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Pink Bus Service Launched to Support Women’s
Transportation in Balochistan

Syed Muhammad Qaseem:

Balochistan has launched a
dedicated Pink Bus Service
aimed atproviding safe and dig-
nified transportation for
women and female students

across the province.

Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti said the initiative is de-
signed to make daily commut-
ing easier while ensuring pro-
tection and respect for women
travelers.

He added that the provin-

cial government intends to
keep the service running on a
permanent basis.

According to the Chief
Minister,

the program will be ex-
panded to additional districts in
the next phase so more women

can benefit from it.

Officials say the Pink Bus
Service is expected to improve
women s access to educauon

and heal

agenda focused on safe public
transport.

Bugti noted that efforts to
empower  women in

fauhm,s
and forms a key part of the
government’s broader reform

hi are continuing,
and shared the announcement
in a message posted on social
platform X.

Woman shot dead in
Wah Cantt in suspected
honour Killing

NEWS DESK:

A married woman was shot dead
at her father’s home in Rawalpindi
on Friday in what police de-
scribed as an honour killing al-
legedly orchestrated by her hus-
band and uncle through phone
and video calls from Qatar.

Samira Aziz, who had been
residing in Qatar with her hus-
band, was brought to Pakistan a
week earlier by two uncles under
what her sister later alleged was a
pretext. On the night of the inci-
dent, relatives arrived at the fam-
ily home in the Lalazar area of
Wah Cantt and, acting on instruc-
tions delivered via video call from
Qatar, allegedly shot her multiple
times.

According to the first infor-
‘mation report lodged by Sub-In-
spector Asif Iqbal Khan, the at-
tackers, identified as Waleed and
Asrar, who are close relatives of
Aziz’s father, entered the house
after her aunt was instructed by
phone to open the door. The FIR
states that Aziz’s husband,
Suleman, then made a video call
and directed the aunt to remove
Aziz’s sister from the room and
“let them finish Samira off”.

The two men allegedly drew
pistols and opened fire, hitting
Aziz in various parts of her body.
She died at the scene.

The motive, as cited in the
policereport, stemmed from sus-
picions by Aziz’s husband, who
had allegedly found her speak-
ing on the phone with another
man while in Qatar. Aziz’s sister,
Sana Khan, who was present dur-
ing the attack, provided a detailed
statement to the police. She said
that earlier in the evening several
male relatives, including her fa-
ther, Aziz Muhammad, and the two
uncles who had accompanied Aziz
from Qatar, had met at the house
before leaving. The women were
alone when the assailants arrived.

Rawalpindi City Police Of-
ficer Khalid Hamdani has taken
notice of the case, and police
have registered charges of mur-
der, honour killing and abetment.
The case has been filed on behalf
of the state. Aziz’s uncle, Imtiaz,
and her husband, Suleman, re-
‘main in Qatar. Police are conduct-
ing raids to arrest Waleed, Asrar
and Sabir, who was reportedly
standing guard at the door dur-
ing the incident. Authorities said
arrests are expected soon.

The case has drawn parallels
with recent honour killing inci-
dents in the region, including the
Perodhay jirga murder case, and
indicates that such crimes con-
tinue to occur in Pakistan despite
existing legal prohibitions.

FIA ASI shifted to
airport sanitation

NEWS DESK:

An assistant sub-inspector (ASI)
of the Federal Investigation
Agency’s (FIA) immigration wing
has been assigned to an adminis-
trative post at Karachi airport,
with duties related to cleanliness,
pest control and sewerage main-
tenance.

ASI Munawar Mehdi has been
placed in charge of administrative
oversight of washroom cleanli-
ness, pest-control measures and
sewerage upkeep at the airport,
in coordination with airport man-
agement authorities.

Under the order, Mehdi has
been instructed to submit hourly
reports on the condition of air-
port washrooms and to supervise
pest-control activity in sewerage
areas within the premises.

Sources at Karachi airport
said the posting followed the out-
come ofan internal inquiry against
the officer. They added that the
inquiry officer had recommended
that Mehdi not be posted at any
immigration check-post in future.

Under the inquiry outcome,
the FIA posted Mehdi to the
Deputy Director’s Office and
shifted him to an administrative
assignment, which officials s
was consistent with the inquiry’s
recommendations.

Polio drive misses target for 935,000

NEWS DESK:

The polio vaccination cam-
paign in Pakistan’s merged dis-
tricts was affected by security
concerns and population dis-
placement, officials said. More
than 935,000 children under
five were targeted for vacci-
nation in 2025, but authorities
said full coverage could not be
achieved.

Officials said thousands of
families from North and South
‘Waziristan, Bajaur and other
merged districts of Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa have migrated to
different parts of the country,
which has made monitoring
and vaccination efforts more
difficult.

According to the World
Health Organization (WHO),
19 polio cases were reported
among children in Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa in 2025. These
included four cases each in
North Waziristan, Lakki
Marwat and Tank; one each
in Dera Ismail Khan and
Lower Kohistan; two in

Torghar; and three in Bannu.

Officials said staffing and
operational levels for WHO
and UNICEF programmes in
the merged districts were re-

children in merged districts

duced last year, while WHO
funding was also curtailed,
which they said affected cam-
paign coverage.

Health authorities warned

that without coordinated vac-
cination during phases of dis-
placement and resettlement,
children in these arcas remain
at heightened risk. In Sindh,

officials said more than 12,000
children under five were re-
corded as missed during the fi-
nal polio campaign of 2025 in
Hyderabad and adjoining ar-
eas. Most refusals were re-
ported in Cantonment localities
and municipal towns including
Hussainabad, Preetabad,
Qasimabad and Tando Jam,
with absent houscholds and
parental refusals cited as key
reasons.

According to campaign
data, the final nationwide anti-
polio drive 0f2025 vaccinated
‘more than 44.6 million children
across Pakistan. Punjab re-
ported 22.9 million children
vaccinated, followed by Sindh
with 10.6 million, Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa with 7.15 million
imd Balochistan with 2.58 mil-

Officials said coverage in
Islamabad, Gilgit-Baltistan and
Azad Jammu and Kashmir
also contributed to the national
tally. They added that chal-
lenges in the merged districts
reflected localised disruptions
within specific high-risk areas.
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Balochistan Government
Abolishes Levies Force After
142 Years: Historic Merger with
Police Sparks Debate

Editorial: Nawab Aslam Raisani of that the merger under-
Inalandmark administra- the Pakistan Peoples mines their historical
tive reform, the Govern-  Party (PPP), restoring role, tribal identity, and
ment of Balochistan has  the Levies to their tradi-  trust-based relationship
abolished the historic tional structure. with local communities.
Levies Force after 142 Now, more than a A number of politi-
years, mergingitintothe decade later, the cal  parties in

Police. The i Assembly have also
decision, approved by has again legislated to opposed the move, de-
the Balochistan Cabinei, merge the Levies with scribing it as a “hasty
aims to modernize the the police, signaling the and non-consultative
province’s law enforce- government’s intent to decision.” They claim
ment system and en- build a unified, modern, that the Levies Force has
hance its law and order ~and well-cquipped law  historically playeda cru-
capacity — but it has enforcement system in cial role in maintaining

also sparked reserva- the province. peace in tribal areas
tions among Levies per- Government’s where the police system
sonnel and opposition Stance: Modernization remains ineffective.
from several political and Uniformity Critics argue that
parties. The provincial merginga tribal commu-
A Force Rooted in  government describes nity-based security
History the decision as partofa _structure into a centrai-

The Levies Force of larger strategy to ensure ized police institution
Balochistan was estab- professional policing, could disrupt local dy-
lished in 1883 by Sir better coordination, and namics and alienate the

obert Sandeman, the modern security man- public. Some parties
British political agent agement. have demanded a parlia-
and administrator of the Chief Minister Mir mentary review of the
region. The force’s core  Sarfraz Bugti stated that ~ cabinet’s decision be-
responsibilities included ~ integrating the Levies fore full implementation.

Addressing Poverty and Inequality: A Call for

Sincere Leadership and Perpetual Reforms

maintaining law and or-  with the police will en- ADivisive but De-

der, protecting vital in- hance counterterrorism fining Reform By Amjad Rashid:

stallauom and collect- capacity, digital moni- Despite lhe oppcm- Povertyand mequallty

ing taxes and livestock toring, anc i tion, the B 1 Tike

revenue in tribal areas. i X G remains firm | TUCh like .
The Levies Forceof  “This merger will on its stance, describing | disasters, afflict soci-

Balochistan was estab- help establish one uni- the merger as a step to-
lished in 1883 by Sir form policing systemin ward institutional mod-
Robert Sandeman, the Balochistan. The gov- ernization, national inte-
Bnush political agent ernment will pmvlde gration, and profes-
ofthe modern sional law

regmn The force’s core  training toall personnel Supporters of the
responsibilities included  to effectively deal with ~decision believe it will
maintaining law and or-  terrorism and extrem- bring uniformity, trans-
der, protecting vital in- ism,” the Chief Minister parency, and account-
stallations, and collect- said. Officials empha- ability across all dis-
ing taxes and livestock  size that the reform will tricts, enabling the prov-
revenue in tribal areas.  strengthen institutional ince to better combat

Previous Reforms  structure, reduce dupli- militancy and improve
and Political Reversals  cation, and ensure bet- ~coordination with federal

