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Governor Balochistan Hosts
Job Fair 2025 to Boost Employment

Opportunities for Youth
Syed Ali Shah:

Universities
Equipped to Provide
Advanced Training

Governor Balochistan, Jafar
Khan Mandokhail, highlighted
the growing capabilities of the
province’s public universities,
stating that their senior scholars
and researchers are now fully
equipped to provide advanced
training to officers in major com-
panies and government depart-
ments. He emphasized that de-
grees and certifications awarded
by these institutions are fully
credible, and their expertise

should be leveraged for the ben-
efit of the country.

Addressing Youth
Unemployment

through Job Fairs
The remarks were made dur-

ing the “Job Fair 2025” held at
the BUITEMS University, Takatu
Campus. The event was attended
by Vice Chancellor Dr. Khalid
Hafeez, Pro-Vice Chancellor Dr.
Maroof Kasi, Principal Secretary
to the Governor Kaleem Allah
Babar, Vice Chairman of the
Balochistan Investment Board
Bilal Khan Kakr, along with rep-
resentatives from various univer-
sities, national and international

Website: www.quettavoice.com

Quetta Police Bust Organised Crime Gangs: Stolen
Vehicles, Gold, and Arms Recovered

Qaseem Shah,
News Desk:

QUETTA: Deputy Inspector Gen-
eral (DIG) of Police Quetta, Imran
Shaukat, has announced major
breakthroughs in the city’s inten-
sified crackdown on organised
crime, revealing that police have
made significant progress over
the past five weeks.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence, DIG Imran Shaukat said
Quetta Police accelerated opera-
tions across the city, resulting in
the arrest of suspects involved
in vehicle theft, robberies, and
other criminal activities. He said
coordinated efforts are underway
to dismantle organised criminal
networks operating in and around
Quetta.

According to the DIG, police
had been receiving frequent com-
plaints about vehicles stolen from
other provinces and sold in
Balochistan. Acting on these re-
ports, police launched targeted
operations which led to the re-
covery of several snatched and
stolen vehicles from Karachi and
other areas. A major gang in-
volved in vehicle theft was also
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KP CM Afridi
stages sit-in after

being denied
meeting with Imran

for eighth time

NEWS DESK:

After being denied a meeting with
PTI founder Imran Khan for the
eighth time, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Chief Minister Sohail Afridi
staged a sit-in at Factory Naka,
near Rawalpindi’s Adiala Jail on
Thursday.

CM Afridi was also denied a
meeting with Imran at the jail last
Friday. Speaking to reporters, he
stated that it was unfortunate
that, despite having orders from
the Islamabad High Court (IHC),
he was not permitted to meet the
patron-in-chief of his party. He
added that he wrote to the chief
justice but received no response
regarding the issue.

The CM and party support-
ers originally intended to march
to the prison, where Imran is in-
carcerated, but were stopped by
a heavy contingent of police per-
sonnel at Factory Naka.

The CM offered prayers at
the sit-in, which were led by
Punjab lawmaker Hafiz Farhat
Abbas.

Speaking to reporters earlier
today, Afridi said that police had
stopped him this afternoon at
Factory Naka, near the jail. This
is the same area where the party
staged a sit-in after being denied
a meeting with Imran earlier this
week.

“I told the police that I was
stopped last time, and I am also
being stopped this time,” CM
Afridi said. “I told them, ‘If you
stop me, then tell me why you are
defying court orders in writing.’
They did not give me a reason.”

The KP CM added that the
situation is “worsening” and
questioned why the authorities
are not complying with court or-
ders. “A province is being treated
like a stepmother,” CM Afridi re-
marked. “If the representative of
25 million people is being treated
like this, then it is not a good thing.

“Would you like it if it hap-
pened to someone else in another
province tomorrow?” The CM
added that nobody was allowed
to meet the PTI founder, be it his
sisters, doctors, lawyers or party
leadership. “These people (au-
thorities) need to decide who they
are standing with. If they con-
tinue with this attitude, then we
will take a final option,” he said,
not elaborating on the “final op-
tion” itself. PTI concerned about
Imran’s health The PTI expressed
concern over Imran’s health while
incarcerated, as he has been
barred from seeing his family and
lawyers for over three weeks.

busted, with 20 vehicles recov-
ered from their possession. FIRs
have been registered in multiple
cases.  He further said that
progress has been made in a Rs
20 million robbery case in Sariab,
where a special police team ar-
rested two suspects and recov-

ered stolen items. In another rob-
bery case in Sariab, police ar-
rested three suspects and seized
gold worth Rs 7 million, mobile
phones, and other valuables.

DIG Imran Shaukat con-
firmed that weapons and ammu-
nition were also recovered dur-

ing various operations. In the last
six weeks, police conducted over
80 raids targeting organised crime
groups.

He warned that money gen-
erated through organised crime
is often used to fund terrorism,
making these operations even

companies, and banks.
Governor Mandokhail

pointed out that one of the
province’s most pressing chal-
lenges is youth unemployment.
Unlike Punjab and Sindh, employ-
ment opportunities in Balochistan
are limited, leaving many young
people struggling to find work.
He said job fairs play a crucial role
in bridging the gap between
academia and industry, helping
students explore new career
paths and employment opportu-
nities.

Bridging Academia
and Industry for

Career Development

He added that such initia-
tives provide students with prac-
tical insights into the profes-
sional world, demonstrating the
strong link between education
and employment.

The universities aim not only
to provide quality education but
also to equip students with mod-
ern skills, professional networks,
and opportunities that enable
them to succeed in their chosen
careers.

Governor Mandokhail fur-
ther emphasized the need to
strengthen collaboration between
academia and the private sector,
noting that the government alone
cannot provide employment for

millions of youth. Strengthening
the private sector is therefore es-
sential for sustainable job cre-
ation.

The eighth BUITEMS Job
Fair 2025 featured stalls from na-
tional and international compa-
nies and banks,

where representatives
briefed students on their organi-
zations, products, and career op-
portunities.

 The Governor personally
visited over 100 stalls, encourag-
ing students to take advantage
of the opportunities available and
congratulated the university ad-
ministration for successfully or-
ganizing the event.

more crucial for public safety. He
added that Quetta Police remain
committed to restoring peace in
the city and eliminating criminal
elements completely.

“We are determined to make
Quetta a peaceful and secure
city,” the DIG said.

IHC summons
DIG over
woman,
children

abduction case
NEWS DESK:

The Islamabad High Court has
summoned the Islamabad Direc-
tor Inspector General of Investi-
gation on December 9 over the
alleged abduction of a woman and
her minor daughters from Lahore
and Bahawalpur, linked to a finan-
cial dispute involving former PIA
Chief Executive Officer
Musharraf Rasool.

The court has directed the
DIG to clarify whether statements
from the Lahore police involved
in the raid on the woman’s house
have been recorded, and whether
those who carried out the raid had
valid search warrants. Justice
Mohsin Akhtar Kayani
emphasised that any removal of
individuals without a warrant
constitutes abduction, adding
that the court seeks to establish
the truth in a case involving the
humiliation of a woman and her
children. “If someone is taken
without a search warrant, it is
considered abduction.
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Balochistan’s Climate Fund – A
Lifeline Against Growing Disasters

Israel and Iran Conflict and Its Impact on Middle East Stability
Syed Muhammad

Waseem:
Israel and Iran are ex-
changing deadly at-
tacks. Israeli strikes have
hit homes, hospitals, and
aid workers in Tehran.
Iran responded with mis-
sile and drone attacks on
cities like Tel Aviv and
Haifa. Many civilians
have been killed or in-
jured on both sides.

The conflict is draw-
ing global attention.
President Trump left the
G7 early due to the cri-
sis. UK leaders warn
against military action
without approval. Ten-
sions are rising, and the
risk of a wider war is
growing. Global powers
are urging both sides to
de-escalate.

The violence is
shaking the region’s sta-
bility. Political alliances
are shifting, economies
are under pressure, and
millions fear what comes
next. Behind the strikes
and statements lies a
deeper struggle for mili-
tary power, especially
between Iran and Israel.
From the origins of their
rivalry to current military
actions, regional fallout,
and global reactions, this
article breaks down what
you need to know.

Historical
Background

The Iran-Israel con-
flict history began inten-
sifying after the 1979 Ira-
nian Revolution, which
transformed Iran from a
close ally of Israel into
one of its fiercest oppo-
nents. Iran’s support for
armed groups l ike
Hezbollah and Hamas,
along with Israel’s tar-
geted assassinations
and airstrikes, deepened
the divide. The October
7 Hamas attack and
Israel’s retaliation
marked a sharp escala-
tion, pushing the conflict
into more direct and dan-
gerous territory.

Over the years, the
tensions have played
out through a timeline of
provocative events.
Iran’s controversial
nuclear program has
drawn repeated warn-

ings and attacks from Is-
rael. Both nations have
launched cyberattacks
against each other, with
incidents l ike the
Stuxnet virus and strikes
on nuclear sites. Proxy
wars have continued
across Lebanon, Syria,
and Gaza, keeping the
region in a constant
state of unrest.

External powers
have also shaped the
conflict’s course. The
U.S. strongly supports
Israel with military aid
and intelligence, while
Iran receives political
backing from Russia and
economic support from
China. These global ties
have made the situation
more complex, raising
the stakes and limiting
diplomatic solutions.

Current State
of the Conflict

The conflict  be-
tween Israel and Iran is
intensifying, with Israel
intercepting 30 drones
and multiple ballistic
missiles from Iran.

Israel’s airstrikes tar-
geted missile storage and
launch sites, while also
killing Iranian chief of
staff Ali Shadmani.

Iran retaliated with
missile strikes on Israel,
causing damage in places
like Herzliya, though no
injuries were reported.
The conflict has led to at
least 224 Iranian and 24
Israeli casualties, with
countries like India and
Pakistan evacuating their
citizens from Tehran.

Israel’s attacks have
disrupted Iranian energy
infrastructure, including
the South Pars gas field.
The violence has
strengthened support for
Iran’s hardliners, with
global concerns rising
over the ongoing con-
flict.

Impact on Middle
East Stability

Political
Instability

The Israel-Iran con-
flict is deeply affecting
nearby nations. Syria’s

new Sunni-led govern-
ment has moved away
from Iran. It sees Israel’s
strikes as helpful in re-
ducing Iranian influence.
Iraq is under pressure as
Iran-backed militias grow
more aggressive.
Lebanon’s Hezbollah
has lost strength and is
avoiding direct involve-
ment, though tensions
remain high.

Jordan and Egypt
are walking a careful line.
Jordan fears instability
and has warned against
any attacks from its terri-
tory.

Egypt is worried
about its energy supply
and trade routes like the
Suez Canal. Disruptions
could hurt its economy,
which depends heavily
on imports and stable
fuel access. Both nations
aim to avoid being drawn
into the conflict.

As the war drags on,
regional alliances are
shifting. Syria is moving
closer to the West. Iraq
struggles to balance re-
lations with Iran and the

U.S. Egypt and Jordan
are working to protect
their own security. This
conflict is not just about
two nations—it’s
changing the political
map of the Middle East.

Security
and Military

Impact
The Israel-Iran con-

flict has triggered a re-
gional arms race. Coun-
tries like Saudi Arabia,
UAE, and Egypt are in-
creasing their defense
spending.

 They want to up-
grade weapons, air de-
fenses, and missile sys-
tems. This rise in military
buildup reflects growing
fears of future attacks.

The chances of a
wider war are also rising.
Iran’s support for militias
and Israel’s direct strikes
have already pulled
Syria, Iraq, and Lebanon
into tension.

 Any miscalculation
or surprise attack could
quickly expand the con-

flict. This creates con-
stant fear across the
Middle East.

To prepare, nations
are strengthening mili-
tary ties with global pow-
ers. U.S.

bases in Jordan and
Iraq are on high alert. At
the same time, Russia
and China are showing
more interest in the re-
gion. The Middle East is
turning into a major zone
of power competition
and possible war.

Economic
Consequences

The conflict has
sent shockwaves
through oil markets.
Brent crude spiked by
nearly 7%, reaching
$74.60 per barrel. Inves-
tors fear Iran could close
the Strait of Hormuz a vi-
tal route for global oil.
Any disruption here
could push oil prices
above $100, hurting both
producers and consum-
ers.

Trade routes and
airlines are also affected.

Several carriers sus-
pended flights to Iran,
Iraq, and nearby na-
tions. Jordan, Iraq, and
Iran closed their air-
space, halting traffic on
some of the world’s busi-
est air corridors. These
changes hurt tourism
and slow cargo move-
ment across continents.

Conflict-hit coun-
tries like Iran face added
economic pressure.
Sanctions, rising infla-
tion, and oil infrastruc-
ture damage are worsen-
ing Tehran’s financial
crisis. Iraq and Lebanon
may also suffer due to
economic ties with Iran
and ongoing instability.
Global inflation may rise
if this war continues.

Humanitarian
and Social

Consequences
The human toll is

rising fast. Over 220 Ira-
nians, including women
and children, have been
killed.

 Israeli casualties
are also growing. Mis-
siles and airstrikes are
displacing families, de-
stroying homes, and
leaving civilians trapped
in unsafe areas.

Anger is spreading
across the region. Anti-
Israel protests have
erupted in Iraq, Leba-
non, and Egypt.

 At the same time,
anti-Iran sentiment is
growing in countries like
Jordan and Syria. The
conflict is deepening
political divides and fu-
eling mistrust among
neighboring popula-
tions.

