.

USA forward
Pulisic pounced for his
fifth goal of the season
in the 54th minute after
Inter goalkeeper Yann
Sommer weakly palmed
away Alexis
Saelemaekers' low shot,
Milan's only true oppor-
tunity of a tense encoun-
ter at a boisterous San
Siro.

Pulisic has been ex-
cellent this season, with
two assists to go with
his joint league-leading
goal tally for Milan, who
have a great record
against the top teams
but have dropped
points to the lesser
lights.

"Often you're more
on it for a big match, and
we need to understand
that we're vulnerable
when we let the intensity
drop," said Milan coach
Massimiliano Allegri.

But Milan also had
Mike Maignan to thank
for the three points as
the France goalkeeper
kept out Hakan
Calhanoglu's penalty in
the 74th minute and
tipped a Lautaro
Martinez volley onto the
post eight minutes be-
fore half-time.

Francesco Acerbi
thumped a header onto
the woodwork 10 min-
utes before as Inter domi-
nated the play but
couldn't find their way
past Maignan.

Inter sit fourth, a
point behind Milan and
champions Napoli, and
narrowly above high-
flying Bologna.

Cristian Chivu's
team now turn their at-
tentions to
Wednesday's Champi-
ons League clash at

NEWS DESK: The next
chapter in Pakistani ten-
nis began with the close
of another as top-ranked
player Aisamul Haq
Qureshi announced his
retirement from profes-
sional tennis at  the
opening ceremony of
the ATP Challenger Pa-
kistan in Islamabad on
Monday night.

Bringing the inter-
national event to home
soil was a dream come
true, Aisam, who is
president of the Paki-
stan Tennis Federation
(PTF), said at a press
conference for the event
earlier this month.

“I don’t know if my
tears are for my career or
hosting the challenger
cup as president,” the
visibly emotional 45-
year-old joked as he ad-
dressed the audience on
a chilly evening.

PTF described his
retirement as the “con-
clusion of an era”.

“His legacy will
continue to inspire up-
coming players and con-
tribute to the growth and
recognition of tennis
across the nation,” the
federation said in a post
on social media.

The right-hander

final at the 2010 US Open
in both the men’s and
mixed doubles.

Aisam achieved a

career-high singles rank-
ing of 125 in December
2007, and a doubles
ranking of 8 in June 2011

NEWS DESK: The
Pakistan Sports Board
(PSB) has overturned
a lifetime ban imposed
on Salman Iqbal Butt,
the coach of Olympic
gold medallist Arshad
Nadeem, ruling that
the sanction was un-
lawful and restoring
his professional rights.

In a detailed order
issued by Senator
Pervaiz Rashid in his
capacity as adjudica-
tor for the PSB, the
lifetime ban imposed
by the Athletics Fed-
eration of Pakistan
(AFP) on October 12
was declared “void ab
initio and without law-
ful authority.”

The AFP had im-

After extensive pro-
ceedings, the adjudica-
tor ruled in favor of
Butt in a final order
dated November 13.

“The lifetime ban
has no legal effect and
is declared void,” the
order stated.

It directed the
AFP to “immediately
withdraw all adverse
communications” sent
to international bodies,
including World Ath-
letics and the Asian
Athletics Association,
which had negatively
affected Butt’s inter-
national standing. The
federation is also re-
strained from issuing
any future “defama-
tory or prejudicial

posed in violation of
due process is void ab
initio,” the order read,
citing violations of Ar-
ticles 4, 10-A, and 25
of the Constitution of
Pakistan. It also de-
scribed the lifetime
ban as “ultra vires, ex-
cessive, and unsup-
ported by any consti-
tutional authority” un-
der AFP rules.

The ruling clarified
that the AFP had no
jurisdiction over the
PAA elections, as the
association is a provin-
cial body under the
supervision of the
Punjab Sports Board
and the Punjab Olym-
pic Association. The
elections were ob-

11-5 after 38 minutes on
court.