The merger of the ter governance in re- security agencies such
Levies Force into the mote and conflict-prone as the Frontier Corps

police is not unprec- districts. (FC)and Counter-Terror-
edented. During the ten- Reservations and ism Department (CTD).
ure of General Pervez Political Opposition The coming months
Musharraf, the force was However, the deci-  will reveal whether this

mmallymergedwllh the sion has not been met bold reform strengthens
police under then-Chief  with universal approval. Balochistan’s security
Minister Jam Levies  personnel apparatus or fuels ad-
Muhammad Yousaf. across several districts ministrative and political
However, themove was have expressed strong friction within the prov-
reversed in 2008 by reservations, arguing ince.

eties worldwide, in-
cluding  Pakistan.
These are not natural
phenomena but rather
systemic issues rooted
in human actions and
policies. To eradicate
this disease, national
governments must
craft i

-y

awakening and a shift However, reliance  emerges as a viable tential, and fostering
in approach, the cure on  the  failing solution. It necessi- transparent gover-
will remain elusive. neoliberal order is fu- tates moving beyond nance free from cor-
Moreover, atthe inter-  tile; instead, a para- the romanticized no- ruption. The path for-
national level, institu- digm shifttowards sus- tions of democracy ward does notdemand
tions such as the IMF, tainable solutions is and socialism towards ~extraordinary intellect
World Bank, and the imperative. pragmatic approaches but rather sincere lead-
UN must prioritize so- In Pakistan, the that address our ership committed to
cial and cultural rights establishment of ro- unique challenges. implementing existing
over neoliberal agen- bust local governance Special economic  solutions.

das, especially as the structures with finan- zones, The concept of
global order under- cial decentralization is coupled with ini- Basic Democracy
goes significant decay. paramount. tiatives for youth de- warrants reevaluation,

The chall of

strategies aimed at
safeguarding future
generations from its
scourge.

In Pakistan, the
onus lies heavily on
our political elite, span-
ning all parties, to rec-
ognize the gravity of
the situation and redi-
rect their efforts to-
wards combating this
man-made affliction.
Without a collective

Political lites pos-  velopment and the with a focus on
poverty alleviation, sess a window of op- expansion of remit- strengthening local
malnutrition, stunted portunity to empower tances, offer short- bodies to eradicate
growth, inadequate local bodies and enact term relief while per- poverty and pursue
sanitation, and unem- pro-poor policies. petuating reforms to enduring prosperity
ployment are perva- The Chinese broaden the tax base through perpetual re-
sive across South Asia model serves asabea- and reduce depen- forms.

and Africa. Collabora- con ofinspiration, dem- dency on electoral It is incumbent
tive efforts between onstrating the efficacy politics. upon all stakeholders
these regions, b of such strategies South Asia, inpar- responsible for the
stered by partnerships  when implemented ef-  ticular, requires a con- nation’s development
with nations like fectively. certed effort towards  to prioritize this agenda
China, hold promise in Regional connec- regional connectivity, and steer Pakistan to-
addressing these is- tivity, underpinned by resource exploration, wards a brighter fu-
sues. a long-term vision, harnessing youth po- ture.

Energy shortage in Balochistan

Ajmal khan ing an acute energy
Poverty isnot astaticor shortage that has
fixed phenomenon.Itisa stopped the develop-
multi-dimensional idea ment not only in the
that encompasses qual- economic and agricul-
ity in almost every ture sector, but also in
sphere of life, ranging every walk of life. Ac-
from calorie intake, life cording to a document
expectancy, living stan- submitted to the Na-
dards, literacy, and ac- tional Assembly of Pa-
cess to modern energy kistan, only 36% of
services. This type of Balochistan is electri-
poverty is always ex- fied, while the remaining
pressed from an income  64% of Balochistan still
perspective. Sticking doesn’t have access to
with the non-income di-  energy. Due to the scat-
mensions of poverty, tered population living
such as health, educa- in rural areas, it is impos-
tion and living stan- sible to electrify them. In
dards, are as important 2018, the total demand
as employment. of Balochistan was 1650
The two energy in- MW, but supply was
dicators of non-income limited to 600 MW, and
dimensions, including in 2019 the demand has
electricity (no access to  been raisedto 2500 MW.
electricity) and cooking Energy Projects in
fuels (wood, dung and CPEC:
charcoal), constitute Energy is the
poverty. Goal no. 7 of prominent component
SDGs contains universal of China Pakistan Eco-
access to modern en- nomic Corridor (CPEC).
ergyservices, increasing  Almost 70% of the CPEC
energy efficiency, and projects were related to
increasing renewable the energy sector,which
energy share. As we comprises thermal,
know, energy plays a vi- hydral, coal and wind.
tal role in the develop- Unfortunately,
ment process of a coun- Balochistan is being left
try, but incase of Paki- out of these projects.
stan, energy poverty is Out of 13 mega projects energy beyond 500 MW.
the largest single drain related to energy, six The two transmission
on Pakistan's cconomy.  projects are being lo- - lines worth $4 billion will
‘When we talk about  cated in Punjab, six in run from Matiari to
Balochistan, itis the di- Sindh and one in Faisalabad and Lahore,
rect and major victim of  Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. respectively. These
energy crisis, and has Once again, the energy- transmission lines are
slowed down the growth  starved and downtrod- providing 4000 MW to
of the province. den province has been Punjab. Looking at this
Balochistan is the larg- ignored and not given picture, the overall situ-
est  province  of itsdue share tofulfil its ation in rural Balochistan
Pakistanhavingan area energy demands.The is worse, where 85% of
of347,190 kmsquareand energy generated by  the population lives and
a  population of these projects will not some  areas  in
12,344,408 people. The give any relief to the Balochistan are not even
major portion of the consumers in linked with the national
population live in rural Balochistan. grid systems. This is an
areas, constituting The already in- alarmingsituation where
T245%. stalled transmission a major portion of the
Only 36 Percent of lines are inadequate, population still doesn’t
Balochistan has access and the province does have access to electric-
to energy: not have the capability - ity, and it will further de-
Balochistan is fac- and capacity to absorb teriorate the growth of

the province.
Energy Production
in Balochistan:
Balochistan is pro-
ducing about 2422 MW
of electricity using gas-
based thermal. Almost all
the electricity generated
in the province is being
transmitted to other
provinces. Electricity
has been purchased by
QESCO from two au-
tonomous power pro-
ducers include the Uch
power plant and
Habibullah Coastal
Power plant. The prov-
ince also receives elec-
tricity from Iran and pro-
vides it to the areas
along the border. The
federal government ini-

enough to generate elec-
tricity. In this line, Paki-
stan Council of Renew-
able Energy Technolo-
gies (PCRET) has elec-
1 trified 1600 villages

along the coastal side of
Sindh and Balochistan.
A study suggested that
the coastal belt of Paki-
stan can produce 50,000
MW through wind re-
sources. Tominimize the
cost of these
projects,the government
should encourage local
manufacturersof wind
turbines.

In this regard, to
overcome the energy
poverty in Balochistan,
the federal government
canplayavital role in al-
leviating energy pov-
erty by using renewable
energy resources in elec-
trifying the rural areas of
Balochistan keeping in
view the solar radiance
and wind speed,there is
a huge potential
forrenewable energy in
the province. They
should not electrify the
far-flung areas with con-
ventional grid-based
methods because it will
maximize their cost as
the traditional modes of
tiative to reduce load- tanttoinvestinthe prov- provide a solar panel to energy are expensive,
shedding will not posi- ince due tolack of infra- ~each house that is more and in the longrun, it
tively impact the prov- structure, revenue gen- economical and cost ef- cannot meet the energy
ince because the existing  eration and security. ficient. It will empower ~demand for sustainable
transmission lines are Considering all the socio-economic development. The gov-
not that much capable of  these factors, solar en- conditions of the popu- ernment should provide
supplying any load be- ergy remains the best lation living in rural ar- the due share in CPEC
yond 600 MW. There is source because eas. related energy projects
not asingle 500kV grid  Balochistan receives the The Wind Corridor to the province.
station in the province. largest solar radiance in of Balochistan and Suppose the issues re-

No doubt, it is im- its area. Government’s efforts: lated to energy poverty
possible to provide and According to a Besides solar en- are not taken seriously,
extend transmission World Bank assessment, ergy, the wind energy is the dream of achieving
lines to the far-flung ar-  Balochistan receives the ~another essential source  SDGs will never be
eas because it will cost highest average sunlight and Balochistan has achieved, and the al-
too much. The electric- in the world, which beenblessed withahigh ready poverty-stricken
ity demand in rural areas makes it rich in solar en-  rate of wind speeds. The province will observe
of Balochistan is very ergy. Keeping in view Pakistan Meteorologi- more difficulties in the
low and the houses in these factors and in spite = cal Department (PMD), ~coming days.
rural areas need only of extending the trans-  in their shared data, sug- The author is a re-
lighting for roomed huts  mission lines to the far- gested that the wind search officer, member of
built of mud. Further- flung and remote areas, speed in the coastal area Balochistan Think Tank
more, investors feel hesi- the government should of the province is Network.
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Karachi sees spate of road

accidents as New Year begins

NEWS DESK: Multiple
traffic incidents have
been reported on
Karachi’s roads since
the start of the new year,
including one near
Landhi Hospital
Chowrangi where a 26-
year-old woman riding a
motorcycle was killed af-
ter being hit by a trailer
carrying containers.

