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Syed Ali Shah, Education Desk:

from BUITEMS today embody
thc dsplr‘dllons of Pakistan and
serving as torch-

QUETTA, DECEMBER 24: Gov-
ernor Balochistan Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail said that convoca-
tion ceremonies are not merely
formal gatherings; rather, they
represent important milestones
that signify intellectual growth,
personal achievement, and readi-
ness to serve society.
The graduates p:

ing out

bearers of knowledge and devel-
opment. Under the visionary lead-
ership of Professor Dr. Khalid
Hafeez and his team, the univer-
sity has continued to emerge as a
symbol of academic excellence
and innovation.

BUITEMS Enjoys
Global Ranking
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He said he was pleased to
learn that BUITEMS has been
placed in the global 1500 band in
the Times Higher Education
World University Rankings 2026

thc only university frum

these views while addressing the
21st convocation of BUITEMS
University. Provincial Education
Minister Raheela Hameed Khan
Durrani, Vice Chancellors of all
public sector universities of

ranked i
ally.

This, he added, reflects the
university’s consistent commit-
ment to quality education, re-
search, and institutional growth.

The Governor expressed
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faculty deans, dis-
tinguished guests, parents, and
graduating students attended the
ceremony.

Gold Medals
Awarded To 10 PhDs

It is worth mentioning that
during the 21st convocation, de-
garees and gold medals were
awarded to 10 PhD, 685 BS, and
41 MS and MBA graduates.

Governor Mandokhail said
he was pleased to attend the con-
vocation as Governor of
Balochistan, terming the event a
moment celebrating educational
excellence, perseverance and
hope for the futur

He also pral;cd BUITEMS

BUITEMS Graduates Torchbearers Of Progress: Governor

for its role as United Nations Aca-
demic Impact (UNAI) SDG Hub 8
Vice Chair for Teachingand Edu-
cation, highlighting its active con-
tribution to global discourse and
sustainable  development
through academic leadership.

He added that the
university’s future vision in-
cludes developing Centres of Ex-
cellence in Artificial Intelligence,

“limate Change, Smart Structures,
ster Risk Management
to address local challenges with
global solutions. The expansion
of academic opportunities
through sub-campuses in Zhob
and Muslim Bagh further reflects
BUITEMS’ commitment to inclu-
sive growth and regional empow-
erment.

Addressing the graduates,
the Governor said their success
is the result of commitment and
discipline. As they move forward,
they should view challenges as

opportunities, serve their commu-
nities with integrity, embrace in-
novduun and strive for excel-

VC BUITEMS Dr.
Khalid Hafeez
Hails Students

He urged them to stay curi-
ous, keep learning, and adapt to
arapidly changing world — pur-
sue their passions, take calcu-
lated risks, and aim for the best in
everything they do.

The Governor congratulated
all graduates, their families, and
faculty members, praying that
their journey ahead remains filled
with success, purpose, and mean-
ingful contribution to the
progress of the province and the
country. Earlier, the Governor
awarded gold medals to scholars
and distributed degrees among
graduates.

Quetta Local Government
Elections Postponed:

NEWS DESK:

QUETTA: The Federal Con-
stitutional Court has ordered
the postponement of local gov-
ernment elections in Quetta,
the capital of Balochistan.
The decision was made
during the hearing ofa petition

filed by Abd-ul-Qadir Shah and
Munir Ahmad, who argued that

the 2017 census was be-
ing used for the elections, de-
spite the 2023 census being no-

tified, which is a violation of

the law.

The Election Commission
had earlier rejected the request
of the Balochistan Chief Min-

Federal Constitutional
Court Orders

ister to postpone the elections,
stating that they would be held
on December 28 as scheduled.

However, the Federal
Constitutional Court has now
ordered the postponement of
the elections,

with the hearing adjourned

until the third week of January
2026.
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How Long Will Quetta
Pay the Price for SSGC and
Federal Negligence?

Editorial: where Balochistan just inconvenient — it
Quettais onceagainat remains last on the is dangerous.
the mercy of a winter priority list — not be- Federal
crisis that has become  cause of a shortage of Government’s Weak
all too familiar: low resources, but be- Oversight and
gas pressure, unan- cause of a shortage of Balochistan’s Low Pri-
nounced load shed- political will. ority
ding, and complete ad- SSGC’s Re- The federal gov-
ministrative silence. peated Excuses and ernment cannot es-
Every year, citizens Decades of Misman- cape responsibility ei-
are told to “bear with agement ther. Energy manage-
the situation™ as tem- The SSGC’s per- ment is a national is-
peratures fall and formance adds an- sue, and the pattern of
heaters, stoves, and other layer of frustra- winter mismanage-
geysers turn useless. tion. Each year, the ment in Balochistan
Yet the authorities re- company offers the reflects weak over-
sponsible — Sui same explanations sight, poor planning,
Southern Gas Com- “excessive demand,” and anunfair allocation
pany (SSGC) and the “pipeline pressure is- of resources. The si-

federal energy man- sues,” “technical lence of policymakers

agers — continue to challenges. during these crises

operate without ac- " Yet no one ex- sends aclear message:

countability. plains why these Quetta’s suffering is
A City Freezing problems remain un- not a priority.

While Authorities resolved despite de- What Quetta

Look Away cades of complaints. needs is not another

The people of Why have there been round of hollow state-
Balochistan are right no significant infra- ments. It nceds a
to ask: Why must structure upgrades? transparent winter gas
Quetta suffer the Why has the com- plan, proper infra-
same crisis every win-  pany failed to intro- structure investment,
ter while no structural duce a clear winter honest communication
reform is introduced? management plan for with the public, and
Why are consumers Quetta? Why is com- real accountability for
forced to pay heavy munication with con- SSGC. Most impor-

bills for a service that sumers absent? tantly, it needs the fed-

barely exists? And The unannounced  eral government to fi-

why do officials in nature of the load nally treat Balochistan

Karachi and shedding exposes a as an equal stake-
continue to nplete disregard for - holder in national re-

treat Baloct ’sgas public convenience. source

issues as a seasonal When outages are not The people of

inconvenience rather scheduled or an- Quetta have endured
than a governance nounced,families can- enough. Their patience
failure? not plan meals, heat- should not be mistaken

D e s pite ing, or even basic for acceptance. With-
Balochistan being an  daily routines. Hospi- out decisive action, this
energy-producing re- tals and clinics recurring winter crisis
gion, its residents struggle to maintain will continue to expose
struggle every winter warm environments not only the inefficien-
for the very resource for patients. Small cies of SSGC but also
extracted from their businesses suffer. the federal
own soil. This contra- And in a city where government’s unwill-
dictionreflectsadeep- temperatures can ingness to address
rooted policy imbal- drop below freezing, long-standing injus-
ance in the federation, such negligence is not tices.

The Looming threat of Climate
Cirisis in Pakistan

Sardar Mengal:
Climate change is un-
leashing its worst ef-
fects in the form of
heavy rainfalls and di-
sastrous floods. Inter-
governmental Panel on
Climate Change had al-
ready waved multiple
red flags about dire
consequences of cli-
mate change in Paki-
stan. The authorities
should have been on
their toes in response to
the contours of the cri-
sis but we witnessed
everything otherwise.

Balochistan Vul-
nerable to Climate Cri-
sis

It is noteworthy
that almost 30 districts
of Balochistan have
been badly hit by the
current climate emer-
gency. People who
were already drowning
in man made disasters
of inflation, poverty,

pohtlcal crisis are cur-
rently drowning in a
Natural disaster.
Nushki, Khuzdar,
Lasbela, Bolan and Jhal
Magsi received much
of the inflictions of
flash floods.

People were left
stranded to flow with
the waves as seen in
footages, circulating on
social media. Unfortu-
nately, disturbing pic-
tures of dead bodies of
children covered with
mud, families who
were sitting helplessly
on debris of their
houses and sinking
valuables of the people
couldn’t awaken the
government from its
stupor. Even more
gloomily, the enraging
waves of floods-en-
gulfing lives and prop-
erty, converting every-
thing into dust & debris
and wreaking havoc all

around- couldn’t mm
breaking news on na-
tional media.

Prior disregard and
later delayed response
have multiplied inflic-
tions of the catastro-

e.

Loss of land com-
munication has further
isolated the stricken ar-
eas making true estima-
tion of destruction
more exhausting.

Timely decision
and act can reduce the
effect of Climate
Change

To stop ballooning
problems into crisis;
rescue, relief and reha-
bilitation operations
should be carried out
on full scale as the cur-
rent pace is insufficient
to meet the require-
ment. NDMA and
PDMA need to reach
out to the peripheral
areas that are out of the

dar.
It's hlgh time for
I and fed-

ous measures in pipe-
line to overcome the

the p
eral coalition govern-
ment to pay special at-
tention to those whose
lives are at the stake.
Political parties need to
rise above the tradi-
tional politics and
launch concerted ef-
forts to help out the ca-
lamity stricken at the
carliest. Social welfare
organisations should
come forward to heal
the lesions of suffering
humans. On national
media, there should be
special discourse and
discussion on settle-
ment and rehabilitation
of the affected people.
In addition to en-
suring; re-building of
eroded infrastructure,
compensation  for
losses, clean water, ad-
equate supply of food,
there should be numer-

ke

such as increased risk
of infectious diseast
The flood-stricken area
can become a breeding
ground for many health
related problems. Sup-
plying preventive medi-
cines and upholding
precautionary mea-
sures can halt the on-
slaught of infectious
diseases.