This rising hostility
is damaging regional
unity. People are taking
sides based on political
or religious beliefs.
Online hate speech and
propaganda are also in-
creasing. If the conflict
continues, the social
fabric of many Middle
Eastern countries could
unravel even further.

International
Reactions and

Mediation Efforts

The United States
strongly backs Israel and
warns Iran of tougher
retaliation. President
Trump stated that future
strikes could be even
more brutal if Tehran
doesn’t  step back.
Meanwhile, the EU and
United Nations have
urged both sides to
show restraint and return
to dialogue to avoid a
wider war.

Russia and China
have taken a different
stance.

 Both nations criti-
cized Israel’s actions and
called for a peaceful so-
lution.

Russia offered to
host peace talks, while
China emphasized the
need to protect energy
routes and maintain re-
gional stability.

Despite rising ten-
sion, diplomatic efforts
are slowly moving.

The UN is consider-
ing emergency talks, and
some countries are pro-
posing fresh sanctions
on Iran.

Others are pushing
for a ceasefire and talks
to prevent further blood-
shed and protect civil-
ians on both sides.

Conclusion
The Israel-Iran con-

flict has triggered politi-
cal instability, military
escalation,  and eco-
nomic shockwaves.
Neighboring countries
like Syria,

Lebanon, and Iraq
face serious risks, while
oil  prices and trade
routes are under pres-
sure.

Civilian lives have
been lost, and public an-
ger is growing. Global
powers are taking sides,
but some are also push-
ing for peace.

This conflict is not
just about two nations,
it affects the whole re-
gion and beyond. With
rising deaths and eco-
nomic damage,

 urgent diplomacy is
needed. Only strong re-
gional cooperation and
global mediation can
stop the violence and
bring long-term peace.

Editorial:
Balochistan has taken a
historic and timely step
by establishing its first-
ever Climate Fund, a
move that signals the
province’s recognition
of the existential threat
posed by global warm-
ing and climate change.
In his recent meeting
with British High Com-
missioner Jane Marriott,
Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti rightly un-
derscored the urgency
of mobilizing resources
to safeguard communi-
ties from natural calami-
ties that are growing in
frequency and intensity.

Floods In
Bunair

The tragic flash
floods in the Bunair area
of Khyber
Pukhtoonkhwa this
month, which claimed
precious human lives,
are a grim reminder of
Pakistan’s extreme vul-
nerability. The province
sits on a fragile ecologi-
cal and seismic zone —
prone not only to floods
but also to recurring
droughts, earthquakes,
and the looming threat
of desertification. Each
disaster further strains
an already fragile infra-
structure, displaces

communities, and deep-
ens poverty.

Stop
Deforestation

The Climate Fund,
if implemented transpar-
ently and effectively,
has the potential to be-
come a lifeline for mil-
lions. It can provide the
financial base for disas-
ter preparedness, early
warning systems, refor-
estation, water manage-
ment, and community
resil ience projects.
Equally important, it can
build trust between the
government and people
by showing that saved
resources — like the Rs.
14 billion curtailed from
non-developmental ex-
penditures — are being
invested in protecting
lives and livelihoods.

The Battle Cannot
Be Fought Alone

However, climate
change is not a battle
that Balochistan can
fight alone. Partner-
ships with international
all ies,  such as the
United Kingdom, are es-
sential in bringing tech-
nical expertise, innova-
tive solutions, and fund-
ing support. Training
local institutions, par-
ticularly in areas like di-

saster management and
environmental gover-
nance, should be a top
priority.

The provincial
government’s commit-
ment to reforms in gov-
ernance, education, and
healthcare is commend-
able, but the climate
emergency must remain
at the center of its devel-
opment agenda.

 Without climate re-
silience, all other reforms
risk being washed away
by the next flood or
crippled by the next
drought.

Balochistan has
shown leadership by
creating this Climate
Fund. The next step is to
ensure that it does not
become another
underutilized policy ini-
tiative. Effective moni-
toring,  independent
oversight, and commu-
nity involvement will be
key to making it a suc-
cess.

In the face of global
warming, every delay
carries a cost in human
lives and economic sta-
bility. The Chief Minis-
ter must now take all
possible steps to trans-
late the promise of the
Climate Fund into tan-
gible protections for the
people of Balochistan.

From Classroom to Courtroom:
Navigating the Journey of Young

Lawyers in Pakistan
Advocate Babar Azam

The Reality Check After
Law School

The journey of
young lawyers in Paki-
stan begins long before
they ever argue a case —
it starts in law school,
filled with excitement,
ambition, and dreams of
serving justice. Students
immerse themselves in
theory, case studies,
moot courts, and re-
search projects, often in-
spired by seminars and
court visits where senior
lawyers present the pro-
fession as a noble and re-
warding path. This ide-
alism fuels their passion
to defend rights and up-
hold the law. However,
the real world often tells
a different story. The gap
between classroom
learning and courtroom
realities becomes obvi-
ous when fresh gradu-
ates — particularly first-
generation lawyers —
enter practice. Without
structured guidance,
many struggle to figure
out how to join a cham-
ber, select a legal special-
ization, or decide be-
tween pursuing an LLM,
Bar-at-Law, or directly
entering litigation. While
a fortunate few find
genuine mentors who
involve them in case
preparation and court
appearances, many are
left to navigate the pro-
fession with little to no
support.

Challenges
Faced by Junior

Advocates
Once they begin

practicing, junior advo-
cates in Pakistan en-
counter multiple chal-
lenges that hinder their
growth. In some cham-
bers, instead of being
taught drafting skills, le-

another they know noth-
ing about, resulting in
embarrassment before
judges. Even as they
start gaining basic skills,
they endure long work-
ing hours, heavy
workloads, and little rec-
ognition. Many are not
taken seriously by cli-
ents, court staff, or even
fellow lawyers. Public
criticism from seniors in
front of clients — in-
stead of constructive
private guidance —
damages their confi-
dence and undermines
their advocacy skills.
These hurdles, com-
bined with financial pres-
sure and lack of respect,
push some talented in-

gal research, and court
procedure, juniors are
tasked with clerical work
— carrying files, making
photocopies, or rushing
between courtrooms to
seek adjournments.
They might prepare one
case but be sent at the
last moment to argue

dividuals to leave the
profession altogether,
which is a significant
loss for Pakistan’s legal
system.

The Role of
Mentorship and

Supportive Seniors
Despite these

struggles, there are exem-
plary seniors and judges
who actively support the
professional growth of
young lawyers. Good
mentors involve juniors
in real legal work, allow
them to argue simple ap-
plications, and offer pa-
tient guidance when mis-
takes are made. They
share fees, provide sti-
pends, and help their
juniors build courtroom
confidence step by step.
Some judges also en-
courage young advo-
cates by explaining pro-
cedures and giving them
space to argue, fostering
an environment of learn-
ing and respect. To ex-
pand such support, Bar

Councils should orga-
nize career guidance
seminars in universities,
where senior lawyers
can advise students on
chamber selection, ca-
reer paths, and skill de-
velopment. Law schools
should also offer intern-
ships in litigation, cor-

porate,  and judicial
fields to help students
identify their areas of in-
terest early. Financial
support — such as sti-
pends, books, and uni-
forms — could be
funded through court
cost awards under Sec-
tion 35 of the Civil Pro-
cedure Code. These
measures would ease
the financial and profes-
sional burden on junior
lawyers, allowing them
to focus on building
their careers.

Building a
Respectful and

Sustainable
Legal Culture

For the legal profes-
sion in Pakistan to
thrive, respect and dig-
nity must be restored for
junior lawyers.

Article 14 of the
Constitution guarantees
the dignity of every citi-
zen, yet many juniors
face disrespect within
their own chambers.
This culture must shift
— seniors should treat
juniors

as future col-
leagues rather than as-
sistants, while juniors
must remain patient, dili-
gent, and committed to
continuous learning.
Giving young lawyers
opportunities to argue
even simple matters can
greatly enhance their
skills and confidence,
preparing them for more
complex cases in the fu-
ture.

Mutual respect and
collaboration between
seniors and juniors can
close the gap between
theory and practice, cre-
ating a legal community
that values mentorship
and professional devel-
opment.

The future of justice
in Pakistan depends on
how well we support
today’s young lawyers.
By bridging the gap from
classroom to courtroom,
we can shape a genera-
tion of confident, com-
petent advocates who
carry forward the values
and integrity of the pro-
fession.

Author’s Bio:
Advocate Babar

Azam Umrani is a young
practicing lawyer in
Balochistan, committed
to advocating for the
professional develop-
ment, mentorship, and
rights of junior lawyers.

E m a i l :
b a b a r a z a m u m r a n i
@gmail.com
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50pc of Afghans travelling abroad used
Pakistani passports: senator

NEWS DESK: Jamiat
Ulema-i-Islam Pakistan
(JUI-P) Senator Attaul
Haq on Thursday stated
that Afghans with Paki-
stani passports travel
abroad and if they en-
gage in crime, it reflects
badly on Islamabad.

Speaking during a
meeting of the Senate
Functional Committee
on Human Rights, he
said, “Fifty per cent of
Afghans travel abroad
using Pakistani pass-
ports.  Whenever Af-
ghans are caught by au-
thorities abroad, they
are carrying Pakistani
passports.”

An official from the
interior ministry ac-
knowledged that this
had occurred, but as-
sured the committee that
the practice had
stopped.

“In the past, when
people were deported
from Saudi Arabia, it was
found that deportees
were Afghan citizens
carrying Pakistani pass-
ports.”

Earlier today, the
committee condemned
Justice Ali Baqar Najafi’s
remarks in the Noor
Mukadam case that sur-
faced a day earlier, deem-
ing them “ridiculous”.

Justice Najafi, who

is now part of the Fed-
eral Constitutional Court
(FCC), observed that the
Noor Mukadam case was
the direct result of a
“vice” spreading in so-
ciety known as “living
relationship”.  It ap-
peared the judge was re-
ferring to a live-in rela-
tionship, where two un-
married individuals in a
romantic relationship
cohabitate.

In a meeting today,
the committee ques-
tioned what “would hap-
pen to the conviction
rate in cases against
women, which is already
shameful, if a judge him-
self has made such re-
marks.”

The committee

summoned advocate
generals,  prosecutor
generals, police officials
and all relevant authori-
ties due to the low con-
viction rate.

Conviction rate in
cases of gender-based
violence (GBV) is report-
edly as low as 1.2 per
cent due to weak pros-
ecution and judicial de-
lays.

Women’s rights ad-
vocates say there is also
no centralised GBV da-
tabase, hindering data
analysis. Furthermore,
due to resource con-
straints, shelters and cri-
sis centres, GBV courts,
police protection cells,
and the l ike are
underfunded.

Noor, aged 27 years,
was found murdered at
the Islamabad residence
of Zahir Zakir Jaffer in
July 2021. In May, a
three-judge Supreme
Court bench, led by Jus-
tice Hashim Kakar and
including Justices
Ishtiaq Ibrahim and
Najafi, had upheld the
death sentence awarded
to Zahir, who was con-
victed by an Islamabad
trial court in 2022.

Last month,  the
apex court had taken up
Zakir’s review petition
challenging the capital
punishment awarded to
him. During the hearing,
Justice Najafi told senior
counsel Khawaja Haris
Ahmed, representing

the convict, that it would
be more appropriate for
him to start arguments
after going through the
additional note he had
not yet issued at the
time. Later, Justice Najafi
was sworn in as a judge
of the FCC, established
earlier this month after
the 27th Constitutional
Amendment.

In an additional
note on the Noor murder
case,  which was up-
loaded on the SC
website on Wednesday,
Justice Najafi upheld the
sentence handed to
Zahir and observed that
“the present case is a di-
rect result  of a vice
spreading in the upper
society which we know
as ‘living relationship’
[sic]”.

He stressed that
such relationships ig-
nored “societal compul-
sions” and “defy not
only the law of the land
but also the personal
law” under Sharia.

The judge’s obser-
vations, which surfaced
just a day after the In-
ternational Day for the
Elimination of Violence
Against Women, also
triggered criticism from
many on social media, in-
cluding lawyers and
journalists.

Imaan Mazari, Hadi Ali Chatta
object to new court-appointed

lawyer after previous
counsel’s vanishing act

Sindh Assembly rejects Indian defence minister’s ‘delusional’
remarks on province as attempt to distort history

NEWS DESK: The
Sindh Assembly on
Thursday rejected the
remarks of India’s De-
fence Minister Rajnath
Singh regarding the
province as “delu-
sional” and said they
were a deliberate attempt
to distort history.

On Sunday, Singh
said that
“civilisationally, Sindh
will always be a part of
India”, and that “who
knows, tomorrow Sindh
may return to India
again”. His words were
strongly rebuked by the
Foreign Office as “dan-
gerously revisionist re-
marks” that revealed an
expansionist Hindutva
mindset.

The Sindh Assem-
bly unanimously passed
a resolution today, stat-
ing that the House “un-
equivocally condemns
the Defence Minister of
India’s statement as de-
lusional, inflammatory,
and a deliberate distor-
tion of history, made in
violation of diplomatic
norms and international
law”.

The resolution,
moved by Excise Minis-
ter Mukesh Kumar
Chawla, said the assem-
bly asserted “with abso-
lute clarity that Sindh is,
and will forever remain,
an inseparable and inte-
gral part” of Pakistan,
and rejected any narra-
tive, however absurd,
which suggested other-

wise.
The lawmakers re-

jected “with full force all
revisionist, expansion-
ist, and politically moti-
vated claims emanating
from India that attempt
to rewrite the history of
Sindh, Pakistan, or the
movement for indepen-
dence”.

