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Leveraging US tariffs can lift
Pakistan's exports

Balochistan’s Education
Crisis: Beyond Numbers...

IED Explosion Hits
Railway Track
in Nasirabad,

Another Device
Safely Neutralised

Syed Muhammad Qaseem:

An explosion caused by an im-
provised explosive device (IED)
was reported on a railway track in
Nasirabad, according to police of-
ficials. The incident occurred in
the limits of Shaheed Aziz Baloch
Police Station, but no casualties
or damage to property were re-
ported.

Officials said the blast was
triggered by an IED weighing ap-
proximately four to five kilograms
near the Altafabad railway bridge.
During security sweeps after the
explosion, law enforcement agen-
cies discovered a second explo-
sive device weighing around 10
kilograms, which was success-
fully defused before it could
cause harm.

After the incident, police,
along with the Counter Terrorism
Department (CTD), Special
Branch and other agencies,
sealed off the area. Samples and
other evidence were collected
from the site, and investigations
are underway to trace those in-
volved and prevent any further
incidents.

BUSINESS

Field Marshal Asim Munir Stresses Intellectual
Resilience in Modern Warfare

News Desk:
Rawalpindi, 23 December, 2025*:
Field Marshal Syed Asim Munir,
NI (M), HJ, COAS & CDF, visited
the National Defence University
(NDU), Islamabad on Tuesday,
where he was briefed by panel of
civil and military participants of
ongoing National Security and
War Course on their academic
perspective about challenges to
national security and imperatives
for overcoming them, the
military’s media wing said.

In his interaction, the Field
Marshal outlined the complex and
evolving global,

 regional and internal secu-
rity environment, emphasizing
that the country faces broad and
persistent challenges, the Inter-
Services Public Relations (ISPR)
said.

He noted that these chal-
lenges span conventional, sub-
conventional, intelligence, cyber,
information, military, economic
and other domains,

requiring comprehensive
multi-domain preparedness, con-
tinuous adaptation and synergy
amongst all elements of national
power.

The Field Marshal high-
lighted that hostile elements in-
creasingly employ indirect and

ambiguous approaches, includ-
ing the use of proxies to exploit
internal fault lines, rather than

overt confrontation.
He stressed that future lead-

ers must be trained and remain

alert to recognize, anticipate, and
counter such multi-layered cog-
nitive challenges.

The Field Marshal also high-
lighted that decision-making un-
der uncertainty with clarity and
intellectual resilience are critical
attributes for operating in today’s
contested and diffused security
environment.

The Field Marshal lauded
NDU’s role as a premier institu-
tion in developing strategic think-
ers capable of translating rigor-
ous training and academic insight
into effective policy formulation
and operational outcomes.

He underscored that profes-
sional military education remains
central to strengthening institu-
tional capacity, fostering indig-
enous capability, and ensuring
long-term national resilience.

Concluding his address, the
Field Marshal appreciated the
panels’ sharp analysis and con-
clusions and urged the partici-
pants to remain vigilant, adaptive,
and steadfast in upholding the
values of integrity, discipline, and
selfless service.

Upon arrival, the COAS &
CDF was warmly received by the
President NDU.

Page No 5 Page No 6

Three killed in Israeli strike
on vehicle in Lebanon

Shehbaz open to talks with PTI but
rejects ‘illegal demands or black-

NATIONALEDITORIAL INTERNATIONAL

Arif Habib Consortium Wins Pakistan
International Airlines (PIA)
Privatisation Bid at Rs135bn
and the Arif Habib consortium,
submitted sealed offers earlier
in the day. Airblue exited in the
initial round after offering a bid
below the government’s refer-
ence price of Rs100 billion. In
the first round, Lucky Cement
bid Rs101.5 billion, while the
Arif Habib group led with an
offer of Rs115 billion.

Following a short consul-
tation break, a second round
of open bidding began with
Rs115 billion as the base price
and a minimum increment of

Rs250 million. After a brief
contest, Lucky Cement raised
its offer to Rs134 billion, but
the Arif Habib consortium
countered with Rs135 billion,
securing the deal as Lucky
Cement withdrew.

The bidding process was
broadcast live on television and
online platforms to ensure
transparency.

Adviser to the Prime Min-
ister on Privatisation
Muhammad Ali said the trans-
action was structured to sell at

least 75 per cent of PIA
shares, with the option for the
winning bidder to acquire the
remaining 25 per cent within
90 days.Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb
praised the process, calling it
a positive signal for investor
confidence.  He said the par-
ticipation of leading Pakistani
business groups showed trust
in the country’s economic di-
rection and expressed hope
that fresh investment would
help end PIA’s losses and

modernise operations.
Prime Minister Shehbaz

Sharif also welcomed the suc-
cessful auction, describing it as
one of the largest and most
transparent privatisation deals
in Pakistan’s history.

The sale follows a failed
privatisation attempt last year,
when bidding collapsed due to
a lack of competitive offers.
This time, broader participation
revived the long-stalled effort
to transfer the national carrier
to private management.

Syed Muhammad Qaseem,
Dawood Ahmed

NEWS DESK: Pakistan In-
ternational Airlines Corpora-
tion Ltd (PIACL) was sold for
Rs135 billion on Tuesday after
a competitive and transparent
auction in Islamabad, marking
the country’s first major
privatisation in nearly two de-
cades.

Three pre-qualified bid-
ders, Lucky Cement, Airblue,

Funeral Prayers
Held for Senior PPP

Leader Bismillah
Khan Kakar

Sardar Muhammad Khondai:

The funeral prayers of senior Pa-
kistan Peoples Party (PPP) figure
and former provincial minister
Bismillah Khan Kakar were of-
fered onTuesday evening at his
ancestral village, Killi Habib Zai.

A large gathering comprising
political leaders, party workers,
tribal elders, and local residents
attended the ceremony to bid fare-
well to the veteran politician.

Notable attendees included
National Awami Party chief
Hoshul Khan Kakar. Attal Party
Provincial President Azar Khan,
provincial ministers Mohammad
Kakar and Ali Majestic, along
with several other senior political
figures and prominent tribal per-
sonalities.

Those present paid heartfelt
tributes to the late leader, recall-
ing his long-standing political
struggle, commitment to demo-
cratic principles, and services to
the people of the province.

Speakers noted that
Bismillah Khan Kakar held an im-
portant place in provincial poli-
tics and remained devoted to pub-
lic welfare throughout his
career.After the funeral prayers,
he was laid to rest at his ancestral
graveyard. Condolences were ex-
tended to the bereaved family,
while prayers were offered for the
departed soul’s eternal peace.

Aleema, PTI
workers stage sit-in

at Rawalpindi’s
Factory Naka after
being stopped from
reaching Adiala jail

to meet Imran
NEW DESK:
PTI founder Imran Khan‘s sister
Aleema Khan and PTI workers
staged a sit-in at Rawalpindi’s
Factory Naka on Tuesday as they
were barred from moving towards
Adiala Jail in a bid to meet the
incarcerated ex-premier.Over the
past several weeks, the PTI
founder has been denied meet-
ings in prison with his family,
party members and lawyers,
prompting them to stage.
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SBKWU Teacher Recruitment
Scandal Raises Alarms for

Pakistan’s Education System

BUITEMS Gains Dual Global Recognition: THE Rankings
2026 & UNAI SDG 8 Vice-Chair

Syed Dara
Shikoh Amir

The Balochistan Uni-
versity of Information
Technology, Engineer-
ing and Management
Sciences (BUITEMS)
has brought new pride
to Pakistan and
Balochistan by
achieving two major
international mile-
stones — its inclusion
in the Times Higher
Education (THE)
World University
Rankings 2026 and its
appointment as the
United Nations Aca-
demic Impact
(UNAI) SDG Hub 8
Vice-Chair for Teach-
ing and Education.
The Times Higher
Education World Uni-
versity Rankings rep-
resent one of the most
credible measures of
global academic ex-
cellence,

featuring over
2,190 universities from
115 countries. Institu-
tions are evaluated
across core areas
such as teaching qual-
ity, research perfor-
mance, industry col-
laboration, and inter-
national reputation.

