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No Toilets for Women on Key Highways:
Activists Move Balochistan High Court

News Desk:

QUETTA: The issue of
women’s lack of access to toi-
lets on Balochistan’s major
highways has reached the
Balochistan High Court, where
three well-known social activ-
ists — Fauzia Shaheen,
Kulsoom Baloch, and Dr.
Quratulain Bakhtiari — have
filed a constitutional petition

demanding immediate action.

According to the petition,
thousands of women travel
daily on national routes includ-
ing the N-10, N-25, N-30, and
N-40, yet most of these long
stretches have no dedicated
public toilets for women. This
situation,

they argue, forces female
passengers into distressing and
unsafe conditions, especially
during long intercity journeys.

Kulsoom Baloch ex-
plained that on the heavily fre-
quented

Quetta—Karachi h|ghway.
there is no women’s toilet
available between Mastung
and Kalat, leaving women with
no safe option. She added that
although Khuzdar has a
restroom at a bus stop, it usu-
ally remains unhygienic and
overcrowded, making it prac-
tically unusable.

The activists state that
while the number of women
travellers has steadily in-
creased, the government has
failed to address even the most
essential needs.

They argue that the ab-
sence of proper facilities vio-
lates women’s constitutional
rights, particularly in remote
regions where cultural norms
already make travel more re-
strictive for women.

The petition urges the
court to direct the provincial
government,

the National Highway
Authority (NHA), and relevant
departments to immediately
establish clean, safe, and ac-
cessible public toilets for
women along highways, pub-
lic spaces, and government
offices.

Justice Kamran
Mullahkhail
Appointed Chief
Justice of Balochistan
High Court

Qaseem Shah,
Dawood Ahmed:

The Judicial Commission of
Pakistan (JCP) has ap-
proved the elevation of
Justice Kamran
Mullahkhail as the new
Chief Justice of the
Balochistan High Court.
Alongside him, Justice
Zafara Ahmed Rajput has
been appointed as the

Chief Justice of the Sindh

High Court.

The decision came during a
meeting held at the Su-
preme Court conference
room, where the JCP re-
viewed the appointments
of chief justices from
among the three senior-
most judges of each high
court.

For the Balochistan High
Court, the names consid-
ered included Justice
Kamran Mullahkhail, Jus-
tice Igbal Ahmed Kasi,
and Justice Shaukat Ali
Rakhshani. Following
careful consideration, Jus-
tice Mullahkhail was se-
lected to lead the provin-
cial judiciary.

Similarly, for lhe Sindh High
Court, the commission
considered Justice Zafara
Ahmed Rajput, Justice
Muhammad Igbal
Kalohoro, and Justice
Mahmood A. Khan, ulti-
mately approving Justice
Rajput’s clevation as chief
Jjustice.

The appointments mark a key
step in strengthening the
leadership of Pakistan’s
high courts and ensuring

The case is expected to be
heard next week.

judicial efficiency at the
provincial level.

Judicial Commission
of Pakistan picks
Justice Aurangzeb
as SC judge

NEWS DESK:

‘The Judicial Commission of Paki-
stan (JCP) on Tuesday recom-
mended the appointment of Jus-
tice Mian Gul Hassan Aurangzeb
as a permanent judge of the Su-
preme Court by majority opinion,
according to an official statement.

The meeting, held under the
chairmanship of Chief Justice of
Pakistan and Chairman Judicial
Commission Justice Yahya Aftidi,
also unanimously recommended
Justice Zafar Ahmed Rajput as
Chief Justice of Sindh High Court
and Justice Muhammad Kamran
Khan Mullakhel as Chief Justice
of Balochistan High Court.

Justice Aurangzeb is cur-
rently performing duties as act-
ing judge of the Supreme Court.
Souirces said three senior judges’
names were considered for the
permanent Supreme Court ap-
pointment — Justice Sarfraz
Dogar, Justice Mohsin Akhtar
Kayani, and Justice Mian Gul
Hassan Aurangzeb.

For the Sindh High Court
chief justice position, the com-
mission considered three senior
judges: Justice Zafar Ahmed
Rajput.

Imran ‘perfectly fine’, says Uzma Khanum after
meeting PTI founder at Adiala jail

NEWS DESK:

Uzma Khanum, sister of PTI
founder Imran Khan, said on
Tuesday her incarcerated brother
was “perfectly fine” after she was
allowed to meet him, putting to
rest rumours surrounding the
former premier’s health.

Prison authorities had al-
lowed her tomeet the former prime
minister today. She was accom-
panied by scores of PTI support-
ers who gathered outside the jail
as Uzma went inside the prison
to meet her brother.

Inashort talk with the media
after the meeting, she said: “Imran
Khan’s health is perfectly fine.
However, he was very angry and
said that they are subjecting him
to mental torture.”

She added that Imran was
confined to his cell throughout
the day and was allowed only a
short time outside. Uzma further
said that he was not in communi-
cation with anyone, and the meet-
ing between them lasted around
30 minutes.

The meeting took place un-
der strict supervision and with-
out mobile devices, she added,
declining to provide further de-
tails.

The development comes
amid the PTI’s protests outside
the Islamabad High Court and the
Adiala jail today against restric-
tions on the former prime
minister’s visitation rights. The
party had claimed that the ex-
premier’s family and party lead-
ers had been denied access to
him for the last several weeks.

According to Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister
Sohail Afridi, no one had been
allowed to meet Imran or his wife,
Bushra Bibi, since October 27.
Section 144 of the Criminal
Procedure Code was imposed in
Islamabad and Rawalpindi ahead
of PTI's protests. It is a legal pro-
vision that empowers district ad-

‘ministrations to prohibit an as-
sembly of four or more people in
anarea for a limited period.

Tallal’s warning

Earlier today, Minister of
State for Interior Tallal Chaudhry
said that compliance with Section
144 would be ensured in
Islamabad and Rawalpindi.

“Whether they come to the

Islamabad High Court (IHC) or
the Adiala jail, action under Sec-
tion 144 would be carried out with-
out any discrimination,”
Chaudhry warned while speaking
to the media in Islamabad. He par-
ticularly urged PTI-backed parlia-
mentarians to “abide by the law”.

Chaudhry said Section 144
had been imposed in the twin cit-
ies “in light of intelligence re-
ports”. He further linked the mat-
ter to terrorism, saying: “Terror-
ists look for instances [which
they can use] to spread fear and
make headlines; be it [a] political
gathering, courts or important
places or offices.”

The state minister further
said that terrorists used social
media applications, particularly
for communication. “They use
these apps with virtual private
networks (VPNs) to hide their
identities and locations.”

So, Chaudhry continued, the
interior ministry had decided that
it, along with the Pakistan Tele-
communication Authority (PTA),
would find a solution to this prob-
lem.

“The PTA has issued a de-
tailed press release regarding the
registration of VPNs.
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How Long Will Quetta
Pay the Price for SSGC and
Federal Negligence?

Editorial: where Balochistan just inconvenient — it
Quetta is onceagainat remains last on the is dangerous.
the mercy of a winter priority list — not be- Federal
crisis that has become  cause of a shortage of Government’s Weak
all too familiar: low resources, but be- Oversight and
gas pressure, unan- cause of a shortage of Balochistan’s Low Pri-
nounced load shed- political will. ority
ding, and complete ad- SSGC’s Re- The federal gov-
ministrative silence. peated Excuses and ernment cannot es-
Every year, citizens Decades of Misman- cape responsibility ei-
are told to “bear with agement ther. Energy manage-
the situation™ as tem- The SSGC’s per- ment is a national is-
peratures fall and formance adds an- sue, and the pattern of
heaters, stoves, and other layer of frustra- winter mismanage-
geysers turn useless. tion. Each year, the ment in Balochistan
Yet the authorities re- company offers the reflects weak over-
sponsible — Sui same explanations sight, poor planning,
Southern Gas Com- “excessive demand,” and anunfair allocation
pany (SSGC) and the “pipeline pressure is- of resources. The si-

federal energy man- sues,” “technical lence of policymakers

agers — continue to challenges. during these crises

operate without ac- ” Yet no one ex- sends a clear message:

countability. plains why these Quetta’s suffering is
A City Freezing problems remain un- not a priority.

While Authorities resolved despite de- What Quetta

Look Away cades of complaints. needs is not another

The people of Why have there been round of hollow state-
Balochistan are right no significant infra- ments. It nceds a
to ask: Why must structure upgrades? transparent winter gas
Quetta suffer the Why has the com- plan, proper infra-
same crisis every win-  pany failed to intro- structure investment,
ter while no structural duce a clear winter honest communication
reform is introduced? management plan for with the public, and
Why are consumers Quetta? Why is com- real accountability for
forced to pay heavy munication with con- SSGC. Most impor-
bills for a service that sumers absent? tantly, it needs the fed-
barely exists? And The unannounced ~eral government to fi-
why do officials in nature of the load nally treat Balochistan
Karachi and shedding exposes a as an equal stake-

continue to lete disregard for  holder in national re-
treat Baloct ’sgas public convenience. source
issues as a seasonal When outages are not The people of
inconvenience rather scheduled or an- Quetta have endured
than a governance nounced,families can- enough. Their patience
failure? not plan meals, heat- should not be mistaken

D e s pite ing, or even basic for acceptance. With-
Balochistan being an  daily routines. Hospi- out decisive action, this
energy-producing re- tals and clinics recurring winter crisis
gion, its residents struggle to maintain will continue to expose
struggle every winter warm environments not only the inefficien-
for the very resource for patients. Small cies of SSGC but also
extracted from their businesses suffer. the federal
own soil. This contra- And in a city where government’s unwill-
dictionreflectsadeep- temperatures can ingness to address
rooted policy imbal- drop below freezing, long-standing injus-
ance in the federation, such negligence is not  tices.

g

The Looming threat of Climate
Crisis in Pakistan

Sardar Mengal:
Climate change is un-
leashing its worst ef-
fects in the form of
heavy rainfalls and di-
sastrous floods. Inter-
governmental Panel on
Climate Change had al-
ready waved multiple
red flags about dire
consequences of cli-
mate change in Paki-
stan. The authorities
should have been on
their toes in response to
the contours of the cri-
sis but we witnessed
everything otherwise.

Balochistan Vul-
nerable to Climate Cri-
sis

It is noteworthy
that almost 30 districts
of Balochistan have
been badly hit by the
current climate emer-
gency. People who
were already drowning
in man made disasters
of inflation, poverty,

pohtlcal crisis are cur-
rently drowning in a
Natural disaster.
Nushki, Khuzdar,
Lasbela, ‘Bolan and Jhal
Magsi received much
of the inflictions of
flash floods.

People were left
stranded to flow with
the waves as seen in
footages, circulating on
social media. Unfortu-
nately, disturbing pic-
tures of dead bodies of
children covered with
mud, families who
were sitting helplessly
on debris of their
houses and sinking
valuables of the people
couldn’t awaken the
government from its
stupor. Even more
gloomily, the enraging
waves of floods-en-
gulfing lives and prop-
erty, converting every-
thing into dust & debris
and wreaking havoc all

around- couldn’t ment
breaking news on na-
tional media.

Prior disregard and
later delayed response
have multiplied inflic-
tions of the catastro-

e.

Loss of land com-
munication has further
isolated the stricken ar-
eas making true estima-
tion of destruction
more exhausting.