It further con-
demned the extremist
policies of Indian Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi’s government that
“threaten regional
peace, undermine
civilisational heritage,
weaponise water re-
sources, and endanger
the environmental secu-
rity of millions”.

The resolution also
called upon the govern-
ment to “pursue decisive
diplomatic, legal, and
multilateral action to
protect the Indus River,
defend Pakistan’s rights

Amid reports of arbitrary offloading of passengers, FIA
official says only those without valid

documents being barred from travelling abroad

Lahore Zone Director
Captain (retired)
Muhammad Ali Zia ad-
dressed the recent issue
of “misleading AI-gener-
ated videos and false in-
formation circulating on
social media regarding
alleged offloading inci-
dents at airports”.

“All these rumours
have no connection with
reality,” Zia said, refer-
ring to reports of people
being offloaded “for no
reason”. However, the
FIA officer noted that a
lot of people were those
“who get deceived by
various human smug-
glers in some way”.

NEWS DESK: Lawyer
and rights activist Imaan
Zainab Mazari-Hazir and
her husband, Advocate
Hadi Ali Chattha, on
Thursday objected after
the apparent vanishing
act of the court-ap-
pointed lawyer repre-
senting them in the con-
troversial social media
posts case and the ap-
pointment of a new
counsel.

Judge Afzal
Majoka, who has been
presiding over the
case’s proceedings, too,
was also seemingly un-
aware of the finalisation
of the appointment of
the new counsel when
Advocate Taimur Janjua
showed up in the
Islamabad district and
sessions court instead
of Advocate Shakeel
Jatt.

Advocate Jatt, who
attended the case’s hear-
ing as Imaan and Hadi’s
court-appointed de-
fence counsel for the
first time on Tuesday,
had previously refused
to cross-examine the
prosecution’s wit-
nesses, saying that he
could not “ask ques-
tions dictated” to him.

“I am in favour of a
fair trial. I cannot ask
questions that are dic-
tated [to me]. My con-
science does not allow

this,” he had said. The
counsel had alleged
without sharing any
specific details that he
had “received 15 ques-
tions with the instruc-
tions that he should ask
them during the cross-
examination”.

Advocate Jatt had
also sought more time
from the court to prepare
for the case, but Advo-
cate Janjua showed up
at the hearing today to
represent Imaan and
Hadi.

When he informed
the court that he had
been appointed as the
couple’s counsel, Judge
Majoka said the court
had not yet received a
notification in this re-
gard.

A three-member
prosecution team
present at the hearing
assured the court that
the relevant notification
would be submitted.

For her part, Mazari
objected to the change,
questioning who had
made the new appoint-
ment and through what
process.  She also raised
concerns over the “dis-
appearance” of Advo-
cate Jatt. Mazari con-
tended that she or
Chattha had not ex-
pressed any lack of con-
fidence in Advocate Jatt
and requested the court

seen cases where people
get deceived by these
human smugglers and
change their routes mid-
transit, or take an accom-
plice with them in the
form of their mother or
sister, through which
they can exit here with
the [safeguard] of an
Umrah [visa],” Zia said.

He added there had
been past cases where
such people were de-
ported from other coun-
tries, following which
the FIA’s Anti-Human
Trafficking Cell registers
a case, conducts an in-
quiry and “such human
traffickers are brought

Zia detailed that
FIA immigration offi-
cials at airports check
the travel documents of
“all those people and
profile them”, asserting
that no one going abroad
for a valid purpose was
being stopped.

“All those who are
denied from going
abroad are refused due
to them not having valid
documents, or if they
have permits or visas
wherein the companies
stated do not exist, and
we have suspicions that
human smugglers are
trapping them and taking
them abroad.’’ “We have

under international trea-
ties, and hold India ac-
countable for violations
of water, environmental,
or humanitarian norms”.

New Delhi unilater-
ally held the Indus Wa-
ters Treaty in abeyance
in April this year based
on unsubstantiated
claims regarding the
Pahalgam attack, which
were strongly refuted by
Islamabad. A Sydney-
based think-tank
warned last month that
India could manipulate
river flows in the near
term, presenting an
“acute” danger for Paki-
stan.

In its resolution, the
House expressed “firm
solidarity with all com-
munities, within Paki-
stan and across India,
who respect the sanctity
of the Indus, reject ex-
tremism and revisionism,
and uphold the prin-

ciples of justice, coexist-
ence, and peace”.

The resolution pre-
sented by Chawla noted
that Sindh was an “an-
cient civilisation with its
own enduring identity,
culture, a political con-
sciousness, rooted in
history far older and
deeper than any modern
state”.

It highlighted that
the “people of Sindh, as-
serting their right to au-
tonomy and dignity,
chose in 1936 to sepa-
rate from the Bombay
Presidency, long before
the creation of Pakistan,
thereby demonstrating a
clear and unequivocal
will  for self-gover-
nance”.

“Sindh was the first
province to adopt the
historic resolution in
favour of the creation of
Pakistan, playing a deci-
sive and irreplaceable

role in the establishment
of the nation envisioned
by Quaid-i-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah,”
it stated.

The House de-
scribed statements made
by senior members of the
Modi government as not
only “historically base-
less but also reflect a
reckless, provocative,
and revisionist agenda
aimed at distorting facts
and destabilising the re-
gion”.

“The people of
Sindh, the people of Pa-
kistan,  and all  fair-
minded citizens of India
reject such destructive
policies and recognise
the Indus as a sacred,
life-giving artery of our
collective civilisation,” it
added.

The resolution
stated: “The Modi gov-
ernment has overseen
the gravest aggression
against the Indus River
in recorded history — an
act that constitutes a
violation of interna-
tional laws and a breach
of the Indus Waters
Treaty, and an assault
on the very ecological
civilisational founda-
tions of South Asia.

“An attack on the
Indus River is an attack
on a shared civilisation
and millions of liveli-
hoods, and on the cul-
tural and environmental
heritage that binds the
region together,” i t
added.

to record their state-
ments on the matter.

She further raised
doubts over an applica-
tion said to be submit-
ted by Advocate Jatt for
his removal as the duo’s
lawyer. Moreover, she
questioned why the
court had not objected
to the disclosures made
by Advocate Jatt at the
previous hearing.

After the court pro-
vided a copy of Advo-
cate Jatt’s application to
Chattha, the latter re-
quested the judge to
summon the lawyer. He
also contended the de-
fence had “not rejected”
the counsel.

However, the pros-
ecution objected to
Chattha’s request, argu-
ing that “while a ses-
sions judge is the appro-
priate authority to sum-
mon a state-appointed
counsel, the court hear-
ing the case is not the
relevant forum for such
an action”. The proceed-
ings were suspended for
a while after Mazari and
Chattha requested for
time to consult the newly
appointed counsel.
Judge Majoka accepted
their request and granted
them time until 1:30pm.

Earlier in the day,
the court had sus-
pended the proceedings
twice.

3 cops martyred in
terrorist attack on police

checkpost in Hangu: CTD
NEWS DESK: Three po-
lice personnel were
martyred as law enforc-
ers responded to a ter-
rorist attack on a
checkpost in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa’s Hangu
on Wednesday night,
according to an official
statement from the pro-
vincial Counter-Terror-
ism Department (CTD).

The statement, is-
sued late last night, said
terrorists carried out a
“cowardly attack on the
Qazi Talab checkpost in
the dark of the night”.

Responding to the
attack, Hangu District
Police Officer (DPO)
Khan Zeb Mohmand led
the operation against
the terrorists, the state-
ment said. It added that
while the operation was
underway, police per-
sonnel “surrounded the
area and stood firm
against the enemy like a
wall of lead”.

“Eventually, police
foiled the attack,” the
statement added. How-
ever, three policemen,
Head Constable Wahid
Shah, Head Constable
Hikmat Khan and Abdul
Samad, were martyred
during the operation.

The CTD statement
detailed that “intense
fighting” had continued
between police and the
terrorists for two hours,
and there were reports
of several deaths among
the terrorists.

“The terrorists took

advantage of the dark-
ness of the night and the
rocky mountainous ter-
rain and fled, taking their
dead and wounded with
them. However,  the
body of an armed terror-
ist was recovered during
the search and strike
operation,” the state-
ment said.

Cond emna t i on s
pour in

KP Chief Minister
Sohail Afridi strongly
condemned the attack, a
statement issued by his
office said, adding that
the provincial chief ex-
ecutive had also issued
instructions to “immedi-
ately send additional
personnel” to the site of
the incident.

“Terrorists have no
religion. Cowardly at-
tacks cannot demoralise
us,” the statement
quoted Afridi as saying.
He further said that the
terrorists would be
brought to justice and
the sacrifices of the mar-
tyrs “will not go in vain”.

He sought an imme-
diate report on the inci-
dent from the KP police
inspector general and
also called for the imme-
diate provision of medi-
cal treatment to those
injured in the attack, the
CM Office’s statement
said. “The fight against
terrorism will continue
with an even stronger
resolve,” the statement
further quoted the CM
as saying, adding that he

also prayed for the
martyred personnel and
their families.

Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi also con-
demned the attack and
paid tribute to the
martyred personnel.

A statement on the
interior ministry’s X ac-
count said that Naqvi ex-
tended condolences to
the bereaved families.
“Sacrifice of the
martyred personnel will
not go in vain,” he was
quoted as saying.

“These sacrifices
are a testament to
Pakistan’s unwavering
resolve in the fight
against  terrorism,”
Naqvi said, adding that
KP police were on the
front lines of this fight.

Pakistan has seen a
rise in terrorist attacks in
the recent past, particu-
larly in KP and
Balochistan, since the
banned Tehreek-i-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
ended its ceasefire with
the government in 2022.
With the end of the
ceasefire, the TPP had
vowed to attack security
forces, police, and per-
sonnel of law enforce-
ment agencies.

Last night’s attack
comes roughly three
weeks after an impro-
vised explosive device
struck a police convoy
conducting search op-
erations near a cemetery
in the Doaba area of
Hangu.

NEWS DESK: Amid re-
ports regarding the arbi-
trary offloading of pas-
sengers travelling
abroad, an official from
the Federal Investiga-
tion Agency (FIA) on
Thursday clarified that
people were only being
offloaded or denied
boarding if they did not
have valid documents or
authorities suspected
them of working with
migrant smugglers.

Over the past few
months, numerous inci-
dents have been re-
ported of travellers be-
ing offloaded from
flights at various air-
ports, despite possess-
ing valid travel docu-
ments. The actions came
after a crack down on
migrant smuggling after
last year’s Greece boat
tragedy that claimed
several Pakistani lives.
Earlier this month, FIA
Director General Riffat
Mukhtar acknowledged
that incidents of people
being offloaded had
been reported at Lahore
and Karachi airports,
and that investigations
were underway.

In a video statement
shared today, FIA

to a halt”. He urged the
public not to be fooled
by migrant smugglers.
The FIA officer said
those networks were
negatively portraying
the matter to “create un-
rest” and secure finan-
cial gains for themselves.

He recalled the
Mauritania and Greece
boat capsize incidents,
saying that innocent
people were shown
“dreams of Europe” and
smuggled out of Paki-
stan via dunki (illegal
land routes) or by tran-
siting in other countries,
only to be pressured into
handing over exorbitant
amounts of cash or even
losing their lives.

“Not only does
Pakistan’s name on an
international level get
maligned and the value
of our green passport
declines, but many
countries have also cre-
ated difficulties for us in
obtaining visas,” the
FIA Lahore director said.

Zia assured the
public that immigration
staff would facilitate all
those who were travel-
ling abroad for legitimate
reasons with valid docu-
ments.
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Major pipeline bursts in Peshawar; gas, CNG supply disrupted in KP
PESHAWAR(INP):A
major gas pipeline burst
in Peshawar’s Matni area
on Thursday, disrupting
supply to Peshawar,
Swat and Mardan.

Authorities have
restored limited house-
hold supply through al-

AJK govt to take priority steps to boost
Kashmir cause: AJK minister

PTI announces major
public rally in

Peshawar on Dec 07

M UZAF FARABAD
(INP): Azad Jammu and
Kashmir (AJK) Minister
for Kashmir Cause, Arts
and Languages, Nabila
Ayoub, has said that the
AJK government will
take a series of priority
measures to reinvigorate
the Kashmir cause at
home and abroad by
strengthening media
outreach, activating rel-
evant institutions and
introducing necessary
legislation.

According to Kash-
mir Media Service, the
minister was briefed
through multimedia
slides by Secretary
Kashmir Cause, Arts and
Languages,  Rafaqat
Hussain Khan, and Di-
rector Dr Sajjad Latif on
the performance, struc-
ture and emerging needs
of the Jammu and Kash-
mir Liberation Cell
(JKLC) and the Kashmir

Cultural  Academy
(KCA).

Ms Ayoub said the
government was com-
mitted to “mobilising
maximum public and me-
dia support for the free-
dom struggle” and
would adopt a more
organised strategy over
the next six months un-
der the guidance of
Prime Minister Raja
Faisal Mumtaz Rathore,
who also chairs both the
JKLC and the KCA.

“If required, neces-
sary legislation will also
be introduced in the
Legislative Assembly,
while the administrative
and financial needs of
the JKLC, KCA and their
attached wings will be
addressed without delay
to enhance their effec-
tiveness,” she added,
announcing that staff
performance would be
reviewed fortnightly.