In 2026, 99 Paki-
stani universities par-
ticipated in the
rankings, with 48 offi-
cially ranked and the
rest designated as
“Reporter” institu-
tions. BUITEMS
proudly secured the
43rd national position,
emerging as the only
university from
Balochistan to be
ranked internationally
— a remarkable
achievement that un-
derscores its commit-
ment to innovation, re-
search, and quality
education.

Alongside this
ranking success,

BUITEMS has been
appointed as the
Vice-Chair for the
UNAI SDG Hub 8:
Decent Work and
Economic Growth,

collaborating with the
University of
Auckland, which
serves as the Global
Chair.

The University of

Auckland, ranked
among the top 1% of
universities worldwide
and 4th in Oceania in
the 2025 Sustainability
Rankings, partners

with BUITEMS to
promote sustainable
development, inclusive
education, and youth
empowerment in line
with the United Na-

to drive academic ex-
cellence and sustain-
able progress through
innovation, applied re-
search, and educa-
tion-driven develop-

ment.
With 10,000+ stu-

dents, 600 faculty
members, and 60 aca-
demic programs, the
university stands as a
beacon of growth and
opportunity.

Its vibrant alumni
network of over
11,000 graduates and
partnerships with glo-
bal institutions highlight
its pivotal role in ad-
vancing human capital
and economic growth.

Prof. Dr. Khalid
Hafeez, Vice Chan-
cellor BUITEMS, re-
marked:

“BUITEMS’ in-
clusion in the Times
Higher Education
Rankings and our ap-
pointment as UNAI
SDG 8 Vice-Chair re-
flect our dedication to
advancing higher edu-
cation, research, and
sustainable develop-
ment.

These recogni-
tions are a testament
to the hard work of
our faculty, students,
and administration
who continuously
strive for excellence.”

These dual inter-
national recognitions
— from Times Higher
Education (UK) and
the United Nations
Academic Impact —
reaffirm BUITEMS’
position as a leading
higher education insti-
tution in Pakistan, set-
ting new standards in
academic excellence,
sustainability, and glo-
bal collaboration.

With its vision of
“Quality and Excel-
lence in Education,”
BUITEMS continues
to symbolize
Balochistan’s progress
and Pakistan’s com-
mitment to global edu-
cation and sustainable
development.

Balochistan’s Education Crisis: Beyond
Numbers and Empty Promises

Editorial:
Serious questions
have emerged over
the secondary teach-
ers recruitment pro-
cess conducted by
Sardar Bahadur Khan
Women’s University
(SBKWU), triggering
widespread concern
about merit, transpar-
ency, and accountabil-
ity in Balochistan’s
education system.

It is essential to
clarify a point that has
caused public confu-
sion: the advertised
posts were NOT for
SBKWU itself. The
university was only
assigned the responsi-
bility of conducting
tests and interviews
for Secondary School
Teacher recruitment
across Balochistan.

According to ini-
tial findings, hundreds
of candidates who had
failed were allegedly
declared successful
during the teacher re-
cruitment process.

Given the scale of

the exercise, involving
thousands of appli-
cants for secondary
teaching positions
across the province,
such irregularities
cannot reasonably be
described as clerical
mistakes. The magni-
tude strongly suggests
organised manipula-
tion, carried out with
the involvement or
protection of influen-
tial individuals rather
than the actions of a
single official. This is-
sue strikes at the heart
of education gover-
nance in Balochistan.
Secondary school
teachers shape the
academic foundation
of students, and any
compromise on merit
directly damages
learning outcomes.

In Balochistan,
where literacy rates
remain among the
lowest in the country,
flawed teacher re-
cruitment further
deepens an already
critical education cri-

tions Sustainable De-
velopment Goals
(SDGs).

Representing Pa-
kistan and South Asia,
BUITEMS continues

sis. Reports that de-
serving candidates
were sidelined only in-
tensify public frustra-
tion and mistrust.

All anti-corruption
and accountability in-
stitutions must take
immediate notice. A
transparent, indepen-
dent, and time-bound
investigation is neces-
sary to identify those
responsible for ma-
nipulating the recruit-
ment process con-
ducted under
SBKWU’s authority.
Accountability must
reach every individual
involved, regardless of
status or influence.

This is not merely
an administrative con-
troversy; it is a matter
of justice and the fu-
ture of Balochistan’s
education system. If
credibility in teacher
recruitment collapses,
public trust in institu-
tions will collapse with
it. Balochistan cannot
afford silence where
integrity is at stake.

Syed Ali
Shah Analysis:

The Balochistan
government’s claim
that around 45,000
children have returned
to schools is being pre-

sented as a major
breakthrough in ad-
dressing the province’s
deep-rooted  educa-
tion crisis.
While any increase in
enrollment deserves
acknowledgment, this
figure pales in com-
parison to the magni-
tude of the challenge.
More than 3.1 million
children in Balochistan
remain out of school,
a reality that exposes
decades of neglect,

mismanagement, and
hollow commitments
by successive provin-
cial governments.

For years, educa-
tion in Balochistan has
been treated more as

a slogan than a serious
policy priority. Gov-
ernments have consis-
tently paid lip service
to the issue, announc-
ing plans, committees,
and reforms that
rarely translate into
meaningful change on
the ground.

The result is a bro-
ken system where
thousands of schools
remain without proper
buildings, forcing chil-
dren to study under

open skies or abandon
education altogether.
Shelterless schools are
not an exception but a
norm across vast parts
of the province.

Equally alarming

is the issue of so-
called “ghost teach-
ers” and ineffective
staffing.

Despite repeated
claims of reforms un-
der the School Based
Recruitment (SBK)
system, absenteeism,
political interference,
and lack of account-
ability continue to
cripple public educa-
tion.

 Reviewing re-
cruitment processes is

important, but without
strict monitoring and
enforcement, such re-
views risk becoming
yet another bureau-
cratic exercise.

The return of

45,000 children to
schools should not be
used to mask the
harsh truth: millions
are still deprived of
their fundamental
right to education.
Poverty, insecurity,
poor infrastructure,
and weak governance
continue to push chil-
dren out of classrooms
and into labor, vulner-
ability, and hopeless-
ness.

If the Balochistan

government is serious
about change, it must
move beyond state-
ments and statistics.
Massive investment in
school infrastructure,
transparent teacher

management, commu-
nity-based enrollment
drives, and sustained
political will are essen-
tial.

Without tangible
action, promises will
remain empty, and an-
other generation of
Balochistan’s children
will be left behind.
Education cannot sur-
vive on rhetoric alone;
it demands urgent,
honest, and decisive
action.
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Governor Balochistan Highlights Need for Effective
Traffic Management and Road Safety Measures

QUETTA: Governor
Balochistan Jafar
Khan Mandokhail em-
phasized the need for
a comprehensive
strategy to reduce traf-
fic accidents on na-
tional highways, stat-
ing that thousands of
passengers die every
year in road accidents
in the province.

Meeting with
DIG Motorway Dr.
Quresh Khan, the
Governor highlighted
the lack of a govern-
ment building for the
DIG, hindering effec-
tive traffic manage-
ment and road safety
efforts.

He stressed that it
is essential to provide
a suitable building for
the DIG to ensure ef-
ficient functioning of
the department.

The Governor ap-
preciated the efforts of
the Motorway Police
in issuing international
driving licenses after
thorough testing and
interviews.

He emphasized

the importance of
modern technology,
public awareness, and
strict enforcement of
traffic laws to address
the issue.

He suggested
conducting awareness
sessions in educational
institutions and public
sector universities to
educate young people
about traffic laws and

road safety.
Mandokhail also
stressed the need for
strong coordination
among relevant de-
partments to tackle
traffic safety chal-
lenges. The Governor
assured to raise the
concerns at federal
and provincial levels to
resolve the problems
faced by the National

Highways and
Motorways depart-
ment, ensuring timely
implementation of
road safety measures.

DIG Motorway
Dr. Quresh Khan
briefed the Governor
about the initiatives
taken by the
Motorway Police to
improve road safety
and traffic manage-

ment in the province.
He sought the
Governor's support in
addressing the chal-
lenges faced by the
department.

The meeting con-
cluded with a commit-
ment to work together
to enhance road
safety and reduce
traffic accidents in
Balochistan.