The state machin-
ery in its all forms
should come into play
to navigate a safe pas-
sage out of this hurri-
cane of climate emer-
gency enveloping us
now.

The author is a fi-
nal year MBBS student
at King Edward Medi-
cal University Lahore,
Pakistan. He can be
reached on twitter via
(@SardarMengal1 1.

IRC reaches to 29,000 out of school girls in Balochistan

By Shakoor Khan:
International Rescue
Committee (IRC) under
its Teach & Educate
Adolescent Girls with
Community  Help
(TEACH) ~ project,
reached out to 29,000
out-of-school girls of 5
districts of Balochistan
including Pishin, Killa
Abdullah, Nushki,
Kharan and Chagai.
“IRC is striving
hard to_promote girl's
education in
Balochistan besides im-
parting  vocational
trainings on financial lit-
eracy and trades to make
them financially inde-
pendent,” said Shareef
Mengal, Head of IRC
Balochistan during a
policy dialogue titled
“Improving future of
irl’s education in
Balochistan held in col-
laboration with UK aid at
local hotel here.

Balochistan Educa-
tion minister
Naseebullah Mari was
the chief guest while
representatives from the
Education ministry, Di-
rectorate of Special Edu-
cation,

Literacy, Non-For-
‘mal Education & Human tiple stakeholders stream of the project,
Rights Department, cluding education ex- 7000 girls completed
Balochistan Assess- perts and government Package A of the non-
ment and Examination functionaries on the formal curriculum, out of
Commission, bariersfacedbygirlsin these 7000 girls, 5000 re-
Balochistan Textbook the province in pursu- ceived training on finan-
Board , Policy Planning  ing their education and ~ cial literacyand business
Implementation Unit , discussed possible so- development planning.
Provincial Institute of ~lutions to combat those 2400 girls received train-
Teachers Education, barrie ing on 8 vocational

Education Supporl i trades and toolkits and
Prosamine,Gloy pare Salient feature - §20c bie oot
nership of Education, of the cial grants to start a busi-

German Agency for In” i ness.
ternational Cooperation, pl‘o.] ec.t IRC Naseebullah Marri,
United Nations Interna- While highlighting Education Minister
tional Children’s Emer- the salient feature of the - Balochistan, on the oc-
gency Fund Society for project IRC chief in casion urged that *We
Community Strengthen- Balochistan Shareef must do our part to re-
ing and Promotion of Mengal said under the move the barriers faced
Education, Balochistan, ‘Girls Learn’ stream of by girls in the region so
Institute for Develop- the project, 22,000 girls ~that every girl can pur-
ment Studies and Prac- received classes on sue her education and
tices, Japan Interna- Package A, B and C of ~become a valuable mem-
tional Cooperation non-formal curriculum, ber of society”
Agency also attended ofthem 4000 enrolled in “The Government is.
the event. mainstream formal makingall out efforts to
The event hosted schooling system. combat the low literacy
conversations with mul- Under” Girls Earn’  rate which has affected

girls from all ethnic
groups. and socioeco-
nomic backgrounds,”

We are committed
to assist and contribute
to building economically
prosperous, and edu-
cated Balochistan, so
every child has access to
education.

He however wel-
comed the support ex-
tended by the Interna-
tional Rescue Committee
for providing educa-
tional and vocational
training opportunities,
saying he is very grate-
ful for the on-ground ini-
tiative of community-
based schools in
Balochistan.™

Abdul Rauf Baloch
— Secretary Secondary
Education on the occa-
sion appreciated the
contributions of IRC for
girls’ education in
Balochistan.

He shared that edu-
ion is a complex sub-

ject which cannot be dis-

cussed without WAS]
health and other faci
ties.

This makes it a re-
sponsibility of all rel-
evant departments and
stakeholders who
should play their role ef-
fectively.

Zain Ul Abedin
Khan, Deputy Director
Programs, IRC, in his re-
marks said that “We as a
society need to commit
to prioritize and focus on
Girls” Education through
adequate resources.
Girls® education in
Balochistan is one of the
biggest challenges faced
by the country and to
deal with it we must work
with innovative methods
like Non-Formal Educa-

5

n.
” He further added

that, “Over the years, we
have realized that if girls
are unable to reach
school, all stakeholders
need to fill the gap and
provide access (o life-
long learning opportuni
ties like productive skills
and life-skills within
communities.
Girl’s education is
correlated with
lower rates of
poverty
The panel discus-
sions established an op-
portunity for the policy
makers and practitioners
to understand that girl’s
education is correlated
with lower rates of pov-
ertyand improved health
outcomes. While stimu-
lating dialogue, the
stakeholders pledged to
work together to eradi-
cate the barriers to girls’

education by providing
gender inclusive facili-
ties and quality of edu-
-ation.
The event was a
culmination of three ses-
sions where the first was
hosted to discuss the
barriers faced by girls in
pursuing their educa-
tion. The panelists of
the first session classi-
fied the barriers into 3
categories: Cultural,
Economic and Service
Delivery. The panelists
recommended Acceler-
ated Learning Programs
(ALPs) as a viable op-
tion while integrated
with  skill-based
trainings and digitaliz-
ing education.
Initiatives to
combat the
barriers to

education

The second session
was focused on sustain-
able initiatives to combat
the barriers with the help
of Non-Formal Educa-
tion in bridging the gap
between primary and
secondary schooling.

airperson of the
session, Mr. Abdul
Khaliq - Chief Planning
Officer Policy, Planning,
and Implementation
Unit welcomed the par-
ticipants and empha-
sized the importance of
solutions to these barri-
ers.

Mr. Ashraf Gichki —
Director Literacy and
Non-Formal Education
shared contribution of
NFE department toward
provision of second
chance of education to
out-of-school children.

Personal
struggles in
overcoming

the barriers to

education

The third and final
session gave the
TEACH clients an op-
portunity to express
their  personalized
struggles in overcoming
the barriers to educa-
tion.

Anam — client of
TEACH project from
Pishin shared that after
joining TEACH ALP
center,

she can read books
and newspapers. Simra
from the same district
shared that her parents
don’t allow travelling
long distances to attend
school but after opening
of ALP center at door-
steps, she was able to
join the classroom for
first time in her life.
Haleema from Nushki
district shared that her
motheris the only bread-
winner of home and
works at households of
others to earn income.
Haleema shared that she
is the only child of her
family who can read,
thanks to joining ALP
center.




Thursday,December.25.2025 DAILY QUETTA VOICE

Provincial Minister for Communications and
‘Works Emphasizes Development Projects

QUETTA: Provincial
Minister for Commu-
nications and Works,
Mir Saleem Ahmed
Khosa, has empha- me
sized the importance
of the Communica-
tions and Works De-
partment in the devel-
opmentand prosperity
of the province.
Addressing a re-
view meeting via
\ : 4 1 Zoom,
) . T . the  Minister
New Superintending Engineer |siessca that the

department's perfor-

1

Il‘l‘igaﬁon TakeS mance dnegds ll]o be imc-l
. ther,
Charge in Naseerabad fechnica ssues should

be resolved on a pri-
ority basis.
He directed the

NASEERABAD: irrigation system ef- gation Department of-
Madthser Zafar fective, transparent, ficials and field staff.

Khosa has taken and modern. He assured that Chief Engineers and §

f;z;%in;sé,}:;ligeﬁ: rovl-ilt:leinSl:]i;igl l:: d‘ %ﬁﬁe{;‘?ﬁﬁzz‘:‘;o‘:;:f Superintending Engi- viewed the progress velopment projects The meeting was The Minister as-

rigation Circle ?air watc%r su y] to parentl neers to regularly re- of the Hana Road shouldnotbe compro- attended by Secretary sured that the govern-

Naseerabad Division farmers will beplsisylo P an}é ongoing and view the progress of project and directed mised and that the C ications and ment is to

and has begun his du-  priori doff wiﬁ future d going ongoing development - that it be completedas  department's responsi-  Works, Lal Jan Jafar, improving the infra-

ties gc m;yzic to expedite proiects will be closel projects and submit soon as possible. S Chief Engineer, and structure and providing
.Spcaking on the the cleanin; P Em'l]mored to ensurg their reports. He emphasized other officials of the better facilities to the

occasion, Khosa said repairgénnd main- their benefits reach The Minister re- that the quality of de- people ofthe province. department. people of the province.

that Nasirabad Divi- tenance of canals to the people.

sion is known as the prevent water wast- He emphasized CODStructlon Ban Imposed On MajOl‘ ROﬂdS

Green  Belt  of age. that joint efforts and
Balochistan, and its Khosa further said - better planning will not
cconomy is largely de-  that the problems of only promote agricul-
pendent on agricul- farmers will be ad- ture but also improve
ture. dressed on a priority the economic condi-

Therefore, it is basis through mutual tion and prosperity of|
essential to make the consultation with Irri-  the people in the area.

Consultative Meeting between
Local Government and
NADRA to Enhance Digital

Governance in Balochistan
QUETTA: A consul- ral Development, Syed curacy, and citizen-
tative meeting was Sanaullah Qureshi, centric service deliv- — ~ L
held between the Lo- Focal Person CRMS ery. QUETTA: The Ur- The decision was discussed issues re- decided to restrict The meeting em-

cal Government and Local Government Dircctor General | ban Planning and De- made during a meet- lated to traffic conges- commercialization of phasized that no dig-
Rural Development and Rural Develop- NADRA Balochistan, | sign ~ Committee, ing attended by offi- tion, unplanned con- residential arcas and ging or excavation will
Department, Govern- ment, Syed Abbas Naveed Jan| chaired by Commis- cials from the Metro- struction, and future make parking facilities be allowed on newly
ment of Balochistan, Shah, Assistant Dircc-  Sahibzada, stated that sioner Quetta Division politan Corporation, city expansion. mandatory for new constructed roads
and NADRA tor NADRA, Zia ur linking local govern- | Shahzeb Khan Kakar, Deputy Commissioner The ban requires commercial buildings. without permission.