The minister di-
rected the secretary to
activate all wings of the
JKLC, including the
Kashmir Centres estab-
lished at divisional head-
quarters,  and to
organise events across
all districts under the
banners of JKLC and
KCA. She stressed that
the research output of
both institutions must be
publicised locally and
internationally “through
digital, social, electronic
and print media in mul-
tiple languages”. Rel-
evant literature, she
added, should also be
sent to major universi-
ties, research bodies and
public institutions “so
that all segments of so-
ciety remain informed
about the latest devel-
opments related to the
Kashmir cause”.

Highlighting the
need for broader out-

PESHAWAR (INP): Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) has announced
plans to hold a large-
scale public rally in
Peshawar on December
7, coinciding with the
initiation of a compre-
hensive development
strategy for the provin-
cial capital,says in media
reports.

Chief Minister
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Sohail Khan Afridi re-
vealed these decisions
during an important
meeting of parliamentar-
ians and elected repre-
sentatives from
Peshawar.

The gathering,
which included current
and former members of
the provincial assembly,
local representatives,
and senior political lead-
ers, focused on formu-
lating a detailed develop-
ment vision to address
the city's longstanding
challenges.

A unanimous deci-
sion was reached to or-
ganize the significant
public rally on December

7, which will serve as a
platform to outline the
provincial government's
commitments to
Peshawar's develop-
ment.

In parallel, the gov-
ernment has decided to
convene a grand con-
sultative meeting next
week to finalize a mega
development plan val-
ued at Rs100 billion.

Addressing the par-
ticipants, Chief Minister
Afridi emphasized the
pivotal role of Peshawar,
stating, "Peshawar is
our identity, our face,
and the heart of the
province. We will take all
possible steps to restore
its glory."

He outlined key pri-
orities for the proposed
development initiatives,
including the accelera-
tion of mega projects,
restoration of infrastruc-
ture,

improved traffic
management, enhanced
cleanliness, beautifica-
tion efforts, and the pro-
vision of essential pub-
lic facilities.

South Waziristan
Upper's

distt steering
committee meets

DERA ISMAIL KHAN
(INP):  Additional
D e p u t y
Commissioner(General)
South Waziristan Upper
Fazal Wadood has said
that improving educa-
tion and ensuring trans-
parency are among the
top priorities of the dis-
trict administration.

He expressed these
views while chairing a
meeting of the district
steering committee on
education.

According to the
administration, the meet-
ing reviewed in detail
the monthly monitoring
reports, institutional
performance, and the
current educational situ-
ation,

while also formulat-
ing a comprehensive
strategy for the coming
month.

The District Educa-
tion Officers (male and
female), Additional
DEOs, and the District
Monitoring Officer
(EMU) attended the
meeting and presented
performance reports
from their respective do-
mains.

ECP notifies winners
of by-elections

QR code activated for payments in
Islamabad markets and transport

China-Pak Joint
Research Call unveiled

reach, Ms Ayoub said
regular cultural and
Kashmir-related events
should be held at divi-
sional and district head-
quarters, with strong
media projection and
greater engagement of
civil society.

Youth participation,
she noted, was essential
for strengthening
society’s connection
with Kashmiri culture,
heritage and the freedom
movement. The minister
also announced plans
for structural reforms,
including the establish-
ment of a Board of Gov-
ernors for the KCA, simi-
lar to the high-level
Board of the
JKLC.Officials assured
that with the support of
the prime minister and
the minister-in-charge,
the institutions would
become more dynamic in
the coming months.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan (ECP)
on Thursday notified
successful candidates in
the recently-held by-
elections on six National
Assembly and seven
Provincial Assembly
seats.

The notification of
NA-96 Faisalabad has
been withheld due to
violation of the election
code of conduct. Ac-
cording to the ECP, the

overall voter turn-
out in the by-elections
was 28.58 percent, while
the voter turnout in NA-
18 Haripur was 42.09 per-
cent.

All the six National
Assembly seats were
won by the ruling PML-
N candidates. Babar
Nawaz Khan was de-
clared successful from
NA-18

H a r i p u r .
Muhammad Noman and
Mahmood Qadir Khan
were the winners from
NA-127 Lahore and NA-
185 Dera Ghazi Khan re-
spectively.

Muhammad Tufail

won from NA-143
Sahiwal and Daniyal
Ahmed from NA-104
Faisalabad. Notification
of Bilal Chaudhry's vic-
tory from NA-96
Faisalabad was with-
held.

The ruling PML-N
also won six out of seven
provincial  assembly
seats. Azad Ali
Tabassum and Ahmed
Shehryar won from PP-
98 and PP-116
Faisalabad constituen-
cies respectively.

Tahir Pervez won
from PP-115 Faisalabad
and Muhammad Hanif
won from PP-203
Sahiwal.Ali Haider Noor
Niazi won from PP-87
Mianwali and Mian Sul-
tan Ali Ranjha won from
PP-73 Sargodha. PPP’s
Mian Alamdar Qureshi
won from PP-269
Muzaffargarh.

The overall voter
turnout in the by-elec-
tions was 28.58 percent.
Highest voter turnout
was recorded in NA-18
Haripur which was 42.09
percent. On Monday,
the Election Commis-

Pak-GCC FTA to be signed soon to
boost regional trade:PM

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif has said the Paki-
stan-GCC Free Trade
Agreement, to be signed
very soon, will help en-
hance trade between Pa-
kistan and the GCC-
member countries par-
ticularly with Bahrain.

Addressing the
business community in
Manama today, the
Prime Minister said his
government is ready to
support joint ventures,
facilitate investment
plans and assist in mu-
tually rewarding journey
of progress.

He asked the
Bahrain leadership and
businessmen to come
forward and work to-
gether and make
Pakistani 's economy
particularly, industry,
agriculture,  IT and
Fintech sectors more vi-
brant.

Shehbaz Sharif said
Pakistan and Bahrain are
two brotherly countries

and our decades old re-
lations are based on cul-
ture, religion, mutual re-
spect and trust. He said
we have also decades
old strategic coopera-
tion as well and now we
have to transform these
relations into more vi-
brant economic coop-
eration.

The Prime Minister
said Pakistan is ready to
enhance  economic co-
operation with brotherly
country Bahrain in all
areas of mutual interest
including agriculture, IT,
AI and  Fintech.

The Prime Minister
also extended his grati-
tude to the Bahrain lead-
ership including the
King, the Prime Minis-
ter, the Deputy Prime
Minister,

 the Crown Prince
and the Foreign Minis-
ter for unwavering com-
mitment towards Paki-
stan saying that our
meetings with them re-
mained extremely pro-
ductive.

Shehbaz Sharif also
praised and saluted to
the most vibrant Paki-
stani community living
in Bahrain for their hard
work and unflinching re-
solve and dedication to-
wards the development
of Pakistan and Bahrain.

He said the Paki-
stani community living
in Bahrain dispatched
their hard earned money
and remittances of worth
484 million dollars dur-
ing the last financial
year which are highly
commendable.

The Prime Minister
expressed his profound
gratitude to the leader-
ship of Bahrain particu-
larly the King of Bahrain
Hamad bin Isa Al-
Khalifa for extending
gracious and warm hos-
pitality to him and his
delegation during the
two day visit to Bahrain.

Earlier in his wel-
coming remarks,
Bahrain's Minister for
Finance and National
Economy, Shaikh

Salman Bin Khalifa Al
Khalifa thanked Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
and his delegation for
visiting the State of
Bahrain.

The Minister appre-
ciated the role of Paki-
stani diaspora and finan-
cial institutions in devel-
opment and progress of
Bahrain.

He said the whole
region is witnessing a
generational transforma-
tion and becoming a cen-
ter of innovation,
sustainability and tech-
nological excellence.

Highlighting the
leading transformational
role of Bahrain in mod-
ern and emerging tech-
nologies, the Minister
offered huge investment
opportunities for Paki-
stani business and tech
companies in multiple
sectors including artifi-
cial intelligence, cyber
security, metals, automo-
tive components, elec-
tronics and other ad-
vanced technologies.

ternative lines, but strict
restrictions have been
imposed as repair work
continues. According to
the Peshawar commis-
sioner, a 24-inch diam-
eter pipeline supplying
gas from the southern
districts to Peshawar

ruptured near Matni.
The disruption immedi-
ately affected gas avail-
ability in Peshawar, Swat
and Mardan, leaving
several areas dependent
on fallback systems.

Sui Northern Gas
officials rushed to the

site and began emer-
gency repair operations
to restore full supply.

Officials confirmed
that domestic gas sup-
ply has been partially
restored using alterna-
tive pipelines. A 16-inch
diameter line running

from the Indus River to
Nowshera is currently
feeding the system, al-
lowing limited distribu-
tion to households.

However, due to re-
duced pressure and lim-
ited capacity, domestic
consumers will only re-

ceive gas for four hours
a day -- morning, after-
noon, and evening.

The Peshawar com-
missioner announced
that all CNG stations in
the Peshawar, Mardan
and Swat divisions have
been closed until further

notice. The decision was
made to prioritize house-
hold consumption and
prevent system over-
load during the ongoing
shortage. Authorities
said stations will remain
closed until the dam-
aged pipeline is repaired

and normal pressure is
restored. Sui Northern
Gas Pipelines Limited
(SNGPL) teams are work-
ing around the clock to
repair the burst section.
Officials said the pipe-
line suffered significant
damage.

ISLAMABAD (INP)
Islamabad’s transition
to a smart, fully digital
capital has advanced
further as the Capital
Development Author-
ity (CDA) activated
QR code–based pay-
ments across Sasta
Bazaars, metro ser-
vices and urban trans-
port under its expand-
ing

cashless economy
project.

CDA Chairman
Muhammad Ali
Randhawa said the
authority’s One-Win-
dow Centre has also
been integrated into
the system, forming
part of a

wider plan to
eliminate cash trans-
actions across the city.

Randhawa said

the QR payment net-
work is being ex-
tended to commercial
centres, major shop-
ping malls and Class-
III markets, with

h o t e l s ,
guesthouses, petrol
stations and restau-
rants also adopting the
system.

He urged com-
mercial banks to inten-
sify awareness cam-
paigns to help mer-
chants and citizens
shift to digital pay-
ments, noting that
Islamabad is being de-
veloped as a model
cashless city in line
with the prime
minister’s and interior
minister’s vision.The
chairman called on
traders and shopkeep-
ers to offer greater in-

centives and discounts
to motivate customers
to use RAAST QR
codes for everyday
transactions.

Complementary
initiatives, including
M-Tag integration and
digital parking sys-
tems, are also being
introduced as part of
the digitalisation drive.
These steps, he said,
will pave the way for
a fully cashless, tech-
nology-driven urban
environment in the
capital.

Earlier, on 14 Oc-
tober 2025, rported
that Islamabad had
begun the citywide
rollout of QR-based
payments in major
markets, with full
implementation ex-
pected by the end of

the year.Randhawa
had said that every
shop in the capital
would soon support
QR payments, adding
that taxi drivers, ride-
hailing services such
as Bykea and goods
transporters would
also accept fares
through the system.

He noted that the
payment infrastruc-
ture has been linked to
the State Bank of
Pakistan’s Raast ID
platform to ensure se-
cure and rapid digital
t r a n s a c t i o n s . T h e
project, he added, is
being supported by
major banks and
telecom operators and
is expected to signifi-
cantly transform ev-
eryday commerce in
the capital.

sion of Pakistan (ECP)
had withheld the victory
notification of Bilal
Chaudhry, the winning
candidate from NA-96
Faisalabad, following al-
legations that his
brother, Minister of
State Talal Chaudhry,
repeatedly violated the
by-election code of eth-
ics and failed to appear
before the commission
to explain his conduct.

According to the
ECP’s legal team, three
separate complaints
were filed against Talal
Chaudhry for breaching
the code of conduct in
the NA-96 consti tu-
ency. The District Re-
turning Officer (DRO)
had issued Talal a notice
on November 16, warn-
ing him and barring him
from further involve-
ment in election activi-
ties. Despite the notice,
the minister continued
to participate in his
brother ’s campaign,
prompting the ECP to
impose a fine of
Rs50,000 on November
20 for repeated viola-
tions.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan and China have
opened a new chapter in
their fast-growing sci-
ence and technology
partnership with the
launch of a joint research
call offering up to Rs 10
million per project to
boost cutting-edge inno-
vation across key sec-
tors, Gwadar Pro re-
ported on Thursday.

The call  is open
now till mid-December
2025, according to a
document from the Paki-
stan Science Foundation
(PSF).

The init iative,
jointly announced by
PSF and China’s Minis-
try of Science and Tech-
nology (MoST), invites
researchers from HEC-
chartered universities
and public-sector R&D
organizations to submit
joint proposals in prior-
ity fields including arti-
ficial intelligence, new
energy, new materials,
climate resilience, air
pollution, food and agri-
culture, health sciences
and Earth sciences.

Pakistani and Chi-
nese researchers must

co-design and co-sub-
mit their proposals, as
individual applications
“will not be processed,”
PSF notes.

Each project may
run for up to two years
and is expected to pro-
duce at least two joint
scientific publications,
ensuring long-term re-
search impact.

Beyond funding,
the program aims to
deepen people-to-
people scientific links.
Chinese institutions will
host at least two Paki-
stani researchers for ex-
tended research stays of
over three months, while
Pakistani centers will
welcome Chinese re-
searchers for up to 60
days annually, this is a
move expected to en-
hance knowledge ex-
change, lab coordina-
tion and joint experimen-
tation.