Boosting Investment in Balochistan: CEO
BBOIT Meets ICCI President

QUETTA: Qaim
Lashari, CEO of the
Balochistan Board of
Investment and Trade
(BBOIT), met with
Sardar Tahir
Mahmood, President
of the Islamabad
Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry
(ICCI).

The meeting fo-
cused on exploring in-
vestment opportuni-
ties, enhancing busi-
ness collaboration, and
strengthening ties be-
tween the business
communities of
Balochistan and
Islamabad.

Both leaders
agreed to promote
business activities
through closer coop-

eration and effective
collaboration in the fu-
ture, emphasizing joint
initiatives in invest-
ment, trade, industrial

development, and
business facilitation.

Lashari briefed
Mahmood on the fa-
cilities, incentives, and

policy measures of-
fered to investors in
Balochistan, stating
that the provincial gov-
ernment is committed

to creating a business-
friendly environment
and providing all pos-
sible support to do-
mestic and foreign in-
vestors.

He announced
the establishment of a
Business Facilitation
Center in Balochistan,
a historic step to pro-
mote investment and
commercial activities
in the province, mak-
ing it easier, faster, and
more transparent for
investors.

Mahmood ex-
pressed interest in the
vast investment poten-
tial in Balochistan and
pledged to mobilize
Islamabad's business
community to invest in
the province.

Kech Sports and Fitness
Festival 2026

Trophy Unveiled
TURBAT: The

trophy unveiling cer-
emony of Keich
Sports and Fitness
Festival 2026 was held
at Circuit House
Turbat. Former Chief
Minister Balochistan
Dr. Abdul Malik
Baloch was the chief

guest.
The event was at-

tended by Deputy
Commissioner Keich
Bashir Ahmad Badri,
festival secretary Altaz
Sakhi, and other digni-
taries.

Dr. Abdul Malik
Baloch praised the ef-

forts of DC Keich for
promoting sports and
cultural activities in the
district.

The festival will
kick off on January 5
and conclude on Janu-
ary 16, featuring
marathon, sports, and
fitness events.

Reko Diq Expands Community Services,
New Health Clinic and School in Chagai

News Desk:
Reko Diq Mining Com-
pany (RDMC) has taken
another step toward
community develop-
ment by opening a health
clinic and a primary
school in District
Chagai, strengthening
access to basic
healthcare and educa-
tion in the region.

The Mashkicha
Community Health
Clinic and Nokchah Pri-
mary School were inau-
gurated as part  of
RDMC’s ongoing Com-
munity Investment Pro-
gram.

Speaking at the cer-
emonies, Reko Diq
Project General Manager
Ryan Mitchell said the
initiatives reflect a com-
munity-centered ap-
proach, with projects
selected through Com-
munity Development
Committees to ensure
they address local priori-
ties and encourage long-
term ownership.

He noted that the
focus remains on practi-
cal solutions that di-

rectly improve daily life,
developed in partner-
ship with local commu-
nities to ensure
sustainability over time.

The Mashkicha
clinic is the third
healthcare facility estab-
lished by RDMC in the
area, following earlier
clinics in Humai and
Nokkundi. It primarily
serves mothers and chil-
dren, offering pre- and
post-natal care along
with essential primary
healthcare services.

The facility is ex-
pected to improve health
conditions not only in
Mashkicha but also in
surrounding villages.

Community Invest-
ment Lead Muhammad
Essa Tahir said that to-
gether with a Mobile
Health Unit currently
covering more than 20
villages,

RDMC’s health ini-
tiatives are helping de-
liver reliable medical ser-
vices to remote commu-
nities.

On the education
front, the opening of

Nokchah Primary School
highlights RDMC’s com-
mitment to learning and
human development.
Education is a key pillar
of the company’s com-
munity efforts, which in-
clude improving school
infrastructure, enhanc-
ing classroom environ-
ments and working
closely with partners
and local residents to
achieve lasting out-
comes.

The school opening
was attended by stu-
dents, parents, teachers,
community elders and
local leaders. Commu-
nity representative
Abdul Salam welcomed
the initiative, describing
education as vital for
empowering children
and securing a stronger
future.

In addition to build-
ing schools, RDMC also
supports education by
appointing qualified
teachers and providing
textbooks and uniforms,
further improving access
to quality education
across District Chagai.

Balochistan Throw Ball  Team
Honored for  Winning Bronze Medal

QUETTA: The
Balochistan Throw Ball
team won a bronze medal
in the 35th National
Games held in Karachi,
securing third position
overall.  The team was
honored with a tea party
by the Chairman of
Balochistan Throw Ball
Association, Imran
Khan Afridi, who praised
their achievement and
emphasized the impor-
tance of sports in na-
tional development.

Afridi highlighted
that countries with
strong economies have
better sports infrastruc-
ture and produce tal-
ented athletes.

He cited examples of
countries like China, In-
dia,  and Iran, which
have improved their
sports performance after
strengthening their
economies. The Chair-
man assured support for
the team's future endeav-
ors and directed the

General Secretary to for-
mulate a comprehensive
program for divisional-
level tournaments in
Balochistan. The Gen-
eral Secretary,  Syed
Naeem Akhtar, thanked
Afridi for his support
and acknowledged the
financial assistance pro-
vided by Madam
Rubaba Hamid Durrani
and Yasser Faheem for
the team's participation
in the 35th National
Games.
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Two prospective PIA buyers bid above reference price of
Rs100bn; auction enters second round

NEWS DESK:A second
round of auction will be
held for the privatisation
of Pakistan International
Airlines at 5:40pm today
after the conclusion of
the first round, which
saw two prospective
buyers — Arif Habib
and Lucky Cement —
bidding higher than the
reference price of Rs100
billion.

The bids submitted
in the morning came from
pre-qualified bidders
Lucky Cement, private
airline Airblue and in-
vestment firm Arif
Habib.

Lucky Cement put
up a bid of Rs101.5bn,
Airblue Rs26.5bn, and
the Arif Habib consor-
tium bid
Rs115bn.Following the
announcement of the
reference price — ap-
proved by the
Privatisation Commis-
sion Board and the Cabi-
net Committee on
Privatisation — a 30-
minute break has been
taken so that the two top
bidders can hold consul-
tations.

The base price for
the second round of the
auction has been set at
Rs115bn, with the mini-
mum increment of
Rs250bn.At the outset of
the ceremony, the Ad-
viser to the prime minis-
ter on Privatisation,

Muhammad Ali,  ad-
dressed the audience.

He hoped that PIA’s
privatisation would
open “paths for invest-
ment in the country”.

“I would also like to
thank all bidders who are
present today, and those
who were part of the
bidding process but did
not reach the final
round. We wouldn‘t
have been here without
them, and this process
wouldn’t  have been
completed,” he said.

Representatives of
the bidding groups
walked in one by one to
deposit sealed offers
into a transparent box,
briefly fumbling as they
pushed envelopes
through the slot in a
public ceremony in
Islamabad that was
broadcast on state
television.The reference
price for PIACL’s bid-
ding will now be ap-
proved by the
Privatisation Commis-
sion Board and the Cabi-
net Committee on
Privatisation after bids
have been received.The
bids will be opened in a
ceremony starting at
4:30pm in the presence
of the bidders. The bids
and the reference prices
will be announced, and
the bidding will be con-
cluded as per the agreed
terms.Adviser to the

prime minister on
p r i v a t i s a t i o n ,
Muhammad Ali will also
hold a press conference
after the conclusion of
the bidding process.
The whole process will
be telecast  l ive and
streamed across all TV
channels as well as re-

spective social media
handles of the govern-
ment, which will be hop-
ing to avoid a repeat of
the last time the airline
went under the hammer.

Speaking to the me-
dia on Tuesday, Ali said,
“God willing, we will get
a good bid, there will be

good investment and we
will succeed.“The auc-
tion is Pakistan’s second
attempt at selling the
once storied flag carrier
after televised bidding
last year collapsed when
a solitary offer fell far be-
low the government‘s
reference price, derail-

ing what would have
been the country’s first
major privatisation in
nearly two decades.

Meanwhile, Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif,
while addressing a meet-
ing of the federal cabi-
net, thanked govern-
ment officials and the

Privatisation Commis-
sion for their role in the
national carrier’s
privatisation.

