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18 Passengers Abducted After Armed Attack on
Coach in Ghotki

From Our Correspondent:

GHOTKI: Armed criminals
attacked a passenger coach
on the Ghotki–Guddu
Kashmore Road, abducting
18 passengers after opening
fire, police confirmed on
Tuesday.

According to officials, the in-
cident occurred near the
Murid Branch area, where
assailants stopped a coach
operated by a well-known
transport

company and forced passen-
gers off the vehicle at gun-
point.

At the time of the attack,
around 25 people were trav-
eling on the coach, including
women.

Eyewitnesses said the attack-
ers allowed women to leave
but abducted

18 male passengers, taking
them to an unknown loca-
tion.

During the assault, the gunmen
fired multiple shots, shatter-

At least 2, including
police constable, killed

in attack on polio
team in KP’s Bajaur

NEWS DESK:

At least two people, including a
constable, were killed after uni-
dentified assailants attacked a
polio team in the Salarzai tehsil of
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa’s Bajaur
district, the police said, as the
nationwide polio campaign en-
tered its second day.

The attack comes a day after
the government launched the fi-
nal polio campaign of 2025, which
is set to run until December 21.

Public Relations Officer
(PRO) police, Israr Khan, con-
firmed to Dawn that two people,
including a passerby and a po-
liceman guarding the polio team,
were killed in the attack on Tues-
day afternoon in the Thangi area
of Salarzai.

Khan identified the martyred
cop as Constable Sajad Ahmed,
who passed away after sustain-
ing critical injuries, while another
civilian was “shot dead by the
armed men when he attempted to
chase after the assailants.”

“Local residents also con-
firmed the account, while the as-
sailants managed to escape,”
Khan said, adding that the police
had launched a search operation.

‘We will sit wherever we
are stopped’: Imran’s
sisters, PTI workers

stage sit-in near
Rawalpindi’s Adiala jail

NEWS DESK:

PTI founder Imran Khan’s sisters,
party workers and supporters
commenced a sit-in on Tuesday
at Factory Naka, near
Rawalpindi’s Adiala jail, to de-
mand their court-mandated meet-
ing with the ex-premier.

A court order issued by the
Islamabad High Court (IHC) on
March 24 this year mandated that
meetings with Imran would be
permitted twice a week, on Tues-
days and Thursdays. However,
the PTI maintains that the order
is not being honoured.

Despite the IHC’s order,
Imran’s sisters — Aleema Khan,
Uzma Khan and Noreen Khan
Niazi — along with Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister
Sohail Afridi, have tried and failed
to meet Imran over the past sev-
eral weeks. Last Tuesday, after
being denied a meeting with the
PTI chief, his sisters and party
supporters staged a sit-in, which
was dispersed early morning with
water cannons.

Today, Imran’s sisters
marched toward the prison before
being stopped. Speaking to a re-
porter as she marched, Aleema
said, “We will sit wherever we are
stopped.”

When asked if she had pre-
pared for the deployment of wa-
ter cannons or a prolonged sit-in,
she replied that she had brought
warm clothes and a blanket, show-
ing the latter on camera.

A large number of party work-
ers and supporters participated
in the sit-in, where a heavy con-
tingent of police was also present.

Speaking to reporters,
Aleema stated that this occurs
every Tuesday at the same loca-
tion, maintaining that she and her
party supporters are not engag-
ing in any illegal or unconstitu-
tional activities.

“We have no other option
left besides protesting,” she said.
“Our founder’s demand is the res-
toration of the Constitution, de-
mocracy and the rule of law.”

She claimed that the judi-
ciary has been stripped of inde-
pendence, unemployment is ris-
ing due to the stoppage of trade
with Afghanistan and that the se-
curity situation is deteriorating.

Referring to her sister
Uzma’s brief meeting with Imran
on December 2 and the
government’s claim of “political
conversations” that violated jail
rules, Aleema urged the govern-
ment to tell the family what was
discussed.

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA — Chief Minister
of Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti on Tuesday strongly criti-
cized the unchecked spread of
fake news and character as-
sassination on social media,
saying the issue has become
“intractable” and poses a seri-
ous threat to democratic norms
and personal dignity.

Addressing the
Balochistan Assembly, the
chief minister said he had been

raising concerns about the mis-
use of social media since day
one. “I myself have been a vic-
tim of social media trolling,” he
told the House.

 “Baseless and fake news
is often linked to my name—
claims so absurd that even I
find them hard to believe,” he
added, underscoring the emo-
tional and reputational toll such
campaigns inflict.

Bugti urged the Speaker to
form a special committee com-
prising lawmakers who have
been victims of online defama-

ing the bus windows and
causing panic among pas-
sengers.

Police stated that security
forces, including Rangers,
were immediately dis-
patched and a search opera-
tion is

underway to trace the ab-
ducted passengers and ap-
prehend the attackers.

Checkpoints have been set up
in surrounding areas, while
law enforcement agencies
are gathering intelligence to
track the suspects’ move-
ment.

The incident has once again
raised serious concerns
about passenger safety and
law-and-order conditions on
highways in the region. Au-
thorities have assured that
all possible measures are
being

taken to ensure the safe recov-
ery of the abducted passen-
gers.

This is a developing story and
will be updated as more de-
tails emerge.

tion. Stressing the need for de-
terrence, he said a few strict
examples must be set. “Make
two or three cases an example
and the rest will correct them-
selves.

Defamation laws must be
implemented in letter and
spirit,” he asserted.

Clarifying the
government’s stance, the chief
minister said elected represen-
tatives were not afraid of ac-
countability.

“We welcome account-
ability, but those who spread

fake news and defame honor-
able members must also be
held accountable,” he said,
drawing desk-thumping sup-
port from both treasury and op-
position benches.

Responding to the con-
cerns raised, Speaker of the
Balochistan Assembly Captain
(Retd) Abdul Khaliq Achakzai
took a firm position, directing
the regional head of the Fed-
eral Investigation Agency
(FIA) to appear before the
House and initiate a formal in-
quiry into online campaigns, in-

cluding the issue referred to as
“Balochistan Leaks.”

Several lawmakers ech-
oed the chief minister’s re-
marks, calling the coordinated
social media attacks an at-
tempt to malign public repre-
sentatives and weaken demo-
cratic institutions.

The Assembly emphasized
the need for urgent legal and
institutional measures to curb
the misuse of digital platforms,
protect reputations, and re-
store public trust in elected
leadership.
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Malnutrition in Balochistan
Balochistan’s Child Marriage

Prohibition Bill: A Long-Awaited
Step in the Right Direction

Amber Munir
Malnutrition in
Balochistan shared in
Quetta Voice on
Wednesday, April 14,
2021 page#04. The article
highlights the role of es-
sential nutrients in hu-
man resource develop-
ment along with a brief
introduction of malnutri-
tion, characterization of
malnutrition, procedure
of taking measurements
of SAM and MAM
cases, medical complica-
tions, community-based
management of acute
malnutrition (CMAM),
infant and young child
feeding (IYCF), etc.

Background: Sur-
veys regarding Nutrition

National Nutrition
Survey (2001-2002): The
National Nutrition Sur-
vey conducted in 2001-
2002 assessed the nutri-
tional levels and health
status of mothers and
children in Pakistan.
Data was collected
through a questionnaire
consisting of four mod-
ules including a house-
hold questionnaire, bio-
chemical and clinical
questionnaires, and a di-
etary form. Additional
biochemical samples in-
cluding serum retinol,
serum ferritin, and zinc,
were collected from
mothers and children un-
der-5. Urine samples
were collected from
mothers and children
ages 6-12 years for io-
dine deficiency. The sur-
vey sampled 10,656
households from 700 pri-
mary sampling units.

National Nutrition
Survey (2011): The NNS
2011 covered all prov-
inces: Gilgit Baltistan
(GB), Balochistan,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP), Sindh, Punjab,
Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir (AJK) and the Feder-
ally Administered Tribal
Areas (FATA). This in-
cluded 1,500 enumera-
tion blocks (EBs)/vil-
lages and 30,000 house-
holds, with a 49% urban
and 51% rural distribu-
tion.

National Nutrition
Survey (2018): The 2018
Pakistan National Nutri-
tion Survey (NNS 2018)

is the largest national
nutrition survey carried
out in Pakistan. It is de-
signed to provide
policymakers, program
managers, and academi-
cians a unique set of nu-
trition-related data in-
cluding environmental,
anthropometric, and bio-
chemical indicators.

National Nutrition
Survey (2019): The aim
of NNS 2018-19 is to un-
dertake a field survey
and generate district-
specific nutrition infor-
mation related to malnu-
trition (both undernutri-
tion and overnutrition)
and micronutrient defi-
ciencies among women
and children in Pakistan.

Malnutrition status
in Balochistan

Balochistan is the
most under-developed
of Pakistan’s provinces,
with a high proportion of
children under five years
of age who are stunted
(52%) and 16 percent of
who are wasted. More-
over, the prevalence of
anemia among children
in this age group is 57%

and nearly 49% among
women of childbearing
age. Numerous factors
are thought to contrib-
ute to child undernutri-
tion in Balochistan, in-
cluding sub-optimal in-
fant and young child
feeding (IYCF) prac-
tices; frequent child in-
fections (especially diar-
rhea diseases and
measles); maternal nutri-
tional deficiencies and/
or illness and death; ab-
sence/inadequacy of mi-
cronutrient supplemen-
tation; and household
food insecurity and gen-
der inequity.

A survey con-
ducted by the National
Nutrition Cell revealed
that 49% of women in
Balochistan were suffer-
ing from malnutrition.
Moreover, the ratio of
maternal anemia was
49%, anemia among chil-
dren below five years
was 57% and iodine de-
ficiency among women
was 29%.

Balochistan Nutri-
tion Program for Mother
and Children (BNPMC)

In response to the
challenging nutrition
situation in the prov-
ince, the Department of
Health (DoH) launched
the Nutrition Program
for Mothers and Chil-
dren (BNPMC) in 2016.
They implemented nutri-
tion activities among the
rural and urban popula-
tion of seven selected
districts. The total popu-
lation of these districts
is 1,654,613, of which
estimated target popula-
tions include 132,369
pregnant and lactating
women (PLW). Stake-
holders include the
DoH, Peoples Primary
Healthcare Initiative
(providing health ser-
vices at Basic Health
Units in the districts),
and local NGOs.

The total cost of
the above project was
1,492.62 million PKR
(US$14.21 million) of
which 80% were pro-
vided by the World
Bank and 20% by the
Government of
Balochistan. A major
part  of the funding

(41%) was allocated to
strengthen institutional
arrangements which in-
clude staffing, technical
assistance for capacity
building, strengthening
coordination mecha-
nisms, addressing mal-
nutrition among chil-
dren and PLW (37%),
and addressing micro-
nutrient malnutrition
(13.6%).

Future Plans
The aforesaid pro-

gram ended in December
2019 and was limited to
seven districts; whereas
the malnutrition situa-
tion continues to exist in
22 districts of
Balochistan.

Therefore, the Gov-
ernment of Balochistan
has assigned DoH and
PPHI to extend nutri-
tion intervention in 22
districts for which
project proposals are
ready; implementation
is expected from July
2021.

The author is a
program officer in
PPHI

Editorial:
The recent passage of
the Child Marriage
Prohibition Bill by the
Balochistan Provincial
Assembly is a land-
mark moment in the
province’s journey to-
ward protecting chil-
dren and promoting so-
cial justice. While
many have long
awaited this legisla-
tion, its adoption now
is a cause for im-
mense satisfaction, re-
flecting the
government’s com-
mitment to addressing
a critical societal is-
sue. Under the leader-
ship of Chief Minister
Sarfraz Bugti, the pro-
vincial government
has demonstrated pro-
fessionalism, transpar-
ency, and determina-
tion in ensuring that
this bill was enacted
through proper legisla-
tive procedures. The
thorough review by as-
sembly committees
over the past six
months shows a delib-
erate and consultative
approach, prioritizing

consensus - dr iven
lawmaking. This me-
thodical process en-
sures that laws are not
only enacted but are
sustainable, widely
supported, and rooted
in the public interest.