Balochistan, chaired Rahman, and other ment data with
by Secretary Local officials from the Lo- NADRA's address li-
Govemmenl and Ru- cal Govcmmcnt and brary and citizens'

has imposed a ban on Quetta, prior approval from The Commis- The Commis-
new construction and Quetta Develop- the Commissioner’s sioner directed offi- sioner instructed rel-
building activities on ment Project, and Office for any con- cials to ensure imple- evant departments to

ral D Rural D P CNIC data would sig- | major roads, including  other relevant depart- struction work, which mentation of building prepare a comprehen-
Abdul Rauf Baloch. Department  and mﬁcan!ly improve | Airport Road, Sabzal ments. will be reviewed by codes and regulations, sive master plan for
The meeting di sed NADRA 1 planning, | Road, Saryab Road, The committeere- the Urban Planning and to review NOCs Quetta city, consider-
the provision of admin- Secretary, Local resource allocanon. and Link Shahwani viewed ongoing devel- Committee. for marriage halls and ing future expansion
istrative boundaries Govt.mmcm and Ru- and public service de- | Road. opment projects and The meeting also restaurants. and urban

and hical data ral D livery.

of local government Abdul et Baloch, The meeting con- Important Meeting on Public Transport

offices to promote emphasizedthe impor- cluded with a commit-

digital governance and  tance of providing ad- ment to strengthen the °

enhance public ser- ministrative bound- digital system through Issues Held ln Qalat

vices in the province. aries, including provin-  collaborative efforts
The meeting was cial, divisional, district, between NADRA

attended by Director |ehsil. and union coun- and local government
General NADRA cil GIS shape file data, on a phased basis, en-

QALAT: A crucial Bangalzai, Superinten- Nabi, Hazoor Bakhsh, should make every ef- those who have ob-
meeting regarding pub- dent Malik Habib Abdul Qadir, Darshan fort to provide facilities tained permits can op-
lic transport issues was  Muhammad Shahi, Se-  Kumar, Qasim to the public and that erate their vehicles, and
: - : held under the chair- nior Clerk Ghulam Shahwani, and others. their issues would be the court's decision
Balochistan, Naveed - and accurate locations - suring transparent, ef- | yanship of Deputy Farooq Mengal, Traf- The meeting dis- resolved on a priority would be implemented.
Jan Sahibzada, Addi- of local government ficient, and effective [ Commissioner Munir fic Sergeant ASI Sami cussed the issues faced ~basis. Transporters should
tional Sccretary Local - offices for effective services to the people | Ahmad Durrani. Ullah, and representa- by transporters, in- He urged trans- operate their busi-
Government and Ru- governance, data ac- of the provmce The meeting was tives of Qalat to Quetta cluding route permits, porters to resolve their nesses according to the
attended by Tehsildar wagon and coaster vehicle departure issues mutuallyand co- law, and those who vio-
Qalat Haji Abdul owners, including Mir times, and new route operate with each late the rules would
Ghaffar Lehri, Super- Muhammad Anwar, permits. The Deputy other. face cancellation of
intendent Haji Abdul Samad, Dar Commissioner empha- The Deputy Com- their permits and legal
Muhammad Ibrahim Muhammad, Ghulam sized that transporters missioner stated that action.

Chief Executive Officer of the Balochistan
Board of Investment and Trade

QUETTA: Chief Ex-
ccutive Officer of
the  Balochistan
Board of Investment
and Trade, Qaim
Lashari, met with
Additional Secretary |

. and Executive Direc-

0 0 tor General of the
Provincial Minister for Food Federal Board of
Investment(BOI),

Meets with Public Delegations | ziiqurai

During the meeting,

ter provides a funda-  ever before. He em-
mental platform for  phasized that this ini-
local and interna- tiative sends a clear
tional investors, mak-  and strong message
ing doing businessin  that Balochistan is
Balochistan easier, fully prepared and
faster, open for invest-
and more reliable than — ment.*

iné group, the devel-
opment of clear
implementation

operations,
strative sys-

tem:

és fun mighie 4 v . T
252612926811 Only sloctronéc B will be semitied, No

from Ziarat, Harnai, and SanjaWi detailed discussions  timelines, staff train- and tsfckct manage- | Bhysical bid is mauied. Nosa: in All Frecaramants of GOA

wmmrmmup Eliciionic ur Maro Bid Ssbimission, B is

QUETTA: Provincial the Provincial Minister public service arestilla | were held on the es- Nunditiry For AE Bidiirs 1o Gol Rigstarist M Elelronic

ing, and the estab- ment framework,

Minister for Food and for Food, Haji Noor guiding light for us. tablishment of a  lishment of an inte-  followed by detailed | puteicPracursment System of BPPRAGIE.

Chairman Balochistan Muhammad Damar, said He urged the people | - Business Facilitation  grated system as es- i i Tansir Fos Nol Required

Food Authority, Haji  that Quaid-c-Azam was  touniteand work for the | - Center (BFC) in  sential for making At the same time, de- [ Elaeaofdtpet [E]
Noor Muhammad Damar, - a great leader, visionary, - progress, prosperity. [ - Quetta, its strategic  the BFC fully func- were held 7 ¥ : )

met with public delega- and champion of prin- and stability of the framev}ork and the tional on preparing rol-

tions from Ziarat, Harnai, cipled politics. country and province. a +modem The meeti . p dP‘ g r

and Sanjawi districts at He said that Quaid- Haji Noor| adoption of modern The meeting con-  cvant departments

his office. During the ~e-Azam's struggle, hon- Damar ap- y and op-  cluded with a strong  for the Quetta BFC

meeting, the public esty, and sacrifices led pealed to the public to | _erational procedures.  mutual commitment  and establishing an
shared their issues, dif- to the creation of an in- play their role in the de- | The Additional Secre-  to improving invest-  effective payment
ficulties, and needs with dependent homeland.  velopment of the prov-| tary assured full sup-  ment facilitation  system, so that im-

the Provincial Minister, The Minister em- ince and country| port for theestablish-  across Balochistan,  proved and seamless
who listened attentively. - phasized that Quaid-e- - through mutual unity, | ment of the Business which was described ~ services could be
aji oor Azam's principles of P““le““ andrespect for | - Fycilitation Center in  as an important step  provided in light of

Muhammad Damar as- honesty, rule of law, and _ the law.
sured the delegations [ b
that resolving public is

Balochistan and for  toward enhancing  federal-level experi-
making it effectively  the province’s busi-  ences. Speaking on

is hi i operational. ness environment the occasion, Qaim
Z‘,’.ﬁﬂﬁz.?éfe{%ﬂl‘gégnﬁ Bothsides emphasized  and promoting inves-  Lashari said that the | /96 s """"o’:_'l'l"f:"" iy
ments will be instructed strengthening mutual - tor-friendly establishment of the www;-um ,,m,ﬂ o S Dotisamds: Coripiri
accordingly. He stated cooperation, capac-  reform: Business F Ekdemn, i b b o Wtk ppgob ok Lot Date
that every effort will be ity building, knowl-  Qaim Lashari also  Center is a major o can coiy ba s

made to live up to the
trust shown by the
people of Ziarat, Harnai,

edge sharing,and the  visited the Federal —milestone toward
adoption of best Business Facilitation  modernization,

and Sanjawi. practices. . Center, where he industrial develop-
On the occasion of On the occasion, met with BFC Man-  ment, and inclusive

Quaid-¢-Azam Qaim Lashari  ager Mehr Ali. Dur-  economic prosperity

Muhammad Ali Jinnah‘s termed the formation  ing the visit, he  in the province.

birthday, December 25, of a dedicated work-  closely reviewed the He added that the cen-
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PIA to be run by new owners from April sub]ect to approvals, says PM’s adviser

NEWS DESK: Pakistan
International Airlines
(PIA) is expected to be
run bya new owner from
April next year, subject
to approvals, and receive
fresh capital undera deal
to privatise the flag car-
rier, Adviser to the Prime
Minister on
Privatisation
Muhammad Ali said on
Wednesday

consortium
headed by the Arif
Habib Corporation
emerged as the top bid-
der in a live-televised
auction for a 75 per cent
stake in PIA on Tuesday,
‘marking a breakthrough
for the government’s
long-delayed
privatisation of the car-
tier.

The Arif Habib con-
sortium offered Rs135
billion, surpassing a
government reserve
price of Rs100bn, in a
sharp turnaround from
last year’s failed sale at-
tempt. Muhammad Ali,
the privatisation adviser
to the prime minister,
told Reuters in an online
interview that the state
expects a new owner to
be running the airline by
April, subject to approv-
als.

The process now
moves to final approvals
by the Privatisation
Commission board and
the cabinet, expected
within days, with con-
tract signing likely
within two weeks and fi-
nancial close after a 90-
day period to meet regu-
latory and legal condi-
tions.

Ali said the govern-
ment would receive
about Rs10bn in cash
upfiont and retain a 25pc
stake valued at around
Rs45billion.

The deal was struc-
tured to inject fresh capi-
tal into the airline rather
than simply transfer
ownership, he said.

