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Quality Education and Character Building Key to
Nation’s Future: CM Balochistan

78,000 Intelligence-Based Operations Conducted in
Balochistan This Year: Home Department

Syed Muhammad Qaseem:

Balochistan has witnessed an
extensive crackdown against
terrorism during the current
year, with 78,000 intelligence-
based operations carried out
across the province, Additional
Chief Secretary (Home)
Muhammad Hamza Shafqat re-
vealed on Friday.

Addressing a joint press
conference along with DIG
Counter Terrorism Department
(CTD) Balochistan Aitzaz
Goraya, he said that 707 ter-
rorists have been killed or ar-
rested in various security op-
erations, reflecting intensified
counter-terrorism efforts in the
province.

Muhammad Hamza Shafqat
stated that the ongoing war
against terrorism has claimed
significant sacrifices, as 202 se-
curity personnel embraced mar-
tyrdom this year. To further
strengthen internal security, the
provincial government has al-
located Rs 2 billion for the for-
tification and upgradation of
police stations across

Snowfall likely to
disrupt traffic in
northern regions,

says NDMA

NEWS DESK:

The National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA) has fore-
cast rain and snowfall in the
country’s upper regions from
December 13 to 18, and has is-
sued an advisory in this regard.

According to the NDMA’s
National Emergency Operations
Centre (NEOC), rain and snowfall
are expected in upper Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa, Kohistan, Gilgit-
Baltistan, Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir, and parts of Balochistan. A
westerly wind system is likely to
affect northern and western Paki-
stan between December 13 and
15.

The advisory says the ex-
pected weather conditions may
lead to dense fog, with light to
moderate rain in the plains and
snowfall in mountainous and up-
per areas.

Heavy snowfall is likely in
Kohistan, the upper Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa, the higher areas of
Gilgit-Baltistan, and the moun-
tainous regions of Azad Kashmir.

The NDMA warned that
snowfall could disrupt traffic on
mountain roads and may lead to
road closures at some locations.

‘We will together
seize Haqiqi Azadi’:
CM Afridi asks PTI

supporters to be
ready in case call for

protest is made

NEWS DESK:

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) Chief
Minister Muhammad Sohail Afridi
asked PTI supporters on Sunday
to “be ready” in case a call was
made for a protest, adding that
“we will together seize [our]
Haqiqi Azadi (true freedom)” from
the country’s current rulers.

Afridi’s intimation came dur-
ing a PTI rally in Kohat, where he
reminded the crowd that incarcer-
ated PTI founder Imran Khan, had
delivered the message from jail of
“freedom or death”.

“So if we go this time around,
we will either return in shrouds or
after getting freedom,” he said,
adding that Imran had given the
responsibility of making deci-
sions — be it about talks with the
government or protests — to
Pakhtunkhwa Milli Awami Party
(PkMAP) Chairman Mehmood
Khan Achakzai and Senator
Allama Raja Nasir Abbas.*

The two leaders are part of
the opposition alliance Tehreek-
i-Tahafuz Ayeen-i-Pakistan
(TTAP) along with the PTI, which
has also nominated them as the
opposition leaders in the National
Assembly and Senate.

“For my part,” Afridi said, “I
met them and assured them of any
kind of support.”

He added, “So whenever a
call comes from them, you have
to be ready. And we will together
seize Haqiqi Azadi from them
(country’s current rulers).”

The CM claimed that “all in-
stitutions and the government
want to eliminate the PTI”.

Even the judiciary did not
heed PTI’s grievances, he said.

Without naming anyone, the
CM further stated:

“Those supposed to protect
us turn into out killers, and those
raised to protect our mandate,
stole it. Tell me then, what solu-
tion do we have?”

He said Punjab CM Maryam
Nawaz had been issuing advice
to him lately but she should fo-
cus on her province instead.

“I will listen to them now?”
he remarked, adding that “our
leader is Imran, and we will listen
to only him.

There will be only Imran’s
policy and rule here”.

He said Maryam should fo-
cus on her province, where, ac-
cording to a recent survey, police
had turned out to be the most
corrupt department in the coun-
try.

Our Correspondent:

SUI: Chief Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Bugti
has said that quality education,
character building, and holistic
training are the pillars on which
strong nations are built, empha-
sizing that military cadet col-
leges play a vital role in shap-
ing disciplined, responsible, and
patriotic youth.

Addressing the annual
Parents’ Day ceremony at
Military College Sui, the chief
minister stated that such insti-

tutions not only ensure aca-
demic excellence but also in-
still discipline, leadership quali-
ties, patriotism, and a sense of
national duty among students.
He said Military College Sui is
providing Balochistan’s youth
with modern education, prac-
tical training, and positive val-
ues, preparing them for future
leadership roles.

Mir Sarfraz Bugti paid
tribute to parents, acknowledg-
ing their guidance, sacrifices,
and continuous support as key
factors in the academic and
moral success of children. He

noted that Parents’ Day events
help strengthen coordination
and trust between parents and
educational institutions.

Commending the cadets
for their outstanding academic
results, discipline, and achieve-
ments in co-curricular activi-
ties, the chief minister said that
the youth of Balochistan pos-
sess immense potential which
can be transformed into a valu-
able national asset through
proper guidance and a condu-
cive environment.

He reaffirmed that the
Balochistan government

Balochistan.
He also confirmed the ar-

rest of three terrorists involved
in the murder of City SHO

Kharan, Qasim Baloch, follow-
ing a successful operation.
Highlighting international devel-
opments, he said the US State

Department has declared the
Baloch Liberation Army (BLA)
and Majeed Brigade as Foreign
Terrorist Organizations, term-

ing it a major diplomatic and
security breakthrough.

To pursue terrorists oper-
ating from abroad, the Home
Department has established a
special “Red Notice Cell”,
aimed at facilitating international
coordination and action against
suspects involved in terrorism
in Balochistan.

DIG CTD Aitzaz Goraya,
while briefing the media, dis-
closed that the arrested suspects
belong to the banned outfit BLF
and had received terrorist train-
ing in Afghanistan.

He said the accused
planned to kidnap SHO Qasim
Baloch, torture him, and record
propaganda videos, but the of-
ficer resisted the abduction at-
tempt and was shot dead.

The DIG added that gov-
ernment-issued SMGs and the
vehicle used in the crime have
been recovered from the sus-
pects. He further revealed that
the same group was also in-
volved in planning the attack on
the FC Headquarters in Noshki.
The arrested terrorists will be
produced before the court for
further legal proceedings.

places top priority on youth
education, training, and person-
ality development, and is tak-
ing practical measures to fur-
ther strengthen Military Col-
lege Sui and similar institutions.

Highlighting the need for
modern facilities, he said that
advanced educational re-
sources, sports infrastructure,
and basic amenities are essen-
tial for students’ all-round de-
velopment.

In this regard, he an-
nounced that second-year stu-
dents of Military College Sui
will be provided laptops.

The chief minister also an-
nounced solarization of the
college,

construction and rehabili-
tation of internal roads, devel-
opment of an outdoor sports
complex, and construction of
a new parade ground to im-
prove campus facilities.

Earlier, Commandant
Brigadier Muhammad Aamir
Ejaz briefed the chief minister
on the college’s performance,
academic standards, and future
development plans, and
thanked the provincial govern-
ment for its support.
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How Long Will Quetta Pay the Price
for SSGC and Federal Negligence?

Illegal Israeli Attack on Gaza Hospital Sparks
Outcry over Violation of Human Rights

By Samiullah:
In recent years, the Is-
rael-Palestine conflict
has witnessed numer-
ous escalations, result-
ing in the tragic loss of
countless lives and ex-
tensive damage to in-
frastructure. Among
the most shocking in-
cidents in this ongoing
conflict is the illegal
Israeli attack on a hos-
pital in Gaza, which
has sparked interna-
tional outrage and un-
derscores the pressing
need for international
intervention to protect
the most vulnerable
individuals caught in
the crossfire.

dren, the wounded,
and the elderly, were
directly affected by
this grave violation of
international law.
Lives were lost, and
the injured faced dire
circumstances with
limited access to
medical care. More-

over, such actions fur-
ther fuel the cycle of
violence in the region,
making it increasingly
difficult to achieve a
peaceful resolution to
the conflict.

The United Na-
tions and powerful na-
tions must step up and
play a pivotal role in
addressing the Israel-
Palestine conflict. The
concept that “the en-
emy of my enemy is
my friend” has been a
longstanding principle

in international rela-
tions. In this context, it
should translate into a
resolute commitment
to safeguard the rights
and safety of the most
vulnerable. Powerful
nations should exert
diplomatic pressure on
the conflicting parties

in his timeless work
“History of the
Peloponnesian War,”
underscored the im-
portance of rules in
times of war and
peace. He argued that
upholding these rules
is not a sign of weak-
ness but an essential

element of the interna-
tional order. The at-
tack on a hospital in
Gaza stands as a bla-
tant violation of these
principles and under-
scores the necessity of
enforcing them.

To Sum Up:
The illegal Israeli

attack on a hospital in
Gaza serves as a stark
reminder of the tragic
consequences that the
Israel-Palestine con-
flict continues to im-
pose on innocent lives.
It is imperative for the
international commu-
nity to unite in its ef-
forts to promote peace,
protect the most vul-
nerable,  and ensure
the principles of war
and peace are upheld.

As Thucydides
noted, these principles
are not a sign of weak-
ness but the corner-
stone of a just and hu-
mane world order.

It is high time for
the United Nations and
powerful nations to
take proactive mea-
sures to end the suf-
fering and work to-
wards a lasting solu-
tion in the region.

About the
Author:

The author, Mr.
Samiullah, holds an
M.Sc. in International
Relations from Quaid-
i-Azam University in
Islamabad and is also
a law graduate. He
currently serves as the
Public  Relations Of-
ficer for the Ministry
of Information and
Public Relations in
Balochistan. His
unique perspective on
international relations
and conflict resolution
adds depth and author-
ity to this article.

Hereditary Politics vs. Self-Made Leaders: Why
Privilege Fails the People

Qaseem Shah:
Politics in Pakistan has
long been dominated
by dynastic families,
where power is inher-
ited rather than
earned. While such
politicians often claim
experience and conti-
nuity, their record ex-
poses a harsh truth:
hereditary leadership
breeds entitlement, de-
tachment, and com-
promise, leaving ordi-
nary citizens’ struggles
ignored. Born into
privilege, raised in opu-
lent homes, and edu-
cated in elite institu-
tions, dynastic leaders
are often insulated
from the harsh realities
of poverty, unemploy-
ment, and social injus-
tice. For them, bunga-
lows, luxury cars,
armed convoys, and
protocol perks are not
luxuries but assumed
necessities. Over
time, these comforts
transform into entitle-
ment, making public
service a secondary
concern.

Worse, dynastic
politicians are bound
by political debts, fam-
ily obligations, and elite
alliances, which forces
them to compromise
on issues critical to na-
tional interest. Chal-
lenging corruption,
confronting anti-politi-
cal elements, or ad-
dressing systemic in-
equality often takes a
backseat to protecting
their personal and fam-
ily power. This creates
a leadership class that
is cautious, compro-
mised, and frequently
unwilling to act deci-
sively for the public
good.

In contrast, self-
made leaders emerge
from struggle, not in-
heritance, often from

challenge entrenched
interests, fight corrup-
tion, and prioritize pub-
lic service over per-
sonal gain.

History provides
numerous examples of
such leaders. Globally,
Nelson Mandela, im-
prisoned for decades
under apartheid, led
South Africa to justice
and reconciliation.
Lula da Silva, a former
factory worker, be-
came Brazil’s presi-
dent and implemented
programs that lifted
millions out of poverty.

humble or poor back-
grounds. They are in-
timately familiar with
the hardships of ordi-
nary citizens, and their
leadership is grounded
in empathy, account-
ability, and courage.
Free from the con-
straints of dynastic ob-
ligations, self-made
politicians are able to

Abraham Lincoln,
born into poverty, pre-
served the United
States during its grav-
est crisis and abolished
slavery—proving that
real leadership grows
from struggle, not com-
fort.

Pakistan’s political
landscape has its share
of self-made leaders

who contrasted
sharply with dynastic
elites. Abdul Ghaffar
Khan (Bacha Khan),
born into modest
means, dedicated his
life to nonviolence,
education, and the
rights of the Pashtuns.
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto,
though from a rela-
tively well-off family,
rose through political
activism and mass
mobilization rather
than relying solely on
inheritance, leaving a
profound imprint on
Pakistan’s political cul-

ture. More recently,
Imran Khan, initially a
cricket superstar, built
a political movement
emphasizing account-
ability and reform,
rooted in public en-
gagement rather than
family power. These
leaders exemplify that
real leadership is
earned, not inherited,

and it demands cour-
age, integrity, and con-
nection with the
people.

