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CM Sarfraz Bugti

Praises CTD, Police

Response to Panjgur Attack,
Pays Tribute to Martyred Constable

Syed Muhammad Qaseem:

QUETTA: Chief Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Bugti
has praised the timely and cou-
rageous response of the
Counter Terrorism Depart-
ment (CTD) and police during
the armed attacks on banks
and properties in Panjgur, say-

ing their swift action helped
prolecl public lives and prop-
Tty.

In a statement, the chief
minister paid rich tribute to
CTD constable Dura Khan,
who embraced martyrdom
during the operation.

He said the courage,
sense of duty, and supreme
sacrifice of Shaheed Dura

Khan reflect the highest tradi-
tions of the security forces and
will always be remembered.

He added that the nation
is indebted to such brave mar-
tyrs whose sacrifices ensure
peace and stability.

Mir Sarfraz Bugti also ex-
pressed deep condolences to
the family of the civilian who
lost his life in the incident and

prayed for the eternal peace
of the departed souls and pa-
tience for the bereaved fami-
lies.

Reiterating the
government’s firm stance, the
chief minister said there is no
room for terrorists and crimi-
nal elements in Balochistan.

He stressed that the state
will continue decisive action

against anti-national forces and
that the

sacrifices of security per-
sonnel for the establishment of
law and order will never go in
vain.

He assured that the pro-
tection of citizens’ lives and
property remains the top pri-
ority of the provincial govern-
ment.

Race heats up for
PIA privatisation
as four bidders
pre-qualified

NEWS DESK:

The race to acquire Pakistan’s
national carrier, PIA, has officially
entered its final stages, with some
bidders seeking support from in-
ternationallyrecognised airlines.

The government’s renewed
effort to privatise PIA comes af-
ter a failed bid last year, when
only one offer,

Rs10 billion ($36 million)
from real estate developer Blue
‘World City, was received fora 60
per cent stake. The offer, far be-
low the government’s floor price
of Rs85 billion ($305m), was re-
jected.

The Privatisation Commis-
sion reopened the process in April
2025, inviting expressions of in-
terest fora 51 to 100 per cent stake
from both local and international
investors.

The most serious potential
buyer withdrew due to outstand-
ing loans and tax issues.

However, most of these is-
sues have now been addressed,
and four bidders have been pre-
qualified.

The pre-qualified bidders in-
clude:

Lucky Cement Consortium,
led by Habibullah Khan and oth-
if Habib Consortium, in-
cludmg Fatima Fertiliser and oth-

Fauji Fertiliser and Air Blue,
whose position remains less clear

The first two consortia are
considered the most serious con-
tenders; both consortia are re-
portedly willing to bring Fauji
Fertiliser on board as a partner.

The Lucky Group is report-
edly investing more time and
money, while the Arif Habib Con-
sortium has shown growing in-
terest.

Both have engaged interna-
tional aviation advisors: Lucky
Group appointed Turkey’s Pe-
gasus Airlines for technical
consultancy, while Arif Habib
brought in Sibra Aviation Part-

Following their advice, the
two serious parties have re-
quested multiple adjustments to
the privatisation structure and
commission processes, most of

which have been approved, clear-
ing the way for the sale.

As the privatisation date ap-
proaches, PIA’s 6,500 employees
have reportedly become increas-
ingly anxious about their future.

Analysts suggest that,
based on the potential profits and
financial models prepared by the
prospective board, the govern-
‘ment may raise the reserve price.

Pakistan Navy
conducts successful
live firing of new air

defence missile

NEWS DESK:

The Pakistan Navy has suc-
cessfully conducted a live
weapon firing of FM-90 (N)
ER Surface-to-Air Missile in
the North Arabian Sea.

According to government
sources, during the firepower
demonstration the Pakistan
Navy ship successfully en-
gaged manoeuvrable aerial tar-
gets, reaffirming the Navy’s
war-fighting potential and
combat capability.

Commander of the Paki-
stan Fleet,

Rear Admiral Abdul
Munib, witnessed the LWF at
sea on board the Pakistan
Navy Fleet unit.

He commended the offic-
ers and men involved in the fir-
ing for their commitment and
professionalism.

He reiterated Pakistan
Navy’s unwavering resolve to
ensure the seaward defence of
Pakistan and to safeguard na-
tional maritime interests under
all circumstances.

Two Killed, Two Policemen Injured in Armed

From Our Correspondent:

PANJGUR: At least two
people, including a police
official, were killed and two
other policemen injured dur-
ing an exchange of fire be-
tween armed assailants and
police at Chitkan Bazaar on
Saturday.

The incident occurred in the
busy Bismillah Chowk area
of Panjgur.

According to police, the clash
crupted during an armed at-
tack on Habib Bank and
Meezan Bank.

Heavy weapons were used
during the firing, causing
partial damage to a police
vehicle at the scene. Au-
thorities said it was not im-
mediately clear how much
cash the attackers managed
to take.

Following the incident, police
and security forces cor-
doned off the area and
launched a search operation
to track down the assailants.

Clash at Panjgur Market




02 EDITO RI AL Tuesday,December.16.2025

Land Law and Its Importance in Pakistan

By Amir Hamza

certainty for investors

Bashir: and ordinary citizens
Land is one of the alike.
most valuable and con- To  overcome

Pakistan-Saudi Arabia tested assets in Paki

stan, The legal frame-

Defense Pact — A Historic |yt eovems e

ownership, pos

these  challenges,
there is a strong need
for comprehensive
digital record-keeping,

3 3 3 2 and transfer of land is specialized land tribu-
Milestone in Bilateral Relations [incen s o Tan nals, and. public
Editorial: It ensures that prop- awareness campaigns

to educate citizens
about their property
rights.

Land law is not

For over eight decades, Pakistan and Saudi Arabia have enjoyed close and cordial | erty rights are pro-
relations rooted in faith, friendship, and mutual cooperation. The recent visit of | tected and that dis-
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif to the Kingdom has further strengthened these his- | putes over land are re-
toric ties, marking a new chapter in the relationship between the two brotherly

LAND

solved through legal Righ,
nations. Proper Ty B
SMDA An Unprecedented Event and  transparent = X Just alegal framework
The signing of a Strategic Mutual Defense Agreement between Prime Minister | means. — itis the foundation
Shehbaz Sharif and Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman is unprecedented. For the Historical of economic stability
first time, both states have formally pledged that an attack on one will be considered and social justice in
an atiack on both. This landmark pact is not only a testament to their shared commit- | | Background Pakistan. A fair, trans-

ment to peace and security but also a reflection of the growing geopolitical impor-
g ;i Ssia, Over th o of Land Law

tance of Pakistan in the wider Middle East and South Asia. Over the years, Saudi parent, and efficient

Arabia has stood firmly by Pakistan, extending support in critical times, whether in Pakistan land management sys-
financial, diplomatic, or strategic. At the same time, Pakistan has successfully man- b : tem encourages in-
aged to maintain positive ties with both Saudi Arabia and Iran, balancing its role ina The foundation of Land Revenue Act, records across Paki- terference in property vestment, infrastruc-
region often marked by divisions. This ability to uphold cordial relations with diverse | land laws in Pakistan 1967, and the Transfer ~stan. However, it has registration and own- ture development, and

regional players demonstrates Islamabad's maturity in diplomacy. was laid during the ofProperty Act, 1882, often been criticized ~ership verification. bli i i
S ! ) , 1882, r : public trust in state in-
hina, Turkey And Saudi Arabia Fully Support Pakistan British colonial era remain the corner- forcorruption, manipu- Despite reforms,  stitutions. Strengthen-
unconditional support from major global actors such as China, Turkey, and Saudi | through legislation stone of land gover- lation, and lack of pChallenges in ing land laws and en-
Arabia, These relationships enhance Pakistan's leverage on the international stage | such as the Land Rev- nance and property transparency. In re- Pakistan’s  Suring their cffective
and help consolidate it role as a bridge between the Muslim world and the global | enue Act and the Reg-  transfor in the country. cent years, the gov- implementation are vi.

Equally significant is the fact that PaKistan continucs to reccive consistent and

community. The defense agreement with Saudi Arabia is, therefore, a matter of im- | jsrati etnment has i . al steps 4
mense pride for the Pakistani nation. It not only secures Pakistan’s strategic interests ‘5‘“’20‘{“ Act. d Land Record L?“"‘.z,‘.“ has e ted | Land System "’lh, "Fp’] “’]‘”'"d
butalso strengthens the balance of power n the region. Such developments assure the | “19‘:7 LII’:"’ Management Sll]gm l‘}:la"l: .'; Or_lﬁg Pakistan continues to achieving legal cer-
people of Pakistan that their country is not isolated but deeply engaged in shaping | dence in these through the Punjab face issues like illegal tainty and sustainable
the future of regional security and cooperation. laws continued to | and R_eforms Land Records Author- possession (land grab-  growth in Pakistan.
;h'»‘ i ‘A“dCCdA/\N&“‘O"ﬂl /\[Ch‘g\’cmf"b‘ d tonal ach - guide Pakistan’s land Traditionally, the ity (PLRA) and other bing), forged docu- The Author is a
s historic step deserves to be celebrated as a national achievement. It is a ; incis iects N
refection of Pakistan s enduring dplomacy nd tsailtyto ransform long-sancig [ F2PAECmEnt systeim. - patwarl system Bas provincial projects to. mens, and slow judic - Sudent oFLLE (7th
friendships into strategic partnerships that ensure stability, prosperity, and peace for | T0day, major statutes been responsible for digitize land records cial pro se  Semester).

generations to come. like the West Pakistan maintaining  land and reduce human in- problems create un-

Quetta’s Traffic Chaos: Urgent Reforms Needed to Fix the Crisis

Anjeela Kaynat:  though the city was re- causing massive delays. cither unregistered or Road and Jinnah Road fic regulation has led to fic. Parking

Quetta, once a city builtafierthe 1935earth- Key intersections, in- NCP (Think Transporta- (Think Transportation, frequent violations, reck- * Improve drainage + Conduct regular
known for its peaceful quake, its road capacity cluding Balochistan Uni- tion, 2023), worsening 2023). Street vendors set less driving, and rising systems to prevent road operations to clear roads
ambiance, now faces an has remained largely un-  versity Chowk, congestion and lawless- up shop on sidewalks, accidents. damage and flooding. of unauthorized stalls

scalating traffic crisis. changed, struggling Meezan Chowk, and ness on the roads. forcing pedestrians onto With an madequalc 2. Regulating Non- and illegally parked ve-
Every day, thousands of support over 1.2 million Prince Road, lrequcmly Lack of a Proper the roads, while shop- number of traffic police Custom Paid Vehi hicle:

commuters endure residents and the thou- experience severe traffic Public Transport System keepers extend their officers on nhc roads, « Enforce stricter Establish alterna-
hours of gridlock, navi- sands of vehicles added jams. Unlike other major businesses onto public many drivers ignore ba- measures to curb the in- tive vending zones to
gating congested roads, each year. The Surge of cities in Pakistan, Quetta spaces, further restrict- sic rules—running red flux of NCP vehicles. prevent the return of
reckless drivers, and de- Key roads such as Non-Custom Paid lacks an organized pub- ing traffic flow. lights, driving on the * Introduce policies street vendors.
teriorating infrastruc- Jinnah Road, Sariab (NCP)and Unregistered lic transport system. Deteriorating Road wrong side, and engag- to register or phase out 7. Traffic Awareness
ture. From rickshaws and Road, Lmqua! Bazaar, Vehicles With no buses or mass Conditions ing in dangcmlb maneu- unregistered vehicles. and Public Education
motorcycles to private Masjid Road, and The unchecked in- transit options, residents Over  60%  of vers. 3. Establishing a + Launch awareness
cars, the overwhelming Zarghoon Road have flux of non-custom paid ~rely on rickshaws, motor- Quetta’s roads are in dis- Although the Public Transport System campaigns to educate
number of vehicles clogs become perpetual (NCP) and unregistered cycles, and private cars, repair, riddled with pot- Balochistan government * Launch a city bus citizens on traffic rules
major roads, while en- bottlenecks, choked by vehicles has com- further clogging the holes, cracks, and poor announced plans to service to provide an af- and road safety.
croachments and illegal illegal encroachments, pounded the traffic cri- Over 50,000 rick- drainage build flyovers and under- fordable alternative to « Integrate basic traf-
parking worsen the situ- unregulated —parking, sis. shaws operate within the (INRIX, 2024). passes in 2024 to ease private cars. fic education into school
ation. and an ever-increasing A 2010 report esti- city, creating congestion such as Joint Rodd congestion, fi 1 + Develop dedi- curriculums to instill dis-