“We did not want a
situation where the gov-
ernment sells the airline,
takes its money and the
company still col-
lapses,” Al said.

The winning con-
sortium also comprises
fertiliser maker Fatima,
private school network
City Schools and real es-

taté firm Lake City Hold-
ings Limited.
Al said Fauji

Fertiliser Company did
not bid but could still
join the winning consor-
tium as a partner, noting

the buyer can add up to
two partners including a
consortium partner or a
foreign airline if they
‘meet the qualifying cri-
teria.

Allowing partners
adds financial strength
and could bring global
aviation expertise, he
said.

Fauji Fertliser was
initially in the race to ac-
quire PIA shares but it
later opted out of the
bidding process.

Ii

said safe-

guards, including re-
tained earnest money
and an additional pay-
ment on signing, would
allow the government to
move to the second-
highest bidder if the deal
fails to close.

On labour, Ali said
the buyer must retain all
employees for 12
months after the trans-
action, with contracts
unchanged, adding that
the PIA workforce has
already shrunk in recent
years.

The sale is closely
watched by the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund,
which has pressed Paki-
stan to halt losses at
state-owned enter-
prises. Ali said the
privatisation was a key
test of Pakistan’s reform
credibility with the IMF,
adding that failure to
offload loss-making
state firms risked re-
newed pressure on pub-
lic finances. He said
closing the deal would
signal momentum on re-

form and
privatisations, adding
that the government was
working through a pipe-
line of future transac-
tions once PIA closes.
Separately, Ali also
addressed a press brief-
ing in Islamabad, where
he said the process for
the “strategic sale” of
PIA was initiated 20
years ago. An attempt to
sell the airline had also
been made last year,
which unfortunately had
not been successful, he

recalled.

The latest attempt,
which resulted in the
airline’s sale, was a re-
sult of six months of per-
sistent efforts, hard
work, due diligence and
cooperation of all stake-
holders, he said, adding
that the process was
completed with the guid-
ance of Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, federal
cabinet, Deputy Prime
Minister Ishaq Dar and
Chiefof Defence (CDF)
Forces Field Marshal
Asim Munir.

He recalled that
there was a time, around
50 years ago, when PIA
was operating around 50
aircraft. The number
should have increased
to 100-115 by now, but
the airline was presently
operating just 18 planes,
he added.

“We reached this
stage because several
mistakes have been
committed in the past,
over the years,” Al said,
adding that the private
sector was best-suited
to run such businesses.
“Its not the
gowemmenl s job to run
businesses.”

He further stated
that now private entities

would invest in the air-
line, more planes would
be added to its fleet, air-
craft would be revamped
and service quality
would improve.

Ali once again
lauded PM Shehbaz for
his guidance and sup-
port, adding that CDF
Munir also played an
“important role” and
there was “total commit-
ment from his side. He
also guided us”.

He also acknowl-
edged the support from
Dar, Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb,
the Competition Com-
mission of Pakistan
(CCP) and other mem-
bers of the cabinet.

Ali also addressed
the criticism on the
transaction, adding that
it was being said that the
government was to re-
ceive just Rs10bn from
the total bidding
amount.

Under the transac-
tion arrangement
PIA’s privatisation, the
government is to get
7 5pcofthe total bidding
amount, which adds up
to around Rs10bn, and
the rest 92.5pc is to be
injected back into the
airline.

Foreign loan inflows surge by
46pc in July-Nov

NEWS DESK: Inflow of
foreign loans and grants
to Pakistan increased 14
per cent t0 $3.032 billion
in the first five months
(July-November) of the
current fiscal year com-
pared to $2.667bn,

mainly on the back of UAE.

support from the Inter-
national Monetary Fund
(IMF).

Inflows in Novem-
ber alone amounted to
$511m, relatively higher
than $471m in October,
but almost 46pc lower
than $944m in the same
month of last year.

Ofthe tofal, forelgn
loan infl 4

injection of $2bn in time
deposit from Saudi
Arabia. In fact, total in-
flows in July 2023 had
amounted to $5.1bn that
also included $1.2bn
from the IMF and an-
other $1bn from the

The Ministry of
Economic Affairs on
Tuesday said that total
foreign inflows in
5MFY26 stood at
$3.032bn compared to
$2.667bn last year. The
EAD said that out of to-
tal inflows, $1.157bn
was received for project
financing compared
while project in-

-o
2

t0$2.521bnin 5MFY26
compared to $1.724bn
last year. Grants, on the
other hand, fell by 43pc
to $54m from $94min the
same period last year.
These inflows do
not include $1.2bn dis-
bursed by the IMF early
this month and would be
accounted for later.
MOoF reports Paki-

stan receives over
$3.03bn, including
grants

The target for total
foreign inflows for cur-
rent year has been set at
$19.9bn compared to
$19.4bn last year.

In July-November
of 2023, Pakistan was
able to materialise more
than $4.3bn mainly be-
cause of signing of the
9-month Stand-By Ar-
rangement (SBA) with
the IMF. As a result, Pa-
kistan received a major

flows amounted to
$1.875bn.

This meant about
$966m loans were re-
ceived in five months for
budget support. This is
despite the fact that an-
nual target for budget
support this year was set
at $13.5bn compared to
$15bn last year. The au-
thorities were also able
to materialise $500m
against Saudi Oil facility
in five months, at a set
rate of $100m cach
month, of the fiscal year
against an annual target
of $1bn. Against a full
year target of $5bn from
multilaterals (excluding
IMF), Pakistan got only
$1.258bn in five months
frommultilateral lenders
against $1.46bn of same
period last year when
the annual target was
$4.5bn. Total inflows
from bilateral lenders

(other than three strate-
gic friendly countries) in
five months of the year
amounted to $808m
against annual target of
$1.36bn but was 200pc
higher than $269m of
same period last year
when the full year target
was $523m.

Total inflows from
bilateral and multilateral
lenders amounted to
$2.066bn in five months
of this year against the
annual target of $6.4b.
Last year, the govern-
ment had secured
$1.73bn from bilateral
and multilaterals against
annual target of $5.05bn.

Inflows from over-
seas Pakistanis in-
creased to $966m in five
months, up from $735m
of same period last year
in the shape of Naya Pa-
kistan Certificates. The
government has tar-
geted a total of $609m
through these certifi-
cates during the current
year, which has already
been surpassed by a
wide margin.

The full year
$19.9bn target for cur-
rent fiscal year includes
$6.4bn from both multi-
lateral and bilateral lend-
ers including $5.05bn
from multilaterals and
$1.36bn from bilateral
lenders, $400m in inter-
national bonds, $3.1bn
foreign commercial
loans, $5bn time deposit
from Saudi Arabia and
$4bn SAFE deposit from
China.

Asif says govt satisfied with PIA sale, sees it
having great ‘symbolic value’

NEWS DESK: Defence
Minister Khawaja Asif
on Wednesday said that
the government was sat-
isfied with the sale of the
Pakistan International
Airlines (PIA), adding
that it had great “sym-
bolic value™.

He expressed these
views on Geo News
programme *Geo Paki-
stan’  when asked
‘whether the government
was satisfied with the
process.

“Yes, the govern-
ment is satisfied. This is
the first biggest transac-
tion of our privatisation
process. This transac-
tion has a great symbolic
value,” he said, recalling
that previously First
Women Bank had also
been privatised but that
transaction was not as
big.

A consortium led
by the Arif Habib group
won the auction for a
controlling stake in Pa-
kistan International Air-
lines Corporation Ltd
(PIACL) on Tuesday
with a bid of Rs135 bil-
lion after a competitive,
televised process, mark-
ing the country’s first
major privatisation in
nearly two decades.

The sale is a central
plank  of  the
government’s plan to

oad loss-making
state-owned enterprises
and a key condition un-
der Pakistan’s $7bn In-
ternational Monetary

u bailout
programme.
Speaking about the

matter on ‘Geo Paki-
stan’, Asif said the PIA
sale had “symbolic value
because of the hlslory of
this transaction*.

Four years ago, he
said, the country’s entire
aviation sector had suf-
fered following a state
ment bya then-minister
from the PTIL.

He was apparently
referring to former avia-
tion minister Ghulam
Sarwar Khan’s state-
ment in June 2020 dur-
ing a parliamentary s
sion. Khan had said
vestigations revealed
that more than 262 of the
country’s 860 active
lots either held fake
cences or had cheated in
their exams.

Following the then-
minister’s statement, Eu-
ropean and UK authori-
ties had ban-ned PIA
from their territories,
which were the airline’s
‘most profitable routes. A
number of foreign air-

Trade deficit with nine states swells to $6 22bn

NEWS DESK:

Pakistan’s trade gap
with nine neighbouring
countries widened by
39.33 per cent to $6.221
billion in the first five
months 2025-26 com-
pared to $4.465bn in the
same period last year.

The soaring deficit
is mainly the outcome of
a decline in Pakistan’s
overall exports to re-
gional countries, mainly
Ted by a drop in exports
to China, followed by
Afghanman Pakistan
has suspended all kinds
of trade, including ex-
ports to Afghanistan,
since Oct 10.

Amarginal increase
was also recorded in ex-
ports to India, but in
value its volume is very
negligible. The ship-
ments to Bangladesh
and Sri Lanka registered
negative growth during
the period under review,
according to the latest
data compiled by the
State Bank of Pakistan.

InFY25, Pakistan’s
trade deficit with nine
neighbouring countries
expanded by 29.42pc to
$12.297bn compared to
$9.502bn in the same pe-
riod last year.