In the only disap-
pointment for Pakistan
on the opening day,
Tayyab was outplayed
by Adam Hawal as the
Egyptian secured a 11-
9, 11-8, 11-6 victory in 36
minutes.

Pakistan’s top
seeds Noor Zaman and
Mohammad Asim Khan,
received byes in the first
round and will begin
their campaigns in the
second round on Tues-
day.

In Monday’s other
matches,  Malaysia’s
Mohammad Syafiq
Kamal,  Japan’s
Tomotaka Endo and
Khaled Labib of Egypt
also registered convinc-
ing wins to confirm their
second round spots.

Atletico Madrid, where
they can take another
step towards direct
qualification for the last
16 after winning all four
of their previous
matches.

"We're on the right
track. We believe in the
coach and the project,
and we can't change our
minds about that be-
cause of one defeat,"
said Marcus Thuram.

"We've got things
we need to improve, but
we can't throw every-
thing out the window."

Milan meanwhile
have a whole week to
bask in a second
straight derby win, with
the red and black half of
the city not having
tasted defeat to their lo-
cal rivals since Inter
sealed their 20th league
title against them in April
2024.

Earlier,  Matias
Soule, Evan Ferguson
and Wesley scored the
goals which gave Roma
a 3-1 win at Cremonese
and continued their
strong start to life under
Gian Piero Gasperini.

Roma had only
scored 12 times in their
previous 11 league fix-
tures but were clinical in
front of goal at  the

posed the ban on Butt
over undisclosed ad-
ministrative disputes,
including a disagree-
ment involving the
Punjab Athletics As-
sociation elections.
Butt challenged the
ban,

arguing that it
was issued without
proper jurisdiction, due
process, or legal basis.

co mmun ica t i on s”
against him.

The adjudicator
noted multiple proce-
dural and legal flaws
in the AFP’s actions,
including the absence
of a formal charge
sheet, no inquiry re-
port, and the lack of a
meaningful right to a
hearing or defense.

“A penalty im-

served by nominated
officials, and no objec-
tions were raised at
the time.

The order also
highlighted the ad-
verse impact of the
ban on Pakistan’s elite
athletics programme.
Butt has coached
Nadeem for several
years, including during
his historic perfor-

SPORTS

mance at the Paris
2024 Olympics. Ac-
cording to the adjudi-
cator, AFP’s actions
had “disrupted
Pakistan’s high-per-
formance athlete’s
preparations, created
uncertainty for a lead-
ing Olympic athlete,
damaged national
medal prospects, and
risked reputational
harm internationally.”

The record in-
cluded a written en-
dorsement from
Nadeem himself sup-
porting Butt and op-
posing the ban.

The PSB’s legal
advisor, Saif ur
Rehman Rao, assisted
during the proceed-

ings, while the AFP
was represented by its
president,

Brigadier (R)
Wajahat Hussain, and
advocate Usman
Akram. The adjudica-
tor overruled AFP’s
objection to the
petition’s maintainabil-
ity, affirming full juris-
diction under the PSB
Constitution.

Stadio Giovanni Zini and
are in the discussion for
a first league title since
2001.

"I said yesterday
that it's only right to
dream in these posi-
tions, even though in
the end dreams rarely
come true," said
Gasperini.

"We're trying to
keep the dream going for
a little while longer."

Soule fizzed in
Roma's opener in the
17th minute, just after
Cremonese forward
Federico Bonazzoli had
forced a fine save from
Mile Svilar.

And what had been
a tight match was then
decided by two quick
strikes from Brighton
loanee Ferguson, who
scored his first club goal
in over a year,  and
Wesley.

Ferguson calmly
stroked home in the 64th
minute after the ball
ratt led around the
Cremonese area, and
moments later Brazilian
full-back Wesley fin-
ished off a lightning
counter-attack by
dinking a brilliant finish
over Emil Audero.