The city’s transport number of vehicles. mated over 50,000 NCP in already packed areas Sariab Road, setbacks have stalled cated bus lanes to im- cipline in future genera-

system is on the brink of Without a structured ur-  vehicles on like Masjid Road and Sabzal Road, and these projects prove efficiency and re- tions.
collapse, demanding im- ban transport model, Balochistan’s roads, Liaquat Bazaar (Traffic Nawa Killiare among the (Balochistan Express, duce congestion. Call to Action: A Col-
mediate intervention these roads remain causing an annual rev- Survey: Quetta Smart worst affected. During 2024). 4. Regulating Rick- lective Responslblllly
from both authorities gridlocked, affecting enue loss of Rs 15 billion and Safe City, 2023). rainfall, flooding exacer- shaws and Motorcycles
and residents. This ar- daily life and economic to the national exche- Although the gov- bates the problem, mak- Solutions to Fix * Implement route-
ticle explores the root activity. quer. ernment has revisited the ing navigation nearly im- Quetta’s Traffic Woes ~ based restrictions for
causes of Quetta’s traf- Major Traffic Chal- B 2024, this num- Quetta Mass Transit possible. To address Quetta’s rickshaws to prevent jams, reckless drivers,
fic woes, identifies the lenges in Quetta ber hay surged to nearly Train project, A tragic reminder of - worsening traffic crisis, acongestion in commer- and ‘poorly managed
most affected areas, and Severe Congestion 80,000, with a significant financial road infra- ted approach is  cial hubs. roads Yet, the problem
outlines urgent solu- on Key ds concentration in Quetta have delayed its execu- structure crisis occurred needed, combining road * Create designated just be-

tions to restore order to congestion (Excise and Taxation De-  tion, leaving residents in 2024, when a bus cxpansion, better en- parking arcas for rick- cause of Wsdk gover-

the roads. is wom in commercial partment, 2024). without an efficient alter- plunged into a ravine in forcement, and public ~haw~ and mmmLyLle\ nance, but because of
The Strain on hubs such as Liaquat Despite periodic native to private trans- Washuk district due to transport collective
Quetta’s Road Infra- Bazaar, Masjid Road, crackdowns, including port. poor road conditions. Here are some key solu- lraffc Law}:nforcemenl Authorities must
structure Jinnah ~ Road, and the 2023 seizure of 115 Encroachments and  Despite promises of road  tions: * Deploy more traf- act swiftly to expand
Quetta’s road net- Zarghoon Road, where NCP vehicles worth R~ Illegal improvements, delays in 1. Road fic police officers to en- roads, enforce traffic
work, originally de- vehicles move at a 982 million (ARY News, Parking ~ Worsen infrastructure projects Expansion and sure compliance with laws, and implement
signed during the colo- snail’s pace during peak 2023), Congestion continue to endanger Maintenance traffic rules. public transport reforms.
nial era, was never in- hours. enforcement efforts Unauthorized stalls  commuters. * Widen key roads + Impose heavier Citizens, too, have a role
tended fo accommodate With no alternative have failed to stem the and illegal parking oc- Weak Traffic Man- such as Masjid Road, fines and penalties on to play— by obeying traf-
the city’s rapid popula- routes or bypasses, all tide. Quetta’s traffic po- cupy nearly 30% of road agemenl and Enforce- Jinnah ~Road, and reckless drivers, fic rules, avoiding ille-
tion growth and rising traffic is  funncled pace in busy commer- men Zarghoon Road to ac

Removing En-  gal parking, and discour-
croachments and [llegal aging encroach

number of vehicles. Al- _through_these roads, il zones such as Prince Ala(,kolpmpel traf- _commodate growing traf: achments.

Neither Capltahsm nor Communism

Azizur Rehman Agha
The Cold War may have cause they represent ex-
ended, but the ideologi-

tremes — one suffo-
cal clash between Capi-

cates freedom; the other
talism and Communism breeds inequality. Islam,
continues to shape glo- however, offers a bal-
bal polit; ics, anced socio-economic
and mlcmauunal rela- philosophy that harmo-

tions. Even today, global nizes justice, freedom,
alliances reflect these and social welfare.

old ideological divi- The Islamic eco-
sions. nomic system allows pri-

However, both vate ownership and busi-
Capitalist and Commu- ness freedom, but regu-
nist systems have failed lates them through moral

to manage political and and legal checks. The

socio-economic affairs obligation of Zakat
effectively. One system (charity) redistributes
suppresses personal wealth, preventing con-
freedom; the other deep- centration in the hands

ens inequality. Both ofa few.

carry serious structural Meanwhile, the pro-
flaws that make them un- hibition of Riba (usury)
suitable for modern so- ensures financial fair-
cieties. ness and discourages

This calls fora new, exploitation. Together,
balanced approach these principles foster
one found in the Islamic economic justice, social
socio-economic and po- cohesion, and sustain-
litical philosophy, which able development.
follows a middle path Conclusion
between the two ex- Neither Capitalism
tremes. nor Communism pro-

Communism fail be-

The Flaws of Com- vides a complete solu-
munism tion to humanity’s politi-
Communism lies at cal and economic chal-
one extreme of the ideo- lenges. Both contain in-

logical spectrum. It sup- herent flaws — one cur-
presses individual free- tails human freedom, the
doms such as speech, other destroys social
p

ss, and trade. equality.

Historical examples The Islamic socio-
from Maoist China dur- economic model, how-
ing the Cultural Revolu- ever, offers the ideal
tion (1966-1976) show middle path — balanc-
how intellectual expres- Economically, pers development and lies Capitalism, which alists while exploiting withrapid industrializa- growing inequality, ing individual rights
sion was crushed — Communism eliminates ~limits prosperity. The se- has enabled just 1% of - the working class. Under  tion and profit maximiza- moral decay and eco-  with collective welfare.
books and music not private property and vere restrictions on ba- the world’s population Capitalism, profit takes tion has led to environ- logical harm — make Withits emphasison;j
aligned with party ideol- dlscuurdgcs entrepre- sic righ s to control more wealth precedence over people mental destruction, re (,dplldll;m an unfit tice, eq
ogy were banned, and neurship. Without per- ¥ ism un-  than the o — workers are overbur- ;uun,cdcplcuon andcli- model for an equitable, - responsibility. Islam pre-
private libraries were de- sonal incentive, indi- sustainable in modern combined. dened, and ethical val- mate cris sustainable society. sents the most sustain-
stroyed. Similarly, in the ~ viduals lose motivation nation-states. This system inher- ues are often sacrificed Itpnon izes wealth The Islamic Socio- able and humane politi-
USSR, any deviation toinnovate and work for The Problems with ently promotes eco- for industrial gains. accumulation  over Economic Philosophy:A cal and economic phi-
from party thought was economic growth. As a  Capitalism nomic inequality, em- hermore, sustainability. Thesein- Balanced Approach  losophy for the modern

treated as a crime. result, this system ham- On the other end powering elite industri- Capitalism’s obsession ternal contradictions Both Capitalismand ~ worl
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Wholesale sugar price drop
sharply in Karachi, Punjab

NEWS DESK: Similar relief has Rs100 per kilogram.
Wholesale  sugar been seen in Punjab, Market insiders
prices show a clear where the wholesale attributed the price
downward trend na- price of sugar has decline toample sugar
tionwide following dropped to Rs145 per stocks nationwide,
strict government kilogram. Wholesale with large quantitics
measures to curb Grocers Association currently stored to en-
hoarding, speculation chairperson Abdul sure an uninterrupted
and artificial price Rauf Ibrahim con- supply.
hikes. The impact is firmed the decline, In addition to do-
most evident in major saying government in- mestic production,
markets, particularly terventions had played about 150,000 tonnes
Karachi and Punjab, akeyroleinstabilising of imported sugar are
where prices have re-  the market and dis- available in ware-
corded a significant couraging profiteering. houses, further easing
drop. Ibrahim said for- pressure on prices.
In Karachi, sugar ward sugar deals Traders said sus-
prices have fallen were now being tained monitoring,
sharply, with rates booked at Rs135 per strict action against
dropping from Rs200 kilogram, signalling hoarding and steady
per kilogramto Rs150 expectations of fur- crushing operations
per kilogram. Market ther price declines in would help maintain
sources say the thecoming weeks. He price stability. Con-
wholesale price has added that continued sumers welcomed the

Soldier martyred in DI Khan counter-insurgency

NEWS DESK: Asoldier
was martyred during a
counter-insurgency op-
eration in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa’s Dera
Ismail Khan district on
Monday, in which seven
terrorists were killed, the
military’s media wing
said in a statement.

According to the
Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR), an in-
telligence-based opera-
tion (IBO) was carried
out in DI Khan’s
Kulachi area on the re-
ported presence of ter-
rorists belonging to the
Indian proxy Fitna al
Khawarij.

Fitna—al-](hawarij is
aterm the state uses for
terrorists belonging to
the banned Tehreek-i-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP).

“During the con-
duct of [the] operation,
own troops effectively
engaged the khwarij lo-
cation and after an in-
tense fire exchange,
seven khwarij were sent
to hell,” the statement
read.

During the battle,
Naik Yasir Khan, 34, a
resident of Mardan, em-
braced martyrdom after
“having fought gal-
lantly [and] paid the ul-
timate sacrifice”, the
ISPR said.

e statement
added that weapons and
ammunition were seized
from the dead terrorists,
who were involved in
terrorist activity in the
area. “[A] sanitisation

operation: ISPR

operation is being con-
ducted to eliminate any
other Indian-sponsored
kharji found in the area,
as the relentless Counter
Terrorism campaign un-
der vision ‘Azm-i-
Istehkam’ (as approved
by the Federal Apex
Committee on National
Action Plan) by security
forces and law enforce-
ment agencies of Paki
stan will continue at full
pace to wipe out the

‘menace of foreign-spon-
sored and supported
terrorism from the coun-
try,” the statement con-
cluded.

Earlier, security
forces killed 13 terrorists
in two IBOs across KP,
the military’s media wing
said in a statement on
Sunday.
“On 12-13 Decem-
ber 2025, thirteen
Khwarij belonging to In-
dian proxy Fitna Al

Khwarij were killed in
two separate engage-
ments in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa prov-
ince,” the ISPR said in a
statement.

It said that the first
intelligence-based op-
eration (IBO) was carried
out on the reported pres-
ence of the terrorists in
KP’s Mohmand district,
while the other was car-
ried out in Bannu.

Earlier this year, Pa-
kistan ranked second in
the Global Terrorism In-
dex 2025, with the num-
ber of deaths in terrorist
attacks rising by 45 per
cent as compared to the
previous year. The Glo-
bal Terrorism Index 2025,
published by the Insti-
tute for Economics and
Peace (IEP), provides a
comprehensive sum-
mary of the key trends
and patterns in terrorism
over the last 17 years.

Last month, secu-
ity forces eliminated 22
terrorists during an op-
eration in the Bannu dis-
trict

Punjab to field new riot control force for ‘unlawful’ protests

NEWS DESK: Punjab is
set to raise a separate
force for handling “un-
lawful” protests and
mobs, as the Punjab
Assembly’s Standing
Committee on Home Af-
fairs on Monday cleared
a sweepi

declined further to government action
Rs146 per kilogram, and the ongoing sug- hope that the fall in
reflecting improved arcane crushing sea- wholesale  prices
supply and tighter mar-  son could push prices would soon translate
ket regulation. lower, potentially to into lower retail rates.

Aurangzeb highlights
Pakistan’s strategic shift to restore
economic confidence

NEWS DESK: Finance anunprecedented 38%. its approval earlier this
Minister Muhammad On the fiscal front, week. He stated that
Aurangzeb underscored ~ Pakistan has achieved  such developments dem-
Pakistan’s strategic shift primarysurpluses, while —onstrate growing mler»
from seeking aid-based the current account defi- national

in,
tothe Pollce Order, 2002,
to tighten control over
riots, violent protests
and unlawful assemblies
across the province.

The proposed Po-
lice Order (Second
Amendment) Act, 2025,
introduces a dedicated
Riot Management Unit
(RMU), empowered to
manage riots across
Punjab with modern gear
and training specifically
for crowd control.