Dynastic politics,
in contrast, remains a
structural barrier to
progress in Pakistan.
Leaders born into
privilege often see
public service as an
entitlement rather than
a responsibility. Their
compromised inde-
pendence, obsession
with status and perks,
and reluctance to con-
front entrenched in-
terests make them ill-

equipped to address
pressing social and
economic challenges.
As long as politics is
dominated by inherited
privilege, the needs of
the poor and
marginalized remain
sidelined, and reforms
remain superficial.

In the end, self-
made leaders rooted

Editorial:
Quetta is once again at
the mercy of a winter cri-
sis that has become all
too familiar: low gas
pressure, unannounced
load shedding, and com-
plete administrative si-
lence. Every year, citi-
zens are told to “bear
with the situation” as
temperatures fall and
heaters, stoves,  and
geysers turn useless.
Yet the authorities re-
sponsible — Sui South-
ern Gas Company
(SSGC) and the federal
energy managers —
continue to operate with-
out accountability.

A City Freezing
While Authorities Look
Away

The people of
Balochistan are right to
ask: Why must Quetta
suffer the same crisis
every winter while no
structural reform is intro-
duced? Why are con-
sumers forced to pay
heavy bills for a service
that barely exists? And
why do officials in
Karachi and Islamabad
continue to treat
Balochistan’s gas issues
as a seasonal inconve-
nience rather than a gov-
ernance failure?

D e s p i t e
Balochistan being an
energy-producing re-

gion, i ts residents
struggle every winter
for the very resource ex-
tracted from their own
soil. This contradiction
reflects a deep-rooted
policy imbalance in the
federation,  where
Balochistan remains last
on the priority list — not
because of a shortage of
resources, but because
of a shortage of politi-
cal will.

SSGC’s Repeated
Excuses and Decades of
Mismanagement

The SSGC’s perfor-
mance adds another
layer of frustration.
Each year, the company
offers the same explana-
tions — “excessive de-
mand,” “pipeline pres-
sure issues,” “technical
challenges.” Yet no one
explains why these
problems remain unre-
solved despite decades
of complaints.  Why
have there been no sig-
nificant infrastructure
upgrades? Why has the
company failed to intro-
duce a clear winter man-
agement plan for
Quetta? Why is commu-
nication with consum-
ers absent? The unan-
nounced nature of the
load shedding exposes
a complete disregard for
public convenience.
When outages are not

The Inhuman
Act:

Targeting
Hospitals:

The Impact
of the

Attack:

International
Responsibility:

to adhere to the rules
of war and peace.

War, even when
waged between states
with longstanding con-
flicts, is subject to rules
and conventions. The
fundamental principle
of international hu-
manitarian law is to
protect civilians, in-
cluding the wounded,
children, and the eld-
erly. Hospitals are
meant to be sanctuar-
ies in times of conflict,
places where the in-
jured can receive
medical care without
fear of attack. Yet, the
attack on a hospital in
Gaza flagrantly vio-
lated these principles
and sent shockwaves
through the interna-
tional community.

The repercussions
of the attack on a hos-
pital in Gaza were
catastrophic. Innocent
civilians, including chil-

Thucydides’
Insights:

Rules of War
and Peace:
The ancient Greek

historian Thucydides,

in struggle, empathy,
and public service are
the only hope for
meaningful change.
True leadership re-
quires more than a
family name; it re-
quires vision, courage,
and the willingness to
put the people above
privilege, comfort, and
personal gain. For Pa-
kistan, the challenge is
clear: move away
from dynastic entitle-
ment and empower
leaders who have
earned the right to
lead.

scheduled or an-
nounced, families cannot
plan meals, heating, or
even basic daily rou-
tines. Hospitals and clin-
ics struggle to maintain
warm environments for
patients. Small busi-
nesses suffer. And in a
city where temperatures
can drop below freezing,
such negligence is not
just inconvenient — it is
dangerous.

F e d e r a l
Government’s Weak
Oversight and
Balochistan’s Low Prior-
ity

The federal govern-
ment cannot escape re-
sponsibility either. En-
ergy management is a na-
tional issue, and the pat-
tern of winter misman-
agement in Balochistan
reflects weak oversight,
poor planning, and an
unfair allocation of re-
sources. The silence of
policymakers during
these crises sends a
clear message: Quetta’s
suffering is not a prior-
ity.

What Quetta needs
is not another round of
hollow statements. It
needs a transparent win-
ter gas plan, proper in-
frastructure investment,
honest communication
with the public, and real
accountability for SSGC.
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8 suspects part of extortion network
arrested during raid at Sunni Tehreek chief’s

residence in Karachi: police

Apex court overturns DNA test order to
determine parentage

NEWS DESK: Karachi
police said on Sunday
that eight suspects, “in-
volved in running an ex-
tortion network” were
arrested during a raid at
the residence of Paki-
stan Sunni Tehreek (PST)
chairman Muhammad
Sarwat Ejaz Qadri in
Karachi.

Special Investiga-
tion Unit (SIU) Senior
Superintendent of Police
(SSP) Imran Khan con-
firmed Saturday night’s
development during a
press briefing in Karachi
today.

At the same time, he
also clarified that Qadri
was neither wanted by
police nor had he been
arrested. Moreover, the
official said police had
no evidence of the sus-
pects’ association with
any party.

The SSP also clari-
fied that police had
found no evidence of the
involvement of the PST
chief or any other mem-
ber in the extortion net-
work.

SSP Khan said mul-
tiple cases had been reg-
istered against the ar-
rested suspects, who
were associated with an

extortion network run by
two men, who he identi-
fied as Wasiullah Lakho
and Abdul Samad
Kathiawari.

These two “most-
wanted” suspects were
reportedly “in hiding
abroad”,  the official
said, adding that three
other suspects had been
playing a key role in run-
ning the extortion net-
work in Karachi. The of-
ficial identified those
three suspects as Mullah
Shahzaib, Jawwad alias
Waja Qadri  and
Rehanuddin.

NEWS DESK: Overturn-
ing a lower court order
for a DNA test to ascer-
tain the parentage of a
petitioner, the Supreme
Court has ruled that the
right to privacy —
recognised as an entitle-
ment to personal sanc-
tuary — requires pro-
tecting individuals from
undue intrusion into
their private lives.

“The unnecessary
public challenge to the
paternity of a person in-
herently res-ults in soci-
etal embarrassment, hu-
miliation, and severe
psychological stigma,”
observed Justice
Muhammad Hashim
Khan Kakar while ac-
cepting an appeal filed
by petit ioner Khalid
Hameed. On Nov 3, 2022,
a special judge of the
Anti-Corruption Court,
Pakpattan, had ordered
the respective circle of-
ficer to conduct DNA
tests of the petitioner
and one Mohammad
Haneef, holding that the
real dispute in an inher-
itance matter centred on
the petitioner’s pater-
nity.

The directive was
challenged through a re-
vision petition before
the Lahore High Court,
which rejected the plea
on Dec 6, 2022.

The controversy
involved several
res-pondents allegedly

involved in forgery and
corruption pertaining to
a material alteration of
the petitioner’s parent-
age in educational
records, purportedly to
deprive him of his right-
ful inheritance.

The Supreme Court
said challen-ges to pa-
ternity must not be taken
light--ly, as compelling a
DNA test  without
ade-quate grounds in-
herently casts serious
aspersions on the char-
acter and moral integrity
of the mother — a course
the top court has previ-
ously declared imper-
missible. Such judicial
directives, when lacking
proper legal basis,
amount to an unwar-
ranted intrusion into the
sanctity of family life
and a woman’s reputa-
tion, which should never
be tolerated under the

gui-se of legal process,
observed Justice Kak-ar,
who was heading a two-
judge bench.

“This protection ex-
tends to personal data,
communications, family
life, and all facets of the
personal sphere against
un--w-arranted interfer-
ence by the state or
pri-v-a-te entities,” the
six-page judgement said.

Justice Kakar ob-
served that any
de--m-and for a DNA
test, particularly to de-
termine parentage, en-
croaches upon funda-
mental privacy rights, as
genetic information con-
tains comprehensive
data about lineage and
physical characteristics.
These fundamental
rights, the jud-gement
said, safeguard bodily
integrity and ensure an
individual’s autonomy

to refuse unsolicited
medical procedures.

The right conferred
under Article 14 does
not concern any pre-
mises, home or office,
but the person — the
man or woman wherever
he or she may be, Jus-
tice Kakar underscored.
He said that obtaining
someone’s DNA with-
out due process funda-
mentally violates rights
to privacy, autonomy,
and liberty, as it involves
extracting extre-mely
sensitive personal infor-
mation.

While intrinsically
linked to the rig-hts to
existence and au-
tonomy, the right to pri-
vacy has evolved into an
independent fundamen-
tal guarantee under Ar-
ticle 14, representing the
ultimate honour of the
human person and the

essence of individuality,
the judgement stated. It
protects a zone of choice
and self-determination,
enabling individuals to
make intimate decisions
without fear of surveil-
lance or unauthorised
disclosure.

“The inviolability of
privacy is direc-tly
linked with the dignity
of man,” Jus-tice Kakar
remarked, adding that
preserving human dig-
nity requires safeguard-
ing privacy from inva-
sion and unlawful intru-
sion. The judgement
warned that such en-
croachment carries the
serious risk of misuse or
unauthorised dissemi-
nation of an individual’s
genetic blueprint, poten-
tially causing grave per-
sonal and professional
harm. The right to liberty
under Article 9, it said,
goes beyond protection
from physical detention
and encompasses free-
dom from arbitrary or
purposeless restraints
on personal autonomy
that are inconsistent
with public interest or
statutory provisions.

A judicial order for
DNA testing without
consent or legal justifi-
cation, therefore, is not
a mere procedural flaw
but one that causes pro-
found adverse effects on
an individual’s life and
dignity.

Three boys martyred in KP’s
Bannu as quadcopter crashes

NEWS DESK: : Three
young boys were
martyred and another in-
jured after a quadcopter
crashed in a residential
area of Mamand Khel in
Bannu on Saturday, resi-
dents said.

Also, the Sheikh
Landik police post in
Bannu came under at-
tack, where terrorists
carried out assaults us-
ing quadcopters and
sniper fire on Friday, ac-
cording to police.

They said terrorists
dropped two
quadcopter bombs,
while sniper firing was
also carried out from an-
other direction. Both
quadcopter bombs ex-
ploded after landing
near the police post
building. However, no
loss of life was reported.

On Saturday, how-
ever, locals said the
quadcopter crashed in
the Pattona Mamand
Khel area of Bannu, kill-
ing Faisal, 16, Abrar, 20,
and Muhammad, 12, and
injuring nine-year-old
Muhammad Aiman.

Afghan girl killed in

Lower South Waziristan
IED blast Soon after the
crash, rescue and secu-
rity personnel reached
the site as locals
reached the spot. Secu-
rity forces cordoned off
the area and launched an
investigation to ascer-
tain the nature and ori-
gin of the drone.

Police claimed the
Sheikh Landik police
post had been targeted
repeatedly, with at least
14 terrorist  attacks
within a month.

A minor Afghan girl
was killed and a bridge
was destroyed after a
powerful IED blast oc-
curred on the Wana-
Karikot Road in Lower
South Waziristan on
Saturday, police offi-
cials said.

Lower South
Waziristan DPO
Muhammad Tahir Shah
Wazir said the explosion
took place near a bridge,
causing severe struc-
tural damage.

According to
sources, the bridge col-
lapsed due to the inten-
sity of the blast, disrupt-

NOCs to Binance, HTX not ‘blanket approvals’ but first
step under supervised entry framework: Bilal bin Saqib

NEWS DESK: Chairman
of the Pakistan Virtual
Assets Regulatory Au-
thority (PVARA) Bilal
Bin Saqib has said that
the no-objection certifi-
cates (NOCs) issued to
global cryptocurrency
exchanges Binance and
HTX were not a “blan-
ket approval” but the
“first step under a risk-
mitigated, phased, su-
pervised entry frame-
work”.

Saqib’s video state-
ment, televised on Sun-
day, comes after Pakistan
gave initial clearance for
Binance and HTX on Fri-
day to register with regu-
lators to set up local
subsidiaries and begin
preparations for full ex-
change licence applica-
tions.