Prior to Roma mak-
ing the game safe, cen-

NEWS DESK:
Tristan Stubbs made
94 as South Africa de-
clared their second in-
nings on 260-5 to set
India a record victory
target of 549 and close
in on a series win in
the second Test on
Tuesday.

World Test cham-
pions South Africa
lead the two-match
series 1-0 and even a
draw in Guwahati
would seal their first
series win in India
since 2000.

India suffered
their fourth defeat in
six home Tests in the
opener in Kolkata and
the hosts need to bat
for more than three
sessions to avoid an-
other loss.

The highest suc-

cessful run chase in
Test cricket was West
Indies’ 418 against
Australia in 2003.
India’s highest was
406 against West
Indies in 1976.

Stubbs was the
last man out as he fell
bowled to Ravindra
Jadeja (4-62) and
South Africa declared
in the final session on
day four.

Stubbs put on 101
runs for the fourth
wicket with Tony de
Zorzi, who made 49,
until left-arm spinner
Jadeja broke through.

Jadeja had De
Zorzi lbw but Stubbs
stood firm to frustrate
the Indian bowlers in
a 180-ball stay pep-
pered with nine fours
and a six.

South Africa re-
sumed on 26-0 after
bundling out India for
201 on day three to
lead by 288 in the first
innings. They did not
enforce the follow-on
and decided to bat
again to pile the mis-
ery on the hosts.

L e f t - h a n d e d
opener Ryan
Rickelton hit three
fours in the first ses-
sion before he fell to
Jadeja while attempt-
ing another hit over
cover but got caught
out. He made 35.

Jadeja bowled the
other overnight batter,
Aiden Markram, for
29 before fellow spin-
ner Washington
Sundar dismissed
skipper Temba
Bavuma for three.

tre-back Gianluca
Mancini was spared
from conceding a pen-
alty near half-time after
a VAR check chalked off
his penalisation for
handball.

And Gasperini, who
was livid with the initial
awarding of a penalty
against Mancini, was
sent off for more dissent
shortly before Ferguson
doubled Roma's lead.

That means
Gasperini will miss
Roma's huge clash with
champions Napoli in the
Italian capital next week-
end. Gasperini was seen
going berserk with joy in
the stands after
Ferguson broke a club
goal duck which
stretched back to Octo-
ber last year.

The 21-year-old
was only fi t for the
bench and with Paulo
Dybala and Ukraine
striker Artem Dovbyk
both sidelined with in-
jury the Ireland
international's goal is
great news for Roma.

Francesco Folino
netted a consolation
goal in stoppage time for
promoted Cremonese,
who sit 12th after their
fourth defeat of the sea-
son.

with recently-retired
partner Rohan Bopanna
of India, according to
the ATP Tour,  who

honoured Aisam and
seven other retired stars
at the Nitto ATP Finals
in Turin earlier this

month. “Obviously it’s
an amazing feeling [to be
here],” said the former
Top 10 star, who is one

of only four men to win
the ATP’s Arthur Ashe
Humanitarian Award
twice. “Growing up as a
Pakistani, a young kid, I
never thought I would
have such a long career
to start with. Playing
with the top guys, at the
top tournaments, and
qualifying for the Nitto
ATP Finals also four
times. It’s been amazing,
and this is like a full
circle,“ Aisam had said.

“The ATP was like
a second family to me.
I’ve had some ups, I’ve
had some downs, but
overall, I think it was a
mutual friendship and
trust that I gathered the
most.” The tennis star
made his final tour-level
appearance in a Davis
Cup tie in Paraguay in
September. He won 18
tour-level doubles
crowns, including two
ATP Masters 1000 titles.
He is also the most suc-
cessful Davis Cup player
in Pakistan’s history,
with the team most no-
tably reaching the World
Group play-offs in 2005.
Aisam’s efforts on the
humanitarian front were
recognised as he and
partner Bopanna were
honoured.

turned pro in 1998 and
was the only Pakistani
tennis player to have
played in a Grand Slam
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Afghan Taliban regime accuses Pakistan of overnight airstrikes

Wednesday,November.26.2025 DAILY QUETTA VOICE

Turkish parliamentary delegation makes first
visit to jailed PKK leader Ocalan

NEWS DESK: The
Afghan Taliban re-
gime accused Paki-
stan on Tuesday of
launching air strikes in
Afghan territory over-
night.

