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Syed Ali Shah, News Desk:

1. Two Years
Without Rainfall

Balochistan is grappling
with a catastrophic drought-
like situation as the province
enters its second consecutive
year without meaningful rain-
fall. What was once a region
known for its seasonal green-
ery and natural water channels
has now turned into an ex-
panding belt of dry, cracked

Communities on the
Brink as Green Lands Turn to Dust

carth.

The prolonged absence of
rain has pushed several districts
into a state of near-emer-

gency.

2. Green Valleys

Becoming Deserts

Areas traditionally known
for orchards, grazing ficlds, and
natural springs are rapidly los-
ing their vegetation cover.

Lands that once sustained
livelihoods are now barren,
raising fears that Balochistan
may be moving towards irre-

versible desertification if im-
mediate action is not taken.
3. Water Levels Plum-

meting Across Districts

Groundwater levels have
dropped to unprecedented
depths.

Many tube wells have
dried up completely, and tradi-
tional karezes are no longer
functional.

Residents say that even
after drilling several hundred
feet, water remains out of
reach.

4. People Forced to
Migrate for Survival

The worsening water cri-
sis has forced hundreds of
families to leave their homes.
Villagers describe the situation
as “life-or-death,”

as they pack their belong-
ings and migrate to nearby
towns in search of drinking wa-
ter.

Many report being misled
with false promises of govern-
ment support, leaving them

Drought:

even more vulnerable.
5. Drinking Water
Scarcity Reaches
Critical Stage

Residents across multiple
districts now face a severe
shortage of potable water.
Water tankers—once an oc-
casional necessity—have be-
come the only source of sur-
vival for many iti

6.Agriculture
on the Verge
of Collapse

Agriculture, which sus-
tains a large portion of rural
Balochistan’s economy, is col-
lapsing under extreme condi-
tions.

Fruit orchards are drying
up, livestock is perishing, and
cultivable land is turning fallow.
Farmers say that without wa-
ter, there is “nothing left to pro-
tect.”

7. Livestock Loss
Threatens Food
Security

Shepherds in drought-hit
areas report losing herds at an
alarming rate.

Water sources have van-
ished, and grazing fields have
shrunk to dust.

The decline inlivestock di-
rectly threatens food supply
chains and the rural economy.

8. Experts
‘Warn of Worsening

Climate Impact

Climate experts caution
that Balochistan may be enter-
ing a long-term dry cycle in-
tensified by global climate
change. Without immediate
measures to recharge ground-
water and conserve existing
resources, the region could
face permanent ecological
damage.

9. Public Anger
Grows Over Lack of
Action

Communities across the
province express frustration
over what they call a slow and
inadequate government re-
sponse.

Residents argue that no
meaningful steps have been
taken to build small dams, regu-
late tube wells, or implement
drought-management policies.

Many accuse authorities
of “waiting for disaster instead
of preventing it.”

10. A Call for
Urgent, Sustainable
Solutions

The situation demands an
urgent and coordinated re-
sponse—construction of small
reservoirs, revival of karezes,

Prices have skyrocketed, cre-
ating a burden on low-income
households.

in rainwater har-

vesting, and introduction of
drought-resistant crops. With-
out sustainable planning.

Children carryig water in the outskirts of

-

Quetta: Photo Muhammad
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Balochistan’s Climate Fund — A
Lifeline Against Growing Disasters

communities, and decp-
ens poverty.

saster manngemem and
environmental gover-
nance, should be a top

Editori:
Balochistan has taken a
historic and timely step
by establishing its first-
ever Climate Fund, a
move that signals the
province’s recognition
of the existential threat
posed by global warm-
ing and climate change.
In his recent meeting
with British High Com-
missioner Jane Marriott,

op riority.
Deforestation The provincial
The Climate Fund, government’s commit-
ifimplemented transpar-  ment to reforms in gov-
ently and effectively, ernance, education, and
has the potential to be- healthcare is commend-
come a lifeline for mil- able, but the climate
lions. It can provide the emergency must remain
financial base for disas- at the center ofits devel-
ter preparedness, early opment agenda.
warning systems, refor- Without climate re-
estation, water manage- silience, all other reforms
ment, and community - risk being washed away
resilience projects. by the next flood or
Equally important, itcan crippled by the next
build trust between the ~drought.
government and people Balochistan has
by showing that saved shown leadership by
resources— likethe Rs. creating this Climate
14 billion curtailed from Fund. The next step is to
non-developmental ex- ensure that it does not
penditures —are being  become another
invested in protecting underutilized policy ini-
lives and livelihoods. tiative. Effective moni-
toring, independent
oversight, and commu-
nity involvement will be
key to making it a suc-
cess.

In the face of global
warming, every delay
carries a cost in human
allies, such as the livesand economic sta-
United Kingdom, arces-  bility. The Chief Minis-
sential in bringing tech- ter must now take all
nical expertise, innova-  possible steps to trans-
tive solutions, and fund- late the promise of the
ing support. Training Climate Fund into tan-
local institutions, par- gible protections for the
ticularlyin areas like di- people of Balochistan.

derscored the argency
of mobilizing resources

ties that are growing in
frequency and intensit;
oods In

Bunair
The tragic flash
floods in the Bunair area
of Khyber
Pukhtoonkhwa this
month, which claime
precious human lives,
are a grim reminder of
Pakistan’s extreme vul-
nerability. The province
sits on a fragile ecologi-
cal and seismic zone —
prone not only to floods
but also to recurring
droughts, earthquakes,
and the looming threat
of desertification. Each
disaster further strains
an already fragile infra-
structure, displaces

The Battle Cannot
Be Fought Alone

However, climate
change is not a battle
that Balochistan can
fight alone. Partner-
ships with international

From Classroom to Courtroom:
Navigating the Journey of Young

Advocate Babar Azam
The Reality Check After
Law School

The journey of
young lawyers in Paki-
Stan begins long before
they ever argue a case —
it starts in law school,
filled with excitement,
ambition, and dreams of
serving justice. Students
immerse themselves in
theory, case studies,
moot courts, and re-
search projects, often in-
spired by seminars and
court visits where senior
lawyers present the pro-
fession as a noble and re-
warding path. This ide-
alism fuels their passion
to defend rights and up-
hold the law. However,
the real world often tells
adifferent story. The gap
between classroom
learning and courtroom
realities becomes obvi-
ous when fresh gradu-
ates — particularly first-
generation lawyers —
enter practice. Without
structured guidance,
many struggle to figure
out how to join a cham-
ber, select a legal special-
ization, or decide be-
tween pursuingan LLM,
Bar-at-Law, or directly
entering litigation. While
a fortunate few find
genuine mentors who
involve them in case
preparation and court
appearances, many are
left to navigate the pro-
fession with little to no
support.

Challenges
Faced by Junior
Advocates

Once they begin
practicing, junior advo-
cates in Pakistan en-
counter multiple chal-
lenges that hinder their
growth. In some cham-
bers, instead of being
taught drafting skills, le-

Lawyers in Pakistan

dividuals to leave the
profession altogether,
which is a significant
loss for Pakistan’s legal

gal research, and court
procedure, juniors are
tasked with clerical work
— carrying files, making

Councils should orga-

nize carcer guidance
seminars in universities,
where senior lawyers

photocopies, or rushing ~system. can advise students on
between courtrooms to The Role of chamber selection, ca-
seek adjournments. i reer paths, and skill de-
They might prepare one Mentorship and velopment. Law schools
case but be sent at the  Supportive Seniors  should also offer intern-

last moment to argue Despite these ships in litigation, cor-

another they know noth-
ing about, resulting in
embarrassment before
judges. Even as they
start gainingbasic skills,
they endure long work-
ing hours, heavy
workloads, and little rec-
ognition. Many are not
taken seriously by cli-
ents, court staff, or even
fellow lawyers. Public
criticism from seniors in
front of clients — in-
stead of constructive
private guidance —
damages their confi-
dence and

struggles, there are exem-
plary seniors and judges
who actively support the
professional growth of
young lawyers. Good
imentors involve juniors
in real legal work, allow
them to argue simple ap-
plications, and offer pa-
tient guidance when
takes are made. They
share fees, provide sti-
pends, and help their
juniors build courtroom
confidence step by step.
Some judges also en-
courage young advo-
cates by

porate, and judicial
fields to help students
identify their areas of in-
terest early. Financial
support — such as sti-
pends, books, and uni-
forms — could be
funded through court
cost awards under Sec-
tion 35 of the Civil Pro-
cedure Code. These
measures would case
the financial and profes-
sional burden on junior
lawyers, allowing them
to focus on building
their care

For the legal profes-
sion in Pakistan to
thrive, respect and dig-
nity must be restored for
junior lawyers.

Article 14 of the
Constitution guarantees
the dignity of every citi-
zen, yet many juniors
face disrespect within
their own chambers.
This culture must shift
— seniors should treat

future col-
leagues rather than as-
sistants, while juniors
‘must remain patient, dili-
gent, and committed to
continuous learning.
Giving young lawyers
opportunities to argue
even simple matters can
greatly enhance their
skills and confidence,
preparing them for more
complex cases in the fu-
ture.

Mutual respect and
collaboration between
seniors and juniors can
close the gap between
theory and practice, cre-
ating a legal community
that values mentorship
and professional devel-
opment.

The future of justice
in Pakistan depends on
how well we support
today’s young lawyers.
By bridging the gap from
classroom to courtroom,
we can shape a genera-
tion of confident, com-
petent advocates who
carry forward the values
and integrity of the pro-
fession.

Author’s Bio:

Advocate Babar
Azam Umrani is a young
practicing lawyer in
Balochistan, committed
to advocating for the

their advocacy skills, cedures and giving them

These hurdles, com- space toargue, fostering Respectful and
bined with financial pres- an environment oflearn-  Sustainable
sure and lack of respect,  ing and respect. To ex-

push some talented in. pand such support, Bar  14€gal Culture

p I develop-
ment, mentorship, and
rights of junior lawyers.

Email:

babarazamumrani
(@gmail.com

Israel and Iran Conflict and Its Impact on Middle East Stability

Syed Muhammad
‘Waseem:

Israel and Iran are ex-
changing deadly at-
tacks. Israeli strikes have
hit homes, hospitals, and
aid workers in Tehran.
Tran responded with mis-
sile and drone attacks on
cities like Tel Aviv and
Haifa. Many civilians
have been killed or in-
jured on both sides.

The conflictis draw-
ing global attention.
President Trump left the
G7 early due to the cri-
sis. UK leaders warn
against military action
without approval. Ten-
sions are rising, and the
risk of a wider war is
erowing. Global powers
are urging both sides to
de-escalate.

The violence is
shaking the region’s sta-
bility. Political alliances
are shifting, economies
are under pressure, and
millions fear what comes
next. Behind the strikes
and statements lies a
deeper struggle for mili-
tary power, especially
between Iran and Israel.
From the origins of their
rivalry to current military
actions, regional fallout,
and global reactions, this
article breaks down what
you need to know.

Isracl’s airstrikes tar-
geted missile storage and
launch sites, while also
killing Iranian chicf of
staff Ali Shadmani.

\ .
ings and attacks from Is-
racl. Both nations have
launched cyberattacks
against each other, with
incidents like the

Historical  Stuxnetvirus andstrikes Iran retaliated with
on nuclear sites. Proxy ~missile strikes on Isracl,

Background  wars have continued causing damage in places
The Iran-Isracl con- across Lebanon, Syria, ~like Herzliya, though no
flict history began inten- and Gaza, keeping the ~injuries were reported.
sifyingafter the 1979 Ira-  region in a constant The conflict has led to at

least 224 Iranian and 24
Israeli_casualties, with
countnes like India and

state of unrest.
External powers

have also shaped the

conflict’s course. The

nian Revolution, which
transformed Iran from a
close ally of Isracl into
one of its fiercest oppo-

new Sunni-led govern-
ment has moved away
from Iran. It sees Israel’s
strikes as helpful in re-
ducing Iranian influence.
Iraq is under pressure as
Iran-backed militias grow
more  aggressive.
Lebanon’s Hezbollah
has lost strength and is
avoiding direct involve-
ment, though tensions
remain high.