The clearances al-
low the exchanges to
register on the Anti-
Money Laundering sys-
tem, set up local units
and prepare full applica-
tions.

Speaking about the
development, Saqib said
the issuance of the
NOCs to Binance and
HTX was the “first prac-
tical step” that reflected
a “new mindset”.

He further said that
the step was based on
the “Pakistan-first” ap-
proach.

The SSP said the
Karachi additional in-
spector general had con-
stituted a special task
force for action against
extortion last week. The
team comprised west
zone deputy inspector
general (DIG), Crime In-
vestigation Agency DIG,
central SSP and SIU SSP,
he added.

Two days ago, he
continued, the SIU ar-
rested suspect
Rehanuddin in an in-
jured condition. “He is
named in a case of extor-
tion and firing at a car

showroom, which was
registered at  the
Jamshed Quarters police
station a month ago.”

“During initial inter-
rogation, the suspect re-
vealed the names of
other members and
heads of the [extortion]
group,” the official said,
adding that based on the
information shared by
him, the SIU and central
police conducted a joint
raid in the jurisdiction of
Rizvia police station on
Saturday night.

Seventeen people
were detained during the

ing traffic in the area.
The explosion also
caused partial damage to
a nearby house and a
private vehicle parked
close to the site.

Police said that at
the time of the blast, the
minor Afghan girl was
present on the roof of
her house. The force of
the explosion caused a
portion of the roof to col-
lapsed, leaving her criti-
cally injured.

Local residents
rushed to the scene and
shifted the injured girl to
the District Headquar-
ters (DHQ) Hospital in
Wana for emergency
treatment. Hospital offi-
cials said she was in a
critical condition upon
arrival and later suc-
cumbed to her injuries
despite efforts by doc-
tors to save her.

Following the ex-
plosion,  police cor-
doned off the area, col-
lected evidence from the
site, and launched an in-
vestigation to trace the
perpetrators and deter-
mine the nature of the ex-
plosive device.

Saqib detailed that
by working under a su-
pervised entry frame-
work, authorities had
been able to establish
“control” in three areas,
namely money launder-
ing and terrorism financ-
ing; transparency of
ownership and fitness
and propreitary checks;
and paving the way for
licensing through the
enforcement of
timelines.

“It is mandatory for
every platform to regis-
ter on the AML [system]
and have direct linkages
with the financial moni-
toring unit,” he said, fur-
ther asserting that no

platform would be al-
lowed entry in the coun-
try without “disclosures
and verification”.

Moreover, he said,
the process of licensing
would be initiated for
entities after they would
“move forward in line
with Pakistan’s law and
with its oversight”.

Saqib said this
model was not unique to
Pakistan and the world’s
leading financial centres
had been approaching
new industries in a
phased manner.

Reiterating that a
“Pakistan-first  ap-
proach” was being em-
ployed in the crypto

sector, he said, “We will
first control this indus-
try and then scale it.”

He said Pakistan
ranked among the
world’s top three
“crypto-adoption coun-
tries”, adding that it was
estimated that there
were 30 to 40 million
crypto users in the coun-
try. “They have adopted
this industry without
any regulatory frame-
work, classroom and
education,” he said.
“The good thing here is
that this shows that our
youth is world class. But
are our systems world
class? Are our regula-
tions world class?”

Saqib further ques-
tioned whether it would
be wise for the state to
stay out of a sector in
which people were in-
volved on an extensive
scale.

“You cannot ignore
innovation,” he said,
stressing that not intro-
ducing the “right policies
will weaken the country
and make people un-
safe”. Keeping this in
view, he continued, “our
country’s leadership has
tried to narrow this gap”.

Stressing the need
for regulation, he said
countries that would
take an early initiative in
this regard would be able
to attract capital.

“Few countries
have the opportunity
that Pakistan has,” he
said, adding, “We are
not trying to promote
crypto but to regulate it
as people here have al-
ready adopted it.

“Our country is the
fifth-most populous
country with tech-savvy
youth and where digital
adoption is growing
fast. But, the [country
will be able to] benefit
from this talent when
they have a legal, struc-
tured path [to follow].
When they will have a
framework. Otherwise,
they will leave.”

Justice Jahangiri likely to appear
as defendant in his own court

ceived the notice and
submitted it to his cham-
ber. They added that
Justice Jahangiri
dec-ided to appear be-
fore the bench at the next
hearing. While Justice
Jahangiri along with
four other IHC judges —
Justices Mohsin Akhtar
Kayani, Babar Sattar,
Sardar Ejaz Ishaq Khan,
and Saman Rafat Imtiaz
— had earlier app-eared
before the Sup-reme
Court as well on the
same matter, it is not yet
clear whether his fellow
judges will accompany
him in the IHC on Mon-
day. However, lawyers
are expected to attend
the proceedings to ex-
press solidarity with
him. According to
for--mer president of the
Islamabad High Court
Bar Association Riasat
Ali Azad, he, along with
scores of lawyers, will
be present in the court-
room during the hearing.

The petition, filed
by Advocate Mian
Dawood under Article
199 of the Constitution,
seeks a judicial determi-
nation on whether Jus-
tice Jahangiri lawfully
holds the office of a
high court judge in view
of allegations concern-
ing his LLB degree ob-
tained from the Univer-
sity of Karachi (KU).

According to the
order, the bench ob-

served that the peti-
tioner had challenged
the judge’s eligibility to
hold office rather than
alleging misconduct.

As such, the matter
did not fall within the ex-
clusive jurisdiction of
Article 209 of the Con-
stitution, which governs
proceedings before the
Supreme Judicial Coun-
cil. During the hearings,
IHC Chief Justice Dogar
consistently observed
that the petition raised a
direct question of quali-
fication, whether the re-
spondent fulfilled the
statutory requirements
to hold judicial office,
which could be exam-
ined through a writ of
quo warranto.  The
bench also noted that
the SC had already di-
rected the IHC to pro-
ceed with the matter in
accordance with law.The
court order referred to a
report submitted by KU
through the Higher Edu-
cation Commission
(HEC), which high-
lighted several discrep-
ancies in the academic
record of the degree in
question.

According to the
report ,  a candidate
named “Tariq
Mehmood” obtained an
LLB degree in 1991 un-
der enrolment number
5968. However, univer-
sity records showed that
the same enrolment

number had already
been issued to another
student, Imtiaz Ahmed,
in 1987. The report fur-
ther stated that the tran-
script for LLB Part-I was
issued in the name
“Tariq Jahangiri”, while
the inquiry revealed that
the judge had also been
assigned a separate en-
rolment number (7124)
for the same degree
programme. The commit-
tee observed that this
violated university
rules, which allow only
one enrolment number
for the entire duration of
a degree. According to
the inquiry findings, the
existence of multiple
identities, duplicate en-
rolment numbers, and
conflicting transcripts
rendered the academic
credentials “invalid”, al-
though the committee
stopped short of declar-
ing the degree “bogus”.

The report  also
noted that the candidate
had been debarred for
three years in 1988 on
grounds of using unfair
means but later ap-
peared in examinations
under a different name.

The university al-
leged collusion with
staff and impersonation
of other enrolled stu-
dents, following which
the results were can-
celled and a three-year
ban was imposed, effec-
tive until 1992.

NEWS DESK: Justice
Tariq Mehmood
Jahangiri is likely to ap-
pear as a defendant be-
fore the Isla-mabad High
Court (IHC) to face ac-
cusations that surfaced
in a petition that chal-
lenged his appointment
over a controversy re-
lated to his law degree.

A division bench
comprising Islamabad
High Court Chief Justice
Sardar Muhammad
Sarfraz Dogar and Jus-

tice Muhammad Azam
Khan will take up the
matter for further pro-
ceedings on Monday
(tomorrow).

In a detailed written
order issued on Dec 9,
the IHC held that the
question regarding the
validity of Justice
Jahangiri’s law degree
fell squarely within the
scope of a writ of quo
warranto — his right to
hold public office.

The two-member

bench ruled that the pe-
tition was maintainable
and set aside the office
objection earlier raised
by the registrar.

The bench had also
gra-nted Justice
Jahangiri thr-ee days to
respond to the facts un-
earthed till date.

The registrar’s of-
fice served the notice at
the judge’s chamber due
to t ime constraints.
Sources said court staff
of Justice Jahangiri re-

raid, he said, adding that
nine weapons, including
G-3 rifles, submachine
guns and pistols, were
also confiscated.

Initial investigation
showed that eight of the
detained suspects had
criminal records, includ-
ing Mullah Shahzaib and
Jawwad. Apart from
them, three suspects ac-
cused of firing while car-
rying out extortion ac-
tivities and three “facili-
tators” were arrested, he
added. Ten cases had
been registered with the
SIU against nine sus-
pects involved in extor-
t ion,  including
Rehanuddin, the SSP
said. He said further in-
vestigation of the matter
was under way.

Replying to a ques-
tion, he said if it was es-
tablished that anyone
had provided shelter to
the suspects or kept
them in hiding, action
would be taken against
that individual as well.

He also confirmed
that among the sus-
pects, Rehanuddin had
contested elections in
2024 as an independent
candidate for an MNA
seat.
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Sindh CM monitors under-construction Redline BRT project
KARACHI (INP):
Sindh’s Chief Minister
Murad Ali Shah on Sun-
day said that develop-
ment projects will bring
revolution in the eco-
nomic and social life of
Karachi.

State Bank of Pakistan (SBP)
exempts Gwadar Free Zones

from FEPF, undoing dollar role

Ayaz congratulates
independent group on

success in PBC elections

Sindh’s CM  visited
various points to moni-
tor the under-construc-
tion Red Line Bus Rapid
Transit Project.

Murad Ali Shah
said that the Red Line
has been a key strategic

public transport project,
meant to provide rapid,
safe and environment
friendly travel facility to
citizens adding that no
compromise will be made
over the quality of devel-
opment projects.

“The People’s Party
has fulfilled the promise
of providing a rapid, safe
and modern travel facil-
ity to citizens of Karachi.
“Flyovers, underpasses,
bus stations and service
roads are gift to general

public,” CM Shah said.
“The Red Line

project will bring down
traffic congestion and
enhance travel facility,”
Murad Ali Shah said.

He said the quick
completion of Redline

PM Shehbaz launches national regulatory
reforms to facilitate businesses

Education minister reviews
ESSI programs

and Shahrah-e-Bhutto
projects is necessary for
providing modern civic
facilities in the city.

Murad Ali Shah
was informed in a brief-
ing over the BRT project
that the Redline Corridor

is comprises of two
phases. The Phase-I of
the project has been
from Mosmiyat to Malir
Halt. “In first phase over
all seven modern bus
stations are being con-
structed including

Kings Cottage, Safoora,
Race Course, Malir
Cantt, Tank Chowk and
Tipu Sultan stations,”
chief minister briefed.
Tipu Sultan station has
been added to the project
as additional facility.

LAHORE (INP):  Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
has launched national
regulatory reforms aimed
at facilitating business-
men and attract foreign
direct investment.

Addressing a cer-
emony in Lahore on Sat-
urday, Prime Minister
Shehbaz said this regu-
latory framework is a
quantum jump which will
facilitate business com-
munity, industrialists,
agriculture and foreign
direct investment from
Europe, Far East and the
Middle East.

The PM said this
will also take care of
waste of time and re-
sources that lead to cor-
ruption and nepotism.
He said this has been
the demand of the people
of Pakistan for decades.

Shehbaz Sharif
mentioned that he has
entrusted the Board of
Investment to lead
Asaan Karobaar techni-
cal unit, a dedicated
body tasked with con-
tinuous regulatory mod-
ernization and aligning
Pakistan's business en-
vironment with interna-
tional best practices.

He emphasized for
materializing and imple-
menting these landmark
reforms at a fast speed
so that the people of Pa-
kistan can feel the
change. Alluding to the
dire economic situation
back in March 2024,
Shehbaz Sharif said Pa-
kistan is now economi-
cally out of woods be-
cause of the untiring ef-
forts. He said our eco-
nomic indicators are

wonderful.
He mentioned that

the IMF has also ap-
proved a tranche of 1.2
billion dollars.

Shehbaz Sharif said
Pakistan has a youth
bulge and we are offer-
ing them vast opportu-
nities for vocational
training and interna-
tional certification so
that they can find pro-
ductive jobs not only in
Pakistan but also
abroad.  Shehbaz Sharif
said the government is
now focusing on the
economic growth and to
bring investment in at-
tractive sectors such as
agriculture,  IT and
mines and minerals.