While opposition
voices, including
those from JUI-F,
have criticized the bill
on religious grounds,
their dissent is part of
a healthy democratic
debate.  However, it
is crucial to note that
protecting children
from early and forced
marriages is a univer-
sally recognized hu-
man rights concern.
The government’s de-
cision to move for-
ward, despite protests
and a walkout by op-
position lawmakers,
underscores its dedi-
cation to the welfare
of Balochistan’s
younger generations.

Indeed, the en-
actment of this bill,
though delayed, is a
step in the right direc-
tion. It signals a com-
mitment to ending

harmful traditional
practices that compro-
mise children’s health,
education, and future
prospects.

By taking this de-
cisive action, the
Balochistan govern-
ment has set a prece-
dent for social reform,
human rights advo-
cacy, and legislative
responsibility in Paki-
stan. In conclusion, the
passage of the Child
Marriage Prohibition
Bill is more than just a
legal milestone—it is a
moral and social im-
perative.  The govern-
ment deserves praise
for prioritizing the wel-
fare of children, imple-
menting professional
legislative processes,
and taking a bold step
that will benefit count-
less lives across the
province. While dia-
logue and debate will
always be part of de-
mocracy, today marks
a day when gover-
nance acted in favor of
justice, progress, and
the future of
Balochistan.

THE DILEMMA OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
(AI) WEAPONS

Masoor ul Hassan
The danger associated
with autonomous and
semi- aut onomous
weapons systems is

u n ac c e p t ab l e .
There exist a near con-
sensus that such
weapons must not be
completely AI-con-
trolled.

The design must
include appropriate
levels of human judg-
ment while resorting to

them. This line of
thought gains more
credence when the
present degree of glo-
bal polarization is

taken into view.
The international order
is tilting towards au-
tocracy and the likeli-
hood of employment
of these weapons is
becoming a reality.
The norms and values
of world politics were
subjected to heavy
Trumpian Strain in the
recent past when the
competition of naked
power showed its ug-
liness in international
relations.

The Genesis of
warfare

The history of
warfare is as old as
the human race. The
Book of Genesis
states that Caine

killed Abel to sati-
ate his vengeance.
Ever since vengeance,
confrontation and bel-
ligerence have

remained more
pervasive than coop-
eration and amiability
in human relations.
The perception of

life as a zero-sum
game breeds selfish-
ness and consequent
animosity between in-

dividuals, groups, or
states. Instincts of
survival and procre-
ation are reflexive
thus natural for all liv-
ing organisms

including us hu-
mans.

War, being one of
the forms of

human relations,
received due at-

tention
However, what

distinguishes Homo

sapiens from other liv-
ing entities is the quest
for

controlling the
forces of nature like
wind, water, fire, and
Sunlight for enhancing
the level of

physical comfort
and peace of mind.
This pursuit did im-
prove amenities of life
over time but

alongside in-
creased societal com-
plexities. War, being

one of the forms of
human relations,

received due at-
tention of social scien-
tists for defining ethi-
cal and moral issues.

Caine, who may
have used a sharp
stone, a strong branch
of a tree, or simple
brute force to

strangulate Abel,
would be flabber-
gasted if he were to
visit our times. The
civilization we live in

today took centu-
ries over centuries to
materialize.

The use of electro-
magnetic s

pectrum was
considered a

game-changer
The use of elec-

tromagnetic spectrum
was considered a
game-changer before
Counter Measures
(ECM) were devel-

oped which then was
countered by Elec-
tronic Counter-
Counter Measures
ECCM.

When the lethality
of weapons created a
situation of mutually
assured destruction
(MAD) the situation
became unacceptable.
Various treaties like
Nuclear Nonprolifera-
tion Treaty (NPT),
Strategic Arms Re-
duction Treaty

(START), and many
more were signed to
avert the unaccept-
able destruction of the
human race.

Exercising
restraint was never

so important
Exercising re-

straint was never so
important before the
development of au-
tonomous weapons;
chemical, biological,
radiological, and

nuclear. The Perils
and Promises of Arti-
ficial Intelligence

Harnessing the
field of Artificial Intel-
ligence (AI) in war-
fare brought a para-
digm shift in

the modus oper-
andi of warfare. It
eliminated the require-
ment of direct human
involvement in

selecting and en-
gaging targets. Even
the smartest of the
weapons were hith-
erto launched and

guided by hu-
mans.

This development
has given rise to the
debate of ethics and
morality all over

again. António
Guterres, the UN Sec-
retary-General joined
the skeptics on Twit-
ter where he

wrote in March
2019, “Autonomous
machines with the
power and discretion
to select targets and

take lives without
human involvement
are politically unac-
ceptable, morally re-
pugnant and

should be prohib-
ited by international
law.”

Word count (592)
Group captain

Masroor ul Hassan
served as Fighter Pi-
lot in the PAF.

He holds an
M.Sc. degree in De-
fence &amp; Strate-
gic Studies (DSS)
from

QAU and another
M.Sc. Strategic Stud-
ies from KU. He can
be reached

masroorulhassan
@gmail.com
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Former Punjab CM Manzoor Wattoo
passes away in Lahore at 86

IHC dismisses Justice Jahangiri’s objections on CJ
Dogar-led division bench hearing fake degree case

NEWS DESK: Former
Punjab chief minister
Mian Manzoor Ahmed
Wattoo passed away in
Lahore on Tuesday.

He was 86 years
old. His grandson, col-
umnist Hassan Kamal
Wattoo, posted about
the former CM’s demise
on social media platform
X.

“With profound
sorrow, we announce the
passing of my beloved
grandfather, Mian
Manzoor Ahmad
Wattoo,” he said, adding
that funeral prayers
would be held at the
Wasawewala stadium in
Okara at 2pm tomorrow.

President Asif Ali
Zardari expressed deep
grief over his demise, a
post on the Presidency’s
X account said.

It added that the
president paid tribute to
Wattoo’s “invaluable
public service, role in
strengthening democ-
racy, and contributions
to national unity”. State-

run APP reported that
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif also condoled his
death, saying in a state-
ment that “services of
late Manzoor Wattoo for
the country’s politics
will always be remem-
bered”.

The deceased poli-
tician belonged to the
PPP and also served as
federal minister for

NEWS DESK: The
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) has turned down
Justice Tariq Mehmood
Jahangiri’s objections
on a division bench, led
by Chief Justice Sardar
Muhammad Sarfraz
Dogar, hearing chal-
lenges to the legitimacy
of his law degree and ap-
pointment as a judge, it
emerged on Tuesday.

The objections
were raised by Justice
Jahangiri, also an IHC
judge, during the hear-
ing of the petition chal-
lenging his qualification
on Monday, with CJ
Dogar and Justice
Muhammad Azam Khan
presiding over the pro-
ceedings.

The same bench
previously also barred
Justice Jahangiri from ju-
dicial work in September
in the case, but the or-
der was later set aside
by the Supreme Court
(SC).

Justice Jahangiri
had appeared in person
before the bench yester-
day and presented his
arguments.

A court order is-
sued after the hearing, a
copy of which is avail-
able with Dawn, said he
had raised preliminary
objections on the consti-
tution of a division
bench instead of a single
bench to hear lawyer
Mian Dawood’s peti-
tion.

Moreover, Justice
Jahangiri “expressed his
no confidence” in the
bench on the ground of
filing of an intra-court
appeal against CJ Dogar
in the SC, the order
stated.

The court, however,
observed that “on the
administrative side,
keeping in view the sen-
sitive nature of allega-
tions of having an in-
valid/ fake degree hav-
ing been levelled against
a sitting judge of this
court, it was deemed
conducive, proper and in
the fitness of things to
consti tute a division
bench to hear this case
instead of a single
bench”. It further said,
“Even otherwise, the
constitution of benches

to hear cases, is the sole
prerogative of the chief
justice.” The court also
noted that “it is not a
first instance of this kind
wherein the division
bench has been consti-
tuted to hear a certain
petition”.

Based on these ob-
servations,  the court
turned down Justice
Jahangiri’s objection to
the constitution of the
division bench to hear
the case for “having no
force”.  On Justice
Jahangiri expressing a
lack of confidence in CJ
Dogar on the basis of an
appeal filed against the
latter in the SC, the court
observed that the plea
had been dismissed by
the Federal Constitu-
tional Court (FCC) on

November 24.
In July,  Justice

Jahagiri, along with four
other IHC judges, filed
an intra-court appeal
against the SC’s consti-
tutional bench decision
of upholding the senior-
ity of the IHC that raised
Justice Dogar to the top.

The five judges re-
quested the SC not to
consider Justices Sardar
Mohammad Sarfraz
Dogar, Khadim Hussain
Soomro and Mohammad
Asif as judges of IHC
until they took fresh
oaths in accordance with
Article 194. The intra-
court appeal was fixed
before the FCC follow-
ing its establishment
under the 27th Constitu-
tional Amendment and
eventually dismissed for

non-prosecution.
Highlighting the

plea’s dismissal in its
order for Monday’s
hearing, the IHC also
cited various previous
SC orders.

It noted that in the
case Asif Ali Zardari vs
The State (PLD 2001 SC
568), the SC had upheld
that the “judge of a su-
perior court is a keeper
of his own conscience
and it is for him to de-
cide whether to hear or
not to hear a matter be-
fore him”.

“In ‘Ms. Benazir
Bhutto vs The President
of Pakistan’ (1992 SCMR
140), the issue of trans-
fer of case before the
judge on the basis of
bias was explained, and
it was observed that
there is a marked distinc-
tion in the approach on
the question of bias be-
tween a case of a judge
of a subordinate court
and a case pertaining to
a judge of a superior
court in as much as in
the former case, the su-
perior courts do grant
transfer applications on
the ground of a judge
having personal, pecu-
niary or proprietary in-
terest in the subject mat-
ter whereas in the latter
case, the Supreme Court
does not grant transfer
application on the above
ground for want of
power,” the IHC ob-
served.

Gilgit-Baltistan’s two decades of local
governance void to end in 2026

NEWS DESK:
Elected local bodies
are set to return to
Gilgit-Baltistan after a
21-years. The region’s
election commission
has announced that
polls for the local gov-
ernment will take
place on February 14,
2026, from 8.00am to
4.00pm.

Chief Election
Commissioner, Raja
Shahbaz Khan, issued
a notification on Mon-
day, confirming that
the elections will cover
various local tiers, in-
cluding Union Coun-
cils, District Councils,
and Municipal Corpo-
rations.

The process will
follow the Elections
Act, 2017, and the
Gilgit-Baltistan Local
Government Act,
2014. The submissions
for nomination papers
will open from De-
cember 22, lasting un-
til December 26. The

final candidate list will
be issued on January
15, 2026, following the
scrutiny and appeal
process.

Khan emphasised
the institutional com-
mitment to fairness,
stating, “the transpar-
ent electoral process is
considered the key in-
strument in democ-
racy.” He added that
his vision is to make
Gilgit-Baltistan’s Elec-
tion Commission more
energetic, delivering
its constitutional man-
date by organising and
conducting the elec-
tions honestly.

Senior judicial of-
ficers have been ap-
pointed as District
Returning Officers
across all ten districts
to ensure the smooth
conduct of the polls.

The elections are
considered a crucial
step towards rejuve-
nating grassroots de-
mocracy and local de-

IHC directs trial court to re-record witness statements
in Imaan, Hadi tweet case within 3 days

NEWS DESK: The
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Tuesday or-
dered the trial court
hearing the case
against human rights
activist Imaan Mazari
and her husband Hadi
Ali Chattha to re-record
the statements of all
witnesses within three
days in the controver-
sial social media tweet
case.