The value of
Pakistan’s exports to
nine countries — Af-
ghanistan,  China,
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka,

India, Iran,

Bhutan  and
Maldives — dipped
17.05pc to $1.635 billion
inJuly-November FY26
from $1.971bn over the
same period last year.

InFY25, Pakistan’s
exports to nine countries
rose 1.49pcto $4.401bn
from $4.336bn the pre-
ceding year.

Contrary to this, im-
ports surged 22.06pc to
$7.856bn in SMFY26
from $6.436bn in
SMFY25 Further analy-
sis showed that imports.
from China grew by
22.90pc to $7.713bn in
SMFY26 from $6.275bn

Nepal,
the

in the same period last
year. In FY25, imports
from China stood at
$16.312bn, upby20.79pc
from $13.504bn in the
preceding year. The bulk
of imports in the region
are sourced from China,
followed partially by In”
dia and Bangladesh.

Pakistan’s exports
to China fell by 6.84pc to
$982.984m in SMFY26
from $1.055bn over the
same months in the pre-
ceding fiscal year. In
FY25, Pakistan’s exports
to China dipped 8.6pc to
$2.476bn from $2.709bn
in the preceding fiscal
year.

Imports from India
dipped by 19.11pc to
$76.668m in SMFY26
from $94.784m over the
last year. In FY25, import
from India increased to
$220.58m from $206.89m
over the last year. Mean-
while, exports to India
regj tered an uptick to
$2 926min SMFY26 from
$0.375m over the corre-
sponding period last

ar.

Exports to Afghani-
stan dipped 94.72pc to
$210.556m in SMFY26
from $408.585m last year.
Imports stood at
$8.527m in SMFY26
against $8.527min FY25,

adrop of 34.46pc.
Pakistan’s exports
to Bangladesh declined
by 7.36pc to $292.119m
in 5SMFY26 from
$315.335m over the last
year. In FY25, exports to
Bangladesh increased
by 19.08pc to $787.35m
from $661.19m. Imports
grew 30.19pct0 $21.73m
in 3MFY26 from $16.69m
over the last year.
Exports to Sri Lanka
dipped by 23.57pc to
$143.024m in SMFY26
from $187.132m over the
last year. Imports, how-
ever, rose 10.36pc to
$28.411mfrom $25.742m
inSMFY25.

lines had also grounded
Pak-istani-origin pilots
over concerns about
their licences.

The developments
followed the crash of a
PIA flight from Lahore
near Karachi’s Jinnah
Inter-national Airport in
2020, killingaround 100
peaple.

Asif said these
events had led to PIA
going “almost bank-
rupt”, adding that the
government then re-
structured the company.
“The government itself
owned a big portion of
its liability and only
nominal liability re-
mained,“ he said.
“Against this backdrop,
yesterday’s transaction
is a_very successful
one.” He also credited
the civil aviation depart-
ment for its considerable
contribution in the mat-
ter and seeing the trans-
action through. “We
went through a pains-

taking process,” he
said, adding that PIA
was now operating
flights to Manchester.

The minister further
stated that the airline
now also had permis-
sion to operate flights to
Birmingham and Lon-
don, but it did not have
aircraft for those flights.
Similarly, he continued,
PIA now also had per-
mission to operate
flights to New York and
around 14-15 destina-
tions in Europe.

The defence minis-
ter also appeared to be
defending the arrange-
ment under which the
government is to receive
Just 7.5 per cent —
around Rs10bn — of the
amount from the PIA
sale, ;aymg that invest-
ing a “bigger portion™
back into the airline in-
creased its value.

e said the govern-
ment still held 25pc of
1A’s shares and 92.5 of

the amount from the sale
being invested back into
the airline was actually
an investment into a na-
tional asset.

“We did not give a
handout to anyone,” he
asserted, adding that
the country had borne
losses for 50-55 years
following
nationalisation of busi-
nesses.

He also blamed the
bureaucracy for state-
owned enterprise:
losses, adding that poli-
ticians likely shared
some responsibility for
these losses as well.

“We have to con-
struct such transactions
[as that of PIA®s sale] to
rid [the national exche-
quer] of these losses.
We don’t have a choice.
We are beggars, not the
choosers,” Asif said,
adding that several other
transactions were to be
carried out in the future.

In this connection,
he also mentioned that
two power distribution
companies in Sindh and
one cach in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and
Balochistan were facing
severe losses. When the
anchorperson pointed
out that Asif had held
Khan responsible for
losses in the aviation
sector in recent years
and asked whether ac-
tion would be taken over
such matters, Asif said
action would be taken.

“There is no other

ption. These people
;hould be held answer-
able,” he said.

Govt sets two-month timeline
for spectrum auction

NEWS DESK: The gov-
ernment on Tuesday ap-
proved the process for
the auction 0f 600 mega-
hertz (MHz) spectrum
within two months, fol-
lowed by the rollout of
5G internet in five to six
months, on the recom-
mendation of a US-
based consultancy firm.

The decision was
made at a meeting of the
Economic Coordination
Committee (ECC) of the
Cabinet, which also ap-
proved a Rs20bn (more
than $7m) bailout pack-
age for Pakistan Interna-
tional Airlines Invest-
ment Limited (PIA-IL) to
discharge $4m tax liabil-
ity against Roosevelt
Hotel, New York, and
other domestic loan li-
abilities.

Speaking at a no-
questions-asked re-
corded statement, Fi-
nance Minister

constraint to the nation’s
digitisation transforma-
tion.

The finance minis-
ter said recommenda-
tions for the spectrum
auction were prepared
by National Economic
Research Associates
(NERA), based on expe-
riences in recent spec-
trum auctions in other
countries, including pro-
cess, pricing mecha-
nism, auction and imple-
‘mentation strategies. He
said the success of
digitisation, digital inclu-
sion and financial inclu-
sion was linked to faster,
cheaper and better pro-
cesses, and unsold spec-
(rum was directly trans-
lating into economic
losses.

IT Minister Shaza
Fatima said that under
the ECC decision, the
Pakistan Telecommuni-
cation Authority (PTA)

and Information Tech-
nology Minister Shaza
Fatima Khwaja said the
new spectrum auction,
tobe completed by early
February, would be ten
times larger than the
60MHz auctioned over
all past auctions put to-
gether because internet
congestion was a major

would complete all spec-
trumauctions by the end
of January or early Feb-
ruary because Pakistan
was behind regional
competitors due to the
unavailability of spec-
trum capacity.

She said Pakistan’s
245m population had ac-
cess to only 274MHz
spectrum compared to

600MHz available to the
175m  people  of
Bangladesh.

That was the major
reason for internet traf-
fic congestion in Paki-
stan, she said, adding,

“This means we are
using two lanes for traf-
fic which requires eight
lanes...your internet
does not work and you
face challenges.”

She said the up-
coming auction would
not only improve 3G and
4G services but also en-
able the launch of 5G,
and more international
operators would enter
the country.

The ~ operators
would be obligated, un-
der the terms of the auc-
tion, toroll out all spec-
trums within four to six
months,

so that service im-
provements become vis-
ible tothe people in five
to six months and to be
followed by 5Grollout in
six months.

Ms Khwaja said the
internet was a basic in-
gredient  to  the
government’s
digitisation efforts, for
which the Digital Nation
Pakistan Act 2025 had
already been put in
place.
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'Govt wants to defuse protest
momentum’

NEWS DESK:PTI where police placed a in herwords, helda "sto-
founder Imran Khan's dumper across the road len mandate" panicked
sister Aleema Khan on and blocked their ve- and rushed to negotia-
Tuesday accused the hicle. tions whenever Imran
government of using Led by Aleema called for protests. She
dialogue as a pressure Khan, the sisters and claimed that even the
valve, saying that the party workers began prime minister and his
ruling partyrevived talk - marching on foot to- aides had begun float-
of negotiations only wards the jail. ing the idea of talks, but
when protest calls At the Factory insisted that authorities
loomed, as sheand other checkpoint, police must first explain why
family members were erected iron barricades, meetings with Imran
once again denied per- completely sealing Khan were being
mission to meet the in- Adiala Road. Ataround blocked.

carcerated leader at 3:30pm, after repeated She questioned
Adiala Jail, triggeringa denials of access, why the country's "most
sit-in, Aleema Khan an- popular leader” was be-

The day, desig- nounced a sit-in on the ing kept isolated, said
nated for meetings at main road. Party workers ~barriers erected on pub-
Adiala Jail where the joined the protest, chant- lic roads exposed official
party's supremo remains ing slogans as traffic on fear, and claimed Imran
incarcerated, turned into  the central artery came Khan had already con-
a flashpoint as the sit-in  toa halt, forcing commut-  veyed instructions to K-
protest brought traffic ers to walk long dis- P leadership to prepare
on Adiala Road to a tances late into the for street protests.

standstill for hours. night, Separately, PTI
Imran Khan's three Senior PTI leaders  chairman Barrister Gohar
sisters — Aleema Khan, from Khyber Ali Khan said that,

Dr Uzma Khan and Pakhtunkhwa, incliding whether through resis-
Noreen Khan — along provincial president tance or reconciliation,
with PTI leaders, were Junaid Akbar, Mushtaq "a path forward must be
stopped at multiple po- Ghani and K-P govern-  opened", acknowledg-
lice checkpoints and ment spokesperson ing ongoing discus-
barred from proceeding ~ Shafgatullah Jan, arrived  sions about possible

towards the jail. at the site to express soli- talks between the gov-

PTI chairman Bar-  darityand joined the sit-  ernment and PTI, while
rister Gohar Ali Khan, in. noting that Aleema
party spokesperson for Speaking to the me-  Khan's stance on nego-

the  party founder dia, Aleemaaccused the tiations was already on
Niazullah Niazi, secre- authorities of routinely record.
tary general Salman blocking meetings every Speaking to report-
Akram Raja and lawyer Tuesday, alleging that ~ers at the Dahgal check-
Faisal Malik were halted the state had "broken point near Adiala Jail,
at the Dahgal check- the Constitutionand the Barrister Gohar said it
point and not allowed to  law" and was holding did not appear that meet-
move forward. Imran Khan and Bushra ings would be allowed
The sisters, travel- Bibi in solitary confine- that day, but stressed
ling via Chakri Inter- ment."We will not leave that access to Imran
change, reached the him alone," she said, Khan and Bushra Bibi
Gorakhpur checkpoint, adding that those who. should be ensured.