Timely decision
and act can reduce the
effect of Climate
Change

T stop ballooning
problems into crisis;
rescue, relief and reha”
bilitation operations
should be carried out
on full scale as the cur-
rent pace is insufficient
to meet the require-
ment. NDMA and
PDMA need to reach
out to the peripheral
areas that are out of the

dar.
It's hlgh time for
1 ang

OI.IS measures in plpe-
line m overcome the

the p d fed-
eral coalition govern-
ment to pay special at-
tention to those whose
lives are at the stake.
Political parties need to
rise above the tradi-
tional politics and
launch concerted ef-
forts to help out the ca-
lamity stricken at the
carliest. Social welfare
organisations should
come forward to heal
the lesions of suffering
humans. On national
media, there should be
special discourse and
discussion on settle-
ment and rehabilitation
of the affected people.

In addition to en-
suring; re-building of
eroded infrastructure,
compensation  for
losses, clean water, ad-
equate supply of food,
there should be numer-

such as mnreased risk
of infectious diseast
The flood-stricken area
can become a breeding
ground for many health
related problems. Sup-
plying preventive medi-
cines and upholding
precautionary mea-
sures can halt the on-
slaught of infectious
diseases.

The state machin-
ery in its all forms
should come into play
to navigate a safe pas-
sage out of this hurri-
cane of climate emer-
gency enveloping us
now.

The author is a fi-
nal year MBBS student
at King Edward Medi-
cal University Lahore,
Pakistan. He can be
reached on twitter via
(@SardarMengal1 1.

IRC reaches to 29,000 out of school girls in Balochistan

By Shakoor Khan:
International Rescue
Committee (IRC) under
its Teach & Educate
Adolescent Girls with
Community  Help
(TEACH) ~ project,
reached out to 29,000
out-of-school girls of 5
districts of Balochistan
including Pishin, Killa
Abdullah, Nushki,
Kharan and Chagai.

“IRC is striving
hard to_promote girl's
education in
Balochistan besides im-
parting  vocational
trainings on financial lit-
eracy and trades to make
them financially inde-
pendent,” said Shareef
Mengal, Head of IRC
Balochistan during a
policy dialogue titled
“Improving future of
girl’s education in
Balochistan held in col-
laboration with UK aid at
local hotel here.

Balochistan Educa-
tion minister
Naseebullah Mari was
the chief guest while
representatives from the
Education ministry, Di-
rectorate of Special Edu-
cation,

Literacy, Non-For-
‘mal Education & Human tiple stakeholders stream of the project,
Rights Department, cluding education ex- 7000 girls completed
Balochistan Assess- perts and government Package A of the non-
ment and Examination functionaries on the formal curriculum, out of
Commission, bariersfacedbygirlsin these7000 girls, 5000 re-
Balochistan Textbook the province in pursu- ceived training on finan-
Board , Policy Planning  ing their education and ~cial literacyand business
Implementation Unit , discussed possible so- development planning.
Provincial Institute of ~lutions to combat those 2400 girls received train-
Teachers Education, barrie ing on 8 vocational

Education Supporl i trades and toolkits and
P e Gl heny - salient feature yles i ot
nership of Education, of the cial grants to start a busi-

German Agency for In” i ness.
ternational Cooperation, proj ect IRC Naseebullah Marri,
United Nations Interna- While highlighting Education Minister
tional Children’s Emer-  the salient feature of the - Balochistan, on the oc-
gency Fund Society for project IRC chief in casion urged that *We
Community Strengthen- Balochistan Shareef must do our part to re-
ing and Promotion of Mengal said under the move the barriers faced
Education, Balochistan, Girls Learn’ stream of by girls in the region so
Institute for Develop-  the project, 22,000 girls ~ that every girl can pur-
ment Studies and Prac- received classes on  sue her education and
tices, Japan Interna- Package A, B and C of become a valuable mem-
tional Cooperation non-formal curriculum, ber of society”
Agency also attended ©ofthem 4000 enrolled in *The Government is
the event. mainstream formal makingall out efforts to
The event hosted schooling system. combat the low literacy
conversations with mul- Under” Girls Earn’  rate which has affected

girls from all ethnic
groups. and socioeco-
nomic backgrounds,”

We are committed

to assist and contribute
to building economically
prosperous, and edu-
cated Balochistan, so
every child has access to
education.
He however wel-
comed the support ex-
tended by the Interna-
tional Rescue Committee
for providing educa-
tional and vocational
training opportunities,
saying he is very grate-
ful for the on-ground ini-
tiative of community-
based schools in
Balochistan.™

Abdul Rauf Baloch
— Secretary Secondary
Education on the occa-
sion appreciated the
contributions of IRC for
girls’ education in
Balochistan.

He shared that edu-

ion is a complex sub-
ject which cannot be dis-
cussed without WAS]
health and other facili-
ties.
This makes it a re-
sponsibility of all rel-
evant departments and
stakeholders who
should play their role ef-
fectively.

Zain Ul Abedin
Khan, Deputy Director
Programs, IRC, in his re-
marks said that “We as a
society need to commit
to prioritize and focus on
Girls” Education through
adequate resources.
Girls® education in
Balochistan is one of the
biggest challenges faced
by the country and to
deal with it we must work
with innovative methods
like Non-Formal Educa-

5

n.
” He further added

that, “Over the years, we
have realized that if girls
are unable to reach
school, all stakeholders
need to fill the gap and
provide access to life-
long learning opportun
ties like productive skills
and life-skills within
communities.
Girl’s education is
correlated with
lower rates of

poverty

The panel discus-
sions established an op-
portunity for the policy
makers and practitioners
to understand that girl’s
education is correlated
with lower rates of pov-
erty and improved health
outcomes. While stimu-
lating dialogue, the
stakeholders pledged to
work together to eradi-
cate the barriers to girls

education by providing
gender inclusive facili-
ties and quality of edu-
cation.
The event was a
culmination of three ses-
sions where the first was
hosted to discuss the
barriers faced by girls in
pursuing their educa-
tion. The panelists of
the first ses
fied the barriers into 3
categories: Cultural,
Economic and Service
Delivery. The panelists
recommended Acceler-
ated Learning Programs
(ALPs) as a viable op-
tion while integrated
with  skill-based
trainings and digitaliz-
ing education.
Initiatives to
combat the
barriers to

education

The second session
was focused on sustain-
able initiatives to combat
the barriers with the help
of Non-Formal Educa-
tion in bridging the gap
between primary and
secondary schooling.

hairperson of the
session, Mr. Abdul
Khaliq - Chief Planning
Officer Policy, Planning,
and Implementation
Unit welcomed the par-
ticipants and empha-
sized the importance of
solutions to these barri-
ers.

Mr. Ashraf Gichki —
Director Literacy and
Non-Formal Education
shared contribution of
NFE department toward
provision of second
chance of education to
out-of-school children.

Personal
struggles in
overcoming

the barriers to

education

The third and final
session gave the
TEACH clients an op-
portunity to express
their  personalized
struggles in overcoming
the barriers to educa-
tion.

Anam — client of
TEACH project from
Pishin shared that after
joining TEACH ALP
center,

she can read books
and newspapers. Simra
from the same district
shared that her parents
don’t allow travelling
long distances to attend
school but after opening
of ALP center at door-
steps, she was able to
join the classroom for
first time in her life.
Haleema from Nushki
district shared that her
motheris the only bread-
winner of home and
works at households of
others to earn income.
Haleema shared that she
is the only child of her
family who can read,
thanks to joining ALP
center.
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Son of THC judge sent on

physical remand over fatal car
accident that claimed two lives

NEWS DESK: The
teenage son of Justice
Mohammed Asif of
the Islamabad High
Court (IHC) was re-
manded into police
custody on Tuesday in
a case where two
young women lost
their lives after being
hit by a speeding
sports utility vehicle
SUV).

Judicial magistrate
Shaista Khan Kundi
issued the remand or-
der on the police’s re-
quest.

According to a
First Information Re-
port (FIR) registered
at the Secretariat Po-
lice Station, the acci-
dent occurred late on
Monday night near
the Pakistan National
Council of Arts
(PNCA) in Islamabad,
when a black SUV al-
legedly driven by the
judge’s son struck two
girls who worked at
the PNCA.

The victims were
riding a scooter when
they were hit by the
SUV and reportedly
died on the spot. Po-
lice reported that the
vehicle fled the area
immediately after the
collision.

The FIR, lodged
on the complaint of
Sub-Inspector
Muhammad Asghar,
states that police
traced the vehicle
through its registration
number and later

reached a private hos-
pital where the sus-
pect had reportedly
been taken for medi-
cal treatment.

He was subse-
quently taken into cus-
tody, and medical and
forensic samples were
collected, and the ve-
hicle was impounded
for examination.

Sections 279 (rash
driving or riding on a
public way), 322
(manslaughter) and
427 (mischief causing
damage) of the Paki-
stan Penal Code have
been invoked in the
case. The investigat-
ing officer informed
the court that further
custody was required
to complete the inves-
tigation, including veri-
fication  of the
suspect’s medical re-
port, vehicle inspection
and eyewitness state-
ments. After review-
ing the case record
and police request, the
court approved physi-
cal remand of the sus-
pect for further inves-
tigation. The bodies of
the deceased were
shifted to the Pakistan
Institute of Medical
Sciences for an au-
topsy.
Police said efforts
were underway to ob-
tain CCTV footage
and determine
whether speeding or
negligence was in-
volved, while authori-
ties assured the fami-

lies of the victims that
the case would be in-
vestigated strictly on
merit.

In Islamabad in
2022, an SUV alleg-
edly driven by the
daughter of a Lahore
High Court judge ran
over two persons near
the Sohan bridge on
the Expressway and
the investigation into
the case had remained
stalled.

As per the details
available in the judicial
record, on June 8,
Shakeel Tanoli and his
colleague, Hasnain Ali,
were going home at
midnight when they
were hit by an SUV
allegedly driven by a
woman.

In July, 2024, In-
spector General of
Islamabad Police Ali
Nasir Rizvi informed
the THC that the ve-
hicle involved in the hit
and run case was
driven by a woman
and was in the use of|
Supreme Court Jus-
tice Malik Shahzad
Ahmed.

In February this
year, a local court in
Islamabad acquitted
Shanzay Malik, the
daughter of the Su-
preme Court judge.
The verdict was an-
nounced by Judicial
Magistrate Adnan
Yousuf, who accepted
the acquittal applica-
tion filed by Malik’s
legal team.

Miranshah assistant commissioner among 4
martyred in Bannu attack

NEWS DESK:
Miranshah Assistant
Commissioner Shah Wali
and two cops were
among four martyred af-
ter the official’s vehicle
came under attack in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s
Bannu on Tuesday.
Bannu Deputy In-
spector General (DIG)
Sajjad Khan confirmed
the number of casual-
ties.
“The attack was
sudden, and after open-
ing fire on the vehicle,
the assailants also set it
on fire,” he said. The
DIG said the area was
cordoned off after the
incident and a search
‘was underway to locate
the attackers.
“Security forces
and police are conduct-
inga joint operation. Se-
curity in the area has
been put on high alert
and investigations are
being carried out from
everyangle,” he said.
Meanwhile, Bilal
Saqib, the assistant
commissioner’s secre-
tary, told the media that
the incident took place
ataround 10am. He said
the assistant commis-
sioner was on his way to
appear before a court
when he was “am-
bushed” near Mamash

Khel’s Masoomabad.
Giving details about
the deaths, he said that
two constables and a ci-
vilian, who was working
in the fields, were
‘martyred, while two po-
lice officials were injured.
He said that an investi-
gation was underway
into the incident.
Miranshah is the
administrative head-
quarters of North
Waziristan district and is
adjacent to Bannu,
Presldem sif Ali
Zardari d sor-
Tow over lhe lives lost in

the incident. A state-
ment shared by the PPP
on X said he condemned
the terrorist attack.