In her remarks on
the occasion, UK Min-
ister of State for Inter-
national Development

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): In a major de-
velopment, State Bank
of Pakistan (SBP) has
finally exempted
Gwadar Free Zones
from Foreign Ex-
change Policy Frame-
work (FEPF), a sig-
nificant move that will
allow all companies
working in Gwadar
South Free Zone and
Gwadar North Free
Zone to directly con-
vert RMB into Paki-
stan rupee eliminating
the role of currency of
dollar once for all.

Since the
operationalization of
Gwadar Free Zones in
2023, companies were
unable to run RMB
currency account and
retain RMB currency,
Gwadar Pro reported
on Friday.

As per previous

rules, they had to con-
vert RMB into dollar
and then into Pakistan
Rupee. Owning to de-
duction on currency
exchange rate, com-
panies had to suffer
financial loss.

Finally, on De-
cember 11, a high-
level follow-up meet-
ing chaired by Addi-
tional Secretary Min-
istry of Maritime re-
vealed that under
SBP’s order, Chinee
companies and foreign
companies in both
Gwadar Free Zones
are exempted from
FEPF and they will be
able to maintain spe-
cial foreign currency
accounts

(SFCAs) with
retainment of 50 per-
cent earnings in for-
eign currency for
trade payments and

PESHAWAR (INP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Minister for Labour
Faisal Khan Tarkai vis-
ited the Employees So-
cial Security Institution
(ESSI) Head Office here,
where he reviewed vari-
ous departments of the
institution.

The Minister in-
spected the Polyclinic
Hospital’s OPD, labora-
tory, and other medical
sections, and examined
the facilities being pro-
vided in detail.

Following the visit,
Minister Faisal Khan
Tarkai chaired a high-
level meeting attended
by Secretary Labour /
ESSI Commissioner
Mian Adil Iqbal, Vice
Commissioner Waseem
Ahmad Khan, Director
Medical, and other rel-

evant officers.
During the meeting,

the ESSI Secretary gave
a detailed briefing on the
institution’s establish-
ment, structure, func-
tions, healthcare infra-
structure,  revenue
sources, and expendi-
tures. The minister was
informed that ESSI was
established in 1970 and
is operating on a self-
sustained basis under
the 2021 Act.

C o n t r i b u t i o n s
amounting to 6% of em-
ployees’ wages from
registered organizations
serve as the institution’s
Primary source of in-
come. Through one hos-
pital, a polyclinic, and 39
medical units, ESSI pro-
vides free treatment and
medicines to workers
and their families. It was

further explained that
workers receive 75% to
100% of their salaries in
case of illness, full sal-
ary for 12 weeks in case
of maternity, a stipend
for 180 days in the event
of a workplace injury,
and pensions or gratu-
ity in case of disability
or death.

The institution has
introduced LMIS and
HMIS as part of its digi-
talization efforts, while
e-cards have been is-
sued to more than
126,000 workers.

Recent achieve-
ments also include the
establishment of an
M&CC unit in Peshawar,
construction of a 24-bed
hospital in DI Khan, and
installation of solar sys-
tems in medical centers.

Minister Faisal

Khan Tarkai also distrib-
uted laptops among doc-
tors for the implementa-
tion of the Hospital In-
formation Management
System (HIMS).

The minister said
that online systems will
ensure financial trans-
parency, improved
record management, and
timely delivery of ser-
vices to the public.

Minister Faisal
Khan Tarkai said that
merit, transparency, and
public service are the
government’s top priori-
ties. He added that the
use of solar systems is
being increased to con-
serve energy, and that
institutional issues will
be resolved on a priority
basis to ensure the best
possible facilities for
workers.

Pakistan looks to Chinese Investors as It
launches Tea commercialisation strategy

KP CM directs Food
Department to beef up

actions against profiteers

Baroness Jenny
Chapman acknowledged
that Pakistan is full of
potential.  She said the
government's economic
reforms are making a
positive difference to the
business community in-
cluding the UK inves-
tors.   Referring to the ris-
ing business confidence
in Pakistan, Baroness
Jenny Chapman said this
is benefitting over two
hundred British compa-
nies which operate and
invest in Pakistan.

She was confident
that the national regula-
tory reforms would pave
the way for more UK in-
vestments in Pakistan,
mentioning that these
reforms would break
down barriers to invest-
ment and development in
Pakistan.

remittances.  Senior
representatives from
State Bank of Paki-
stan,

Federal Bureau
of Revenue, China
Overseas Ports Hold-
ing Company, Gwadar
Port Authority and Fi-
nance Division partici-
pated in the meeting.

Earlier in June this
year, the federal gov-
ernment had proposed
to Gwadar Free Zone
Company

(GFZC) to con-
sider retention of 50%
in Special Foreign Cur-
rency Accounts
(SFCAs). GFZC had
agreed to this proposal
as a short-term solu-
tion.

The committee
explored other mecha-
nisms to increase this
retention policy from
50% to 100% to bring

it in par with Export
Processing Zones
(SEZs).

The committee
also proposed a com-
prehensive Act for
Gwadar Free Zone to
incorporate all regula-
tions, incentives and
exemptions in line with
SEZ Act 2012. The
federal government
has already issued the
GFZ Tax Rules in
2022. However, the
said rules do not in-
clude the exemptions
from Foreign Ex-
change Regulations
Act of 1947.

The committee
plans to propose long-
term solutions within a
week. In the mean-
while, GFZC will con-
sult legal advisory to
identify particular
amendments in FERA
1947.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Speaker National As-
sembly, Sardar Ayaz
Sadiq has extended
heartfelt congratula-
tions to Federal Minis-
ter for Law and Justice
Senator Azam Nazeer
Tarar, Ahsan Bhoon,
and other members of
the Independent Group
on their remarkable
success in the Pakistan
Bar Council (PBC)
elections.

NA Speaker also
conveyed his best
wishes to all lawyers
elected in the Pakistan
Bar Council elections.

He said that the
role of the legal frater-
nity in strengthening
democracy and pro-
moting democratic val-
ues is highly commend-
able. Ayaz Sadiq em-
phasized that the law-
yers’ community plays
a pivotal role in safe-

guarding citizens’ rights
and ensuring the deliv-
ery of justice.

He said that law-
yers are the custodians
of constitutional su-
premacy and the rule
of law in the country.

Ayaz assured the
newly elected members
of the Pakistan Bar
Council of his full sup-
port in addressing the
issues faced by the le-
gal fraternity.

He stressed that
close coordination and
cooperation between
the Bench and the Bar
are essential for the ef-
fective dispensation of
justice.

Ayaz Sadiq prayed
for the success of the
newly elected members
and expressed hope that
they would continue to
serve the cause of jus-
tice with dedication and
integrity.

PESHAWAR (INP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Chief Minister
Muhammad Sohail
Afridi here Saturday di-
rected the Food Depart-
ment to beef up actions
against profiteering and
hoarding of essential
commodities. He empha-
sized that the availabil-
ity of food items at offi-
cially notified prices
must be ensured across
the province. Chairing
an important  meeting of
the Food Department at
the Chief Minister’s
Secretariat, Peshawar,
the Chief Minister also
directed that field visits
be increased to enhance
public relief and facilita-
tion, and that a compre-
hensive plan be devised
to achieve self-suffi-
ciency in food grains.

He further directed
the department to take
effective measures to
enhance wheat storage
capacity, stressing the
adoption of modern

technology and world
best practices for stor-
age. The meeting was
briefed on the province’s
wheat supply and de-
mand situation and was
informed that Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa’s annual
wheat requirement
stands at 5.3 million met-
ric tons. Of this, 1.4 mil-
lion metric tons are met
through local produc-
tion, while the remaining
3.8 million metric tons
are procured from other
provinces. It was further
informed that over the
past six months, the
Food Directorate carried
out 186,312 inspections
of food-related busi-
nesses. During these in-
spections, 8,802 shops
were challaned and fines
amounting to Rs. 31.408
million were imposed.

Briefing the meeting
on the performance of
the Food Safety and
Halal Food Authority, it
was informed that from
January to December.

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): Pakistan on
Thursday formally
launched its Domestic
Tea Cultivation and
Commercialisation
Strategy, but officials
and experts made
clear that the plan’s
success will depend
heavily on attracting
international investors,
with Chinese invest-
ment under the China-
Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) seen
as the most promising
and transformative
option.

Supported by the
Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO),
the strategy aims to
reduce Pakistan’s
USD 650 million an-
nual tea import bill by
initiating large-scale
tea cultivation in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP), Gwadar Pro re-
ported on Friday.

The roadmap tar-
gets 600 acres of pri-
vately operated tea
gardens in Mansehra
by 2030, expected to
produce 2,500 metric

tons of green leaf an-
nually and serve as the
foundation for a fully
integrated tea industry
by 2040. Federal Min-
ister for Planning De-
velopment and Special
Initiative Ahsan Iqbal
said the country’s
broader agricultural
modernization, rein-
forced by China’s
training of 1,000 Paki-
stani agricultural sci-
entists, has positioned
Pakistan to diversify
into high-value crops.

“Effective mea-
sures in tea process-
ing, packaging, and
branding will enable
Pakistani tea to secure
a distinguished position
in the global market,”
he said. FAO’s Na-
tional Tea Policy Con-
sultant Dr.
Muhammad Khurshed
underscored that in-
vestor confidence is
rising, but Chinese
partners remain
uniquely aligned with
Pakistan’s needs.

“One Chinese in-
vestor tested
Mansehra’s soil here

and in China and
came back ready to
begin commercial
work. If the Chinese
are involved, they will
make it happen,” he
said, adding that
bringing such investors
under CPEC would
ensure stronger insti-
tutional backing from
both governments.

International Tea
Consultant Dr. Jhon
Snell also stressed the
critical role of exter-
nal financing.

“There are CPEC
partners interested in
investment in tea pro-
duction from planta-
tion to consumer-
packaged goods,” he
said, noting that offi-
cial approval of the
programme has
“opened up external
funding sources im-
measurably.”

FAO officials em-
phasized that the long-
term success of
Pakistan’s tea sector
will hinge on sustained
foreign investment,
robust extension ser-
vices and globally

competitive process-
ing standards, areas
where Chinese col-
laboration has already
begun. FAO KP Head
of Office Mujibur
Rahman highlighted
the strategic urgency:
Pakistan consumes
252,000 tons of tea
annually and imports
99% of it.

He added that tea
cultivation can also
fuel tea tourism, with
potential integration
with CPEC connectiv-
ity projects and as well
as other major routes
including Kalam and
Malam Jabba in Swat.

By 2040, the strat-
egy envisions a
workforce of 10,000 in
KP’s tea fields, sup-
porting an estimated
70,000 rural residents.

The plan includes
distributing proven
Chinese and Sri
Lankan tea clones
through national nurs-
eries and offers in-
vestment opportunities
via smallholder, clus-
ter-farm and plantation
models.

MULTAN/MUZAFFARGARH: Chairman Senate Syed Yousaf Raza Gillani speaks to the media at the
dera of former federal minister Mehr Irshad Sial.

ISLAMABAD: Hon'ble Mr Justice Yahya Afridi, Chief Justice of Pakistan/ Chairman Law and Justice Commission of Pakistan
chairing the 56th meeting of National Judicial Policy Making Committee at Supreme Court of Pakistan.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif addresses the launching
ceremony of National Regulatory Reforms.
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Governor Balochistan Attends Desert
Challenge 2025 in Jhal Magsi

Sabzal Road Flyover: Rumours
Baseless, Major Traffic Relief Soon

5.0 Magnitude Earthquake
Hits Balochistan, Pakistan

Asif Kareem
Khetran

BARKHAN:A mod-
erate earthquake with
a magnitude of 5.0
struck Balochistan,
Pakistan, on Decem-
ber 13, 2025, at 20:53
PST.
The quake’s epicenter
was located 30 kilo-
meters east of
Barkhan, with a depth
of 25 kilometers and
coordinates of 29.90
°N latitude and 69.83

°E longitude.
According to the

Pakistan Meteorologi-
cal Department
(PMD), tremors were
felt in Barkhan,
Musakhel, and sur-
rounding areas, caus-
ing panic among resi-
dents. However, no
immediate reports of
casualties or damage
have been reported.

The earthquake is
a reminder of the
region’s seismic vul-

nerability, with fre-
quent tectonic activity.
Authorities are moni-
toring the situation,
and emergency ser-
vices are on high alert.