Healthcare crisis grips Hyderabad

NEWS DESK: Acute on Civil Hospital situation, lacking mod-
shortages of medi- Hyderabad, the only ern treatment facilities
cines, diagnostic facili- major government despite havmgades:g-
ties and functional healthcare facility for nated ward.

medical equipment the city and interior Sources further
have left government Sindh, where patients revealed that even in the
hospitals  across arrive daily in large Intensive Care Unit,
Hyderabad struggling numbers from across immediate testing fa-
to provide even basic the region. However, cilities are unavailable,
healthcare, largely due  Civil Hospital itself is forcing patients to get
to alleged apathy and plagued by non-func- tests done privately.
poor oversight by offi- tional machinery and Hundreds of patients
cials of the Sindh inadequate treatment visit the hospital's
Health Department. facilities. OPDs daily, but due to
According to r Hospital sources the non-: a\mllablllly of

ports, essential medi- say that govert
cines have virtually di litical interference aud medicines, doctors of-
appeared from Civil allege to ten prescribe medi

Is Punjab Property Ordinance suspension
temporary hiccup?

NEWS DESK: After the
suspension of the
Punjab Protection of
Ownership of Immoy-
able Property Act 2025
by the Lahore High
Court (LHC), and the
subsequent reaction of
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz, speculation has
begun over whether
winds of change are
starting to blow through
the Punjab judiciary.

Some experts be-
lieve that so far the judi-
ciary in Punjab has been
"very accommodating"
toward the Punjab gov-
ernment during the ten-
ure of incumbent Chief
Justice Aalia Nelum.

The Punjab govern-
ment and powerful
circles were visibly up-
set with former LHC
chief justice Malik
Shahzad Ahmad Khan
regarding his handling
of appointments in the
Anti-Terrorism Courts
(ATCs), election tribunal
nominations, and case
allocations.

Even representa-
tives from the bar were
expressing dissatisfac-
tion with Shahzad's de-
cision.

Upon assuming his
role, then CJ Khan had
swiftly marked cases
with political implica-
tions, assigning them to
pamcular Judges within
the high court. These
moves often resulted in
outcomes unfavourable
to the executive branch.

Notably, the PTI
also received relief in

several cases, particu-
larly those pertaining to
election disputes.

Furthermore, then
CJ Khan nominated five
additional LHC judges to
preside over election tri-
bunals. Tension also
persisted between the
LHC chief justice and
executive authorities re-
gardingthe appointment
of five judges to ATCs
in Punjab.

Meanwhile, the ex-
ecutive, with the support
of then chief justice of
Pakistan Qazi Faez Isa,
succeeded in elevating
Khan to the Supreme
Court in June last year.

Later, the Judicial
Commission of Pakistan
(JCP) suggested the ap-
pointment of Justice
Aalia Nelum as the LHC
chief justice. Justice
Aalia was third in senior-
ity among high court

Jjudges at that time.

PTIlawmakers dis-
agreed with her appoint-
ment on the grounds of
ignoring the principle of
seniority during a meet-
ing of the Parliamentary
Committee on Judges'
Appointments.

Unlike her
predecessor's tenure,
the relationship be-
tween the provincial
government and the
Punjab judiciary has re-
mained very cordial.

First, issues related
to the appointmem of
election tribunals were
resolved in line with the
wishes of the Election
ission of Pakistan
(ECP) and executive au-
thorities.

The PML-N had
been visibly upset over
the nomination of judges
for election tribunals by
then CJ Malik Shahzad

sk
g

Ahmad Khan.

Secondly, Justice
Aalia Nelum also trans-
ferred the ATC judges
who were not in the
2ood books of the execu-
five but had been ap-
pointed by her prede-
cessor.

Subsequently, doz-
ens of PTI leaders and
workers were convicted
by ATCs in May 9 cases.
Their appeals against
convictions are still
pending. Even their sen-
tences were not sus-
pended, and the major-
ity of them remain be-
hind bars.

Once when judicial
‘members of the JCP sug-
gested the elevation of
Justice Aalia Nelum to
the apex court during a
‘meeting, members asso-
ciated with the govern-
ment vetoed the sugges-
tion because the execu-

tive authorities were
comfortable with her
presence at the

Even the Punjab
Assembly did not pass
a resolution for the es-
tablishment of constitu-
tional benches in the
LHC. The executive au-
thorities have so far
been expressing satis-
faction over the alloca-
tion of important cases
before certain benches
for hearing.

It is a fact that the
PTI has so far failed to
secure any kind of sub-
stantive relief during the
tenure of Justice Aalia
Nelum.

On the other hand,
despite hue and cry over
the activities of the
Crime Control Depart-
ment (CCD) in the prov-
ince, the LHC has not
passed any adverse or-
der on the issue. Simi-
larly, unlike in the past,
provincial authorities
did not face a tough time
on issues related to mal-
administration and bad
governance.

However, a contro-
versy has now started
after the LHC chief
justice's Monday order
suspending the Punjab
Protection of Ownership
of Immovable Property
Act2025.

Subsequently, CM
Punjab Maryam Nawaz
reacted to the LHC order
by stating that the
court's decision was not
inline with the principles
laid down by the higher
judiciary.

PIA to be run by Arif Habib-led consortium by April 2026

NEWS DESK: The
national flag carrier,
Pakistan International
Airlines (PIA), is ex-
pected to be run by a
new owner from April
2026. It will also re-
ceive fresh capital un-
der a deal to privatise
the airline, the
country’s privatisation
chief said on Wednes-
day.

A consortium
headed by the Arif
Habib Corporation
emerged as the top
bidder on Tuesday, in
a live-televised auc-
tion for a 75% stake
in PIA. This marks a
breakthrough for the
government’s long-
delayed privatisation
of the carrier.

The consortium
offered Rs135 billion,
surpassing the
government’s reserve
price of Rs100 billion
— a turnaround from
last year’s failed sale
attempt.

Adviser to the
Prime Minister on
Privatisation,

I d Al, told

Hospital Hyderabad as senior administrative to be purchased from
well as all taluka hos- positions on the basis outside.
pitals in the city. Even ofinfluence rather than Conditions  at
routine laboratory tests merit have resulted in mluka hospitals in
cannot be cond dat chronic are report-
taluka-level facilities ment. This has previ- edly even worse.
due to the absence or ously led to unrest by Facilities such as
breakdown of basic attendants and, more Sindh Government
machinery. As a result, alarmingly, complaints Bhittai Hospital
patients are being related to the transfer Latifabad, Govern-
forced to seek treat- andalleged sale of new- ment Hospital
ment at private hospi- born babies. At present, Qasimabad, Kohsar
tals and laboratories, Civil Hospital Hospital Latifabad,
where they are charged Hyderabad hasonly one Government Hospnal
thousands of rupees MRI and one CT scan Pretabad and Govern-
even for preliminary machine operational, ment Hospital Hali
check-ups, adding to while other diagnostic Road, along with sev-
their financial distress. machines have re- eral basic health units,
The situation has mained out of order for lack not only testing
worsened to the extent months. Patients are facilities but even es-
that the trauma centre advised to wait one to sential medicines. Pa-
builton HalaNakaRoad two months for MRI ti ious
has remained non- scans. In the emer- ditions are routinely
functional, while large ~ gency ward, only initial referred to Civil Hos-
government hospital first aid is provided, pital without proper ex-
buildings present a de- after which critical pa- amination, while OPD
serted look at night. tients are referred to patients are advised to
This has placed an Karachi. The burns visit private medical
ever-increasing burden ward faces a similar stores and laboratories.

Reuters in an online
interview that the state
expects a new owner
to be running the air-
line by April next year.
The process moves to
final approvals by the
Privatisation Commis-
sion board and cabinet,

expected within days,
with contract signing
likely within two
weeks.

Financial close is
also expected after 90
days to meet regula-
tory and legal condi-
tions.

Ali said the gov-
ernment would re-
ceive Rs10 billion, in
cash, upfront, retaining
a25% stake valued at
around Rs45 billion.
The deal was struc-
tured to inject fresh
capital into the airline
rather than simply
transfer ownership, he
aid.

"We did not want
a situation where the
government sells the
airline, takes its money,

e

and the company still
collapses," Ali said.
The winning consor-
tium also comprises
fertiliser maker
Fatima, private school
network City School
and real estate firm
Lake City Holdings
Limited.

Ali said Fauji
Fertiliser Company, a
military-run conglom-
erate,

did not bid but
could still join the win-
ning consortium as a
partner, noting the
buyer can add up to
two partners — includ-
ing a consortium part-
ner or a foreign airline
— if they meet the
qualifying criteria.