He further said that
the elimination of terror-
ists operating with exter-
nal support against the
country was being car-
ried out with national
consensus.

He also prayed for
the speedy recovery of
the injured police per-
sonnel and directed the
relevant agencies to en-
sure the immediate arrest
of the attackers.

Prime Minister

Shehbaz Sharif ex-
pressed sorrow on the
terrorist attack in Bannu
that martyred four
people, including the
assistant commissioner,
according to a state-
‘ment on X issued by the
PM Office. He prayed for
the departed souls and
extended prayers of pa-
tience for the bereaved.

“The government is
committed to eliminating
terrorism from the coun-
try.” KP Chief Minister
Sohail Afridi also con-
demned the attack and
expressed sorrow at the

Tives lost in the incident.
According to an official
statement, he also
sought a detailed report
from the KP police chief.

“The sacrifices of
the martyrs will not go
invain. The elements in-
volved will be brought

tice,” he said.
Afl’ldl also directed to
provide the injured with
the best possible medi-
cal treatment.

Pakistan has seen a
rise in terrorist attacks in
the recent past, particu-
larly in KP and
Balochistan.

At least 7 injured in gas leak explosion at Islamabad’s
National University of Modern Languages: police

NEWS DESK: At least
seven people were in-
jured in an explosion,
caused by a gas leak,
within the premises of
Islamabad’s National
University of Modern
Languages (Numl) on
Tuesday, according to
the police.

Islamabad Inspec-
tor General of Police
(IG) Ali Nasir Rizvi,
speaking to the media,
said the explosion oc-
curred around 4pm and
was caused by a gas
leak ignited by a short
cireuit.

“When summer
ends, the university
turns off its gas con-
nection. They turned it
on at 3:30pm, but there
was an accumulation
of gas and a short cir-

Reckless teen driver runs
over two women in Islamabad
while Snapchatting

NEWS DESK: A 16-
year-old boy, driving a
white SUV, struck and
killed two young
women riding a
scooter on Secretariat
Chowk opposite the
metro station in
Islamabad on Monday
night. According to the
remand report, he
struck the girls as he
was recording a video
for Snapchat.

The two victims,
Samreen, aged 25, and
Tabbinda, 27, worked
part-time with an
cvents management
group at the Pakistan
National Council of the
Arts. Their scooter
was destroyed on im-
pact.

The suspect has
been identified as
Muhammad Abuzar
Reki, son of
Muhammad Asif, who
is believed to hold an
important position in
the Islamabad High
Court. The Express

Tribune has retrieved
a copy of the First In-
formation Report, the
remand report, and the
accused’s ID card.

According to the
remand report, he was
driving at high speed
when he hit the
scooter, causing both
‘women to fall with se-
vere injuries.

They later died
from their wounds.
After appearing in the
Islamabad District
Court on Tuesday, Ju-
dicial ~ Magistrate
Shaista Kundi ap-
proved a four-day
physical remand of the
accused and handed
him over to the police.
According to the re-
mand report, the ad-
dress given is one on
Spinny Road, Quetta,
Balochistan.

Abuzar told inves-
tigators he was mak-
ing a video on
Snapchat moments
before the collision.

He admitted to throw-
ing his mobile phone
away immediately af-
ter the accident, police
said.

Authorities are
now working to re-
cover the device to
examine the video he
was recording at the
time of the crash.

The case has
been complicated by
questions about the
suspect's age and le-
gal status.

Abuzar does not
possess a driver's li-
cense, though his Na-
tional Identity Card
has been procured by
the police detailing his
age as 16. Police are
reviewing CCTV
footage from the ac-
cident site.
Investigators are
also working to deter-
mine whether Abu
Zar was alone at the
time of the incident or
had passengers in the
vehicle.

cuit here,” the
1G said.

“A gas leakage
caused the explosion.”

The 1G outlined
that the explosion oc-
curred in a prayer
room, which was near
a clerk’s office. He
stated that seven
people were caught in
the explosion.

“Five students
were there with a clerk
and a junior assistant,”
IG Rizvi explained.

“The clerk sus-
tained 60-65 per cent
burn injuries, the cleri-
cal assistant was

burned and the stu-
dents suffered minor
burn injuries. Seven
people are under treat-
ment; of those, six are
out ofdanger as per the
hospital.

IG Rizvi added that
multiple teams were
present at the scene,
including Operations,
Investigations,

Special Branch
and the Counter-Ter-
rorism Department.

e have exam-
ined the scene thor-
oughly and have ruled
out the use of explo-
sives,” the IG said.
“No traces have been
found. We are telling
the media that this ex-

plosion was caused by
a gas leakage and a
short circuit.”

He added that stan-
dard operating proce-
dures were invoked to
close all gas connec-
tions, and Numl’s ad-
ministration was in-
structed to check the
gas lines as a precau-
tion. “We have also in-
structed them to check
the structural stability
of the building where
the explosion took
place,” IG Rizvi added.

Rescue 1122 con-
trol-in-charge Subhan
told Dawn earlier that
the emergency service
first received a call at

06pm.

“The caller did not
know the nature of the
explosion, but the ad-
ministration called us
and said that it was
caused by a gas cylin-
der or a gas leak in a
room,” he said over the

phone.

He added that the
fire was controlled by
emergency services.

The official added
that damage from the
explosion was con-
tained to a single room
and the rest of the
building was not af-
fected.

Islamabad Police
spokesperson Jawad
Taqi, speaking to
Dawn soon after the

Pakistan successfully emerged as ‘regional

incident, had also said
that a gas leakage
caused the explosion.

Visuals from the
varsity showed pan-
icked students evacu-
ating the campus as
emergency and rescue
personnel tried to extin-
guish the blaze in one
of the rooms on the
premises. Bystanders
could also be seen rush-
ing to the help of an
injured person lying on
the ground.

In 2002, the Na-
tional Institute of Mod-
ern Languages was up-
graded to a university.
It offers many courses
from the undergradu-
ate to the PhD level.

stabiliser’ following ‘Marka-i-Haq’, says PAF chief

NEWS DESK: Air Chief
Marshal (ACM) Zaheer
Ahmed Baber Sidhu on
Tuesday noted that Pa-
kistan had emerged as a
regional stabiliser after
the May conflict with
India.

The Pakistan Air
Force (PAF) chief made
the remarks during the
passing out parade at
PAF Academy Asghar
Khan in Risalpur in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s
Nowshera district.

“In the wake of
Marka-i-Haq, Pakistan
has successfully
emerged as a net
stabiliser in this part of
the world,” ACM Sidhu
said.

“As a responsible
nuclear power, our rela-
tions with key global and
regional powers have
further strengthened,
which is a testimony to
the untiring effort of our
diplomatic strategy and
credible military prow-
ess.”

The Pakistan Army
had named the period of
conflict with India, from
the April 22 Pahalgam
attack to the May 10
conclusion of Operation
Bunyanum Marsoos, as
Marka-i-Hag in May,

“The rising giobal

relevance of Pakistan re-
mains a growing con-
cern for our adversary,
and it exploits every op-
portunity to malign and
destabilise Pakistan on
the international front,”
said the air chief in a
veiled reference to India.

Speaking further on
the May conflict, ACM
Sidhu said, “The people
of Pakistan and its armed
forces defeated the en-
emy with far greater nu-
‘merical might.

“This resounding
success during Marka-i-
Haq and Bunyanum

Marsoos was the out-
come of a unified ap-
proach by all elements
of national power, and
above all, Allah’s special
blessing.”

The PAF chief high-
lighted: “Undoubtedly,
the victory also reflects
great credit on the firm
resolve of our national
leadership alongside
well-executed tri-service
synergy, aggressive de-
cision-making, and full
support of Field Marshal
Syed Asim Munir.”

He reiterated that
the “strength of military

i
organisation solely
hangs upon a value sys-
tem based on character
and credibility”, assert-
ing that the PAF’s each
and every claim was
based on “evidence and
undeniable hard facts”.

During his speech,
the air chief noted that
“we live in challenging
times in the wake of a
complex global and re-
gional environment”.

While affirming that
Pakistan “wishes to
maintain friendly rela-
tions withall, e;peclal]y
with our neighbours”,

ACM Sidhu warned:
“However, let me make it
clear; if our nation’s
sovereignty is chal-
lenged, our adversary
will find Pakistan’s
armed forces even harder
and better prepared.”

He asserted, “While
celebrating this success
with humility, we singu-
larly remain focused on
preparing for the future
challenges, as the
enemy’s rhetoric contin-
ued to suggest.”

‘PAF’s first full-
spectrum multi-domain
operation’

ACM Sidhu high-
lighted that the PAF
conducted “full-spec-
trum multi-domain opera-
tion” for the first time in
its history, employing
elements of “space,
cyber and electronic
warfare, along with long-
range vectors, un-
manned aerial systems,
killer drones and loiter-
ing munitions”.

Recalling the down-
ing of multiple Indian
Jjets on May 7, the PAF
chief noted that it was
being “regarded as one
of the most intense and
longest BVR vs BVR
(beyond-visual-range)
battles of modern aerial
history”.
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Interior Minister inspects immigration process at Lahore Airport

He went to differ-
ent counters and i
quired about the travel
history of passengers.

He praised the
Director FIA Ali Zia
and his team for en-

LAHORE (INP): In-
terior Minister Syed
Mohsin Naqvi visited
Lahore’s Allama Igbal
International Airport
on Tuesday morning
and monitored the pro-

tion of passengers.

The minister also
met with the passen-
gers going overseas as
well as those returning
home and received
feedback from them
about the immigration

process.

The passengers
expressed their satis-
faction and praised the
Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) offi-
cials

One of the pas-

lowed to board the
plane.”

Passengers, he
went on to say, who
could bring a bad
name to the country
could not be allowed to
travel.

sengers told Naqvi
that his immigration
was completed in only
two minutes.

The other said that
due to his visits to air-
ports, the process of
immigration had im-

proved.
Speaking on the
ccasion, the minister
said that those pos-
sessing valid docu-
ments
were neither be-
ing barred from trav-

elling nor would they
be barred in future.
“However, those pas-
sengers who are with-
out complete docu-
ments and those who
have bogus docu-
ments will not be al-

cess of immigration.  suring brisk immigra-

—
ISLAMABAD' Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif chalrs a meeting of the working|
group on Tax Reforms.

11 drug dealers killed in CCD
encounters across Punjab

LAHORE  (INP): on the police team. dealers were shot later identified as
There was an uptick During the exchange dead. Ghulam Shabbir and
in the crackdown of fire, the two ac- According  to Ahsan Commando.

against the narcotics cused died, and their CCD Incharge of Police Circle Of-
trafficking across accomplices escaped Madina Town Ali ficer Inspector
Punjab as 11 more from the scene, taking Akram Goraya, they Siddique Cheema

of the raided the location to
apprehend the drug-
peddlers. After taking
notice of the CCD

But they instead team, the armed ac-
opened fire on the cused resorted to fir-
CCD team. In the re- ing.
taliatory firing, notori-
ous drug-peddlers
who were identified as
Sikandar and Shehzad
died on the spot.

In the second en-
counter, two drug-ped-
dlers were killed, and
another seriously in-
jured during a raid by
the CCD team in
Faisalabad. The police
encounter took place
in the Nishatabad
area of the city. The

signalled four suspi-
cious persons to stop
who were riding a
motorcycle.

drug dealers were
shot dead during en-
counters with Crime
Control Department
(CCD) teams in dif-
ferent cities.

In Lahore, three
drug-sellers  were
killed in two fierce en-
counters in Green
Town and Kahna ar-
cas.