Affected Areas:
Barkhan
Musakhel
Quetta
Ziarat
Harnai
Muslim Bagh
Earthquake De-

tails:
Magnitude: 5.0

Depth: 25 km
Epicenter: 30 km

East of Barkhan,
Balochistan

Time: 20:53 PST,
December 13, 2025

The Provincial Di-
saster Management
Authority

(PDMA) is coor-
dinating with local au-
thorities to assess
damage and provide
relief to 5.0 Magnitude
Earthquake Hits
Balochistan, Pakistan.

Munir Ahmed Khan Kakar Elected to
Pakistan Bar Council

Staff Reporter:
QUETTA: Senior
lawyer Munir Ahmed
Khan Kakar has been
elected as a member
of the Pakistan Bar
Council, drawing
widespread congratu-
lations from the legal
fraternity across
Balochistan. Law-
yers’ bodies, bar asso-
ciations and senior ad-
vocates have hailed
his victory as a signifi-
cant achievement for
the province’s legal
community.

Members of the
legal fraternity said
that Munir Ahmed
Khan Kakar’s suc-
cess reflects his long-
standing professional
services,

principled stance
and consistent struggle
for the rights of law-
yers.

He has remained
actively engaged in
promoting the rule of
law, constitutional su-
premacy and collec-

tive interests of the le-
gal community.

It may be men-
tioned here that Munir
Ahmed Khan Kakar is
regarded as one of the
senior and experi-
enced lawyers from
Balochistan, with de-
cades of association
with the legal profes-
sion.

He has played a
leading role in guiding
young lawyers and in
organising profes-
sional lawyers on key
legal and constitutional
issues.

Legal experts ex-
pressed hope that his
representation in the
Pakistan Bar Council
would effectively
highlight the issues
faced by lawyers from
Balochistan and con-
tribute positively to ju-
dicial reforms, protec-
tion of lawyers’ rights
and strengthening
democratic and legal
institutions in the
country.

Web Desk:
QUETTA: Authorities
have strongly refuted
viral  social media
rumours claiming that
the CPEC-aligned
Sabzal Road is being de-
molished or abandoned,
labelling the reports
“completely baseless
and misleading”.

Deputy Project Di-
rector of the Chief
Minister’s Quetta Devel-
opment Package, Engr.
Abid Mahmood, con-
firmed on Thursday that

the project is progress-
ing exactly on schedule.

 “Asphalt removal
on the designated por-
tion has been completed,
and piling work for the
Sabzal Road–Samingli
Road flyover will start
tomorrow,” he stated.

The upcoming
flyover is a flagship com-
ponent of Quetta’s new
North–South Corridor
under the Quetta Devel-
opment Package and the
broader China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor

(CPEC) framework. Once
completed, it will dra-
matically reduce travel
time from Sariab Custom
to Quetta International
Airport from over an
hour to just 20 minutes
by bypassing the con-
gested Red Zone and
Zarghoon Road.

Currently, the city
depends on only two
heavily overloaded
North–South routes,
Sariab Road (passing
through Zarghoon Road
and high-security zones)

and the Western By-
pass.  The new elevated
corridor is expected to
redistribute traffic and
substantially ease
chronic congestion on
both arteries.

Engr.  Abid
Mahmood urged citi-
zens to ignore misinfor-
mation and rely solely on
official updates.

“This project will
bring long-term trans-
formation to Quetta’s
traffic system,” he
added.

Balochistan Agriculture
Minister Stresses Importance of

Agricultural Development

QUETTA: Provincial
Minister for Agricul-
ture and Cooperatives,
Mir Ali Hassan Zehri,
has emphasized that
the agriculture sector
is the backbone of
Balochistan's develop-
ment and prosperity.
He stated that all on-
going development
projects in the depart-
ment should be com-
pleted on time to ben-
efit the province's
farmers.

Addressing a re-
view meeting on the
progress of develop-
ment projects, Zehri
said that agriculture is
the main source of live-
lihood for most people
in the province.

He stressed that
modernizing the agri-
culture department is
a top priority.

Secretary Agri-
culture and Coopera-
tives, Noor Ahmed
Parakani, briefed the
minister on the
department's overall
performance and de-
cisions taken in previ-
ous meetings.

The DGs of the
agriculture depart-
ment also provided de-
tailed briefings on their
respective sectors.

Zehri emphasized
that agricultural devel-
opment is crucial for
the province's eco-
nomic growth and that
the sector is linked to

every individual in the
province, directly or
indirectly.

He stated that the
vision of President
Asif Ali Zardari is to
make Balochistan a
developed and pros-
perous province, and
that removing ob-
stacles to develop-
ment is essential.

The minister
urged all stakeholders
to work together to
modernize the agricul-
ture department and
make it compatible
with current demands,
saying that collective
efforts are necessary
to develop the sector
and benefit the people
of the province.

JHAL MAGSI: Gov-
ernor Balochistan,
Jafar Khan
Mandokhail, arrived in
Jhal Magsi via heli-
copter to attend the
Desert Challenge
2025 jeep rally. He
was warmly wel-
comed by Federal
Minister Nawabzada
Khalid Magsi and
Member National As-
sembly Nawabzada

Ameer Khan Magsi.
The event marked

the 21st Jhal Magsi
Desert Challenge,
with 56 vehicles reg-
istered in various cat-
egories,

 including profes-
sional and stock
classes.

The rally featured
four categories, in-
cluding a women's
category, showcasing

speed, skill, and endur-
ance in the desert
landscape.

The Desert Chal-
lenge is a historic rac-
ing event that high-
lights Balochistan's
rich,

cultural heritage,
and the governor's
presence undersigned
the importance of pro-
moting tourism and
sports in the region.

MPA Nawab Changiz
Mari Initiates
Development

Projects in Kohlu
KOHLU: Member
Provincial Assembly
(MPA) Nawab
Changiz Mari has di-
rected the accelera-
tion of development
projects in Kohlu, fo-
cusing on providing
basic facilities and im-
proving the quality of
life for the people.

Various projects
are underway, includ-
ing road construction,
electricity supply, wa-
ter filtration, and
healthcare facilities.

The MPA has
emphasized transpar-
ency, quality, and
timely completion of

these projects.
The development

initiatives aim to ad-
dress daily problems,
promote economic
and trade activities,
and ensure environ-
mental improvement.

The people of
Kohlu appreciate the
efforts of MPA
Nawab Changiz Mari
and the district admin-
istration for their
people-friendly poli-
cies. The projects are
expected to bring
overall development,
improved facilities, and
public welfare to the
district.
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IMF targets dubbed ‘new’ benchmarks do not represent ‘imposition of abrupt
conditions’: finance ministry
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NEWS DESK: The fi-
nance ministry said on
Sunday that the 11 tar-
gets, being categorised
as “new conditions” un-
der the ongoing
programme with the In-
ternational Monetary
Fund (IMF), represented
“continuity, sequenc-
ing, and deepening of
Pakistan’s agreed reform
agenda” rather than the
“imposition of abrupt or
unprecedented condi-
tions”.

The ministry’s clari-
fication follows reports
of the government agree-
ing to 11 new targets, in-
cluding additional tax
measures and expendi-
ture cuts from early next
month, to make up for
rising revenue shortfalls
and to keep the $7 bil-
lion Extended Fund Fa-
cility (EFF) on track.

This was revealed in
documents released by
the IMF earlier this
week, according to
which commitment to
the new or revised struc-
tural benchmarks, to-
gether with completion
of two “prior actions”,
enabled the conclusion
of a staff-level agree-
ment on the second re-
view of the EFF and its
approval by the IMF Ex-
ecutive Board for the
disbursement of about
$1.2bn for Pakistan on
December 9.

A press release is-
sued by the finance min-

view.”
The press release

said the Memorandum of
Economic and Financial
Policies (MEFP) with the
IMF finalised after the
second EFF review
supplemented the
MEFP agreed during the
first review and reflected
this phased approach.

During IMF discus-
sions and negotiations,
the government pre-
sented its planned policy
reform initiatives, it said.
“Where the IMF as-
sesses that these initia-
tives contribute to the
agreed programme ob-
jectives, they are incor-
porated into the MEFP.

“As a result, many
of the structural bench-

marks and actions in-
cluded in the latest
MEFP are derived from
reforms already under-
taken or initiated by the
government of Pakistan,
rather than being exter-
nally imposed or newly
introduced conditions.”

The ministry issued
clarifications for each of
the 11 measures
characterised as “new
conditions”.

Regarding the pub-
lic disclosure of asset
declarations of civil ser-
vants, it said that this
reform had been part of
the EFF programme
since the initial MEFP in
May 2024.

“The current struc-
tural benchmark repre-

FBR to move against private clinics, hospitals over tax
evasion, underreporting

NEWS DESK: The Fed-
eral Board of Revenue
has decided to tighten
the noose around pri-
vate-practice doctors,
clinics and private hos-
pitals allegedly involved
in tax evasion amount-
ing to billions of rupees.

The decision has
been taken in light of the
latest statistics obtained
during FBR’s data analy-
sis, which revealed large-
scale alleged tax evasion
by doctors across the
country. Despite having
taxable income, more
than 73,000 registered
doctors were found to
have not filed income tax
returns.

According to FBR
officials, the latest data
shows that there are
130,243 registered doc-
tors nationwide. How-
ever, during the current
year, only 56,287 regis-
tered doctors filed in-
come tax returns, while
over 73,000 medical pro-
fessionals did not sub-
mit any returns at all—
despite being engaged
in one of the country’s
highest-earning profes-
sions.

The findings high-
light stark discrepancies
between the visible

scale of private medical
practices and the income
declared to the FBR. The
data shows that in 2025,
as many as 31,870 doc-
tors declared zero in-
come from private prac-
tice, while 307 doctors
reported losses, even
though their clinics in
major cities remain con-
sistently crowded with
patients. Only 24,137
doctors declared busi-
ness income.

Even among those
doctors who do file tax
returns, the tax paid is

disproportionately low
compared to their poten-
tial  earnings. Some
17,442 doctors earning
more than Rs1 million
annually paid an aver-
age of only Rs1,894 per
day in tax.

Meanwhile, 10,922
doctors with annual in-
comes between Rs1 mil-
lion and Rs5 million paid
just Rs1,094 per day.
Around 3,312 doctors
earning between Rs5
million and Rs10 million
annually paid an aver-
age daily tax of Rs1,594.

Cotton exchange
building ‘vacated’

Seed watchdog cutbacks
spark yield fears

sents the second step,
following the successful
legislative amendment to
the Civil Servants Act,
1973,” it said.

Commitments to
strengthening the Na-
tional Accountability
Bureau’s (NAB) opera-
tional effectiveness and
independence were also
agreed during earlier re-
views, it said, including
coordination with pro-
vincial anti-corruption
establishments.

“The development
of action plans for high-
risk agencies is a con-
tinuation of this commit-
ment and runs parallel to,
rather than stemming
from, the Governance
and Corruption Diag-

nostic Assessment Re-
port ,” the ministry
added. On empowering
provincial anti-corrup-
tion establishments, it
said that allowing these
bodies access to finan-
cial intelligence aligned
with the ongoing Anti-
Money Laundering and
Countering the Financ-
ing of Terrorism (AML/
CFT) reform agenda,
which had been “inte-
gral to the EFF since its
inception”.

The ministry further
said that strengthening
remittance inflows was
“critical to Pakistan’s ex-
ternal stability”.

“Following mea-
sures to curb informal
channels, remittances

istry today said that it
had “clarified the intent,
context, and continuity
of reform measures un-
der Pakistan’s IMF Ex-
tended Fund Facility
programme, particularly
in response to recent
commentary regarding
so-called “new condi-
tions”.

“The purpose is to
reaffirm that the mea-
sures referenced are part
of a phased, medium-
term reform agenda
agreed with the IMF,
many of which are exten-
sions or logical progres-
sions of reforms already
initiated by the Govern-
ment of Pakistan,” the
press release read.

It said that the EFF
was designed to sup-
port countries in imple-
menting medium-term
structural reforms aimed
at achieving agreed
policy objectives.

“These reforms are
implemented in a se-
quenced and step-by-
step manner over the
duration of the
programme,” it said.
“Each review builds
upon prior actions to
ensure that the ultimate
policy goals agreed at
the outset of the program
are achieved.