In a post on X,
Afghan Taliban
Spokesperson wrote
Pakistan had
“ b o m b e d ”
Afghanistan's Khost
province and carried
out air strikes in Kunar
and Paktika.
Islamabad has not yet
officially responded to
this statement.

The aforemen-
tioned strikes were re-
portedly carried out on
the same day Federal
Constabulary (FC)
soldiers repelled mul-
tiple attackers, includ-
ing a suicide bomber,
who attempted to
storm their headquar-
ters in Peshawar. At
least three paramili-
tary personnel were
martyred and 11 oth-
ers were injured in the
attack.

Pak-Afghan ten-

Pakhtunkhwa (K-P)
and Balochistan,
prompting a swift and
forceful response
from the Pakistan
Army, which de-
stroyed several Af-
ghan posts and killed
dozens of Afghan sol-
diers and militants.

Earlier this month,
Denmark warned the
United Nations Secu-
rity Council (UNSC)
of the “serious threat”
posed by proscribed
Tehreek-i-Taliban Pa-
kistan (TTP) in Cen-
tral and South Asia,
saying the group re-
ceives “logistical and
substantial support
from the de facto au-
thorities”.

Speaking as chair
of the Security Coun-
cil ISIL (Daesh) and
Al-Qaeda Sanctions
C o m m i t t e e ,
Denmark’s Deputy
Permanent Represen-
tative Sandra Jensen
Landi highlighted the
presence of approxi-
mately 6,000 TTP
fighters in Afghani-

stan, responsible for
high-profile attacks on
Pakistan from Afghan
soil.

Also read: 'Secu-
rity first, trade later':
Afghan border to stay
shut indefinitely

Landi also noted
evolving threats from
ISIL, Al-Qaeda, and
their affiliates. ISIL-
Khorasan (ISIL-K) in
Central and South
Asia remains a seri-
ous concern, with at
least 2,000 fighters tar-
geting Afghan authori-
ties, Shia communities,
and foreign nationals.
Meanwhile, Daesh af-
filiates in Africa, in-
cluding ISWAP, have
expanded activities
and propaganda.

Pakistan’s Deputy
Permanent Represen-
tative Usman Jadoon
echoed concerns over
terrorism emanating
from Afghanistan. He
stressed Pakistan’s
sacrifices in combating
terrorism, noting over
80,000 casualties and
economic losses.

sions
Talks between

Pakistan and Afghani-
stan in Istanbul have
stalled, with no break-
through on
Islamabad’s demand
for a concrete plan to
dismantle terrorist net-
works operating from
Afghan soil. Despite
mediation by Turkish
officials, the Taliban
delegation has refused
to provide written
guarantees.

A security source
earlier told The Ex-
press Tribune, "The
logical and reasoned
demands that Paki-
stan has presented are
legitimate, but the Af-
ghan Taliban delega-
tion is not ready to
fully accept them".

"The message
from Islamabad was
clear – no compro-
mise on terrorism. Pa-
kistan has presented
specific proposals
seeking verifiable
measures to dismantle
the TTP network and
prevent cross-border

attacks," said another
source privy to the
matter.

Pakistan has since
decided to keep its
border crossings with
Afghanistan shut for
an indefinite period,
signalling a hardened
stance until the Af-
ghan Taliban regime
took “verifiable and ir-
reversible” action

against terrorist out-
fits, particularly TTP.