Tn a separate inci-
dent in Orangi Town’s
Sector 11V, Hawagoath,
a man was killed after
being hit by an uniden-
tified vehicle. Mean-
while, on Mehran High-
way near a rice ware-
house, a truck carrying
logs overturned and dis-
rupted traffic, though no
casualties were re-
ported. Landhi Hospital
accident The accident
took place on Friday
morning near Landhi
Hospital Chowrangi in
the Quaidabad police
limits, when a trailer
struck a motorcycle, kill-

ing a26-year-old woman
identified as Bushra.

Witnesses  said
some bystanders threw
stones at the trailer,
breaking its windshield,
after which the driver
fled the scene. Police
later arrived at the site
and shifted the body to
Jinnah Postgraduate
Medical Centre for
medico-legal formalities,
while the motorcycle
and trailer were im-
pounded.

SHO Quaidabad
Muhammad Ali Shah
said Bushra worked at a
factory in the Landhi Ex-
port Processing Zone
and belonged to Okara,
Punjab, where her burial
is planned. He added
that family members
have requested that the
trailer remain in police
custody until after the
funeral.

In another incident
in Orangi Town’s Sector
11% near Zaitoon

Madrasa, a 40-year-old
unidentified man was
killed in a traffic inci-
dent. The body was
shifted to Abbasi
Shaheed Hospital, while
police and the crime
scene unit carried out an
inspection. Officials said
preliminary information
suggested the incident
may have occurred at
night in a collision with
a heavy vehicle. As the
victim could not be iden-
tified due to lack of fin-
gerprint records, the
body was later moved to
the Edhi morgue after
post-mortem.

Meanwhile, on
Mehran Highwaynear a
rice warehouse, a truck
carrying logs over-
turned disrupting traffic.
Traffic police said the
accident occurred due to
potholes on the road. No
injuries were reported
and the vehicle was later
removed to restore traf-

c flow.

K-P CM rolls out online bpen
courts beginning from Bajaur

NEWS DESK: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Min-
ister Sohail Afridi has
launched a series of
online open courts, be-
ginning from Bajaur dis-
trict, to hear public com-
plaints and issue direc-
tions to the relevant au-
thorities.
During the inaugu-
ral session, Afridi di-
rected officials to re-
solve public complaints
within 14 days and sub-
mit detailed reports.
“We are moving forward
on the pattern of our
leader Imran Khan’
sion, “Your Prime Mini
ter with you,”” he said.
le ordered immedi-
ate action on complaints
related to a lack of basic
facilities in schools and

staff absenteeism, and
directed that issues
faced by second-shift
teachers be resolved on
apriority basis

Afiidi also directed
the implementation of
the minimum monthly
wage policy and in-
structed that salaries be
transferred directly into
teachers’

accounts. He said
the provincial standard
of one teacher per 40
students must be en-
forced.

The chief minister
further ordered strict en-
forcement of passenger
limits and fare lists in
public transport across
the province, warning
that licences of opera-
tors found violating

rules would be can-
celled.

Afridi also in-
structed health authori-
ties to ensure doctors’
attendance in hospitals
and take prompt action
on public complaints,
directing the relevant
officials to conduct sur-
prise inspections where
necessary.

The chief minister
announced the restora-
tion of the former FATA
Games, saying the initia-
tive would provide
sports opportunities for
tribal youth. He also di-
rected officials to ad-
dress complaints related
to link-road rehabilita-
tion, water supply and
other basic services in
Bajaur.

Adil Raja, six others handed double
life sentences for 'digital terrorism'

NEWS DESK: AnAnti-
Terrorism Court (ATC) in
Islamabad has handed
down double life sen-
tences to YouTuber Adil
Raja, formerarmy official
Syed Akbar Hussain,
and journalists Wajahat
Saeed Khan, Sabir
Shakir, Moeed Pirzada,
Shaheen Sehbai, and
Haider Mehdi.

The sentences were
announced by ATC
Judge Tahir Abbas Sipra
in cases regarding “digi-
tal terrorism” against
state lmlmmone during
May9,

Thc pmsc(,ulmn
represented by Raja
Naveed Hussain Kiani,
presented 24 witnesses
before the court. On re-
quest of the prosecu-
tion, the trial was con-
cluded in the absence of
the accused, who were
represented by court-
appointed counsel, Ad-
vocate Gulfam Ashraf
Goraya.

According to the
court orders, each ac-
cused was sentenced to
rigorous life imprison-

ment under Section 121
of the Pakistan Penal
Code (PPC) which per-
tains to waging, attempt-
ing to wage war or abet-
ting waging of war
against Pakistan. An-
other rigorous life im-
prisonment was ordered
under Section 120-B of
the PPC for criminal con-
spiracy. In addition to
the lifé terms, the court
awarded each convict an
additional 35 years rig-
orous imprisonment
across five counts,
along witha total fine of
Rs1.5 million.

These include 10-
year sentences under
Section 121-A of the PPC
for conspiracy to commit
offences, punishable by
Section 121, and Section
131 of the PPC for abet-
ting mutiny or attempt-
ing to seduce a soldier,
sailor, or airman from

u

tyUﬂder the Anti-Ter-
rorism Act (ATA) 1997,
they were further sen-
tenced to three separate
5-year rigorous impris-
onment terms: Section

11-W for printing, pub-
lishing, or disseminating
material to incite hatred
or giving projection to
any person convicted
for a terrorist act, Sec-
tion 21(i) for abetment of
the offense, and Section
(i) for acts of terrorism.

The court ordered
that all sentences run
concurrently. While the
proceedings were con-
cluded in absentia, the
convicts retain the right
to file an appeal in the
Islamabad High Court
within seven days. All
sentences remain sub-
ject to final confirmation
by the High Court.

Further, the court
extended the benefit of
Section 382-B of the
Code of Criminal Proce-
dure which allows for a
period of detention to be
considered while award-
ing a sentence of impris-
onment.

The relevant SHOs
have been directed to
take the convicts, cur-
rently  considered
absconders, into cus-
ody.

Ex-Imran aide Shahzad Akbar says UK residence
subjected to ‘deliberate, targeted’ attack

NEWS DESK
Former special assi
tant to the prime min-
ister (SAPM) Mirza
Shahzad Akbar has
said that his house in
the United Kingdom

has been living in self-
imposed exile — was
subjected to a “delib-
crate and targeted
criminal attack with
the intent to cause se-
rious harm”.

The development
comes a little over a
wecek after Akbar said
he suffered a frac-

tured nose and other + Sy

facial injuries after Akbar maintained being treated as tar- that an unk-nown as-
being attacked at his it was the second geted attacks”. sailant dressed in
home. such attack “within “The UK hasa le- “construction  or

Inaposton X on one week against my gal and moral obliga- waste-collection at-
Thursday, Akbar said home, myself, and my tion to exhaust all ti ked him in
that his home in family, each carried available powers and idge.
Cambridgeshire, En- out with clear mali- resources to ensure “ThL individual
gland came under at- cious intent”. that it remains a safe asked, ‘Are you
tack on December 31, He held that the country for all, par- Shahzad Akbar?” and

to ensure the safety of
dissidents.

“Violence will not
intimidate me or deter
me from speaking
out,” he wrote, vow-
ing to continue expos-
ing “corruption, human
rights violations, and
the erosion of demo-
cratic norms in Paki-
stan

This is the third
such incident Akbar
has reported since
November 2023, when
a masked individual
threw acidic liquid at
Akbar’s home in
Hertfordshire. While
Akbar had initiated le-
gal action alleging Pa-
kistani state involve-
ment, Pakistan’s For-
eign Office has “cat-
egorically rejected”
those claims as “pre-
posterous”.

Recently declarcd
a imed offender

2025, in a “deliberate  incidents were notiso- ticularly for political bt.gan as-
and targeted criminal lated. dissidents and individu-  saulting me,” Akbar
attack with the intent “I was physically als at risk of persecu- posted on X.
to cause serious assaulted ina targeted tion,” he further said. “I sustained facial
harm”. attack on Dec 24, Dawn has ap- injuries, including
He said that the leaving me with sub- proached Metropolitan bruising and a frac-
perpetrators “crimi- stantial injuries,” police for further de- tured nose.”
nally damaged the Akbar recalled. tails. The former ac-
property and at- He added that UK Akbar, who was countability adviser
tempted to set it on authorities were ac- theaccountabilityczar termed the assault
fire, placing lives at tively investigating in the PTI govern- “cowardly” and urged
i diate risk”. both events, which are _ment, said last week _the British government

by an Islamabad
court, Akbar also
faces extradition ef-
forts. Last month, In-
terior Minister Mohsin
Nagqvi had met United
Kingdom High Com-
missioner Jane
Marriott and handed
over extradition pa-
pers for Akbar.

ECP sends notice to Shafiullah Jan, seeks explanation

over Haripur by-poll allegations

NEWS DESK: The from 602 polling sta- VlCWLd the matter and  the institution.”
Election Commission tions.” “is of the considered Jan has been di-
of Pakistan (ECP) on SOul‘CLS sald thc view that allegations rected to explain his
Friday sent a notice to ) in X made in the said state- position regarding the
the Adviser to the “haseless allegauons ment are incorrect, statements he made
Chief Minister of were made against misleading, and not and provide “concrete
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa the commission con- supported by any evi- and verifiable” evi-
(KP), Shafiullah Jan, cerning the conductof dence”. dence to support his
secking an explanation the Haripur by-elec- Sources saud that claim within the next
for h statement tions, including the such statements, seven days.
blaming the electoral suance of Form-47 when made publicly Appropriate ac-
body for irregularities from Islamabad, the without any verifiable tion, in accordance
during the Haripur by- non-uploading of evidence, create “un- with the law, will be
elections last year, Form-45 on its necessary confusion taken against Jan if he

ces said. website, and other and adversely affect fails to provide evi-

During a press claimsofirregularities. public confidence” in dence during the
conference on De- They further the electoral process. stipulated time period,
cember 19, Jan added that the elec- “It appears to be said sources.
blamed the ECP for toral body had re- an anempl to malign In November, by-

X

electoral irregularities,
and claimed Form 47
was issued from
Islamabad instead of
the returning officer’s
office.