He stressed that the
process has been made
“transparent“, stating
that it will be the “larg-
est transaction” ever in
P a k i s t a n ’ s
history.“Today, as the
bidding starts [..] the
bids will come in sealed
envelopes, there will be
transparent boxes, there
will be a live telecast.
When the price is deter-
mined, the envelopes
will be opened. They will
compete, and whoever
has the highest bid will
[succeed],“ he said.

“Only God knows
how high the bid will go,
but the process must
come back to the cabi-
net,” he
said.Unsuccessful bid-
ders to be excluded from
PIA managementEarlier,
Ali said the two unsuc-
cessful bidders will be
excluded from any future
role in the airline’s man-
agement thanks to a
unique stipulation.

In recent remarks,
he explained that losing
bidders will have no
right to join the winning
bidder, and only those
groups who were not
party to the auction
would be able to join the
new management.

This means that

while only one of the
three consortiums cur-
rently in the running for
the flag carrier will be-
come part of its admin-
istration upon acquisi-
tion of a majority stake,
Fauji Fertiliser Company
Ltd retains the option to
join with them subse-
quently, if it wishes to.

The company was
previously in the race for
PIA but then decided to
quit the bidding process.

Ahead of
Tuesday’s bidding, re-
ports surfaced of a be-
hind-the-scenes deal in-
volving at least two of
the parties involved —
the Arif Habib and
Lucky Cement groups
— that reportedly fell
through.In a tweet, jour-
nalist Kamran Khan al-
luded to a meeting where
it was proposed to split
the controlling stake
among three of the four
interested parties. How-
ever, Khan claimed, this
arrangement fell through
as one of the parties —
i.e. the Muhammad Ali
Tabba-led Lucky Ce-
ment group — did not
agree to it. Bo t h
Tabba and a high-rank-
ing government official
privy to developments
confirmed this, but clari-
fied that this was not a
government-brokered
mee-ting, but rather an
informal interaction.

Textile exports to China show
sustained strength

NEWS DESK:Pakistan's
textile and apparel ex-
ports to China demon-
strated resilience during
J a nu a r y-Nove mb e r
2025, supported by
steady demand for core
textile inputs and a
gradual expansion of
value-added categories.

According to the
latest figures released
by the General Adminis-
tration of Customs of
China (GACC),
Pakistan's shipments
across major textile and
apparel product catego-
ries covered in the trade
data totalled about
$488.5 million during
J a nu a r y-Nove mb e r
2025.

The data indicates
two leading cotton yarn
categories among major
export items: one cotton
yarn line reached $205.4
million (8.20%), while
another totalled $181.1
million (7.23%).

Export dynamics
strengthened in the sec-
ond half of the year.
Pakistan's exports to
China recorded an 8.69%
year-on-year (YoY)
growth in July-Novem-
ber,  with sustained
monthly increases

through July (+14.6%),
August (+17.9%) and
September (+19.4%).

At the same time,
several consumer-facing
categories – including
women's wear, home tex-
tiles and select made-up
textile articles – regis-
tered notable gains, in-
dicating pockets of di-
versification in
Pakistan's China-bound
textile portfolio.

In particular,
women's garments rose
to $10.3 million (+18%
YoY) and home textiles
increased to $5.3 million
(+27% YoY). Smaller but
fast-growing categories
also posted strong
gains, including carpets
at $0.62 million (+95%
YoY), babies' garments
at $0.34 million (+102%
YoY) and made-up textile
articles at $0.54 million
(+102% YoY), highlight-
ing emerging niche op-
portunities in the Chi-
nese market.

Dynamic Engineer-
ing & Automation in-
dustry group Founder
Owais Mir told China
Economic Net that textile
exports to China contin-
ued to show strength in
traditional yarn-based

products and an emerg-
ing, though still smaller,
pipeline of finished and
semi-finished textile
products that align with
China's growing retail
variety and e-commerce-
driven product segmen-
tation.

In particular, the im-
provement in women's
garments and home tex-
tile items suggests scope
for targeted brand devel-
opment, compliance up-
grades and buyer part-
nerships in specialised
market niches.

"Looking ahead to

2026, I expect to
prioritise competitive-
ness measures such as
product standardisation,
quality assurance, faster
lead t imes and
sustainability compli-
ance. Strengthening
technical collaboration,
especially in modern fin-
ishing, dyeing and high-
value knitwear, could
help Pakistan move up
the value chain and ex-
pand its presence in
China's textile and con-
sumer goods markets,"
he added.

SME, digital entre-

preneurship training
centre

Apart from trade,
the Gansu Finance and
Trade Vocational Col-
lege-Overseas Training
Base and the SME En-
trepreneurship and
Management Pakistan
Training Centre were of-
ficially inaugurated at
the Government Ad-
vance Technical Train-
ing Centre, Peshawar on
December 19, marking a
step forward in voca-
tional education coop-
eration between China
and Pakistan.

China hits EU dairy
with tariffs

NEWS DESK:China will
impose provisional du-
ties of up to 42.7% on
dairy products imported
from the European
Union, the latest in a se-
ries of measures against
EU exports widely seen
as retaliation for the
bloc's electric vehicle
tariffs.

The duties, to be
collected from Tuesday,
will range from 21.9% to
42.7%, although most
companies will pay just
under 30%. They target
unsweetened milk and
cream and fresh and pro-
cessed cheeses, includ-

ing the iconic French
Roquefort  and
Camembert.

China's Ministry of
Commerce said it had
found evidence that EU
dairy imports were
subsidised and hurting
Chinese producers.

The European
Commission, which over-
sees EU trade policy,
said the investigation
was based on "ques-
tionable allegations and
insufficient evidence"
and called the measures
"unjustified and unwar-
ranted". It already
lodged a complaint at

the World Trade
Organisation more than
a year ago.

Trade tensions with
the EU erupted in 2023
when the European Com-
mission launched an
anti-subsidy investiga-
tion into Chinese-made
electric vehicles. It im-
posed tariffs in October
2024.In apparent retalia-
tion, Beijing has imposed
measures on imports of
EU brandy, pork and
now dairy. China's Min-
istry of Commerce said
negotiations over the
bloc's EV tariffs resumed
this month.

Leveraging US tariffs can lift Pakistan's exports
NEWS DESK:A delega-
tion of the Pakistan
American Chicagoland
Chamber of Commerce
visited the Lahore Cham-
ber of Commerce and In-
dustry (LCCI) and met
with LCCI President
Faheemur Rehman
Saigol.

The LCCI president
said that the United
States is Pakistan's larg-
est export destination,
with exports reaching
around $6 billion last
year. He said that by ef-
fectively using the US
tariff structure, Pakistan
can increase its exports
to $10 billion.

He pointed out that
Pakistan has mostly fo-
cused on traditional ex-
ports, especially gar-
ments, but now it needs
to explore new products
and sectors to boost ex-
ports.

He stressed the im-
portance of moving be-
yond the five traditional
sectors and focusing on
IT, minerals, agriculture
and other emerging ar-
eas, which are also be-
ing prioritised by the
government and the
Special Investment Fa-
cilitation Council (SIFC).

The LCCI president
highlighted the vital role
of the Pakistani commu-
nity in the US and said
Pakistan should fully

benefit from their busi-
ness networks and exper-
tise. He also emphasised
the need to strengthen
coordination with all
joint chambers, adding
that exports of skilled
human resources have
great potential, which
can increase both ex-
ports and remittances.

He mentioned that
remittances have in-
creased significantly
this year and are ex-
pected to reach $42 bil-
lion by the end of the
year. He said that a com-
prehensive strategy is
needed to send skilled
labour to other coun-

tries to further increase
remittances.

Pakistan American
Chicagoland Chamber of
Commerce President
Naveed Anwar said that
Pakistani businessmen
living in the US are
deeply committed to Pa-
kistan and want to con-
tribute to economic sta-
bility. He shared that dis-
cussions with US Senate
representatives high-
lighted the strong poten-
tial of Pakistan's pharma-
ceutical industry and
that Pakistan can in-
crease pharma exports.

However, he regret-
ted that currently no Pa-

kistani pharmaceutical
company is FDA-com-
pliant, which has held
the sector back. He said
regulatory complica-
tions and quality control
issues are major ob-
stacles.

Anwar added that
after tariffs were im-
posed on India's phar-
maceutical industry, new
opportunities have
emerged for Pakistan,
but quality remains a se-
rious challenge.