Officials told The
Express Tribune that
the government had
conveyed to Kabul
that the crossings
would not reopen for
trade and commercial
activity unless con-
crete steps were
taken to eliminate anti-
Pakistan elements op-

erating from Afghan
soil. The border clo-
sure, which stretched
beyond a month, left
thousands of trucks
and containers
stranded on both sides,
crippling bilateral trade
and the regional tran-
sit route.

The crossing
points remained open
only for one-way hu-

manitarian movement,
primarily to facilitate
the return of Afghan
refugees and stranded
individuals. Tensions
along the Pak-Afghan
border escalated on
October 12, when
clashes erupted after
the Afghan Taliban
regime opened unpro-
voked fire at multiple
locations in Khyber-

Controversial US-backed Gaza Humanitarian
Foundation ends aid operations

NEWS DESK: The
controversial, US and
Israel-backed Gaza
Humanitarian Foun-
dation (GHF) says it is
winding down its aid
operations in the Pal-
estinian territory, after
almost six months.

The organisation
had already suspended
its three food distribu-
tion sites in Gaza af-
ter the ceasefire be-
tween Hamas and Is-
rael took effect six
weeks ago.

The GHF aimed
to bypass the UN as
the main supplier of aid
to Gaza's population.
UN and other aid
agencies refused to
co-operate with its
system, saying it was
unethical and unsafe.

Hundreds of Pal-
estinians were killed
while seeking food
amid chaotic scenes
near GHF's sites,
mostly by Israeli fire,
according to the UN.
Israel said its troops
fired warning shots.

The GHF said on
Monday that it was
winding down opera-
tions now because of
the "successful
completion of its
emergency mission",
with a total of three
million packages con-
taining the equivalent
of more than 187 mil-
lion meals delivered to
Palestinians.

The GHF's execu-
tive director, Jon
Acree, also said the
US-led Civil-Military
Coordination Centre
(CMCC) - which has
been set up to help
implement US Presi-
dent Donald Trump's
Gaza peace plan -
would be "adopting

and expanding the
model GHF piloted".

US state depart-
ment spokesperson
Tommy Piggott wrote
on X: "GHF's model,
in which Hamas could
no longer loot and
profit from stealing
aid, played a huge role
in getting Hamas to
the table and achiev-
ing a ceasefire."

Hamas - which
denies stealing aid -
welcomed the closure
of the GHF, Reuters
reported.

A Hamas spokes-
man said GHF should
be held accountable
for the harm it caused
to Palestinians.

"We call upon all
international human
rights organisations to
ensure that it does not
escape accountability

eased a total blockade
on aid and commercial
deliveries to Gaza that
lasted 11 weeks and
caused severe short-
ages of essential sup-
plies. Three months
later, a famine was
declared in Gaza City.

The GHF's food
distribution sites in
southern and central
Gaza were operated
by US private security
contractors and lo-
cated inside Israeli
military zones.

The UN and its
partners said the sys-
tem contravened the
fundamental humani-
tarian principles of
neutrality, impartiality
and independence,
and that channelling
desperate people into
militarised zones was
inherently unsafe.

The UN's human

after causing the death
and injury of thousands
of Gazans and cover-
ing up the starvation
policy practised by the
(Israeli) government,"
Hazem Qassem
wrote on his Telegram
channel.

The GHF began
operations in Gaza on
26 May, a week after
Israel had partially

rights office said it re-
corded the killing of at
least 859 Palestinians
seeking food in the vi-
cinity of GHF sites be-
tween 26 May and 31
July. Another 514
people were killed
near the routes of UN
and other aid convoys,
it added. Most of
them were killed by
the Israeli military, ac-

Xi says Taiwan’s 'return' to China key to
global order in call with Trump

cording to the office.
The Israeli mili-

tary said its troops had
fired warning shots at
people who ap-
proached them in a
"threatening" manner.

The GHF said
there were no
shootings at the aid
sites and accused the
UN of using "false and
misleading" statistics
from Gaza's Hamas-
run health ministry.