Allowing partners

adds financial strength
and could bring global
aviation expertise, he
aid.

Ali said safe-
guards, including re-
tained earnest money
and an additional pay-
ment on signing,
would allow the gov-
ernment to move to
the second-highest bid-
der if the deal fails to
close.

On labour, he said
the buyer must retain
all employees for 12
months after the
transaction, with con-
tracts unchanged, add-
ing that the PIA
workforce has already
shrunk in recent years.

The sale is closely
watched by the Inter-

Nl

national Monetary
Fund (IMF), which
has pressed Pakistan
to halt losses at state-
owned enterprises. Ali
termed the
privatisation a key test
of Pakistan's reform
credibility with the
IMF, adding that fail-
ure to offload loss-
making state firms
risked renewed pres-
sure on public fi-
nances.

He said closing
the deal would signal
momentum on re-
forms and
privatisations, adding
that the government
was working through
a pipeline of future
transactions once PIA
closes.

Daytime movement of heavy vehicles banned
in Karachi for 2 months

NEWS DESK: The day-
time movement of heavy
traffic vehicles has been
banned in Karachi for
two months, it emerged
on Wednesday.

The development
comes as the city has re-
cently witnessed a steep
increase in traffic acci-
dents, with many result-
ing from collisions with
heavy vehicles such as
dumper trucks and wa-
ter tankers.

A notification is-
sued on Tuesday by
Karachi Commissioner
Syed Hassan Naqvi, a
copy of which is avail-
able with Dawn, said
that the deputy inspec-
tor general of the
Karachi Traffic Police
had requested the impo-
sition of a ban on the
movement of heavy ve-
hicles during the daytime

“in order toresolve traf-
fic congestion issues
due to the influx of
heavy vehicular traffic
and to prevent road traf-
fic accidents™.

The notification
added that in the inter-
est of protecting human
lives and ensuring the
smooth flow of traffic,
there were sufficient
grounds to proceed un-
der Section 144 of the
Criminal Procedure Code
(CrPC) to regulate the
‘movement of heavy traf-
fic within the city.

As a result, the
Karachi commissioner
imposed a complete ban
on dumper trucks carry-

ing construction materi-
alsinal parts of the city,
except between the
hours of 10pm and 6am.
He also imposed a
ban on the movement of
heavy traffic within the
city,” except between
10pm and 6am. However,
this excluded those car-
rying “essential com-
modities”, including wa-
ter, edible oil, liquid ni-
trogen, meat, skin and
medical gases classed as
life-saving drugs.

A complete ban was
also imposed on the
‘movement of heavy traf-
fic on Jinnah Avenue
from Super Highway (M-
9 Karachi-Hyderabad
Motorway) near Saima
Pari Classic and Rufi
Global City up to Malir
Halt, Sharea
Faisal. Three routes were
also designated for
heavy traffic, excluding
dumper trucks carrying
construction materials.
These included the Su-

per Highway (to New
Karachi Industrial area
via Slip Road) and the
National Highway (to
Godown Chowrangi,

Younas Chowrangi,

Dawood Chowrangi).

The third route was the
Northern  Bypass,
through which vehicles
can access Gulbai and
Mauripur en route to
Karachi Port.An alter-
nate route was also
specified from Link Road
Kathore to Sassi Toll
Plaza. “The movement of
dumpers equipped with
approved tracking de-
vices (trackers), whose
access data has been in-
tegrated with the
Karachi Traffic Police
monitoring system, is
exempted from the re-
striction timings within
the industrial zones of
Karachi,” the notifica-
tion added.

It said the restric-
tions would remain in
place for a period of two
months, from Dec 23 to
Feb22,2026.
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Libya’s top military chief killed in

plane crash in Turkiye

Haftar’s Libyan Armed
Forces.

Dbeibah said the
commander of Libya’s
ground forces, the direc-
tor of its military manu-
facturing authority, an
adviser to the chief of
staff, and a photogra-
pher from the chief of
staff’s office were also
on the aircraft.

Turkish Interior
Minister Ali Yerlikaya

NEWS DESK: The
Libyan army’s chief of
staff, Mohammed Ali
Ahmed Al-Haddad, died
inaplanc crash on Tues-
day after leaving
Turkiye’s capital Ankara
as well as four others
that were on the jet as

said on social media plat-
form X that the plane
had taken off from
Ankara’s Esenboga Air-
port at 1710 GMT en
route to Tripoli, and that
radio contact was lost at
1752 GMT.

He said authorities
found the plane’s wreck-
age near the Kesikkavak
village in Ankara’s
Haymana district.

He added that the

Dassault Falcon 50-type
jet had made a request
for an emergency land-
ing  while over
Haymana, but that no
contact was established.

The cause of the
crash was not immedi-
ately clear.

Turkish Justice
Minister Yilmaz Tunc
said an investigation
into the crash was under
way.

well.

“This followed a
tragic and painful inci-
dent while they were re-
turning from an official
trip from the Turkish city
of Ankara. This grave
loss is a great loss for the
nation, for the military in-
stitution, and for all the
peaple,” Libyan Prime
Minister Abdulhamid
Dbeibah said in a state-
ment.

According to the
Washington DC-based
Stimson Centre, Libya
has effectively splll into
two virtual quasi-states
since 2014. The west is
ruled by the Government
of National Unity (GNU),
of which Dbeibah is the
prime minister, while the
east is run by Field Mar-
shal Khalifa Belgasim

India space agency launches
its heaviest satellite

NEWS DESK: India’s
space agency launched
its heaviest ever payload
on Wednesday, with

tious low-cost space
programme, with plans
for an uncrewed orbital
mission and human
spaceflight in the coming
years.

The satellite, weigh-
ing 6,100 kilogrammes
(13,448 pounds), was
launched on a modified
version of a rocket that
India plans to use for its
future space missions.

India is vying for a
larger slice of the boom-
ing commercial satellite
business as phone,
internet and other com-
panies seek expanded
and more high-end com-
munications. Modi said
the launch marked “a

proud milestone in
India’s space journey”.

“It ~strengthens
India’s heavy-lift launch
capabilityand reinforces
our growing role in the
global commercial
launch market,” he said
ina statement.

Earlier this year,
ISRO launched the
CMS-03 communication
satellite, which weighs
about 4,410
kilogrammes.

For these heavy
launches, India has de-
ployed an upgraded
version of the rocket it
used to send an un-
manned craft to the
Moon in August 2023

The Tripoli-based
GNU said in a statement
that the prime minister | prime Minister Narendra
directed the defence | Modi calling the deploy-
minister to sendan offi- | ment “a significant
cial delegation to Ankara smde for the space sec-
to follow up on proceed- | tor.

=

The LVM3-M6
rocket launched the US-
built AST SpaceMobile
communications satel-
lite into low-Earth orbit.

he Indian Space
Research Organisation
(ISRO) said it was the
“heaviest payload to be
launched from Indian

gs.

Walid Ellafi, state
minister of political af-
fairs and communication
for the GNU, told broad-
caster Libya Alahrar that
it was not clear when a
crash report would be
ready, but that the jet
was a leased Maltese
aircraft.

He added that offi-
cials did not have “suf-
ficient information re-
garding its ownership or
technical history,” but
said this would be inves-
tigated.

Turkiye’s defence
ministry had announced
Haddad’s visit earlier,
saying he had met with
Turkish Defence Minis-
ter Yasar Guler and Turk-
ish counterpart Selcuk
Bayraktaroglu, along
with other Turkish mili-
tary commanders.

boost for India’s ambi

Bangladesh-India ties hit new low

NEWS DESK: taking the wrong ap- missed reports of van- firmed reports sug-
Bangladesh on Tuesday proach,” said Puneet dalism as "misleading gesting his attackers
summoned the top In- Gautam, 37, a pro- propaganda". might have fled to In-
dian envoy as fresh pro- tester and member of Ties between the dia.

tests erupted outside its
high commission in
New Delhi over the
mob lynching of a
Hindu worker in
Dhaka.

The  garment
worker was accused of
blasphemy and lynched
on December 18 as
anti-India sentiment

the right-wing Vishva
Hindu Parishad (VHP)
organisation.

VHP members and
security personnel
clashed outside
Dhaka's outpost as the
crowd shoved its way
through yellow metal
barricades around 300
metres from the build-

neighbours have dete-
riorated since ousted
prime minister Sheikh
Hasina fled the pro-de-
mocracy uprising last
year and sought refuge
in India.

India says it is still
considering Dhaka's
requests to extradite
Hasina, who was sen-

The killing set off
protests in Dhaka with
arsonists torching sev-
eral buildings, including
WO major newspapers
deemed to favour India
as well as a prominent
cultural institution.
Mobs also pelted
stones at the Indian
High Commission in

rises in the ing. tenced to death in ab- the port city of
neighbouring majority Earlier on Tues- sentia for orchestrating Chattogram, where In-
Muslim nation. Seven day, Bangladesh's for- adeadly crackdown on dia has since ded
suspects have been ar- eign ministry had sum- the uprising. visa services.

rested over the killing. moned Indian High Bangladesh has been in On  Monday,

On Tuesday, hun-
dreds of demonstrators
converged near
Bangladesh's High
Commission in New
Delhi waving saffron
flags and banners, in-
cluding one that read:
"Stop Killing Hindus in
Bangladesh".

"Hindus are warn-
ing Bangladesh that it is

Commissioner Pranay
Verma to express
"grave concern" over
previous protests out-
side its visa centres.
In its statement,
the ministry cited "re-
grettable incidents" and
vandalism outside its
visa centres in New
Delhi and Siliguri last
week. India has dis-

political turmoil since
the end of Hasina's
rule, with violence
marring the campaign-
ing ahead of next
year's election.