Police said that a
Crime Control Depart-
ment (CCD) team
was taking the ar-
rested accused,
Mohammad Farid and
Mohsin Ali, for recov-
ery from Model Town
to Kahna. The accom-
plices of the accused

advantage
darkness.

Another police
encounter took place
in the Green Town
area of Lahore where
accused Asif Javed
was killed.

The CCD said
that all the dead ac-
cused were wanted
by the police in serious
criminal cases includ-
ing  drug-selling,
dacoity, snatching,
murder, and attempted
murder. The police
have now constituted
several teams to ar-
rest accomplices of
the slain accused. In
two encounters in

When the firing
was stopped, two ac-
cused were found in
critical condition. They
were rushed to the
hospital but suc-
cumbed to their inju-
ries. CCD police said
that all drug-peddlers
had been wanted by
the police since a long
time. Later, the CCD
team shifted the dead
bodies of the accused
to a hospital’s mortu-

suddenly started firing  Faisalabad, four drug dead accused were ary.
Parliament passes PTT issues notice to
National Commission for Senator Abro over

27th Amendment vote

ISLAMABAD (INP): Zafar, PTI’s parliamen-
The Pakistan Tehreek-e-  tary leader in the Senate.
Insaf (PTI) on Tuesday He has asked Senator
issued a sh Abro to submit a written
notice to Senator explanation within seven
Saifullah Abro for sup- days, detailing why he
porting the 27th Consti- defied party discipline
tutional Amendment in and supported the
the Senate. amendment. The docu-

PTI said Senator ment further states that
Abro had violated clear  Abro also deviated from
party instructions by direct instructions is-
voting in favour of the sued by the parliamen-
27th Constitutional tary leader.
Amendment, which the The notice ques-
parliamentary party had tions why a reference
unanimously decided to  should not be filed be-
oppose. The party main-  fore the Election Com-
tains that he acted mission of Pakistan
against the official (ECP)forhisalleged vio-
policy communicated to lation of party disci-
all lawmakers ahead of pline. PTI has cautioned
the vote. According to that it will recommend
the notice, the parlia- ~his disqualification from
mentary party’s written ~ the Senate seat if he fails
decision had clearly to justify his actions.
stated that no member The party has
would support the added that if Senator
amendment. PTlargues Abro fails to respond
that Senator Abro disre- within the given
garded this directive timeframe, the PTI chair-
during the Senate ses- man reserves the right
sion. The notice was is- to initiate disciplinary
sued by Barrister Ali action.

Minority Rights Bill 2025

ISLAMABAD (INP): communities’ rights.
The joint sitting of the He added that all
Parliament on Tuesday legitimate proposals
passed the National will be Te-
Commission for Mi- viewed and empha-
nority Rights Bill 2025 sized that no actions
with majority, along will be taken against the
with its amendments, teachings of the Quran
after protest of the op- and Sunnah.

position. He further said

The bill presented that minority commu-
by Law Minister Azam nities are equally valued
Nazir Tarar was op- as other citizens, and
posed by the opposi- no provisions have
tion members over been made that would
clause 35 of the Na- favor Qadianism. The
tional Commission for legal bill for the estab-
Minority Rights Bill lishment of the Minor-
2025. ity Commission was
brought to the joint ses-
sion in line with the
Supreme Court’s di-
rective.

Before enacting
legislation related to
minority rights, a par-
liamentary committee
was formed, including
minority ~members
from both houses. Ac-
cording to Azam Nazir
Tarar, under Pakistan’s
law, Qadianis are not
recognized as Muslims.

The opposition
members also chanted
slogans against the bill,
citing the clause will
benefit the Qadiyanis.

Addressing the
session, Azam Nazir
Tarar stated that the
Constitution of Paki-
stan guarantees the
rights of minorities,
and the purpose of
tablishing the Commis
sion is to ensure the
protectmn of mmonty

Talal cautions KP CM against misusing
state resources to meet Imran Khan

ISLAMABAD action. Referring to the KP chief minister through VPNs.
Referring to the PTI leadership, would notdeploy pub- A day earlier, the
Khyber Talal Chaudhry ac- lic funds for political minister had told re-
Pakhtunkhwa Chief cused the party of en- purposes, warning porters at Parliament
Minister Sohail Afridi's gaging inviolence and that any misuse would House that the gov-
act to meet Pakistan later denying respon- trigger legal action in ernment had no inten-

Tehreek-e-Insaaf sibility, citing the accordance with court tion of imposing
(PTI) founder Imran events of May 9. rulings. governor’s rule in
Khan in Adiala Jail, He said the He further cau- Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,

but the federation was
duty-bound to fulfil its
responsibilities.

He warned KP
Chief Minister Afridi
not to push matters to
that point and urged
him to focus on his
constitutional obliga-
tions rather than politi-
cal rhetoric. Talal
Chaudhry said the fed-
eral government had
made cfforts to in-
clude all stakeholders
in consultations but la-
mented that the KP
chief minister contin-
ued to attack the fed-
eration even on mat-
ters concerning na-
tional security.

Minister of State for
Interior Talal
Chaudhry said no chief
minister or minister
could demand that a
meeting with a pris-
oner be arranged.
Speaking to jour-
nalists in Islamabad,
Talal Chaudhry said
the country was fac-
ing a serious terrorism
challenge and that
Islamabad and
Rawalpindi remained
under a security alert.
To curb potential
threats, Section 144
had been imposed in
both cities, and he
warned that any vio-
lation would result in

tioned that govern-
ment employees at-
tempting a march on
Islamabad would face
proceedings and that
cases would be filed
against officers par-
ticipating in such dem-
onstrations if state
machinery or police
were used.

Talal Chaudhry
asserted that the on-
going fight against ter-
rorism would soon be
brought to a success-
ful close, adding that
the government was
working on a mecha-
nism to regulate social
media, which he said
militants access

party’s elected repre-
sentatives were also
bound to obey the law
and that enforcement
of Section 144 would
be carried out without
discrimination if vio-
lated.

Talal added that
the Peshawar High
Court (PHC) had ex-
plicitly forbidden the
use of government re-
sources for protests or
political mobilisation,
yet those repeatedly
travelling to Islamabad
and Rawalpindi were
utilising state re-
sources.

The state minister
expressed hope that

EU announces additional lgaflncog';ll;:gsgi
€3 million aid for Pakistan's gatllarilr;gs in
flood-hit communities Pakhtunkhwa

ISLAMABAD
(INP): The European
Union has announced
an additional €3 million

PESHAWAR (INP): The

by the EU in Septem-
ber, which was utilized
to support healthcare
services, access to

flooding in four de-
cades, resulting in
widespread displace-
ment and destruction.

Peshawar High Court
(PHC) has imposed a
ban on holding unre-
lated political gatherings

in emergency assis- clean drinking water, Homes, livestock, within the premises of
tance for Pakistan’s ~sanitation, and other crops, and personal govemmempand oduce-
flood hit ntial ian belongings  were| tional institutions. This

The EU fresh aid
boost aims to help
communities in
Punjab, where mon-
soon rains triggered
some of the worst
devastation witnessed
in decades.

According to EU
officials, the new fund-
ing will be directed to-
ward flood-stricken
districts that suffered
massive destruction
during this year’s mon-
soon spells.

swept away, leaving
families with little to
rebuild their lives.

EU representa-
tives said the latest aid
package reflects the

facilities for displaced
and vulnerable com-
munities.

This year Pakistan
has faced one of its
most destructive mon-
soon seasons in de-
cades. Official figures
show that nearly 7 mil-
lion people have been
affected nationwide,
with more than 2.9
million forced from
their homes.

Over 1,000 fatali-
ties have been re-
ported, while more
than 200,000 houses
have been damaged
or destroyed. Flood-
waters also ravaged
farmland and crops,
inflicting severe losses
on the agricultural sec-
tor.

decision came in re-
sponse to a petition
claiming that organizing
political gatherings in
government and educa-
tional institutions not
only violates the Consti-
bloc’s commitment to tuu);n but also disrupts
supporting Pakistan in acadernic andoffcial ac-
times ot‘cnsls,_ ities. Justice

“This assistance SwhlbzadaAgndUllahof
is a symbol of our glo- [ the Peshawar High
bal solidarity and will | Court issued a five-page
provide critical relief| written judgment, which
for thousands of af- | clearly states that politi-

fected families.” offi. | <al rallies, processions,
cials stated. and other unrelated

W s new | gatherings will be pro-

ranche ofsupport. the hxbnled within the pre
European Union’s to-
tal humanitarian assis-
tance to Pakistan this
year will surpass
€14.5 million, reinforc-
ing ongoing efforts to
help the country re-
cover from severe

ted di-

=

will be provi ed in the
form of cash support,
enabling  affected
families to immedi-
ately meet their most
urgent needs, including
food, shelter, and es-
sential supplies.

This latest contri-
bution follows the
€1.05 million released

administrative depart-
ments. The judgment
further states that re-
sponsibility for the use
f these institutions lies
the concerned offi-

ials, who are obligated
to prevent their political

EU authorities
ighted that Punjab
experienced its worst

sasters.

ISLAMABAD: Chnlrmnn Senate, Syed Yousaf Raza Gillani Addressing During Joint Session of

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Cllmdte Chdnge and Envlrlmmtmal Coordination, Dr Musadik|

[Malik, met with the Canadian High C: to Pakistan Tarik Ali Khan.

[Parliamet at P

Highway's inspection conducted to
curb traffic violations

them to strictly adhere
to traffic regulations.

Speaking on the
occasion, Commis-
sioner Shah empha-
sized that driving in the
wrong direction was
not only a clear viola-
tion of the law but also
posed serious risks to
precious human lives.

He urged trans-
porters and drivers to
adopt responsible be-
havior by avoiding
overloading and en-
suring strict compli-
ance with designated
traffic lanes to signifi-

ouse.

KOHAT (INP): Com-
missioner, Syed
Moatasim Billah Shah
on Tuesday undertook
adetailed inspection of
the Indus Highway to
curb traffic violations.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Kohat
Rahimullah Mehsud,
SP, Sanober Khan, of-
ficials of the National
Highway Authority,
and traffic police offic-
ers accompanied the
commissioner.

The Primary ob-
jective of the visit was
to review ongoing

cantly reduce road ac-
cidents. The commis-
sioner further directed
the concerned depart-
ments to continue
implementing a com-
prehensive strategy to
improve traffic flow,
curb violations effec-
tively, and safeguard
public safety on the
Indus Highway.

He stressed that
strict enforcement of
traffic laws was the
only way to make
highways safer and
prevent fatal acci-
dents.

measures  against
overloading, wrong-
way driving, and other
dangerous traffic vio-
lations on the busy
highway. Acting on the
commissioner’s spe-
cial directives, imme-
diate action was taken
against several trucks
and vehicles found vio-
lating traffic rules, in-
cluding those carrying
excess loads and trav-
eling against the des-
ignated flow of traffic.