The GHF's future
had been uncertain
since Hamas and Is-
rael agreed a ceasefire
deal to implement the
first phase of Trump's
peace plan.

It said aid distribu-
tion would take place
"without interference
from the two parties
through the United
Nations and its agen-

NEWS DESK: A delega-
tion from a Turkish par-
liamentary commission
overseeing the disarma-
ment of the outlawed
Kurdistan Workers'
Party (PKK) militant
group paid their first
visit to its jailed leader
Abdullah Ocalan on
Monday, the parliamen-
tary speaker 's office
said. In their meeting in
a prison on the island of
Imrali off Istanbul, the
delegation asked Ocalan
about the PKK's disso-
lution and disarmament
as well as the implemen-
tation of an agreement
with the Syrian govern-
ment and Syrian Demo-
cratic Forces (SDF), a
statement said. Fighters
with the Kurdistan Work-
ers' Party (PKK) walk to
a disarmament ceremony
marking a significant
step toward ending the
decades-long conflict
between Turkey and the

outlawed group, in the
Qandil mountains, Iraq
October 26,
2 0 2 5 . P H O T O :
REUTERS According to
Daily Sabah, the Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip
Erdogan on Monday
welcomed a parliamen-
tary committee’s deci-
sion to visit PKK leader

Abdullah Öcalan in
prison, calling it a step
that could “accelerate an
end to terrorism” as
Türkiye pursues a “ter-
ror-free” initiative.

The visit was en-
dorsed by the National
Solidarity, Brotherhood
and Democracy Commit-
tee, created last August

NEWS DESK: Chinese
President Xi Jinping told
US President Donald
Trump during a phone
call on Monday that
Taiwan's "return to
China" is a key part of
the post-war interna-
tional order, state news
agency Xinhua re-
ported.

"China and the
United States once
fought side by side
against fascism and mili-
tarism, and should now
work together to safe-
guard the outcomes of
World War Two," Xi was
quoted as saying by
Xinhua.

A White House of-
ficial confirmed Trump
and Xi had spoken by
phone but gave no de-
tails.

China regards Tai-
wan as part of its terri-
tory and has not ruled
out the use of force to
take control of it, though

the island's government
rejects Beijing's claim
and says only Taiwan's
people can decide their
future. China is locked
in its biggest diplomatic
crisis for years with Ja-
pan, after Japanese Prime
Minister Sanae Takaichi
said this month a hypo-
thetical Chinese attack
on democratically gov-

How Israel is leveraging legal tools and
development plans to seize Palestinian

neighborhood of Sheikh Jarrah
NEWS DESK: Israel is
entering a “new and dan-
gerous phase” to ce-
ment its hold over occu-
pied East Jerusalem, us-
ing sweeping legal and
bureaucratic measures
to reshape the Sheikh
Jarrah neighborhood
and expand settlements,
an Israeli nonprofit said
in a new report.

The report, released
in late October by human
rights group Ir Amim,
says the Israeli govern-
ment is promoting two
major housing projects
under the guise of urban
renewal.

Together, they
would see about 2,000
Israeli families settled in
Sheikh Jarrah, a neigh-
borhood long emblem-
atic of Palestinian iden-
tity. According to the re-
port, the plans would
displace all Palestinians
in the western section, a
key Palestinian area
known as the Western
Neighborhood or Umm
Haroun.

This push, Ir Amim
notes, forms part of a
wider set of state actions
reshaping control over
one of East Jerusalem’s
most contested areas.

For residents, these
policies compound
years of pressure.

“Our neighborhood
has been suffering for
more than 20 years be-
cause of court cases,
eviction orders and ris-
ing rents,” said
Mahmoud Al-Saou, a
community representa-
tive facing eviction. “All
of this is being done to
force the residents out.”

Al-Saou said that
his own legal struggle
began in 2005. “They de-
cided they wanted to de-
molish my house and
build a six-story building
on its land, forcing me
out,” he told Arab News.