IHC’s Justice
Azam Khan issued the
directives while hear-
ing a petition challeng-
ing the trial court’s No-
vember 19 proceed-
ings, when testimonies
of all prosecution wit-
nesses had been re-
corded. The judge
noted that the order to
re-record statements
was being issued with-
out touching the mer-
its of the case.

The court ob-
served that the Su-
preme Court had di-
rected a prompt deci-
sion on the matter and
instructed that both
parties be heard before
a final ruling. “All
records are before the
court; a decision can be
made,” said Assistant
Attorney General Raja
Zameer-ud-Deen.

The case against
human rights activist
Imaan Mazari-Hazir
and her husband Hadi
Ali Chattha revolves

Kashmir affairs during
the 2008-2013 PPP-led
coalition government.

Wattoo hailed from
Deepalpur in Punjab’s
Okara district and had
decades of experience in
politics. He was born on
August 14, 1939. The
polit ician was first
elected chairman of the
Okara district council in
1983 and became a mem-

ber of the Punjab Assem-
bly in 1985. He was also
elected speaker of the
assembly at the time. In
1988, Wattoo was again
elected as an MPA (in-
dependent) and soon
joined the Nawaz Sharif-
led Pakistan Muslim
League, which was part
of Islami Jamhoori
Ittehad (IJI) at the time.
This time too, Wattoo

around allegedly con-
troversial posts on X
(formerly Twitter),
which the National
Cybercrime Investiga-
tion Agency (NCCIA)
claims were intended to
incite divisions and cre-
ate the impression that
the armed forces were
engaged in terrorism.

The case, regis-
tered on August 12,
2025, under the Pre-
vention of Electronic
Crimes Act (PECA)
2016, reached the
Islamabad High Court
after the trial court’s
November 19 proceed-
ings, when testimonies
of all prosecution wit-

nesses were recorded.
Mazari and Chattha
have challenged proce-
dural irregularities, in-
cluding recording evi-
dence in their absence
and the appointment of
state-appointed coun-
sel without their con-
sent, prompting the
IHC’s intervention.

Senior lawyer
Faisal Siddiqui submit-
ted his power of attor-
ney and will present ar-
guments at the next
hearing. Former High
Court Bar President
Riyasat Ali Azad, rep-
resenting the accused,
emphasised that Mazari
and Chattha have a con-

stitutional right to a fair
trial.

“Give them a
chance,” he said. He
also highlighted that on
one occasion, four wit-
nesses’ statements
were recorded in the
absence of the accused
and their pleader, ques-
tioning the reliability of
such testimonies.

The court noted
that certain exemptions
exist in trials to ensure
proceedings are not in-
fluenced. Justice Azam
Khan asked whether a
pleader was present
since Mazari was not in
court. Hadi Ali Chattha
confirmed that no

PIA says flight schedule affected
in 4 Punjab cities due to dense fog

became speaker of the
house. In 1993, he was
elected as MNA and
MPA from the IJI’s plat-
form but opted to remain
in Punjab, becoming
speaker for the third time
in a row. After the 1993
election, Wattoo dis-
lodged the provincial
government of PML-N’s
Ghulam Haider Wyne
through a vote of no-
confidence and became
the chief minister with
PPP’s support.

The PPP, which had
been unable to recapture
Punjab, had to accept
Wattoo as chief minister
in exchange for the PML-
Junejo’s support for it in
Islamabad. Back then,
Wattoo had with him just
17 MPAs in the provin-
cial assembly against the
PPP’s 92. After Wattoo
had a fall out with PPP
in 1995, then-prime min-
ister Benazir Bhutto in-
stalled Arif Nakai, an-
other PML-Junejo man,
as the new chief minis-
ter.

cision-making power,
which critics consis-
tently argued had
weakened since the
last local elections in
2004.

Separately, the
Election Commission
confirmed that the
General Elections for
the Gilgit-Baltistan As-
sembly are scheduled
for January 24, 2026.
To prepare for this, the
election commission
has called an All-Party
Conference (APC)
for December 18, at
11.00am.

The chief election
c o m m i s s i o n e r
stressed that the
APC’s goal is to un-
derstand the opinions,
suggestions, and input
of all political parties.
He expects the con-
sultation to ensure the
electoral process is
“clean, transparent,
fair, and in accordance
with democratic prin-
ciples.”

NEWS DESK: The
Pakistan International
Airlines (PIA) said on
Tuesday that dense
fog had affected its
flight schedule in
Lahore, Multan,
Sialkot and
Faisalabad, affecting
both domestic and in-
ternational operations.

In a statement,
the spokesperson for
the national carrier
urged passengers
travelling domestically
and internationally to
obtain the latest infor-
mation about their
flights before leaving
for the airport.

The spokesperson

said that temporary
changes were made
to the schedule to en-
sure passenger safety
and to avoid unneces-
sary delays in flight
operations.

He said that
dense fog affected vis-
ibility significantly, cre-
ating challenges for
aircraft during landing
and takeoff. He added
that passengers could
contact the PIA
helpline for updates on
the status of their
flights.

According to the
weekly weather out-
look issued by the Pa-
kistan Meteorological

Department, cold and
dry weather was likely
to expected in most
parts of the country on
Tuesday.

“Moderate to
dense fog/smog is
likely to persist over
Punjab, upper Sindh
and plain areas of
K h y b e r
Pakhtunkhwa,” it said.

Last week, the
Provincial Disaster
Management Author-
ity (PDMA) had fore-
cast heavy smog and
fog across Punjab
from Dec 12 to 16
(Tuesday) and urged
citizens to adopt pre-
cautionary measures.

11 years on, APS tragedy still
scars families

NEWS DESK: Eleven
years have passed since
terrorists stormed Army
Public School (APS) in
Peshawar, but time has
failed to dull the pain.
For parents who buried
their children, for sib-
lings who grew up with-
out brothers and sisters,
December remains the
coldest and longest
month, weighed down
by memory.

On December 16,
2014, terrorists turned a
place of learning into a
killing field, murdering
147 people, including
132 students, along with
women teachers and
school staff. More than
150 others were
wounded in the attack
that shook the nation to
its core.

Among the dead
were school principal
Tahira Qazi and several
teachers who stood be-
tween the attackers and
their students, sacrific-

ing their lives in desper-
ate acts of protection.

In the aftermath of
the tragedy, a martyrs'
memorial was built inside
APS to honour those
who were killed. Each
year, families of the mar-
tyrs gather at the site to
pay tribute, while a for-
mal salute is also pre-
sented in remembrance
of the victims.

On Tuesday (to-
day), the 11th anniver-
sary of the APS tragedy
will be observed with
ceremonies at  the
school,

while families
across the country will
hold Quran recitations
and special prayers in
their homes.

As the anniversary
approaches, painful
memories continue to
surface. A deeply emo-
tional message by Altaf
Hussain, the father of a
young APS student who
was martyred in the at-

tack, has gone viral on
social media.

In his post, he re-
called that his daughter
had left home happily,
clutching her books, on
her first day of school,
but never returned.

"She went to school
with books in her hands
and came back wrapped
in a shroud," he wrote,
adding that although
years have passed, the
pain remains fresh and
many questions still lin-
ger.

He said he would
never allow the sacri-
fices of his daughter and
other martyrs to go in
vain and urged the na-
tion to choose unity, pa-
tience and humanity
over hatred and despair.

"The memories of
the APS martyrs remind
Pakistanis that no mat-
ter how great the cruelty,
courage and compas-
sion are stronger," he
added.

pleader had been ap-
pointed, and the lawyer
was also absent. Advo-
cate Riyasat Ali Azad
added that Mazari had
requested an adjourn-
ment due to illness.

The Assistant At-
torney General coun-
tered that repeated ad-
journment requests
were causing delays,
while Advocate Aleem
Abbasi maintained that
any testimony recorded
in the absence of the
accused or their coun-
sel would be illegal.

The court asked
how long it would take
to re-record the state-
ments.
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Dense fog continues to disrupt traffic movement across Punjab
LAHORE (INP): Dense
fog continued to disrupt
traffic movement across
several parts of Punjab,
prompting shut down of
multiple sections of ma-
jor motorways.

According to

LHC resolved 166,643 cases in 2025, marking
significant achievement in judicial system

Paralysis, stroke become more
common in colder

months: Medical expert

Motorway Police
spokesperson Syed
Imran Ahmed, the M-2
motorway has been
closed from Lahore to
Islamabad due to poor
visibility caused by thick
fog. Similarly, the M-3

motorway has been shut
between Faizpur and
Rajana, while the M-4
motorway remains
closed from Gojra to
Multan. In southern
Punjab,  the M-5
motorway has also been

closed from Multan to
Zahir Pir as foggy con-
ditions persist.

The spokesperson
said the temporary clo-
sure of motorways aims
to protect commuters’
lives and property, urg-

ing motorists to avoid
unnecessary travel dur-
ing foggy conditions.

Dense fog has also
reported on several sec-
tions of the national
highway, including
Manga Mandi, Pattoki,

President, PM reiterate govt's resolve to
eradicate terrorism say no soft

corner for terrorists, their facilitators.

04-day polio eradication drive
continues in AJK

Okara and Sahiwal. Ar-
eas such as Kassowal,
Iqbal Nagar,
Chichawatni and Mian
Channu are also experi-
encing reduced visibil-
ity.

Severe fog contin-

ues to affect Khanewal,
Multan, Basti Malook,
Lodhran and
Bahawalpur,  while
Ahmedpur Sharqia,
Rahim Yar Khan and
Sadiqabad remain under
a thick fog blanket.

In addition to fog,
air quality across several
cities remains extremely
hazardous. Lahore earlier
topped the list of the
world’s most polluted
cities, recording 342 air
particulate matter (AQI).

LAHORE, Dec 16
(INP): The Lahore
High Court (LHC)
successfully resolved
166,643 cases in 2025,
marking a significant
achievement in the ju-
dicial system.

The remarkable
progress was attrib-
uted to Chief Justice
Aalia Neelum’s timely
and effective judicial
reforms.

CJ Aalia
Neelum's transforma-
tive steps have been
credited for making
2025 the best year for
Punjab's judiciary. Her
initiatives included the
implementation of the
Integrated Criminal
Justice System, merit-
based recruitment of
judges, enhanced in-
frastructure, and the
introduction of mod-
ern technology.

Additionally, the

establishment of video
link facilities, a judicial
complex for female
lawyers, and welfare
projects for lawyers
further strengthened
the public's trust in the
judicial system.

One of the signifi-
cant reforms was the
introduction of an ad-
vanced case manage-
ment system, incorpo-
rating digital tracking
and the computeriza-
tion of various pro-
cesses to ensure
faster case resolu-
tions.

The Integrated
Criminal Justice Sys-
tem allowed for a
streamlined process
from FIR registration
to case decisions,
making the judicial
process more trans-
parent and efficient.

As part of her ef-
forts to improve facili-

ties for female law-
yers, dedicated
women’s bar rooms
and a judicial complex
were constructed.

Furthermore, new
judicial buildings were
planned, and a judicial
tower in Lahore is set
to be constructed.

To address griev-
ances from litigants,
complaint boxes have
been installed in lower
courts across Punjab.

According to offi-
cial data, the total
number of pending
cases at the beginning
of 2025 stood at
198,005,

with 134,490 new
cases filed throughout
the year. By the end
of the year, 166,643
cases were resolved
across all four
benches of the Lahore
High Court, which in-
cludes the principal

seat.
The number of

pending cases now
stands at 169,037, re-
flecting a reduction of
40,000 cases.