Jordan and Egypl

their
citizens from Tehran.

Israel’s attacks have
disrupted Iranian energy
infrastructure, including
the South Pars gas field.
The violence has
strengthened support for
Iran’s hardliners, with
global concerns rising
over the ongoing con-

nents. Iran’s support for
armed groups like
Hezbollah and Hamas,
along with Israel’s tar-
geted assassinations
and airstrikes, deepened
the divide. The October
7 Hamas attack and
Israel’s  retaliation
marked a sharp escala-

U.S. strongly supports
Isracl with military aid
and intelligence, while
Iran receives political
backing from Russia and
cconomic support from
China. These global ties
have made the situation
more complex, raising
the stakes and limiting

tion, pushing the conflict  diplomatic solutions. flict.
“‘e‘r‘:)"‘;‘s":: :::’g“ anddan-  Current State Impact on Middle
T Over the years, e Of the Conflict  East Stability
tensions have played The conflict be- Political

out through a timeline of  tween Israel and Iran is Py
provocative events. intensifying, with Isracl Instability

The Israel-ran con-
flict is decply affecting
nearby nations. Syria’s

Iran’s controversial
nuclear program has
drawn repeated warn-

intercepting 30 drones
and multiple ballistic
missiles from Iran.

are
Jordan fears ms&ablhly
and has warned against
anyattacks from its terri-
tory.

Egypt is worried
about its energy supply
and trade routes like the
Suez Canal. Disruptions
could hurt its economy,
which depends heavily
on imports and stable
fuel access. Both nations
aim to avoid being drawn
into the conflict.

As the war drags on,
regional alliances are
shifting. Syria is moving
closer to the West. Iraq
struggles to balance re-
lations with Iran and the

Several carriers sus-
pended flights to Iran,
Irag, and nearby na-
tions. Jordan, Iraq, and
Iran closed their air-
space, halting traffic on
some of the world’s busi-
est air corridors. These
changes hurt tourism
and slow cargo move-
ment across continents.
Conflict-hit coun-
tries like Iran face added
cconomic pressure.
Sanctions, rising infla-
tion, and il infrastruc-
ture damage are worsen-
ing Tehran’s financial
crisis. Iraq and Lebanon
may also suffer due to
cconomic ties with fran
and ongoing instability.
Global inflation mayrise
if this war continues.
Humanitarian
and Social

Consequences
The human toll is
rising fast. Over 220 Ira-
nians, including women
and children, have been
illed.

Israeli casualties
are also growing, Mis-
siles and airstrikes are
displacing families, de-
stroying homes, and
leaving civilians trapped
in unsafe areas.

Anger is spreading
across the region. Anti-
Israel protests have
erupted in Iraq, Leba-
non, and Egypt.

At the same time,
anti-Iran sentiment is

owing in countries like
Jordan and Syria. The
conflict is deepening
political divides and fu-
cling mistrust among
neighboring popula-
tions.

flict. This creates con-
stant fear across the
Middle East.

To prepare, nations
are strengthening mi
(arynes with global pow-
ers. U.S.

Us. Egypt and Jordan
are working to protect
their own security. This
conflict is not just about
two nations—it’s
changing the political
‘map of the Middle East.
Security
and Military
Impact

The Isracl-Iran con-
flict has triggered a re-
gional arms race. Coun-
tries like Saudi Arabia,
UAE, and Egypt are in-
creasing their defense

bases in Jordan and
Iraq are on high alert. At
the same time, Russia
and China are showing
more interest in the re-
gion. The Middle East is
turning into a major zone
of power competition
and possible war.

Economic

spending. Consequences “This rising hostility
They want to up- The conflict has is damaging regional
grade weapons, air de- sent shockwaves unity. People are taking

fenses, and missile sys-
tems, This ise in military
buildup reflects growing

sides based on political
or religious beliefs.
Online hate speech and
propaganda are also in-
creasing. If the conflict
continues, the social
fabric of many Middle
Eastern countries could
unravel even further.
International
Reactions and

Mediation Efforts

through oil markets.
Brent crude spiked by
nearly 7%, reaching
fears of future attacks. ~ $74.60 per barrel. Inves-

. The chances of a tors fear Iran could close
widerwarare alsorising. — the Strait of Hormuza vi-
Iran’s support for militias  tal route for global oil.
and Israel’s direct strikes  Any disruption here
have already pulled could push oil prices
Syria, Iraq, and Lebanon  above $100, hurting both
into tension. producers and consum-

Any miscalculation

or surprise attack could
quickly expand the con-

a

Trade routes and
airlines are also affected.

The United States
strongly backs Israel and
warns Iran of tougher
retaliation. President
Trump stated that future
strikes could be even
more brutal if Tehran
doesn’t step back.
Meanwhile, the EU and
United Nations have
urged both sides to
show restraint and return
to dialogue to avoid a
wider war.

Russia and China
have taken a different
stance.

Both nations criti-
cized Israel’s actions and
called for a peaceful so-
lution.

Russia offered to
host peace talks, while
China emphasized the
need to protect energy
routes and maintain re-
gional stability.

Despite rising ten-
sion, diplomatic efforts
are slowly moving.

UNiis consider-
ing emergencytalks, and
some countries are pro-
posing fresh sanctions
on Iran.

Others are pushing
for a ceasefire and talks
to prevent further blood-
shed and protect civil-
ians on both sides.

Conclusion

The Israel-Iran con-
flict has triggered politi-
cal instability, military
escalation, and eco-
nomic shockwaves.
Neighboring countries
like Syria,

Lebanon, and Iraq
face serious nsks while
oil prices and trade
routes are under pres-
sure.
Civilian lives have
been lost, and public an-
ger is growing. Global
powers are taking sides,
but some are also push-
ing for peace.

This conflict is not
just about two nations,
it affects the whole re-
gion and beyond. With
rising deaths and eco-
nomic damage,

urgent diplomacy is
needed. Only strong re-
gional cooperation and
global mediation can
stop the violence and
bring long-term peace.
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Punjab's Motor Vehicle
Ordinance proposes strict fines,
jail termsPakistan’s population

challenge deepens as growth slows
but numbers keep rising: report

NEWS DESK: mains well above the re-
Pakistan’s population placement level of 2.1,
has crossed an esti- ensuring continued ex-
mated257 millionat mid- pansion through what
year, placing it among demographers describe
the world’s most popu- as population momen-
lous nations even as its tum.

fertility and growth rates
continue to decline, ac-
cording to a report re-
leased by the US Cen-
sus Bureau on Tuesday.

Demographic data-
bases, including projec-
tions by the US Census
Bureau and the United
Nations, show
Pakistan’s population
density at 333 persons
per square kilometre,
underscoring the scale
of pressure on land and
public services.

The data depict a
country facing one of
the most complex popu-
lation transitions in
South Asia — caught
between rapid numerical
expansion and slow hu-
‘man-development gains.

Despite decades of
policy debate, Pakistan
is still adding millions of
people each year. Its an-
nual population growth
rate stands at 1.82 per
cent, lower than in pre-
vious decades but high
enough to keep total
numbers rising steeply
for at least another gen-
eration, the report said,

Itadded that the to-
tal fertility rate (TFR) —
the average number of
births per woman — has
fallen to 3.25, yet re-

Controversial social media posts
case: SC to hear Imaan’s plea on
IHC’s denial of relief tomorrow

NEWS DESK: The the controversial The application also
Supreme Court (SC) tweets case. On De- pleaded that the peti-
will take up on Thurs- cember 1,  the tioners filed a criminal
day (December 11) Islamabad High Court revision before the
the application of law- (IHC) denied the IHC to question the
yer Imaan Zainab couple ad-interim re- trial proceedings in
Mazari-Hazir, seeking liefof staying the trial. view of violations of |
an carly hearingof her  They appealed the due process as pre-
plea for a stay in the IHC order before the scribed under CrPC,
trial of the controver- SC through their particularly the re-
sial social media post counsel, Faisal Siddigi. cording of evidence in
case. In their subse- the absence of the pe-
On December 4, quentapplication from titioners.

Mazari and her hus- December 4, the peti- Headed by Justice
band, Hadi Ali Chatha, tioners pleaded that Muhammad Hashim
were facing trial be- the criminal trial Khan Kakar, a three-
fore the additional ses- against them was at judge SC bench also
sions judge and Peca its concluding stage consisting of Justices
(Prevention of Elec- and therefore, ex- Salahuddin Panwhar
tronic Crimes Act, treme urgency in the and Ishtiaq Ibrahim
2016) special judge in  matter was required. will hear the plea.

toward labour-force age-
ing, pension systems
and productivity.
Bangladesh, often
cited as a demographic
success story, has
pushed fertility down to
around replacement
level despite extreme
land pressure. With a
population ofabout 175—
176m packed into one of
the world’s highest
population densities,
Bangladesh has
achieved sharp declines
in child mortality and
steady gains in life ex-
pectancy, largely
through female educa-
tion, family planning
outreach and primary
healthcare investments.
In contrast, Paki-
stan, with far more land
per person, continues to
lag on several of these
indicators.
Afghanistan, at the
other extreme, remains
trapped in a high-
growth, high-mortality
cycle. Witha population
now estimated at over
44m, fertility remains
above four births per
woman, while child mor-
tality and life expectancy
are among the worst in
the region.
Afghanistan’s de-
‘mographic trajectory re-
sembles Pakistan’s own
profile from several de-
cades ago, reinforcing
how conflict and weak
state institutions delay
demographic transition.

At the same time,

mclal indicators remain

. Life expectancy at
bmh is estimated at 60.5
years, among the lowest
in the region, while the
under-five mortality rate
stands at nearly 65
deaths per 1,000 live
births, reflecting persis-
tent shorlcommgs in
maternal health, child
nutrition, disease pre-
vention and primary
healthcare access, per
the report.

Together, these fig-
ures underline the un-
even nature of
Pakistan’s demographic
transition, in which fam-
ily size is shrinking
faster than improve-
ments in health and lon-
gevity. A regional com-
parison highlights the
scale of Pakistan’s chal-
lenge. India, now the
world’s most populous
country with about 1.46—
1.47 billion people, has
already crossed below
replacement fertility,
with a TFR ofaround 1.9.

While India’s abso-
lute numbers will con-
tinue to rise for several
decades due to its large
youth cohort, its growth
tate is slowing rapidly,
and attention is shifting

Mazari and
Chatha would suffer
irreparable loss, not
only because the
criminal revision appli-
cation would become
infructuous, but be-
cause of the violations
of due process and
principles of fair trial
in the trial proceed-
ings.

“It is obvious and
apparent that this un-
fair trial is leading to a
criminal conviction of|
the petitioners,” the

trial is at its conclud-
ing stage, the balance
of convenience is in
favour of the petition-
ers because the pros-
ecution would not be
prejudiced if the trial is
delayed for two
wecks,” the applica-
tion argued.
However, the
criminal revision appli-
cation filed by the
couple before the IHC
would be rendered un-
necessary, due to the
lack of ad-interim re-

The application
argued that the peti-
tioners have a clear
prima facie case be-
cause the recording of
evidence in their ab-
sence was not only a
violation of Section
353 (evidence to be
taken in presence of
accused) of the Code
of Criminal Procedure
(CrPC), but also their
due process and fair
trial rights under Ar-
ticle 10A of the Con-
stitution.

“As the criminal lief to stay the trial.  application stated.