The traffic police
issued challans to the
drivers and warned
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If KP Mandate Is Violated, People Will Take to the Streets: Achakzai Warns

Staff Reporter: deals. face of injustice in-
QUETTA: The L A -\ He further stated vites divine account-
Pashtunkhwa Milli *° that when even then a ability. “We will not
i majority could not be bow before tyranny,”
secured, many opposi- he declared.
tion lawmakers were He warned that if
disqualified through the true mandate of the
court rulings, and their people of Khyber
scats were handed Pakhtunkhwa—home
over to what he called to over forty million
an “artificial govern- citizens—is under-
ment. mined and any attempt

” He questioned is made to impose
how sucha parliament Governor’s Rule, “the
could claim to repre- public will establish
sent the people and re-  their authority on the
marked that raising streets.”
these concerns only Leaders  from
angers the Speaker. PMAP—including

Achakzai said Nawab Ayaz Jogezai,
people had lost faithin -~ Abdul RaufLala, Gen-
the justice system and eral Secretary Abdul
that it was now nec- Rahim Ziaratwal, Pro-
essary to explain to vincial ~ President
the nation the differ- Abdul Qahar Khan—
Achakzai, in his ence between an au- along with PTI Pro-
speech, said that the - @ thentic parliament and vincial  President
Constitution is being agreed rules, how can formed through unfair He claimed that, ivists counting votes trans- a symbolic one. He Dawood Shah Kakar,
treated as a ceremo- an entire country mean: in- in an attempt to engi- mistreated indetention parently, candidates said the Tehreek Advocate Khalid
nial document rather function without con- fluence, wealth, or neer a majority, pres- centres, and eventheir placed far behind in  Tahaffuz-e-Aeen Pa- Chaudhry, and Paki-
than the foundation of *stitutional order?” he manipulated pro- sure and crackdowns dignity was violated. the race were declared kistan had chosen to stan Bar Council
governance. asked. cesses—cannot were carried out Despite this,headded, winners, and some stand firm against op- member Ayaz Khan

“If a small village He maintained change the basic spirit against PTI support- the public still voted were allegedly helped pression because re- Mandokhail also ad-
cannot run without that any parliament of the Constitution. ers; families were tar-  for PTL, but instead of through  financial maining silent in the dressed the gathering.

Quetta Gas Leak EXplOSiOIlS Girls’ Hostel Inaugurated at University of Gwadar

News Desk
. GWADAR- In line with
Leave Three Injured
made by Chief Minister
. . Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz
in Separate Incidents
cation of a girls” hostel
for the University of
age ignited inside | Gwadar, MPA Gwadar
another home, injur- | Maulana Hidayat ur
ing a father and his | Rehman Baloch formally
son. inaugurated the newly
Both suffered burn | constructed hostel by
wounds  before | the Government of
neighbours rushed Balochistan. The initia-
them to safety. tive is being regarded as
All three injured indi- | @ significant milestone . : ! C ndl W

viduals have been | toward providing safe and supportive aca- Vice Chancellor cation. .

shifted to the burn | and quality accommo- demic environment for Prof. Dr. Abdul Razzaq ~ Addressing the cer-
unit for medical | dation for female stu- local students. ~ Sabir expressed grati- emony, MPA Maulana
treatment. dents. The inauguration tude to the Government Hidayat ur Rehman
According o doctors The availability of ceremony was attended of Balochistan—par- Baloch appreciated the
o O otors: | the girls’ hostel is par- by Vice Chancellor Prof. - ticularly Chief Minister ~ provincial government's
their condition is | e, jyrly beneficial for Dr. Abdul Razzaq Sabir, Mir Sarfaraz Bu efforts, stating that such
stable and out of | ¢\ qens arriving from Registrar Daulat Khan, ~stating that facilities facilities are essential for

Awami Party
(PMAP) held a large
public meeting at
Ayub Stadium, Quetta,
to mark the 52nd
death anniversary of
Khan Abdul Samad
Khan Achakzai. Party
chairman and head of
the Tehreck Tahaffuz-
e-Aeen  Pakistan,
Mahmood Khan
Achakzai, along with
various political and
social leaders, ad-
dressed the partici-
pants and honoured
the democratic and
constitutional struggle
f martyred
leader.
Mahmood Khan

Qaseem Shah:
QUETTA: Three
people were injured
in two separate gas
leakage explosions
in Quetta, highlight-
ing growing safety
concerns as tem-
peratures drop and
gas pressure fluctu-
ates across the city.
The first blast oc-
curred on Abdul
Khalig Road in
Nawan Killi when a
gas cylinder report-

edly leaked and trig- danger. remote areas outside Dean Faculty of Social such as the girls® hostel ~the
gered a powerful Authorities have once | G jar whopursue their - Sciences Prof. Dr. Jan  strengthen the advancement of
explosion inside a again urged citizens | ¢qycation at the Univer- Muhammad, Controller university’s develop- women’s education. He
house. The resulting to check gas lines, | gty of Gwadar. of Examinations Dr. mentandsupport female ~expressed hope that the
fire left one resident heaters, and cylin- |~ The facility will not Raheem Mehr, Principal = students in their aca- newly inaugurated hos-
with burn injuries. ders regularly to only resolve accommo- Gwadar College Naseer ~demic journey. tel would bring conve-
Inasecond incident at avoid similar acci- | dation issues for out-of-  Ahmed, university offic- He termed the ini- nience, encouragement,
Alamo Police dents during the | town students but also ers, and other distin- tiative a major step for- and positive opportuni-
Colony, a gas leak- winter season. help create a positive guished guests. ward in promoting edu- ties for female students.

Sweet Aid Event Held to Support Orphan and
Needy Children in Quetta e

aniznadzoicw. Bid Gacwrity 2%

QUE']"II?XS];):SIE Falah and Time limit } Morehs for aach work
: Dar-ul-Falal e T it
Islamiya Quetta, in col- Y ﬁﬁ?

e

laboration with
UITEMS Law City
Campus, organized an
event titled “Sweet Aid™
for orphaned, under-
privileged, and destitute
children. The purpose of
the event was to raise
funds and to create
awareness among stu-
dents and the public
about supporting vul-
nerable children.
Speaking at the cer-
emony, Principal Dar-ul-
Falah Islamiya Sohail
Ahmed said that the in-
stitution has been serv-
ing for nearly a century
and currently accommo-
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dates 77 children from ~come forward and play on various projects to their efforts in this re- phasized that it is  On this occasion, | | ™ fEtE e FenERmE
various districts of the their role in ensuring a provide support for or- gard. everyone’s responsi students set up various | | 1z garof|ges i

province, He added that ~better life for orphancd ~phaned and underprivi- ~ Director BUITEMS ity o look after those stals to raise funds for

the institute is provid- and needy children.  leged children in LawDr.Asifsaidthatthe around them and sup- orphaned and needy

ing the best care, educa- UNICEF Program Balochistan. He stressed  purpose of the event was  port underprivileged children, where partici
tion, and health facilities  Coordinator Muzammil ~ that the provincial gov- to instill a spirit of help- ~children so they can be- pants purchased items
tothese children. He ap- Ahmed Panezai stated emment and other insti- ing others among uni- come respectable mem- and also contributed
pealed to the public to that UNICEF is working tutions should enhance versity students. He em-  bers of society. donations.

Balochlstan Reviews 63-Acre Urban Forest Project on Sariab Road

The bidkeg &
Bidding stk
et okt m-

puthstendin Nerws o
odsetont of anouskng R

M. Placs ol fesasnoe, susession, gunes :mo:mlq
L =4 3 Z A8 Adérass:  Office of the Assistant Director Lecal
meeting, the Chief Sec- the project includes number of trees absorbs panied by the develop- Secretary Forests Abdul | | feyamisest Dera Bugs Tems & Candtor: Unds ki
QUETT: f retary stated that the planting thousands of carbon dioxide, contrib- ment of residential and Fattah Bhangar, Secre- ]
tary Balochistan, government has an- ftrees, integratingnatural ~ uting to the reduction of commercial zones, in- tary Urban Planning &
Shakeel Qadir Khan, pre- nounced a major Urban  vegetation with urban greenhouse gases. cluding a hospital, Development Ishaq
sided over a high-level Forest Project on Sariab  infrastructure, which will He directed that school, parking facili- Jamali, Secretary Public
meeting regarding the Road, spanning 63 acres help reduce pollution trees should also be tics, and a mall, which Health Engineering
establishment of an ur- ~ of land. He said the pur- and moderate tempera- planted along the main will also serve as a Hashim Ghilzai, Secre-
ban forest, in which vari- pose of this green initia- ~tures during the summer road to enhance the source of revenue for tary Environment Ali
ous proposed projects five is to improve the season. The Chief Sec- overall environmental the government. Akbar Baloch, Commis-
aimed at promoting ur- urban ecological system retary emphasized that ~effect. During the brief- The meeting was sioner Quetta Shahzeb
ban greenery were re- and provide residents urban forests also posi- ing. officials informed ~attended by Additional Kakar, and QDA Direc-
viewed in detail. with accessible green tively impact carbon the meeting that the ur- Chief Secretary (Devel- tor General Aurangzeb
Addressing the spaces. He added that credits, as the increased ban forest will be accom- opment) Zahid Saleem, Kasi.
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Pakistan’s fintech bet pays off in a new era for South Asian finance

NEWS
"Pakistan
undoubtedly a rising

DESK: recovering investment
pipeline and early

moves indigital assets,

star in digital assets, a  space  where
even if this is still a regional peers remain
“honeymoon phase” cautious.

for the South Asian
country in
notoriously volatile
fintech segment. How
Pakistan responds to
its first major crypto pressures derailed
shock will ultimately investor confidence. In
reveal the depth of its 2023,
commitment." rising interest
This is what rates and a global
Forbes has reported retreat from high-
on Pakistan’s current growth tech pushed
fintech landscape. investment down to
Fintech’s centre of USS$12.5m.
gravity in South Asia The rebound has
may finally be shifting, been strong. Funding
and  Pakistan is doubled to US$26.3m

Funding climbed
from US$10.4 million
in2019 toUS$150m in
2022 before global
macroeconomic

®

emerging as the in 2024 and reached

region’s unexpected US$52.5m in the first

powerhouse.  For half of 2025. By late

years, India’s November,

dominance kept Pakistan’s fintech

neighbouring fintech ecosystem had

ccosystems in its secured US$391m in

shadow. total venture capital collaborate with them.
Pakistan, andincluded close to Regulation has

Bangladesh and Nepal 450 companies. evolved alongside

lagged behind, The standout deal investment.

adopting digital finance  of 2025 was Haball’s The  Pakistan

slowly and attracting US$52m pre-Series A Startup  Fund is

limited investor round. Meezan Bank, offering equity-free

interest. the country’s largest grants to attract

Islamic lender,
provided US$47m, a
sign that traditional
banks are no longer
resisting digital
entrants and are
instead choosing to

Over the past
three years, that map
has begun to change.
Pakistan is
accelerating the
fastest, supported by
regulatory backing, a

venture capital, while
the State Bank has
introduced a full digital
bank licensing
framework.  Five
digital banks, including
Easypaisa an

NTYS O

s —
Mashreq Bank, began

pilot operations in early
2025. These measures
aim to lift adult
financial inclusion
from 64% in 2023 to
75% by 2028.

As SBP Governor
Jameel Ahmad said in
March 2024,

“When  more
people have access to
financial services, it
creates a broad base
of savers

and entrepreneurs...
especially in countries
like Pakistan where
the informal economy
remains widespread.”
Pakistan is positioning
financial inclusion not
simply as social
welfare but as a way
to formalise the
economy and support
long-term growth.

Pakistan is also
muvmg ahead of its

passive tolerance to
structured oversight.

Pakistan is
emerging as the most
assertive  fintech
player in South Asia.
Unlike Bangladesh
and Nepal, both of
which have outlawed
cryptocurrencies,
Pakistan avoided a
blanket ban and is now
moving toward a
formal virtual asset
framework.

The shift from a
regulatory greyzone to
structured oversight
marks a  major
strategic turn.

Bangladesh and
Nepal offer a sharp
contrast. n
Bangladesh, between
40% and 50% of the
population remains
unbanked and the
government aims for

5% digital
transactions by 2027,
yet crypto remains
banned.

Nepal’s fintech
market is smaller, with
mobile banking
penetration at 73%
and digital wallets at
64%, and it also
maintains a strict
prohibition on crypto
activity.