Senior lawyer
Ahsan Bhoon praised
the performance, high-
lighting that the reduc-
tion in pending cases
is a positive outcome
of Chief Justice Aalia
Neelum's leadership.

Lahore High
Court Bar Secretary
Farukh Illyas Cheema
also commended the
chief justice for ensur-
ing timely justice for
citizens and fulfilling
lawyers' demands.

Legal expert
Naseer Kamboh ac-
knowledged the CJ
Neelum's efforts to
improve facilities for
lawyers and ex-
pressed gratitude for
her reforms.

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): A medical ex-
pert has urged the pub-
lic to prioritize regular
check-ups during the
winter, as conditions
like paralysis and
stroke (Falij) become
more common in
colder months, with
around 20 percent of
those affected by
these conditions suc-
cumbing to them each
year, highlighting the
urgent need for
awareness and timely
healthcare to prevent
severe outcomes.

Dr. Nazeer Haidri,
speaking to a local
media channel, shed
light on the growing
concern of stroke
cases in Pakistan, re-
vealing that the stroke
rate in the country has
now exceeded 40%.

According to his
statements, more than

300,000 people fall
victim to a stroke each
year, which is a signifi-
cant health crisis.

He highlighted
that the cold winter
months particularly
exacerbate the situa-
tion, as people are
more likely to experi-
ence health complica-
tions during this sea-
son due to factors like
blood pressure fluc-
tuations and lack of
physical activity.

Expert empha-
sized that strokes, es-
pecially those caused
by underlying condi-
tions such as hyperten-
sion and diabetes, can
be prevented with
early detection and
lifestyle modifications.

He urged the pub-
lic to be more mindful
of their health, advis-
ing regular medical
check-ups to monitor

risk factors like high
blood pressure, cho-
lesterol levels and
blood sugar.

He also stressed
the importance of a
healthy diet, regular
physical activity, and
avoiding smoking and
excessive alcohol con-
sumption to reduce the
risk of stroke.

The doctor further
pointed out that stroke
has become one of the
leading causes of
death and disability in
Pakistan, with many
victims unable to re-
cover fully, leading to
long-term physical and
emotional suffering for
both patients and their
families. He further
called for greater
awareness campaigns
and public education
on stroke prevention,
urging both individuals
and healthcare provid-

ers to take proactive
steps in managing risk
factors, particularly
during the winter
months when the like-
lihood of a stroke is at
its peak.

Responding to a
query, expert ex-
plained that a lack of
proper hydration and
insufficient physical
exercise are signifi-
cant factors contribut-
ing to the rise in stroke
cases. He pointed out
that these habits, when
combined, lead to
long-term damage to
brain function, adding,
emphasized that indi-
viduals over the age of
25 are at an increased
risk, with one out of
every four people in
this age group facing
the potential threat of
stroke each year due
to these lifestyle fac-
tors.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
President Asif Al i
Zardari and Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif has
reiterated the
government's resolve to
eradicate terrorism, say-
ing there is no soft cor-
ner for terrorists and
their facilitators.

In a separate mes-
sage, President Zardari
said Pakistan's commit-
ment to defeating terror-
ism was absolute.

"There can be no
negotiations with those
who raise arms against
the state or target our
children," the president
said in a message on the
11th anniversary of the
APS Peshawar attack.

He said the memory
of the APS martyrs
strengthened their re-
solve. Pakistan would
never allow the enemies
of peace to succeed.

Today, he said, they
remembered the inno-
cent children and staff of
the Army Public School
whose lives were taken
in the brutal terrorist at-
tack on 16 December
2014, adding their sacri-
fice remained a solemn
reminder of the heavy
price the nation had
paid in the fight against

terrorism.
"We stand with the

families who continue to
bear this pain with cour-
age. The nation will al-
ways honour the resil-
ience of the APS families
who transformed their
grief into strength for
Pakistan," he added.

The president said
that they strongly con-
demned the Indian spon-
sored terrorism in Paki-
stan.

"The evidence of its
involvement in efforts to
destabilise our country
is well documented. Pa-
kistan will continue to
expose these hostile ac-
tivities and will defend
its people with full re-
solve," President Secre-
tariat Press Wing, in a
press release, quoted
the president as saying.

The president also
paid tribute to the secu-
rity forces, law enforce-
ment agencies and intel-
ligence services whose
efforts had prevented
many such tragedies.

He resolved that
they would continue to
pursue every terrorist
and every facilitator un-
til justice was done.

"Let me take this
opportunity to warn the

apologists, facilitators
and supporters of terror-
ists that the people and
the armed forces of Pa-
kistan shall not spare
them and will defeat
them, no matter what po-
litical, ideological or
fake religious garb they
try to shroud them-
selves in," he stressed.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, paying
tribute to the martyrs of
the Army Public School
Peshawar tragedy, reiter-
ated his government's
resolve to maintain an
uncompromising zero-
tolerance stance on ter-
rorism and continue re-
lentless and full force
anti-terror operations till
the elimination of the
scourge. The prime min-
ister, in his message on
the APS attack anniver-
sary, said that the great
sacrifices rendered for
Pakistan's bright future
would never go in vain
as the state, security in-
sti tutions, and the
people stood united and
determined to eliminate
terrorism and extremism.

"Today, we pay trib-
ute to the martyrs of the
Army Public School
Peshawar tragedy, who
sacrificed their precious

lives for the future of our
beloved homeland. This
heart-wrenching inci-
dent was a great ordeal
for the entire nation,
which deeply saddened
us but failed to break our
resolve," he remarked.

He said that the sac-
rifices of the innocent
children, teachers, and
staff of APS would al-
ways remain etched in
the national conscience
and only the elimination
of terrorism from the
country would be the
meaningful justice for
this heinous tragedy.

The prime minister
said that the entire na-
tion shared the grief of
the martyrs' bereaved
families, and saluted
their patience and resil-
ience. "Today, as Paki-
stan once again faces
the menace of terrorism,
with security personnel
and innocent civilians
being targeted in various
parts of the country, the
APS tragedy reminds us
that our struggle against
terrorism is not yet
over," he said and
prayed for the highest
rank in paradise for all
the martyrs of this anti-
terror war and patience
for their families.

MIRPUR (INP): In
Azad Jammu and
Kashmir (AJK), the
nation-wide 04-day
polio eradication drive
on Tuesday continued
successfully for the
2nd consecutive day.

The campaign will
continue till December
18 without any break.

At least 7.12 lakh
children up to five
years of age, were tar-
geted to be adminis-
tered polio vaccine
during the campaign
launched across AJK
on Monday, the State
Health Services Au-
thorities said.

The drive was
launched across AJK
by the State Health
Services Department
with the coordination
of the World Health
Organization (WHO),

the state health au-
thorities said talking to
APP while unveiling
the salient features of
the immunization cam-
paign against polio.

They underlined
that no case of polio
disease had been
emerged any where in
the liberated since last
25 years.

And in lake district
of Mirpur, District
Health Officer, Dr.
Fida Hussain said that
since Mirpur district
had been comprising
the total population of
4,38,319 persons
which included over
76 thousand children
under five years of
age would be immu-
nized with polio vac-
cine and vitamin ‘A’
drops during door to
door visit by mobile

para medical teams
besides at 14 transit
points and fixed cen-
ters across the district.

The district, he
said, had been re-
marked into four
zones with the induc-
tion of one supervisor
in each zone to imple-
ment the drive. "One
ward In-charge will
supervise the cam-
paign in the concerned
specified area falling
in each Union Coun-
cil in the district.", he
said adding that a to-
tal of 84 Union Coun-
cils / Ward In-charges
would look after the
campaign in all union
councils in the district.

Elaborating the
district-wise anti-polio
drive, Dr. Fida
Hussain further said
that a total of 400 mo-

bile teams of para-
medical staff involving
over 900 para-medical
workers had been
constituted and 41
fixed centers had been
set up in the district to
immunize the children
with the polio vaccine.

“The mobile
teams will visit door to
door to feed the chil-
dren with the polio vac-
cine during the cam-
paign", he said. At
least six thousand vi-
als of the anti-polio
vaccine had been
managed for the vac-
cination during the
campaign, he added.

The DHO advised
the parents to cooper-
ate the visiting mobile
paramedic teams to
make the national anti-
polio campaign com-
plete success.

PFA dismantles
major network

involved in
production,

supply
of  fake milk

RAWALPINDI (INP):
The Punjab Food Au-
thority (PFA), in coordi-
nation with the
Islamabad Food Author-
ity (IFA), has dismantled
a major network in-
volved in the produc-
tion and supply of fake
and adulterated milk
near Faizabad.

A PFA spokesman
said on Tuesday that the
raid was conducted at a
milk production unit in
Muhammadi Colony
near Faizabad after pro-
longed surveillance, re-
sulting in the seizure of
four mixing machines
used to manufacture
counterfeit milk.

He said around
27,000 litres of milk pre-
pared from dry powder
and vegetable oil was
destroyed on the spot,
while officials also re-
covered 3,200 kilograms
of ghee and 2,500 kilo-
grams of dry milk pow-
der from the unit.

According to the
spokesman, the adulter-
ated milk was being sup-
plied to different areas of
the twin cities, adding
that those involved were
traced and apprehended
following detailed intel-
ligence-based monitor-
ing.

ANKARA: Ambassador of Pakistan to Türkiye, Dr. Yousaf Junaid,  Deputy Mayor of Keçiören Mu-
nicipality, Atilla Zorlu at commemorative ceremony held in Ankara in memory of the school children
and staff who were martyred in the heinous terrorist attack on Army Public School (APS), Peshawar.

QUETTA: MPA Farrah Azeem Shah addressing a press conference.
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Governor Balochistan Emphasizes
Sustainable Peace,

Economic Development in Zhob

Loralai Range Police Officers PromotedBalochistan Govt Reviews Financial Affairs,
Emphasizes Transparency

QUETTA: The
Departmental Ac-
counts Committee for
FY 2024-2025 met
under Secretary Local
Government & Rural
Development Abdul
Rauf Baloch. The
meeting reviewed fi-
nancial matters, de-

velopment & non-de-
velopment expenses,
and pending audit ob-
jections of Local Gov-
ernment & Rural De-
velopment Depart-
ment and Local Gov-
ernment Board. Offi-
cials briefed the meet-
ing on their depart-

ments' financial situa-
tion, audit reports, and
challenges. Secretary
Baloch stressed en-
suring financial disci-
pline, transparent use
of government re-
sources, and timely
resolution of audit ob-
jections.  Financial ir-

regularities won't be
tolerated, and progress
will be reviewed in fu-
ture meetings, he
added.  The meeting
concluded with rec-
ommendations to en-
hance financial trans-
parency and adminis-
trative performance.

LORALAI: A pro-
motion board meeting
was held at DIG Of-
fice Loralai, chaired by
DIG Loralai Range,
Junaid Ahmad Sheikh.

The board re-
viewed the service

DC Jaffarabad Reviews Education
Sector, Emphasizes Quality Education

J A F FA R A B A D :
Deputy Commissioner
Jaffarabad, Khalid
Khan, chaired a cru-
cial meeting of the
District Education
Group, attended by
officials from Educa-
tion, Finance, and
other departments.

The meeting re-
viewed progress on
previous decisions,
Real-Time School
Monitoring System
(RTSM), teacher at-
tendance,

and infrastructure
development. Khan
stressed that education
is a top priority and di-
rected officials to en-
sure teacher atten-

dance, improve learn-
ing environments, and
provide basic facilities.
N o n - f u n c t i o n a l

schools should be re-
vived, and develop-
ment projects com-

pleted on time to en-
hance education qual-
ity in Jaffarabad.

ZHOB: Gover-
nor Balochistan, Jafar
Khan Mandokhail, di-
rected the district ad-
ministration to ensure
sustainable peace,
crime prevention, and
protection of citizens'

lives and property. He
emphasized the need
to promote economic
development, improve
the quality of life, and
attract investors to the
region.