“This was a sin-
gular yet bizarre event
in the country’s his-
tory, when a Form-47
was issued from
Islamabad,” adding
that “ECP didn’t up-
load all Form-45s from
602 polling stations in
the constituency, nor
could the PML-N pro-
duce all Form-45s

Spectrum-starved country’: I'T minister says govt to

elections were held for
six national and seven
provincial assembly
seats, in which PML-
N secured almost all
the seats except one.
However, the opposi-
tion party PTI alleged
rigging and rejected
the results.

For the NA-18
(Haripur) secat, PTI-
backed independent
candidate Shehrnaz
Omar Ayub, wife of
former opposition
leader Omar Ayub,
was defeated by
PML-N’s Babar
Nawaz.

The seat was va-
cated by Omar Ayub
Khan upon his disquali-
fication by the ECP
over convictions in
various cases.

The Free and Fair
Election Network
(Fafen), an electoral
monitoring body, also
reported that by-elec-
uons were marred by

“recurring violations™
of campaigning re-
strictions and “gaps™
in results transpar-
ency.

auction 600 MHz spectrum next month

NEWS DESK: Federal
Minister for IT and Tele-
communications Shaza
Fatima Khawaja an-
nounced on Friday that
Pakistan would auction
the 600 megahertz (MHz)
spectrum next month to
provide better internet
speeds and roll out 5G
in the country.

In a meeting last
week, the Economic Co-
ordination Committee
(ECC) approved the pro-
cess of auctioning the
600 MHz spectrum
within two months.

“The spectrum
available for our telecom
industry is extremely lim-
ited,” said the minister
while addressing the
media in Islamabad, and
added that telcos “pro-
vide services in the e A
country using just the trum. In South Asia, cmphasiscd that the press conference along-
274MHz". Bangladesh, India, internet was “critical in- side the finance minister,

“We are a spec- Bhutan, the Maldives, frastructure,” like roads Khawaja said that the
trum-starved country,” and Sri Lanka have used to be in the past.  government was trying
she said. launched 5G networks “The internet plays to ensure that the auc-

“We are a country nationwide, while Paki- a crucial role in the de- tion is completed by the
of 240 million people stan, Nepal, and Af- velopment of the social end of January or early
with only 274 MHz of ghanistan have yettodo sector, large-scale eco- February.
spectrum,” she stated, so. nomic policies, and na- The federal minister
adding that The federal minister tional and personal se- said that in the auction,
“Bangladesh, withabout maintained that spec- curity. Without this additional bands were
two-thirds of Pakistan’s  trum availability in Paki- [600MHz] level of con-  being offered in Pakistan
population, provides 600  stan was the lowest in nectivity, we cannot for the first time, which
Mz the region due to the ab- move forward,” she would not only improve

The spectrumiis the ~ sence of any major spec- maintained. 3G and 4G quality but
range of radio frequen- trum auction for many The IT minister said  also ensure the rollout of
cies that carries wireless  years. that it is vital to perceive  5G services.
signals for mobile “Itwill not onlyim-  the internet and connec- She stressed that
phones, the internet, TV, prove our 3G and 4G ser- tivity as an “enabling the internet was integral
and radio. Mobile net- vices, butalso introduce tool” that will unlock the to the government’s
works like3G4Gand5G  5G in Pakistan for the country’s “ economic digitisation efforts as
operate by sending data  first time,” she elabo- potential and create em- part of the Digital Nation
over specific frequency rated. ployment™. Pakistan Act, 2025.

bands within this spec- ‘The federal minister Last week, duringa In November, the

consultant for the 5G
spectrum auction pre-
sented its report to the
government,which had
remained stalled due to
the merger of PTCL and
Telenor and litigation
over the 2600 MHz band.

The report, pre-
pared by US-based
consultancy firm Na-
tional Economic Re-
search  Associates
(NERA), noted that Pa-
kistan was offering
606MHz of new spec-
trum across six major
bands: 700MHz,
1800MHz, 2100MHz,
2300MHz, 2600MHzand
3500MHz.

The 2600MHz band
was considered the
most suitable for 5G.
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First-ever Thalassemia mobile van inaugurated in Karachi

KARACHI (INP): Paki-
stan inaugurated its

blood disorder.
Speaking at the

gence by both the gov-
ernment and the public.

there is a risk of having
a child with i

bone marrow donor. He make  thalassemia

that the

lighted the importance
of blood

challenges, the minister
referenced the difficul-

He stressed the need for
mandatory premarital
testing, particularly for
males, explaining that
when two carriers of

Jassemia minor marry,

first-ever Thalassemia
mobile van in Karachi,
aimed at providing ac-
cessible screening and
care for patients suffer-
ing from the genetic

launch, Federal Health
Minister Mustafa Kamal
described the rising
number of thalassemia
patients as alarming and
attributed it to negli-

major.
“Everyone is aware
of this, yet very few get
tested before marriage,”
he said.
The minister high-

I%LAMABAD Prime MmlslerMuhnmmﬂd Shchhsz%hnnlmurs the Federal thct Meeting.
Three of family die in cars’ collision
in Nawabshah

formed and shifted the friend in Nawabshah.
dead and injured to Police further said
People's Medical Hos-  that these students
pital. were returning to

According to po- Hyderabad on heavy
lice, the deceased bikes when the acci-
were residents of the dent occurred. Ac-
Bandhi area and were cording to police, the
coming accident occurred as
Nawabshah. the driver lost control

Earlier on De- of the passenger
cember 31,2025, one bus.In Quetta, the
Palestinian student price of a 20 kg flour
died, and three be- bag has increased
came critically injured from Rs2,400 to be-

NAWABSHAH
(INP): Three people,
including a woman,
were killed and two
others received seri-
ous injuries ina tragic
road accident in
Nawabshah on Friday
morning

Accordmg to de-
tails, the accident oc-
curred near Bachri
Chowrangi area of
Nawabshah where
two cars collided

mill owners under
pressure.

Badruddin, Cen-
tral Chairman of Pa-
kistan Flour Mills As-
sociation,

while speaking to
media, said that wheat
and flour supply chains
have been practically
restricted. As a result,
flour shortages have
intensified across vari-
ous regions of the
country, especially in

3

head-on, killing three on Wednesday when tween Rs2,450andRs Balochistan and
people on the spotand a speedy bus collided 2.500. K hyber
critically injuring two with a motorcycle in Meanwhile, the Pakhtunkhwa.

Nawabshah.
Police said that

children.

The dead people
were later identified as
Kashif Araian, Tahir
Araian and Anum
Araian and the injured
children are Ahmad
and Azlan.

Police and rescue
teams reached the
spot after being in-

Seven media men awarded
life terms in May 9
digital terrorism case

ISLAMABAD
(INP): An anti-terror-
ism court (ATC) in
Islamabad has sen-
tenced five individuals,
including prominent
online commentators, decision and later pro-
to multiple life terms nounced the verdict.
for what it described According to the
as digital terrorism court’s ruling, Sabir
against state institu- Shakir, Moeed Pirzada
tions during the violent and  Syed Akbar
events of May 9. Hussain were con-
ATC Judge Tahir victed in a case regis-
Abbas Sipra an- tered at Aabpara po-
nounced the reserved lice station, while
verdict, sentencing Shaheen  Sehbai,
Adil Raja, Haider Haider Mechdi and
Mehdi, Moeed Wajahat Saced were
Pirzada, Wajahat convicted in a sepa-
Saced and Sabir rate case registered at
Shakir to two life im- Ramna police station.
prisonments each. Prosecutor Raja
The court also Naveed Hussain Kiani
awarded an additional represented the state,
cumulative sentence while Advocate
of 35 years under Gulfam Ashraf
various provisions of Goraya appeared on
the Anti-Terrorism Act  behalf of the accused
and imposed fines to- afler being appointed

He added that un-
less the supply system
is restored, the crisis
may go from bad to
worse.

The public fears
that if the issue is not
addressed promptly,
getting basic food
items will soon feel
like chasing a shadow.

Illegal moun-
tain cutting
banned under

Section 144
ABBOTTABAD (INP):

Deputy Commissioner
Abbottabad, Sarmad
Saleem Akram on Friday
imposed a complete ban
under Section 144 of the
Criminal Procedure Code
on illegal cutting of
mountains, excavation,
and the extraction of
soil, stones, and rocks
across the district.

According to the
notification, the ban has
been enforced in view of
the serious environmen-
tal damage caused by
unchecked mountain
cutting. The deputy
commissioner said such
activities increase the
risks of landslides, soil
erosion, disruption of
natural drainage sys-
tems, and pose serious
threats to life and prop-
erty, particularly during
the monsoon season.

He added that these
practices are against
public interest and gov-
ernment policies.