Pakistani appli-
cants will file their pro-
posals through the
PSF’s online portal,
while Chinese partners
will apply through their
Ministry of Science and
Technology.

KARACHI: Consul General of the United Arab Emirates (UAE), Bakheet Ateeq Al Remeithi called on
First Lady, Bibi Aseefa Bhutto Zardari at Bilawal House.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety, Syed Imran Ahmad Shah delivering the closing remarks  at
the seminar closing ceremony of National Poverty Graduation Programme (NPGP).

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Senate Syed Yousaf Raza Gillani in a meeting with H.E Salem Mohammed
Salem Alzaabi, Ambassador of the United Arab Emirates (UAE) to Pakistan. Malik Wasif Mazher
RAO, Member of Provincial Assembly Punjab was also Present in the meeting.
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Ghulam Ali Baloch Appointed Acting
Chairman BPSC

NEWS DESK:
Q U E T T A : T h e
Balochistan government
has appointed Ghulam
Ali Baloch as the acting
Chairman of the
Balochistan Public Ser-
vice Commission
(BPSC). He will serve in
this role until a perma-
nent Chairman is offi-
cially appointed.

Ghulam Ali Baloch
has previously held sev-
eral high-ranking posi-
tions, including Addi-
tional Chief Secretary,
Home Secretary, Educa-
tion Secretary, and key
roles in the Communica-
tion and Works Depart-
ment.

The notification
states that Ghulam Ali
Baloch will oversee all
administrative and op-
erational responsibili-
ties of the Commission
during this interim pe-
riod. The temporary ap-
pointment aims to en-
sure continuity in the

Balochistan Govt Reviews Grant-in-Aid
Projects: Advisor Stresses Timely Completion

News Desk
Quetta:  A review
meeting on the
progress of Grant-in-
Aid developmental
projects for FY 2024–
25 was held under the
chairmanship of Advi-
sor to the Chief Min-
ister Balochistan for
Local Government &
Rural Development,
Nawabzada Mir Amir
Hamza Zehri.

The meeting was
attended by Secretary
Local Government
Abdul Rauf Baloch,
Director General
Muhammad Ayub

Qureshi, Secretary
Balochistan Local
Board Shujaat Ali, se-
nior officials of the
Local Government
Department, and chief
officers of municipal
committees, district
councils, and metro-
politan corporations
across the province.

Addressing the
meeting, the Advisor
emphasized that the
Local Government
Department must uti-
lize all available re-
sources for the timely
and quality completion
of ongoing develop-

functioning of the BPSC,
particularly in matters
related to recruitment,

examinations, and pend-
ing official processes.

Further details re-

garding the selection
and appointment of the
new permanent Chair-

man are expected to be
announced in due

mental projects. He
instructed officials to
immediately finalize all
schemes facing de-
lays and directed mu-
nicipal committees to
convene their meet-
ings without postpone-
ment to ensure effec-
tive planning for re-
solving public issues.

He stressed that
negligence or obstruc-
tion in completing the
approved projects un-
der the Grant-in-Aid
2024–25 would not be
tolerated. He directed
officers to accelerate
developmental activi-

ties and prioritize pub-
lic welfare schemes.

Secretary Local
Government Abdul
Rauf Baloch stated
that the overall
progress on the Grant-
in-Aid projects for FY
2024–25 is satisfac-
tory, though there is
room for improve-
ment. He instructed
immediate convening
of municipal commit-
tee meetings to en-
hance responsiveness
to public needs. He
added that consulta-
tions are underway
regarding the expected

date of the Grant-in-
Aid Council Meeting
for FY 2025–26. He
reaffirmed that effi-
cient, transparent, and
timely utilization of
developmental funds is
essential, and any neg-
ligence or delay is un-
acceptable.

A detailed review
of ongoing projects
across various districts
was also conducted,
with directions issued
to ensure field pres-
ence and timely
completion of all
schemes based on
public needs.

Balochistan Chief Secretary Chairs
Key Conference on

 Governance and Public Welfare

News Desk
Quetta: A high-level

conference of Com-
missioners and
Deputy Commis-
sioners was held un-
der the chairmanship
of Balochistan Chief
Secretary Shakeel
Qadir Khan, in
which key gover-
nance and adminis-
trative matters were
reviewed. The meet-
ing focused on tem-
porary appointments
of teachers and
paramedical staff in
the Health and Edu-
cation Departments,
price control of es-
sential commodities,
enforcement of the
ban on plastic bags,
and the provision of
public services

through open
kutcheries. Speaking
at the conference,
the Chief Secretary
said that the provin-
cial government is
utilizing available re-
sources to launch
various developmen-
tal schemes and pro-
vide public facilities
aimed at improving
the quality of life of
the people. He em-
phasized that all ad-
ministrative bodies
and institutions must
accelerate their ef-
forts so that every
citizen can access
better and more sat-
isfactory living con-
ditions.

He directed that in the
third phase, transpar-
ent recruitment

should be ensured
for vacant posts in
the Education and
Health Depart-
ments.  Highlighting
environmental con-
servation measures,
he said that a ban on
plastic bags has
been imposed in
Quetta and across
Balochistan, and citi-
zens are being en-
couraged to use eco-
friendly alternatives.

The Chief Secretary
stressed the need for
strict monitoring of
essential commodity
prices to ensure their
sale at government-
approved rates.

The meeting was in-
formed that during
the month of No-
vember, over 17,000

market inspections
were conducted
across the province.

He further instructed
that open kutcheries
be regularly orga-
nized to establish di-
rect contact with the
public and resolve
their issues promptly.

The Chief Secretary
added that develop-
mental projects are
vital for public wel-
fare, as they provide
fundamental facili-
ties and improve so-
cial living standards.

Timely completion of
these projects, he
noted, will create
employment oppor-
tunities and foster
progress in key sec-
tors such as educa-
tion and health.

Balochistan Revenue
Authority (BRA) Holds

Key Meeting on Improving
Balochistan’s Tax System

Jhalawan Zamindar
Committee

Meets DC Khuzdar
NEWS DESK

KHUZDAR: A del-
egation of the
Jhalawan Zamindar
Action Committee
Khuzdar, led by Advo-
cate Eid Muhammad,
held an important
meeting with Deputy
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Khuzdar Abdul
Razzaq Sasoli in the
DC Conference
Room. The delegation
included Hafiz
Muhammad Anwar
Zehri, Hasil Khan
Bizenjo, Muhammad
Anwar Raisani, Rais
Qadir Bakhsh
Zangijjo, Abdullah
Qalandrani, while As-
sistant Commissioner
Khuzdar Abdul
Hafeez Kakar, Assis-
tant Commissioner
Wadh Ali Akbar
Mazarzai, and Deputy
Director Agriculture
Mr. Nadir were also
present.

The meeting fo-
cused on matters of
mutual interest and
key issues faced by
local landowners.

The committee
briefed the Deputy
Commissioner in de-
tail about several

pressing concerns, in-
cluding the early reg-
istration of Benazir
Kisan Cards, return of
confiscated electrical
equipment, and pay-
ment of compensation
for land acquired by
the NHA.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Abdul Razzaq
Sasoli listened atten-
tively to the concerns
raised and assured the
delegation that the rel-
evant departments
would be instructed
immediately after re-

viewing the issues pre-
sented. He empha-
sized that resolving the
problems of local land-
owners is a priority
and requires mutual
cooperation.

Advocate Eid
Muhammad and other
committee members
thanked the Deputy
Commissioner, ex-
pressing hope that
implementation of the
proposed measures
would provide signifi-
cant relief to the
region’s farmers.

News Desk
QUETTA: An impor-

tant meeting of the
Balochistan Rev-
enue Authority
(BRA) was held un-
der the chairmanship
of Provincial Fi-
nance Minister Mir
Shoaib Nosherwani,
in which the
province’s tax col-
lection system and
measures for its im-
provement were
thoroughly reviewed.

The meeting was at-
tended by Secretary
Finance Imran
Zarkoon, Special
Secretary Finance
Jahangir Kakar,
NFC Consultant for
B a l o c h i s t a n
Mahfooz Ali Khan,
BRA Chairman
Abdullah Khan, and

senior officials of the
Finance Depart-
ment.

During the briefing,
BRA Chairman
Abdullah Khan ap-
prised the partici-
pants of the current
tax collection situa-
tion in the province
and the future strat-
egy.

On the occasion, Fi-
nance Minister Mir
Shoaib Nosherwani
stated that aligning
the tax collection sys-
tem of Balochistan
with modern re-
quirements is essen-
tial.

He directed that a
comprehensive plan
be adopted to bring
non-registered sec-
tors into the tax net
so that sustainable

growth in provincial
revenue could be
ensured.

He added that
strengthening the ca-
pacity of BRA and
reorganizing it on
modern lines is cru-
cial for enhancing
revenue collection,
which will leave a
positive impact on
the province’s
economy.

The Finance Minister
appreciated the ef-
forts and progress of
the BRA team and
reaffirmed the
government’s com-
mitment to acceler-
ating and ensuring
transparency in the
ongoing tax reforms
to achieve financial
self-reliance for the
province.
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Financial close for Reko Diq project soon
NEWS DESK:Pakistan
and its partners are set
to achieve financial
close in the next two
weeks and secure $3.5
billion in funding for
the multibillion-dollar
Reko Diq copper and
gold mining project.

Sources said that
Pakistan had formu-
lated Plan A and B to
execute the project.
Under Plan A, it had to
seek financing from
lenders. They said that
the Pakistani side and
its partners had de-
ployed machinery at
project site and had al-
ready started construc-
tion work without
waiting for financial
close. The financial
close ceremony will be
held in January next
year.

A legal adviser of
lenders briefed
Pakistan's petroleum
minister and the man-
aging director of Oil
and Gas Development
Company (OGDC)
about the financial
close.

They were in-
formed that financial
arrangements for the
Reko Diq project had
been completed and the
lenders were engaged
in documentation. Pa-

kistan believes that the
financial close is ex-
pected to be achieved
during the next two
weeks.

A meeting was held
between Federal Min-
ister for Petroleum Ali
Pervaiz Malik, OGDC
MD Ahmed Hayat Lak
and Munib Hussain, a
London-based partner
at international law
firm Milbank.

They reviewed key
developments in the
energy and resource
sector, including the
current status of fi-
nancing for the Reko
Diq project. Briefing
the minister and the

OGDC leadership,
Hussain, who repre-
sents the project's fin-
anciers, shared positive
updates on achieving
financial close. The
meeting also discussed
additional opportunities
across Pakistan's min-
ing and oil & gas sec-
tors, with all parties ex-
pressing their commit-
ment to supporting
strategic investments
and sector-specific
growth.

Despite its huge
potential, the mineral
sector currently con-
tributes around 3.2% to
the gross domestic
product (GDP), with

exports accounting for
only 0.1% of the
world's total. However,
with increasing explo-
ration, foreign invest-
ment and infrastructure
improvements, the
mining industry is
poised for significant
expansion. Pakistan's
mineral-rich landscape
covers an outcrop area
of 600,000 square
kilometres. With 92
known minerals, 52 of
which are commer-
cially exploited, Paki-
stan produces an esti-
mated 68.52 million
metric tons of miner-
als annually. The sec-
tor supports over

NEWS DESK: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
said on Thursday that
Pakistan was “ready to
enhance economic
cooperation” with
Bahrain in various fields,
including agriculture,
information technology
and artificial intelligence.

He made the
remarks while
addressing the business
community in Manama.
The premier had arrived
in the country’s capital a
day earlier and held
delegation-level talks
with Bahrain’s leadership
at Al Qudaibiya Palace.

In his address, PM
Shehbaz said that
strategic cooperation
had existed between the
two countries for
decades.

A d d r e s s i n g
Bahrain’s King Hamad
bin Isa Al Khalifa and
Crown Prince Salman bin
Hamad Al Khalifa, he
said: “Pakistan is ready
to enhance economic
cooperation with
Bahrain in the fields of
agriculture, information
technology, artificial
intelligence, financial
technology and all other
areas where our two
countries can really work
together,  and create
synergy through our
efforts and our

knowledge and our
experience and our
commitment to support
each other.”

He said t ies
between Islamabad and
Manama were based on
cultural,  religious,
mutual respect and trust.
These “are the pillars of
our relations”, he added.

He termed his
recent meetings with
Bahrain’s leadership
“extremely productive”.

“I am not a visitor
here. I have come here to
meet my family members,
our Bahraini brothers
and sisters,” he said.

“This is what our
relationship is all about.
Now we have to convert
these wonderful
relations into economic
cooperation,” he added.

The premier
highlighted that
Pakistan possessed a
“great youth bulge”.

“Sixty per cent of
our population
comprises young boys
and girls within the [age]
bracket of 15 to 30
years,” he said.

He added that the
country was
“committed” to
converting this
challenge into an
opportunity by
empowering the youth
and training them in the

fields of information
technology and artificial
intelligence, along with
providing vocational
and skills training.

“Together with our
Bahraini brothers,
entrepreneurs, we will
create a great momentum
in this field,” he said.

“I think this is the
time to really catch up
because time and tide
wait for none,” PM
Shehbaz stressed.

He also talked about
the Pakistani community

in Bahrain. The premier
added that in every
country he visited, he
interacted with Pakistani
communities and
listened to the “stories of
men and women whose
love for Pakistan has
never faded, even as
they have dedicated
their talent, loyalty and
hard work to the
progress of other nations
and cultures”.