M a n d o k h a i l

praised the district ad-
ministration and law
enforcement agencies
for their efforts in
maintaining peace and
serving the people.

He stressed the
importance of trans-

parency, accountabil-
ity, and effective utili-
zation of resources for
the welfare of the
people.

The Governor
also highlighted the
need to prioritize edu-

cation and healthcare,
improve school and
hospital infrastructure,
and provide training
and resources to
teachers and
healthcare profession-
als.

records and perfor-
mance of officers and
approved

the promotion of 6
Head Constables to
Assistant Sub-Inspec-
tor and 3 Assistant
Sub-Inspectors to

Sub-Inspector.
DIG Sheikh con-

gratulated the pro-
moted officers, em-
phasizing that their
promotion is a recog-
nition of their hard
work and profession-

alism.
He directed the

officers to maintain
law and order, ensure
justice,

and serve the
people with integrity
and transparency.

Assistant Commissioner
Turbat Surprises TCH
with Unannounced Visit

TURBAT: Assistant
Commissioner Turbat,
Muhammad Hanif
Kabzai, made an un-
announced visit to
TCH, inspecting vari-
ous departments and
facilities.

He reviewed doc-

tor and staff atten-
dance, lab, X-ray, and
MRI services, and
praised MS Dr.
Waheed Baladi's per-
formance.

Kabzai empha-
sized timely and qual-
ity treatment, ensuring

doctor and staff pres-
ence, and addressing
patient issues.

He warned
against negligence in
public welfare institu-
tions, stressing efforts
to improve healthcare
services.

Polio Eradication Drive
Intensifies in Naseerabad

N A S E E R A B A D :
Deputy Commissioner
Captain (Retd) Zulfiqar
Ali Karrar chaired an
evening review meeting
to assess the progress
of the polio vaccination
campaign. The meeting

was attended by District
Health Officer Dr.
[Name], Area Incharges,
and UC MOs.

Karrar emphasized
the need to make the
campaign more effec-
tive,  ensuring every

child receives polio vac-
cine and vitamin drops.

He directed officials
to fulfill their responsi-
bilities diligently, warn-
ing of action against
negligence. Polio eradi-
cation is a collective re-

sponsibility," Karrar
said, urging a coordi-
nated approach.

The meeting re-
viewed progress, with
officials directed to
leave no stone unturned
in achieving the goal.
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ADB commits more loans for reforms, budget support
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NEWS DESK: The
Asian Development
Bank (ADB) on Mon-
day offered more
loans to Pakistan for
reforms in institutional
capacity building and
budget support on top
of its existing debt
stock of about $17 bil-
lion.

The offer to Fi-
nance Minister
M u h a m m a d
Aurangzeb was made
by an ADB delegation
led by its Country Di-
rector Emma Fan, Di-
rector General for
Central and West Asia
Department Leah
Gutierrez along with
senior officials from
the local ADB team.

The Manila-based
ADB is the second
largest multilateral to
Pakistan in terms of
the debt stock which
stood at $16.9bn as of
end-June 2025 and
third largest among all
lenders led by China
and then the World
Bank.

As of now, the
ADB has committed
764 public sectors
loans, grants and tech-
nical assistance total-
ling $43.4bn to Paki-
stan, according to the
lending agency.
Pakistan’s total exter-
nal debt stock stands

bursements and tan-
gible outcomes and
committed willingness
to support reforms
aimed at improving
implementation effi-
ciency and strengthen-
ing institutional capac-
ity.

In recent months,
the ADB has already
approved loans to pre-
pare various develop-
ment projects including
sections of mainline
railway track (ML-1)

to implementation
phase given history of
stuck up loans and
projects in procure-
ment phases due to
poor management.

The delegation
also updated the fi-
nance minister about
ADB’s growing en-
gagement in private
sector development,
including potential pri-
vate sector transac-
tions, guarantees, and
PPP initiatives, such as

Rate cut too meagre to address major challenges,
industry leaders complain

NEWS DESK: The de-
cision of State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP) to lower
the policy rate by 50 ba-
sis points to 10.50pc
drew mixed reactions on
Monday, with a foreign
investors’ body welcom-
ing it while the
country’s wider busi-
ness community
criticised it as marginal
and ineffective for
boosting local produc-
tion and exports.

The Overseas In-
vestors Cham-ber of
Commerce and Industry
(OICCI) viewed the rate
cut as a prudent mea-
sure. “The State Bank
has taken a cautious and
measured step to ease
financing conditions,”
OCCI’s Secretary Gen-
eral and Chief Executive
Abdul Aleem said.

Mr Aleem said the
unexpected reduction is
positive and will help
stimulate business ac-
tivities by lowering bor-
rowing costs while pre-
serving overall eco-
nomic stability.

MNCs’ association
terms SBP move ‘cau-
tious’ for fostering sta-
bility

He added that the
chamber notes that a
gradual approach “al-
lows businesses to plan

investment decisions
with greater confidence
and helps ensure that
the impact of ease re-
mains aligned with sus-
tainable economic
growth objectives”.

However, local busi-
ness leaders expr-essed
immediate and deep dis-
appointment, arguing
the minor adjustment
fails to address the se-
vere challenges they
face.

“Such a token ad-
justment falls far short of
what is urgently required
to revive Pakistan’s frag-
ile economy and restore
business confidence,”
Karachi Chamber of
Commerce and Industry

(KCCI) President
Muhammad Rehan
Hanif said.

Mr Hanif said the
marginal cut neither re-
flects prevailing eco-
nomic realities nor offers
meaningful relief to busi-
nesses struggling under
an exceptionally high
cost of doing business.
Despite a visible decline
in inflation, borrowing
costs in Pakistan remain
among the highest in the
region, he said.

“Regional econo-
mies such as China, In-
dia,  Bangladesh,
Viet-nam, Indonesia and
Sri Lanka maintain
single-digit interest
rates, enabling their in-

Smart meters become
cheaper as bulk procurement

reshapes power sector

Monetary policy eased as SBP
lowers policy rate to 10.5pc

proposed airport trans-
actions.

The strengthening
of ADB’s in-country
presence, including the
appointment of a new
country operations
head, was noted as a
key step toward
deeper engagement
and improved project
origination.

The finance min-
ister expressed deep
appreciation for
ADB’s long-standing

and timely support to
Pakistan, particularly
in the areas of budget-
ary assistance, climate
resilience,

social sector de-
velopment, and struc-
tural reforms.

He underscored
the importance of
moving towards an
impact-led and Key
Performance Indica-
tors-driven develop-
ment partnership,
emphasising that de-

at $107bn by end-
June 2025, according
to the IMF.

Ms Fan
“emphasised ADB’s
willingness to support
reforms aimed at im-
proving implementa-
tion efficiency and
strengthening institu-
tional capacity…and
confirmed readiness
to provide further bud-
get support aligned
with the Extended
Fund Facility (of the
International Mon-
etary Fund), an-
nounced the ministry
of finance.

The ADB delega-
tion outlined future ar-
eas of engagement, in-
cluding insurance sec-
tor reforms, public-pri-
vate partnerships, pen-
sion reforms, and con-
tinued support for cli-
mate resilience and
social sector develop-
ment, the statement
said, adding the ADB
representatives ex-
pressed appreciation
for Pakistan’s reform
progress under the
IMF programme.

The country di-
rector also reaffirmed
ADB’s focus on de-
velopment results, not-
ing that faster project
readiness and stream-
lined processes were
essential for timely dis-

dustries to access af-
fordable financing, ex-
pand capacity, and re-
main competitive in glo-
bal markets, while the
situation in Pakistan is
opposite,” Mr Hanif
said. Mr Hanif noted
when the cost of financ-
ing remains prohibi-
tively high, businesses
defer expansion plans,
shut down marginal
units, and reduce em-
ployment, ultimately
leading to lower eco-
nomic output and re-
duced government rev-
enues.

Echoing that senti-
ment, leaders from other
major trade bodies said
the small  reduction

NEWS DESK:The State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP)
on Monday reduced the
policy rate by 50 basis
points to support sus-
tainable economic
growth, delivering a sur-
prise to markets and
marking a move that di-
verged from the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund's
(IMF) more cautious
stance,  which had
emphasised maintaining
the policy rate.

Announcing its de-
cision after the Mon-
etary Policy Committee
(MPC) meeting, the cen-
tral bank said headline
inflation had remained
within the target range of
5-7% during July-No-
vember FY26, creating
limited space for cali-
brated monetary easing.
The MPC, however, ac-
knowledged that core in-
flation remained rela-
tively sticky and re-
quired continued vigi-
lance. It stressed that
the rate cut was aimed at
reinforcing the ongoing
recovery in economic
activity without under-
mining price stability.

The decision came
at a time when most mar-
ket participants had ex-
pected the SBP to main-
tain the policy rate, re-
flecting concerns over

inflation risks, external
account pressures and
the IMF's repeated calls
for caution.

The IMF, following
the completion of the
Extended Fund Facility
(EFF) and Resilience and
Sustainability Facility
(RSF) reviews, had un-
derlined the importance
of maintaining an "ap-
propriately tight" mon-
etary stance and ensur-
ing that real interest
rates remain positive on
a forward-looking basis.

Against this back-
drop, the SBP's move
was widely viewed as a
calculated deviation
rather than a wholesale
shift in policy direction.

According to the
MPC, economic activity
has continued to gain
traction, supported by
robust improvements in
key high-frequency indi-
cators.

Large-scale manu-
facturing (LSM) re-
corded 4.1% year-on-
year growth in Q1-FY26,
with broad-based in-
creases across most sec-
tors.

Rising sales of au-
tomobiles, fertiliser and
cement,  along with
higher imports of ma-
chinery and intermediate
goods,  pointed to

strengthening industrial
momentum.

 The central bank
argued that easing finan-
cial conditions would
help consolidate these
gains and support in-
vestment.

Developments in
the agricultural sector
also reinforced the
MPC's relatively opti-
mistic outlook. Data on
wheat sowing, input
availability and govern-
ment-backed incentive
programmes suggested
that wheat production
could surpass official
targets, supporting rural
incomes and food sup-
ply. Improved perfor-
mance in agriculture and
industry is expected to
spill over into the ser-
vices sector, prompting
the SBP to maintain its
projection that real GDP
growth in FY26 would
remain in the upper half
of the 3.25-4.25% range.

On the external
front, the MPC noted
that the current account
deficit stood at $0.7 bil-
lion during July-October
FY26, broadly in line
with expectations. Im-
ports expanded in tan-
dem with rising eco-
nomic activity, while
workers' remittances re-
mained resilient.

briefed the delegation
on recent progress, in-
cluding the
privatisation of First
Women Bank, re-
newed interest in stra-
tegic transactions, and
ongoing work on en-
ergy sector restructur-
ing and distribution
companies and said
successful and visible
transactions were
critical to building mo-
mentum and credibil-
ity in the privatisation
process. The minister
also pledged “commit-
ment to trade
liberalisation and com-
petitiveness, despite
short-term resistance
from protected sec-
tors”.

The official state-
ment said the two
sides reaffirmed their
shared commitment to
deepening the Paki-
stan-ADB partnership,
with a strong focus on
impact, accountability,
private sector devel-
opment, and inclusive
and sustainable
growth and agreed to
continue close coordi-
nation as Pakistan ad-
vances its reform and
development agenda
under the forthcoming
country partnership
framework and the
pipeline for 2026 and
beyond.

Businesses panic as transporters’ strike ‘cripples’
supply chains

NEWS DESK: Busi-
nessmen fear economic
activity in the port city
and the province will
come to a standstill and
local production will
shut down due to a nine-
day-old cargo transport-
ers’ strike, which has dis-
rupted the movement of
goods across the prov-
ince.