First Pink Bus Service Launched For Women In

Syed Muhammad
aseem:

QUETTA: In a land-
mark initiative aimed
at empowering
women and moderniz-
ing urban transport, the
first Pink Bus service
dedicated exclusively
for women has been
launched in Quetta.
The inauguration, car-
ried out by Chief Min-
ister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti, marks a major
step towards providing
safe, comfortable, and
dignified public trans-
port for female com-
muters across the city.

Speaking at the
ceremony, Chief Min-
ister Bugti said the
Pink Bus service is a
practical realization of
Chairman Bilawal

Bhutto’s vision for |

women’s empower-
ment.

“Following the
success of women-
focused initiatives
such as Pink Scooties,
the Pink Bus service
now offers women a
reliable and secure
commuting option,” he
stated.

The Pink Bus ser-
vice complements the
ongoing Green Bus
network expansion,
which now connects
Quetta to districts like
Pishin,

Mastung, and

Balochistan, Bugti Inaugurates

foundation of social
progress. Initiatives
such as the Pink Bus
service, scholarship
programs,

and developmen-
tal strategies are prac-
tical steps towards
creating opportunities
for women and ensur-
ing their safety and
dignity in public
spaces.”

The Chief Minis-
ter also warned ex-
tremist elements mis-
leading women, say-

Turbat, enhancing
mobility forall citizens.
Chief Minister Bugti
emphasized that the
government is com-
mitted to delivering
modern, high-quality,
and inclusive transport
solutions while ad-
dressing environmen-
tal challenges through
the future introduction
of electric buses.
Highlighting the
broader vision, Bugti
said, “Women’s em-
powerment is the

ing, “We are opening
doors to education, de-
velopment, and
progress, providing
clear alternatives to
those who spread fear
and violence.”
Authorities ex-
pect that the Pink Bus
service will signifi-
cantly improve com-
muting for women, re-
duce traffic conges-
tion, and promote sus-
tainable urban trans-
port in Quetta. Citi-
zens have welcomed

the launch, calling it a
historic and timely step
in modernizing the
city’s transport system
and promoting
women’s mobility.
‘With the Pink Bus
initiative, Quetta be-
mes one of the first
cities in Balochistan to
introduce a women-
only bus service, re-
flecting the provincial
government’s com-
mitment to inclusive
infrastructure, safety,

PTI announces ‘national conference’ on Dec 20-21 as war
of words with ruling PML-N and its allies continues

NEWS DESK: As mem-
bers from the ruling
PML-N and its allies
continued their tirade
against the PTI on
Wednesday, the opposi-
tion party announced
that it would hold a “na-
tional conference” later
this month, where a “na-
tional agenda™ would be
presented.

The announcement
was made by PTI leader
Asad Qaiser after a meet-
ing ofhis party’s parlia-
mentary group at the
Parliament House.

Speaking to the me-
dia outside Parliament,
he said the conference
was scheduled for De-
cember 20-21.

The announcement
comes amid boiling tem-
peratures and continu-
ing war of words be-
tween the ruling allies
and the opposition. The
tensions have particu-
larly intensified in recent
days after the spokes-
person for the armed
forces held a hard-hit-
ting press conference on
December 6, in response
to Imran’s latest outburst
against the military lead-
ership.

Polluclans from

continued.

various parties have ral-
lied behind the armed
forces since, chastising
the PTL Yesterday, the
Punjab Assembly also
adopted a resolution
calling fora ban on Imran
and his party, terming
them “anti-state™.

Earlier today, Coor-
dinator to the Prime Min-
ister on Information for
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Affairs Ikhtiar Wali
Khan said that “things
have reached a point of
no return”.

Addressing a press
conference, Wali as-
sailed the PTI for its re-

cent actions, warning
the party, “We have tol-
erated you with much
grace and for the sake of
democracy. However,
things have now
reached a point of no re-
turn, no mercy and no
tolerance.”

He went on to say
that anyone supporting
the incarcerated PTI
founder “stood for the
desecration f
Pakistan’s sovereignty,
honour, and develop-
ment”.

“We do not want to
label anyone a traitor or
bana political party,” he
v, > J

However, he
stressed that “given the
current state of affairs, I
ask the people what
[else] can be done”.

Wali alleged that
“PTI, in its four years in
power, had dorie noth-
ing," challenging the
party to “show at least
one university, hospital
or dam” they built.

“It was a blessing
from God that the Cen-
tre, Punjab, Sindh, and
Balochistan have re-
mained safe from the
PTIs dirty politics,” he
remarked, warning that

the government “will
now set KP free as well.”

Later, leaders from
opposition alliance
Tehreek -Tahafuz

Pakistan
(TTAI’), which also in-
cludes the PTI, ad-
dressed a press confer-
ence outside Parliament.

Among them, PTI
Chairman Barrister
Gohar reiterated his
party’s allegations that
their “mandate had been
stolen™ in the last gen-
eral elections.

“We did not stage a
sit-in back then [...] We
sat in Parliament, believ-
ing that our voices will
be heard, and a solution
to our and the people’s
difficulties will be
found,” he said,

adding that there
had been multiple con-
frontations during the
last two years.

But, he continued,

“at some point, common
sense should prevail”.

Seeminglyreferring
to the bar on’ meetings
with incarcerated PTI
founder Imran Khan, he
added: “If you keep par-
ents in jail; [...] how can
the children sit together
with you?

Second Phase of P1nk Scooter
distribution in Karachi announced

NEWS DESK: Sindh Se-
nior Minister Sharjeel
Memon has announced
the launch of phase two
of the electric scooter
(EV scooter) distribu-
tion scheme, marking a
significant step forward.

This initiative is part
of the Sindh
government's broader
plan to enhance eco-
friendly mobility options
and empower women
through better transpor-
tation access.

A meeting chaired
by the Sindh Minister
was attended by Secre-
tary Transport Asad
Zamnin, Managing Direc-
tor Sindh Mass Transit
Authority (SMTA)
Kanwal Nizam Bhutto,
and other relevant offi-
cials. It focused on the
ongoing and upcoming
transport projects in the
province, including dis-
cussions on improving
mobility infrastructure
in Karachi and other cit-
ies.

The first wave of
distribution reportedly
gave about 200 free pink
electric scooters to
women, while the plan,
as approved by the cabi-
net, envisioned distrib-
uting up to 1,000 scoot-
ers to women.

On November 4,
2025, the government
announced the launch
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of the second phase,
signalling that new reg-
istrations will open
soon. The second
phase will provide a
large number of women
with modern, environ-
mentally friendly trans
portation options.

The scooters have
been designed to offera
safer and more acc
sible alternative to tradi-

the city. These buses
are expected to ease the
transponauon burden
on the city's residents
and help reduce pollu-
tion.,

The government
has completed surveys
for four new routes in
Khairpur, Shikarpur, and
Hyderabad, with plans to
make these routes func-
tional within the month.

ma
4, Eaghisty of Biadees: Pr
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He further added
that the government
plans to introduce more
double-decker buses on
the city’s main highways
to alleviate traffic con-
gestion.

Along with these
planned improvements,
Memon emphasised
that the new initiatives,
such as EV buses, EV
scooters, and EV taxi
services, will usher
Karachi and other cities
into a new era of urban
mobility.

tional transportation,
pecially in a city where
traffic congestion and
limited public transport
options often hinder
‘women's mobility.

This initiative also
contributes to the city’s
green transport move-
ment.

In addition to the
Pink Scooters, Memon
also announced that
new electric buses have
arrived in Karachi and
will soon be deployed on
various routes across
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Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) intensifies crackdown against tax evaders

for those who failed to
file their tax returns or
filed incorrect ones.
The FBR chair-
mansaid a Chief Com-
missioner for Enforce-
ment has been ap-
pointed, under whom

ISLAMABAD underway daily.

(INP): The Federal Speaking infor-
Board of Revenue mally to the media in
(FBR) Chairman, Islamabad, he dis-
Rashid Langrial, has cussed in detail the
stated that a vigorous ongoing operations
nationwide crackdown against tax evasion
against tax evaders is and smuggling across

the country.

He revealed that
30 individuals who had
been under-reporting
their income have al-
ready received no-
tices. Complete data
has also been obtained

¢ said strict ac- tolerance for tax evad-
tion will now be taken
across the country
against anyone hold-
ing stocks of untaxed
sugar.

The prime minis-
ter, he noted, has zero

all operations will be
conducted. Daily re-
ports are now being
compiled on actions
taken against tax
evaders.

Rashid Langrial
added that the sugar

industry alone has con-
tributed an additional
Rs 40 billion in sales
tax this year. Previ-
ously, taxed and un-
taxed sugar were be-
ing sold at different
prices in the market.

)
<3

The FBR chair-
man further stated that
firm measures are also
underway to curb the
movement of
smuggled goods.
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ISLAMABAD: Chairian NAB LGen (R) NamAhmm giving shicld to Spesker National.
Sardar during withp during an event marking Internationall
[Anti-Corruption Day, organised by the NAB Tstamabad.Rawalpind at the Sports Complex.

India violating UDHR, 96,480 Kashmiris
killed in IIOJK since Jan 1989

ISLAMABAD (INP): In-
dian illegally occupied
Jammu and Kashmir
continues to reel under
violent and brutal occu-
pation and political i
Justice as the world ob-
serves Human Rights
Day today.

Areport released by
the Research Section of
Kashmir Media Service
on this occasion stated
that while the Universal
Declaration of Human
Rights (UDHR) of De-
cember 10, 1948, was a
milestone, Kashmiri hu-
man rights continue to
be violated with impu-

outs—have been con-
demned by UN Special
Rapporteurs, who warn
that India’s actions vio-
late multiple interna-
tional laws, including
the UDHR, ICCPR, and
Geneva Conventions.
Experts emphasize that
counter-terrorism is be-
ing used as a pretext for
collective punishment,
profiling, demographic
alteration, and suppres-
sion of political dissent.

The report situates
current abuses within a
historical pattern of con-
stitutional manipulation,
beginning with Sheikh

caused mass blindness
and permanent disabili-
ties. Testimonies from
victims and findings by
international organiza-
tions underscore the
brutality of these tactics.

Economic repres-
sion is a core compo-
nent of India’s strategy.
Industrial collapse, de-
struction of homes
zure of 192 properties in
2025 alone, mass termi-
nation of Muslim gov-
ernment employees, and
the shutdown of cross-
LoC trade have deep-
ened economic despera-
tion,

Kashmiris.

An alarming record
of state violence since
1989 shows that 96,480
Kashmiris were killed,
including more than
7,400 custodial deaths.
Over 110,000 homes
were destroyed, 179,759
people arrested, 22,991
women widowed, and
11,269 women molested
or disgraced.

These abuses have
intensified since India’s
2019 revocation of Ar-
ticles 370 and 35A,
which  dismantled
Kashmir’s limited au-
tonomy and facilitated

nity. widespread  demo- Youth unemploy- Abdullah’s dismissal in
Despite India’s for- graphic engineering. ment, among the highest 1953 and culminating in
mal commitmentstoin- Since _then, 1,047 inlndia, hasreached cri- the 2019 revocation of

Kashmiris have been
killed, 32,816 arrested,
and 1,168 structures de-
stroyed.

The report also
highlights the increasing
use of lethal weapons,
including pellet shot-
guns, which have

sis levels, with jobless-
ness among  young
women estimated at

ternational human rights
instruments, every fun-
damental right glaran-
teed under the UDHR—
including life, liberty,
dignity, movement, ex-

pression, property, and
Tair trial_continues to
be denied to millions of

Speakers call for global
pressure on India to end
atrocities in [IOJK

fighting bravely; Kash-
mir is part of our faith
and belief,” they said.

autonomy.