“We go to the Is-
raeli  courts because
there are no others, but
they don’t give us jus-
tice. Honestly, we only
go to court to buy time.”

That uncertainty, he
said, has become a con-
stant burden. “Imagine
living in your home and
constantly being threat-
ened that at any mo-
ment,  you might be
forced to leave, with no-
where to go.”

His family has lived
in their Umm Haroun
home since 1963. “I was
born here, my children
were born here, and all
our memories are in
Sheikh Jarrah,” he said.
“We can’t imagine hand-
ing our homes over to
settlers.”

According to Al-
Saou, sett ler groups
have already seized sev-
eral plots, turning empty
land into parking lots to
strengthen future claims.
“They want to build
settlement units, shop-
ping centers, malls and

heirs, and the Israeli
General Custodian
placed settlers in their
home after their passing.

“We tried so hard to
take over that house le-
gally, but we couldn’t,”
Al-Saou said.  “The
neighborhood desper-
ately needs housing for
its own families.”

The Shamasneh
family, AFP reported,
was evicted in 2017 after
an eight-year legal battle
that ended with courts
siding with heirs claim-
ing pre-1948 Jewish
ownership. Ir Amim’s re-
port confirms that the
second household had
no heirs and was seized
by the state.

These evictions,
the report shows, lay the
groundwork for the
state-backed plans now
moving forward. In late
2024, the Jerusalem De-
velopment Authority
submitted a zoning plan
to replace about 40 Pal-
estinian homes in Umm
Haroun with 316 hous-

playgrounds — all
through land seizure,”
he said.

Two families have
already been removed;
the Shamasnehs and the
household of Hajj Abu
Khalil and Hajjah Umm
Khalil. The latter had no

ing units.
The plan is mar-

keted as the renewal of
the historic Jewish
neighborhood of
Nahalat Shimon, which
existed before 1948.

The authority,
jointly owned by the

erned Taiwan could trig-
ger a military response
from Tokyo.

Xi and Trump met in
South Korea on October
30 following months of
trade tensions triggered
by Trump's tariff poli-
cies.

Also Read: China to
launch Shenzhou-22
spacecraft on November

25
China has since re-

sumed purchases of U.S.
soybeans and halted its
expanded curbs on rare
earths exports, while the
US lowered tariffs on
China by 10%.

Xi said that China-
US ties have stabilised
and improved since their
meeting.

Ministry of Jerusalem
Affairs and the Jerusa-
lem Municipality, is re-
sponsible for carrying
out government devel-
opment initiatives.

Ir Amim said that
past attempts at mass
eviction stalled because
residents held protected
tenancy rights.  But
rebranding the effort as
urban renewal, the group
says, allows authorities
and settler organiza-
tions to bypass these
legal protections en-
tirely.

In May, the Jerusa-
lem Municipality’s Local
Planning Committee rec-
ommended advancing
the plan with several
amendments.

Pressure is also
mounting in the Eastern
Neighborhood, or Karm
Al-Jaouni, where several
families — including the
Hanouns, Al-Kurds and
Al-Ghaouis — have al-
ready been evicted.

“They were evicted
years ago,” Al-Saou

said. “And the court
cases continue in the
eastern section.”

Beyond evictions, Ir
Amim’s report cites on-
going land-registration
processes enabling
state and settler bodies
to claim ownership.

cies, and the Red
Crescent, in addition
to other international
institutions not associ-
ated in any manner"
with Hamas and Is-
rael.

UN spokesperson
Stephane Dujarric
said on Monday that
the GHF's shutdown
would have "no im-
pact" on its operations

to guide the initiative
launched by MHP leader
Devlet Bahçeli, who had
urged lawmakers to en-
gage Öcalan directly.
While three parties ab-
stained, the AK Party,
MHP and the pro-PKK
DEM Party will send
representatives to Imrali
Island this week.