Representatives of
multiple bu---siness
bodies urged the Sindh
government to intervene
and address the situa-
tion stemming from the
stri--ke, which has a crip-
pling impact on indus-
trial  production and
supply chains.

In a letter to the
Sindh chief minister,
Overseas Investors
Chambers of Commerce
Industry (OICCI) Secre-
tary General Abdul
Aleem said the situation
was a very serious con-
cern for the industry and
commerce in the coun-
try.

He said he had
raised this matter on Dec
12 with the Punjab and
Sindh chief secretaries,
but it partially eased the
situation in Punjab only.
However, the situation
in Sindh and Karachi
port, inward and out-
ward movement of

goods, has remained
unchanged, he added.

“Many of our mem-
bers have reported that
trucks from Punjab are
still  unable to enter
Karachi and port opera-
tions have also been se-
verely constrained, and
several major manufac-
turing facilities are now
at imminent risk of shut-
down,” he informed the
Sindh CM.

Sindh CM urged to
intervene to address is-
sue as cargo unions an-
nounce nationwide boy-
cott on 19th

“One OICCI member
reported production
lines shutdown this
morning, with some oth-
ers anticipating closures

between tomorrow
(Tuesday) and Wednes-
day,” he said, adding
that “OICCI members
further report that essen-
tial raw materials and fin-
ished goods are
stranded across high-
ways”.

According to Paki-
stan Vanas-pati Manu-
facturers Association
(PVMA) Chairman
Sheikh Umer Rehan, the
supply of edible oil,
ghee and essential daily-
use commodities has
been affected, while the
transportation of indus-
trial raw materials has
come to a halt.

Mr Rehan warned
the suspension of raw
material supplies could

paralyse the production
process, leading to se-
vere repercussions for
the economy. He said
the delivery of imported
goods had come to a
complete standstill, re-
sulting in consignments
being stuck at ports and
exposing businesses to
substantial financial
losses in the form of de-
murrage and detention
charges.

Pakistan Associa-
tion of Large Steel Pro-
ducers General
Secre-tary Wajid Bukhari
said the goods trans-
porters’ strike had a crip-
pling impact on indus-
trial  production and
supply chains. Pro-
longed disruption could

result in layoffs, wage
losses for workers, and
long-term damage to
Pakistan’s industrial
credibility, he feared.

He urged the federal
and provincial govern-
ments to engage in talks
with the transporters, re-
view the Motor Vehicle
Ordinance 2025, and
ado-pt a balanced ap-
proach that ens-ured
road safety without pa-
ralysing the industry
and production.

The current wave
of protests by transport-
ers began in response to
the enforcement of the
Motor Vehicle Ordi-
nance 2025 on Dec 8,
under which traffic
auth-orities imposed in-
creased fines, strict pen-
alties, vehicle impound-
ment, and FIRs against
drivers and transport
operators. Trans-po--rt
unions argue that the
ordinance has been
implemented without
adequate consultation
and has made routine
transport operations fi-
nancially unviable.

While negotiations
temporarily eased ten-
sions in some areas of
Punjab on Dec 13, major
transport bodies, includ-
ing the All Pakistan
Transport Federation.

velopment outcomes,
rather than approvals
alone, must remain the
central measure of
success.

Mr Aurangzeb
highlighted the
government’s resolve
to improve project
readiness and imple-
mentation, noting that
delays in execution
had historically diluted
development impact,
especially in social
sectors and climate-
related initiatives.

While reviewing
the Pakistan’s macro-
economic stabilisation
efforts and reform tra-
jectory under the
IMF’s EFF,

the minister
pointed out recent ex-
ternal validations, in-
cluding improved
credit ratings, suc-
cessful IMF reviews,
and the approval of the
R e s i l i e n c e
Sustainability Facility,
reflected confidence
in Pakistan’s reform
agenda.

He reaffirmed
commitment to struc-
tural reforms, includ-
ing taxation, energy
sector, state-owned
e n t e r p r i s e s ,
privatisation, and pub-
lic financial manage-
ment.

The minister

N E W S
DESK:Owing to con-
sistent efforts and
timely actions by the
Power Division to pro-
mote transparency
and competition, the
prices of smart meters
for power distribution
companies have been
reduced by up to 40%.
"This reduction will
result in estimated an-
nual savings of Rs150
billion at the national
level," said Federal
Minister for Power
Awais Ahmed
Leghari.

The federal minis-
ter made these re-
marks on Monday af-
ter a report on smart
meters was presented.
He stated that the
adoption of transpar-
ent and internationally
competitive procure-
ment processes had
reduced the price of a
three-phase smart
meter from around
Rs45,000 to less than
Rs25,000, bringing it
close to the price of a
conventional three-
phase meter.

Similarly, the price
of a single-phase
smart meter has been
reduced by Rs7,000.
These prices are ex-
clusive of applicable
taxes. The minister
said that improved
planning by the Power
Division and positive
changes in the Paki-
stan Engineering
Council's regulations
encouraged strong
participation by inter-
national companies.

"Barriers to entry
were removed and
bulk procurement of
smart meters by all
power distribution
companies led to
lower prices due to
reduced costs of raw
materials and sup-
plies," he said.

" C o n t i n u o u s
monitoring and the in-
troduction of clear and
competitive standards
for smart meters also
helped bring prices
down."

According to the
minister, the estimated
annual savings of
Rs150 billion are

based on the replace-
ment of defective and
outdated meters by
power distribution
companies. In addition,
the installation of new
meters will provide
further financial relief
to electricity consum-
ers.

This benefit will
be reflected in lower
costs shown in de-
mand notices for new
connections.

He added that
lower smart meter
prices would speed up
digitalisation in the
power sector and fur-
ther improve the per-
formance of the na-
tional grid.

Leghari further
said that smart meters
would help eliminate
incorrect readings, al-
low quick detection of
electricity theft, enable
prepaid billing, provide
consumers with direct
access to usage data,
support faster power
restoration without the
need for a lineman and
offer several other
benefits.

would fail to encourage
new investment or cre-
ate jobs.

“The 50 basis point
cut would not resolve
the industries’ problems
and fail to boost exports
under the challenging
business environment,”
Federation of Pakistan
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry’s (FPCCI)
Senior Vice President
Saquib Fayyaz Magoon
said. “The interest rate
should be brought down
to a single digit to at
least come at par with re-
gional peers.”

Industries are cur-
rently burdened with ex-
orbitant energy tariffs,
high fuel prices, exces-
sive taxation and a vola-
tile exchange rate. Busi-
ness leaders argue that
maintaining a high inter-
est rate regime suffo-
cates productive eco-
nomic activity.

Ahmed Azeem Alvi,
president of the SITE
Association of Industry,
termed the move insuffi-
cient. “People are losing
jobs every day.

The government
must bring the policy
rate down to single dig-
its so that the economy
can breathe and employ-
ment opportunities can
grow,” he said.
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Amoura has key role as Algeria seek AFCON redemption

Security beefed up for Ashes Adelaide Test
after Bondi shooting

Messi mania peaks in India’s pollution-hit capital

NEWS DESK: Po-
lice armed with rifles
will be part of a
beefed up security
presence at the third
Test between Austra-
lia and England at
Adelaide Oval after
the Bondi Beach
shooting attacks, offi-
cials said, while flags
will be flown at half-
mast.

South Australia
state Premier Peter
Malinauskas said ex-
tra measures would be
in place for the Ashes
clash that starts on
Wednesday, although
there was no intelli-
gence pointing to an
elevated threat level.

“Given the events
that have occurred in
Sydney, there will be
additional protocols
put in place at
Adelaide Oval,” he
said late Monday.

“This is done only
as a precautionary
measure, but it is ap-
propriate that we are
in an increasing sense
of alertness just at the
moment.”

An attack by a
father and son on a
Jewish celebration at
Sydney’s Bondi Beach
on Sunday killed 15
people with dozens in-
jured.

One of the assail-
ants was killed, while
the other is in a criti-
cal condition in hospi-

tal.
South Australia

Police Commissioner
Grant Stevens said
special security-re-
sponse police, armed
with rifles, would be
present in and around
the Adelaide Oval dur-
ing the Test.

“There’s a bal-
ance between the
concern about police
officers carrying rifles
in and about the com-
munity, balanced with
the need for us to be
able to effectively re-
spond to an event,
should an event occur
and these officers are
specifically trained for
that purpose,” he said.

“There’s no intel-
ligence at this time to
indicate that there are

any increased levels of
threat or security risks
around the cricket or
any other community
event,” he said.

Cricket Australia
and the England and
Wales Cricket Board
released a joint state-
ment to pay tribute to
the Bondi Beach vic-
tims, saying they were
“horrified”.

“All of our
thoughts are with the
victims, their friends
and families, the Jew-
ish community and the
people of Australia at
this deeply distressing
time,” they said.

“Our condolences
go out to all those af-
fected.”

There will be a
moment of silence ob-

NEWS DESK: Striker
Mohamed Amoura is
set to be a key figure
as Algeria seek re-
demption at the 2025
Africa Cup of Nations
(AFCON) in Morocco
after disastrous cam-
paigns in the past two
editions.

The Desert Foxes
won the premier Afri-
can football competi-
tion a second time in
2019, edging Senegal
1-0 in the final in Cairo.

But in two AFCON
appearances since they
failed to win a match
in six attempts and
twice made humbling
first-round exits, lead-
ing to the sacking of
coach Djamel Belmadi.

His place was
taken by Vladimir
Petkovic, who took
Switzerland to two
Euro Championship
tournaments and one
World Cup during a
seven-year reign.

The 62-year-old
born in Bosnia &

Herzegovina rang the
changes when he took
charge of Algeria last
year, including giving
more opportunities to
Amoura.

His faith in the 25-
year-old, now with
Bundesliga outfit
Wolfsburg, has been
richly rewarded with
Amoura becoming the
leading scorer in 2026
World Cup African
qualifying with 10
goals.

Amoura tormented
a variety of rivals as Al-
geria secured a fifth ap-
pearance at the global
showpiece, scoring a
hat-trick against
Mozambique and two
each against
Botswana, Somalia and
Uganda.

Since then he also
found the net in an
AFCON warm-up vic-
tory over Zimbabwe as
Algeria prepare for
Group E showdowns
with Sudan, Burkina
Faso and Equatorial

Bayern need late Kane penalty
to rescue home draw

NEWS DESK:
Bundesliga leaders
Bayern Munich needed
an 87th-minute penalty
from forward Harry Kane
to rescue a 2-2 home
draw against basement
side Mainz 05 in the
Bundesliga on Sunday
but still managed to ex-
tend their lead at the top
to nine points.

Goals from Lee Jae-
sung and Kacper
Potulski had put the visi-
tors in the driving seat
after Lennart Karl's first-
half opener for the Ba-
varians, before England
captain Kane netted his
18th league goal of the
season to save the
hosts' blushes and nar-
rowly avoid their second
league loss of the sea-
son. Bayern are in top
spot on 38 points, with
RB Leipzig second on 29
following Friday's 3-1
loss at Union Berlin and
Borussia Dortmund in
third, on goal difference,
after their 1-1 draw at
Freiburg.

They have also
reached the 50-goal mark
in their 14th Bundesliga
match of the season, the
fastest in league history.

"We were in com-
plete control for the first
44 minutes and had
many chances to score,"
Kane said. "The sudden

equaliser just before
halftime changed the
momentum."

"We came out of
the break dominant
again, but lacked the last
touch. They then scored
a nice goal, and we had
to fight back. We've had
a lot of games in a short
period, but that's no ex-
cuse," added the
Bundesliga's leading
scorer. "Of course, we
wanted to go into the
winter break with two
wins. A draw at home is
disappointing, but we
have to accept it and
move on."