“The more I learn of
these journeys, the more
convinced I become that

C/A deficit weighs on GDP growth
NEWS DESK:The frag-
ile economic recovery of
Pakistan is once again
under pressure as the
current account deficit
widens, undermining
growth expectations for
the ongoing fiscal year.

A new analysis of
the Lahore School of
Economics (LSE) shows
that GDP growth for FY
2025-26 is projected at
just 2.4%, the same level
as recorded in the previ-
ous year, after the cur-
rent account slipped
back into deficit during
the first quarter.

The report , pre-
pared by the LSE's Mod-
eling Lab and Innova-
tion & Technology Cen-
tre,  warns that the
economy's Achilles heel
remains its vulnerability
to external shocks. It
notes that while Pakistan
entered FY26 with opti-
mism due to a current
account surplus of
nearly $2 billion in the
previous fiscal year, the
trend reversed quickly.

During July-Sep-
tember 2025, the current
account posted a deficit
of $0.6 billion, which, if
extended across the
year, could widen to $2.4
billion. According to the
authors,  including
economists Dr Moazam
Mahmood and Dr Azam

Amjad Chaudhry, this
reversal has signifi-
cantly dampened hopes
for acceleration in
growth. Their model
shows that the weaken-
ing external position is
the biggest factor drag-
ging GDP growth down
to 2.4%, despite im-
provements in domestic
sectors such as manu-
facturing and agricul-
ture.

The report notes
that GDP growth could
still improve during the
remainder of the year,
but only marginally. If
imports cool off and
other macro indicators
strengthen, the
economy may reach an
upper-bound growth

rate of 2.9% in FY26.
Even this figure would
remain below projec-
tions of international in-
stitutions, with the gov-
ernment targeting 3.3%,
the IMF estimating 3.6%
and the World Bank pre-
dicting 3.1%.

On the supply side,
the study highlights
slight improvements in
key domestic sectors.
Large-scale manufactur-
ing,  which had con-
tracted for the past three
years, finally returned to
positive territory with
0.5% growth in the first
quarter. The agriculture
sector is also expected
to recover to its trend
range of 2.5-3%, sup-
ported by low flood

damage and the possible
reconsideration of long-
standing crop support
prices, which were re-
moved in recent years.
However, the LSE team
concludes that these in-
ternal gains are over-
shadowed by external
pressures.

A surge in imports,
despite stable exports
and steady remittance
flows, has tilted the cur-
rent account back into
deficit. This demand-
side shock, the report
says, is now the stron-
gest downward force on
the overall economy.

Alongside growth
concerns, the study also
provides a fresh estimate
for inflation. It projects

consumer inflation at
7.1% for FY26, which is
broadly aligned with the
government's expecta-
tion of 5% to 7% but
slightly higher than the
IMF's forecast of 6%.

The researchers at-
tribute the bulk of earlier
double-digit inflation,
peaking at 38% three
years ago, to steep ex-
change rate deprecia-
tion.

They note that the
exchange rate has finally
stabilised over the past
two fiscal years due to
tighter monetary policy
and improved market
management by the State
Bank.

Energy prices re-
main the second major
driver of inflation. The
analysis shows that en-
ergy-related costs con-
tributed around 4% to
inflation last year and
will continue to add ap-
proximately 3.2% this
year. Interestingly, the
study finds that 60% of
the rise in energy prices
comes from government
taxes, while only 40%
stems from supplier price
adjustments.

The researchers ar-
gue that Pakistan needs
a clearer and more bal-
anced strategy to handle
its external vulnerabili-
ties.

Govt raises over Rs1tr in
treasury auctions

NEWS DESK:The
government raised
more than Rs1.03 tril-
lion on Wednesday
through auctions of
treasury bills, Pakistan
Investment Bonds
(PIB) and the Govern-
ment Ijara Sukuk
(GIS). The State Bank
of Pakistan (SBP) con-
ducted the three auc-
tions, which attracted
strong investor partici-
pation across conven-
tional and Islamic in-
struments.

In the T-bill auc-
tion, the SBP targeted
Rs650 billion but re-
ceived an overwhelm-
ing response as bids
totalled Rs1.803 trillion.
It accepted Rs749 bil-
lion across all four ten-
ors. The one-month
paper attracted the
highest bids of Rs648
billion against the tar-
get of Rs100 billion,
though only Rs61 bil-
lion was accepted at a
cut-off yield of
10.89%, slightly lower
than the previous auc-
tion. The three-month
T-bill saw bids of
Rs211 billion against
the target of Rs150 bil-
lion, with Rs251 billion
accepted at a stable cut-

Undocumented gold market
to face scrutiny

NEWS DESK: Pakistan
may come under the ra-
dar of the Financial Ac-
tion Task Force (FATF)
due to failure to regulate
its gold market as 90%
of the metal is still traded
without formal chan-
nels.

U n d oc u m e n t e d
trade and the smuggling
of gold dominate the Pa-
kistani market. FATF had
urged Islamabad to regu-
late its bullion market
but the bulk of gold is
traded outside of formal
channels while the gold
association sets prices,
though no price mecha-
nism exists.

A majority of gold
dealers are not regis-
tered with the Securities
and Exchange Commis-
sion of Pakistan (SECP).
The Competition Com-
mission of Pakistan
(CCP) has highlighted
the grey area in gold
trade. It said that annual
consumption of gold in
Pakistan was estimated
at 60 to 90 tons and pro-
posed to the govern-
ment to establish a sepa-
rate authority to monitor
and document bullion
trade.

The CCP on
Wednesday released its
maiden Competition As-
sessment Study of the

off yield of 11%.
For the six-month

tenor, bids amounted to
Rs177 billion versus the
target of Rs200 billion,
but acceptance was re-
stricted to Rs69 billion,
also at 11% cut-off
yield. The 12-month
paper received a sub-
stantial Rs767 billion in
bids, of which Rs368
billion was accepted at
a cut-off yield of
11.27%.

Yields across all
tenors registered minor
downward adjust-
ments compared to the
previous auction and
the secondary market,
indicating continued
confidence in short-
term government secu-
rities. In the PIB seg-
ment, the government
raised Rs28 billion
through the 10-year
Pakistan Floating Rate
Semi-Annual (PFL-
SA) bond against total
bids of Rs524 billion
and the target of Rs50
billion. The cut-off
price was 95.4, reflect-
ing a cut-off rate of
11.70% with a spread
of 0.80% over the
benchmark.

Separately, the
SBP conducted the out-

the Pakistani identity is
not bound by
geography. It is in the
hearts of our people
wherever they may be.
Here in Bahrain, that
spirit is visible beyond
any ray of doubt,” he
emphasised.

PM Shehbaz
appreciated the
Pakistanis living in
Bahrain for their services
to both countries.

“You are great
ambassadors of
Pakistan, and we are

right purchase of the
Government Ijara
Sukuk (GIS) VRR-22
on a deferred payment
(Bai Muajjal) basis.
Against the offered
face value of Rs176.43
billion, the government
accepted Rs175.16 bil-
lion at a Bai Muajjal cut-
off price of 144.97.
The total deferred pay-
ment obligation
amounted to Rs253.93
billion. The Sukuk con-
tinued to draw strong
demand from Sharia-
compliant investors.

The Pakistani ru-
pee edged up slightly
against the US dollar,
closing at 280.56 in the
inter-bank market, a
gain of Rs0.01. The lo-
cal unit had ended
Tuesday at 280.57.
Meanwhile, gold prices
in Pakistan rose, track-
ing gains in the inter-
national market. The
price per tola increased
by Rs2,300 to
Rs438,862, while 10-
gram gold climbed
Rs1,972 to Rs376,253,
according to the All-
Pakistan Gems and
Jewellers Sarafa Asso-
ciation. International
prices were up $23 at
$4,165 per ounce.

added that Islamabad
offered scale, talent,
resources and a growing
consumer market that
was “strategically
located, connecting to
the wider region”.

“Combined with
Bahrain’s financial
expertise,  business
acumen and global
outlook, the potential is
huge and enormous,” he
said, adding that
Pakistan was
undergoing a structural
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n ,
embodying economic
reforms, digital
modernisation and a
decisive push for a
private sector-led
growth.

“We have cut red
tape forever,
strengthened our
regulations and opened
new sectors such as
a g r i - b u s i n e s s ,
information technology,
minerals, energy and
tourism for long-term
partnership,” he
highlighted. He added
that Pakistan wanted to
work with Bahrain and
learn from its experience
and expertise.

He further
mentioned that the Gulf
Cooperation Council
Free Trade Agreement
(GCC FTA) had been
“nearly finalised and is

expected to be signed
soon”.

“This will enhance
trade between Pakistan
and the GCC countries,
particularly with
Bahrain,” he said. The
premier ended his
address by encouraging
Bahraini investors
interested in
collaborating with
Pakistan to “let this
moment be your
launching pad for a bold
and meaningful
collaboration”.

Dar meets Bahrain’s
finance minister,
discusses economic
cooperation

Earlier today,
Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister
Ishaq Dar,  who is
accompanying the
premier on his visit, met
Bahrain’s Finance
Minister Sheikh Salman
bin Khalifa Al Khalifa.

In a press release,
the Foreign Office said
that the two ministers
had a “fruitful
discussion” that
focused on enhancing
cooperation in the
finance sector.

“Bahrain has made
significant progress in
fintech and offered to
share its expertise with
the Pakistani banking
sector,” the FO said.

very proud of your
contribution to
Pakistan’s national
e c o n o m i c
development,” he said.

“Your hard-earned
money, valuable
remittances amounting
to $484 million in the last
financial year, is indeed
highly appreciated.”

He also expressed
gratitude to the Bahraini
leadership for its love,
affection, and support
for the Pakistani
diaspora. PM Shehbaz

Gold Market in Pakistan,
providing evidence-
based analysis of the
sector's structure, regu-
latory landscape and
competitiveness chal-
lenges. The study, con-
ducted by the CCP's
Centre of Excellence in
Competition Law, maps
a market historically
dominated by informal-
ity, fragmented over-
sight and pricing opac-
ity.

According to the
report, Pakistan's annual
gold consumption
ranges between 60 and
90 tonnes, driven largely
by cultural demand,
while over 90% of trad-
ing occurs outside of
formal channels. The
market relies almost en-
tirely on imports, with
$17 million worth of gold
imported in financial
year 2023-24. The study
highlighted the transfor-
mative potential of Reko
Diq copper and gold
project, expected to gen-
erate up to $74 billion
over its useful life of 37
years and significantly
reshape domestic sup-
ply chains.

The report identi-
fied deep-rooted barriers
that suppress competi-
tion and distort market
functioning. There was

dominance of the infor-
mal market as weak docu-
mentation and cash-
based transactions al-
lowed large informal net-
works to set prices and
influence supply.

The CCP ques-
tioned the opaque price
setting as daily gold
rates are largely influ-
enced by associations
rather than transparent
market mechanisms.

"Fragmented regu-
lation also dominates.
Overlapping and unclear
mandates of the Minis-
try of Commerce, Fed-
eral Board of Revenue
(FBR), State Bank, Paki-
stan Gems and Jewellery
Development Company
and Trade Development
Authority of Pakistan
create policy inconsis-
tencies and enforcement
gaps," it said.

 The report pointed
to high taxes and com-
pliance costs, saying
that complex procedures
and inconsistent taxa-
tion encourage smug-
gling and under-invoic-
ing. Also, Pakistan has
negligible refining capa-
bility and inadequate as-
saying and hallmarking
facilities, leading to
widespread purity issues
and weak consumer pro-
tection.

5,000 operational
mines and 50,000 small
and medium enter-
prises (SMEs), provid-
ing direct employment
to 300,000 workers.

The local mining
sector is increasingly
attracting foreign in-
vestment as global
firms are eyeing the
untapped mineral re-
serves. The Reko Diq
copper and gold
project, located in the
Chagai district of
Balochistan, has the
world's largest un-
tapped copper reserves
and stands as a mile-
stone for Pakistan's
mining ambitions.

The project, re-
vived by Canada's
Barrick Gold, is ex-
pected to start produc-
ing copper and gold by
2028, with an initial in-
vestment of $5.5 bil-
lion. According to Mark
Bristow, CEO of
Barrick Gold, which
owns a 50% stake in
the project, the re-
serves are expected to
generate $74 billion in
free cash flow over the
next 37 years.

The mine is antici-
pated to generate $2.8
billion in annual ex-
ports and create thou-
sands of jobs.
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Gambhir under fierce pressure as India suffer
biggest Test defeat

South Africa condemn India to biggest
Test loss for series sweep

Germany eye revenge in Nations League showdown with Spain

Ashes pitch rated ‘very good’ after two-day Test in Perth Pakistan win toss,
bowl first against
Sri Lanka in T20
tri-series match

NEWS DESK: The Perth
Stadium pitch that saw
Australia complete a
thumping eight-wicket
Ashes win inside two
days over England has
earned the International
Cricket Council’s (ICC)
highest rating, Cricket
Australia said on Thurs-
day.

The ICC match ref-
eree gave the surface a
“very good” rating, de-
noting good carry, lim-
ited seam movement and
consistent early bounce
despite the rapid finish
to the series-opener.

“The match
referee’s ‘very good’ rat-
ing justifies our belief
Perth Stadium produced
a pitch that provided a
fair balance between bat
and ball,

” CA chief of cricket
James Allsopp said in a
statement.