The RMU will oper-

suits and prosecutions
for lawful use of force.
To strengthen ac-
countability, the amend-
ment makes organisers,
instigators and facilita.

support towards trade- cit remains well within Pakistan’s economic
and investment-led en- targeted limits. Accord-  management and reform
gagement to ensure ing to the finance czar, trajectory. The finance
Tong-term economic the exchange rate has minister further
sustainability and mutu-  also stabilised, and for- emphasised that macro-
ally beneficial partner- eign exchange reserves economic stabilisation
ships, particularly with have improved to ap- has been achieved
the Gulf Cooperation proximately 2.5 months through a coordinated
Council (GCC) coun- of import cover, reflect- approach combining
tries. ing strengthening exter-  disciplined monetary
Inaninterview with nal buffers. He main- and fiscal policies with
CNN Business Arabia, tained that the country an ambitious structural
Aurangzeb highlighted ~has two major external = reform agenda.
the vision of Prime Min-  validations, which indi- “Reforms are being
ister Shehbaz Sharif, cate Pakistan’s improv- implemented across key
which reflected  ing economic outlook.  areas, including taxa-
Pakistan’s renewed eco- Firstly, he said, all tion, energy, state-
nomic confidence and  three international credit owned enterprises, pub-
reform momentum. rating agencies have lic financial manage-
He said that Paki- aligned their assess- ment, and privatisation,
stan has followeda com- ments this year by up- aimed at consolidating
prehensive macroeco- grading Pakistan’s rat- stability and laying the
nomic stabilisation pro- ings and outlook. On the foundation for sustain-
gram for the past 18 other hand, the country ab growth,”
months, whichhas deliv- has completed the sec- Aurangzeb said. The fi-
ered tangible and mea- ond review under the nance ministeralso high-
surable results, while i IMF Extended Fund Fa- lighted the significant
flation has declined to  cility, with the IMF Ex- progress in Pakistan’s
single-digit levels from ecuuve Board granting lmpmvemenl of the lax»

DP ratio. “During and technology,” he ing, and cooperation at
the last fiscal year, it in-  said. international financial
creased to 10.3 per cent, “The minister further ~ institutions such as the
witha clear path towards highlighted efforts to International Monetary
11 per cent,” the finance  improve governance in Fund.
minister said. He further [power] distribution “This relationship
explained the companies, involve pri- is now evolving towards
government’s objective vate sector expertise, anew phase centred on
to reach a level of tax advance privatisation, trade expansion and in-
collection that ensures and reduce circular debt, vestment flows. Remit-
fiscal sustainabilityover which has long con- tances continue to play
the medium to long term.  strained the power sec- avital role in supporting

“This is being pur-  tor. the current account,
sued through widening “Rationalising the with inflows reaching
the tax base by bringing tariffregime is essential ~ approximately $38 billion
previously undertaxed to making energy more last year and projected
but economically sig- competitive for industry, to rise to $41-42 billion
nificant sectors such as thereby enabling indus- this year, over half of
real estate, agriculture, trial revival and eco- which originates from
and wholesale and retail nomic growth,” he GCC countries,” he
trade into the formal net, ~ stressed. added. He further said,
alongside deepening Senator Aurangzeb “Pakistan is actively en”
compliance by reducing acknowledged  the gaging with GCC part-
leakages through pro- longstanding support of ners to attract invest-
duction monitoring sys- GCC countries, includ- ment in priority sectors
tems and Al-enabled ing Saudi Arabia, the including energy, oil and
technologies. Simulta- United Arab Emlmle; gas, minerals and mining,
neously, the tax admin- and Qatar, for their criti- artificial intelligence,
istration is being trans- cal role in critical role digital infrastructure,
formed through reforms  supporting Pakistan pharmaceuucals and

g

in people, processes, through financing, fund- agriculture.”

ate under an

inspector general of po-
lice (AIG), supervised by
the provincial police of-
ficer. Akey feature of the
billis the formal declara-
tion of “riot zones.” Un-
der the new law, the
deputy

tors of riots y
liable. Courts will be

quired to order compen-
sation for deaths, inju-
ries, mental trauma and
property damage caused
during iots or unlawul

able and tried by ses-
sions courts on a day-
to-day basis, witha man-
dalm'y decision within
30 day:

The bill also bars
accused persons from
transferring property
once a case is registered
and restricts foreign
travel without court per-
mission. The use of
modern surveillance

‘'ompensa-
tion will be

and district police officer
can jointly declare any
cted area ariot zone,
allowing authorities to
cordon offroads, evacu-
ate civilians and appoint
an incident commander
to coordinate all depart-
ments during opera-

ions.

The bill grants legal
protection to police and
RMU personnel for ac-
tions taken “in good
faith” during riot control,
shielding them from law-

as arrears of land rev-
enue, with up to three
>, With P

Safe City cameras, is al-
lowed, with video and
photographic evidence

£

default. A new chapter,
‘Offences in the Riot
Zone’, prescribes up to
10 years” imprisonment
and fines up to
Rs500,000 for attacks on
police, law enforcement
personnel or private in-
dividuals, as well as for
damage to public or pri-
vate property.

Such offences will
be cognisable, non-bail-

leclare
court. According to the
statement of objects, the
amendments seek to ad-
dress rising public un-
rest, violent protests
and attacks on law en-
forcement, while ensur-
ing compensation for
victims and clearer legal
cover for police action.
will now
move to the Punjab As-
sembly floor for enact-

‘ment. 1his development
comes several months
afier the religio-political
party Tehreek-i-Labbaik
Pakistan (TLP) had be-
gun a protest march in
Lahore, which turned
violent. The party —
which has a history of
violent protests — had
set out for what it de-
scribed as a “Gaza soli-
darity” march, pledging
to reach Islamabad and
protest outside the US
embassy. Ahead of its
planned march, roads
had been blocked in
‘multiple areas of Punjab
and mobile internet ser-
vices suspended in the
federal capital and
Rawalpindi. The TLP
protesters had camped at
Muridke on the night of
October 11, the very first
day of their march, and
later stayed there until
an operation by law en-
forcement personnel on
October 13 that resulted

in their dispersal.

Dawn reported that
the marchers were un-
able to move forward due
to large trenches dug by
the district administra-
tion along the main GT
Road. Meanwhile,
throughout the duration
of the protest, reports of
clashes between TLP ac-
tivists and law enforce-
ment personnel kept
emerging.

On October 12, law
enforcement agencies,
including Pakistan
Rangers (Punjab) and
large contingents of po-
lice from five districts,
were dispatched to
Muridke and were re-
ported to have sur-
rounded the TLP protest
camp, in what appeared
to be preparations for a
large-scale operation.

Subsequently, law
enforcement agencies
launched a sweeping
pre-dawn operation on
Oct 13 to dismantle the
party’s protest camp in
Muridke, triggering vio-
lent clashes, widespread
chaos and dozens of ar-
rests. In the wake of the
violence, the federal
government banned the
TLP under the Anti-Ter-
rorism Act on October
24, after receiving a rec-
ommendation from the
Punjab government to
place them on the Fourth
Schedule of the ATA —
alist of proscribed indi-
viduals who are sus-
pected of terrorism and/
or sectarianism.

MQM-P proposes disbursing local bodies’ share through
NFC as provinces fail to transfer funds to districts

NEWS DESK: Federal
Health Minister and
Muttahida  Qaumi
Movement Pakistan
(MQM-P)  leader
Mustafa Kamal shared
key features of his
party’s draft constitu-
tional amendment, pro-
posing the disbursement
of districts” shares
through the National Fi-
nance Commission
(NFC) as the provinces
failed to transfer funds
to local bodies.

He was addressing
a gathering held at the
Karachi Chamber of
Commerce and Indus-
tries on Monday.

Kamal said regional
autonomy comes when
all stakeholders are em-
powered and autono-
mous decision-making
powers are devolved
from the chiefminister to
union council chairmen.

He said that there is
a mechanism for dis-
bursing funds from the
federal government to
the provinces, but no
mechanism for transfer-
ring funds from prov-
inces to local bodies.

“It's up to a
person’s will to either
grant Rs1,000 billion to
someone or to grant
nothing to another.”

He highlighted that
Article 140a of the Con-
stitution stressed the
devolution of political,
administrative, and fi-
nancial powers to
elected local representa-

tives.

“Every CM inter-
prets this according to
his own will,” the health
minister said.

MQM-P leader said,
“Our partyheld delibera-
tions and drafted a con-
stitutional amendment to
propose some structural
reforms in the NFC divis-
ible pool.”

Kamal maintained
that the constitutional

inces.”
The former mayor
of Karachi lamented that
his tenure as the mayor
ended in 2010; however,
the local bodies election
held in 2015 was held on
the orders of the Su-
preme Court
He criticised the
then-provincial govern-
ment for running the af-
fairs of a metropolitan
city lhrough a govern-
dmin-

draft pre-
pared by his party pro-
posed disbursing the
shares of districts and
local bodies through the
same mechanism used to
transfer federal funds to
the provinces.

“We want to add
the districts in the cen-
tral divisible pool of the
NEC as the provinces
are, so the local bodies
may get their shares di-
rectly from federal gov-
ernment without the in-
tervention of prov-

istrator rather than a
people-elected mayor.
“Can you imagine
cities like New York or
Shanghai even running
for five days without a
mayor?” he boasted.
The minister said
Karachi was among the
12 rapidly developing
cities when he was the
mayor. “I feel saddened
by the current situation
of this city, as Karachi
has now become one of
the four worst cities to

live in.” Kamal said, “T
have said multiple times
on the floor of the par-
liament that the IMF
cannot lift our country
from this economic
quagmlre but Karachi

" “There are two op-
erational seaports in Pa-
kistan, which serve as
the economic gateway;
both are situated in
Karachi, but sadly, this
city doesn’t have qual-
ity drinking water,” he
erieved.
“The tanker mafia
steals our city’s water to
sell to us because pow-
erful circles are backing
them.” He added that the
country’s external en-
emies cannot harm us;
the real threat comes
from enemies within.
Kamal also re-
sponded to critics of his
party for being in gov-
ernment but unable to
deliver. “These minis-

tries that we have are not
a benediction bestowed
upon us; I handle them
with utmost care,” he
said.

He added that his
party is here to utilise
whatever space remains
to deliver results.

“We voice our con-
cerns at all the relevant
platforms; authorities
listen to us, acknow
edge our concerns; how-
ever, we need an imme-
diate fix.”

“No one ignores
the potential of Karachi,
no one says that we
don’t want to fix the is-
sues of this city, but
when will this fixation
begin? No one knows.”

He retorted to his
political opponents,
“We are not in power in
this city nor in this prov-
ince. Those who have
been in power could
have sidelined us from
politics through their
performance, but why
do people still remember
what Mustafa Kamal
did?” “We have never
extended our hands in
front of anyone for any
favour; we want to fix the
system through the con-
stitution.” The federal
minister deplored the
structural gaps in the
stem. He said that he
cels helpless against
the system of this coun-
try, as even the transfers
and postings in his own
ministry are approved by
the cabinet.
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“PPP wins PS-9 Shikarpur by-election, Form 47 issued

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan (ECP)
has formally an-
nounced the results of
the by-election in
Shikarpur’s PS-9 con-
stituency and issued

Form47. The PS-9 seat
fell vacant following
the demise of former
provincial assembly
speaker Agha Siraj
Durrani.

According to the

of Pakistan , the Re-
turning Officer has re-
leased Form 47, de-
claring  Pakistan
People’s Party candi-
date Agha Shehbaz
Khan Durrani success-
ful with 72,964 votes

from PS-9 Shikarpur.

Jamiat Ulema-e-
Islam (F) candidate
Maulana Rashidullah
Shah secured second
position with 9,489
votes. The voter turn-
out in the PS-9

The total number of
registered voters in the
constituency is
277,792, including
148,128 men and

129,245 women.
Strict security ar-
were put

Shikarpur by-election
stood at 31.68 percent.

A total of 88,017
votes were cast across
178 polling stations.
The seat had fallen va-
cant following the declared sensitive and
passing of former 54 highly sensitive.

Sindh Assembly
Speaker Agha Siraj
Durrani.

Out of the 178
polling stations in the
constituency, 84 were

in place to maintain law
and order at polling sta-
tions. More than 3,000
police officers and per-
sonnel were deployed,
while Rangers and the
Quick Response Force
remained on alert.

Election Commission

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting
regarding power sector.

Justice Tariq Jahangiri expresses no
confidence in IHC CJ Dogar-led bench

ISLAMABAD
(INP): Islamabad
High Court (IHC) Jus-
tice Tariq Jahangiri
has expressed a lack
of confidence in the
bench headed by IHC

amounted to a conflict
of interest, stating that
the ChiefJustice could
not hear a case against
him. He maintained
that his objection was
not to the proceedings

courtroom, Chief Jus-
tice Sarfraz Dogar
asked lawyers to take
their seats, noting that
Justice Jahangiri was
present in court.
Justice Jahangiri

charges are framed
after seven days,
whereas he had been
given only three days”
notice. He cautioned
that setting sucha pre-
cedent in quo warranto

Chief Justice Sardar stated that he had re- , but to the di could
Sarfraz Dogar in the ceived the notice on composition of the have far-reaching and
degree controversy Thursday and that it bench. damaging  conse-
case and requested did not include a copy He further con- quences.

tended that a writ of
quo warranto is heard
by a single bench, not
a division bench. He
also objected to being
restrained from judi-
cial work, calling it
unprecedented in judi-
cial history. In re-
sponse, the CJ re-
marked that Justice
Jahangiri would re-
ceive the same justice
as any other indi-
vidual.

that the matter be
transferred to another
bench.