Dr Sameer Shafii,
who was part of the del-
egation, said that strict
visa policies in the US
have created a shortage

of human resources,
forcing American com-
panies to look for
outsourcing options. He
suggested establishing
special facilitation cen-
tres in Pakistan for such
companies, as there is
significant potential in
this area.

He also pointed out
that overseas Pakistanis
face difficulties in taking
their capital out of Paki-
stan after investing,
which has reduced in-
vestment inflows. Regu-
latory issues and the
lack of ease of doing
business are major
hurdles.

Gold, silver at new highs on
global rally

NEWS DESK:Gold
prices in Pakistan
surged to a fresh all-time
high on Monday, mirror-
ing a sharp rally in inter-
national markets driven
by escalating geopoliti-
cal tensions and height-
ened safe-haven de-
mand. Silver also
climbed to an unprec-
edented level in the lo-
cal market.

According to rates
issued by the All-Paki-
stan Gems and Jewellers
Sarafa Association
(APGJSA), the price of
gold rose by Rs6,200 per
tola to settle at a record
Rs462,362. Similarly, the
price of 10-gram gold in-
creased by Rs5,315 to
Rs396,400.

APGJSA President
Muhammad Qasim
Shikarpuri  said gold
touched its highest-ever
level in the domestic
market on Monday. The
latest surge follows
Saturday's increase of
Rs1,300 per tola to reach
Rs456,162.

Internat ional ly,
spot gold jumped nearly
2% to around $4,421 per
ounce by 09:43 am ET
after touching the intra-
day record of $4,428.92,
as investors rushed to-
wards safe-haven assets
amid reports of rising

US-Venezuela tensions
and broader geopolitical
uncertainty, according
to Reuters.

Silver prices also
rallied sharply at home,
with the per-tola rate in-
creasing by Rs218 to a
new all-time high of
Rs7,205.

Commenting on the
global trend, Adnan
Agar, Director at Interac-
tive Commodities, said
both gold and silver
posted fresh record
highs during the ses-
sion. "Gold made a new
all-time high around
$4,430 and was still trad-
ing near that level. It
opened close to $4,340,
so it gained almost $100
in a single day," he
noted, adding that silver
also reached a new peak
at $69.30 per ounce.

Agar said the pre-
cious metal market
largely moved in one di-
rection throughout 2025.
"It has been one-way
traffic – up, up, and up –
for both gold and silver.
Almost every month,
four to five new highs
are recorded," he said.

Looking ahead,
Agar said market partici-
pants are increasingly
discussing price targets
in the $5,000-$5,500
range for gold, though

uncertainty remains
high. "Geopolitical de-
velopments, including
reports of a possible es-
calation involving Israel
and Iran, could further
support gold and oil
prices if tensions inten-
sify," he added.

Meanwhile, the Pa-
kistani rupee edged
slightly higher against
the US dollar, gaining
0.01% in the inter-bank
market. By the close of
trading, the local cur-
rency settled at 280.22,
marking an improvement
of Rs0.03 versus the
greenback.

The rupee had also
posted a modest gain in
the previous week, ap-
preciating by Rs0.06, or
0.02%, in inter-bank
dealings. It ended the
week at 280.25 compared
with 280.31 a week ear-
lier, as per data released
by the State Bank of Pa-
kistan.

In global currency
markets, the Japanese
yen remained under
pressure, hovering near
a record low against the
euro on Monday. The
weakness followed cau-
tious remarks by Bank of
Japan Governor Kazuo
Ueda after the central
bank's interest rate hike
on Friday.
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Punjab CM argues against LHC’s suspension of land protection
law. says move will ‘benefit encroachment mafias’

NEWS DESK:
Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz
Sharif expressed
strong concern on
Tuesday on the sus-
pension of the Punjab
Protection of Owner-
ship of Immovable
Property Act, 2025 by
the Lahore High Court
(LHC), arguing that
the move would “ben-
efit encroachment and
l a n d - g r a b b i n g
mafias”.

Maryam‘s state-
ment issued by the
CM’s Office comes a
day after LHC Chief
Justice Aalia Neelum
issued an interim order
suspending the opera-
tion of the newly en-
acted Punjab Protec-
tion of Ownership of
Immovable Property
Act, 2025, which em-
powers dispute resolu-
tion committees led by
deputy commissioners
to resolve property
disputes.

The ordinance
was approved by the
Punjab chief minister
on Oct 31 and man-
dates the resolution of
land disputes within 90
days.

The law has been
challenged in the
LHC, about which
Maryam argued that
its enactment was
aimed at providing
“long-awaited relief to

millions of citizens suf-
fering from prolonged
land and property dis-
putes”.

“The legislation,
for the first time, fixed
a 90-day time frame
for the resolution of
land and property
cases that have his-
torically dragged on
for years and even
generations,” she said,
terming the law a
“major step” toward
protecting ordinary
citizens from powerful
land grabbers and
mafias.

M a r y a m
emphasised that the
“ d e m o c r a t i c a l l y
elected Punjab As-
sembly had passed the
law to free the public
from the grip of influ-

Social media posts case against
Imaan, Hadi: prosecution, defence
nearly come to blows after heated

courtroom exchange

IT minister says spectrum auction to be completed early
next year, will pave way for better internet services

ential land mafias”.
The legislation,

she insisted, empow-
ered citizens to safe-
guard their legally
owned land and prop-
erties.

The legislation
was “evidence-based
and comprehensive”,
covering both admin-
istrative and legal di-
mensions to ensure jus-
tice for the oppressed,
the CM said.

Maryam further
maintained that the
LHC‘s decision to
suspend the
ordinance’s operation
“is not in line with the
settled principles laid
down by the superior
judiciary”.

Its suspension
would “benefit en-

croachment and land-
grabbing mafias”, and
the public would per-
ceive it as state pa-
tronage of such ele-
ments, she said.

The CM high-
lighted that progress in
cases pertaining to
land and property
would often be stalled
by stay orders for de-
cades, and justice was
being denied to right-
ful owners.

“This law was nei-
ther made for my per-
sonal benefit nor does
its suspension harm
me personally,” she
said, adding that “real
loss” from its suspen-
sion would be borne by
the poor, widows, the
helpless, and other
marginalised citizens

who were finally be-
ginning to receive re-
lief.

Maryam stressed
that “legislation is the
constitutional right of
the provincial assem-
bly and cannot be ob-
structed”.

Halting the new
property law would
“shatter the fragile
hope of justice that
had been rekindled
among the poor and
oppressed segments
of society”, the CM
said.

While Maryam
has defended the law,
LHC CJ Neelum ex-
pressed her disap-
proval of the law dur-
ing the hearing on
Monday, saying: “It
appears that some
people want to hold all
powers”.

The judge had fur-
ther observed that the
new law had dis-
mantled the civil
setup, civil rights, and
judicial supremacy.

“If it were up to
the authorities, they
would even suspend
the Const-itution,” she
had said.

Questioning the
purpose of the law, CJ
Neelum had asked
how a revenue officer
could hand over the
possession of a prop-
erty in a matter pend-
ing before a civil court.

Live auction for PIA’s 75%
shares underway

NEWS DESK: Infor-
mation and Technol-
ogy Minister Shaza
Fatima Khawaja on
Tuesday said that the
auction of 600 MHz
spectrum would be
completed early next
year, stating that it
would pave the way
for providing better
internet services in the
country.

She made the re-
marks while address-
ing a press conference
alongside Finance
Minister Muhammad
Aurganzeb in
Islamabad. At the out-
set of the press con-
ference, Aurangzeb
said the Economic Co-
ordination Committee
(ECC) had approved
the recommendations
of the Spectrum Advi-
sory Committee.

In her remarks,
Khawaja said that the
r ec ommen da t i ons
would now be taken to
the federal cabinet.

“After that, the
Pakistan Telecommu-
nication Authority
(PTA) will issue an in-
formation memoran-
dum based on which
consultations and ne-
gotiations will be held
with stakeholders and
the telecom sector,”
she said.

“We are trying to
ensure that the auction
is completed by the
end of January or
early February,” she
added. Explaining the
significance of the de-
velopment, she said
that the internet qual-
ity in Pakistan was not
at par with interna-
tional best practices or
even the quality in the
region.