The Bundesliga will
go into its traditional
winter break from De-
cember 21 to January 9.

It was one-way traf-
fic at  the start  with

Shaheen pulled out for dangerous
bowling on BBL debut

NEWS DESK: Shaheen
Shah Afridi’s much-an-
ticipated Big Bash
League (BBL) debut
turned sour as the Paki-
stan fast bowler was
withdrawn from the at-
tack for dangerous bowl-
ing during Brisbane
Heat’s clash against
Melbourne Renegades
in Geelong.

Having opted to
field, Heat endured a dif-
ficult  evening as
Shaheen struggled for
control.

In the 18th over of
the Renegades’ innings,
the left-armer delivered
two waist-high full

tosses — one each to
Tim Seifert and Ollie
Peake — prompting the
umpires to remove him
from the bowling attack
under the league’s
safety regulations.

Shaheen reacted
with a wry smile as Heat
captain Nathan
McSweeney was forced
to complete the remain-
ing two deliveries of the
over.

The incident
capped a testing initia-
tion for the fast bowler,
who finished with fig-
ures of 0-43 from 2.4
overs, conceding three
no-balls and two wides.

Bayern having more
than 85% possession in
the first 15 minutes.

Mainz did hit the
post through Kaishu
Sano but the Bavarians
then forced a string of
superb saves from
Mainz goalkeeper
Daniel Batz, including
stopping Kane's point-
blank header and tipping
Michael Olise's shot
wide.

It looked like only a
matter of time until
Bayern scored and they
did it in the 29th minute
with in-form 17-year-old
Karl turning a Serge
Gnabry cutback in for his
third league goal of the
season. Karl has now
scored four goals in his
last  five starts for
Bayern across all compe-

The evening had
begun on a more prom-
ising note, with Shaheen
bowling three dot balls
in his second over amid
considerable fanfare,
heightened by the pres-
ence of Pakistan team-
mate Mohammad
Rizwan, who was also
making his BBL debut for
the Renegades.

However, Shaheen
soon lost his rhythm,
missing his lengths and
struggling with consis-
tency.

He was not reintro-
duced until the 13th
over,  when the Ren-
egades took the power

ment and represent our
country in the best pos-
sible way. We want to
make our supporters
happy and fight for the
title.

"There is no secret
to my scoring 10 goals
in World Cup qualifi-
ers. My achievements
are due to hard work
and the confidence
given to me by my
teammates and
coaches.

"It is a huge honour
to wear the Algerian
jersey. I want to help
my team as much as
possible, whether it is
scoring, creating goals
or dropping back to
defend."

Amoura hailed
Petkovic for creating
an atmosphere during
training camps that is
conducive to success
for a country that also
won the AFCON in
1990.

"The atmosphere
is excellent, It is seri-
ous, focused and there

is a desire to give our
best. It has to be that
way because the 2025
AFCON is packed with
strong teams."

Amoura left
Wolfsburg for Algeria
at the weekend after
scoring in a 3-1 league
win at fellow bottom-
half club Borussia
Moenchengladbach.

He and Ivorian
teenager Yan Diomande
are the leading African
scorers in the
Bundesliga this season
with six goals each.

Amoura made his
professional debut just
five years ago with
Entente Setif. He made
an immediate impact
leading to transfers to
Lugano and Union
Saint-Gilloise before
joining Wolfsburg last
year.

He initially left
Union on loan, but the
German club, releasing
the potential of the Al-
gerian, made the move
permanent this year.

Guinea.
It is a mini-league

Algeria are expected to
win, and Petkovic ac-
knowledges that the
Foxes are considered
the strongest of the

four contenders.
"The main objec-

tive is to get past the
first round, (then) go
as far as possible in the
tournament," he said
after announcing his

squad. Amoura told the
Algerian media he is
optimistic Algeria will
win Group E and
qualify for the round of
16. "It is a strong
group. We respect ev-

ery team, but fear no
team. Algeria have a bal-
anced squad that in-
cludes some outstand-
ing players.

"Our goal is to go
deep into the tourna-

NEWS DESK: Football
superstar Lionel Messi
ended his whirlwind tour
of India on Monday with
a lap of honour in New
Delhi, thrilling thou-
sands of fans and thank-
ing them for “all the love
and support”.

The 38-year-old Ar-
gentine great greeted
chanting supporters at a
nearly packed Arun
Jaitley Stadium, usually
home to cricket, with
fans dressed in Argen-
tina jerseys waving flags
and shouting his name.

“It was beautiful to
receive all the love and
support. I knew it was
there, but to receive it
first-hand was, well,
amazing”, Messi told the
crowd, speaking in Span-
ish, saying he will “defi-
nitely be back”.

Clad in a pink jersey
and black trousers,
Messi enthralled the au-
dience with his charm as
he kicked footballs into
the crowd and obliged
star-struck delegates
and fans with selfies.

Messi and his fel-
low stars played foot-
ball with children before
being presented with a
T20 World Cup ticket
and an Indian jersey by
the chairman of the In-
ternational Cricket Coun-
cil (ICC) Jay Shah.

India — a nation of
1.4 billion — are a cricket
powerhouse,  but
struggles on the football
pitch and are 142nd on
the FIFA rankings.

Former India foot-
ball captain Bhaichung
Bhutia took the stage
with Messi, who signed

Argentine jerseys for
the Indian star and his
family.

His final stop in In-
dia went smoothly after
a chaotic opening day
on Saturday, when fans
vandalised a stadium in
the city of Kolkata,
where his brief presence
left the crowd frustrated.

Heavy security left
fans struggling to catch
a glimpse of him. Many
had paid more than $100
for tickets, and they
broke down barricades
and stormed the pitch
after the superstar
abruptly left the arena.

In New Delhi on
Monday, thousands of
excited fans dismissed
hazardous choking air
pollution to see their
hero.

“I’m very excited to
see Messi, I have been
watching him since my
childhood”, said 29-
year-old fan Sumesh
Raina.

New Delhi, and its

titions.
Mainz,  however,

were far from done and
they drew level on the
stroke of halftime with
Potulski's powerful
header after the Bayern
defence were caught
napping.

With the hosts back
in control and wasting a
double chance through
Gnabry and Kane at the
start of the second half,
Mainz struck against the
run of play, with Lee
beating keeper Manuel
Neuer with his looping
header to silence the
home crowd.

With time running
out Bayern poured for-
ward and Kane was
awarded a spotkick
when he was brought
down in the box.

served before the Test
and players from both
sides will wear black
armbands.

“While sport can
seem insignificant at
times like this, we
have the unusual op-
portunity to bring mil-
lions of people to-
gether to pay tribute,
to console and to con-
template what we
want our nation to be,”
said Cricket Australia
chief Todd Greenberg.

“We will continue
to look at ways
cricket can support
and honour those who
have been affected by
the Bondi shootings
and thank those who
provided assistance
during and since this
tragedy.”

wider sprawling metro-
politan region of 30 mil-
lion residents, is regu-
larly ranked among the
world’s most polluted
capitals, due to a deadly
mix of emissions from
power plants, heavy traf-
fic, as well as the burn-
ing of rubbish and
crops.

Levels of cancer-
causing PM 2.5
microparticles hit more
than 300 micrograms per
cubic metre in parts of
New Delhi on Monday,
according to monitoring
organisation IQAir, 20
times the World Health
Organization’s recom-
mended daily maximum.

A study in The Lan-
cet Planetary Health last
year estimated that 3.8
million deaths in India
between 2009 and 2019
were linked to air pollu-
tion.

Messi, who is in In-
dia as part of his so-
called GOAT Tour along
with his Inter Miami

team-mates Luis Suarez
and Rodrigo de Paul,
seemed unperturbed by
the toxic air.

He looked in good
spirits as he kept up his
energy with fans and
football enthusiasts in
his 35-minute stay at the
stadium.

Messi had also vis-
i ted the cities of
Hyderabad and
Mumbai, where he met
cricket icon Sachin
Tendulkar and Indian
football star Sunil
Chhetri.

The footballer won
his second consecutive
Major League Soccer
Most Valuable Player
award last week after
propelling Inter Miami to
the MLS title and lead-
ing the league in goals.

The former
Barcelona and Paris
Saint-Germain forward
will  spearhead
Argentina’s defence of
the World Cup in June-
July in North America.

surge, and was promptly
taken for 19 runs.

Matters worsened
in the 18th over, where
he leaked 15 runs before
being pulled out of the
attack.

The Renegades
capitalised fully, posting
an imposing 212 for 5.
Seifert led the charge
with a commanding 102
off 56 balls, while Peake
provided late impetus
with 57 from 29 deliver-
ies. Rizwan, batting at
No. 3, failed to make an
impact, scoring four off
10 balls before being dis-
missed by left-arm spin-
ner Paddy Dooley.
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World heads towards
'glacier extinction'

Bondi Beach attack suspect travelled on
Indian passport

NEWS DESK: The father
and son accused of one
of Australia’s deadliest
mass shootings spent
nearly the entire month
of November in the Phil-
ippines, Australian po-
lice said on Tuesday,
with the father entering
the country on an Indian
passport.

Sajid Akram, 50, and
his son Naveed Akram,
24, who allegedly killed
15 people and wounded
dozens at a Hanukkah
celebration on Sydney’s
Bondi Beach, were re-
portedly in the Philip-
pines from November 1
to 28. Australian police
said the purpose of the
trip is under investiga-
tion, and that the sus-
pects reportedly re-
ceived mili tary-style
training during their
stay.

The attack on Sun-
day was Australia’s
worst mass shooting in
nearly 30 years and is
being investigated as an
act of terrorism targeting
the Jewish community.

The death toll now
stands at 16, including
Sajid Akram, who was
shot dead by police. His
son and alleged accom-
plice, Naveed Akram, re-
mains in critical condi-
tion in hospital after also
being shot.

Islamic State-linked
networks are known to
operate in the Philip-
pines and have wielded
influence in the
country’s south. These
networks have since
been reduced to weak-
ened cells operating
mainly in Mindanao, far
from the scale of influ-
ence they held during
the 2017 Marawi siege.

“Early indications
point to a terrorist attack
inspired by Islamic State,
allegedly committed by a
father and son,” Austra-
lian Federal Police Com-
missioner Krissy Barrett

Collapse of buildings feared as storms lash Gaza Strip

NEWS DESK:
:Thousands of gla-
ciers will vanish each
year in the coming de-
cades, leaving only a
fraction standing by
the end of the century
unless global warming
is curbed, a study
showed on Monday.

Government ac-
tion on climate change
could determine
whether the world
loses 2,000 or 4,000
glaciers annually by
the middle of the cen-
tury, according to the
research.

A few degrees
could be the differ-
ence between pre-
serving almost half of
the world's glaciers in
2100 -- or fewer than
10 percent.

"Our results un-
derscore the urgency
of ambitious climate
policy," said the study
published in the jour-
nal Nature Climate
Change and led by gla-
ciologist Lander Van
Tricht. Researchers
usually focus on the
loss of mass and area
of the world's ice gi-
ants, but Van Tricht
and his colleagues set
out to determine how
many individual gla-
ciers could melt away
annually in this cen-
tury.

While the melting
of smaller individual
glaciers may have less
impact on sea-level
rise than larger ones,
their loss can signifi-
cantly harm tourism or
local culture, the sci-
entists said. "The dis-
appearance of each
single glacier can have
major local impacts,

even if its meltwater
contribution is small,"
Van Tricht from ETH
Zurich and Vrije
Universiteit Brussel,
told reporters.

C o - a u t h o r
Matthias Huss, also a
glaciologist at ETH
Zurich, took part in
2019 in a symbolic fu-
neral for the Pizol gla-
cier in the Swiss Alps.

"The loss of gla-
ciers that we are
speaking about here is
more than just a sci-
entific concern. It re-
ally touches our
hearts," he said.