The hearing of the
case related to Justice
Jahangiri’s academic
degree was conducted
by abench comprising
Chicef Justice Sarfraz
Dogar and Justice
Azam Khan. Justice
Jahangiri and the
counsel for the
Islamabad Bar Asso-
ciation appeared be-

He also stated,
under oath, that his
degree was genuine,
adding that the univer-
sity had never de-
clared it fake nor
claimed that it had not
issued it.

Addressing the
CJ directly, Justice
Jahangiri said he did
not trust the current
bench and requested
that the case be as-
signed to another

of'the petition. He said
the case was old and
requested time to ob-
tain and review the
petition.

Justice Jahangiri
formally objected to
Chief Justice Sarfraz
Dogar presiding over
the bench, to which the
Chief Justice re-
sponded that both
were judges and that
a petition had been
filed against Justice

fore the court during Jahangiri. Justice Jahangiri bench, along with rea-
the proceedings. Justice Jahangiri further said that even sonable time to pre-
Addressing the argued that this in murder cases, pare his defence.

Injured DSP couple
celebrates wedding
anniversary at
Shikarpur hospital

SHIKARPUR (INP): A
couple of DSPs, who
had been seriously in-
jured due to firing by

Motorways M2,
M-3, M-4, M-5 closed
due to thick fog

MULTAN (INP): Thick tional Highway due to
fog again blanketed low visibility.

several areas of Punjab Dense fog also en-
and Sindh on the night gulfed Pattoki, Phool
between Sunday and Nagar, Okara, Sahiwal,
Monday, paralyzing rou- - Kaswal, lgbal Nagar,

Therefore, they cel-
ebrated the big day at a
hospital. DSP Paras has
now been shifted from

dacoits during an en-  the ICUtoa room, while | tine life and disrupting - Chicha Watni, Mian
counter in Shikarpur, her husband, Dr.|road traffic on the Channu, Khanewal
Sindh, celebrated their Soomro, has been dis- [ Motorways due to low Multan, Basti Malook,
wedding anniversary at charged from the hospi- | Visibility. Lodhran, Bahwalpur and
an Intensive Care Unit tal. Aspokesman ofthe  Rahim Yar Khan.

Motorway Police said
that the thick fog has
badly affected the flow
of road traffic in several

The Motorway po-
lice have appealed the
drivers to use the Grand
Trunk (GT) Road for trav-

(ICU) of a hospital. A
large cake was cut to
mark the occasion.

Both husband and

However, he is still
present with his wife at
the hospital.

When the BBC ap-

wife, DSP Dr Zahoor proached them on Satur- | cities of Punjab and elling. They have also
Ahmad Soomro and day evening, Paras had | Sindh. urged the drivers to
DSP Paras Bakhrani, been shifted to a room. The spokesperson  drive slowly and switch

also said that the
Motorways, including
M2 from Thokar Niaz
Baig to Hiran Minar, M3
from Darkhana to
Faizpur, M4 from Pindi
Bhattian to Abdul
Hakeem, M5 from Zahir
Pir to Rohri, and M11
from Lahore to Sambrial,
have been closed to all
types of traffic.

The Motorway po-
lice have also requested
people to stay home and
avoid unnecessary trav-
elling. Dense fog has
also disrupted traffic at
several places on the Na-

on fog lights.

The Motorway po-
lice also urged people to
prefer to travel during
daytime from 10 am to 6
pm and not to violate
lane discipline.

Travellers seeking
assistance or real-time
updates were directed to
contact the Motorway
Police helpline at 130.
Officials said the af-
fected  motorways
would be reopened once
weather conditions im-
prove and visibility re-
turns to acceptable lev-
els.

However, she was in
pain and was not in a
position to speak for the
next few days.
Therefore, the BBC
spoke to her husband,
who informed that
dacoits had robbed a
man of Rs2.6 million in
Shikarpur on December

dressed in gowns of pa-
tients, had a smile on
their faces, which was
full of life and vitality.
They joined their ban-
daged hands together to
‘make the sign of a heart.

They were due to
celebrate their wedding
anniversary on Decem-
ber 9. And for that, they
had arranged a cake and
made special arrange-
ments. But on that very
day, they were seriously
injured in an encounter
with dacoits who were
fleeing after committing
robbery.

Nine dacoits were
killed while two senior
police officers injured
during a joint operation
launched by Rangers
and police in Shikarpur
District of Sindh on last
Tuesday morning.

2l 1 £ -
ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Overseas Pakistanis and HRD, Chaudhry Salik Hussain ad-
dressing the event regarding International Day for Migrants.

200-meter extension planned for Surbandar
Fishing Jetty breakwater

Gwadar (INP); Under economy, accordingto construction stan- and annual operational
a new devel an official dards. costs through its own
plan, the Surbandar During the visit, Khan reviewed resources. He also or-
Fishing Jetty break- officials reviewed repair work on the dered strictimplemen-
water willbe extended damage caused by sea Surbandar floating tation of the approved
by 200 meters to pro- erosion to the existing jetty and instructed schedule of charges.
tect the jetty and the breakwater and the that all materials used Khan said that the
nearby fishing settle- adjoining road and dis- must be suitable for GDA has constructed
ment from sea erosion cussed measures to harsh marine condi- fishing jetties at
and to enhance the prevent further dete- tions. He emphasized Surbandar and
facility’s operational rioration. the use of durable, Pishukan to promote
life, Director General The extension long-lasting materials, the fisheries sector.
of the Gwadar Devel- project is expected to particularly high-qual- He said the facili-
Authority improve the durability ity wood capable of ties have significantly
Moin-ur- of the jetty and pro- withstanding seawa- improved boat anchor-

Rehman Khan said videadditional protec- ter and extreme ing, fish loading and
during an inspection tion to the fishing weather. unloading, and timely
visit, Gwadar Pro re- town. Stressingtheneed access to markets,

The GDA chief
also inspected ongoing
construction, expan-
sion and repair work
on the Coastal High-
way to Surbandar link
road and directed en-
gineers and contrac-
tors to complete the
project within the
stipulated timeframe
while mai high

Indian forces arrest 200
Kashmiri youth in fresh
valley-wide crackdown

ISLAMABAD The label “over- don-and-search op-
(INP): In another ground workers™ is erations across the
wide-ranging crack- widely seen as a term  occupied territory.

ported on Monday.
The proposed ex-
tension is aimed at
safeguarding key in-
frastructure from in-
creasing marine haz-
ards and ensuring the
long-term
sustainability of the
fishing jetty, which
plays a vital role in the
local fisheries-b:

for sustainable opera-
tions, the director gen-
eral directed the
project director to de-
velop an effective
business model for the
Surbandar Fishing
Jetty.

The model, he
said, should enable the
facility to cover its
repair

contributing to eco-
nomic activity in the
coastal belt.

He was also ac-
companied by GDA
Chief Engineer Haji
Syed Mohammad,
Surbandar Jetty
Project Director Haji
Mohammad Hanif and
contractor Haji Sharif
Zamel and others.

Islamabad traffic
police challan
Maulana
Haideri's car over
son's violations
ISLAMABAD

(INP):Islamabad Traffic
Police on Monday is-

downinIndianillegally coined by the Indian Hundreds of coordi- | sueda traffic ticket to the
occupied Jammu and military establishment nated raids, cordon- {’ﬁh‘de DIZTE"';;ZJIQTGQI[
Kashmir, Indian police, to legifimize thearrest and-search opera- | Giema-eIslam Fazl (UL

F) leader Maulana Abdul

backed by paramilitary
forces, have detained
approximately 200
Kashmiri youths
across the Kashmir
Valley, branding them
as so-called over-
ground workers.

According  to
Kashmir Media Ser-
vice, the large-scale
operation began on
Saturday and contin-
ued into Sunday morn-
ing at several loca-
tions, including
Srinagar and other
parts of the Kashmir
Valley.In coordinated
raids targeting what
authorities termed an
“OGW  network,”
nearly 200 youths
were taken into cus-
tody under the pretext
of questioning.

of ordinary Kashmiris.

Whilepolice claim
the detentions are in-
tended to disrupt al-
leged support systems
for pro-freedom
groups, human rights
observers and local
residents caution that
such actions often en-
snare civilians with no
proven links to mili-
tancy. They warn that
the broad use of the
“OGW?” label fuels
fear among the popu-
lation and erodes ba-
sic rights, noting that
mass detentions fre-
quently occur without
transparent  legal
grounds or due pro-
cess in the occupied
territory. The crack-
down comes amid on-
gomg heightened cor-

tions, and interroga-
tions of individuals
have taken place over
recent weeks, reflect-
ing a sustained and
wide-ranging strategy
by the occupation au-
thorities.

Human rights
groups say the wave
of arrests further high-
lights the erosion of
civil and political rights

Ghafoor Haideri, under-
scoringa policy of indis-
criminate enforcement of
traffic laws.

The vehicle was
fined for multiple viola-
tions, including the use

of tinted windows, fail-
ure to wear a seat belt,
and a non-standard
number plate.

Traffic Police offi-
cials said the black pa-

er covering the
in Kashmir, where ar- | Vehicle’s windows was
rests are often justi- | removed on the spot.
fied under the pretext They stated that
of “preventive deten- | Haideri’s son was driv-
tion” through draco- | ing the vehicle at the
nian laws. They cau- | time of the incident and
tion that such opera- | that the challan was is-
tions decpen mistrust | Sued at Islamabad Ex-
among the population | PSS Thgy 2150 con-
and exacerbate the al- | irmed tha the seat belt
ready fragile socio-po- | violation was among the
litical environment in primary grounds for is-
the territory. suing the ticket.

KUWAIT: Federal ansler for Petroleum Ali Pervaiz Malik held meeting with Kuwait's Minister of
Oil Tariq Sulaiman Al-Roumi.

New JIT in Dr Warda Mushtaq murder
case begins working

Sonia Shimroz has tody in connection
also been included in  with the murder of Dr.
itBesides that, there Warda, was produced
are doctors, lawyers, before a local magis-
the officials of the trate where he re-
CTD, Special Branch corded an important
and the prosecution in  statement.
the team. On Sunday, a key
Also on Monday, suspect in the murder
the administration case of Dr. Warda,
sealed and took in its identified as Shamrez,
possession an old was killed during a
gurdwara which police encounter in
Waheed, the husband Abbottabad.
of Rida, a suspect in According to de-
Dr. Warda murder tails, Shamrez had
case, had obtained on been an absconder in
lease and turned it into  the case and was also
a shopping mall. Sus- wanted in connection
pect in murder case with multiple murder
produced in court cases before Dr
Pervaiz, who had Warda’s killing.
been taken into cus- Authorities said

ABBOTTABAD
(INP): The new Joint
Investigation Team
(JIT), formed after the
removal of
Abbottabad to probe
the murder of Dr.
‘Warda Mushtaq, who
was a medical officer
at DHQ Hospital,
Abbottabad, began its
working on Monday.

The team visited
the places where the
deceased was taken
after her abduction
and where her body
was concealed. The
team also visited Dr.
Warda’s grave.

The team is being
headed by Khayam
Hussain, while AIG

that police had con-
ducted a series of raids
over ten days in pur-
suit of the suspect,
eventuallylocating him
in Thandiani.

‘When officers at-
tempted to apprehend
him, Shamrez alleg-
edly opened fire on the
police, prompting a
counteraction that re-
sulted in his death.

Shamrez was re-
portedly hired as a pro-
fessional killer in the
Dr Warda case.

Investigators re-
vealed that after the
murder, Dr Warda’s
body had been con-
cealed in Thandiani by
the suspect.
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Reko Diq Mining Company Empowers Chagai Youth through
National Young Leaders Conference Participation

News Desk where they met with
CHAGAI - Reko Diq RDMC’s  General
Mining  Company " Manager, Ryan
(RDMC) has taken a Mitchell, and senior
signdiﬁcanllhslep to- . e = rbl}[?n;gﬁmemhlegmd
R e . . . o = = s R b
the participation of 20 mative opportunity for
young leaders from _ the youth to discover
District Chagai in the v their potential and be-
prestigious  Young BARRICK | come ambassadors of
Leaders Conference - . their communities.
(YLC). The participants

The YLC, orga-
nized by the School of
Leadership (SoL),
brings together tal-
ented youth from
across Pakistan to en-
hance their leadership
skills, encourage dia-
logue, and foster per-
sonal growth. The se-
lected participants,
comprising 10 young
men and 10 young
women, were chosen
through a rigorous
merit-based process,
showcasing their po-
tential as future lead-
ers. Before attending
the conference in
Karachi, the partici-
pants visited the Reko eration of leaders in
Diq Project site, Chagai and beyond.