“The major rea-
son for this is that the
spectrum is not avail-
able in Pakistan,” she
said. The IT minister
said that Pakistan’s
population of 240 mil-
lion was operating on
a spectrum of 274
MHz. “This means we
are using two lanes for
traffic which requires

eight, which is why
there is congestion,
your internet does not
work and you face
challenges,” she said.
“For that reason, the
spectrum auction is
being carried out.”

She said that dur-
ing auctions held in the
past, around 60MHz
of spectrum was ac-
quired. She said that
the government was
going to auction 600
MHz, making it the
largest-ever.

The IT minister
said that during the
auction, additional
bands were being auc-
tioned in Pakistan for
the first time, which
meant that for con-
sumers, not only 3G
and 4G quality would

improve, but it would
also ensure the rollout
of 5G services.

She said the PTA
would ensure that all
these rollouts would be
completed between
four to six months of
the auction so that ser-
vices could “visibly”
improve after this pe-
riod. She said that the
government was mak-
ing efforts to ensure
that 5G services
would roll out after six
months.

The minister
stressed that the
internet was integral to
the government’s
digitisation efforts as
part of the Digital Na-
tion Pakistan Act,
2025.

“According to

Connect 2030 —
which the prime min-
ister will inaugurate
soon — we will en-
sure that over the next
five years the mini-
mum connectivity
available to users
should 100 Mbps.“

In November, the
consultant for the 5G
spectrum auction pre-
sented its report to the
government, which
had remained stalled
due to the merger of
PTCL and Telenor and
litigation over the
2600MHz band.

The report, pre-
pared by US-based
consultancy firm Na-
tional Economic Re-
search Associates
(NERA), noted that
Pakistan was offering
606MHz of new spec-
trum across six major
bands: 700MHz,
1800MHz, 2100MHz,
2300MHz, 2600MHz
and 3500MHz.

The 2600MHz
band was considered
the most suitable for
5G.

The report also
outlined key policy
recommendations, in-
cluding auction design,
methodology, base
price, duration and
other terms and con-
ditions.

Shehbaz open to talks with PTI but rejects ‘illegal
demands or blackmail’

NEWS DESK: Prime
Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Tuesday
said the government
was open to dialogue
with Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf but
would not accept what
he called “illegal de-
mands or blackmail.”

He made the re-
marks while speaking
at a federal cabinet
meeting in Islamabad.

“These days, PTI
and its allies are talk-
ing about dialogue. I
have repeatedly stated
in the National As-
sembly that if PTI is
serious about negotia-
tions, the government
is equally prepared,”
the prime minister said.

H o w e v e r ,
Shehbaz said talks
could only move for-
ward if they focused
on “legitimate issues.”

He stressed that
political harmony

among all parties was
essential for
Pakistan’s develop-
ment and prosperity.

M e a n w h i l e ,
Aleema Khan, sister
of PTI founder Imran
Khan, has rejected the
idea of dialogue from
the party’s side.

Speaking to re-

porters outside the
Rawalpindi anti-ter-
rorism court a day ear-
lier, she said any party
leader advocating
talks was neither
aligned with Imran
Khan nor with PTI.

She also said she
was unaware of the
communiqué issued

Islamabad.
The declaration

included demands for
a probe into the Feb-
ruary 24 general elec-
tions and called for
dialogue with the gov-
ernment.

Reacting to the
opposition’s demands,
Federal Minister for
Parliamentary Affairs
Dr Tariq Fazal
Chaudhry of the Paki-
stan Muslim League-
Nawaz said the gov-
ernment was not op-
posed to dialogue.

The Pakistan
Peoples Party, a key
coalition partner in the
federal government,
also supported talks
but with conditions.

PPP Secretary
Nayyer Bukhari told
The Express Tribune
that dialogue would
only be meaningful if
confidence-building
measures were taken.

after a two-day con-
ference of the Paki-
stan Constitution Pro-
tection Movement and
had not been formally
informed about it.

On Monday, the
opposition alliance re-
leased a joint declara-
tion after two days of
meetings in

NEWS DESK: Proceed-
ings in the controversial
social media posts case
against lawyers Imaan
Zainab Mazari-Hazir and
Hadi Ali Chatha took a
tense turn on Tuesday
as lawyers for the pros-
ecution and defence
nearly engaged in a
physical altercation after
a heated exchange dur-
ing today’s hearing.

A detailed cross-ex-
amination of the Na-
tional Cyber Crime In-
vestigation Agency’s
(NCCIA) witnesses ex-
posed procedural gaps
and triggered heated ex-
changes inside the
courtroom.

The court began re-
cording the statements
of prosecution wit-
nesses afresh last Tues-
day in compliance with
directives issued by the
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) the day prior,
while hearing a petition
filed by Mazari challeng-
ing the trial court’s No-
vember 19 order.

The hearing was
conducted by Addi-
tional District and Ses-
sions Judge Muhammad
Afzal Majoka at the Dis-
trict and Sessions Court
in Islamabad, with the
couple appearing along
with their legal teams.

During cross-exami-
nation, NCCIA Naib
Qasid Afzal admitted
that he did not have cop-
ies of his contract or ser-
vice card and conceded
that official letters re-

ceived on October 16
and 20 did not mention
the time of receipt.

Chatha pointed out
discrepancies between
the signatures on official
documents, raising ques-
tions about the authen-
ticity of record-keeping.

Another prosecu-
tion witness, Wasim, in-
formed the court he had
been a contract em-
ployee for the Federal
Investigation Agency
(FIA) for five years and
had served with the
NCCIA since its estab-
lishment.

However, he admit-
ted that he was carrying
only an FIA service card
and not an NCCIA card
and that the USB pro-
vided by the investigat-
ing officer was not
sealed.

Wasim added that
he had no written con-
tract describing his job
responsibilities and also
stated he was unaware
of any FIA circular bar-
ring the registration of
first information reports
(FIR) without prior no-
tice. The most pointed
exchange came during
the cross-examination of
technical expert Anis,
who claimed to have pre-
pared over 5,200 foren-
sic reports and stated
that he was the sole tech-
nical expert at NCCIA.

He informed the
court that his report was
prepared using surface
analysis techniques on
seven screenshots and

fourteen posts, based
strictly on the scope let-
ter issued by the inves-
tigating officer.

Anis conceded that
neither the complaint
nor the scope letter
mentioned the Pashtun
Tahafuz Movement
(PTM), Manzoor
Pashteen or Ali Wazir,
and confirmed that the
post under scrutiny
dated back to October
31, 2021, while the cited
individuals were de-
clared proscribed in
2024.

Despite this,  he
maintained that the ac-
cused were spreading a
“state-hostile narrative”
by referring to enforced
disappearances — a po-
sit ion strongly con-
tested by the defence.

Chatha questioned
whether references to
enforced disappear-
ances by the Supreme
Court, high courts, cabi-
net members, or even
former intell igence
chiefs would also be
considered anti-state.
The witness declined to
comment, stating such
matters were outside his
mandate and could only
be assessed if pre-
sented to him as a case.

Tempers flared
when sharp remarks
were exchanged be-
tween the prosecution
and defence, resulting
in an attempt at physi-
cal confrontation. Police
intervened to restore or-
der.

NEWS DESK: A second
round of auction for the
privatisation of Pakistan
International Airlines
(PIA) will be held shortly,
following the conclu-
sion of the first round,
in which two bidders,
Arif Habib Consortium
and Lucky Cement, of-
fered above the
government’s reference
price of Rs100 billion.

Lucky Cement sub-
mitted a bid of over
Rs101.5 bill ion and
signed the record sheet.
Airblue followed, with
its representative an-
nouncing a bid of Rs26.5
billion aloud.

The final bid came
from Arif Habib Consor-
tium, offering Rs115 bil-
lion. All bids were re-
corded and signed on the
official sheets, with Arif
Habib emerging as the
highest bidder among
the three.

The government’s
approved reference price
for the 75% stake is
Rs100 billion, and the
first round of bidding
saw competitive offers
from pre-qualified bid-
ders. An open auction
will now take place to
finalise the sale.

This marks the sec-
ond phase of PIA’s
privatisation process,
under which bids are
opened and matched

against the reserve price.
The process is part of
the government’s
broader plan to attract
investment and restruc-
ture the airline, aiming to
restore it to a leading
position in the aviation
sector.