Pakistan,
meanwhile, is gaining
influence in global

Bilal Bin Saqib, Chief
Advisor tothe Finance
Minister for the
Pakistan Crypto
Council, has joined the
World ~ Economic
Forum’s  Steering
Committee on Digital
Asset Regulations.
Global investors are
responding.
Andreessen Horowitz
recently led a
USS$12.9m round for
ZAR, a Pakistani
startup developing a
dollar-backed
stablecoin designed for
mass use through retail
agents and kiosks.
Pakistan is the
only market in the
region pairing a
funding revival with
regulatory agility and
openness to digital
assets. This
combination gives it a
head start in shaping
the next phase of
South Asia’s fintech

assets. Bangladesh
and Nepal have
declared
cryptocurrencies
illegal, while Pakistan
has  avoided a
complete ban. In
earlier years this
created a regulatory
grey zone, but the
situation is  now
shifting. Work on a
formal virtual asset
framework has begun,
amove from

Asia’s
fintech landscape is no
longer defined by India
alone. Pakistan has
become the most
assertive  player,
combining a funding
rebound, strong bank—
fintech partnerships, a
digital bank rollout and
a growing role in
global digital asset

in digital

crypto governance. governance.
Y

PSX ends lower as widening
trade deficit dents sentiment

NEWS DESK: The Pa-  KSE-100 had slipped to
kistan Stock Exchange 167,642.28, down419.92
(PSX) witnessed a points or 0.25%.
choppy session on The index also hit
Tuesday, with the an intra-day low of
benchmark KSE-100 in- 167,445.93, reflecting
dex strugglingtosustain ~ persistent nervousness
early gains amid re- and reactive trading
newed macroeconomic behaviour.
concerns. Investor sentiment
The market opened weakened further after
on a positive note, fresh data showed
briefly touching the Pakistan’s trade deficit
day's highat 169,289.20, widening to$2.9 billion
but momentum fizzled in November 2025, a de-
out as the session pro- velopment that weighed
gressed. Profit-takingin heavily on confidence
the final hours pushed and encouraged inves-
theindex intothered.  tors to lock in gains
By the close, the rather than extend expo-

sure. With external sec-
tor pressures building,
market participants re-
mained cautious
throughout the day.

In its post-market
note, KTrade Securities
said the PSX saw profit-
taking in the second half
after a strong recent
rally, dragging the index
lower by 419 points (-
0.25%) to close at
167,642. Pressure came
from Fauji Fertiliser, Hub
Power, Pakistan Petro-
leum, Engro Corpora-
tion, Systems Limited
and Oil & Gas Develop-
‘ment Company.

Pilesbliennibitin
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Kremlin says decline in India’s imports
of Russian oil may be temporary

NEWS DESK:
India’s imports of Rus-
sian oil may decline for
only “a brief period”
as Moscow plans to
boost supplies, using
sophisticated technol-
ogy to avert the im-
pact of Western sanc-
tions, Kremlin spokes-
person Dmitry Peskov
said on Tuesday.

His remarks came
ahead of President
Vladimir Putin’s two-
day visit to New Delhi
from Thursday, look-
ing to restore defence
and energy ties as In-
dia is set to trim its
Russian oil purchases
this month to at least
a three-year low.

Russia’s top buyer
of seaborne oil, India
has cut crude imports
from Moscow under
pressure from West-
ern sanctions, particu-
larly by Washington,
on Moscow’s top oil
producers  Rosneft
and Lukoil.

“There can be, for
a very brief period of
time, insignificant de-
creases in the volume
of oil trade,” Peskov

told Indian journalists,
in response to a ques-
tion about the impact
of sanctions.
Working to build
the necessary environ-
ment for buyers
Russia is the top
oil supplier to India,
the world’s third big-
gest oil importer and
consumer. Moscow is
working to build the
“necessary environ-
ment” for buyers who
seek its oil, Peskov

sanctions continue.”

Trade between
Russia and India
should be secured
from pressure from
third countries, he said,
adding that payment
methods would fea-
ture in the leaders’
talks. Activities of In-
dian refiners

Indian refiners,
such as Mangalore
Refinery and Petro-
chemicals Ltd,
Hindustan Petroleum

said, speaking by
video link organised by
Russia’s Sputnik news
agency.

“We have deep
experience in per-
forming under regime
of these illegal sanc-
tions,” Peskov added.

“We have our
own technologies in
doing that. We will
continue to make
those technologies
more sophisticated
should this practice of

Corp and HPCL-
Mittal Energy Ltd,
have stopped buying
Russian oil.

State-run Indian
Oil Corp has placed
orders to buy Russian
oil from non-sanc-
tioned entities, while
Bharat  Petroleum
Corp is inan advanced
stage of negotiations
for Russian oil imports.

Russia-backed In-
dian refiner Nayara
Energy, partly owned
by Rosneft, 1s exclu-
sively processing Rus-
sian oil after other sup-
pliers pulled back, fol-
lowing Britishand EU
sanctions.

Russia wants In-
dia to continue to pro-
vide support to
Nayara to boost its lo-
cal sale and capacity
use. Reliance Indus-
tries Ltd, formerly
Russia’s top Indian cli-
ent, has said it loaded
Russian oil cargoes
“precommitted” by
October 22, and will
process any arriving
after November 20 at
its refinery geared to
domestic supply.

LPG pnces raised by

NEWS DESK: The
Oil and Gas Regula-
tory Authority (Ogra)
on Mon-day notified a
3.7 per cent increase
in the price of Lique-
fied Petroleum Gas
(LPG), pushing up the
11.8-kg domestic cyl-
inder by Rs87.21 for
December to pass on
the impact of higher
global market prices to
consumers.

Ina nollﬁcauon,
Ogra set the maxi-
mum sale price of
LPG at Rs209 per kg
for December instead
of Rs201.6 per kg in
November, up Rs7.4
per kg. LPG price at
the retail stage is gen-
erally on the higher
side of Rs300 per kg
in different parts of
the country due to
weak enforcement.

For example, the
so-called poor’s fuel
price in the twin cities
— Rawalpindi and
Islamabad — ranged
between Rs300 and
Rs315 per kg, almost
50pc higher than the
maximum price set by
the regulator.

As such, the con-

sumer end price of
11.8kg domestic cylin-
der was set at
Rs2,466.10 for the cur-
rent month against
Rs2,378.90 last
month. On the other
hand, the price of a
commercial cylinder
(45.4kg) was in-
creased by Rs336 to
Rs9,488.6 for Decem-
ber against Rs9,152.6
in November.

As per Ogra cal-
culation, the producer
price of LPG (propane
40pc and butane 60pc)
has been determined

at Rs137,442.82 per
tonne for December
against Rs131,178 in
November. The new
price included excise
duty of Rs85 per
tonne.

With the addition
of Rs4,669 per tonne
of petroleum levy and
18pc general sales tax
of Rs25,580, the
maximum producer
price was worked out
at Rs167,691.40 for
December against
Rs160,300 last month.
The maximum pro-
ducer price for a do-

mestic cylinder of
11.8kg was thus cal-
culated at Rs1,978.76
for the ongoing month
against Rs1,891.55
last month.

For  consumer
price, another
Rs35,000 per tonne of
marketing (Rs17,000),
distribution (Rs10,000)
and transportation
(Rs8,000) margin was
added to the maximum
producer price, be-
sides an additional
18pc GST (Rs6300
per tonne on this mar-
gin). Thus, the

4pc

consumer’s maximum
LPG price was fixed
at Rs208,991.40 per
tonne (Rs2,466.10 per
cylinder of 11.8kg) for
December  against
Rs201,600.43 per
tonne or Rs2,378.89
per 11.8kg of domes-
tic cylinder in Novem-
ber. The new prices
would remain in the
field until Dec 31.

Ogra explained
that the LPG producer
price was linked to the
Saudi Aramco-CP and
the US dollar ex-
change rate under the
legal and regulatory
arrangement put in
place by the federal
government.

It said the Saudi
Aramco-CP price in-
creased by 4.93pc
when compared to the
previous month, while
the average dollar ex-
change rate de-
creased by 0.15pc, re-
sulting in an increase
in the LPG consumer
price by Rs87.21 per
11.8kg cylinder
(3.66pc). The per kg
increase in LPG con-
sumer price amounted
to Rs7.39, it said.

Pakistan advances green tax-
onomy, climate disclosures in talks
with global accounting body

NEWS DESK:Federal digital assets and promoting international
Mmmer for Finance emerging technologies, - standards, and advanc-
where new ing transparency and

on Monday said cli-
mate change was an
urgent economic real-
ity for Pakistan, reaf-
firming the
government's commit-
ment to advancing sus-
tainable finance, green
taxonomy, and climate-
aligned  disclosure
frameworks.

Stressing the need
to support SMEs in
formalising their finan-
cial reporting prac-
tices, he highlighted
Pakistan's proactive
regulatory direction in

frameworks are being trust in financial report-
established to bring in-  ing.

novation into the for-
mal, transparent, and
compliant economy.
The finance minister
made these observa-
tions while talking to a
delegation led by Inter-
national Federation of
Accountants (IFAC)
President Jean
Bouquot.

Aurangzeb appre-
ciated the global role
played by IFAC in
strengthening the ac-
counting profession,

He noted that
Pakistan's sustainability
agenda, climate fi-
nance commitments,
and green economic ini-
tiatives align with the is-
sues raised by the IFAC
president. He referred
to Pakistan's acute ex-
posure to climate
shocks, highlighting
that recent flooding
alone was feared to
shave halfa percentage
point from G
growth.
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Australia opener Khawaja out of second Ashes Test with injury’

NEWS DESK: Australia
opening  batsman
Usman Khawaja was on
Tuesday ruled out of the
second Ashes Test
against England with the
back injury he suffered
during the Perth opener.

The veteran had
back spasms and failed
to open in the first Test
victory.

He was replaced for
the second innings by
Travis Head, who
blasted a match-winning
century.

Itleaves Khawaja’s
international future in
doubt. He turns 39 later
this month and has been
under pressure after a
lean run of form with the

at.
“Khawaja will re-
main with the team to
continue his rehabilita-
tion. He has not been re-
placed in the squad,”
said Cricket Australia
ahead of Thursday’s
day-night encounter at
Brisbane’s Gabba.
Khawaja batted for
30 minutes in the prac-
tice nets on Tuesday
evening but the left-
hander appeared to be in
discomfort. off 83 balls at Perth took
Head will be Australia to an eight-

favourite to be deployed
as makeshift opener in
Khawaja’s absence.

He opens in white-
ball cricket and said he

would be happy to face
the Test new ball again
after his whirlwind 123

wicket victory.

Head does move
up, seaming all-rounder
Beau Webster is likely to
come in at number six,

the nets, but he must
have thought in himself
that he wasn’t ready to

England-born Josh
Inglis is another in the
mix to come in, and
Boland said: “I think the
best thing about our
team over the last few
years is when someone
has come out, either due
to form or an injury,
someone’s  always
stood up and done their
job. * Meanwhile, off-
spinner Will Jacks has
replaced the injured
Mark Wood in the En-
gland side for the second
Test.

Tacks will play his
first Test for three years
in the only change as
England dispensed with
the all-pace attack used
in the first Test defeat in
Perth. The 27-year-old
got the nod ahead of
Shoaib Bashir for the
match to add more depth
to the England batting.