Mobile Tower Blown Up in Turbat’s Kalatak PISHIN Annual Exammatlon Results Ceremony
Area, No Casualtles Reported\ - Held at Government Boys Middle School

gained valuable in-
sights into the project’s
technical and scientific
aspects, touring the
Geology Core Shed
and Laboratory, and
learning about the
Tethyan Belt and re-
gional geology.

This initiative re-
flects RDMC’s com-
mitment to community
engagement and youth
empowerment, align-
ing with the recom-
mendations of the
Community Develop-
ment  Committees
(CDCs). The pro-
gram aims to inspire
and equip the next gen-

R

From Our Corre- -

spondent:

TURBAT - A mobile
phone company’s
tower was destroyed
in an explosion in the
Kalatak area on Tues-
day, according to local
officials.

Authorities said
unidentified individuals
planted an explosive
device near the com-
munication tower in
the outskirts of Turbat.
The blast caused the
structure to collapse,
though no casualties
were reported.

Police have cor-
doned off the site and
launched an investiga-
tion to determine the
nature of the device
and identify those re-
sponsible.

praised the students’ excellent performance successes awaited
A ceremony was held hard work, the guid- of the students but them in the future.

at Government Boys ance of teachers, and also presented a spe- Headmaster
Middle School, Kalli the support of parents. cial contribution of Nasrullah  Ansari
Dab Khanzai, to dis- The school awarded PKR 20,000 to Head- urged teachers and
| tribute certificates for special prizes and cer- master  Nasrullah parents to continue
the annual examination tificates to the position ~ Ansari for school uni- supporting the stu-
results. The event was  holders to encourage forms, demonstrating  dents, highlighting that
attended by senior themand inspire other his commitment to the future of society

Internatlonal Antl-corruptlon Day journalist Ayub students to work dili- education. depends on their suc-

Tareen, Headmaster gently. In his address, he cess. The ceremony

nr Nasrullah Ansari, and The ceremony’s stated that the stu- concluded with the dis-
Obse ed ln Slbl tribal elder Malik dents’ achievements tributi i

News Desk:

chief guest was Ayub tribution of prizes

Ehsamuddin, along Tareen, Bureau Chief were the resultoftheir among the students by
with teachers, stu- of Hum News in dedication, parental the chief guest, jour-
dents, and parents Quetta and General support, and the tire- nalists, and teachers,
who actively partici- Secretary of Quetta less efforts of teach- marking a successful
pated. Press Club. He not ers, and he empha- and inspiring event for
Participants only appreciated the sized that many more the school community.

Gwadar Port Authority Chairman
and MPA Discuss Public
Issues and Development Plans

4 ey

SIBI: A seminar was DIGP Sibi Range, They noted that Paki- mined by Allah, and il-
held in Sibi to mark Barkat Hussain stan, despite its natu- legitimate means only
International Anti-Cor-  Khoso, were the chief ral resources, has damage dignity and
ruption Day, organized ~ guests. Deputy Direc- lagged in development respect.
by NAB Balochistan. tor Anti-Corruption, due to corruption. Deputy Director
The event was at- Shah Zaman The  speakers Anti-Corruption, Shah
tended by district offi- Mandokhail, and other  stressed that nepotism, Zaman Mandokhail,
cials, students, teach- officials also attended. favoritism, and viola- presented shields to
ers, civil society mem- Speakers empha- tion of merit have Commissioner
bers, and representa- sized that corruptionis eroded institutional Asadullah Faiz and
tives from various sec- a major obstacleto so- foundations. DIGP Barkat Hussain
tors. cietal and national de- They urged youth Khoso. Cash prizes

Commissioner velopment, weakening to adopt honesty and were distributed to stu-
Sibi Division, institutions, economy, transparency, saying dents who excelled in
Asadullah Faiz, and and social structure. thatlivelihood is deter- a speech competition.

Quetta Division Commissioner Reviews Operation
Against Illegal Afghan Res1dents and Other Foreigners

QUETTA: Commis-
sioner Quetta Division,
Shahzeb Khan Kakkar,
chaired a review meeting
of the ongoing opera-
tion against illegal Af-

GWADAR: Member Bakhsh, and Naveed will reopen the MW power plant has

ghan residents and other Provincial Assembly Muhammad, long-closed Red Cres- been approved by the
forcigners. . (MPA)  Maulana focused on drain- cent Hospital, provid- federal cabinet, re-
tended gyn[;z:t:tr;,gé;“: Hidayat ur Rahman ageissuesandthe con- ing basic medical fa- solving the electricity

missioner  Quetta Baloch met with struction of an effec- cilities to thousands of issue.

Mehrullah Badini, Assis onerQuetla;v.a\edlhat been handed over to the  and FlAmmem.fyup- Gwadar Port Author- tive drainagesystemto residents. _ MPA  Maulana
tant Commissioner Rev- over 30,000 illegal resi- district administration. ~ erations, adopt a joint | ity Chairman Noor ur mitigate flood-related ~  The meeting also Hidayat ur Rahman
enue, FIA, police, and dents have been de- The meeting was strategy to deport maxi- | Haq Baloch to discuss  problems. discussed issues faced Baloch praised the

other law enforcement ported from Quetta, informed that some for- mum individuals, and | public issues and de- A joint visit to by Kopek contract Chairman's efforts,
agencies, decided to in-  while Deputy Commis-  eigners are hidingin ur- ensure strict checks at| velopment plans in Mulla Band Ward is employees, mole hold- saying that his leader-
tensify the operation, sioner Kala Abdullahre- ban areas using fake hotels and transport [ Mylla Band Ward. planned to assess the ers, and administrative ship and strategy are

conducting two major ported 23,000 deporta- identitycards, andanew hubs. The meeting, at- situation. matters related to yielding positive re-
operations weekly and tions. Deputy Commis-  mechanism has been de- He emphasized tended by  fi o Th 'Ch . Gwadar Port lis.

increasing checks at ho- - sioner Pishinsaid 34,000 veloped to verifyidenti- that the  district| [S7C€C by lormer ¢ Lhairman an- - Gwadar Fort. sults, A
tels, bus stations, and out of 35,000 Afghan ties. administration's coordi- | Chairman Municipal - nounced that Gwadar -~ The ~Chairman  _andallrelevant in-
other areas. residents have been re- Commissioner nated efforts will ensure | Committee Gwadar Port Authority, in col- stated that the water stitutions are working

Briefing the meet- turned from two camps, Kakkar directed the ad- the return ofall illegal in- | Sharif Miah Dad, laboration with Paki- crisis has been largely together to resolve
ing, Deputy Commis- and the camps have ministration, police, FC, dividuals soon. Councilor Faisal Ullah = stan Navy, controlled, and a 50 Gwadar's issues.
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The myth of stability and Pakistan’s economic underperformance

NEWS DESK:A
"generally" held opin-
ion is that Pakistan's
economy has per-
formed better in mili-
tary-led governments
and that democracy
has held back our eco-
nomic potential. The
last such episode un-
der General
Musharraf (1999-
2007) saw a high
growth rate, better-
managed fiscal policy
and a high level of in-
vestment.

Based on a rather
superficial analysis of
these facts, it is be-
lieved that sustained
economic growth re-
quires political stability,
which is not possible
under a democratic
dispensation where
politics trumps eco-
nomics. About the
military rule and eco-
nomic growth, we now
understand that
Pakistan's foreign
policyrole in the evolv-
ing geopolitical situa-
tions has facilitated in-
flows and consump-
tion, which jacked up
growth. During the
last 10 years, essen-
tially since the
Panama scandal, Pa-
kistan has entered a
new "hybrid" regime
of economic and po-
litical governance.

This hybridity, or
being on one page, is
considered the sole
guarantee of a stable
and predictable eco-
nomic policy, which is
‘what, we are told, in-
vestors are always
looking for. With each
passing year, this bond
has been strengthened.
The current regime is
the third iteration of
this model. The
amendment in the
Army Act and the es-
tablishment of the Spe-
cial Investment Facili-
tation Council (SIFC)
clearly point in this di-
rection.

Despite  these
flawless  arrange-
ments, it should be
clear that we have not
seen any noticeable
increase in the level of
foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI).

The last spike in
FDI came with the
China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor
(CPEC) investments,
with around $27 billion
over 2013-2018. That
period culminated ina
huge current account
deficit of $18 billion in
2018. Since then, or
even before, the ex-
port level has been
falling in a relative
sense. Also, the levels
of poverty and unem-

<1
ployment have gone
up. Clearly, the hybrid
regime theory, the
imaginary foundation
of political stability,
though well imple-
mented, is not deliver-
ing.

Have we oversold
the slogan of political
stability as a precon-
dition of sustained eco-
nomic growth? I am
not concluding, but T
am questioning the
theory here.

There is an inher-
ent instability in any
democratic dispensa-
tion, as changes in the
political mandate can
lead to shifts in eco-

nomic policy. It is not
dissimilar to the uncer-
tainty and fatality of
market forces. In that
manner, both democ-
racy and market
economy share some
characteristics. We
cannot predict their
outcomes. While op-
erating within a larger
environment of policy
uncertainty, investors,
whether local or inter-
national, demand cer-
tainty in institutional
arrangements. They
want property rights,
easy regulations,
transparency and co-
operative administra-
tion. That depends on

impartial courts and a
professional burcau-
cracy. Businesses
also need highly skilled
human capital and a
healthy workforce.
Pakistan does not
have a shortage of fi-
nancial capital but is
clearly short of institu-
tional and social caj
tal. Therefore, we
now need to move be-
yond the slogan of po-
litical stability and talk
more seriously about
what really matters.
This is where, unfor-
tunately, we have
seen failure of all
types of regimes — be
it democratic, military

or hybrid.

Cana non-political
and technocratic ap-
proach fix it, as re-
cently argued by Atif
Mian? I tend to dis-
agree. A short-term
possible path within the
existing  political
economy, which
seems to be emerging
now, is open commu-
nication and collabora-
tion between the gov-
ernment and the pri-
vate corporate sector.
The formation of eight
working groups and
their recommenda-
tions are good signs. 1
can mention three
solid reforms which

have been proposed
and, in some cases,
accepted.

The Export De-
velopment Surcharge,
a useless nuisance of
the last 30-odd years,
a deduction of 0.25%
on all exports, is now
abolished. Another
working group has
proposed tax cuts
reaching a total of
Rs975 billion over the
next two years. One
group has recom-
mended devaluation of
the exchange rate as
per the real effective
exchange rate, which
indicates that our ex-
change rate is over-
valued by 4%.

These are not
transformative mea-
sures and will not di-
rectlyand immediately
address the crisis of
institutional and human

a per capita income
already surpassing

$5,000, is a great
transformation.
Quoting the

OECD (Organisation
for Economic Co-op-
eration and Develop-
ment) note on the In-
donesian model of
economic democracy,

"The regulation of
the economic system
in a country is insepa-
rable from the national
resource and asset
ownership system, the
resource allocation
mechanism, and the
mechanism for imple-
menting the national
production and distri-
bution process.

That economic
democracy and busi-
ness competition are
two things that run
smoothly and cannot
d in eco-

capital  shortage.
However, these are
solid and meaningful
changes that we can
appreciate.

In the long term,
we need to embrace
economic democracy.
This is a leaf from the
Indonesian constitu-
tion, and its recent eco-
nomic growth story
tells us that it has
worked really well.
Their high level of
growth and FDI, and

© sep

nomic life."

A sustained, in-
formed, inclusive and
transparent conversa-
tion on economic
transformation has to
start now. Pakistan
will continue to expe-
rience political instabil-
ity; however, we can
evolve and achieve
broad agreement on
the economic
roadmap, its direction
and institutional de-
sign.

Central bank slashes policy rate
by 50 bps to 10.5pc

NEWS DESK: The State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP)
on Monday reduced its
policy rate by 50 basis
points to 10.3 per cent,
effective from December
16. In a statement, the

flation remained within
the 5-7pc target range
on average during July-
November FY26, though
itsaid that core inflation
proved to be “relatively
sticky”.

“On balance, the in-
flation outlook remains
broadly unchanged,
‘mainly owing to the rela-
tively benign global
commodity prices and
anchored inflation ex-
pectations, amidst [a]
prudent monetary policy
stance,” the statement
read. The MPC further
observed that economic
activity was increasing
based on an improve-
ment in key high-fre-
quency indicators, in-
cluding a higher-than-

outlook,”

ing It further

the statement read.

“In this backdrop,
while ensuring the ongo-
ing price stability, the
MPC noted the avail-
able space to reduce the
policy rate to support
sustainable economic
erowth.”

Addmonally, the
committee observed
some developments
since its last meeting in
May, namely a rising un-
employment rate from
2020-21, increasing for-
cign exchange reserves
and “sizeable” debt re-
payments and increas-
ing consumer confi-
dence. It did note that
business confidence

noted that the sale of au-
tomobiles, fertiliser, ce-
ment and the imports of
‘machinery and interme-
diate goods, “all signal
apositive outlook for in-
dustrial activity”.