The scientists ex-
amined the satellite-
derived outlines of
211,490 glaciers from
a global database to
determine the year

in which temperatures
rise by 1.5C from pre-
industrial levels to one
where they climb by
4C.

Today, the world is
losing around 1,000
glaciers every

year but the study
warned that the pace
is set to accelerate.

The number of gla-
ciers disappearing an-
nually will peak at
2,000 by 2041, even if
warming is limited to
1.5C -- the threshold
countries pledged to
pursue under the Paris
Agreement to avoid
the worst impacts of
climate change.

At that pace,
95,957 glaciers would
be left standing around
the planet by 2100, or

NEWS DESK: Authori-
ties in Gaza warned on
Monday that more war-
damaged buildings may
collapse because of
heavy rain in the devas-
tated Palestinian enclave
and said the weather was
making it hard to recover
bodies still under the
rubble.

Two buildings col-
lapsed in Gaza on Friday,
killing at least 12 people
according to local health
authorities, amid a storm
that has also washed
away and flooded tents,
and led to deaths from
exposure.

Israel and Hamas
agreed to a ceasefire in
October after two years
of intense bombardment
and military operations,
but humanitarian agen-
cies say there is still very
little aid getting into
Gaza, where nearly the
entire population is
homeless.

ICC rejects Israel’s

Thailand works to repatriate thousands stranded
at Cambodia border crossing

NEWS DESK: Thailand
is working out how to re-
patriate up to 6,000 citi-
zens unable to return
home through a major
border crossing in Cam-
bodia closed as fighting
along the contested bor-
der extended into a sec-
ond week, authorities
said on Tuesday.

The militaries of the
Southeast Asian
neighbours are clashing
at several locations on
their 817km land border,
both have said, with no
signs of abatement, de-
spite international ef-
forts to negotiate a
ceasefire.

Cambodia’s closure
of its checkpoint in the
city of Poipet has pre-
vented the return of thou-
sands of Thai workers
gathered there amid
fighting that has dis-
placed more than half a
million people and killed
nearly 40 on both sides
since last Monday.

Hun Sen,
Cambodia’s influential
former leader, has said
the closure aimed to pro-

tect civilians from what
he called indiscriminate
firing by Thai forces in
the area.

But checkpoints
were open in areas free
of fighting and air travel
was unrestricted, he
added.

In Bangkok on
Tuesday, the foreign
ministry said Thais in
Poipet could seek help
to arrange air travel
home from the consu-
late in the city of Siem

Reap, the gateway to the
Angkor Wat temple com-
plex.

It urged others still
in Cambodia to contact
officials if they needed
to leave.

Efforts to end the
fighting have included
calls from US President
Donald Trump, who also
brokered a halt to a five-
day conflict in July by
using trade negotiations
as leverage.

“The army said

US military says strikes on 3
vessels in eastern Pacific kill 8

when the largest num-
ber will disappear -- a
concept they coined
"peak glacier extinc-
tion". They used gla-
cier computer models
under several different
warming scenarios --
ranging from a world

NEWS DESK:
Strikes on three al-
leged narco-traf-
ficking vessels in the
eastern Pacific
Ocean killed eight
people on Monday,
according to the US
military, as part of
an ongoing cam-
paign that has ended
more than 90 lives.

“Intelligence con-
firmed that the ves-
sels were transiting
along known narco-
trafficking routes in
the Eastern Pacific
and were engaged in
narco-trafficking,”
US Southern Com-
mand said in a post
on X, adding that “a
total of eight male
nar co- te r r or i s t s
were killed during
these actions-three
in the first vessel,
two in the second
and three in the
third”.

The post includes
video footage of
three separate boats
floating in water be-

fore they are each
hit by strikes.

Since early Septem-
ber, the US military
under Pentagon
chief Pete Hegseth
has targeted alleged
d r u g- smug gl in g
boats in the Carib-
bean Sea and east-
ern Pacific Ocean,
destroying at least
26 vessels and kill-
ing at least 95
people.

The strikes have been
accompanied by a
massive US military
buildup in the Carib-
bean that includes
the world’s largest
aircraft carrier and a
slew of other war-
ships, with US
President Trump in-
sisting the goal is

combatting narco-
trafficking while
Venezuelan Presi-
dent Nicolas
Maduro says he
suspects it is a pre-
text for regime
change in Caracas.

During one of the first
strikes, survivors of
an initial attack on a
boat were killed af-
ter the

US launched a second
strike on the vessel,
a controversial
move that has gen-
erated accusations
of a possible war
crime.

Hegseth has main-
tained he did not or-
der a second strike,
instead attributing it
to US Admiral
Frank Bradley.

there has been continu-
ous fighting across the
border line. The situa-
tion is still in flux,” said
Surasant Kongsiri, a
spokesman of the Thai
defence ministry, with
fighting reported in eight
border provinces.

Cambodia’s forces
would “continue to
stand strong, brave and
steadfast in their fight
against the aggressor”,
i ts defence ministry
said.

There was no inter-
national pressure for a
ceasefire, Thai Prime
Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul told jour-
nalists in response to a
question.

“No one is pressur-
ing us. Who is pressur-
ing whom? I don’t
know,” he said, but did
not answer a query
whether Trump was us-
ing the threat of tariff
measures to pressure
Thailand to stop the
conflict.

The neighbours
have long disputed sec-
tions of the frontier, but
the scale and intensity
of the latest clashes,
stretching from forested
inland areas near the
Laos border to coastal
provinces, are unprec-
edented in recent history.

Each side blames
the other for starting the
fighting. Malaysia will
host a special meeting of
Southeast Asian foreign
ministers next week as
the regional bloc tries to
re-establish the
ceasefire.

said at a news confer-
ence.

“These are the al-
leged actions of those
who have aligned them-
selves with a terrorist
organisation, not a reli-
gion.”

Police said the ve-
hicle registered to the
younger man contained
improvised explosive
devices and two home-
made flags associated
with ISIS, a militant
group designated as a
terrorist organisation by
Australia and many
other countries.

The father and son
allegedly fired on hun-
dreds of people at the
festival during a roughly
10-minute killing spree
at one of Australia’s top
tourist  destinations,
forcing people to flee
and take shelter before
both were shot by po-

lice. Some 25 survivors
are receiving treatment
in several Sydney hos-
pitals, officials said.

Memorial of flowers
Israeli Ambassador

Amir Maimon visited
Bondi on Tuesday and
urged the Australian
government to take all
required steps to secure
the lives of Jews in Aus-
tralia.

"Only Australians
of Jewish faith are
forced to worship their
gods behind closed
doors, CCTV, guards,"
Maimon told reporters in
Bondi, after laying flow-
ers at the temporary me-
morial and paying his re-
spects to the victims.

"My heart is torn
apart ... it is insane."

A string of
antisemitic incidents in
Australia has unfolded
in the past 16 months,
prompting the head of
the nation's main intelli-
gence agency to declare
that antisemitism was his
top priority in terms of
threat to life.

At Bondi,  the
beach was open on
Tuesday but was largely
empty under overcast
skies, as a growing me-
morial of flowers was es-
tablished at the Bondi

Pavilion, metres from
the location of the
shootings.

Read: 11 kil led,
dozen injured in shoot-
ing at Sydney’s Bondi
Beach

Bondi is Sydney's
best-known beach, lo-
cated about 8.2 km (5
miles) from the city cen-
tre, and draws hundreds
of thousands of interna-

tional tourists each year.
Olivia Robertson,

25, visited the memorial
before work.

"This is the country
that our grandparents
have come to for us to
feel safe and to have op-
portunity," she said.

"And now this has
happened right here in
our backyard. It's pretty
shocking."

Ahmed al Ahmed,
the 43-year-old Muslim
father-of-two who
charged at one of the
gunmen and seized his
rifle, remains in a Sydney
hospital with gunshot
wounds. He has been
hailed as a hero around
the world, including by
U.S. President Donald
Trump.

A GoFundMe cam-
paign set up for Ahmed
has raised more than
A$1.9 million ($1.26 mil-

lion).
Tougher gun laws
Australia’s gun

laws are now under re-
view after police revealed
Sajid Akram was a li-
censed gun owner with
six registered weapons.
Police clarified on Tues-
day that Akram received
his gun licence in 2023,
not 2015 as previously
stated.

al-Thawabta said.
Legal challenges
Appeals judges at

the International Crimi-
nal Court (ICC) on Mon-
day rejected one in a se-
ries of legal challenges
brought by Israel
against  the court’s
probe into its conduct of
the Gaza war.

On appeal, judges
refused to overturn a
lower court decision
that the prosecution’s
investigation into al-
leged crimes under its
jurisdiction could in-
clude events following
the deadly attack on Is-
rael by militant Palestin-
ian group Hamas on Oc-
tober 7, 2023.

The ruling means
the investigation contin-
ues, and the arrest war-
rants issued last year for
Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu
and his former defence
chief Yoav Gallant re-
main in place.

bid to halt investigation
Gaza Civil Defence

spokes-man Mahmoud
Basal called on the inter-
national community to
provide mobile homes
and caravans for dis-
placed Palestinians
rather than tents.“If
people are not protected
today, we will witness
more victims, more kill-
ing of people, children,
women, entire families
inside these buildings,”
he said.

Home collapsed,
killing children

Mohammad Nassar
and his family were liv-
ing in a six-storey build-
ing that was badly dam-
aged by Israeli strikes
earlier in the war, and
then collapsed on Friday.

His family had
struggled to find alterna-
tive accommodation and
had been flooded out
while living in a tent dur-
ing a previous bout of
bad weather. Nassar

went out to buy some
necessities on Friday
and returned to a scene
of carnage with rescue
workers struggling to
pull bodies from the
rubble. “I saw my son’s
hand sticking out from

under the ground. It was
the scene that affected
me the most. My son is
under the ground, and
we are unable to get him
out,” Nassar said. His
son, 15, died, as did a
daughter, aged 18.

Later on Monday,
the head of the US Pal-
estinian refugee agency
said more aid must be al-
lowed into Gaza without
delays to prevent put-
ting more displaced fami-
lies at serious risk.

“With heavy rain
and cold brought in by
Storm Byron, people in
the Gaza Strip are freez-
ing to death,” UNRWA
Commissioner-General
Philippe Lazzarini posted
on X.

“The waterlogged
ruins where they are
sheltering are collapsing,
causing even more expo-
sure to cold,” he added.

Lazzarini said they
have supplies that have
been waiting for months
to enter Gaza, and which
he said would cover the
needs of hundreds of
thousands of the popu-
lation of over two mil-
lion. UN and Palestinian
officials said at least
300,000 new tents are ur-
gently needed for the
roughly 1.5 mill ion
people still displaced.
Most existing shelters
are worn out or made of
thin plastic and cloth
sheeting. Gaza authori-
ties are meanwhile still
digging to recover
around 9,000 bodies they
estimate remain buried in
rubble from Israeli bomb-
ing during the war, but
they lack the machinery
needed to expedite the
work, spokesman Ismail

just under half.
The United Na-

tions, however, has
warned that warming
is on track to exceed
1.5C in the next few
years. Using projec-
tions showing tem-
peratures would rise

2.7C under govern-
ment policies, around
3,000 glaciers would
disappear every year
between 2040 and
2060, the glaciologists
said.

By 2100, only one
in five glaciers, or
43,852, would have
survived in a 2.7C
world.

Under a worst-
case scenario where
temperatures rise by
4C, as many as 4,000
glaciers would disap-
pear each year by the
mid-2050s.

Only nine percent
of glaciers, or 18,288,
would remain by the
end of the century.

The timing of peak
glacier disappearance
varies between re-

gions, depending on
their size and location.

In areas with pre-
dominantly smaller
glaciers, such as the
European Alps and
subtropical Andes, half
could be gone within
two decades.