The notification
strictly prohibits unau-

price of a 50 kg bag
has shot up from Rs
the  motorcyclists 6,000 to Rs6,500,
were students of whilea 100 kg bag has
Liaquat University of now crossed
Medical and Health Rs12,000.

Sciences (LUMHS), The soaring prices
Jamshoro, and they have put a heavy bur-
were en route to denonhouschold bud-
Quaid-e-Awan Uni- gets, leaving the pub-
versity after meetinga lic worried and flour

der anti-terrorism
laws. During the pro-
ceedings, the prosecu-
tion presented 24 wit-
nesses, after which
the court reserved its

ing which violent pro-
tests targeted state in-
stallations across the
country.

In a similar case
related to the May 9
riots, an anti-terrorism
court in Lahore in Au-
gust 2025 sentenced
senior Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI)
leaders, including Dr
Yasmin Rashid,

Ijaz Chaudhry,
Mehmoodur Rashid
and Omar Sarfraz
Cheema, to 10 years
in prison, while acquit-
ting former foreign
minister Shah
Mehmood Qureshi.

That verdict, an-
nounced by ATC
Judge Manzar Ali Gul
at Kot Lakhpat Jail,
also saw PTI leaders
Aaliya Hamza and
Sanam Javed sen-
tenced to five years
cach. Several other

screening mandatory
before marriage, aiming
to prevent the birth of
children with the severe
form of the disease.
Addressin
broader public health

ties of vaccination cam-
paigns, including polio,
where vaccines are
sometimes misrepre-
sented as foreign con-
spiracies.

government has simpli-
fied pre-transplant ap-
proval processes to fa-
cilitate timely treatment.

Mustafa Kamal
urged authorities to

and bone marrow trans-
plants as the primary
treatment for thalas-
semia. He noted that
only one in 50,000 pa-
tients finds a compatible

Winter’s thickest fog swallows Punjab,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) cities

PESHAWAR (INP): ter season as it swal- Pakhtunkhwa. from 10:00 am to 6:00
‘What it seemed to be lowed the whole city The following pm.The Motorway
this winter season’s of Lahore. Severe motorways were police have appealed
thickest fog engulfeda cold coupled with haz- closed for all kinds of the drivers to use the
number of cities in ardous air qualitycom- traffic: Grand Trunk (GT)
Punjab and Khyber bined to disrupt normal M-1 from Road for travelling.

Pakhtunkhwa on Fri-
daymorning, reducing
visibility to almost zero
and shutting down
major motorways.

The fog was
dense in Lahore, the
thickest of the season,
disrupting carly morn-
ing commuters’ move-
ments as it blurred
their wind shields and
helmet glasses. Ve-
hicles moved at a
crawling pace, motor-
ists relied heavily on
fog lights, and traffic
congestion was re-
ported on several ar-
terial roads.

Peshawar to Rikshai
and from Swabi to
Burhan, M-2 from
Lahore to Kot Momin,
M-4  from Abdul
Hakeem to Multan,
M-5 from Multan to
Zahir Pir, and M-11
from Lahore to
Sialkot. Motorway
Police Central Region
spokesperson Syed
Imran Ahmed said the
primary objective of
the closures was to
ensure the safety of
motorists and passen-
gers during hazardous
fog conditions.
According to the
motorway  police
sources, safe travel
times during fog are

CM Maryam Nawaz
launches major initiative
to promote aquaculture,

shrimp farming
LAHORE (INP): Punjab

life across the region,
severely impacting
road, rail and air travel.
A sharp drop in
temperatures,  ex-
tremely low visibility
and poor pollution lev-
els caused widespread
delays and inconve-
nience for thousands
of commuters and
passengers.
Minimum tem-
peratures across cities
intensified the cold
wave conditions.
Different sections
of the motorways had
again closed for traf-
fic after dense fog en-
Commuters said gulfed large parts of
the fog was the worst lhe Pun_]ab and
during the current win- y b e r

Minister commends
FBR for achieving
highest tax collection

ISLAMABAD

(INP): Federal Minis-
ter for Finance and

They have also urged
the drivers to drive
slowly and switch on
fog lights while driving.
The motorway police
have also requested
people to stay home
and avoid unnecessary
travelling.

Dense fog has
also disrupted traffic
atseveral places in the
province on the Na-
tional Highways, with
visibility ranging from
zero to 100 meters.
The Motorway police
have also informed
that for assistance or
guidance, motorists
can contact the
NHMP Helpline at

0.

)

of the government's
fiscal reform agenda

and sustained focus on 5,320 metres of drainage

Revenue  Senator compliance, enforce- | ChiefMinister Maryam  work has been finalized.
Muhammad mentanddigitization. | Nawaz Sharifhas taken Surveys for an addi-
Aurangzeb has lauded  Aurangzeb urged | amajor steptoward pro- ~tional 10 acres have also

moting aquaculture in
the province, particu-
larly shrimp farming,

Under the new
plan, shrimp estates will
be developed over a to-
tal area of 5,600 acres in
Sargodha and Alipur.
The project seeks to
transform barren and
aline lands into produc-
tive assets through
modern shrimp farming
practices, markinga sig-
nificant milestone in
Punjab’s agricultural
and economic develop-
ment.

According to offi-
cial updates, the 15th
daily progress report of
the Sargodha shrimp
farming project has been
released.

So far, nine shrimp
ponds have been com-
pleted on 20 acres, while

been completed as part
of the next phase.

Meanwhile, a qual-
ity control laboratory
being established in
Lahore ata cost of Rs4.5
billion is nearly complete,
with 99% of construction
finished. A separate
laboratory
Muzaffargarh, dc;lg'ncd
to support shrimp farm-
ing research and provide
a favorable environment
for aquaculture, has also
reached 98% comple-
tion.

To support capacity
building, Pakistani ex-
perts have completed
training visits to Saudi
Arabia and Mexico, while
international specialists
Jeffrey and Jamie
Dominguez have visited
Pakistan to provide tech-
nical guidance.

the Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR) field
formations for achiev-
ing the highest tax col-
lection ever recorded
in the month of De-
cember. Senator
Aurangzeb said this
while  addressing
Team FBR and field
formations via a video
link conference in
Islamabad on Friday.
The Federal Board of
Revenue collected
1,427.1 billion rupees
in December 2025,
achieving 99 percent
of its monthly target of
1,446 billion rupees.
The finance minister
described the Decem-
ber 2025 performance
as a strong validation

the FBR field forma-
tions to further inten-
sify their efforts and
double down on initia-
tives aimed at deepen-
ing and widening the
tax net. The minister
emphasized that better
tax compliance and
enforcement mea-
sures is the only sus-
tainable way to case
the tax burden on the
formal sector. He said
the government's
strategy of digitizing
the economy, promot-
ing cashless transac-
tions, and strengthen-
ing enforcement while
maintaining business
momentum has begun
to deliver tangible and
sustainable results.

ISLAMABAD: The Hon'ble Chief Justice of Pakistan, Mr. Justice Yahya Afridi, being presented with)
 souvenir by Mr. Farhan Aziz Khawaja, Director General, Civil Service Academy, who led the delega-
ion of the 53rd Common Training Program, at the Supreme Court of Pakistan.

orized
mountains, use ofheavy
machinery, and the trans-
portation and disposal
of extracted soil and
stones.

accused were con-
victed or acquitted in
separate arson and
vandalism  cases
linked to the unrest.

tallingRs1.5 million. by the court.

The trial was con- The verdict
ducted in absentia on comes amid a series
the prosecution’s re- of convictions related
quest, as permitted un-  to the May 9 riots, dur-

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Senate Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani in a group photograph with participants of
the National Workshop Balochistan at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

Fisheries reforms key to boost exports,
sustainable revenue: Junaid Anwar

ISLAMABAD Pakistani seafood ex- sters, squid, cuttlefish development”, they
(INP): Federal Min- porters. and bivalves, which added.
ister for Maritime Af- The  remarks could support value- According to the

came after Assi
Fisheries Commis-
sioner Farhan Khan
briefed participants on
structural gaps and
operallonal challenges
g the sector. The
minister said uninter-
rupted power supply,

fairs Muhammad
Junaid Anwa

Chaudhry has cal]ed
for urgent reforms in
the fisheries sector,
saying reliable energy
supply and lower input
costs were critical to
boosting exports and

added proc
added.
Officials told the
meeting that more
than 100 fish process-
ing plants, ranging
from small units to
large commercial fa-
cilities, were operating

sing", he  UN Food and Agricul-
ture Organization’s
State of World Fisher-
ies and Aquaculture
(SOFIA) 2022 report,
fish and fish prepara-
tions ranked 10th
among Pakistan’s top
export commodities in

generating si affordable feed and across the country, the 2024-25 fiscal

revenue. efficient power gen- backed by about 400 year, accounting for
Speaking at a eration were essential registered exporters. 1.34% of total exports

meeting Junaid to unlock growth and "Most facilities were valued at $32.04 bil-

Chaudhry said persis- help the fisheries sec- concentrated in lion.

tent electricity short- tor gain recognitionas Karachi, with limited The sector outper-

ages and high energy a full-fledged industry. infrastructure in formed exports of

"Pakistan  has
abundant raw mate-
rial, including fish,
shnmp, crabs, lob-

Balochistan, while
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
and Punjab lagged sig-
nificantly in sectoral

prices were constrain-
ing production and
eroding the global
competitiveness of

fruits and vegetables,
pharmaceuticals,
sports goods and sur-
gical instruments.
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Balochistan Chief Secretary
Orders Transparent
Hiring, Digital Reforms

5
stations.
Khan added that
using social media to
highlight development
projects helps build
public confidence and
ensures timely, trans-
parent execution.