“The dominance of
some brilliant pace bowl-
ing from both sides and

the frenetic nature of the
contest meant the match
lasted only two days.

“This was disap-
pointing for fans holding
tickets for days three
and four, but we saw
some incredible mo-

ments.” Australia took a
1-0 lead in the five-test
series after their fast
bowlers tore through
England twice, setting
up a modest chase com-
pleted late on day two
with the help of a match-

winning century by
Travis Head.

With day three a
sell-out, Cricket Austra-
lia missed out on millions
of dollars in revenue
from ticket sales, while
tens of thousands of

NEWS DESK: Spinner
Simon Harmer took six
wickets as South Africa
thrashed India by 408
runs in the second Test
on Wednesday to con-
demn the hosts to a
record loss and sweep
the series.

It was South
Africa’s first series win
in India in 25 years, after
bowling the home team
out for a dismal 140 in
an unlikely chase of 549
on day five at  the
Barsapara Cricket Sta-
dium in Guwahati.

India suffered their
biggest Test defeat by
runs and a fifth loss in
seven home matches,
having been white-
washed 3-0 by New
Zealand little more than
a year ago.

Off-spinner Harmer,
36, returned figures of 6-
37 as world champions
South Africa clinched a
Test series in India for
only the second time, the
first in 2000 under
Hansie Cronje.

“Winning a Test
match and series in In-
dia is very special,” said
left-arm quick Marco
Jansen, who took 6-48 in
India’s first-innings 201
after smashing a
quickfire 93 with the bat
as the visitors piled up
489.

India lost the open-
ing Test in Kolkata in-
side three days on a
pitch with uneven
bounce and South Africa
once again beat the
hosts at their own game
of spin on a batting-
friendly track.

Indian coach
Gautam Gambhir, under
fierce pressure follow-
ing the latest home
whitewash, refused to
point the finger of blame
squarely at his players.

“It lies with every-
one in that dressing
room and starts with
me,” he told reporters. “I
have said it before as
well — that we win to-

NEWS DESK:
Germany head into
their Women's Nations
League final against
Spain this weekend
with a "score to settle",
months after their
painful extra-time
elimination in the Euro
2025 semi-finals.

Germany play
host to the reigning
world champions in
Friday's first leg in
Kaiserslautern, with
the return match in
Madrid on December
2.

Aitana Bonmati's
113rd-minute strike in
Zurich in July sent the
Germans packing and
robbed them of a
chance to avenge their
2-1 extra-time Euro
2022 defeat by even-
tual winners England.

Four months on,
revenge is again in the
air for Christian
Wueck's side, along
with a chance to see
how they stack up
against the world's
best.

Manchester City
midfielder Rebecca

Janeiro.
Missing players
Wueck took over

after the 2024 Olym-
pics and has steadied
the ship despite retire-
ments and a wave of

injuries. Long-time
striker Alexandra
Popp and goalkeeper
Merle Frohms
stepped down from
international duty last
year, while stars Giulia

NEWS DESK:
Underfire Gautam
Gambhir said it was up
to the Indian cricket
board to decide his fate
as coach after oversee-
ing a 2-0 Test series
defeat to South Africa
on Wednesday.

India went down
to South Africa by 408
runs in the second Test
to suffer their biggest
defeat by runs and a
fifth loss in seven home
matches.

The hosts were
whitewashed 3-0 by
New Zealand a year ago
and the heavy defeat in
Guwahati has once
again raised doubts
over Gambhir's tactics.

"It is up to BCCI
(Board of Control for
Cricket in India) to de-

ence when I took over
as the head coach --
Indian cricket is impor-
tant, I'm not important.
And I sit here saying
exactly the same
thing."

Former batsman
Gambhir, 44, replaced
Rahul Dravid after the
T20 World Cup tri-
umph last year and has
lost 10 out of 19 Tests
since being appointed
coach.

His contract runs
until the 2027 ODI
World Cup.

"People can keep
forgetting I'm the same
guy who got results in
England as well, with
a young team,

" he said of the
drawn away Test se-
ries this year.

and Asian Cup as well,"
he added.

Stalwarts Virat
Kohli and Rohit
Sharma quit T20
cricket after the World
Cup win in Barbados
and earlier this year
called time on their Test
careers.

Shubman Gill was
appointed Test captain
ahead of the 2-2 draw
in England.

He then led India
to a 2-0 sweep of the
West Indies at home.

Gill was injured in
the opening match of
the South Africa series
and missed the second
Test.

Rishabh Pant
stood in as skipper of
a team in transition.

India crashed to

gether,  we lose to-
gether.”

Asked if he was the
right man to lead India,
he referred reporters to
the Indian cricket board.

“I’ve said it during
my first press confer-
ence when I took over as
the head coach,” said
the former batsman.

“Indian cricket is
important, I’m not impor-
tant.”

A confident South
Africa led by Temba
Bavuma were always in
control.

A l l - r o u n d e r
Senuran Muthusamy
scored 109, his maiden
Test century, before
Jansen’s blast after
electing to bat.

The hosts were
bundled out for 201 in
reply to concede a first-
innings lead of 288 but
South Africa did not en-
force the follow-on and
decided to bat again.

South Africa de-
clared their second in-
nings on 260-5 on day
four to hand India a
record chase but the
hosts’ batting once
again failed and they
never threatened to get
close.

“Whether you’re
playing at home or away,
cricket demands that de-
termination and the ex-
tra effort,” said Indian
captain Rishabh Pant.

“As a batting unit

cide," Gambhir said,
asked in the post-
match press confer-
ence whether he was
the right man for the
job.

"I've said it during
my first press confer-

"And I'm sure you
guys will forget very
soon because a lot of
people keep talking
about New Zealand."

"And I'm the same
guy under who we won
the Champions Trophy

140 all out in a mam-
moth chase of 549
with their batting falter-
ing consistently in the
two-match series.

Their highest total
was 201 in the first in-
nings in Guwahati.

SPORTS

you need to capitalise
on certain moments. As
a team we didn’t do that
for a longer period of
time, and that cost us
the whole series.

Pant further said
that they should not be
complacent about home
success. “They [South
Africa] definitely played
better cricket, but at the
same time, in cricket you
can’t take anything for
granted,” said the home
skipper.

Starting day five at
27-2 as they attempted to
avoid defeat, India rode
their luck early when
Jansen had Sai
Sudharsan caught be-
hind for four, but the
delivery was declared a
no-ball after the bowler
overstepped.

In the next over
Kuldeep Yadav survived
a reprieve on four when
Aiden Markram dropped
him at first sl ip off
Harmer.

The relief was
short-lived for India as
a relentless Harmer
bowled Kuldeep for five
for the first wicket of the
day.

Three balls later the
spinner dismissed
Dhruv Jurel for two and
soon sent back Pant for
13 as India slumped to
58-5.

Ravindra Jadeja re-
sisted with 54 before
Keshav Maharaj had

Gwinn, Lena
Oberdorf and Sarai
Linder have all missed
out with serious inju-
ries.

Oberdorf will be
out for several months

after tearing her ACL
again in October, but
Gwinn is back from a
ligament strain and will
captain the side
against Spain.

Germany wel-

comed back goal-
keeper Ann-Katrin
Berger on Wednes-
day. Berger arrived in
camp late after win-
ning the NWSL cham-
pionship with Gotham
FC and enjoying the
victory parade in New
York.The 52-year-old
Wueck avoided talk of
revenge but said his
team would relish the
chance to test them-
selves against the
World Cup holders,
calling Spain "the best
team in Europe".

"We're incredibly
excited for these two
games and we're also
incredibly excited to be
playing Spain, be-
cause we know we
will not only be chal-
lenged, but that it will
truly require an abso-
lute top performance
just to have a chance,"
said Wueck.

"But I do believe
we have the potential
to win these games."

Lyon midfielder
Jule Brand agreed,
saying a victory would
"send a message to

other opponents and
boost confidence".

Brand said the at-
mosphere at
K a i s e r s l a u t e r n ' s
47,000-seat Fritz
Walter Stadion, which
sits high on the
Betzenberg hill in the
middle of town, could
be crucial on Friday.

" G r a n d m a ,
grandpa, everyone
was a Kaiserslautern
fan," the 23-year-old
said, having attended
matches at the historic
stadium as a child.

Despite the ad-
vantage of playing the
second leg -- and po-
tentially extra time and
penalties -- at home,
Spain promised to at-
tack. "I'm not playing
for a draw," said Spain
coach Sonia
Bermudez. "I would
like to win it there,
with hopefully lots of
goals. "Germany are a
fantastic team. We
have the utmost re-
spect for them and we
are all very aware that
what lies ahead will be
difficult."

Knaak was on the
pitch in July and said
the Germans would
use the disappointment
of the defeat as moti-
vation.

"We definitely
want to show we can
beat Spain. The defeat
still hurts," Knaak said
on Tuesday.

"We've learned
our lessons from our
last encounter and we
know what we need
to work on. There's
definitely a score to
settle and now we
have a chance to do
better across two
games."

The most success-
ful European team in
women's football his-
tory, Germany have
lost their advantage in
recent years as other
nations drastically im-
proved.

Eight-time Euro-
pean champions and
twice World Cup win-
ners, Germany's last
major honour came a
decade ago, with a
gold medal at the 2016
Olympics in Rio de

him stumped and the
spinner soon got the fi-
nal wicket of
Mohammed Siraj, with
Jansen pulling off a stun-
ning catch in the deep.

B A V U M A
SAVOURS ‘DREAM’
WIN

Bavuma said that
South Africa have en-
dured “dark days” and
their 2-0 sweep in India
reflects their new
mindset.

Despite being the
reigning world champi-
ons, few expected South
Africa to dominate India
in the way they did --
winning the series
opener in Kolkata inside
three days before beat-
ing the hosts in
Guwahati.

“It ’s massive,”
Bavuma said at the pre-
sentation ceremony.
“These are the type of
things that we’re work-
ing towards and dream-
ing of. It’s not every day
where you get to think
that you can come to In-
dia and walk away with
a 2-0 series win.

“I think what makes
it sweeter for some of us
within the group is the
fact that we’ve been on
the other side of the re-
sult. We’ve had dark
days, and we know how
tough it can be. I think
for this group of gentle-
men, again, another in-
credible achievement.”

fans were left at a loose
end. Some good came
from the rapid finish,
though, with Perth Sta-
dium donating hundreds
of kilogrammes of sur-
plus food to people in
need.

"I don't give ex-
cuses and I have never
done that in the past,"
said Gambhir.

"But if you see
four or five batters in
this top eight have lit-
erally played less than
15 Tests. And they will
grow.

They are learning
on the job."

The Indian spin-
ners were also outdone
on favourable home
pitches with South
Africa's Simon Harmer
returning 17 wickets
with his off-spin.

"I do not think so
ever in a Test cricket
something like this has
happened where the
transition is happening
in the spin-bowling de-
partment and in a bat-

ting department as
well," said Gambhir.

"All of us need to
give them time and I am
sure they have got the
skill, they have got the
talent, they have got
the ability."

NEWS DESK: Pakistan
won the toss and chose
to bowl first  in the
Twenty20 International
tri-series match against
Sri  Lanka at  the
Rawalpindi Cricket Sta-
dium on Thursday.

Pakistan, riding a
wave of dominant home
performances,  have
stitched together three
consecutive wins to se-
cure their place in the fi-
nal. Sri Lanka, mean-
while, face a must-win
encounter to keep their
campaign alive.

With qualification

already assured, Paki-
stan have continued to
rest pace duo Shaheen
Shah Afridi and Naseem
Shah as Mohammad
Wasim and Salman
Mirza get more game
time.

The fixture also
provides the team man-
agement another chance
to fine-tune their combi-
nations and bolster the
confidence of emerging
talent ahead of the T20
World Cup.

PAKISTAN: Saim
Ayub, Sahibzada
Farhan, Babar Azam,

Salman Ali Agha (c),
Usman Khan (wk),
Fakhar Zaman,
Mohammad Nawaz,
Faheem Ashraf,
Mohammad Wasim,
Salman Mirza, Abrar
Ahmed

SRI LANKA:
Pathum Nissanka, Kusal
Mendis (wk), Kamil
Mishara, Kusal Janith
Perera, Janith Liyanage,
Dasun Shanaka (c),
Pavan Ratnayake,
Wanindu Hasaranga,
Dushmantha Chameera,
Maheesh Theekshana,
Eshan Malinga
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2 National Guard soldiers shot near White House; Trump
terms incident ‘act of terror’
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Bangladesh ex-PM Sheikh Hasina gets
21 years in jail for corruption

NEWS DESK: Two US
National Guard soldiers
were critically wounded
on Wednesday after be-
ing shot in a brazen day-
time attack a few blocks
from the White House,
with US President
Donald Trump terming
the incident an “act of
terror”.

The incident, which
left two Guard members
critically wounded, was
“an act of evil, an act of
hatred and an act of ter-
ror,” Trump said.

“It  was a crime
against our entire na-
tion.”

He confirmed that
the man taken into cus-
tody after the daylight
shooting two blocks
from the White House
was “a foreigner who
entered our country from
Afghanistan”.

The suspect had ar-
rived in the United
States in 2021 “on those
infamous fl ights,”
Trump said, referring to
the evacuations of Af-
ghans fleeing as the
Taliban took over the

visibility patrol”.
According to DC

Police Executive Assis-
tant Chief Jeffrey Carroll,
the attacker rounded a
corner, raised a firearm,
and “ambushed these
members of the National
Guard” without warning.