India’s refusal to
allow a UN-mandated
plebiscite, combined
with insistence on bilat-
eralism, has created a
permanent state of de-
nial for Kashmiri self-

crack-
downs—including arbi-
trary arrests, home
demolitions, torture, and
black-

Path to Pakistan’s progress
lies in complete protection,
promotion of human
rights: Hanif Abbasi

ISLAMABAD (INP): financial support initia-

ISLAMABAD (INP):

On International Human
Rights Day, senior lead-

ers and activists con-  Drawing parallels | Eeqeral Minister for Rail-  tives, and expanded em-
vened at a seminar in with Palestine, the semi- | (=5 L H S R es B o e
Islamabad to highlight nar recalled that over | Anpast Wednesday em- Do eitor..

500,000 Kashmiris have
been martyred while
atrocities continue un-
abated. Speakers urged
that the Kashmir issue
must be resolved in ac-
cordance with United
Nations resolutions,
guaranteeing the right
to self-determination for
Kashmiris.

The seminar con-
cluded with a unified call
for youth
sustained international
pressure, globa
solidarity to ensure jus-
tice for the people of
Kashmir, reaffirming
their struggle as a sacred
and legitimate cause.

Speakers included
Farhamllah Babar, Rana
Qasim Noon, Sardar
Usman Atiq,
Muhammad Farooq
Rahmani,  Sardar
Masood Khan, Sheikh
Abdul Matin, Abdul
Hameed Lone, and
Mahmood Shahzad
Khan.

ongoing human rights
violations in Indian ille-
gally occupied Jammu
and Kashmir and to rally
international support for
the Kashmiris” struggle
for freedom.

Speakers at the Pa-
kistan Institute for Par-
liamentary Services
(PIPS) saluted jailed
Kashmiri leaders, includ-
ing APHC chairman
Masarrat Aalam Butt
and Muhammad Yasin
Malik, and described the
situation in_Kashmir
since August 5, 2019, as
acomplete militarization,
likening the territory to
a cantonment.

The speakers high-
lighted the courage and
sacrifices of Kashmiri
youth, noting that chil-
dren in the occupied vz
ley continue to remem-
ber Pakistan’s national
anthem despite facing
violence for expressing
their sentiments. “The
people of the valley are

phasized that the path to
Pakistan’s progress lies
in the complete protec-
tion and promotion of
human rights.

In his message on
International Human
Rights Day, the minister
said the dayreminds so-
ciety to create ease for
one another and adopt
attitudes rooted in jus-
tice and

“The development
of any nation is linked
with the dignity of its
people, adherence to
law, and commitment to
public service,” he
added. Highlighting the
government’s initiatives
for social welfare, Hanif
Abbasi said that the cur-
rent government is un-
dertaking  various
programmes aimed at
improving the socio-
economic well-being of
citizens. He said these
include welfare schemes,

ated that women, per-
sons with disabilities,
and the labour commu-
nity remain top priorities
for the government, as
part of its broader com-
mitment to inclusive de-
velopment.

Hanif Abbasi said
that the principles of
human rights are being
promoted across all na-
tional i
cluding Pakistan Rail-
ways. “Empowering
youth and providing
them with education and
employment opportuni-
ties is a vital component
of advancing human
rights in the country,”
he added.

The minister reaf-
firmed the government’s
resolve tobuild a just, re-
spectful, and people-
centric Pakistan where
every citizen enjoys
equal rights and oppor-
tunities

ISLAMABAD: Federal Mmlster for National Food Securlty & REseerh Rana Tanveer Hussain|

[meets Canadian High C Tarik Ali Khan to discuss enhanced agri cooperation.

Altaf Wani urges world to stop India from its
blatant HR violations in IOK

ISLAMABAD (INP): natory to key interna- ity for its persistent continue to be deprived
The Chairman of the tional humanrights trea- non-compliance. of education and or-
Kashmir Institute of In- _ ties, including the Uni- Urging the world to  phaned.
ternational Relations versal Declaration of fulfill its responsibility On the other hand,
(KIIR), Altaf Hussain HumanRights (UDHR), to uphold the sanctity he pointed out that the
Wani, has reiterated his India is legallyand mor-  of law and human rights, Kashmiri people’s funda-
call to the world commu-  ally bound to respect, he said that it was high mental rights and free-
nity, urging it to stop protect, and fulfill the time for the United Na- doms, including their
India fromiits blatant vio- fundamental rights of tions (UN) and other nghls to freedom of ex-
lations of human rights ~the people under its oc-  global bodies to play an  pression and opinion,
in Indian Illegally Occu-  cupation. active role in stopping the right to protest, and
pied Jammu and Kashmir. By fuilingto uphold  the atrocities being in- peaceful assembly, re-
In his statement is- these commitments and flicted upon Kashmiris main severely curtailed.
sued on the occasion of ~continuingits repressive by the Indian occupa- He said that the In-
Human Rights Day, be- policies in Occupied tion forces. dian government was
ing observed on Decem- Kashmir, India is not Referring to wide- following the Israeli
ber 10, Wednesday, the ~only violating the rights spread human rights model in Kashmir to turn
KIIR chief said that of Kashmiris but also violations in Kashmir, its Muslim majority into
India’s relentless repres-  breaching its interna- Wani said that in the a minority. Wani called
sion of Kashmiris’ fun- tional obligations. Wani ~past 78 years the Indian ~ upon the world commu-
damental political and stressed that the interna- military has killed hun- nity to hold the Indian
human rights consti- tional community must dreds of thousands of government accountable
tutes a grave violation remind India of these innocent people, thou- for the war crimes being
ofthe UDHR. binding commitments sands of women have committed by its forces
He said thatasasig- and ensure accountabil-  been raped, and children  in Kashmir.

China awards Pakistan, China
scholarship grant to strengthen Rescue
KIU University Partnership

ISLAMABAD (INP); ISLAMABAD (INP): sector.

initiative.

The Embassy of the KIU Vice Chancel- | The 9th Pakistan Inter- Held to coincide
People’s Republic of lor Prof. Dr. Attaullah | national Volunteer with the 40th Interna-
China in Pakistan has Shah expressed grati- [ CERTs Challenge 2025 tional Volunteer Day,
awarded a grant of Rs 4 tude to the Chinese am- [ concluded at the this year’s event car-

‘million to Karakoram In-
ternational University
(KIU) under the Ambas-
sadorial Merit-cum-
Need Scholarship initia-
tive, further strengthen-
ing educational coop-
eration between the two
countries.

Gwadar Pro quoting
a statement issued by
KIU, officials from the
Chinese  Embassy
handed over the grant,
which will be used to
support deserving and
talented students at the
university’s main cam-
pus and three sub-cam-
puses.

“The scholarship
aims to empower finan-
cially challenged yet
academically strong stu-
dents in pursuing higher
education,” reads the
statement.

Every year, more
than 100 students from
KIU Gilgit and its affili-
ated campuses receive
scholarships under the
Chinese ambassador’s

bassador and the em-
bassy team, calling the
support a significant
step toward empowering
youth in Gilgit-Baltistan.

“This scholarship
will help produce highly
educated and skilled
graduates who will con-
tribute positively to so-
ciety,” he said.

“This gesture is
highly valuable for the
students, the umvcrmy
and the region.

On Nov. 25, 2025,
KIU awarded scholar-
ship cheques to 95 PhD,
MS and BS students
under the China-Paki-
stan Friendship Merit-
cum-Need Scholarship
Programme.

Since 2022, more
than 500 KIU students
have beneﬁled fmm (he
inese
;Cholar;h)ps. while the
latest assistance will al-
low additional deserv-
ing and meritorious stu-
dents to benefit in the
coming cycle.

Emergency Services
Academy in Lahore,
marking a step for-
ward in international
humanitarian coopera-
tion.

The event featured
an outstanding perfor-
mance by China’s Blue
Sky Rescue Founda-
tion, whose 18-mem-
ber team showcased
exceptional skills while
contributing to a
broader dialogue and
partnership between
the two nations,
Gwadar Pro reported.

Demonstrating re-
markable speed and
precision, the Chinese
team secured third
place overall among the
63 participating teams.

They set a new
competition record for
the fastest
time and achieved a
perfect score in the
medical response mod-
ule, highlighting the
expertise of China’s
civil emergency rescue

ried the theme “Every
Contribution Matters,”
reflecting the spirit of
volunteerism and inter-
national solidarity.

The competition
was designed around
high-fidelity disaster
simulations to test the
integrated response ca-
pabilities of community
emergency teams while
creating a platform for
mutual learning and ex-
change of expertise.

Dr. Rizwan Naseer,
Founder and Director
General of the Emer-
gency Services Acad-
emy and Mr. Zhang
Yong, Founder and
Chief Commander of
Blue Sky Rescue
agreed to enhance bilat-
era cooperation
through continued
training programs. A
Memorandum of Un-
derstanding was also
signed to lay the foun-
dation for continued
humanitarian collabo-
ration.

.4 =
Y DERABAD: DIG Targi Razak
range at police facilitation centro on Autobahn Road .

China sends 1,000 winter blankets to flood-hit
families in Narowal

ing amongst you today damaged, adding that
are a gift from the the seeds were pro-
people of China for cured through private

fered severe monsoon
flooding in 2025, with
lhe National Disaster

ISLAMABAD, Dec
10 (INP); Professor
Ahsan Igbal, Minister

for Planning, Develop- those whose blankets and indi- Author-
ment and Special Ini- and other belongings vidual donors rather ity reporting heavy
tiatives, distributed were damaged in the than  government losses across Punjab,
1,000 winter blankets flood, so they can pro- funds. including Narowal,

“This is not from
the government,” he
underlined, saying
many farmers lacked
resources to Sow
wheat this scason.

At the event,
women wrapped in
winter shawls queued
to receive the “We
Care” branded blan-
kets, while officials
and community elders

tect themselves from
the cold,” he told vil-
lagers.

Igbal thanked
China for its continued
assistance. “When-
ever some tough time
comes on Pakistan,
Chinese people al-
ways consider the
grief of Pakistan their
own,” he said. “We
are proud of our

donated by China
among flood-affected
villagers in Narowal,
saying the support re-
flects the “enduring
bond between Paki-
stan and China”.
Speaking to a
large gathering of
women and men
seated in the court-
yard, Ahsan Iqbal said
the donation was ar-

where agricultural
land, homes and live-
stock were inundated.

The disaster af-
fected millions nation-
wide, leaving thou-
sands of families
struggling to rebuild
livelihoods months af-
ter the waters re-
ceded.

Iqbal said that
while reconstruction

ranged especially for friendship with assisted the distribu- will take time, targeted
families whose be- China.” Alongside tion. winter support and ag-
longings were lostdur-  winter relief, Iqbal said Some families ricultural assistance
ing this year’s floods, his team has provided said the aid would help ~are steps toward help-

canola  seeds for
nearly 5,000 acres of
farmland in areas
where crops were

according to Gwadar them cope with harsh
nights as many homes
remain partially re-
paired. Pakistan suf-

ing families recover
and resume farming
activities in the coming
scason.

TO.
“These blankets
that we are distribut-
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Chaman: CTD Recovers Six Anti-Tank Mines
in Intelllgence-Based Operatlon

Sardar Muhammad Tuesday recovered tion near the Pak—Af- group was attempting on credible intelli-

Khondai: six anti-tank mines and  ghan border inthe area  to smuggle the explo- gence, CTD teams
CHAMAN: The a quantity of explo- of Chaman. Accord- sives into interior re- launched a swift op-
Counter Terrorism sives during an intelli- ing to a CTD spokes- gions to carry out ter- eration and success-
Department (CTD) on  gence-based opera- person, a terrorise rorist attacks. Acting fully foiled amajor ter-

ror plot. Officials said ~during the raid, while other law-enforce-
the suspects had hid- the recovered items mentagencies, has ini-
den the explosives in have been secured for tiated a detailed inves-
a remote location. No  further forensic analy- tigation to identify and
arrests were made sis. CTD, along with track down.