On the other hand,
the committee said that
the ongoing challenging
export environment
poses some risks for in-
dustrial outlook.

“In_the agriculture
sector, incoming infor-
mation about major
crops also support the
previous assessment,”
the statement read. “The
latest information on
area under wheat crop,
input conditions and

backed i

“ slightly”.
“Led bysizable SBP
profit transfer, the over-
all and primary fiscal bal-
ances recorded sur-
pluses during Q1-FY26,”
the statement read. “The
global environment re-
mains ui
characterised by gener-

crease in
large-scale manufactur-
ing during the first quar-
ter of the 2026 fiscal year.

“Nonetheless, the
committee noted that the
global environment re-
‘mains challenging, par-
ticularly for exports,
which may have some
implications for the mac-

ity prices, but also
evolving tariff-related
dynamics and challeng-
ing financial condi-
tions.” The MPC added
that high-frequency in-
dicators support previ-
ous assessments of on-
going momentum in sec-
tors, such as large-scale

in-
centive schemes indi-
cates that wheat produc-
tion may surpass the tar-
get.” The MPC stated
that these positive devel-
opments are likely to
support the services
sector and real GDP
growth for FY26 is ex-
pected to remain in the
upper half of the carlier
projected range of 3.25
4.25pc. In terms of the
external sector, the MPC
said that the current ac-
count posted a cumula-
tive deficit of $0.7 billion
during July-October
FY26, inline with its ex-
pectations.

The reason state enterprises keep bleeding trillions

NEWS DESK:Pakistan's
state-owned enterprises
(SOEs) have suffered a
staggering cumulative
loss of Rs5.9 trillion
since 2014. There are
multiple reasons for this.

Among them, for ex-
ample, are chronic opera-
tional inefficiencies
such as poor cost con-
trols, outdated systems
and weak financial dis-
cipline. This, in turn,

leads to corruption. Em-
ployees in key positions
use their privilege to get
kickbacks in procure-
ment and the award of
contracts.

Weak financial con-
trols mean that such cor-
ruption often goes unde-
tected. And if it is de-
tected, the perpetrators
fear no reprisals, due to
the incompetence and
often collusion of secu-
rity agencies tasked to
investigate such corrup-
tion.

There is also the is-
sue of overstaffing and
political hiring. Every
new government that
comes in seeks to induct
its cronies into SOEs. A
blatant example of this is
PIA, a one-time leader in
aviation, which is now
reduced to a shadow of
its former self primarily
by politically motivated
overstaffing.

Mismanagement
and weak leadership of-

ten result from the lack
of professional and
merit-based hiring and
promotions. Anytime a
strong, competent leader
is appointed, usually by
accident, the establish-
ment, realising that he is
not pliable to their
whims, gets to work to
remove him.

This has happened
in recent years, for ex-
ample, at Pakistan Petro-
leum Limited (PPL), an
incident to which I was
personally a witness.

The absence of

tive business environ-
ment, these failures
amount to the kiss of
death  for  any
organisation.

One could make a
powerful argument that
all the ailments men-
tioned above result from
asingle overriding fail-
ure. And that is the lack
of an independent and
professional board.
Look across the boards
of all SOEs today, and
you will see people sit-
ting on them who simply
lack the qualifications,

and indus-

tors on these boards and
on the basis of what ba-
sis.

The appointments
process works as fol-
lows: Nominations of di-
rectors to the board are
made by the line minis-
try responsible for that
particular SOE. So, in the
case of PPL, for example,
the Ministry of Petro-
leum — or the Petroleum
Division (PD), as it is
now called — nominates
apanel of directors. This
is sent to the federal
government, which is the

results in the lack ofac-
countability, poor or no
strategic planning, resis-
tance to reform and fail-
ure to innovate. In

today's highly competi-

SBP cuts policy rate by 50 basis points to support

growth amid contained inflation

NEWS DESK: The State
Bank of Pakistan re-
duced the policy rate by
50 basis points, effec-
tive December 16, citing
contained inflation and
improving economic ac-
tivity, while acknowledg-
ing persistent risks from
the global environment
and sticky core inflation.

Announcing the
decision after its meeting
on Monday, the Mon-
etary Policy Committee
(MPC) said average in-
flation remained within
the medium-term target
range of 5-7 percent
during July-November
FY26, supported by rela-
tively benign global
commodity prices and
anchored inflation ex-
pectations.

Although core in-
flation continues to
show rigidity, the MPC
assessed that the real
policy rate remains ad-
equately positive, creat-
ing space to cautiously
support sustainable
economic growth with-
out undermining price
stability.

With economic ac-
tivity still dull, the SBP
appears to be respond-
ing tothe need for incre-
mental growth support.
Importantly, the quan-
tum of the cut is modest

suggesting a cautious
approach, SBP s signal-
ing flexibility while re-
maining mindful of infla-
tion risks and external
account vulnerabilities,
Waqas Ghani
Kukaswadia, Research
Head of JS Global, noted.
The move is positive for
Equities and we may see
optimism in the stock
market tomorrow.

The central bank
noted that economic ac-
tivity is gaining traction,
reflected in strong hlgh-
frequency indicators
and a better-than-ex-
pected 4.1 percent year-

on-year growth in large-
scale manufacturing
during Q1-FY26. Based
on these trends, real
GDP growth for FY26 is
expected to remain in the
upper half of the pro-
jected 3.25-4.25 percent
range. However, the
MPC cautioned that the
global environment re-
mains challenging, par-
ticularly for exports amid
evolving trade dynam-
ics. On the external front,
the current account re-
corded a modest deficit
of $0.7 billion during
July-October FY26, in
line with expectations.

* sizeable SBP profit trans-

While imports increased
with economic recovery
and remittances stayed
resilient, exports came
under pressure due to a
sharp decline in food
shipments, especially
rice. Despite subdued fi-
nancial inflows, SBP’s
foreign exchange re-
serves rose above $15.8
billion following the re-
ceipt of $1.2 billion from
the IMF, and are pro-
jected to reach $17.8 bil-
Tion by June 2026.

The MPCalso high-
lighted fiscal develop-
ments, noting Q1-FY26
surpluses driven by a

fer, though it flagged
challenges in achieving
revenue targets and the
need for tax reforms and
SOE privatization. The
Committee reiterated
that coordinated mon-

. etary and fiscal disci-

pline, alongside struc-
tural reforms, remains

try-specific experience
that is needed at this
level.

The issue that
needs to be looked at is
who appoints the direc-

g authority.
That the line minis-
try has the responsibil-
ity for nominating direc-
tors sits at the heart of
the problem. The reason
is that the PD is also the

regulator of PPL. So,
there is a fundamental
conflict of interest in
having the regulator se-
lect the board of a com-
pany it regulates.

It gefs worse. Se-
nior officials at the PD
nominate themselves as
members of the board,
which means that, on a
board of 10 directors,
three or four will be min-
istry bureaucrats.

of course, the
other so-called indepen-
dent directors will be
people they — the offi-
cials — have nominated.
Any reasonable arbiter
of corporate affairs will
accept that a board so
constituted is not only
conflicted but can also
never be independent.
onsider now the
following direct quote
from Section 17 of Chap-
ter 6 of the SOE Act
2023, which regulates
the governance of SOEs:

"The Board (of an
SOE) shall be given au-
tonomy and indepen-
dence in the discharge
of its functions under
this Act or any other ap-
plicable law in accor-
dance with the adopted
business plan and no
administrative or stand-
ing instructions by any
Division of the federal
government shall apply
0 any state-owned en-
terprises."

Goods transport owners strike forces
development projects in Punjab to stop

NEWS DESK: The on-
going development
projects — both public
and private sectors —
have come o grinding
halt in Lahore and other
parts of Punjab after the
suspension of delivery
of supplies of construc-
tion material due to the
ongoing wheel-jam strike

the Metropolitan Corpo-
ration Lahore, the work
on the ongoing develop-
ment schemes under the
Lahore Development
Plan (LDP) has also
slowed down due to the
non-supply of construc-
tion material. “The con-
crete work is a vital part
ofcom(mcnon that can-
ot be

critical to
‘macroeconomic stability
and long-term growth.
spite the rate cut,
the industry was not
happy. President of the
Korangi Association of
Trade and Industry
(KATI), Muhammad
Tkram Rajput, expressed
serious reservations
over the State Bank of
Pakistan’s Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC)
decision to reduce the
policy rate by just 0.5
percentage points to 10.5
per cent, terming it con-
trary the
longstanding demands
of the business commu-
nity. Rajput said the cut
was far below expecta-
tions and insufficient to
accelerate economic
growth. He stressed that
bringing the policy rate
intosingle digits was es-
sential to revive indus-
trial activity and put the
economy back on a sus-
tainable growth path.

by goods

The situation of
dust pollution, smog and
other environmental is-
sues has also worsened
due to the incomplete
projects, Dawn has
learnt.

“At present, the
work on all the ongoing
development projects in
which construction ma-
terial (mainly cement,
crushed stones etc) is
required is stopped for
the last seven days or so
due to the suspension of
material delivery from
Sargodha and other
parts of Punjab,” com-
mented an official of the
Lahore Development
Authority (LDA). “The
situation persists not
only in Lahore but also
in other cities and towns
of the province where a
huge number of devel-
opment works are under-
way at the moment,” he
added. According to an-
other official source in

with-
oul crushed stones, ce-
ment and other items,”
he explained.

Public and private
sector development
projects in Punjab have
come toa grinding halt
owing to the lack of con-
struction material deliv-
ery Talking to Dawn, a
private builder said that
all construction-related
activities requiring core
building material had
stopped or slowed down
not only in Lahore but
also in other cities in-
cluding Faisalabad,
Gujranwala, Rawalpindi,
Sahiwal, Bahawalpur
and Multan. “At
present, no work is in
progress at the under-
construction building
requiring brickwork,
lenter, plaster, tilework
ete, as there is no sup-
ply of cement, crushed
stone and other mate-
rial. Even those con-
structing their houses

privately have no option
but to stop work in such
a terrible situation,” he
explained. He requested
the government to make
efforts to resume busi-
ness activities as the
same was also causing
unemployment.

On the other hand,
the transporters have
refused to surrender be-
fore the government till
the acceptance of their
demands, including sus-
pension ‘of the contro-
versial clauses of the
Motor Vehicle Ordi-
nance 2025, stopping
registration of FIRs
against drivers, imposi-
tion of heavy fines and
impounding vehicles on
various traffic laws vio-
lations. “We will not call
offthe strike until the ac-
ceptance of our genuine
demands,” said Khalid
Arain of the Punjab
Stone Transporters As-
sociation based in
Sargodha. “We can call
omhe strike if, at least,
someone responsible
can give us an assus
ance to resolve our is-
sues within the shortest
possible time,” he sai
requesting the goverr
ment to cooperate for the
sake of a huge number
of people having no
work due to the strike.
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Desperate England looking for Ashes miracle in Adelaide

NEWS DESK: England
are on the ropes and
need a miracle heading

axed paceman Gus
Atkinson with Josh
Tongue coming in as a
like-for-lik

into s third
Ashes Test in Adelaide,
with ruthless Australia
boosted by the return of
Pat Cummins as they
look to seal the series.

Eight-wicket de-
feats in Perth and
Brisbane mean England
have now gone 17 Tests
since winning in Austs
lia, dating back to their
last series victory there
in2010-11.

Equally damning, a
win for the hosts will en-
sure the five-match
showdown will be over
inside three Tests for the
fourth consecutive se-
ries in Australia.

The mountain En-
gland must climb is
huge. Only once in his-
tory has a team come
from 2-0 down to win the
Ashes, all the way back
in 1936-37, whena Don
Bradman-inspired Aus-
tralia overcame the defi-

cit.
With the Ashes on
the line, England have

It was the only
change announced by
the team on Monday,
with off-spinning all-
rounder Will Jacks keep-
ing his place ahead of
Shoaib Bashir.

Atkinson failed to
take a wicket in the se-
ries opener in Perth, al-
though he did make a
useful 37 runs with the
bat in the second in-
nings, before returning
figures of three for 151
in Brisbane.

Right-arm quick
Tongue has taken 31
wickets in six Tests at an
average of 30 and took
five wickets in his only
previous Test against
Australia at Lord’s in
2023. He will comple-
‘ment a pace attack led by
Jofra Archer, skipper
Ben Stokes and Brydon
Carse, who was expen-
slvcallhc abba.

for a lhlrd strdlghl Tcm
was a surprise.

He was considered
England’s number one
spinner leading into the
tour, but was over-
looked in an all-pace at-
tack for Perth, then Jacks
got the nod in Brisbane.