Both soldiers were
struck multiple times and
rushed to local trauma
centers, where they re-
main in critical condition.
The suspect was also
injured during the en-
counter. Carroll said in-
vestigators were still
working to determine
whose gunfire wounded
him, but confirmed that
there were no additional
suspects and no ongo-
ing threat.  Senior
counterterrorism offi-
cials confirmed to ABC
News that the FBI was
examining the shooting
as a possible act of in-
ternational terrorism,
and investigators were
looking into whether the
attack may have been
inspired by a foreign mili-
tant group.

A u t h o r i t i e s

country in the wake of
the US retreat after 20
years of war.

“We must now reex-
amine every single alien
who has entered our
country from Afghani-
stan” under former presi-
dent Joe Biden, Trump
said.

“We must take all
necessary measures to
ensure the removal of
any alien from any coun-
try who does not belong
here, or add benefit to
our country if they can’t
love our country, we
don’t want them.”

The Department of
Homeland Security iden-
tified the suspect as
Rahmanullah Lakanwal,
an Afghan national. Ac-
cording to CNN, the sus-
pect applied for asylum
in 2024, which was
granted by the Trump
administration in April
2025.

Separately, the US
Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services said it had
stopped processing all
immigration requests re-
lating to Afghan nation-

als indefinitely.
“The protection and

safety of our homeland
and of the American
people remains our sin-
gular focus and mis-
sion,” the US Citizenship
and Immigration Ser-
vices said in a post on
X.

Reacting to the in-
cident, former US presi-

dent Barack Obama said
“violence has no place
in America”.

“Michelle and I are
praying for the
servicemembers shot in
Washington, DC today,
and send our love to
their families as they en-
ter this holiday season
under the most tragic of
circumstances,” he said.

‘Targeted shoot-
ing’

Trump was in
Florida at the time of the
attack, which prompted
the White House to go
into lockdown as law en-
forcement from multiple
federal and city agencies
swarmed the area.

Washington Mayor
Muriel Bowser called it

“a targeted shooting” by
a single assailant.

“That individual
has been taken into cus-
tody,” she said.

The shooting oc-
curred around 2:15 pm
local time, when the two
soldiers — a man and a
woman — were con-
ducting what authorities
described as a “high-

Hong Kong fire kills 55, leaves hundreds missing;
police blame ‘grossly negligent’ construction firm

NEWS DESK: A huge
fire still burning in a
Hong Kong apartment
complex that has killed
at least 55 people and
left nearly 300 missing
may have been caused
by a “grossly negligent”
construction firm using
unsafe materials, police
said on Thursday.

Almost a full day
after the fire began,
firefighters were strug-
gling to reach residents
potentially trapped on
the upper floors of the
Wang Fuk Court hous-
ing complex due to in-
tense heat and thick
smoke from the blaze
that erupted on Wednes-
day afternoon.

The tightly packed
complex in the northern
Tai Po district has 2,000
apartments in eight
blocks that are home to
more than 4,600 people
in a city struggling with
chronic shortages of af-
fordable housing.

“We bought [a
place] in this building
more than 20 years ago.
All of our belongings
were in this building, and
now that i t has all
burned like this, what’s
left?” asked a 51-year-
old resident with the sur-
name Wan.

A firefighter was
among the 55 killed, with
dozens in hospital in
critical condition, Hong
Kong authorities said on
Thursday afternoon.
Around 279 people re-
main uncontactable.

Among the dead
was a 37-year-old
firefighter,  who was
found with burns on his
face half an hour after
losing contact with col-
leagues, according to
the fire service director
Andy Yeung.

A government
spokesman told AFP
that 56 people were be-
ing treated in hospital.
Sixteen were in a critical
condition, 24 in a serious

condition and 16 were
stable. Eileen Chung, a
Hong Kong police su-
perintendent, said 900
residents were spread
across eight shelters.

The fire was still
burning on Thursday af-
ternoon, more than 24
hours after it started.

Sections of charred
scaffolding fell from the
burning blocks,  and
flames could be seen in-
side apartments, some-
times belching out
through windows into
the night sky, casting an
eerie orange glow on
surrounding buildings.
An AFP reporter heard
loud cracking sounds,
possibly from the burn-
ing bamboo.

A 65-year-old resi-
dent surnamed Yuen
said he had lived in the
complex for more than
four decades and that
many of his neighbours
were elderly and might

are still not out yet.
They didn’t have water
to save our building,”
she sobbed, carrying her
daughter’s graduation
photo.

Authorit ies said
they had brought the
blaze in four of seven
blocks under control,
with operations continu-
ing in three. Bamboo
scaffolding is a mainstay
of traditional Chinese ar-
chitecture but has been
subject to a phase-out in
Hong Kong since March
for safety reasons.

Police officers
searched the housing
estate’s building mainte-
nance company on
Thursday morning, seiz-
ing documents that
mention Wang Fuk
Court, local media re-
ported. The company
did not immediately re-
spond to a request for
comment.

“We have reason to

not be mobile.
“The windows were

closed because of the
maintenance, [some
people] didn’t know
there was a fire and had
to be told to evacuate via
phone calls by
neighbours,” Yuen told
AFP. “I’m devastated.”

A woman surnamed
Ng, 52, was distraught
as she searched for her
daughter outside a shel-
ter. “She and her father

believe that the
company’s responsible
parties were grossly
negligent, which led to
this accident and caused
the fire to spread uncon-
trollably, resulting in
major casualties,” said
police superintendent
Chung.

Three men from the
construction company,
two directors and one
engineering consultant,
had been arrested on

UAE not issuing visas to Pakistanis, inte-
rior ministry official tells Senate body

suspicion of man-
slaughter over the fire,
she added.

Police said in addi-
tion to the buildings be-
ing covered with protec-
tive mesh sheets and
plastic that may not
meet fire standards, they
discovered some win-
dows on one unaffected
building were sealed
with a foam material, in-
stalled by a construction
company carrying out
year-long maintenance
work.

Indonesia’s foreign
ministry said on Thurs-
day that two Indonesian
migrant workers “in the
domestic sector” died in
the fire and two others
were injured.

The death toll is
now the highest in a
Hong Kong fire since
1948, when 176 people
were killed in a ware-
house blaze. Hong
Kong’s corruption body

NEWS DESK: A court in
Bangladesh sentenced
ousted prime minister
Sheikh Hasina on Thurs-
day to 21 years in prison
for corruption, a week
after she was given the
death penalty for crimes
against humanity.

Hasina, 78, is cur-
rently residing in India
and has defied court or-
ders that she return to
Bangladesh.

She was sentenced
in absentia on Novem-
ber 17 to be hanged for
crimes against humanity
after ordering a deadly
crackdown against a
student-led uprising last
year that eventually
ousted her. But three
other cases had been
brought against the ex-
leader by the Anti-Cor-
ruption Commission
(ACC) over land grabs of
lucrative plots in a sub-
urb of the capital Dhaka.

Hasina received

seven years’ imprison-
ment in each of the three
cases, Dhaka Tribune re-
ported. Several other ac-
cused were also handed
varying prison terms, it
added.

It is unclear if the
sentences will run con-
currently.

Hasina’s conduct

“demonstrates a persis-
tent corruption mindset
rooted in entitlement,
unchecked power, and a
greedy eye for public
property”, ruled judge
Abdullah Al Mamun.

“Treating public
land as a private asset,
she directed her greedy
eye toward state re-

Pope Leo arrives in Turkey on
first foreign trip of papacy

NEWS DESK: Pope
Leo XIV has arrived in
Turkey at the start of
the first foreign trip of
his papacy, where he
will mark an historic
Christian anniversary,
before heading to
Lebanon days after Is-
raeli airstrikes on its
capital, Beirut.

As he travelled to
Ankara, the Pope
summed up the mes-
sage of his trip by say-
ing that "all men,
women can truly be
brothers and sisters, in
spite of differences, in
spite of different reli-
gions, in spite of differ-
ent beliefs".

Visits to both
countries had originally
been planned by the
late Pope Francis, but
the overarching theme
– building bridges – is
one Pope Leo has made
his own from the mo-
ment he stepped on to
the balcony of St
Peter's Basilica after
his election in May.

Since he became
pontiff six months ago,
he has conveyed a
sense of being ex-
tremely measured,
even cautious. But on
this trip, his powers of
diplomacy will be
closely scrutinised.

A key moment of
the trip will take place
in the Turkish town of
Iznik, the site of the an-
cient city of Nicaea.
Pope Leo and leaders
of other Christian tra-
ditions will gather to
mark the anniversary of
an ancient council that
took place there 1,700
years ago. In 325 AD,
among other key deci-
sions, more than 200
bishops at the council
affirmed the belief that
Jesus was the son of

God, eventually leading
to what is known as
the Nicene Creed.

Eastern and West-
ern branches of Chris-
tianity later dramati-
cally split, but during
this trip there will be
messages of together-
ness and healing divi-
sions.

In Turkey the
Pope will also visit the
Blue Mosque, as both
his immediate predeces-
sors Pope Francis and
Pope Benedict XVI had
done. He will have
meetings with other
religious leaders in a
gesture of inter-reli-
gious dialogue before
flying on to the second
leg of the trip.

He will meet more
faith leaders and hear
from young people in
Lebanon, his visit giv-
ing a boost in particu-
lar to the estimated
third of the country
that is Christian.

jured.
Over recent

months, though he has
spoken out on some
issues dear to him such
as the dignity of mi-
grants, he has certainly
not been as overtly po-
litical as his predeces-
sor could be.

He has walked
such a fine line that in
some cases both
progressives and tradi-
tionalists within the
Catholic Church have
made the case that he
supports their school of
thought. It was for
similar reasons that
cardinals of different
persuasions were
thought to have coa-
lesced around him at
conclave.

Pope Francis was
seen as a visionary but
one who was not
overly worried about
creating consensus,
leaving behind a some-
what divided Church.

said it has launched an
investigation into sus-
pected corruption re-
lated to the renovation.

China’s Xi urges
‘all-out’ effort against
fire

From the mainland,
China’s President Xi
Jinping urged an “all-
out effort” to extinguish
the fire and to minimise
casualties and losses,
China’s state broad-
caster CCTV said.

sources and manipu-
lated official procedures
to benefit herself and her
close relatives.”

Hasina’s US-based
son Sajeeb Wazed and
daughter Saima Wazed,
who has served as a top
United Nations official,
were sentenced to five
years each.

stressed, however, that
no motive had been es-
tablished.

Trump was the first
to announce the inci-
dent publicly, writing on
social media that “the
animal that shot the two
National Guardsmen”
was also severely
wounded and would
“pay a very steep price”.

He praised the Na-
tional Guard and federal
law-enforcement agen-
cies as “truly great
people”.

Following the
shooting, US Secretary
of Defence Pete Hegseth
said the president di-
rected him to deploy an
additional 500 National
Guard troops to Wash-
ington “immediately,”
saying: “This happened
just steps away from the
White House. It will not
stand.”

A brief security
lockdown was also im-
posed at  the White
House as the situation
unfolded, though
Trump was not in the
capital at the time.

called for an end to
war, but in a different
way to Pope Francis,
who memorably made
daily calls to the Holy
Family Church in Gaza
to offer his support.

In meetings on this
trip - with Turkish
President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan and
Lebanese civic leaders
- Pope Leo may be
drawn to comment on
his views on conflict in
the region.

We may hear
something of his im-
pressions at the end of
his trip, as it is custom-
ary for the Pope to hold
a news conference
with travelling press on
the return flight to
Rome. What we will
hear more of this trip
is a pope speaking in a
Chicagoan accent.

Although Pope
Leo, who speaks sev-
eral languages fluently,
has mainly given pub-

On the final day of
the trip, Pope Leo will
celebrate Mass at the
Beirut waterfront at the
site of the 2020 port
explosion, praying for
the more than 200
people who were killed
and 7,000 others in-

Pope Leo has so far
operated very differ-
ently, gently holding on
to some of the pro-
gressive ideals of his
predecessor while pay-
ing heed to the views
of traditionalists.

He has repeatedly

lic addresses in Italian
up to this point, the
Vatican has confirmed
that he will speak En-
glish throughout the
Turkish leg of his trip,
with some French too
during his time in Leba-
non.

NEWS DESK: Addi-
tional Interior Secre-
tary Salman Chaudhry
said on Thursday that
the United Arab Emir-
ates had not been is-
suing visas to Paki-
stanis.

Pakistan and the
UAE share close dip-
lomatic, economic, and
cultural ties.

 The UAE is one
of Pakistan’s largest
trading partners in the
Middle East and a
major source of remit-
tances, with a large
Pakistani expatriate
population living and
working there.

The secretary
made this revelation
during a meeting of the
Senate Functional
Committee on Human
Rights, further stating
that Saudi Arabia and

the UAE had “stopped
short of imposing a
ban on the Pakistani
passport”.

“If a ban is im-
posed, getting it re-
moved would be diffi-
cult,” he warned.

The official said
that currently, the
UAE was only issuing
visas to blue and dip-

lomatic passport hold-
ers.

Separately, Sena-
tor Samina Mumtaz
Zehri, who heads the
Senate committee on
human rights, also con-
firmed that the interior
ministry official’s re-
marks to Dawn. She
said the bar was at-
tributed to concerns

about people travelling
to the UAE and “get-
ting involved in crimi-
nal activities”.

The committee
was told that the UAE
was not issuing visas
to Pakistanis and that
very few had been is-
sued in the recent past
“after much diffi-
culty”, she said.