This month, par-
liamentary hopeful and
vocal India critic Sharif
Osman Hadi was shot
by masked assailants in
Dhaka, with uncon-

Dhaka temporarily sus-
pended visa services in
Delhi. Russia has urged
Delhi and Dhaka to
mend fences.

"The sooner this
happens, the better,"
Russian Ambassador to
Bangladesh, Alexander
G Khozin, was quoted
as saying in the Dhaka
Tribune.

Russian air attack on Ukraine Kills three,
triggers power cuts

that showed Russian
President Vladimir
Putin was not serious
about peace talks.
amaged

Chernobyl  shelter
could collapse, says
plant director

“Putin still cannot
accept that he must
stop killing,” Zelenskiy
wrote on X. “And that
means that the world is
not putting enough
pressure on Russia.
Now is the time to re-
spond.”™

A four-year-old

NEWS DESK: Rus-
sian missile and drone
attacks killed at least
three Ukrainians, in-
cluding a child, on
Tuesday, triggering
widespread emergency
power cuts
promptin
neighbouring Poland to
scramble jets.

The attacks, days
after another round of
US-led talks to end the
nearly four-year-old
war, hit energy facili-
ties in western regions
the hardest, Prime Min-

comment from Kyiv,
which often disputes
Russian reports of ter-
ritorial gains.

Moscow has
stepped up strikes on
Ukrainian energy and
logistics to boost pres-
sure on Kyiv as it seeks
to alter the terms of a
US-backed peace deal.
Ukraine has targeted
Russian energy ex-
ports.

A Ukrainian over-
night drone attack
sparked a fire at an in-
dustrial facility in

Russia of repeatedly
targeting the facility,
the site of a 1986 melt-
down that is still the
world’s worst ever
nuclear disaster, since
Moscow invaded in
February 2022.

A hit earlier this
year punched a hole in
the outer radiation
shell, triggering a
warning from the In-
ternational Atomic En-
ergy Agency (IAEA)
that it had “lost its pri-
mary safety func-
tions.”

ister Yulia Svyrydenko child was killed in the Russia’s ~ southern In an interview,
said. central Zhytomyr re- Stavropol region, the plant director Sergiy
Poland, a NATO gion, anothér person in  region’s  governor, Tarakanov said fully

member bordering Vladimir Vladimirov,
western Ukraine, said
Polish and allied air-
craft were deployed to
protect Polish airspace
after Russian strikes
targeted areas near the
border.
President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy
said Russia had tar-
geted at least 13 re-
gions as Ukrainians pre-
pared to celebrate
Christmas with their
tam es in an attack

Khmelnytskyi in west-
ern Ukraine,

and a third person
outside the Ukrainian
capital Kyiv, where lo-
cal officials said at least
five were also
wounded.

Russia’s defence
ministry said it had at-
tacked Ukrainian en-
ergy and military facili-
ties and captured two

restoring that shelter
could take three to four
years, and warned that
another Russian hit
could see the inner shell
collapse.
“If a missile or
drone hits it directly, or
even falls somewhere
nearby, for example,
an Iskander, God for-
bid, it will cause a
mini-earthquake in the
area,” Tarakanov said
in an interview con-
ducted last week.

said.

Authorities also re-
ported a fire at the fuel
oil supply pipeline at the
port of Taman in the
Krasnodar region, say-
ing it had been put out.

A Russian strike
could collapse the inter-
nal radiation shelter at
the defunct Chernobyl
nuclear power station
villages along the front in Ukraine, the plant’s
line in Ukraine. There director said.
was no immediate Kyiv has accused

Trump

NEWS DESK: Donald
Trump said on Monday
that the US will keep or
sell the crude oil con-
tained on tankers it had
seized off the coast of
Venezuela, as well as the
vessels themselves.

He also said it
would be “smart” for
Venezuelan President
Nicolas Maduro to step
down, as US naval forces
pressed a blockade on
the South American
country’s oil wealth.

Venezuela’s key ally,
Moscow, however, ex-
pressed its “full support”
for Maduro’s govern-
ment, as Washington
has dialed up military
operations and threats
against Caracas.

Asked by reporters
at his Florida home if
Washington’s threats
were designed to force
Maduro to leave office
after 12 years, Trump
said: “That’s up to him,
what he wants to do. I
think it would be smart

for him to do that.”

But he added: “If he
wants to do somethmg
— ifhe plays tough, it'Il
be the last time he’s ever
able to play tough.” Fir-
ing back just hours later,
Maduro said that Trump
would be “better off” if
he focused on domestic
problems rather than
lhrealemng Caracas.

would be bet-
ter off in his own coun-
try on economic and so-
cial issues, and he
would be better off in
the world if he took care
of his country’s affairs,”
Maduro saidin a speech
broadcast on public tele-
vision.

The pledge from
Moscow, which is em-
broiled in the war in
Ukraine, came on the
eve of a UN Security
Council meeting on
Tuesday to discuss the
mounting crisis.

Ina phone call, the
foreign ministers of the
allied nations blasted

“The ministers ex-
pressed their deep con-
cern over the escalation
of Washington’s actions
in the Caribbean Sea,
which could have seri-
ous consequences for
the region and threaten

the US actions, which
have included strikes on
alleged drug-trafficking
boats and the seizure of
two oil tankers.

A third ship was
being pursued, a US of-
ficial said on Sunday.

says US will keep or sell oil selzed ‘from tankers off Venezuela

boats that Washington
claims, without provid-
ing evldence were traf-
ficking drugs in the Car-
ibbean and eastern Pa-
cific Ocean.

More than 100
people have been killed
— some of them fisher-
‘men, according to their
families and govern-
‘ments.

The latest strike hit
a “low-profile vessel” in
the e rn Paciﬁc
Ocean, kil
pant, the US mllllary sa)d
on Monday.

Last week, Trump
also announced a block-
ade of “sanctioned oi!
vessels™ sailing to and
from Venezuela.

Trump  claims
Caracas is using oil
money to finance “drug
terrorism, human traf-
ficking, murder, and kid-
napping.”

Caracas, in turn,
fears Wash-ington is
seeking regime change,
and has accused Wash-

ington of “international
piracy.”

Moscow’s state-
mentsaid Lavrovand Gil
agreed in their call to
“coordinate their actions
on the international
stage, particularly at the
UN.” Russia and China,
another Venezuela ally,
backed Caracas’s re-
quest for a UNSC meet-
ing to discuss what it
called “the ongoing US
aggreseion

Telegram,
Venezuela s Gil said he
and Lavrov had dis-
cussed “the aggres-
sions and flagrant vio-
lations of i
law being perpetrated in
the Caribbean: attacks
on vessels, extrajudicial
executions, and illicit
acts of piracy carried out
by the Umled States
government.”

Gil said Lavrov had
affirmed Moscow’s “full
support in the face of
hostilities against our
country.

e
for and solidarity with
the Venezuelan leader-
ship and people in the
it

international shippin;
the Russian foreign min-
istry said of the call be-
tween Sergei Lavrovand current context,”
‘Venezuelan counterpart  added in a statement.
Yvan Gil. US forces have
“The Russian side since September
reaffirmed ts full support launched strikes on
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Mir Sarfaraz Bugti
Chief Minister of Balochistan

Under the vision of Chief Minister
Mir Sarfaraz Bugti, a
comprehensive plan has been
launched to transform Quetta into
a modern, clean, and livable

provincial capital.

DAILY QUETTA VOICE

QUETTA DEVELOPMENT PROJECT

Zahid Saleem,
Additional Chief Secretary

(Development)

“The Quetta Development
Package is our commitment to
building a city worthy of Quaid-e-
Azam’s vision - a modern,
inclusive and progressive Quetta
where opportunities reach every
citizen and development benefits
all.”

i
Shakil Qadir Khan

Chief’ Secretary Shakeel Qadir
Khan is ensuring strong
administrative coordination to
translate policy into on-ground
results with transparency and
speed.The beautification drive
focuses on key corridors,
including Quetta Airport Road,
Sariab Road, and major urban
centers of the city.

Y

Project Director
Engineer Muhammad Rafig Baloch

Mr. Rafiq Raloch is leading implementation with a resulis-
oriented and hands-on approach, accelerating long-
pending infrastructure works. Together, the leadership aims
to present a renewed image of Quelta—combining
devel hetics, and inable urhan planning

forfuture generations

I to City Heart: Quetta’s

Aodern Roads, Clean
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Local Government & Rural
Development Department Balochistan

Mir Sarfaraz Bugti
Chief Minister of Balochistan

*Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah's vision of unity, faith, and
discipline remains our guiding
light: On Quaid-e-Azam Day, we
reaffirm our commitment to
building a strong, inclusive, and
prosperous Pakistan through good

governance and public service.”

Empo
Strong Loca

titutions to

Empower the People of Balochistan

[

Advisor to Chief Minister on
Local Government
Nawabzada Amir Hamza Zehri

Chief Secretary Balochlstan
*Quaid-e-Azam’s principles of
“Quaid-e-Azam believed in integrity, dedication, and rule of
empowering institutions and Jaw continue to inspire the civil
strengthening the roots of
governance. By reinforcing local
governments, we honor his vision
of bringing development, justice,
and opportunity to every sense of national responsibility.”

community.”

service. On this historic day, we
ledge to serve the people with
honesty, efficiency, and a deep

Grassroots Governance for