Jacks only bowled

11.3 overs at the Gabba,
taking 1-34, but was
composed with the bat,
cracking a gritty 41 in the
second innings in a 96-
run stand with Stokes.
Itis a bigcall by En-
gland. Spin s likely to

play a role in Adelaide
with extreme tempera-
tures forecast during a
Test they must win to
avoid a crushing series
defeat with two Tests to

ay.
England kept faith

through the first two bit. Ican almost just take
Tests against an attack thatand hit it for one and
led by Mitchell Starc, get down the other end.
who has taken 18 wick- “T'll be the first per-
es so far. son to stand up and say
Coach Brendon that they were bad
McCullum insisted on shots.
Sunday that England’s Idon’t regret them,
aggressive style of bat-  but if I was there again,
ting will not change but  1’d try and play it
batter Harry Brook said ~slightly differently.
on Monday he needed Sometimes we’ve got to
torein himself. learn when to absorb the
Brook, who has pressurealittle bit more
contributed 98 runs to and then realise when
England’s cause over the opportunity arises
four innings so far, con- to put pressure back on
ceded two of his dis- them. I feel like I prob-
missals in Perth and ably haven’t done that
Brisbane were the result  as well as Tusually do in
of “shocking shots™ that  this series so far.”
he would reconsider if Brook paid tribute
he had his time again. to the skill and discipline
“T'll admit that ev- of the Australian
ery day of the week, es- bowlers and said the
pecially that one in England players also
Perth, it’s nearly a needed to stand up and
bouncer and I've triedto  be counted in crunch
with their misfiring top  drive it. It was just bad moments if they were to
seven, giving the under-  batting,” he told report- avoid going 3-0 down in
performing Ollie Pope ers at the Adelaide Oval.  the five-match series.
another crack at number “The one in “There’s them pres-
three in preference to Brisbane, I've tried to sure situations, which
Jacob Bethell. hit for six so that’s what we haven’t been really
Only Joe Root has  Imean when I'saythat I that good at so far,” he
an average above 30 needtoreinitinalittle conceded.

Window for HBL PSL11 revealed

NEWS DESK: The
Pakistan  Cricket
Board (PCB) has of-
ficially announced the
window for the 11th
edition of the Pakistan
Super League (PSL),
providing clarity on the
schedule as the league
prepares for a land-
mark phase in its his-

ry.
PCB Chairman
Mohsin Naqvi con-
firmed that HBL PSL
11 will be staged from
26 March to 3 May,
2026, placing
Pakistan’s premier
T20 tournament firmly
in the international
cricket calendar. The
announcement allows
franchises, players,
broadcasters  and
commercial partners
to begin detailed plan-
ning well in advance.
The confirmation
of the PSL 11 window
is a significant step as
the league moves to-
wards its next stage of
expansion. In a major
development, the
PCB will host the New
Teams Auction on §
January, 2026, at the
Islamabad Convention
Centre, where the
rights for two new
HBL PSL franchises
will be put up for sale.
This expansion is ex-
pected to broaden the
league’s reach, in-
crease competitive-

£ dnd furthcr
slrenglhen its com-
mercial appeal.
he PCB has
confirmed that the
auction will be broad-
cast live, ensuring
transparency while
offering global visibil-
ity to potential inv
tors and cricket fans.
The move reflects the
board’s commitment
to open governance
and its ambition to at-
tract international
stakeholders to the
PSL ccosystem.
Over the years,
the HBL PSL has con-
tinued to generate
strong interest from
around the world, un-
derlining its growing

commercial strength,
expanding global foot-
print and long-term
growth potential. Ac-
cording to the PCB,
recent discussions
with international part-
ners and investors
have reinforced confi
dence in the league
sustainable business
model and its position-
ing among the world’s
leading T20 competi-
tions.

Since its inception,
the PSL has earned
recognition for pro-
ducing high-quality
cricket, maintaining
competitive balance,
and playing a key role
in the development of
elite international and

merous Pakistan and
overseas players have
used the platform to
launch or revive their
careers, further en-
hancing the league’s
reputation.

As preparations
gather pace for PSL
11, the combination of
a confirmed window
and franchise expan-
sion signals an ambi-
tious future for the
tournament. With in-
creased teams, w1der
reach and
international mtcrust
the HBLPSL is polsed
to strengthen its status
as one of the premier
global T20 leagues in
the years to come.

PSL 11 dates announced as PCB unveils
plans during New York roadshow

NEWS DESK: The Pa-
kistan Super League’s
11th edition is planned
to be held from March
26 to May 3, 2026, Pa-
kistan Cricket Board
(PCB)  chairman
Mohsin Nagvi said on
Saturday, while also
announcing that the
auction for two pro-
posed new franchises
would take place on
January 8.

The announce-
ments were made dur-
ing a PCB investor
roadshow in New
York, part of an over-
seas promotional cam-
paign aimed at attract-
ing commercial interest
ahead of a potential ex-
pansion of the league
from six to eight teams.

The PCB has pre-
viously indicated that
expansion is under con-
sideration, though the
addition of new fran-
chises has not yet been
formally ratified.

Addressing attend-
ees at the event,
Mohsin said the PCB
had taken administra-
tive control of the
Muzaffarabad Cricket
Stadium and intended
to begin renovation

ork.

He added that ef-
forts were under way
to have the venue
ready in time for the
PSL, though he ac-
knowledged that
ion before the

Amoura has key role as Algeria seek

NEWS DESK:Striker
Mohamed Amoura is set
to be a key figure as
geria seek redemption at
the 2025 Africa Cup of
Nations (AFCON) in
Morocco after disas-
trous campaigns in the
past two editions.

The Desert Foxes
won the premier African
football competition a
second time in 2019,
edging Senegal 1-0 in
the final in Cairo.

But in two AFCON
appearances since they
failed to win a match in
six attempts and twice
made humbling first-
round exits, leading to
the sacking of coach
Djamel Belmadi.

His place was taken
by Viadimir Petkovic,
who took Switzerland to
two Euro Championship
tournaments and one

orld Cup during a
seven-year reign.

The 62-year-old
born in Bosnia &
Herzegovina rang the
changes when he took
charge of Algeria last
year, including giving
more uppurlumllc; to

“His aith in the 25-
year-old, now with
Bundesliga  outfit
Wolfsburg, has been
richly rewarded with
Amoura becoming the
leading scorer in 2026
World Cup Affican quali-
fying with 10 goals.

Amoura tormented
avariety of rivals as Al-
geria secured a fifth ap-

=S
pearance at the global

showpiece, scoring a
hat-trick against
Mozambique and two
each against Botswana,
Somalia and Uganda.

Since then he also
found the net in an
AFCON warm-up vic-
tory over Zimbabwe as
Algeria prepare for
Group E showdowns
with Sudan, Burkina
Faso and Equatorial
Guinea.

It is a mini-league
Algeria are expected to
win, and Petkovic ac-
knowledges that the
Foxes are considered the
strongest of the four
contenders.

"The main objec-
tive s to get past the first
round, (then) go as far
as possible in the tour-
nament,” he said after
announcing his squad.

AFCON redemption

Amoura told the Al-
gerian media he is opti-
mistic Algeria will win
Group E and qualify for
the round of 16.

"It is a strong
group. We respect every
team, but fear no team.
Algeria have a balanced
squad that includes
some outstanding play-
ers. "Our goal is to go
deep into the tourna-
‘ment and represent our
country in the best pos-
sible way. We want to
make our supporters
happy and fight for the
itle.

"There is no secret
to my scoring 10 goals
in World Cup qualifiers.
My achievements are
due to hard work and the
confidence given to me
by my teammates and
coaches. "It is a huge
honour to wear the Al-

gerian jersey. I want to
help my team as much as
possible, whether it is
scoring, creating goals
or dropping back to de-
fend."

Amoura hailed
Petkovic for creating an
atmosphere during train-
ing camps that is condu-
cive to success for a
country that also won
the AFCON in 1990.

"The atmosphere is
excellent, It is serious,
focused and there is a
desire to give our best.
It has to be that way bc-
cause the 2025 AFC
is packed with strong
teams.”

Amoura left
Wolfsburg for Algeria at

the weekend after scor-
ingina3-1 league win at
fellow bottom-half club

orussia
Moenchengladbach.

tournament was not

guaranteed. raise the league’s pro- fort to enhance the
“We are starting file among overseas league’s commercial
Muzaffarabad’s sta- audiences. Several Pa- value and visibility be-
dium, which we have kistan cricketers at- yond traditional mar-
taken over, and our tar- tended the engage- kets.
get is to get it ready be- ment, including Shan Launched in 2016,
fore the PSL. If not, Masood, as well as the PSL has grown into
then work will be initi- former players Wasim Pakistan’s flagship T20
ated within this year,” Akram and Ramiz Raja. competition, initially
he said. The PCB also said staged entirely over-
Mohsin also stated  members of the cur- seas before returning to
that the deadline for rent nationalsetupwere home venues in
submission of bids for presenl though no of- phases.
the new franchises had 1 While the league
been extended to De- Ll’lLke[Ing activities has attracted interna-
cember 22, citing inter- were scheduled as part tional players and
est from prospective of the programme. broadcasters, it has
investors. Singer Ali Zafar, who also faced scheduling
On Sunday, the has previously been as- challenges due  to
PSL trophy was dis- sociated with PSL an- Pakistan’s crowded in-
played at Times thems, was also in at- temational calendar and

Square, where mem- tendance. competition from other
bers of Pakistan’s The New York T20 leagues.
cricketing diaspora event followed a simi- The PCB has yet to

gathered for photo- lar promotional stop at release detailed infor-
graphs and brief inter- Lord’s Cricket Ground mation regarding ven-
actions with players in London earlier this ues, player drafts or
and officials. year. The PCB has de- confirmation of new

The PCB said the scribed these activities teams for the 2026 sea-
event was intended to as part of a broader ef- son.

Bayern need late Kane penalty to

NEWS DESK:
Bundcsllga leaders

Bayern Munich needed
an 87th-minute penalty
from forward Harry Kane
to rescue a 2-2 home
draw against basement
side Mainz 05 in the
Bundesliga on Sunday
but still managed to ex-
tend their lead at the top
to nine points.

Goals from Lee Jae-
sung and Kacper
Potulski had put the visi-
tors in the driving seat
after Lennart Karl's first-
half opener for the Ba-
varians, before England
captain Kane netted his
18th league goal of the
season to save the
hosts' blushes and nar-
rowly avoid their second
leaguie loss of the sea-
son.

Bayern are in top
spot on 38 points, with
RB Leipzig second on 29
following Friday's 3-1
loss at Union Berlin and
Borussia Dortmund in
third, on goal difference,
after their 1-1 draw at
Freiburg.

They have also
reached the 50-goal mark
in their 14th Bundesliga
match of the season, the
fastest in league history.

"We were in com-
plete control for the first
44 minutes and had
many chances o score,
Kane said. "The sudden
equaliser just before
halftime changed the
momentum.”

rescue home draw

"We came out of Mainz did hit the they drew level on the
the break dominant post through Kaishu stroke of halftime with
again, but lacked the last  Sano but the Bavarians Potulski's powerful
touch. They then scored then forced a string of ~header after the Bayern
anice goal, and we had  superb saves from defence were caught
to fight back. We've had  Mainz  goalkeeper napping,
alotof games in ashort Daniel Batz, ‘With the hosts back
period, but that's no ex- mcludmg stopping in control and wasting a
cuse," added the Kane's point-blank double chance through
Bundesliga's leading header and tipping Gnabryand Kane at the
scorer. Michael Olise's shot start of the second half,

"Of course, we wide. Mainz struck against the
wanted to go into the Itlooked likeonlya run of play, with Lee
winter break with two matter of time until beating keeper Manuel
wins. Adraw athome is Bayern scored and they Neuer with his looping
disappointing, but we did it in the 29th minute header to silence the
have to accept it and within-form 17-year-old home crowd.
move on." Karl turning a Serge With time running

The Bundesliga will Gnabry cutback in for his out Bayern poured for-
go into its traditional third league goal of the ward and Kane was
winter break from De- season. Karl has now awarded a spotkick
cember 21 to January 9. scored four goals in his when he was brought

It was one-way traf- last five starts for down in the box. He
fic at the start with Bayernacrossallcompe- coolly converted to
Bayern having more titions. make it 20 goals from 20
than 85% possession in Mainz, however, penalti in  his
the first 15 minutes. were far from done and Bundesliga career.
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No ‘out-of-pocket expenses’ for childbirth
in China from 2026

NEWS DESK: China will
cover all out-of-pocket
expenses related to
childbirth next year, said
the country’s national
healthare security ad-
ministration, as auil
ties try to incentivise
more young couples to
have children.