Prime Minister’s
Adviser on Privatisation
and Chairman of the
Privatisation Commis-
sion Muhammad Ali said
the government’s objec-
tive was “not merely to
sell PIA and collect
money, but to turn it into
a best-in-class airline.”

He said the airline
required fresh invest-
ment to regain its lost
position, adding that the
transaction structure
had been revised ac-
cordingly.

Muhammad Ali said
a payment schedule had
been finalised under the
new privatisation plan.
“Two-thirds of the pay-
ment will  be made
upfront, while the re-
maining amount will be
paid later,” he said, add-
ing that “the outstand-
ing amount has also
been secured through
safeguards.”

Addressing a cer-
emony, he said the
privatisation of PIA
would pave the way for
privatisation of other
state-owned entities. “In

April, the government
decided to sell 51 to 100
per cent of shares, and
our aim was to attract as
many bidders as pos-
sible,” he said. He added
that the current bid was
for a 75 per cent stake,
while “the buyer will
also be allowed to pur-
chase additional
shares.”

"The first phase of
the bidding process has
been completed; now
the matter will go to the
Privatisation Commis-
sion," said Privatisation
Commission (PC) Chair-
man Muhammad Ali.
The bids came from pre-
certified bidders Lucky
Cement, private airline
Airblue and investment
firm Arif Habib. Fauji
Fertiliser and other bid-
ders have pulled out of
the auction.

The PC board re-
viewed and approved
the reference price (the
minimum price of sale),
the exact figure of
which remains confi-
dential. Ali said that
once the reference price
is approved by the
board, it will be for-
warded to the Cabinet
Committee for final ap-
proval.

Once the Cabinet
approved the reference
price, the federal cabinet
ratified it.
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Iran says missile programme
defensive, non-negotiable

NEWS DESK: Iran in-
sisted on Monday that
its missile programme
was defensive in nature
and designed to dis-
suade attack, while add-
ing the existence of its
arsenal was not up for
debate.

Israel had pre-
sented Iran's ballistic
missiles, along with its
nuclear programme, as
the two main threats it
sought to neutralise
during the 12-day war
the foes fought in June.

"Iran's missile
programme was devel-
oped to defend Iran's ter-
ritory, not for negotia-
tion," foreign ministry
spokesman Esmaeil
Baqaei said at a weekly
press conference.

"Therefore, Iran's
defense capabilities, de-
signed to deter aggres-
sors from any thought of
attacking Iran, are not a
matter that could be
talked about."

Iran's ballistic capa-
bilities put Israel within
striking distance, and
after Israel's unprec-
edented attacks that
sparked the war in June,
Tehran responded with

waves of missiles and
drones launched at Is-
raeli cities.

According to US
broadcaster NBC, Israel
is growing increasingly
concerned that Iran is
seeking to rebuild and
expand its missile pro-
duction following the
war, and may seek to at-
tack it again to curtail
those efforts.

During a planned
visit to the US later this
month, Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin
Netanyahu "is expected
to present (President
Donald) Trump with op-
tions for the US to join
or assist in any new mili-

tary operations", NBC
reported, citing an un-
named source with direct
knowledge of the plans
and former US officials
briefed on them.

Over the course of
the recent war, Israel
struck military sites,
nuclear facilities and
residential areas, killing
more than 1,000 people.

Israel reported more
than 50 Iranian missile
strikes inside its terri-
tory that kil led 28
people.

The US briefly
joined its ally in striking
Iran's nuclear facilities
before declaring a
ceasefire.

Trump appoints Greenland envoy, sparking
backlash over US ambitions

NEWS DESK: US Presi-
dent Donald Trump
named Louisiana Gover-
nor Jeff Landry on Sun-
day as his special envoy
to Greenland, drawing
renewed criticism from
Denmark and Greenland
over Washington's inter-
est in the mineral-rich
Arctic island.

Trump has advo-
cated for Greenland, a
self-governing Danish
territory, to become part
of the United States, cit-
ing its strategic impor-
tance and mineral re-
sources.

 Landry, who took
office as governor in
January 2024, publicly
supports the idea.

"You cannot annex
another country.

 Not even with an
argument about interna-
tional security," Danish
Prime Minister Mette
Frederiksen and
Greenland's Prime Minis-
ter Jens-Frederik Nielsen
said in a joint statement.

"Greenland belongs
to the Greenlanders and
the US shall not take
over Greenland."

In a post on Truth
Social, Trump wrote:

"Jeff understands how
essential Greenland is to
our National Security,
and will strongly ad-
vance our Country's In-
terests for the Safety,
Security, and Survival of
our Allies, and indeed,
the World."

The White House
did not respond immedi-
ately to requests for
comment.

Landry, in a post on
X, thanked Trump: "It's

an honor to serve ...
In this volunteer

posit ion to make
Greenland a part of the
US This in no way af-
fects my position as
Governor of Louisiana!"

The Trump admin-
istration put further
pressure on
Copenhagen on Mon-
day, when it suspended
leases for five large off-
shore wind projects be-
ing built off the East

Coast of the US, includ-
ing two being devel-
oped by Denmark's state-
controlled Orsted.

Greenland's strate-
gic value

Greenland, a former
Danish colony with a
population of about
57,000, has the right to
declare independence
under a 2009 agreement
but remains heavily reli-
ant on fishing and Dan-
ish subsidies.

Its strategic posi-
tion between Europe and
North America makes it
a key site for the US bal-
listic missile defence
system, while its mineral
wealth has heightened
U.S. interest in reducing
reliance on Chinese
exports .Greenland's
Nielsen commented on
Facebook: "We have
woken up again to a new
announcement from the
US president. This may
sound big, but it does
not change anything for
us. We decide our own
future."

Diplomatic tensions
escalate

Danish Foreign
Minister Lars Lokke
Rasmussen said on
Monday he would sum-
mon US Ambassador
Kenneth Howery, who
had pledged "mutual re-
spect" during a recent
visit to Greenland.

"Out of nowhere,
there is now a special US
presidential representa-
tive, who, according to
himself, is tasked with
taking over Greenland.
This is, of course, com-
pletely unacceptable,"
Rasmussen told TV2.

Bangladesh summons Indian envoy
over protests targeting its diplomatic

facilities, vandalism at visa centre
NEWS DESK:
Bangladesh on Tuesday
summoned India’s high
commissioner in Dhaka
to protest what it de-
scribed as violent inci-
dents targeting its diplo-
matic facilities in India,
including vandalism at
visa centres and protests
outside its mission in
New Delhi.

Bangladesh’s Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs
said it summoned Indian
High Commissioner
Pranay Verma to convey
Dhaka’s grave concern
over what it called “re-
grettable incidents” out-
side the Bangladesh
High Commission and
the ambassador’s resi-
dence in New Delhi on
December 20, as well as
vandalism at the
Bangladesh Visa Centre
in Siliguri on December
22 by “extremist ele-
ments.”

The ministry con-
demned what i t  de-
scribed as premeditated
acts of violence and in-
timidation against diplo-
matic establishments.

It said such acts not
only “endanger the
safety of diplomatic per-
sonnel but also under-
mine the principles of
mutual respect and val-
ues of peace and toler-
ance.”

Calling for a proper
investigation, the minis-
try said: “Bangladesh
expects the Government
of India to immediately
take appropriate steps in
accordance with its inter-
national and diplomatic
obligations to safeguard
the dignity and security
of diplomatic personnel
and establishments.”

According to
Bangladeshi media,
around 20 to 25 protest-
ers had gathered in front
of the Bangladesh High

Commission in New
Delhi on Saturday
evening. According to
mission officials, the
protesters raised anti-
Bangladesh slogans and
issued threats against
the Bangladesh high
commissioner, Prothom
Alo reported.

India’s foreign min-
istry said on Sunday
that the New Delhi dem-
onstration consisted of
“20-25 youths” who
were dispersed by police
after a few minutes, add-
ing that India was “com-
mitted to ensure the
safety of foreign mis-
sions”.

Indian External Af-
fairs Ministry spokes-
person Randhir Jaiswal
also said that India had
taken note of “mislead-
ing propaganda in sec-
tions of the Bangladesh
media on the incident”.