ECP Rejects Bugti’s Plea, Quetta LG
Polls to Proceed on Dec 28

EWS DESK: The Elec-
tion Commission of Pa-
klalan (ECP) has offi-
ially rejected
Balochmzm Chief Min-
ister Sarfraz Bugti’s plea
seeking the postpone-
ment of local govern-
ment elections in Quetta.
The commission con-
firmed that the Quetta
LG polls will take place
on December 28, main-
taining the previously
announced schedule.
CM Bugti had re-
quested a delay citing
Quetta’s law and order
concerns, the suspen-
sion of internet services,
and the need for im-
proved administrative
readiness. He argued
that the elections should
be held only when secu-
rity, weather, voter rolls
and constituency de-

The ECP empha-
sized that the chief
minister’s interpretation
of tenure expiry was in-
correct.

172 Union Coun-
cils, 641 Wards,
2,710 Candidates

The Quetta local
government elections
were repeatedly delayed
4 due to litigation, con-
stituency disputes and
political disagreements.
With all legal hurdles
cleared, the commission
said it is now bound to
conduct the polls on
ime.

: - The upcoming polls
that all stages ofdelimi- ity and the ongoing se- ballot paper printing had  will take place across 172
tation, including publica- curity challenges in already begun, making union councils and 641
gondolfprehfmlgary ts, Balochistan. any posltponemem im-  wards, with 2,710 candi-
andling of objections, N practical. dates competing.
and finivation of cons  StTICt Secur According to These elections
stituencies, had been Measures

A come after years of de-

mareations were llY compleedin newithle-  (pdered the ECP: Ly since the previous
gal requirements. Members of munici-  local bodies completed

ECP Declares The six-member The ECP directed pal corporations and theirtenure in early 2019.
Petition commission issued a the Balochistan govern- committees who took With the decision

ment to provide full sup-  oath on February9, 2023 now final, the Quetta LG

majority decision in
i port, ensure foolproof will complete their four- elections on December

favour of proceeding

“Devoid of Force”
In its written order,  with elections. Onlyone ~ security arrangements, year term in February 28 mark amajor develop-

Good Officers Are National
Asset, Governor
Balochistan Tells BCSA Trainees

QUETTA: Governor ing ers and departments
Balochistan, Jafar trainees, to ensure good gover-
Khan Mandokhail, Mandokhail said that nance.

emphasized the cru- as future public ser- The Governor ex-
cial role of good offic-  vants, they have a re- pressed confidence
ers in ensuring good sponsibility to serve that with the officers'
governance and pro- the  people  of dedication and com-
vincial development.  Balochistan with hon-  mitment to public ser-

s He stated that esty and dedication.  vice,
the ECP dismissed the member, Shah and safeguard voters, 2027. ment in local gover- - ¢ tha dedl .
petition, statingthat the Muhammad Jatoi, dis- candidates, District council nance, paving e way | pre-service training is - He highlighted the Balochistan can
grounds presented car- sented, citing severe polling staff, and members sworn in on for long-overdue mu- key to shaping offic-  importance of provid- overcome challenges
ried no legal strength. winter conditions that the general public. It July6,2023 will complete ~nicipal ers' skills, kn , ing necessary facilities and achicve great-
The commission noted may restrict voter mobil- also highlighted that theirtenure inJuly 2027.  the provincial capna] and leadership. and resources to offic-  ness.

Balochistan Board of Revenue Modernization | Balochistan High Court Transfers Judicial Officers

Moves Ahead Amid Challenges T s

Balochistan
Abdullah Khan: Court has issued a no-
Quetta: The Board of tification transferring
Revenue Act 2015

several judicial offic-
marked a major step

ers with immediate
toward modernizing effect. . .
land administration in Transfers: - Nasir
Balochistan, a prov- Khan Yusufzai, Dis-
ince where handwrit-

trict & Sessions Judge
ten records and out-

Kachlak,
dated maps have long appointed Regis-
guided land ownership B-22
and dispute resolution.
The Act empowered
the Board of Revenue
to digitize land
records, restructure
district revenue of-
fices, and implement
uniform land adminis-
tration procedures
similar to those in
Punjab and Sindh. The

trar -
Balochistan  High
Court."-

Abdul Qayyum
Lahri, Registrar
Balochistan  High
Court, appointed Dis-
trict & Sessions Judge
Barkhan.*-

Zafarullah Bazai,
District & Sessions
Judge Kharan, ap-

goal was clear: trans- pointed District & Ses-
parency. A properly sions Judge Sariab.“-
implemented digital Inayatullah Kakar,

system can reduce District & Sessions
doubleallotments, pre- Judge Sariab, ap-
vent tampering, and pointed District & Ses-

provide faster access lem highlighted by modernization risks challenges, the Board | sions Judge Kharan."-

for citizens seeking Gwadar’s Beijing being only superficial. of Revenue Act is a| Muhammad Ali
mutations, ownership Road disputes, where Cultural factors vital step toward cre- | Kakar,

verification, or land- multiple re-surveys also complicate imple- ating a modern and District & Ses-
related services. were needed to cor- mentation. Landhold- transparent land ad- | sions Judge Barkhan,

However, mod- rect digital entries. ing in many areas re- ministration system in | appointed District &
ernization faces seri- Logistical con- lies on communal Balochistan. By com- | Sessions Judge
ous hurdles. Many ar- straints add to the grazing rights, tribal bining updated sur-| Uthal.“-
eas were never prop- ¢ hallen ge . arrangements,andun- veys, community con- Zahur  Ahmad
erlysurveyed, andrev- Balochistan’s vast ter- - written local agree- sultation, and recogni- | Lango, Acting District
enue maps in districts rain, limited staff, and ments. A system rec- tion of customary land | & Sessions Judge
like Panjgur and low public awareness ognizing only formal rights, the province [ Uthal,appointed Addi-
Kharan remain out- make field verification titles could exclude canbuild asystem that | tional
dated, forcing officials  difficult. Successful communities whose improves governance, District & Ses-
to rely on rough digitization requires landrightsexistonlyin strengthens public| sions Judge Uthal.“-
sketches. Without up-  ground teams, updated pracuce. creating digi- trust, and ensures fair | Additional charge of
dated surveys, digitiza-  satellite imagery, and land 1 District & Sessions
tion risks transferring coordination with the stcad ofinclusive mod- ing a foundation for Judge Kachlak handed
flawed records into Survey of Pakistan. ernization. sustainable adminis- | over to District & Ses-
new software, a prob- Without these, digital Despite  these trative reform. sions Judge Quetta.
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ECC hikes petrol, diesel margms for oil marketing companies, dealers

NEWS DESK: The
Economic Coordina-
tion Committee (ECC)
of the cabinet has ap-
proved an additional
Rs2.56 per litre mar-
gin for petrol and die-
sel to boost the profit-
ability of oil marketing
companies (OMCs)
and their dealers.

A meeting of the
ECC, presided over by
Finance  Minister
Muhammad
Aurangzeb, also tight-
ened rules for second-
hand vehicle imports
and restricted the im-
port of chloroform
solely to drug compa-
nies certified by the
regulator.

A senior govern-
ment official told
Dawn that the ECC
approved aRs1.22 per
litre increase in profit Rs9.31 per litre.
margins for OMCs The second
andRs1.34 perlitre for equivalent increase
petroleum dealers, to will come into force on
be implemented in June 1, 2026, subject
two equal instalments. to digitalisation of

The first increase sales and stock net-
— 61 paise per litre works and their live
for OMCs and 67 connectivity with gov-
paise per litre for deal- ernment bodies, in-
ers — will take effect cluding the Oil and
with the upcoming Gas Regulatory Au-
fortnightly price revi- thority, Federal Board
sion. This will imme- of Revenue and Pe-
diately raise the troleum Division.
OMCs’ margin to After this in-
Rs8.48 per litre and crease, OMCs will
that of dealers to charge Rs9.10 per li-

tre while dealers will
receive about Rs9.98
per litre, compared to
the current Rs7.87 and
Rs8.64, respectively.

An official state-
ment said the ECC
had approved revising
margins for OMCs
and petroleum dealers
on petrol and high-
speed diesel in line
with the National CPI
for 2023-24 and 2024-
25, with increases
capped between 5pc
and 10pc. It added that
half of the margin in-

crease would be paid
immediately while the
remaining half would
depend on progress in
digitalisation, with the
Petroleum Division to
report back by June 1,
2026. Vehicle import
rocedure

The ECC also ap-
proved amendments
to the vehicle import
procedure, retaining
only the Transfer of
Residence and Gift
Schemes, as proposed
by the commerce min-
istry in consultation

The ministries of
industries and produc-
tion, climate change,
national health ser-
vices regulations and
coordination and FBR
supported a complete
ban, but Drap argued
that chloroform was
essential as a labora-
tory reagent and for
quality control testing
in pharmaceutical in-

forcement of such
rules has historically
been weak.

It also increased
the minimum stay
abroad requirement to
three years with at
least 850 cumulative
days, and retains the
condition that vehicles
under the Transfer of
Residence Scheme
must be exported

from the same coun- dustries.

try where the sender The ECC also re-

resides. jected a concessionary
The ECC also ap-  gas/RLNG tariff claim

proved restrictions on
chloroform imports
due to its toxic and car-
cinogenic nature, de-
ciding that Trichlo-
romethane (chloro-
form) will only be im-
ported by pharmaceu-
tical compamcs witha

by M/s Ghani Glass,
saying that such sub-
sidies were no longer
permissible and that
broader export-sup-
port initiatives were
already underway.
The meeting ap-
pmvcd a Rsl 28bn

= jection certifi- grant
with other ministries. use of the Personal cate from the Drug for the Pakxsmn Dlgl»
The Personal Bag- Baggage, Transfer of Regulatory Authority tal Authorityto support

Residence and Gift
Schemes under the
Import Policy Order
(IPO) 2022 — origi-
nally intended for
genuine overseas Pa-
kistanis — and pres-
sure from local as-
semblers facing qual-
ity competition and for-
eign exchange con-
cerns. The dex nin-
cludes a one-year
non-transferability
condition for imported
vehicles, though en-

gage Scheme has now
been discontinued.
Under the revised
amework, commer-
cial-import safety and
environmental stan-
dards will apply to
these schemes, the al-
lowed import period
will be extended from
two to three years, and
imported vehicles will
remain non-transfer-
able for one year.
The changes fol-
low widespread mis-

of Pakistan (Drap).
The move follows
demands from the
Pakistan Footwear
Manufacturers Asso-
ciation (PFMA) and
the Pakistan Chemical
Manufacturers Asso-
ciation (PCMA) for a
complete ban, arguing
that chloroform was
being used as an ad-
hesive in the footwear
industry and posed se-
rious health and envi-
ronmental risks.

digital transformation
and technological in-
novation across gov-
ernment departments,
and another Rs5bn
supplementary grant
for the Ministry of
Housing and Works.
It also approved,
in principle, the re-
lease of budgetary al-
locations for PIA
Holding Company Ltd
to meet pension and
medical expenses of
PIACL employees.

Chinese group eyes
setting up solar panel
plantin Pakistan

NEWS DESK: China’s
Hebei Juhang Energy
Technology Group has
expressed keen interest
in establishing a large-
scale solar panel manu-
facturing plant in Paki-
stan to cater to both do-
mestic demand and ex-
port markets.

A Chinese delega-
tion headed by the

launched by the prime
minister to ease of doing
business, including the
new single-window
Business Facilitation
Centre (BFC) process for
business facilitation.
As part of its facili-
tation package, the BOT
informed the delegation
that the government is
prepared to allocate

year. He reiterated that
Sectors such as agricul-
ture, solar energy, infor-
mation technology,
chemicals, and manufac-
turing offer significant
growth and export poten-
tial for foreign investors.