“Accordingly, ac-
tions under the EFF are
structured as logical
steps, with additional
measures incorporated
at each successive re-

In contrast, many
doctors reportedly
charge fees ranging from
Rs2,000 to Rs10,000 per
patient, yet fail to declare
even the equivalent of a
single patient’s daily fee
as tax. The highest-earn-
ing group—3,327 doc-
tors with annual in-
comes exceeding Rs10
million—paid only about
Rs5,500 per day in tax.

Additionally, 38,761
doctors declared in-
comes of less than Rs1
million and paid an av-
erage daily tax of only

NEWS DESK: The fed-
eral government’s deci-
sion to send nearly 70
per cent of the staff of
the Federal Seed Certifi-
cation and Registration
Department (FSC&RD)
to the surplus pool has
triggered alarm nation-
wide,

 with experts warn-
ing of serious disruption
to certified seed produc-
tion and a possible
record fall in per-acre
yields of key crops, in-
cluding cotton, wheat
and rice.

For decades,  the
FSC&RD has been re-
sponsible for registering
seed companies, regulat-
ing and monitoring cer-
tified seed production,
and taking action
against the sale of sub-
standard seed.

Operating under
the federal government,
it maintained offices in
most major agricultural
centres and played a
crucial role in ensuring
farmers’ access to qual-
ity seed despite limited
resources.

Experts say the
sharp staff reduction,
part of a broader move
to downsize or abolish
departments, has left

FSC&RD offices se-
verely understaffed. Al-
though the department
has not been formally
shut down, the transfer
of most of its workforce
has effectively paraly-
sed operations, raising
fears that farmers will be
forced to rely on low-
quality seed.

This, they warn,
could result in a record
decline in per-acre yields
of cotton, wheat, rice and
oilseed crops, directly
hurting farm incomes
and pushing Pakistan
towards costly imports
running into billions of
dollars.

Cotton Ginners Fo-
rum Chairman Ihsanul
Haq said Rahim Yar
Khan held a unique po-
sition in the seed sector,
producing at least 70pc
of the country’s certified
seed. Previously, the lo-
cal FSC&RD office had
a deputy director,

four seed certifica-
tion officers and 14 tech-
nical and junior staff,
with seven additional of-
ficers posted during
peak cotton and wheat
inspections.

Now, he said, all but
one officer and one clerk
have been sent to the

surplus pool, virtually
halting certified seed
production in the dis-
trict.

Around 1,150 pub-
lic and private seed com-
panies operate across
Pakistan, more than 200
of them in Rahim Yar
Khan, producing certi-
fied seed of cotton,
wheat, rice, mustard,
mung bean and sesame.
The absence of effec-
tive regulatory over-
sight,

Mr Haq cautioned,
poses serious risks to
the national agricultural
economy.

He said reports that
the federal government
was considering two or
three alternative models
for certified seed pro-
duction had failed to
ease concerns, as the
lack of clarity had al-
ready created uncer-
tainty.  Farmers,  he
warned, could face acute
shortages of certified
cotton and rice seed in
the current season.

Mr Haq also noted
that the government had
decided to introduce a
three-tier monitoring
system — Green, Yellow
and Red — for imported
seeds, including cotton.

commodity markets, the
IMF has included this
initiative as a structural
benchmark,” it said.

The ministry added
that the development of
a comprehensive
roadmap for the Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR)
was part of a broader
domestic resource
mobilisation reform
agenda led directly by
the prime minister.

“Key actions al-
ready taken include ap-
proval of the transforma-
tion plan, establishment
of the Tax Policy Office,
and strengthening of
compliance risk manage-
ment. This structural
benchmark builds upon
commitments made with
the IMF in May 2024 and
March 2025,” it said.

Further, the ministry
called the requirement to
develop and publish a
medium-term tax reform
strategy “a logical exten-
sion of earlier reforms,
particularly the estab-
lishment and
operationalisation of the
Tax Policy Office to sepa-
rate tax policy formula-
tion from FBR’s opera-
tional functions”.

It said that the
privatisation of distribu-
tion companies (Discos)
had also been a core
component of the EFF
programme since its in-
ception, adding that it
was “envisaged to occur
in phases”.

NEWS DESK: The Fed-
eral  Investigation
Agency (FIA) and the
Evacuee Trust Property
Board (ETPB) have
claimed to have “recov-
ered” and “vacated” the
Karachi Cotton Ex-
change Building situ-
ated on I.I. Chundrigar
Road in a “joint opera-
tion” declaring it a fed-
eral trust property.

In a joint statement,
the FIA and ETPB said
that the Karachi Cotton
Exchange Building is a
trust property as per fed-
eral government’s ga-
zette notification and
hence the title of this
property is vested in the
federal government.

During the opera-
tion, the statement said,
it was found that the
Karachi Cotton Associa-
tion had been illegally
occupying the pre-
mises, keeping multiple
tenants inside the build-
ing and charging them
rent without any lawful
authority.

The two agencies
said the premises were
secured in the presence
of FIA and ETPB offi-
cials and representa-
tives of the Karachi Cot-

ton Association (KCA).
“All occupants and

tenants were afforded an
opportunity to safely re-
trieve their personal be-
longings before the pre-
mises were sealed under
their lock and key,” the
statement said, adding
that arrangements have
been made to facilitate
retrieval of remaining
valuables and records
through a formal appli-
cation and verification
process.

Association terms
operation by FIA,
Evacuee Trust ‘illegal’

The FIA and ETPB
reiterated that they are
“fully cognisant that
valuables and records
may be lying inside” and
reaffirmed their commit-
ment to protecting fed-
eral assets and taking
action against illegal oc-
cupation.

However, the KCA
strongly condemned the
operation, terming it il-
legal and without lawful
authority.

“An unlawful raid
was conducted on the
Cotton Exchange Build-
ing jointly by the
Evacuee Trust and the
FIA despite the fact that

KCA is in lawful posses-
sion of the property un-
der a valid lease issued
by the Karachi Munici-
pal Corporation, extend-
ing up to the year 2081,”
said a KCA statement.

The association re-
jected the classification
of the building as an
evacuee or trust prop-
erty,

asserting and
claimed that the prop-
erty was purchased by
the Karachi Cotton As-
sociation Ltd through a
registered conveyance
deed on in May 1936,
prior to 1947, and there-
fore cannot be treated as
abandoned or evacuee
property under the law.

“The KCA takes se-
rious objections to the
unlawful act  of the
Evacuee Trust and the
FIA and calls upon them
to forthwith withdraw
the sealing notice if any,
and to de-seal the build-
ing immediately,

 failing which the
KCA reserves the right
to take appropriate ac-
tion against them as pro-
vided by law for the un-
lawful action, losses to
them,” added the KCA
statement.

Investment-to-GDP ratio may fall below 13pc
NEWS DESK: Both do-
mestic and foreign in-
vestment are at their
lowest levels and could
set an unwanted record
by falling below a 13 per
cent investment-to-GDP
ratio during the current
fiscal year (FY26), ana-
lysts and bankers warn.

Trade and industry
have repeatedly urged
the government to im-
prove the investment
climate by addressing
political uncertainty and
terrorism.

“How is it possible
to invest in a country
where uncertainty has a
strong grip and is clearly
reflected in declining
foreign investment?”
asked Aamir Aziz, a tex-
tile finishing manufac-
turer and exporter.

He said domestic
textile groups have be-
gun investing abroad,
citing Interloop and Ar-
tistic Milliners as ex-
amples. As a result, jobs
are effectively being
outsourced. For the first
time in the country’s re-
cent history, domestic
investors are actively
securing their invest-
ments outside Pakistan.

Experts cite political
uncertainty, terrorism as
main barriers

A senior banker de-
scribed the situation as
grim for both the

economy and the public,
saying job creation is
only possible through
higher investment, both
domestic and foreign.

The Investment
Policy announced in
2023 set a target of rais-
ing the investment-to-
GDP ratio to 20pc
through local and for-
eign inflows. To attract
foreign investment, the
Special Investment Fa-
cilitation Council (SIFC)
was established, but so
far it has failed to deliver
tangible results.

“Look at the ground
realities. Two provinces
are facing severe terror-
ism, while tensions with
India and Afghanistan
persist along the bor-
ders. Under these cir-
cumstances, no govern-

ment can convincingly
attract domestic or for-
eign investors,” said an
industrialist, explaining
the low level of invest-
ment.

Pakistan’s invest-
ment-to-GDP ratio is al-
most half that of compet-
ing regional economies,
where it ranges between
25pc and 30pc.

The ratio fell to its
lowest level in FY24 at
13.1pc, later revised to
13.8pc, and edged up
slightly to 14.1pc in
FY25.

The long-term aver-
age from 1960 to 2024
stands at 15.9pc, indicat-
ing that conditions have
steadily worsened.

Another major con-
cern is the very high tax
burden, with rates reach-

ing up to 60pc, along
with interest rates that
remain elevated com-
pared to regional peers.
Industrialists are de-
manding tax reductions
and a 100 basis point cut
in the policy interest
rate. The current policy
rate stands at 11pc, while
inflation was recorded at
6.1pc in November.

“We have yet to de-
velop economic policies
in line with the global
economic shift. China is
replacing the old model
of global economic
dominance.

Pakistan must read
this change and revise
its trade and industrial
policies to remain con-
nected to the new eco-
nomic world order,” said
S.S. Iqbal, an expert on

the economy and money
markets.

Pakistan’s trade
with China has expanded
significantly, making it
the country’s largest
trading partner. How-
ever, Pakistani exporters
have struggled to gain
meaningful access to
Chinese markets.

Mr Iqbal said for-
eign investment typi-
cally follows domestic
investment, adding that
without local investment
momentum, foreign in-
flows are unlikely.

An independent
economist said
Pakistan’s biggest eco-
nomic failure is not infla-
tion, debt, or even gov-
ernance, but the lack of
consensus on long-term
direction, timelines, and
measures of success.

This,  he said, is
what economist At if
Mian refers to as

“Five-for-Fifty” —
achieving 5pc GDP
growth every year for
the next 50 years. The
concept was cited by
Faisal Mamsa, CEO of
Tresmark, who said the
goal is achievable but re-
quires a collective na-
tional decision to
prioritise growth, even
when it clashes with
comfort, ideology, or
short-term political inter-
ests.

increased by 26 per cent
year-on-year from FY24
to FY25, with a further
increase of 9.3 percent
projected for FY26.

“The government,
in coordination with the
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP), has been working
to remove structural
bottlenecks in cross-
border payments. The
IMF has built  upon
these efforts by incorpo-
rating them into the
MEFP,” it added.

The ministry also
said that the IMF staff
report that had been
published in May 2025
had recommended a
comprehensive study to
identify bottlenecks in
the local currency bond
market to broaden the
investor base. This rec-
ommendation has now
been formalised as a
structural benchmark,
according to the press
release. On the deregu-
lation of the sugar in-
dustry, it said that the ini-
tiative originated from
the government. “A task
force, notified by the
prime minister’s office
and chaired by the min-
ister for power, has been
mandated to recommend
full liberalisation of the
sugar market and pro-
pose a national policy in
consultation with prov-
inces. Given its align-
ment with the EFF objec-
tive of reducing govern-
ment intervention in

Rs791. Alarmingly,
31,524 doctors who de-
clared zero income col-
lectively filed tax refund
claims amounting to
Rs1.3 billion. The figures
sharply contradict
ground realities, where
private clinics across the
country are packed with
patients every evening
and consultation fees
remain significantly
high. In comparison, a
Grade-17 or Grade-18
government officer pays
far more tax on a monthly
basis than many doctors
pay over an entire quar-
ter, despite government
employees having little
to no opportunity to
conceal income. The
situation raises a funda-
mental question: can the
country rely on taxes
from sectors whose in-
comes cannot be con-
cealed, while high-in-
come professions either
underreport or com-
pletely hide their earn-
ings? The growing com-
pliance gap underscores
the urgent need for ef-
fective enforcement
measures to restore fair-
ness in the tax system.
Compliance among
high-income profes-
sions, the FBR believes.
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McCullum admits England have been 'nowhere near' their best

Algeria include son of Zinedine Zidane
in AFCON squad

Pakistan Army takes top spot with
353 medals as National Games closing

ceremony held in KarachiN E W S
DESK:Goalkeeper Luca
Zidane, a son of France
football icon Zinedine
Zidane, was named on
Saturday in the Algeria
squad for the 2025 Africa
Cup of Nations
(AFCON), which kicks
off on December 21 in
Morocco.

The 27-year-old
plays for Spanish sec-
ond-tier club Granada
and represented France
at youth level before
switching his interna-
tional allegiance to Alge-
ria.