He said these
measures represent a
significant step toward
strengthening good
governance and pub-
lic  service in
Balochistan.

Syed Muhammad

aseem:
QUETTA: Chief
Secretary Balochistan
Shakeel Qadir Khan
chaired a high-level
meeting of the Secre-
taries Committee, call-
ing for stronger over-
sight, fair recruitment
and faster completion
of public welfare
projects.

Mommnng and Evalu-
ation (M&E) system
would boost transpar-
ency and improve per-
formance in develop-
ment schemes.

The Chief Secre-
tary also stressed that
vacant posts across
departments must be
filled strictly on merit.

Officials briefed
the meeting that more
than 16,000 vacancies
in Grades 1-15 and

4,000 positions above
Grade 16 have already
been advertised.

To encourage a
cashless economy, the
Chief Secretary di-
rected that all govern-
ment payments and
transactions be
shifted to digital plat-
forms.

He further in-
structed employees to
ensure presence at
their assigned duty

He
strengthening

that
the

said

Bodies of Four Revenue
Unidentified Department
Individuals Foundin | Meeting Held
Eﬁ‘;‘e‘j‘ Mg;mtams in Barkan
Four unidentified bod- Authorities said | BARKAN: Deputy of revenue records

Commissioner
Abdullah  Khosa
chaired a detailed
meeting with revenue
staff to review the

and timely completion
of mutations.

Address public is-
sues on a priority ba-
sis with courtesy and

the bodies have been
shifted to Harnai Dis-
trict Hospital for iden-
tification and medico-

ies were recovered
from a mountainous
area of Harnai, offi-
cials confirmed on Fri-

ay. legal procedures. tait
According to local Further investiga- | district's revenue per-  inaccordance with the
sources, residents tion is under way to | formance. law.

DC's Statement:

"Responsibilitics
should be fulfilled with
honesty, integrity, and
a sense of national
service.

Improving the rev-
enue system will in-
crease government
revenue and restore

Assistant Com-
missioner Khadim
Hussain  Bhangar,
Naib Tehsildar, ac-
countant, and patwaris
attended the meeting.

Key Decisions:

Ensure timely,
transparent, and com-
plete collection of
Ushr, mutations, and public trust. The rev-
agricultural income enue staff resolved to
tax. implement the DC's

Maintain accuracy directives effectively.'

[ 4 ]

determine the cause of
death and the identity
of the deceased, offi-
cials added.

spotted the bodies in
the remote hills and
immediately informed
the district administra-

Allotment Process to Begin in Dera Murad
Jamali Township

be inaugurated by
Provincial Minister Ir-
rigation

Mir Mohammad
Sadiq Umrani, provid-

NASEEARABAD:
Deputy Commissioner
Captain (R)

Zulfikar Ali
Karrar chaired a

ing citizens with own-
ership rights.

The administration
assures transparency
and fairness.”

meeting to review al-
lotment in Dera
Murad Jamali Town-
ship [1].

The process will

M A Maulana Hldayat-ur-Rahman Baloch
Inspects RHC Ji 1wan1, Pollce Statlon

GWADAR: MPA
Maulana Hidayat-ur-
Rahman Baloch vis-

Baloch.

He inspected
various departments,
discussing challenges
and directing improve-

ments. Rahman also
visited Jiwani Police
Station, discussing se-
ited RHC Jiwani, inau- curity and policing
gurating the solariza- with DSP.*

tion system and re-
viewing healthcare
services.

MPA  Maulana
Hidayat-ur-Rahman

Commissioner Barchi Honors Retiring
Federal levies Risaldar Haji Rozuddin

LORALAI: A fare- marking his retire- Barchi praised Rozuddin thanked
the

Provincial Minister Condemns Terrorist
Attack in Ziarat

QUETTA: Provincial jured.
Minister for Food Haji He emphasized
Noor Mohammad that  Ziarat and

Khan Domar has
strongly condemned
the terrorist attack on
innocent civilians at
Tur Khan Sur Bridge,
Haranai-Sanjawi
Road.

The minister ex-
pressed condolences
to the family of the
martyred Samatullah

Haranai are peaceful
districts, and terrorists
will not be allowed to
disrupt the peace.

Security forces
have launched a
search operation in the
area, and the govern-
ment assures citizens
of their safety and se-
and wished a speedy rcu)vcry to the in- curity.

well ceremony was
held for Haji Rozuddin,
Federal levies
Risaldar,

Water situation eases in Gwadar as
pipeline projects advance

GWADAR (INP): As the
government of
Balochistan continues
to prioritize reliable

ment after 45 years of Rozuddin's
service. presenting him with a  staff, highlighting chal-

Commissioner certificate and cash lenges faced during
Wali ~ Mohammad award. his service.

statement released
Monday that water sup-
ply to Gwadar city s cur-
rently being sustained

would continue with the
same focus. In a sepa-
rate update on the
broader water situation,

drinking water. The
project was completed in
about two and a half
months. The scheme

the Gwadar Develop-
ment Authority said in a

through multiple

drinking water for com-
sources despite.

munities across Gwadar

was formally inaugu-
rated by Member of the

Commissioner =),

Kalat Holds s inites st
Khuli Kacheri wru uu-we-f ol 212 3 ,w reen| of Bakochinhan burm

in Hub Estrusisd | Sdfecly | Tesdr | Temol
HUB: C i Comfal | MufrsMal | e
Kalat Division Tufail eterp-ngl Lol
Ahmed Baloch held a T
Khuli Kacheri, address- i
ing citizens' issues and TEMEMRE | ponee | RON | bR
complaints.
People hi
problems with local
domicile issuance, pa- 08 2 3
perwork, and govelrjn- G5 2350 OGP BHAN nARE i | ESEOR0 | o | 1A | ook
Thent services. i Nicst gl e
Baloch assured TR

prompt resolution, di-
recting officials to en- o5 13000 | S
sure transparency and a0
efficiency.

district, another mile-
stone  has  been
achieved with the resto-

Provincial Assembly
Maulana_ Hidayatur
Rehman Baloch,  who

=
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irectorate General Pub-

vincial government’s
commitment to serving

lic Relations. The relief
comes through the reha-

public needs through
practical and sustained

bilitation of a key water initiatives. Residents of

Chorr Bandan welcomed
the restoration of water
supply and expressed

supply scheme, includ-
ing the laying of an ap-
proximately 15-kilometer
pipeline from Pasni town hope that development
to Chorr Bandan to en- and welfare projects
sure the deliveryof clean —across Gwadar district
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Families see relief from falling food prices,
but urban cost pressures persist

NEWS DESK:The infla-
tion measured by the
Consumer Price Index
(CPDstood at 5.6% year-
on-year in December
2025, down from 6.1% in
the previous month but
higher than 4.1% in De-
cember 2024, indicating
rice pressure on house-
holds despite the month-
on-month decline.

On a month-on-
‘month basis, the CPI de-
creased by 0.5% in De-
cember 2025, against an
increase of 0.4% in No-
vember andarise of 0.1%
in December last year.

Pl inflation in ur-
ban areas rose by 5.8%
year-on-year in Decem-
ber 2025, easing from
6.1% in the previous
month and higher than
% recor em-
2024.

On a month-on-
month basis, urban infla-
tion fell by 0.4%, com-
pared with a 0.5% in-
crease in November,
while it had declined by
0.1% in December 2024.

The latest inflation
data underscores a de-
celeration in price pres-
sures towards the end of
2025, largelyin line with
market expectations. Ac-
cording to brokerage
house assessments, the
moderation was fuelled
mainly bya sharp correc-
tion in food prices, par-
ticularly perishable
items, amid improved

"The drop was
largely driven b
favourable base ef ecl
easing food prices, and
a decline in petroleum
product prices, collec-
tively anchoring head-
line inflation at multi-
I\:Iar lows," noted Arif

abib Limited (AHL).
The headline infla-
tion for December was
lower, with food infla-
tion declining by 2.2%
month-on-month.

ke
kitchen staples such as

vegetables  posted
double-digit declines,
casing pressure on

evated food costs. This
trend also helped bring
down overall inflation
for the first halfof FY26
toaround 5.1%, a marked
improvement from over
7% recorded in the same

period of last year.
However, analysts
caution that the relief re-
mains uneven and po-
tentially fragile. While
food prices have pro-
vided near-term comfort,
core inflation indicators
continue to signal un-
derlying rigidity, espe-
cially in urban centres.
Segments such as edu-
cation, health care, hous-
lated utilitics, res-

supply conditions and a
favourable base effect.

budgets after
aprolonged period of el-

2
taurants and hotels were

the key contributors to
price increases, reflect-
ing structural cost pres-
sures rather than cycli-
cal factors.

Urban inflation
trends are particularly
noteworthy, as cities ac-
count for a large share
of consumption and ser-
vices demand.

Despite the month-
on-month decline, the
urban core inflation re-
mains elevated, indicat-
ing that price stickiness
in services is persisting
even as commodity-
linked components
soften.

Rural headline infla-
tion, while slightly lower,

also reflects limited
pass-through of easing
food prices into non-
food categories.

"Performance of
other segments arrived
in a muted form as an-
ticipated, including
some of the core seg-
ments.