The meeting also
reviewed outcomes of
the second edition of the
Pakistan-China B2B In-

Tariff raised by 33 paise amid

NEWS DESK: With a
damning additional note
on the cost of
institutional
inefficiencies, theft and
mismanagement, the
National Electric Power
Regulatory Authority
(Nepra) on Tuesday
approved 33 paise per
unit increase in the
national uniform tariff
for three months
(December-February) s
and allowed Power
Division to implement

rising inefficiencies

regulator also allowed
the Power Division to
notify its incremental
consumption package
for industrial and
agricultural electricity
consumers of ex-Wapda
Distribu-tion Companies
(Discos) and K-Electric.
Under the package,

the reduced rate of
Rs22.98 per unit — the
marginal cost of power
upply — would be
appllcnble to industrial

period.

A Power Division
spokesperson welcomed
the decision and added
that under the new tariff
structure, the price of
additional units for
agriculture and industry
had been reduced to
Rs22.98 per unit from
their existing rates of
Rs38 and Rs34 per unit,
respectively.

The package will
remain applicable for

package is subsidy-
neutral for both but will
be subject to positive
Fuel (,oal -Adjustments
urther,
Quanerly Tariff
Adjustments (QTAs),
Debt Service Surcharge
(DSS) and negative
FCAs shall not be
applicable on
incremental
consumption for eligible
consumers.

Nepra also released

inadequate utilisation of
cheaper plants and
greater capacity
payments.

Mr Shaikh, who
completed his two terms
at the regulator, in his
departing note said such
unnecessary com
arising
inefficiencies should nol
be passed on to
consumers
“Transferring such costs
to consumers may lead

6,000 acres of land for in-
vestment.

The minister also
briefed the visitors on
Special Economic Zones
(SEZs),
which offer various
incentives, including
zero income tax for the
first 10 years.

Chairman Wang
Jianbin meets BOI Min-
ister Qaiser Ahmed
Sheikh; proposes multi-
billi i

vestment Conferen.

heldin Beijingin Septem-
ber this year, which re-
sulted in agreements
and joint ventures worth
$8.5 billion across mul-
tiple priority sectors.

The minister reaf-
firmed the BOI's commit-
ment to supporting Chi-
nese investors and
called for expediting fea-
sibility studies and
joint-venture agree-
‘ments.

He emphasised that
Pakistan remains a stra-
tegic partner for China
and welcomes high-
quality, green-tech in-
vestments that will gen-
erate jobs and promote
sustainable economic

Group’s Chairman,
Wang Jianbin, accompa-
nied by representatives
of China-Pakistan Busi
ness Forum, met Mini
ter for the Board of In-
vestment (Bol) Qaiser
‘Ahmed Sheikh, on Tues-
day. The delegation con-
veyed its intention to in-
vest billions of dollars in
Pakistan’s solar energy
and other high-tech sec-
tors.

the pro-
posal, Mr Sheikh said it
was “a great time and a
golden opportunity for
investment in Pakistan”.
He highlighted the
government’s commit-
ment to improving the

in solar and high-tech
sectors

Mr Sheikh noted
that Pakistan is on a path
economic
stabilisation, with the
stock market index hav-

3

rates to industrial and
agricultural consumers
at Rs23 per unit —against
Rs34 base rate.

In a determination,
Nepra said the 33 paise
per unit higher charges
would be applied to all
consumers across the
country, including K-
Electric, under the
quarterly tariff
adjustment (QTA) for
1QFY26. The authority
has allowed the positive
quarterly adjustments of
Rs6.067 billion to be
applicable to all
consumer categories,
except lifeline consumers
and prepaid consumers,
in three months starting
December, it said.

and private agricultural — three years onamonthly = an additional note of its to  an  industrial

basis and the reference member, technical slowdown, reduced GDP
both Time-of-Use and months for determining Rafique A Shaikh, growth, increased
Non-ToU categories on incremental ing the deep- pressure

on the current account
deficit, weakened socio-
economic activities, and
an overall deterioration in
the quality of life across
the country”, he said
and demanded that the
concerned companies
and  organisations
should bear these
inefficiencies
themselves

He pointed out that
QTAs primarilyreflected
variations in the Power
Purchase Price (PPP),
including the impact of
T&D losses. The data
clearly showed lower
plant factors for thermal
power plants operating

their peak and off-peak
incrementa

consumption over the
corresponding reference

consumption shall be rooted meffclencle@
from December 2023 to  theft and
November 2024. mismanagement of

The incremental power plants, including

business environment, ~ing risen nearly four-to- separate under *Take-or-Pay”
citing recent reforms five-fold over the past growth. determination, the capacity contracts.
. . .

Remittances rise 9.4pc in November | = ECCbansbaggage car
NEWS DESK: Remit- lmports, approves circular
tances from overseas
Pakistanls, i debt management plan
source of foreign ex- NEWS DESK:The gov- kistan International Air- Evenafter increased

change,  remained
strong in November,
raising hopes the gov-
ernment will be able to
manage a widening cur-
rent account deficit.

The State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP) reported
on Monday that remit-
tances grew 9.4 per cent
year-on-year (0 $3.2 bil-
lionin November, a trend
that has remained intact
since the beginning of
the current fiscal year.

“Cumulatively, with
an inflow of $16.1bn,
workers’ remittances in-
creased by 9.3pc during
Jul-Nov FY26 compared
to $14.8bn received dur-
ing the same period last
year,” it added.

In the wake of de-
clining exports, the im-
portance of remittances
has further increased.
The government is seek-
ing to send more work-
ers abroad, particularly
to the Middle East, in the
hope of sccuring higher
inflows in the coming
months and years.

However, hundreds
of thousands of Paki-
stanis have left the
country due to rising
poverty and to seek jobs

abroad, a trend experts
criticise as a “brain
drain”. At the same time,
at least nine multina-
tional companies have
exited Pakistan, reflect-
ing growing unease
among foreign inves-
tors.

likely to be used to nar-
row the trade deficit and
current account gap.
Remittances also
provide dollars to the
State Bank, which is a
regular buyer from the
market for partial pay-
ments of external debt
servicing. The bulk of
the external debt is typi-
cally rolled over. Saudi
Arabia recently rolled
over $3bn for another

Experts say the
government is chasing
remittances rather than
pursuing a durable strat-
egy to keep trade and
current account bal-
ances under control.
Most of the remittances,
which the government
expects to reach about
$40bn this fiscal year, are

ar.

The
shows that the highest
remittances came from
Saudi Arabia, with in-
flows rising 6.8pc to

SBP data

$3.902bn during July-
November. During the
same period last year,
the growth from the king-
dom had exceeded 36pe.

The second-high-
est inflows came from
the UAE, totalling
$3.363bn, a growth of
14pc compared to 55pc
in the same period of last

ar.
Other major corri-
dors included the UK
($2.384bn), the US
($1.385bn), EU countries
($2.118bn), and other
GCC states ($1.544bn).
Higher remittance
inflows have helped

ernment on Tuesday
banned the import of
used cars under the bag-
gage scheme and tight-
ened restrictions for the
other two schemes, in-
cluding aminimum three-
year stay abroad, re-
stricting competition for
foreign firms in breach
of commitments made to
the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF). The

lines (PIA) employees.
The Rs2.5 billion is over
and above the Rs31.7
billion that the govern-
ment has already bud-
geted to pay interest on
PIA's legacy loans.
These decisions re-
flect that the country’s
power sector and na-
tional airline continue to
bleed despite repeated
official claims of im-

power tariffs and some
improvement in recover-
ies, Rs522 billion will still
be added to the flow of
circular debt. This
amount will then be off-
set through budgetary
injections. As a resuli,
the net level of circular
debt is projected to re-
main unchanged at
Rs1.614 trillion.

The finance minis-

Economic Coordination ~ provement. try said that the ECC
Committee (ECC) of the Power rected the Power Divi-
Cabinet, which tight- The ECC approved sion, in coordination

with the Finance Divi-
sion, to develop a me-
dium-term plan for the
gradual reduction of fis-

a new Circular Debt
Management Plan for
this fiscal year, which
offsets the impact of an

ened the conditions for
carimports, al;oallowed
the Power Di n to
add Rs522 blllion |0 (he

keep the exchange rate

broadly stable for more | flow of circular debt un-  increase in the flow of ~cal support.
than a year, providing | der the newly approved circular debt through It also asked the
some comfort to both im- | Circular Debt Manage- budgetary subsidies. Power Division to estab-

ment Plan 2025-26.

The Rs522 billion
addition in the flow will
be offset using taxpay-
ers' money to keep the
overall circular debt at
last year's level. Finance

porters and exporters,
Some exporters
gue that the rupee is
overvalued against the
US dollar, citing the
greenback’s  recent
weakness against major

The plan allows the ad- lish a follow-up mecha-
dition of Rs522 billion in  nism with the distribu-
the flow, to be compen- tion companies
sated through fiscal (DISCOs) toensure de-
support. livery of targets. Under

"The base-case cir- the plan, the Power Di-
cular debt flow for vision has shown only

Minister FY2025-26 isexpectedto  Rsl8 billion worth of im-
and stressing that there | Aurangzeb chaired the be Rs734 billion, which ~provement through a re-
is room for a controlled | ECC meeting. is planned to be miti- duction in line losses of

depreciation to encour-
age exports.

However, the SBP
has so far shown little
inclination to move in
that direction.

According to an-
other approval by the
ECC, Rs2.5 billion of tax-
payers' money will be
used to pay pensions
and medical bills of Pa-

gated to zero through
timely tariff increases,
improvement in losses
and fiscal support,” ac-
cording to the plan sub-
mitted fo the ECC.

the power distribution
companies.

The positive impact
of improved recoveries
has been shown at
Rs121 billion.
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Record-breaking Faryal Farooq sets ahght National Games

NEWS DESK: Thesun  Far
burned with a fierce,
summer-like intensity on
the winter morning but
it couldn’t temper the
spirit of the competitors
gunning for glory at the  zor-edged opportunity.
ational Games on Tues- hrough her first
day. four throws, she was no-
The open field at  where near the mark. The
the athletics venue record, it seemed, would
hummed with simulta- elude her once more.
neous action — discus Then, before her fi-
flying in one sector, hur- nal attempt, her coach
dlers pacing in another. ~ AshrafAli leaned in and
On the track, athletes told her he wouls
bobbed and stretched, proud if she breaks the
their shadows short un-  record.
der the midday blaze. In Those words lit up
the stands, a scattered the fire. Faryal spun, re-
crowd fanned them- leased, and the discus
selves, eyes darting be- sailed — a silent arc
tween events. against the blue clear
The pool offered sky. Every eye followed
some respite from the it until it thudded into
blazing sun as swimming  the earth, well beyond -
began atthe Gamesona the previous best. The ~coach’s words, I put ev-
day headlined by Com-  official announced 38.21  erything into the final
monwealth Games gold meters —anew national ~ throw,” she told Dawn,
medallist Inam Butt ex- record. breathless. “We get few
tending his remarkable The crowd erupted. opportunities to com-
legacy by clinching his For Faryal, from Azad pete throughout the
18th national title — the  Jammu and Kashmir, it year, so I train all year
most by any wrestler —  was ecstasy, the trium-  for one event and try to
and a national record for ~ phant end of a quest. leave my heart out in the
discus thrower Faryal “After hearing my field.”

arooq.

Faryal’s feat was the
culmination of a four-
years effort; those long
days of lonely training
meeting minutes of ra-

While Faryal’s mo-
ment shone brightest,
other stories unfolded
across the scorched
field, each adding a dif-
ferent hue to the day’s
tapestry.

In the women’s
400m hurdles, Musarrat
Shaheen of Wapda, hail-

Chiniot, the 20km walk
race was a battle against
the clock and the ele-
ments. He finished
seven minutes behind of
his personal best, due to
the extreme weather.