In response, the
Bangldesh foreign min-
istry issued a statement,
saying that the “unjus-
tifiable incident at the
Bangladesh High Com-
mission residence in
New Delhi on December
20 is highly regrettable

and cannot be accepted
as ‘misleading propa-
ganda’”.

The tensions with
India come as
Bangladesh struggles to
deal with domestic un-
rest over the death of
youth leader Sharif
Osman Hadi, who was
shot in the head while
launching his campaign
for February’s parlia-
mentary election last
week.

His killing sparked
widespread protests that
spiralled into arson and
vandalism targeting ma-
jor media outlets and
cultural institutions.

Bangladeshi news-
paper The Daily Star
previously reported that
around 100 protesters
had gathered in the
Chowhatta area and de-
manded that those re-
sponsible for Hadi‘s kill-
ing be brought to jus-
tice.

“Addressing the
gathering, protesters al-
leged that the killing had
been carried out ‘at the
behest of India’.

Bangladesh has
also halted all consular

and visa services at its
High Commission in
New Delhi while the In-
dian Visa Application
Centre in the
Bangladeshi city of
Chattogram has sus-
pended its operations,
citing security concerns
at India’s mission there.

In another develop-
ment connected to the
tensions between the
two countries, hundreds
of people protested near
Bangladesh’s High Com-
mission in New Delhi to-
day against the lynch-
ing of a Hindu man over
allegations of blas-
phemy.
Factory worker Dipu
Chandra Das, 27, was
beaten and set on fire in
B a n g l a d e s h ’ s
Mymensingh district last
week by a crowd that
accused him of making
derogatory remarks
against  Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH). At
least 10 people have
been arrested in connec-
tion with his death.
Tuesday’s demonstra-
tion, called by Hindu
groups, involved people
clashing with police per

Three killed in Israeli strike on
vehicle in Lebanon

NEWS DESK: Lebanon
said three people were
killed on Monday in a
strike near Sidon that Is-
rael said targeted
Hezbollah operatives,
days ahead of a deadline
for Lebanon’s army to
disarm the group near
the border.

Israel has kept up
regular strikes on Leba-
non, usually saying it is
targeting Hezbollah, de-
spite a November 2024.

 Ceasefire that
sought to end more than
a year of hostilities with
the Iran-backed militant
group, which it accuses
of rearming.

Lebanon’s state-
run National News
Agency said Monday’s
strike on a vehicle was
carried out by an Israeli
drone around 10
kilometres (six miles)
from the southern
coastal city of Sidon and
“killed three people who
were inside”.

The health ministry
reported the same toll.

An Israeli military
statement said the army
“struck several
Hezbollah terrorists in
the area of Sidon”. Un-
der heavy US pressure
and amid fears of ex-
panded Israeli strikes,
Lebanon has committed
to disarming Hezbollah,
starting with the south.

 The Lebanese army
plans to carry out the
task south of the Litani
River — about 30
kilometres from the bor-
der with Israel — by
year’s end.

The latest strike
came after Lebanese and
Israeli civilian represen-
tatives on Friday took
part in a meeting of the
ceasefire monitoring
committee for a second

time, after holding their
first direct talks in de-
cades earlier this month,
also under the
committee’s auspices.

The committee
comprises representa-
tives from Lebanon, Is-
rael, the United States,
France, and the United
Nations Interim Force in
Lebanon (UNIFIL).

Lebanese President
Joseph Aoun said Mon-
day that the goal of the
negotiations was to
“stop the hostilities,
achieve Israel’s with-
drawal, return prisoners
held in Israel and return
southern residents to
their villages”.

‘Days away’Israel
has also kept troops in
five southern Lebanon
areas that it deems stra-
tegic.

“Lebanon awaits
positive steps from the
Israeli side,” Aoun told
visiting Italian Defence
Minister Guido Crosetto

on Monday, a presi-
dency statement said.

In a separate state-
ment, Crosetto said that
“even after UNIFIL, Italy
will continue to do its
part.

Supporting with
conviction the interna-
tional presence and sup-
porting the capacity de-
velopment of the Leba-
nese armed forces”.

When asked if this
meant Italy wanted to
maintain a military pres-
ence in the country, a
ministry spokesman
confirmed that was the
case.

UNIFIL has acted as
a buffer between Israel
and Lebanon since 1978.

 But the UN Security
Council voted in August
to withdraw the peace-
keepers in 2027.

Aoun said Lebanon
“welcomes the partici-
pation of Italy and other
European countries in
any force that takes the

place” of UNIFIL.
On Saturday, Prime

Minister Nawaf Salam
said the first phase of
the plan to restrict weap-
ons to the state south
of the Litani River was
“days away from
completion”, according
to a statement from his
office.

“The state is ready
to move to the second
phase,  north of the
Litani River, based on
the plan prepared by the
Lebanese army,” he
added.

More than 340
people have been killed
by Israeli fire in Lebanon
since the ceasefire, ac-
cording to a tally of
Lebanese health minis-
try reports.

On Sunday, Israeli
strikes in south Lebanon
near the border killed
one person and
wounded another, as Is-
rael also said it targeted
Hezbollah members.

WFP presses alarm button on Afghanistan's hunger crisis
NEWS DESK:The UN
World Food
Programme predicts
that the number of chil-
dren suffering from
food shortages in Af-
ghanistan could reach
around 4 million, with
malnutrition among
children at its highest
level in decades. The
report published its
findings on December
16, 2025, mapping ar-
eas where food insecu-
rity and acute malnutri-
tion range from alert to
critical.

According to the
latest Integrated Food
Security Phase Classi-
fication (IPC) report
for Afghanistan, three
million more women,
men, and children face
acute hunger or worse
compared to the 14.8
million last year. The
IPC system assesses
degrees of food inse-
curity, categorising it
into 5 phases, ranging

from Phase 1 (Mini-
mal) to Phase 5 (Fam-
ine). IPC3+ includes
Phase 3 (Crisis) and
higher, indicating that
individuals in this cat-
egory are facing sig-
nificant food insecu-
rity, which is how the
crisis in Afghanistan
has been labelled.

Nearly 3.7 million
cases of children aged
6–59 months are pro-
jected to suffer acute
malnutrition between
January 2025 and De-
cember 2026, with
around 26% experi-
encing severe acute
malnutrition. During
that time, an estimated
1.2 million cases of
pregnant or
breastfeeding women
are expected to suffer
acute malnutrition.

By January 2026,
acute malnutrition is
expected to remain
stable in some prov-
inces and slightly

worsen in others, with
Faryab and Paktika
moving from IPC
Acute Malnutrition
(AMN) Phase 3 (Seri-

ous) to Phase 4 (Criti-
cal). Eighteen prov-
inces are expected to
remain in IPC AMN
Phase 3.

With malnutrition
already at its highest
level in decades and
funding for critical ser-
vice providers at an all-

time low, access to
treatment is becoming
increasingly limited. If
left untreated, malnutri-
tion in children can be

fatal, and child deaths
are likely to rise, par-
ticularly during the
harsh, cold months
when food is in short-
est supply.

For the first time in
decades, WFP cannot
launch a significant
winter response, while
also scaling up emer-
gency and nutrition
support nationwide. It
urgently requires
US$468 million to de-
liver life-saving food
assistance to six million
of Afghanistan’s most
vulnerable people, help-
ing them survive.

Afghanistan is fac-
ing the full brunt of
multiple crises con-
verging.

Drought has dev-
astated crops across
half the country, while
job losses and a strug-
gling economy have
crippled incomes. Re-
cent earthquakes have
left families homeless,

exacerbating humani-
tarian needs.

Deportations from
Pakistan and Iran have
added to the strain,
with 2.5 million Af-
ghans sent back this
year, many malnour-
ished and destitute. An-
other 2.5 million are
expected to return in
2026.

A United Nations
D e v e l o p m e n t
Programme (UNDP)
report published in No-
vember 2025 said
nearly one in ten over-
seas Afghans has been
forced back home,
with more than 4.5 mil-
lion returnees since
2023, mainly from
Iran and Pakistan, in-
creasing the population
by 10%. It added that
earthquakes, floods,
and drought have de-
stroyed 8,000 homes
and strained public ser-
vices "beyond their lim-
its".
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