He debuted for Al-
geria in a World Cup
qualifier against Uganda
two months ago and is
one of three goalkeepers
chosen. The others are
Oussama Benbot from
USM Alger and An-
thony Mandrea of Caen.

Speaking after his
debut, Zidane said: "It is
an honour for me, and I
will give 100% to make
the Algerian people
proud."

"I'm sure the play-
ers will arrive highly mo-
tivated and ready to play
in this AFCON," said
Algeria coach and former
Switzerland coach
Vladimir Petkovic after
announcing the squad.

"The main objec-
tive is to get past the first
round... with the ambi-
tion to go as far as pos-
sible in the tournament."

Algeria start their
Group E campaign

against Sudan on De-
cember 24, then face
Burkina Faso and Equa-
torial Guinea.

Group winners and
runners-up automati-
cally qualify for the
round of 16. The best
four of the six third-
placed nations also ad-
vance to the knockout
stage.

Senegal coach Pape
Thiaw selected six Pre-
mier League players in
his squad for the
AFCON, where they face
Botswana, the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo
and Benin in Group D.

They are defender El
Hadji Diouf (West Ham),
midfielders Idrissa
Gueye (Everton), Pape
Matar Sarr (Tottenham)
and Habib Diarra
(Sunderland) and for-

wards Iliman Ndiaye
(Everton) and Ismaïla
Sarr (Crystal Palace).

"We are among the
favourites and we accept
that. I want a dominant
team," said Thiaw, who
was in the Senegal
squad that reached the
2002 World Cup quarter-
finals.

Goalkeepers: Luca
Zidane (Granada/ESP),
Oussama Benbot (USM
Alger),  Anthony
Mandrea (Caen/FRA)

Defenders: Rafik
Belghali (Verona/ITA),
Rayan Aït-Nouri
(Manchester City/ENG),
Youcef Atal (Al-Sadd/
QAT), Mehdi Dorval
(Bari/ITA),  Jaouen
Hadjam (Young Boys/
SUI), Zinedine Belaid (JS
Kabylie), Ramy
Bensebaïni (Borussia

N E W S
DESK:Defiant En-
gland coach Brendon
McCullum brushed off
concerns Sunday that
his job was on the line
heading into the third
Test against Australia,
while admitting the
team have been "no-
where near" their
best.

The tourists were
crushed in the first
two Ashes Tests in
Perth and Brisbane by
eight wickets and only
a win at Adelaide Oval
this week will be
enough to keep the
five-match series
alive.

McCullum con-
firmed they would
stick with the same top
seven, keeping under-
fire Ollie Pope at num-
ber three rather than
bring in Jacob Bethell.

"Knee-jerk reac-
tions and chopping and
changing settled bat-
ting line-ups is not re-

ally our way," he said.
"We know we

haven't got enough
runs so far in the se-
ries.

But for us to go on
and win the series it's
not about throwing out
what's been success-
ful for us over the past
few years."

England's lack of
fight and questionable
preparations have
drawn scrutiny, while
McCullum's claim that
they "trained too
much" prior to
Brisbane was met
with disbelief by
former greats.

A decision for the
team to lounge on the
beach in tourist play-
ground Noosa this
week before heading
to Adelaide was also
panned.

But McCullum
was unfazed, dismiss-
ing talk that his job
could be threatened by
another defeat.

PCB extends bid deadline for new PSL
franchises amid international interest

NEWS DESK: Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB)
Chairman Mohsin Naqvi
announced on Friday an
extension of the dead-
line for submitting bids
for the two new fran-
chises in the Pakistan
Super League (PSL), cit-
ing growing interest
from investors in Europe,
the United States, the
Middle East and be-
yond.

In a post on X ,
Mohsin said the original
deadline of December 15
had been pushed back
by one week to Decem-
ber 22, to accommodate
the surge in inquiries.

“Witnessing grow-
ing interest from Europe,

USA, the Middle East
and beyond in acquiring
new HBL PSL teams, we
have decided to extend
the bid submission
deadline by one week to
22 December 2025,” he
wrote, while quoting an
earlier PSL announce-
ment about a promo-
tional roadshow in New
York.

“Good luck to ev-
eryone excited to wel-
come our new franchise
owners to the HBL PSL
family,” Mohsin added.

The announcement
came on the very day the
PCB hosted a high-pro-
file PSL roadshow in New
York City, featuring cur-
rent Pakistan players in-

Scottish leaders Hearts beat Falkirk to
go six points clear

NEWS DESK:Hearts
went six points clear at
the top of the Scottish
Premiership as Claudio
Braga and Stephen
Kingsley were on target
in a 2-0 win at Falkirk on
Saturday.

Victory opened up a
gap over second-placed
Celtic after Hearts beat
the Scottish champions
last week to end a four-
game run without a win.

But the Glasgow gi-
ants, who face St Mirren
in the Scottish League
Cup final on Sunday,
have two games in hand.

Edinburgh club
Hearts, however, have a

Dortmund/GER), Samir
Chergui (Paris FC/FRA),
Aïssa Mandi (Lille/
FRA), Mohamed Tougai
(Esperance/TUN)

Midfielders: Ismael
Bennacer (Dinamo
Zagreb/CRO), Rami
Zerrouki (Twente/NED),
Adam Zorgan (Union
Saint-Gilloise/BEL),
Hicham Boudaoui (Nice/
FRA), Houssem Aouar
( Al - I t t i h a d / K S A) ,
Ibrahim Maza (Bayer
Leverkusen/GER), Fares
Chaibi (Eintracht Frank-
furt/GER)

F o r w a r d s :
Mohamed Amoura
(Wolfsburg/GER), Ilan
Kebbal (Paris FC/FRA),
Riyad Mahrez (Al-Ahli/
KSA), Anis Hadj
Moussa (Feyenoord/
NED), Adil Boulbina (Al-
Duhail/QAT).

plus seven advantage on
goal difference.

Hearts needed just
66 seconds to take the
lead on Saturday with
Braga first to react when
a powerful Lawrence
Shankland shot was par-
ried by Falkirk goal-
keeper Scott Bain.

Amid fierce wind
and rain, both teams had
further chances to score
before substi tute
Kingsley gave Hearts
breathing space with a
fierce strike from substi-
tute Kingsley in the 77th
minute.

 Falkirk, aiming to
get back into the top six,

cluding T20 captain
Salman Ali Agha, Abrar
Ahmed, Faheem Ashraf,
Saim Ayub, Shan
Masood and Saud
Shakeel, along with leg-
ends Wasim Akram and
Ramiz Raja, and singer
Ali Zafar.

The event followed
a similar roadshow at
Lord’s Cricket Ground in
London last week,

as part of efforts to
attract global invest-
ment ahead of the
league’s expansion to
eight teams for its 11th
edition in 2026.

The addition of two
new franchises marks
the PSL’s first major
structural growth since

came close to equalising
shortly before half-time
when Kyrell  Wilson
rounded goalkeeper
Alexander Schwolow,
only for his goal-bound
shot to be blocked by the
arm of Harry Milne.

The home side ap-
pealed for a penalty but
were denied a spot-kick
when the referee ruled
Milne's arm was tucked
into his body and in a
natural position.

Hearts manager
Derek McInnes praised
his side's resilience, tell-
ing the BBC:

"We had to play to
the conditions. We had

ability. You have con-
viction in what you're
doing, and whatever
happens, happens."

McCullum admit-
ted England must im-
prove to keep the se-
ries alive, but sug-
gested they would not
change their gung-ho
approach.

"We knew when
we came here that
we had to win three
Tests to win the series,
and the

 fact we're 2-0
down has made it
harder on ourselves,
but it doesn't stop the
belief that you have
within the dressing
room," he said.

"I don't think
we've been anywhere
near our best so far in
these last two Tests ...
but what's been has
been.

Now, it's focusing
on the one that's com-
ing.

"I firmly believe

that if we play our best
cricket,

we're a massive
chance in this Test
match. We do that,
and the narrative
changes in the series,"
he added.

McCullum de-
fended the decision to
take a beach break
rather than train after
two heavy defeats.

"Noosa for us was
excellent. It was
planned, obviously a
year ago," he said, add-
ing that it was about
spending "time away
from the heat of the
battle".

"And I think now
the freshness which
we come into this
Test match with will
hopefully pay off.

"There's no guar-
antees, but that's the
plan, and I think the
boys are excited to get
back to training and
look forward to the
next few days."

"I don't know, but
it doesn't really bother

me, to be honest," he
said.

"I mean profes-
sional sport, it's not

easy, right? You do the
job to the best of your

two quality moments for
the goals.

"We get off to the
perfect start. Good com-
bination play, great
strike from Lawrence and
Braga following in."

He added: "We did
what needed to be done,
especially second half.
We're just thankful for
that second goal. It's a
magnificent strike from
Stephen.

"A lot of teams
would have struggled
today. It wasn't pretty.
But it's December, it's
Scottish football. You've
just got to get in get the
points, and get out."

NEWS DESK: The
closing ceremony of
the 35th National
Games was held in
Karachi on Saturday,
with Pakistan Army
taking home the high-
est number of medals.

Chief of Defence
Forces (CDF) and
Chief of Army Staff
(COAS) Field Mar-
shal Asim Munir was
the chief guest at the
ceremony, which was
also attended by PPP
Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto-Zardari.

Pakistan Army
came in first, taking
home 353 medals, out
of which 200 were
gold, 97 were silver
and 56 were bronze.

Wapda came in
second with 232 med-
als, out of which 85
were gold, 73 were sil-
ver and 74 were
bronze.

Pakistan Navy
came in third with 110
medals, 36 of which
were gold, 39 were sil-
ver and 35 were
bronze.

Hosts Sindh fin-
ished with 96 medals,
out of which 11 were
gold, 26 were silver
and 59 were bronze.

After the distribu-
tion of the medals,
CDF Field Marshal

Munir, wearing a pair
of black sunglasses
and Sindhi ajrak
around his neck, offi-
cially declared the
games closed.

Addressing the
ceremony, Bilawal
said, “These National
Games were not
merely a competition
of speed, strength or
skill; they were a cel-
ebration of Pakistan it-
self.

“From Gilgit-
Baltistan to Gwadar,
from Khyber to
Karachi, from Lahore
to Larkana, every ath-
lete who competed
here carried the
colours of their prov-
ince but stood united
under one flag,” he
said.

He said that
Sindh was “proud” to
have hosted the sport-
ing event.

“To our athletes,
you are the pride of
Pakistan. Whether
you return home with
medals or memories,
you return as ambas-
sadors; ambassadors
of discipline, persever-
ance and national
unity.

“You have shown
us what Pakistan’s
youth can achieve
when given the oppor-
tunity and encourage-
ment,” he said.

“Sport teaches us
teamwork, courage,
respect for rules and
resilience in the face
of challenge. These
are not just sporting

values, they are na-
tional values,” Bilawal
said.

Talking about the
May conflict with In-
dia, the PPP Chairman
said that the army,
airforce and navy
demonstrated profes-
sionalism, coordination
and strength.

“ P a k i s t a n
emerged victorious
with its sovereignty
defended and its
honour upheld. This
victory was not only a
military victory, it was
a national one. It re-
flected the unity of our
people, the discipline
of our forces and the
unbreakable bond be-
tween the nation and
those who stand guard
over it,” he said.

2018, when Multan Sul-
tans joined as the sixth
team.

The auction for the
new teams is expected to
follow shortly after the
bidding process con-
cludes.

Mohsin, who also
serves as Pakistan’s In-
terior Minister, has been
vocal about elevating
the PSL’s global stand-
ing, including recent
pledges for transparent
bidding and infrastruc-
ture development.

The league’s expan-
sion is seen as a step
towards enhancing its
commercial appeal and
competitiveness on the
international T20 circuit.
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Police hunt for gunman who killed 2 Brown
University students, injured 9 people in US

US releases redacted warrant for tanker
seized off Venezuelan coast

NEWS DESK: US
authorities on Friday
unsealed the warrant
for an oil tanker seized
off the coast of Ven-
ezuela decried as “in-
ternational piracy” by
Caracas.

President Donald
Trump’s administra-
tion has been piling
pressure on Venezuela
for months, with a
major naval buildup in
the region that has
been accompanied by
deadly strikes on al-
leged drug-trafficking
boats, killing nearly 90
people. In a dramatic
raid this week that
Homeland Security
Secretary Kristi Noem
said was aimed at Ven-
ezuela President
Nicolas Maduro’s “re-
gime”, Washington
took control of the
tanker, with US forces
roping down from a
helicopter onto the
vessel.