His routine reveals
the brutal behind-the-
scenes sacrifice: 90km of

guess those hours in
training paid off today,”
zzak, who participated
in the 2019 Asian Games,
told Dawn. “This was my
sixth national medal and
hopefully there are more
to come.”
Then there was the
pure class of Olympian

road running per week, Faiqa Riaz. After winning
twice-daily gym ses.  the 100m the day before,
sions in winter. “The she edged out HEC's
body gets fatigued... KhoulaUmer Khanbya

mere tenth of a second
in the 200m, finishing in
25.10 seconds.

o intense was the
effort that she collapsed
onto the track after-
wards, a world-class ath-
lete laid low by the fight
on home soil.

Earlier in the day,
‘Wapda'’s Iram Shehzadi
had dominated the
women’s 800m, while in
the field, Amtul Rehman
of HEC leapt to gold in
the triple jump.

If the athletics arena
was a stage for personal
struggle, the swimming
pool nearby was a dis-
play of sheer systemic
dominance.

We get very little time to
rest. Focus on diet,
whichis very integral, is
also not much.”

The drama of en-
durance played out dif-
ferently in the men’s
400m hurdles, where
Abid Razzak staged a
late surge to snatch gold.

For most of the
race, his Army team-
mate Tajammul Hussain
(silver) was on his neck,
but Razzak hung on his
shoulder. As the sec-
ond-placed athlete faded
in the final metres,
Razzak pounced, edging
ahead at the line.

“I practiced more
than my team-mate — |

ing from Mianwali in
Punjab,  powered
through the last 100
meters to claim gold.
Her smile after-
wards was bright, but
her words were sober-
ing. “It’s akiller sport,”
she said while talking to For Qasim Fayyaz
Dawn, referring to the of the Army, from

constant risk of injury.
Her hurdles weren’t
juston the track. “Where
Tam from, there is that
backward thinking that
girls should stay in the
house. Thankfully my
familyis supportive.”

Sydney Sixers unveil unique jersey number
for Babar Azam

NEWS DESK: The
Sydney Sixers have re-
vealed a distinctive twist
on Babar Azam’s iconic
jersey number, adding an
extra layer of excitement
ahead of the 15th edition
of the Big Bash League
L.

The franchise an-
nounced the move on
Tuesday through its so-
cial media platforms,
showcasing the star P:
kistan batter at the his-
toric Sydney Cricket
Ground.

While Babar is
widely associated with
the number 56, the Sixers
introduced a creative
variation — the 30-year-
old will sport 056 this
season. Australian pacer
Mitchell Starc, mean-
‘while, will continue wear-
ing the classic 56. The
franchise framed the de-
cision as a lighthearted
and stylish way to dis-
tinguish the two high-
profile players who
share the same preferred
number. The announce-
ment coincided with
Babar’s arrival in

increased international
participation, the league
anticipates strong global
viewership this season.
Pakistan will have a
significant presence
oss multiple fran-
es. In addition to
Babar and fellow super-
star Shaheen Shah
Afidi, the country’s rep-
resentation include.

rived.” The teaser
quickly went viral among
fans eager t the Pa-
kistan captain in action
on Australian soil.

BBL 15 will run from
December 14, 2025, to
January 25, 2026, featur-
ing 44 matches primarily
during  prime-time
evening slots. With a re-
vamped schedule and

Sydney for what is ex-
pected to be one of the
most closely watched
international stints of
the upcoming BBL.
The Sixers wel-
comed him with a short
video clip showing the
prolific right-hander
walking into the dress-
ing room, accompanied
by the caption: “He’s ar-

Faryal Farooq finally conquers a four-year
goal with discus gold at National Games

NEWS DESK: For four
years, Faryal Faroog car-
tied the weight of an un-
broken record.

Every training ses-
sion, every competition,
the mark stood just out
of reach — a ghost she
chased on dusty fields
from her hometown in

¢ leaned in
said, suﬁly but ﬁrmly in
Urdu, “Maan jao ga
tmhain agar record tod
diya” (Iwill be proud of
you if you break the
record).

“Those words lit a
fire in me,” Faryal told
Dawn later, her voice still

erything into the final
throw,” she said, breath-
less. “We get few oppor-
tunities to compete
throughout the year, so
I train all year for one
event and try to leave
my heart out in the
field.”

But in the glow of

pointed to the nation’s
javelin star, Arshad
Nadeem, whose Olympic
success highlighted
what support can
achieve.

“Arshad is our star,
no doubt about that,”
Faryal said. “So f facili-
ties can be provided for

Azad Jammu and Kash- charged with the mo- that golden moment, her him, then why not to
‘mir to the national camp ment. words quickly turned to  us?”
with the Pakistan Army. She stepped back the reality so many Pa- Born ina town with-

out proper grounds or
spaces to train, Faryal’s

kistani athletes face.
“There’s a lack of

On day two of the
National Games athlet-

into the circle, the dis-
cus cool in her palm. The

ics event, under a blaz- open field, humming with confidence in our ath- journey has been one of
ing December sun, that other events, seemed to letes,” she confessed. “I borrowed facilities and
ghost finally met its fall quiet. am a champion, but Istill department camps.
match. With a powerful feel this way.” “The only way I can
In the discus circle, spin and release, she Her victory, she in-  train properly is when I
the Army athlete had al-  launched it into the sky. ~sisted, should be a be- attend camps with my
ready taken four throws. Al eyes tracked the dis- ginning, not an end- department,” she said.

“If Thad facilities in my
local area, that would be

None had come close.
The national record
of 38.21 meters, set
years carlier, seemed
destined to remain un-
touched. Doubt, that fa-
miliar visitor, began to
creep in. Another year,
another near miss.
Then, before her
sixth and final attempt,
her coach Ashraf Ali
walked over. He didn’t
give atechnical cue ora
tactical reminder.

cus as it flew, hung, and
finally thudded into the
sector — well beyond
the previous best.

The technical offi-
cials confirmed it: 38.21
meters. A new national
record.

The crowd erupted.
For Faryal, it was a rush
of pure ecstasy — the
end of a long, lonely
pursuit.

“After hearing my
coach’s words, I put ev-

point. She appealed for
more competitions — at
least three a year — to
help athletes overcome
the fear that grips them
on international stages.

“When we see the
training standards and
technique of athletes
from other countries, we
get demotivated. We
can’teven perform at the
level we are capable of.”

Her plea was also
one of equity. She

On Tuesday, none
of that mattered in the
circle. For one soaring
throw, Faryal was un-
touchable — a cham-
pion who rose above the
bar she had set for her-
self four years earlier,
and in doing so, raised
her voice for every ath-
lete still waiting for their
chance to fly.

Pakistan U19 departs
for Dubai to f
eature in ACC Asia Cup

NEWS DESK: Paki-
stan U19 departed
from Karachi to
Dubai to take part in
the eight-team ACC
U19 Asia Cup, sched-

“We will have a
practice session be-
fore the Asia Cup and
we hope the team
settles in quickly and
performs well in the

tice matches in addi-
tion to taking part in
training sessions.
Talking to PCB
Digital before team’s
departure to Dubai,

Bangladesh, Nepal
and Sri Lanka are part
of Group ‘B’.

As per the tourna-
ment format, the top
two sides from each

uled from 12 to 21 group will compete in Sarfaraz Ahmed tournament. To be the
December. Pakistan, the semi-finals sched- (manager/mentor) best team in the com-
placed in Group ‘A’, uled for 19 December, said: “We have done petition, you have to

while the final will take
place at the ICC
Academy Ground on

our best and reminded
the players that they
are the finest young

will play their opening
match against Malay-
sia at the Sevens Sta-

perform consistently
in all three matches.”
Squad: Farhan

dium in Dubai on Fri- Sunday,21 December. cricketers in Pakistan. Yousaf (captain),
day, 12 December. The tournament, Their strong perfor- Usman Khan (vice-

Pakistan’s second whichwillbe playedin mances carned thema captain), Abdul
match in the tourna- the 50-over format, place in the side and Subhan, Ahmed
ment will be against willbeginat9amlocal we have given them Hussain, Ali Hassan
India at the ICC time complete backing and Baloch, Ali Raza,

confidence.

“We are hopeful
they will deliver strong
performances for Pa-
kistan. Over the past
seven days, the play-
ers have worked ex-
tremely hard and
trained intensively.

Before team’s de-
parture to Dubai, the
Pakistan U19 squad
underwent a seven-
day camp at the Hanif
Mohammad High Per-
formance Centre in
Karachi, where play-
ers featured in prac-

Academy Ground on
Sunday, 14 December,
while their third fixture
will be against the
UAE on Tuesday, 16
December, also at the
cc Academy

Daniyal Ali Khan,
Hamza Zahoor (wk),
Huzaifa Ahsan,
Momin Qamar,
Mohammad Huzaifa,
Mohammad Sayyam,
Mohammad Shayan
(wk), Nigab Shafiq
and Sameer Minhas

Ground.
Afghanistan,

Third-quarter meltdown sees Pakistan go
down to Dutch on Pro League debut

NEWS DESK: On
their FIH Pro League
debut, Pakistan had
shown grit and resil-
ience to stay on level
terms with the Neth-
erlands halfway
through their match at
the Santiago del
Estero Hockey Club in
Argentina, only for a
meltdown in the third
quarter seeing the
Dutch power to a 5-2
victory on Tuesday.
In the opener of
the mini-tournament
which will see Paki-
stan face the Dutch
and host Argentina
twice, the Greenshirts
struck first when
Hannan Shahid sliced
through the Dutch de-
fence from the left,
driving into the circle
and blasting his shot
past the outstretched
foot of Mauritz Visser.
The Dutch
equalised before the
end of the opening
quarter, sparked by a
tempo-setting tackle

Thierry
Brinkman that
launched a right-side
attack. Koen Bijen did
well to lead into out
space and fire the
hosts level, before
Timo Boers put them
2-1 up with a penalty-
corner conversion just
ahead of the first
break.
Pakistan hit back
early in the second
quarter, Sufyan Khan
flicking home from a
penalty corner to

make it 2-2 at half- minutes they con-
time. trolled comfortably.
But the match ul- “I  think we
timately turned on set needed time to come
pieces. The Dutch in to the game and we
capitalised twice more  did well improving
in the third quarter, lhmughoul " Reyenga
with Tijmen Reyenga s
and Boers each con-
verting penalty cor-
ners.

“Wc had a great
second half. We didn’t
know how (Pakistan)
would play against us
so I think we did well
and anticipated well.
We got the three
points and can move
on.”

u ¢ o
Telgenkamp added a
clever bascline finish
for the Netherlands®
fourth of the period,
setting up a final 15
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Trump slams ‘weak’, ‘decaymg Europe as rift deepens
—

NEWS DESK: US
President Donald
Trump deepened his rift
with Europe in an inter-
view with Politico pub-
lished on Tuesday, call-
ing the continent
“weak” and decaying”
over immigration and
Ukraine.

Trump doubled
down on his extraordi-
nary recent criticisms
of a region that Wash-

world,” Trump said.
“But lhey want to be
politically correct, and
they don’t want to send
them back to where
they came from.”
Trump’s broadside
comes days after his
administration’s new
national security strat-
egy sparked alarm by
calling for the cultiva-
tion of “resistance” i

the EU again: ‘lberal

ington has long migration polici
counted as a key ally, Zelensky prepares
recycling far-right revised plan to end
tropes about Ukraine war
civilizational decline in Asked if European
Europe. countries would not
“Most European remain US allies if they
nations, they’re, failed to embrace his
they’re decaymg administration’s poli-

cies on the issue,
Trump replied that “it
depends.”

“I think they’re
weak, but they also
want to be so politi-
cally correct,” Trump
aid.