By 2026, China will
aim to offer nationwide
full reimbursement for all
policy-covered medical
expenses related to
childbirth, including pre-
natal checkups, the ad-
minis(m(ion eaid

t would “improve
the lcvc] of medical ex-
pense coverage for pre-
natal examinations, striv-
ing to achieve ‘no out-
of-pocket expenses’ for
childbirth,” it said in a
report on Saturday.

he move comes as.
Beijing grapples with
how to boost the
country’s flagging popu-
lation. China’s popula-
tion dropped for the first
time in decades in 2022
and has continued to
slide through to 2024.

Demographers ex-
pect the trend to con-

NEWS DESK:A drone

Seven Kkilled in drone strike on
Sudan hospital

of the massive south-

tinue due to declining
birth rates, while the
country’s shrinking
workforce and growing
elderly population is
likely to create addi-
tional strains for already
indebted local govern-
ments

hina’s birth rates
have been falling for de-
cades as a result of the

one-child policy that
was in place from 1980-
2015, well as rapid
urbanisation.

The high cost of
childcare and educa-
tion, as well as job un-
certainty and a slowing
cconomy, have also dis-
couraged many young
Chinese from getting
married and starting a

family.
Some Chinese prov-
inces, including in Jilin,
Jiangsu and Shandong,
have already unveiled
policies o make child-
birth almost free of

respond with policies for
its rapidly growing eld-

erly and its young
people, including pro-
viding childcare subsi-
dies and making pre-
school education free.
Authorities have
previously tried to en-
courage couples to have
babies by expanding
maternity leave, finan-
cial and fax benefits, and
housing subsidies.

strike Sunday on an
army hospital in the be-
sieged southern Sudan
city of Dilling left
"seven civilians dead
and 12 injured", a health
worker at the facility
told AFP.

The victims in-
cluded patients and
their companions, the
medic said on condition
of anonymity, explain-
ing that the army hos-
pital "serves the resi-
dents of the city and its
surroundings, in addi-
tion to military person-
nel".

Dilling, in the
flashpoint state of
South Kordofan, is
controlled by the
Sudanese army but is
besieged by rival para-
military forces.

The greater
Kordofan region is cur-
rently facing the fierc-
est fighting in Sudan's
war between the army
and the Rapid Support
Forces (RSF), as both
seek to wrest control

ern region.
The RSF controls
swathes of Kordofan
along with their allies,
the Sudan People's Lib-
eration Movement-
North (SPLM-N) fac-
tion led by Abdelaziz al-
Hilu, which has a his-
toric foothold in the
region’s Nuba Moun-
tains. Together, the
forces have besicged
the region's key cities
with army divisions, in-
cluding Dilling and
South Kordofan state
capital Kadugli, some
120 kilometres (75
miles) south.
Famine

has

Hong Kong court finds tycoon Jimmy Lai
guilty in landmark security trial

NEWS DESK: Hong
Kong’s High Court on
Monday found tycoon
and pro-democracy cam-
paigner Jimmy Lai guilty
of conspiracy to collude
with foreign forces in the
city’s highest-profile trial
under a China-imposed
national security law that
could see him jailed for
life.

The landmark case
has drawn international
scrutiny of Hong
Kong’s judicial indepen-
dence amid a years-long
crackdown on'rights and
freedoms in the global fi-
nancial hub after 2019
pro-democracy protests
that Beijing saw as a
challenge to its rule.

While 78-year-old
Lai’s supporters see him
as a freedom fighter,
Beijing sees him as a
mastermind of the pro-
tests and a i

hearing where Lai can
plead for lenience is
scheduled for January
12. His lawyer Steven
Kwan said Lai will de-
cide whether to appeal
after the sentencing.

Hong Kong’s na-
tional security police
chief Steve Li said on
Monday he welcomed
the verdict.

Lai, who suffers
from health issues in-
cluding diabetes and
high blood pressure, was
found guilty on two
counts of conspiracy to
collude with foreign
forces and one of con-
spiracy to publish sedi-
tious material. He had
pleaded not guilty on all
counts.

The verdict book-
ends a year that marked
the essential disappear-
ance of Hong Kong’s

building.

Lai’s trial began in
December 2023 in the
former British colony
that reverted to Chinese
rule in 1997, with the
verdict seen as a poten-
tial fresh diplomatic
flashpoint.

Countries_ includ-
ing the US and Britain,
as well as rights groups,
saythe trial is politically
motivated and have
called for Lai’s immedi-
ate release.

Us President
Donald Trump raised
Lai’s case with Xi in a
‘meeting in October and
has said he would do his
utmost to “save” Lai.

Beh Lih Yi, Asia-Pa-
cific director of the Com-
mittee to Protect Jour-
nallsls called the verdict
“sham conviction”
and “a disgraceful act of

»

advocating for US sanc-
tions against Hong
Kong and the mainland.

Chinese authorities have
rejected accusations of
eroding the city’s rule of
law.

“There is no doubt”
that Lai “had harboured
his resentment and ha-
tred of” China for many
of his adult years, Judge
Esther Toh told a packed
courtroom as the ty-
coon, wearing a pale
green jumper and a grey
Jacket, sat with his arms
folded.

The two other
judges in his case were
Alex Lee and Susana
D’Almada Remedios.

Lai, the founder of
the now-shuttered Apple
Daily newspaper and
one of the most promi-
nent critics of China’s
Communist Party leader-
ship, has already spent
five years in jail, facing a
slew of litigation under
the sweeping security
legislation that Beijing
enacted in response to
the 2019 protests.

A pre-sentencing

under pressure from
Beijing. The Democratic
Party voted to disband
on Sunday.
Outside the court,
people  overnight
formed a queue more
than a block long, some
with camping gear, seek-
ing to attend the verdict.
Police were monitoring
the area around the

“The ruling under-
scores Hong Kong’s ut-
ter contempt for press
freedom,” she said.
“Jimmy Lai’s only crime
is running a newspaper
and defending democ-
racy.”

Media advocacy
group Reporters With-
out Borders also de-
scribed Lai’s trial as “a

sham”.

The Chinese and
Hong Kong govern-
ments have said the
tycoon’s trial was fair
and that the national se-
curity law treats all
equally. They have said
no freedoms are abso-
lute when it comes to
safeguarding national
security.

Lai’s family say his
health has worsened af-
ter more than 1,800 days
in solitary confinement,
and that he suffers from
diabetes, high blood
pressure and heart pal-
pitations.

His verdict comes at
a delicate moment for
Hong Kong, where resi-
dents have been mourn-
ing after a fire last
month killed at least 160
people in one of the
worst blazes in a residen-
tial complex globally in

recent years.
Chinese national
security authorities
have warned they would
crackdownonany “anti-
China” individuals who
tried to use the fire to
“plunge Hong Kong
back into the chaos™ of |
2019, when massive pro-
democracy protests trig-

gered a political crisis.

eripped Kadugli since
September, according
to the UN, which esti-
mates Dilling is suffer-
ing the same condi-
tions, but a lack of ac-
cess to data has pre-
vented an official dec-
laration.  Sunday's
strike comes a day af-
ter a drone strike on a
United Nations peace-
keeping base killed six
Bangladeshi troops in
Kadugli.

Lasl week,
SPLM-N said the cap-
ture of Dilling and
Kadugli was "only a
matter of time", urging
the army and its allied
militias to withdraw.

16 Kkilled in mass shooting on Jewish

NEWS DESK:Gunmen
killed at least 16 people
and wounded at least 40
others on Sunday after
opening fire ata gather-
ing celebrating the Jew-
ish festival of Hanukkah
on Sydney's Bondi
Beach, in what Austra-
lian police described as
a"terrorist" attack.

The shooting took
place during the annual
‘Hanukkah by the Sea'
event, which police said
was attended by more
than a thousand people
at one of Australia's
most popular and
crowded beaches. Emer-
gency services re-
sponded to reports of
unfire at 6:47pm local

me.

Initially, New South
‘Wales police said at least
29 people were rushed to
nearby hospitals from
the beach. One of the al-
leged gunmen was killed
at the scene, while a
ond suspect was cri
callyinjured, authorities
said.

Later in the early
hours of Monday, police
gave an updated death
toll, confirming that 16
people were killed and at
least 40 others injured in
a shooting, who remain
in hospital.

The police state-
ment did not specify
whether the toll included
one of the shooters, who
died in the attack.

Police declared the
incident a "terrorist" at-
tack and said suspected
improvised explosive de-
vices had been found in-
side a vehicle near the
beach that was linked to
the deceased suspect.

Australian Prime
Minister  Anthony
Albanese said the shoot-
ing was a targeted attack
on Jewish Australians
on the first day of Ha-
nukkah.

"This is a targeted
attack on Jewish Austra-

festival in Australia

lians on the first day of
Hanukkal

should be a day ofjoy, a
celebration of faith,"
Albanese said

"Anact of evil, anti-
semitism, terrorism has
struck the heart of our
nation. An attack on Jew-
ish Australians is an at-
tack on every Austra-
lian," he added, while
praising ordinary citi-
zens who intervened
during the attack as "he-
roes".

As gunfire erupted,
crowds fled in panic
from the beach in east-
ern Sydney, which is
typically packed with
swimmers, surfers and
tourists, especially at
weekends. Witnesses
described scenes of
chaos as people ran for

heard the

shots. It was shocking,
it felt like 10 minutes of

Ak
_]ubl bang, bang. bang It
seemed like a powerful
weapon," a 25-year-old
student from Chile, told
AFP at the scene.
Another witness
said he saw six dead or
wounded people lying
on the beach following
the shooting.
An AFP journalist at
the scene reported see-

ing discarded items
strewn across the grassy
hill overlooking Bondi
Beach, including towels,
bags and an abandoned
children's stroller left
behind by people fleeing
the area.

Paramedics were
seen  tending to
wounded people lying
on the grass, according
to images broadcast by
public broadcaster ABC.
‘A weapon that appeared
to be a pump-action
shotgun was lying by a
tree near the beach.

British tourist Timo-
thy Brant-Coles told
AFP he saw "two shoot-
ers in black" after the
cunfire broke out.
"There was a shooting,
two shooters in black
with semi-automatic
rifles," he said, adding
that he saw multiple
people who had been
shot and wounded.

Another  British
tourist said he wit-
nessed people dragging
children away from the
beach as shots rang out.
"People were dragging
their kids away, there
were something like 40
shots.

It sounded like fire-
works," said Bianca, a
26-year-old Sydney

teacher.

As evening fell, the
normally lively area
around Bondi Beach
was cleared as armed
police cordoned off
streets and emergency
sirens replaced the usual
sounds of nightlife.
Hours later, the beach
was largely deserted.

Video footage cir-
culating on social media
showed a man grappling
with one of the gunmen,
wresting the weapon
away and pointing it at
the attacker, who ap-
peared to retreat. Local
media identified the man
as 43-year-old fruit seller
Ahmed al Ahmed.

Australia's 7News
reported that he suf-
fered two gunshot
wounds. A man identi-
fied as his cousin,
Mustapha, told the out-
let that Ahmed was

hospitalised. "He's in

hospital and we don't
know exactly what's go-
ing on inside," he said.
"We do hope he will be
fine. He'sa hero 100 per
cent.

Prime Minister
Albanese also hailed
Ahmed and others who
intervened as "heroes",
saying their actions may
have saved lives.

Gaza struggles to pull bodles from rubble as storms rock damaged buildings

NEWS DESK: Gazaau-
thorities warned on
Monday that more war-
damaged buildings
could collapse as heavy
rain batters the devas-
tated enclave, hamper-
ing efforts to recover
bodies still trapped un-
der rubble.

At least two build-
ings collapsed on Friday,
killing a minimum of 12
people, according to lo-
cal health officials.
Storms have also
flooded and washed
away tents sheltering
displaced families, caus-
ing deaths from expo-
sure. Israel and Hamas
agreed to a ceasefire in
October after two years
of intense fighting, but
humanitarian agencies
say aid entering Gaza re-
mains severely limited,
leaving nearly the entire
population homeless.

Gaza Civil Defence
spokesman Mahmoud
Basal urged the interna-
tional communityto pro-

vide mobile homes and
caravans instead of
tents. “If people are not
protected today, we will
witness more victims —
children, women, entire
families — inside these
buildings,” he said.
Mohammad Nassar
said the six-storey build-
ingwhere his family was
staying, previously
damaged by Israeli
strikes, collapsed on Fri-
day. The family had ear-
lier been forced out of a
tent by flooding during
bad weather. “Tsaw my
son’s hand sticking out
from under the ground,”
Nassar said. “My son
was under the rubble
and we were unable to
get him out.” His 15-
year-old son and 18-
Year-old daughter were
killed. Gaza authorities
estimate around 9,000
bodies remain buried
under rubble from Israeli
bombing, but say they
lack heavy machinery to
speed up recovery.