All-rounder Jacks
has played in two previ-
ous Tests and claimed a
five-wicket haul on de-
but against Pakistan in
2022. He has mainly been
used by England in
white-ball cricket.

with Cameron Green oc-
cupying Head’s usual
fifth slot in the batting
order. Paceman Scott
Boland had sympathy

for Khawaja. “It’s hard
because he’s put in a lot
of work since the last
game just trying to get
his body right but he

hasn’t come up, unfor-
tunately,” Boland told re-
porters.

“I thought he
looked pretty good in

PCB names Pakistan squad for ACC
U19 Asia Cup in Dubai this month

NEWS DESK:
Farhan_Yousuf was
named Pakistan’s skip-
per for the upcoming
ACCUI19 Asia Cup with
Usman Khan his deputy,
the Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) announced
on Tuesday.

The S0-over, cight-
team tournament will be
held in Dubai from De-
cember 12-21. Pakistan
are in Group ‘A’ along-
side India, Qualifier 1
and Qualifier 3, while
Group *B’compriscs Af-
ghanistan, Bangladesh,
Qualifier2 and Sri Lanka.
The tournament will pro-
vide Pakistan side with
preparations ahcad of
the ICC U19 World Cup,
which is set to be co-
hosted by Zimbabwe
and Namibia from Janu-
ary 15 to February 6
2026, the national board
said. At the last edition,

while the final will take
place on Dec21. Farhan,
who played for Pakistan
in last year’s edition, re-
cently ied Lahore Region
Whites in the National
Men’s U19 Cup, scoring
369 runs from seven
matches.

Pakistan advanced to the
semi-final before being
knocked out by
Bangladesh. Pakistan
will open their campaign
on Dec 12 against Quali-
fier 3 at The Sevens Sta-
diumin Dubai. Their sec-
ond group match is

against India on Dec 14
at the ICC Academy
Ground in Dubai, while
their final group fixture
is against Qualifier 1 on
Dec 16 at the same
venue.

The semi-finals will
be played tjree days later

PSL to look for potential owners for new
franchises in London Roadshow

NEWS DESK: The Pa- mercial ecosystem and tion reports for the two
Kistan Super League will the strategic vision driv- new teams were re-
look for potential fran- ing its next phase of ceived bythe PCB by in-
chise owners in a erowth. dependent auditors.
Roadshow at Lords in The two new teams eanwhile, barring
London on December 7, will be named from Multan Sultans, the cur-
it announced on Tues- among Hyderabad, rent owners of the exist-

Ipindi, Fai ing five franchises have
renewed their owner-
ship agreements with the
PCB for the next 10
years.

teams, it has already re-

ceived significant inter-
est from potential own-
ership groups across the
United Kingdom.

London
Roadshow aims to build
on this
offering investors and
cricket lovers an
immersive introduction
to the league, its com-

)

Gilgit, Muzaffarabad and
Sialkot, the PCB had
said earlier. The list was
finalised after the valua-

> The league is set to
expand from six to eight
teams from it’s next edi-
tion with an auction to
determine the owners of
the two new sides.
“The HBL PSL
Roadshow is expected
to draw a diverse audi-
ence of business lead-
ers, potential franchise
owners and cricket sup-
porters eager to engage
with one of the sport’s
‘most dynamic and fast-
growing leagues,” the
Pakistan Cricket Board
said.
“As the league pre-
pares for expansion with
the addition of two new

Australia’s Glenn Maxwell
rules himself out
of IPL 2026 auctions

NEWS DESK: Aus-
tralia all-rounder Glenn
Maxwell on Tuesday
ruled himself out of
this month’s Indian
Premier League
(IPL) auction to all but
end a 13-year journey
in the lucrative T20
tournament.

The 37-year-old
joined Punjab Kings
for $467,000 ahead of
the previous edition
but disappointed with
48 runs and four
wickets in seven
matches, before a fin-

the IPL I've decided to play with world-
nottoputmynameinto class teammates, rep- 45 players to put
the auction this year,” resent incredible fran- themselves up for a
Maxwell wrote on so- chises and perform in maximum reserve
cial media. front of fans whose price of $222,620 in
“It’s a big call and passlon is unmatched. the auction.
one I make with a lot “The memories, The  business
of gratitude for every- the challenges, and the value of the world’s
thing this league has energy of India will richest cricket tourna-
given me.” stay with me forever.” ment was estimated at
An  attacking “Thank you for all - $18.5 billion, according
batsman and handy your support over the to US investment
spinner, Maxwell years, hopefully see bank Houlihan Lokey.
scored 2,819 runs at you soon,” he added. Maxwell be-
an average of 23.88 Top cricketers comes the latest inter-
and took 41 wickets in from around the globe national player to with-
141 TIPL matches participate in the IPL draw from the IPL af-
since 2012. Maxwell with deals worth mil- ter South Africa’s Faf
ger injury. won the IPL in 2013 lions up for grabsinthe du Plessis announced
The auction for with Mumbai Indians. auctions. he will take part in
the 2026 edition is “The IPL has Australia’s next year’s Pakistan
scheduled for Decem-  helped shape me as a  Cameron Green, Liam  Super League (PSL)
ber 16 in Abu Dhabi. crickclcr andas aper- Livingstone of En- scason after bringing
“After many un- son,” said Maxwell.  gland and Sri Lankan the curtain down on his
forgettable seasons in “I’ve been lucky spinner ~ Wanindu IPL career.

Hasaranga are among

African players in Europe°
Burkina Faso stars on target

NEWS DESK:Burkina
Faso strikers Dango
Ouattara and Bertrand
Traore scored to help
Brentford and
Sunderland win in the
Premier League at the
weekend. Ouattara
struck in added time to
seal a 3-1 victory for
Brentford over Burnley
while Traore equalised
as Sunderland came
from two goals behind to
edge Bournemouth 3-2.

Traore and Ouattara
are set to spearhead the
Burkina Faso attack in
the Africa Cup of Na-
tions in Morocco this
month. The Stallions are
in Group D with Algeria,
Equatorial Guinea and
Sudan. AFP Sport high-
lights African headline-
‘makers in the major Eu-
ropean leagues:
DANGO OUATTARA
(Brentford)

e made his pres-
ence felt against
Burnley, winning a pen-
alty after being brought
down in the box 10 min-

It took the Morocco
international just seven
minutes to break the
deadlock in favour of the
Cherries when, after
Evanilson's shot from
close range was turned
onto the post by goal-
keeper Robin Roefs, he
followed dup toscore

ENZO BOYOMO
(Osasuna) Cameroon in-
ternational Boyomo
scored a stunning bi-
cycle kick to rescue
Osasuna a point in a 2-2
draw at Mallorca in La
Liga. The 24-year-old
centre-back netted his
first goal of the season
in the 92nd minute after
Lucas Torro whipped in
a tempting cross which
he met in unorthodox
but spectacular fashion.

NICOLAS JACK-
SON (Bayern Munich)

Jackson's  stop-
page-time goal secured
defending Bundesliga
champions Bayern an-
other three points ina 3-
1 home win over St Pauli.
With the clubs drawing

utes from time that led to
Igor Thiago's opening
goal from the spot.
Then, after Burnley'
Zian Flemming scored a
penalty of his own and
Thiago added a second
goal, Ouattara crowned
a frantic finale with an
excellent finish into the
bottom-right corner.
RTRAND
TRAORE (Sunderland)
The Black Cats fell
2-0 behind early on to
Bournemouth before
Traore helped them draw
level at the start of the
second halfwith a pow-
erful shot following
Granit Xhaka's reverse
pass. MOHAMMED
KUDUS (Tottenham
Hotspur) The Ghana
midfielder lashed in a
superb shot just shy of
the hour, but his goal
could nof prevent Spurs
slipping to a 2-1 defeat
by London rivals
Fulham as they suffered
a third consecutive loss.
ADLI

1-1 at the end of regular
time, Luis Diaz put
Bayern ahead. In the
seventh minute of stop-
page time, St Pauli lost
the ball in midfield and
the Senegal interna-
tional latched onto it and
scored with a low shot.
NDREAS
HOUNTOND/I (St Pauli)
Hountondji gave St
Pauli an early lead at
Bayern, scoring after
just six minutes. The
Benin international
outmuscled defender
Min-jae Kim before beat-
ing Manuel Neuer at the
near post. Burnley
loanee Hountondji has
four league goals this
season. UMANA
TOURE (Hoffenheim)
Hoffenheim winger
Toure's goal after just 16
minutes put his side on
track for a 3-0 home win
over Augsburg. With
Hoffenheim's  Tim
Lemperle and
Augsburg's Chrislain
Matsima tussling for a
cross.

(Bournemouth)
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Afghan Amerlcans rally agalnst collective blame

NEWS DESK:
Afg-han Americans
from different

neighbourhoods gath-
ered outside the White
House to urge the US
administration not to
hold an entire commu-
nity responsible for the
actions of a few indi-
viduals.

Amid heightened
scrutiny of Afghan na-
tionals, following re-
ports of alleged in-
volvement in_terror-
ism-related incidents in
the United States, the
Hazara community on
Sunday organised the
rally to press the au-
thorities to take a le-
nient view.

The US Justice
Department announced
on the same day, that
Afghan-born perma-
nent resident Abdullah
Hajizada had been sen-
tenced last week to 15
years in federal prison.
Hajizada, 17 at the time
of his arrest, pleaded
guilty to conspiring to
supply firearms and
ammunition for an
ISIS-inspired plan to

carry out a terrorist at-
tack on election day in
November 2024.

obtained two AK47-
style rifles and 500
rounds of ammunition,
“knowing they would
be used to commit a
violent federal crime,”
the Department of Jus-
tice  said.
completion of his sen-
tence, US authorities
will remove Hajizada to
Afghanistan and termi-
nate his permanent-
resident status.

ter Tomorrow repre-
sentative
Lakanwal
alongside US Special
Operations forces in
CIA-backed
units’

also deport the family

Lakanwal, who shot
two National Guard IS5 = S

soldiers in Washington in Texas for allegedly tions of one person HazaraAmerican Com-  their religious beliefs
one of making terror-related should never beusedto munity. The commu- and ethnic heritage.
stigmatise or punish an nity, which organised
“Criminal respon- entire community, im- Sunday’srally, has long evacuees and immi-

last week,
‘whom later died. A day threats.
carlier, Afghan national
Mohammad Dawood sibility lies with the in- migrant group, or eth- faced targeting in Af-
Alokozay was arrested dividual, and the ac- nic minority,” said the ghanistan because of organisations have spo-

He had allegedly

Upon

Afghans For A Bet-
notes
‘worked
covert
US authorities may

Rahmanullah

rant-rig

Afghan-American

hts

| himself,” VanDiver added:
| said. “The perpetrator blame is not only un-

" ken out against collec- co-director of Afghans

tive blame. For A Better Tomor-
“Regardless of the row, warned against
alleged perpetrator’s “using this tragedy to
nationality, religion, or demonise, criminalise,
legal status,” said Mat-  or target an entire com-
thew Soerens, vice munity.”
president of World Re- He also noted that
lief, “we urge our Lakanwal “worked

| country to recognise alongside US Special

these actions as those Operations forces in
of one person, not to CIA-backed covert
unfairly judge others units that operated
who share the same without oversight and
characteristics.” have a documented his-

Shawn VanDiver, tory of human rights
president of abuses against Afghan
AfghanEvac, said civilians over two de-
many in the Afghan cades.” Also, Evacuate
refugee community Our Allies condemned
are terrified. “People the attack but de-
are acting xenophobic nounced the “alarming

| because of one de- vilification of an entire

ranged man. He community based on
doesn’t represent all the actions of a lone
Afghans. He represents  individual.” The group
“Collective

should face account- just but dangerous. It
ability, but theentire Af- undermines the im-
ghan community must mense sacrifices our
not be punished,” said nation’s Afghan allies
Richard Bennett, UN made — sacrifices that
special rapporteur on cost many their safety,
human rights in Af- homes, loved ones,
ghanistan. and, in too many
Arash Azizzada, cases, their lives.”