Utilities were u
slightly for the month,
while clothing, educa’
tion, restaurants, hotels
and miscellaneous seg-
ments were the main
contributors to the in-
crease in core inflation,"
noted Taurus Securities.

Energy prices re-
‘main another critical risk
factor.

Although declining
global ol prices and re-
cent fuel price adjust-
ments have supported
the disinflationary
trend, Pakistan's energy
sector continues to face
structural imbalances.
Any upward reyision in
electricity tariffs, gas
prices, or petroleum lev-
les, often required to
meet fiscal and IMF-re-
lated commitments,
could quickly feed back
into inflation.

Fiscal consolida-
tion pressures add to the
challenge. With limited
space for subsidies and
a heavy reliance on in-
direct taxation, future
budgelary measures
could exerf upward pres-
sure on prices, particu-
larly affecting urban
consumers.

CCP imposes Rs2.36b
penalties in 2025

NEWS DESK: Dur-
ing 2025, the Compe-
tition Commission of
Pakistan (CCP) im-
posed penalties of
Rs2.363 billion, recov-
ered Rs932.56 million
and issued 47 show-
cause notices to un-
dertakings involved in
cartelisation, price-fix-
ing, prohibited agree-
ments and deceptive
marketing practices.

According to an
official statement is-
sued on Thursday, the
Commission reduced
its court case backlog
by 70%.

Through early
hearing applications,
appointment of law-

yers and follow-up, it
secured decisions in
434 cases out of a
backlog of 567 cases
as of August 2023,

averaging almost
one case every two
days.

The CCP issued
11 orders under the
Competition  Act,
2010, including five re-
lated to cartelisation
and prohibited agree-
ments and four for de-
ceptive marketing.

One FMCG order
set aside a show-
cause notice for lack
of evidence.

It also granted
second-phase merger
approval for PTCL's

acquisition of Telenor
Pakistan and Orion
Towers after assess-
ments across five
markets.

Penalties included
Rs1.562 billion on
Aisha Steel Mills and
International Steels for
price-fixing, Rs375
million on the Fertiliser
Manufacturers of Pa-
kistan Advisory Coun-
cil and members, and
Rs155 million on the
Pakistan Poultry As-
sociation and DOC
companies.

Other penalties
targeted automakers,
schools, pharmaceuti-
cal distributors and
transporters.

_—
Conpetition Cammission of Pakisien

Pakistan proposes 5% levy on
mobile imports to fund
local manufacturing effort

NEWS DESK:The gov-
ernment s likely to im-
pose up to 5% levy on
the import of mobile
phones and electronic
devices in the new pro-
posed policy for the pe-
riod 2026-33.

During the entire pe-
riod, the government ex-
pects to collect $368 mil-
lion through the levy,
which will be spent on
the localisation of mo-
bile phone manufactur-
ing. Already high tax
rates are being charged
on the import of mobile
phones to give a push
to the localisation drive.

The Mobile and
Electronic Device Manu-
facturing Policy has
been finalised and is
awaiting presentation to
the prime minister.

Special Assistant to
the Prime Minister
(SAPM) Haroon Akhtar
Khan chaired a meeting
on the proposed policy,
which was attended by
Secretary Industries and
Production Saif Anjum,
Engineering Develop-
‘ment Board (EDB) CEO
Hammad Mansoor and
representatives of mo-
bile phone manufactur-

ers.
During the meeting,

a detailed briefing was
given on the new policy.
SAPM stated that the
policy had been de-
signed after extensive
consultations with all
stakeholders and cov-
ered mobile phones,
laptops and other elec-
tronic devices, making it
a comprehensive and
broad-based policy.

He added (ha( Ihe

EDB, the policy aims to
achieve 50% localisation
in mobile phones by

It sets a target of
70% e-waste recovery
through organised sys-
tems, which will have a
positive impact on the
environment.

Additionally, 50,000
skilled workers will be
trained, including 15,000

policy
jor shift from slmple as-
sembly to full-scale
manufacturing and was
essential for the promo-
tion of local production
and exports.

Under the policy, in-
ternational brands will
be encouraged to manu-
facture electronic
tdevices in Pakistan,
while local brands will
be empowered to expand
their manufacturing ca-
pabilities.

He stated that the
policy clearly defined
phase-wise manufactur-
ing targets and
timelines, and the tran-
sition from assembling
to manufacturing was
on Pakistan's doorstep,
with the country's eco-
nomic progress closely
linked to that shift.

According to the

als. SAPM informed the
meeting that the new
proposed policy would
be presented to the
prime minister in the near

Under the previous
policy, 37 licences were
issued by the Pakistan
Telecommunication Au-
thority (PTA) for local
assembly.

As aresult, produc-
tion grew from 0.1 million
units in 2019 to 30.1 mil-
lion units.

According to the
PTA's projections for
2025,93% of market de-
mand was met domesti-
cally while imports
dropped from 16 million
units (2019) to 2.04 mil-
lion units in 2025.

Apart from those,
Pakistan  exported
230,000 mobile phones.

Dollar makes soft start to 2026 after
biggest annual drop in eight years

NEWS DESK:The US
dollar made a feeble start
to 2026 on Friday after
struggling against most
currencies last year,
while the yen steadied
near a 10 month low as
traders awaited eco-
nomic data to predict
how central bankers di-
rect interest rates this
year.

A narrowing inter-
est rate difference be-
tween the US and other
economies cast
shadow over the market
last year, resulting in
most currencies gaining
sharply against the dol-
lar, with the Japanese
yen an exception.

Worries about the
US fiscal deficit, a glo-
bal trade war and con-
cern about Federal Re-
serve independence
took a toll on the green-
back, and those issues
are likely to linger into
2026.

®

The euro EUR= was
steady at $1.1752 on the
first trading day of the
year after surging 13.5%
Tast year, while sterling
GBP= last bought
$1.3473 followinga 7.7%
increase in 2025.

Both clocked their
steepest annual in-
creases since 2017.

Markets in Japan
and China were closed
on Friday, making for
light trading volume and
little movement.

he dollar index
=USD, which measures
the US currency against
six other units, was at
98.186 after registeringa
9.4% decline in 2025, its
biggest drop in elghl

TS,

"We have seen the
peak in dollar su-
premacy,” said Kyle
Rodda, senior market
analyst at Capital.com.
Even so, there has not
been two consecutive
years of decline in the

dollar index for two de-
cades, he said.

"I believe its demise
has been overstated and
that the relative strength
of the US economy will
mean we see n bounce
back this year."

Economic data in-
cluding US payrolls and
jobless figures are due
next week, providing
clues on the health of
the labour market and
where the Fed's policy
rate may end up this
year.

Much of the focus
at the start of the year
will be on who US Presi-
dent Donald Trump

picks to be the next Fed
chair as the term of cur-
rent head Jerome Powell
ends in May.

Investors are brac-
ing for Trump's pick to
be more dovish and cut
rates after the president
repeatedly criticised
Powell and the Fed for
not cutting rates more
swiftly or deeply.

Traders are pricing
in two cuts this year
compared to one pro-
jected by a currently di-
vided Fed boal

"We expect that
concerns around central
bank independence will
extend into 2026, and see
the upcoming change in
Fed leadership as one of
several reasons why
risks around our Fed
funds rate forecast skew
dovish," Goldman strat-
egists said.

The yen JPY= was
at 156.85 per US dollar

| afterrisingless than 1%

against the greenback in
2025. It hovered close to
the 10 month low of
157.90 touched in No-
vember that drew
policymaker attention
and raised the prospect
of intervention.

The Bank of Japan
hiked interest rates twice
in last year but that did

little to improve yen per-
formance as the cau-
tious pace frustrated in-
vestors, with specula-
tors reversing signifi-
cant long yen positions
held in April.

There has also been
growing investor un-
case about fiscal expan-
sion under Prime
ter Sanac Takaichi,
though she has sought
to ease some of that con-

m.
Traders are pricing
the next BOJ rate hike as
being toward the end of
2026. Min Joo Kang, se-
nior economist at ING,
expects the most likely
timing to be October.

"A further fiscal
push could backfire on
the economy, but the
current government is
expected to maintain its
expansionary policy
stance, posinga signifi-
cant risk to the economy
in 2026," Kang said in a
client note.

The Australian and
New Zealand dollars
started the new year on
the front foot. The
Aussie AUD= was
0.35% higherat $0.66975
after a nearly 8% rise in
2025, its strongest
yearly performance
since 2020.

Government urged to sue India over 'water war

NEWS DESK:Following
Pakistan's victory over
India in a short-term war,
India has launched what
experts de;cnbe as a
"water war" against Pa-
Kistan by releasing and
storing water in its dams
in a manner that has
damaged Pakistani
crops.

Experts say Paki-
stan should now take the
matter to the Interna-
tional Court of Justice
(ICJ) to seek sanctions
against India for waging
a water war in violation
of international obliga-
tions. India is bound
under the Indus Waters
Treaty (IWT) to share
information with Paki-
stan whenever it plans
torelease or store water,
or construct run-of-the-
river dams on rivers
located to Pakistan, in-
cluding the Chenab.

Pakistan and India
have a long history of
legal dispues over wa-
ter. The latest legal battle
emerged after India sus-
pended the Indus Wa-
ters Treaty, prompting
international arbitration.

International arbi-
trators later endorsed
Pakistan's position, rul-
ing that the treaty can-
not be unilaterally sus-
pended and remains fully
intact and binding ol
both countries.