He listed countries
including  Britain,
France, Germany, Po-
land, and Sweden that
he said were being “de-
stroyed” by migration,
and launched a new at-

They’re decaying,”
Trump told Politico in
the interview, con-
ducted on Monday.
The 79-year-old
billionaire, whose politi-
cal rise to power was
built on inflammatory
language about migra-
tion, echoed far-right
talking points as he said
that Europe’s policies
were a “disaster.”
“They’re coming in
from all parts of the

ack on the “horrible,
us, disgusting”
Sadiq Khan, London’s
first Muslim mayor.
Trump also
brushed off the fact
that the Kremlin had
hailed the new US na-

tional security strategy
as being in line with its
own views.

“I think he (Putin)
would like to see a
weak Europe,

and to be honest
with you, he’s getting

7 donand Brussels as US
President  Donald
Trump keeps up pres-
sure on Kyiv for a
settlement.

Trump has ac-
cused Zelensky of not
even reading his
administration’s pro-
posals. An initial ver-
sion was judged by
Ukraine’s allies to be
overly favourable to
Russia.

Zelensky said that
Washington’s earlier
28-point plan had been
reduced to

20 points after US-
Ukraine talks over the
weekend.

Ukrainian and Eu-
ropean officials “are
going to work on these
20 points”, Zelensky
told an online press
conference on Mon-
da;

e “We do not like ev-
erything that our part-
ners came back with.
Although this issue is
not so much with the
Americans as with the

that. That has nothing
to do with me,” he said.

Trump also criti-
cized Europe’s role in

duce. And the war just
keeps going on and

proposals to end the
war started by Russia’s
February 2022 inva-

Ukrainian Presi- sion, as he met with

resolving the war be- dent  Volodymyr Pope Leo XIV in Italy. Russians.
tween Russia and Zelensky on Tuesday Zelensky on Mon- Published in
Ukraine, saying: “They prepared to send the day held talks with Eu- Dawn,  December
talk, but they don’t pro-  United States revised ropean leaders in Lon- 10th, 2025

Israel to reopen Jordan crossing
for Gaza aid today

NEWS DESK: Isracl will
reopen the crossing on
the Israeli-controlled
border between Jordan
and the occupied West
Bank to humanitarian aid
trucks destined for Gaza
for the first time since
late September, an Israeli
official said on Tuesday.

tional gateway for Pales-
tinians from the occu-
pied West Bank that
does not require enter-
ing Israel, which has oc-
cupied the territory
since 1967.

Israeli continues
ceasefire violations

In a related devel-

tors, who include Egypt,
Qatar and the US, to
pressure Israel “to com-
plete the implementa-
tion of the first phase of
the ceasefire agree-
ment”.

Line” in Gaza, though
they remain in control of
more than half of the ter-
ritory.

‘As Israel’s military
chief, Lt Gen Eyal Zamir,
was quoted as saying
that the demarcation line
was the “new border
line”, Badran slammed

Under the terms of
the deal, Palestinians
committed to releasing

“Following the un- opment, Hamas said on ~the remaining 48 living  the comments. “The
derstandings and a di- Tuesday that the Gaza and dead Isracli prison- statements. .. clearly re-
rective of the political ceasefire plan cannot ers held in the territory. veal the criminal

echelon, starting tomor-
row (Wednesday) the
transfer of goods and aid
from Jordan to the area
of Judea and Samaria and
to the Gaza Strip will be
permitted through the
Allenby Crossing,” an
Israeli official said in a
statement, using the Is-
raeli Biblical term for the
‘West Bank.

“All aid trucks des-
tined for the Gaza Strip
will proceed under escort
and security, following a
thorough security in-
spection,” the official
added.

Israel closed the
crossing, also known as
the ng Hussein
Bridge, in September.
The crossing in the Jor-
dan Valley reopened to
travellers a few days
later, but not to humani-
tarian aid destined for
the Gaza Strip, devas-
tated by more than two
years of war.

Since the closure at
Allenby, Jordan said it
had been able to send
some aid to Gaza via the
Sheikh Hussein cross-
ing, north of the occupied
‘West Bank.

Hamas says Gaza
ceasefire plan cannot
proceed to its second
phase as long as Israeli
violations persist

The Allenby cross-
ing is the only interna-

proceed to its second

phase as long as Israeli

“violations™ persist and

called on mediators to

pressure Israel to re-

spect the agreement
The US.

All of the prisoners have
so far been released ex-
cept for one body.

In exchange, Israel
has released nearly
2,000 Palestinians in its
custody and returned
the bodies of hundreds
of Palestinians.

The first phase of
the truce also stipulates

occupation’s lack of
commitment to the
ceasefire agreement,” he
said.

The second stage
of the truce plan con-
cerns disarming Hamas,
the further withdrawal of
Israeli forces as a transi-
tional authority is estab-
lished, and the deploy-

»

ceasefire, in eﬁecl since
October 10, halted the
Israel-Hamas war, but it
remains fragile as Isracl

ment of an international
stabilisation force.

Meanwhile, a
spokeswoman for the
Istaeli premier’s office
said Isracli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu
will meet President
Donald Trump in the
United States on Decem-
er 29.

and Hamas accuse each ~ significantly more aid
other almost daily of enter Gaza.
breaches. Israeli Prime Minis-
Hamas political bu-  ter Benjamin Netanyahu
reau member Hossam said he expects the sec-
Badran accused Israel of - ond phase of the deal to
failing to respect the begin soon but Badran
Gaza ceasefire deal, not-  said it could not start “as
ing that under its terms, long as the occupation
Israel should have re- (Isracl) continues its
opened the Rafah cross-  violations™.
ing with Egypt and in- Under the initial
creased the volume of steps of the ceasefire
aid entering the terri- plan, Israeli troops with-
tory. drew to positions behind = since the start of the
Heurgedthe media- a so-called “Yellow year.

It will  be
Netanyahu's fifth visit
to meet Trump in the US

Pressure mounts on
German govt over Afghans
stranded in Pakistan

NEWS DESK: More
than 250 human rights
groups and other
NGOs renewed pres-
sure on the German
government on Tues-
dayto take in hundreds
of Afg-hans stranded
in Pakistan who had
been offered sanctu-
ary by Berlin.

The organisations,
inclu-ding Amnesty
Interna-tional, Save
the Children, Human
Rights Watch and
church groups, urged
the government to
bring the roughly 1,800
Afghans to Germany
from Pakistan before
the end of the year.

Those affected
must be evacuated in
the coming weeks to
protect them from de-
portation back to Af-
ghanistan, the groups
said.

The  Afghans
were accepted under

a refugee scheme set
up by the previous
German government,
but have been stuck in
Pakistan since conser-
vative Chancellor
Friedrich Merz took
office in May and
froze the programme.

Around 350
people on the scheme
have been able to
come to Germany af-
ter winning legal chal-
lenges against the gov-
ernment in German
courts.

UNHCR survey
shows only 1.2m of
2m Afghans in Paki-
stan are registered

According to the
open letter sent to the
German government
by the

NGOs on Tues-
day, most of those left
in” Afghanistan are
women and children.

“Especially now,
during the Christmas

season, we remember
humanity and compas-
sion. Therefore, we
appeal to you: finally
bring those to whom istered Afghans living
we have promised in refugee villages.
protection to safety,” It shows over
the letter said. 1.09m registered Af-
Those affected in-  ghan refugees holding
clude those who PoR cards. According
served with German to the UN body, this
armed forces in Af- figure does not include
ghanistan, as well as 138,701 unregistered
Jjournalists and human members of regis-
rights activists. tered families.
Germany says it The number of
has received assur- asylum seekers regis-
ances from the Paki- tered with the
stan government that UNHCR is 115,652,
the Afghans on the out of which Afghans
scheme would not be number 115,390. Oth-
deported before the ers are from Yemen,
yearend, but this dead- Iran, Somalia,
line cannot be ex- Myanmar and Syria.
tended. “The statistics of
According to the registered asylum
UN refugee agency seckers have been
data released on Tues-  revised as a result of
day, apopulation count  verification exercise,”
of Afghans living in the UN  refugee
Pakistan revealed that agency says.

they number over 2.18
million, out of whom
1.22m are registered,
with only 35pc of reg-

Elon Musk says DOGE ‘somewhat successful’
but would not do it again

NEWS DESK: US Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s
Department of Govern-
‘ment Efficiency was only
“a little bit successful”,
Tesla CEO Elon Musk
said on a podcast on
Tuesday, adding that he
would not lead the
project again. The bil-
lionaire, who is founder
of electric car company
Tesla, was a major donor
to Trump’s presidential
election campaign and
became a close ally and
adviser to his administra-
tion. Musk led the DOGE
team in seeking to slash
the federal
government’s budget
and workforce in the
first five months of
Trump’s second term.
But the role and his
political rhetoric sparked
a backlash against him
and Tesla, including

sically worked on my
companies. And they
wouldn’t have been
burning the cars,” Musk
said on the podcast with
former Trump adminis-
tration official Katie
Miller. “We were a little
bit successful. We were
somewhat successful.

entirely wasteful,” Musk
said. Asked if he would
goback and lead DOGE
again, Musk said: “No, I
don’t think so.” Musk’s
work for DOGE also
sparked  concerns
among investors that he
was not paying enough
attention to Tesla as it

ing out around midyear
over the president’s

Russian bombers join Chinese air patrol near
Japan as Tokyo-Beijing tie strains

NEWS DESK: Japan has
scrambled jets to moni-
tor Russian and Chinese
air forces conducting
joint patrols around the
country, the Japanese
defence ministry said
late Tuesday, amid rising
tensions between Tokyo
and Beijing.

Two Russian Tu-95
nuclear-capable strate-
gic bombers flew from
the Sea of Japan toward
the East China Sea to
rendezvous with two
Chinese H-6 bombers,
and performed a “long-
distance joint flight” in
the Pacific, the ministry

day that seven Russia
planes and two Chinese
planes had entered its air
defence zone.

Japan said on Sun-
day that Chinese carrier-
launched fighter jets
aimed radar at Japanese
military aircraft a day
carlier, an claim Beijing
disputed.

Beijing’s rising mili-
tary actions near Japan
follow Japanese Prime
Minister Sanae
Takaichi’s comment last
month that Tokyo could
respond to any Chinese
military action against
Taiwan that also threat-

which is a serious con-
cern for our national se-
curity.”
Japan’s fighter jets
slncl]y implemented air
efence identification

Japan also detected
simultaneous Russian
air force activity in the
Sea of Japan, consisting
of one carly-warning air-
craft A-50 and two Su-

sweeping tax and spend- | said. 30 fighters, the ministry measures,” Koizumi ened Japan’s security.

ing bill. But there have Four Chinese J-16 said. added. China and Russia
been some signs of rec- | fighter jets joined the Japanese Defence Russiannews agen- have been ramping up
onciliation. DOGE has | bombers as theymadea Minister  Shinjiro cies reported that the military cooperation in
disbanded with eight | round-trip flight between Koizumi saidinaposton Russian-Chinese joint recent years elsewhere,
months left to its man- | Japan's Okinawa and X on Wednesday that flight near Japan lasted ~ conducting joint opera-
date, the Office of Per- | Miyako islands, it the Russian and Chi- for eight hours, citing tions such as an anti-
sonnel Di- | added. The MiyakoStrait nese joint operations  Moscow” s defence min- missile training on Rus-

vandalism of Tesla cars.
“Ithink instead of doing
DOGE, Iwould have ba-

We stopped a lot of
funding that really just
made no sense, that was

faced slowing sales.
Musk and Trump
had a bitter public fall-

rector Scott Kupor told
Reuters earlier this
month.

between the two islands
is classified as interna-
tional waters.

were “clearly intended
as a show of force
against our nation,

istry.
South Korea’s mili-
tary also said on Tues-

sian territory and live-
fire naval exercises in the
South China Sea.