Hong Kong leader orders independent
probe into fire that killed 151

NEWS DESK: Hong
Kong’s leader said on
Tuesday an indepen-

jttee would be

ference.

Hong Kong’s chief ex- the Hong Kong authori- vations,
ecutive, told anews con-  ties to transparently in- Labour Department said.
vestigate the causes of The

have the fire ...

established to investi-
gate the cause of the
city’s deadliest fire in
decades, including over-
sight of renovations
blamed for the disaster
that has claimed 151
lives.

Police have arrested
13 people for suspected
‘manslaughter ina crimi-
nal investigation into
last week’s disaster, and
the anti-corruption body
has also arrested 12
people in a probe into
possible graft. It is un-
clear if any of those
people were arrested on
both counts. Authorities
have pointed to sub-
standard plastic mesh
and insulation foam
used during renovation
works at Wang Fuk
Court as fuelling a blaze
that quickly spread to
seven high-rise towers,
home to more than 4,000
people. “In order to
avoid similar tragedies

again, I will set up a
judge-led independent
committee to examine
the reason behind the
cause and rapid spread-
ing (of the fire) and re-
lated issues,” John Lee,

seven burnt-out lowers
finding bodies o

dents in stairwells and ternational said.
on rooftops, trapped as

flames.

and Hong Kong that sis.
any attempts to the

investigated for pos
sible sedition, Lee said:
“I will not tolerate any
crimes,

tional and Human Rights

the reported arrests.

questions,” Amnesty In-

ing the disaster to
With pockets of

public anger simmering, back into the chaos™ of that
some groups have called ﬁow, ‘when massive pro- afulodund ba}r:‘xbbookslcnf- Kistan to Sri Lanka, The
for more transparency democracy protests folding on the buildings
and accoumnbn]gy, amid challenged Bepfing and at the time o the blaze | SPSSial aircraft carrying
warnings from Beijing - triggered a political cri- - did not match fire retar- | 5gitance to Sri Lanka
“We sternly warn dant standards, officials
anti-China overseeing the investi-
politicise the disaster disruptors who attempt gations told a news con-
would be severely pun- to disrupt Hong Kong ference on Monday.
ished. Asked about the through disaster,” the
detention of a student office said in a state- ing on the renovations
from one of the groups,

punished.”

. residents preventing humanitarian
g fire ... raised concerns in Sep- | assistance from being  the special directives of
combed all but twoofthe rather than silencing tember 2024, including | sent to Sri Lanka, where Prime Minister Shehbaz
those who ask legitimate ~ about the potential flam- | severe flooding and Sharif, who had in-
mability of the mesh that | Jandslides triggered by structed the “immediate
nal said, contractors used to | Cyclone Ditwah have mobilisation of national
t  China’s national se-  cover the scaffolding, a | claimed more than 400 resources” to support
they tried to flee the curity office has warned ~ department spokesper- | Jives.
Around 30 individuals against us- son said.

people are still missing, i1 i Tests on several | FO said: “India contin.
plunge Hong Kong samples ofa green mesh | yeq to block humanitar- - Saturday, the Pakistan
wrapped | jan agsistance from Pa- Army and the National

Contractors work-

and fire alarms at the
Residents warned complex were not work-

ing properly, officials
have said.

Thousands of resi-
dents have turned out to
pay tribute to the vic-
tims, who include at
least nine domestic help-
ers from Indonesia and
one from the Philip-
pines. Vigils are also due
to take place this week
in Tokyo, Taipei and
London.

Search moves to
worst affected buildings

remaining
buildings being scoured
for remains are the worst
damaged and the search
may take weeks, authori-
ties have said.

Images shared by
police showed officers
clad in hazmat suits, face
cases. Residents of Wang masks and helmets, in-
Amnesty Interna- k Court were told by specting rooms with

rities last year blackened walls and fur-
Watch have both issued they faced “relatively niture reduced to ashes,
statements criticising low fire risks™ after com-  and wading through wa-
plaining about fire haz- ter used to douse fires
“Now is the time for ards posed by the reno- that raged for days.

The

city’s | eign Office (FO) said on
Tuesday that India was

Tn a post on X, the hour of need.

Pakistan’s humanitarian

continues to face delay
for over 60 hours now than  two

from India.

erlypeople of Sri Lanka.”

High Commission in Sri  to C-130 aircra
Lanka said aircraft were

'Drone strikes on tankers cause jump in
Black Sea shipping costs'

NEWS DESK: The cost
of shipping commodities
through the Black Sea
climbed on Monday af-
ter Ukrainian naval
drones hit two tankers
heading to a Russian
port, with fears of further
attacks driving up war
risk insurance costs, in-
dustry sources said.

The Black Sea is
crucial for the shipment
of grain, oil and oil prod-
ucts. Its waters are
shared by Bulgaria,
Georgia, Romania and
Turkey, as well as Rus-
sia and Ukraine.

War risk rates for a
typical seven-day voy-
age period, which are set
byindividual underwrit-
ers and are based on the
value of the ship, rose to
0.5% for calls to Ukrai-
nian ports from 0.4%
over a week ago, ship-
ping and insurance

ports, which is typically while the;
higher, was quoted at and

week, the
added.

for Russian Black Sea tacked by navy drones strict Russian oil rev-

Tankers attacked ~ Ukraine told Reuters.

The two tankers,

sailing  to ing underwriters’ as- | high.
between 0.65-0.8% ver- Novorossiysk, a major sessment of intent and
sus around 0.6% last RussianBlack Seaoiler- capability", said Munro | traders awaited Presi- loadings had resumed
sources minal, an official at the Anderson, head of op- | dent Trump's moves on via the single point
Security Service of erations at marine war | Venezuela and assessed mooring | (SPM 1), while

risk and insurance spe- | Black Sea terminal dam-  SPM 2 was damaged.
aid "The military action
further supports our
n Monday, the opinion that a peace deal

The Black Sea inci-  cialist Ves: 2 2
‘which were under West- dents point to a cam- part of Pen Underwrit- | in a note to clients.
ern sanctions, were at- paign by Ukraine to re- ing.

1 Protect,

NEWS DESK: Oil prices
held firm in early trading
on Tuesday as market
participants assessed
risks stemming from
Ukrainian drone strikes
on Russian energy sites,
mounting US-Venezuela
tensions and mixed ex-
pectations for US fuel
inventories.

Brent crude futures
rose 7 cents, or 0.1%, to

$59.42 a barrel.

It said that since

Disaster Management
Authority have been
ready for relief opera-
tions in Sri Lanka.
“However, for more
days,
awaiting flight clearance ~ Pakistan’s emergency
relief mission compris-
“The partial flight ing C-130aircraft carry-

ment, “No matter what used these substandard E:Z“{::filgﬂt‘egﬁ‘g Ine ing a fully equipped ur-

and two others who me- methods you use, you materials in hard-to-
dia reported are being will certainly be held ac-  reach areas, effectively
countable and strictly hldmglhemfmm inspec-
tors, ChiefSecretary Eric
Legislative elec- Chan said. Foam insula-
particularly tions due to take place tion used by contractors
crimes that exploit the on Sunday will go ahead also fanned the flames
tragedy that we are fac- as planned, Lee said.
ing now.” He did not
comment on the specific ~offire risks

Sri Lanka during its

ban search and rescue
hours, was operationally team, field hospitals,
impractical: time-bound  highly trained sniffing
for just a few hours and  dogs and nearly 200
without validity for the tonnes of life-saving
return flight, severely ~supplies have remained
hindering this urgentre-  stranded at Noor Khan
liefmission for the broth- - Air Base in Islamabad
due to delaying tactics
A statement issued  deployed by India in
later by the Pakistan granting flight clearance
ft.

“India in a cunning
awaiting clearance to fly move has granted one
and accused India of day diplomatic clear-
blocking the humanitar- ance at 1800 hours, on
ian relicf operation Nov | through its em-

Oil holds steady as markets weigh
Russian strikes, Venezuela tensions

$63.24 a barrel at 0427 Caspian Pipeline Con-
GMT. US West Texas In-  sortium said it had re-
termediate crude gained sumed oil shipments
10 cents, or 0.2%, to from one mooring point
atits Black Sea terminal

Both benchmarks ~ followinga major Ukrai-
advanced more than 1% nian drone attack on
on Monday, while WTI November 29. Russia's
ere empty enue which was "shap- | was near a two-week K

Pakistan says India blocking humanitarian
assistance for cyclone-hit Sri Lanka

NEWS DESK: The For-  through “shenanigans”.
The statement said

bassy in Islamabad. The manocuvres and air-
clearance was valid for space restrictions”
around six hours for raised serious concerns
Pakistan’s assisted emer- about its adherence to
gency andreliefaircraft humanitarian obliga-
todepart, whichwas not ~tions and its comm:
sufficient for an aircraft - ment to regional solidar-
to move back and forth ity in times of tragedy.
to Colombo. “Pakistan hopes

“Earlier, Indian au-  that India will take a r¢
thorities are reportedly sponsible and humas
engaged in deliberate tarian approach by
delaying tactics, repeat- granting immediate air-
edly asking Pakistan to space access with do-
resubmit and re-route able flight operational
flight plans despite al- timeand will refrain from
ready receiving com- politicising a purely hu-
plete documentation. manitarian mission
These  procedural meant for the people of
hurdles appear to cause  Sri Lanka in times of di
further delays, under- tress. “Having, everlas
‘mining timely reliefdeliv- ing bilateral friendship,
ery to a disaster-struck —the humanitarian opera-
néighbour.” The high tion of relief supplies
commission said that by = carries heartfelt solidar-
delaying emergency hu- ity of the Pakistani na-
‘manitarian aid, Indiahad ~ tion with its Sri Lankan
disregarded universally - brothers and sisters. and
accepted norms of hu- underscores powerful
‘manitarian conduct. message that Sri Lanka

“The behaviour is is not alone and Pakistan
callous, politically moti-  will stand by it always,”
vatedand in violation of  the statement said.
established interna- The development
tional humanitarian comesa dayafter diplo-
norms, UN guiding prin- - matic sources told Dawn
ciplesas well as SAARC  that Pakistan had r
humanitarian charter ceived India’s perm:
principles.” The high sion to use its airspace
commission said that for humanitarian aid
India’s “continued use flights to Sri Lanka to
of procedural provide flood relief.

most compllcaled stick-
ing poi;

US envoy Steve
Witkoff is due to brief
the Kremlin on Tuesday.

energy sector
team lead Suvro Sarkar
said, "the only other
emerging factor” for oil
was the noise around
Ven

"thlea full-blown
conflict is unlikely, on-
is highly unlikely any- going events could
time soon and that the destabilise the country
diesel/gasoil markets are  internally and threaten
on the cusp of pulling oil pmducuon and ex-
the complex back up,” ports," he said.
analysts at Ritterbusch us President
and Associates saidina Donald Trump spoke

t with his top advisers to

On the

discuss the pressure

age,” Saxo analys

citing unnamed sources,
"Oil held gains as on Monday said that oil

front, Ukrainian Presi- campaign on Venezuela,
dent Volodymyr  asenior US official said.
Zelenskiy said on Mon-  On Saturday, Trump said
day that Kyiv's priorities the airspace above and
were to maintain sover-  surrounding Venezuela
cigntyand ensure strong ~ should be considered

security guarantees, "closed in its entirety,"
adding that territorial without providing fur-
disputes remained the ther details.