The warrant,
signed by a magistrate
judge on Nov 26, was
carried out on
Wednesday by the US
Coast Guard.

The US Treasury
Department said the
vessel, dubbed the
Skipper and formerly
called the Adisa, was
used to transport the
sanctioned oil “in an oil
shipping network sup-
porting Hezbollah”
and a unit of Iran’s Is-
lamic Revolutionary
Guard. The agency
also imposed sanctions
on relatives of the
Venezuelan leader and
six companies shipping
the South American
country’s oil.

“The FBI’s Coun-
terintelligence Division
and our partners will

to impose costs on the
governments of Ven-
ezuela and Iran.”

White House
Press Secretary
Karoline Leavitt told
journalists that the
seized tanker “will go
to a US port and the
United States does in-
tend to seize the oil.”

“We’re not going
to stand by and watch
sanctioned vessels sail
the seas with black-
market oil, the pro-
ceeds of which will
fuel narco-terrorism
of rogue and illegiti-
mate regimes around
the world.” The
tanker was expected
to dock in Galveston,
Texas, two unnamed

US officials told NBC
News, adding that the
crew would be re-
leased upon arrival.

A video released
earlier this week by
US Attorney General
Pam Bondi showed
American forces de-
scending from a heli-
copter onto the
tanker ’s deck, then
entering the ship’s
bridge with weapons
raised. Bondi said the
ship was part of an “il-
licit oil shipping net-
work” that was used
to carry sanctioned oil.

Venezuela’s for-
eign ministry said it
“strongly denounces
and condemns what
constitutes blatant

Thailand vows to keep fighting Cambodia after
Trump ceasefire claim

continue to enforce
US sanctions and cut
off our adversaries
from financial mar-
kets and critical tech-
nology,” FBI Director
Kash Patel said in a
statement.

“The seizure of
this vessel highlights
our successful efforts

NEWS DESK: Po-
lice in Rhode Island
were searching for a
suspect late on Satur-
day after a shooting at
Brown University in
Providence left two
students dead and
eight others critically
wounded at the Ivy
League school, offi-
cials said. A ninth per-
son was hurt by bullet
fragments, the mayor
said.

Streets around
campus remained
blocked and packed
with emergency ve-
hicles hours after the
shooting and law en-
forcement officials
heightened security
around the city as po-
lice continued their
manhunt.

“The individual
responsible is still at
large,” Mayor Brett
Smiley told reporters
at a 9:30pm (7:30am
PKT) press confer-
ence. Deputy Police
Chief Timothy O’Hara
said the suspect had
not been identified.

Officials said they
are looking for a male
dressed in black and
were releasing a video
of the suspect, who
O’Hara said may
have been wearing a
mask.

He said officials
had retrieved shell cas-
ings from the scene of
the shooting, but that
police were not pre-
pared to release de-
tails.

Officials said the
gunman escaped after
shooting students in
Brown’s Barus &
Holley engineering
building, where exams
were taking place at
the time.

“We are a week
and a half away from
Christmas. And two
people died today and
another eight are in
the hospital,” Smiley
said earlier in the
evening. “So please
pray for those fami-
lies.”

Brown is on Col-
lege Hill in Provi-
dence, Rhode Island’s
state capital. The uni-
versity has hundreds
of buildings, including
lecture halls, laborato-
ries and dormitories.

“This is the day
one hopes never hap-
pens, and it has,”
Brown’s president
Christina Paxson told
reporters, confirming
all or nearly all of the
victims were students.

As news of the

he saw the text about
the active shooter situ-
ation a block away.
They waited under
desks for about two
hours, he said.

Rhode Island
Governor Daniel
McKee vowed that
the shooter would be
brought to justice.
“We’re going to make
sure that we catch the
individual that brought
so much suffering to
so many people.”

The search for the
suspect was ham-
pered in part because
downtown Providence
was crowded with
holiday shoppers and
thousands of people
attending concerts, lo-
cal media said. Federal
law enforcement and
police from surround-

theft and an act of in-
ternational piracy”.

“They kidnapped
the crew, stole the ship
and have inaugurated
a new era, the era of
criminal naval piracy
in the Caribbean,”
Maduro said.

“Venezuela will
secure all ships to

NEWS DESK:
Thailand's leader vowed
on Saturday to keep
fighting on the disputed
border with Cambodia as
fighter jets struck targets
hours after US president
Donald Trump said he
had brokered a new
ceasefire.

Caretaker Thai
Prime Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul said the
Southeast Asian nation
would "continue to per-
form military actions un-
til we feel no more harm
and threats to our land
and people".

Trump, who
brokered a ceasefire in
the long-running border
dispute in October,
spoke to Anutin and
Cambodian premier Hun
Manet on Friday and
said they had agreed to
"cease all shooting".

Neither mentioned
any agreement in state-
ments after their calls
with Trump, and Anutin
said there was no
ceasefire.

"I want to make it
clear. Our actions this
morning already spoke,"
Anutin posted on
Facebook.

The White House
did not respond to a re-
quest for comment on
the continued fighting.

Hun Manet, in a
statement on Saturday
on Facebook, said he
welcomed a proposal by
Malaysian Prime Minis-
ter Anwar Ibrahim, who
has been a mediator in
peace talks, to cease
hostilities from Saturday
evening.

Anwar, chair of the
10-nation ASEAN
grouping, in a Facebook

post urged both sides to
"refrain from any further
military actions includ-
ing the use of force or
forward movement of
armed units" starting at
1500 GMT.

He said an ASEAN
observer team led by the
Malaysian chief of de-
fence forces would be
deployed to the border
and the U.S. government
would provide satellite
monitoring capabilities.
Anutin said "there has
been no agreement on
halting anything", when
asked by reporters about
the Malaysian proposal.

Thailand's foreign
minister told a press con-
ference the country
would cooperate with
the observer team, but
any ceasefire would
need to be preceded by
talks. "We can't just an-

nounce a ceasefire while
the fighting is going
on," he said.

Cambodia and Thai-
land have been ex-
changing heavy-weap-
ons fire at multiple
points along the 817-km
(508-mile) border since
Monday, in some of the
heaviest fighting since
a five-day clash in July.
Trump halted that fight-
ing, the worst in recent
memory, with calls to
both leaders. Trump,
who has repeatedly said
he deserves the Nobel
Peace Prize, has been
keen to intervene again
to rescue the truce.

Thailand sus-
pended it last month af-
ter a Thai soldier was
maimed by a landmine,
one of many that
Bangkok says were
newly laid by Cambodia.

3 US military personnel killed in suspected
Islamic State attack in Syria

guarantee the free
trade of its oil around
the world,” he added.

US media re-
ported that the seized
tanker had been head-
ing for Cuba — an-
other American rival
— and that the ship
was stopped by the US
Coast Guard.

Washington has
accused Maduro of
leading the alleged
“Cartel of the Suns”,
which it declared a
“ na r c o - t e r r or i s t ”
organisation last
month, and has of-
fered a $50 million re-
ward for information
leading to his capture.

Trump told Po-
litico that Maduro’s

NEWS DESK: Three
United States military
personnel, two soldiers
and a civilian inter-
preter, were killed on
Saturday by a sus-
pected Islamic State
(IS) attacker who tar-
geted a convoy of
American and Syrian
forces, the US military
said.

Three other US
soldiers were
wounded, the US
military’s Central
Command said.

In a statement,
Central Command
said the attack by a
lone gunman occurred
“as the soldiers were
conducting a key
leader engagement” in
the central Syrian town
of Palmyra.

“Partner forces”
killed the attacker, US
Secretary of War Pete
Hegseth wrote in a
social media post.

IS did not immedi-
ately claim responsibil-
ity, but a senior US of-
ficial said initial as-

sessments indicate the
militant group probably
carried out the attack.
It took place in an
area not controlled by
the Syrian govern-
ment, the official said.

The soldiers’
names will be withheld
until 24 hours after the
next-of-kin notifica-
tion, the US military
said.

Syrian state news

agency SANA quoted
a security source as
saying two Syrian ser-
vice personnel were
injured, without pro-
viding further details.
The source told
SANA that American
helicopters evacuated
the injured to a US
base in Syria’s Al-
Tanf region near the
Iraqi border.

Tom Barrack, the

US ambassador to
Turkiye and special
envoy to Syria, con-
demned the attack.

“We mourn the
loss of three brave US
service members and
civilian personnel and
wish a speedy recov-
ery to the Syrian
troops wounded in the
attack,” Barrack said
in a statement.

“We remain com-

mitted to defeating ter-
rorism with our Syrian
partners.”

The attack came
barely a month after
Syria announced it had
signed a political coop-
eration agreement
with the US-led coali-
tion against IS, which
coincided with Syrian
President Ahmed al-
Sharaa’s visit to the
White House.

The coalition has
carried out air strikes
and ground operations
in Syria targeting IS
suspects in recent
months, often with the
involvement of Syria’s
security forces. Syria
last month also carried
out a nationwide cam-
paign arresting more
than 70 people ac-
cused of links to the
group.

The US has
troops stationed in
northeastern Syria as
part of a decade-long
effort to help a
Kurdish-led force
there.

“days are numbered”
and declined to rule
out a US ground inva-
sion of Venezuela.

The Trump admin-
istration alleges that
Maduro’s hold on
power is illegitimate
and that he stole
Vene-zuela’s July
2024 election.

Guterres marks end of UN
mission in Iraq

NEWS DESK: UN
Secretary General
Antonio Guterres on
Saturday marked in
Baghdad the end of
the United Nations’
political mission in
Iraq, which supported
the country’s transition
following the US-led
invasion.

At Baghdad’s re-
quest, the United Na-
tions Assistance Mis-
sion for Iraq
(UNAMI) will shut
down its operations
after 22 years of as-
sisting the country in
its transition following
the 2003 invasion and
occupation that
toppled longtime ruler
Saddam Hussein.

“UNAMI was
honoured and humbled
to walk side-by-side
with the Iraqi people,”
Guterres said at the
mission’s closing cer-
emony. But “while a
mission may conclude,
the United Nations will
always walk alongside
the people of Iraq on

the path toward peace,
sustainable develop-
ment and human
rights,” he added.

UN agencies and
programmes will con-
tinue to operate in Iraq.
During a press confer-
ence earlier with
Iraq’s Prime Minister
Mohammed Shia al-
Sudani, Guterres said
“there is one thing the
world must under-
stand, Iraq is now a
normal country.

“Relations be-
tween the UN and
Iraq will become nor-
mal relations with the
end of UNAMI.”
Sudani meanwhile said
that the end of the
UNAMI mandate
“marks the beginning
of a new chapter of
cooperation”.

“Our relationship
with the United Na-
tions through UNAMI
was pivotal and effec-
tive in meeting Iraq’s
needs and supporting it
until it reached the
stage of full self-reli-

ance,” he added.
UNAMI was es-

tablished by a UN Se-
curity Council resolu-
tion at the request of
the Iraqi government
before being ex-
panded four years
later.

Shortly after it
was formed, a truck
bomb struck the UN
headquarters in
Baghdad on August
19, 2003,

killing the UN’s
first special represen-
tative in Iraq, Sergio
Vieira de Mello, along
with 21 others.

UNAMI’s tasks
included advising the
government on politi-
cal dialogue and rec-
onciliation, as well as
helping with elections
and security sector
reform.

 But with Iraq re-
gaining a sense of nor-
malcy in recent years,
authorities say there
are no longer grounds
for a UN political mis-
sion.

Trump told reporters
at the White House
that he had been
briefed on the situa-
tion, which he called
“terrible”.

“All we can do
right now is pray for
the victims and for
those that were very
badly hurt.”

Compared to
many countries, mass
shootings in schools,
workplaces, and
places of worship are
more common in the
US, which has some
of the most permis-
sive gun laws in the
developed world.

 The Gun Vio-
lence Archive, which
defines mass
shootings as any inci-
dent in which four or
more victims have

shooting spread, the
school told students to
shelter in place.

Brown student
Chiang-Heng Chien
told local TV station
WJAR he was work-
ing in a lab with three
other students when

ing cities and towns
were assisting in the
search, officials said.
According to local
news reports, venues
across the city were
bringing in extra secu-
rity.

President Donald

been shot, has
counted 389 of them
this year in the US,
including at least six
such shootings at
schools. Last year the
US had more than 500
mass shootings, ac-
cording to the archive.