Experts reiterated
that India is legally re-

quired to share water-re-
lated data with Pakistan,
including details of re-
leases, storage and con-
struction of run-of-the-
river  hydropower
projects.
chmer Indus Water
r Jamaat
All Shah |old The Ex-
press Tribune that India
cannot take unilateral
actions under the trea
and must share all rel-
evant data with Paki-
stan. He said India is
currently buildinga run-
of-the-river dam on the
Chenab River. A panel
under India's environ-

ment ministry has re-
cently approved the 260~
megawatt Dulhasti
Stage-1I hydropower
project in the Kishtwar
district of I

said the obligation to
share information re-
mains mandatory.

He noted that al-
though  India _ an-
nounced

He pointed out that
the European commu-
nity has invested over
$40 billion in India and
that sanctions could

pied Jammu and Kashmir.
"India is bound to
share information with
Pakistan relating to any
project, including run-
of-the-river schemes,
under the Indus Waters
Trea%," he said, addin,
that Pakistan shoul
take the issue to interna-
tional arbitration.
‘While such projects
may not |mmed|atefy af-
fect water inflows, he

the treaty, both a neutral
expert and the court of
arbitration ruled in
Pakistan's favour and
confirmed that hearings
on water disputes would
continue."Pakistan
should now approach
the ICJ," he sal , adding
that if the court rules in
Pakistan's favour, India
could face sanctions
similar to those imposed
on Iran.

to o
foreign investment, in-
cluding from Europe.

e also recalled
that US President Donald
Trump had announced
his intention to help re-
solve the water dispute
between Pakistan and
India. When asked
about US mediation, he
said Pakistan should
pursue legal and diplo-
matic avenues simulta-
neously.

Petroleum Division delays action
over ‘illegal’ energy deal

NEWS DESK: Six
months after issuing
show-cause notices to
energy companies for
alleged unauthorised
changes in ownership
and management con-
trol, the Petroleum Divi-
sion has yet to take ac-
tion, despite the strate-
gic industry classifica-
tion of the firms in-
volved.

The parent compa-
nies of Spud Energy Lim-
ited and Frontier Hold-
ings Limited offloaded
their interests without
formal approval from rel-
evant authorities, a vio-
lation of national regu-
lations.

The controversy
began on March 6, 2023,
when Phoenix Explora-
tion sold its 73.3 per cent
stake in Jura Energy to
IDL Investments Lim-
ited, a firm registered in
the British Virgin Is-

s.
OnJuly 18,2025, the
Director General Petro-
um  Concession
(D(JPL} under the Min-

show- cause notice stat-
ing that the transaction
was “neither disclosed
nor approved prior to ex-
ccution”, as required
under Pakistan’s petro-

leum rules.

Under these rules,
companies holding pe-
troleum rights are obli-
gated to disclose
changes in
sharcholding, the issu-
ance of new capital,
board appointments,
voting rights, and corpo-
rate structure.

The DGPC directed
Spud Energy, Frontier
Holdings, and Jura En-
ergy m submit compre-

board appointments,
shareholder voting pat-
terns, transaction val-
ues, tax filings, and con-
firmation of whether
capital gains or with-
holding taxes were paid
in Pakistan.

The notice warned
that failure to comply
could result in punitive
action, including the re-
vocation of petroleum
rights. The requirements
are part of nalmnal se-
curity c ion

within 30 days. Required
disclosures included de-
tailed shareholding
structures of IDL Invest-
‘ments, Phoenix Explora-
Jura Energy,

tion,
PetExPro, Frontier Hold-
ings, and Spud Energy,
both before and after the
transaction.

Regulators also re-
quested details on new

used to evaluate compa-
nies operating in the
country’s oil and gas
sector.

Both companies
have admitted that the
transaction took place
without prior approval.
However, the DGPC has
not initiated enforce-
ment action under Rule
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Australia’s Usman Khawaja to retire after Ashes finale,
slams ‘racial stereotyping’

NEWS DESK:Usman
Khawaja said on Friday
he will retire from inter-
national cricket after the
fifth and final Ashes
clash against England,

leaving a legacy as
Australia’s first Muslim
Test cricketer while lash-
ing out at perceived “ra-
cial stereotyping” during
his 15-year career.

The 39-year-old will
pad up for the last time,
should he be selected,
when the Test gets un-
der way in Sydney on
Sunday, ending months
of speculation about his

upport.Khawaja,
qualified pilot, has plun-
dered 6,206 runs in Test
cricket with 16 centuries,
averaging 43.39.He
smashed a career-hi;
232 against Sri Lanka a
year ago, but has not
made three figures
since.The current Ashes
series has been a
rollercoaster ride, with
the veteran batsman
coming under scrutiny.
He injured his back
in the first Test in Perth
and was replaced as
opener in the second in-
nings by Travis Head
who blasted a match
winning
century. Khawaja did not
feature in the next match
at Brisbane and was

ture.

It would be an 88th
Test for the classy lefi-
hander, culminating a
career where it began af-
ter making his debut at omitted from the team
the Sydney Cricket i for the third Test in
Ground in 2011, also forthe Australian cricket model who opened chiefTodd Greenberg. ~ Adelaide, only to get a

against England “The team. Look at me now, doors for others. “On behalf of Aus- lifeline when Steve
number one emotion is and you can do the “Usman hasmadea tralian cricket I would Smith dropped outill just
contentment. I'm very same.”Khawaja immi- huge contribution to like to thank and con- before the toss.

lucky to have played so ~grated to Australia from Australian cricket both gratulate Usman for all He came in at num-
many games for Austra- [slamabad as a child, through his outstanding he has achieved.” ber four and hit 82 and
lia the way I have,” battling the odds to be achievements as one of Khawaja’s founda- 40 before making 29 and
Khawaja said. come the country’s first our most stylish and re- tion helps youths from 0 in the fourth Test at

“I'hope 1 have in- Pakistan-born, and first silient batters since his refugee, immigrant, In- Melbourne.

spired people along the Muslim, national player. ~Test debut 15 years ago, digenous, and poor so- “I'm glad T get to
way.“I'm a proud Mus- At one point, he and offfield, particularly cioeconomic back- leave onamyown terms,

lim coloured boy from was the only Asian first- through the Usman grounds through intro- withalittle bit of dignity,
Pakistan who was told ~class player in Australia Khawaja Foundation,” ductory cricket pro- and go out at the SCG
that he would never play and is credited as arole said Cricket Australia grams and educational where Ilove.”

Narvaez, Ruegg to defend Tour
Down Under titles

NEWS DESK:Tour
Down Under champions
Jhonatan Narvaez and
Noemi Ruegg will be
back to defend their titles
at the season-opening
UCIWorld Tour race, of-
ficials said Friday, head-
ing a stellar field that
also boasts Tour de
France queen stage win-
ner Ben O'Connor.
Ecuador's Narvaez
(UAE Team Emirates)
won a heart-pumpin;
climb up Willunga Hill to 4 N
help claim the Ochre Jer- Romandie and Volta a  gold medallist Kelland
sey in Adelaide in 2025 Catalunya. OBrien.
ahead of Spain's Javier The men's field for Australian sprint
Romo (Movistar Team).  the five-stage race from = star Sam Welsford, who
Switzerland's January2l to25will fea- has won six Tour Down
Ruegg took out the ture 140riders fromall 18 Under stages in the past
women's race from UCIWorldTeamsaswell ~two years, will make his
Dutch rider Silke asSwiss ProSeriesteam debut with new team

Smulders. Tudor Pro Cycling -- INEOS Grenadie

UAE Team Emirates  owned by retired great The strongest-ever
are boosted by 2023  Fabian Cancellara. women's field includes
winner Jay Vine, with the Team Jayco AlUla's 90 riders who for the first
Australian coming offa hopes for the Ochre Jer- time represent all 14 UCI
stellar season that saw sey rest with O'Connor, WorldTeams.
him clinch the moun- who produced a world- Ruegg is returning
tains classification at class climbat stage 18 of alongside newly

the Vuelta a Espana for the Tour de France last crowned world cham-
the second year ina row. year over three Alpine p)un and EF Education-
They are joined by mountains. Oatly teammate
British star Adam Yates, Heis joinedbyroad Magdeleine Vallieres.
who is a Grand Tour captain Luke Durbridge, while Lid| Trek's roster
stage winnerand cham-  Grand Tour stage winner ~ includes three-time Tour
pion at the Tour de Luke Plapp and Paris Down Under winner
Suisse, Tour of Olympic team pursuit Amanda Spratt.

What to look out for in the Premier
League transfer window

NEWS DESK:Thetrans-  and should the Egyptian ~ archy managed to sig- ported £65 million The England inter-
fer window for Premier ~depart, Liverpool will be ~nificantly improve the buyout clause in his national, who shone in
League clubs is open in the market for a re- sidein the January win- contract, but that must the Three Lions' run to
qu sides ready to placement. dow 12 months ago be activated before Janu-  the Euro 2024 final, is
splash out to win the Villa's dreams of when the loan signings yet to start a Premier
title, secure a place in maintaininga challenge ~of Marcus Rashford and Cityarenot hangins League game this sea-
next season's Champi- against the might of Ar- Marco Asensio nearly about as they aim toadd son.
ons League or just sur- senal and Manchester fired them intothe Chami- ~extra firepower to what Ruben Amorim
vive in the lucrative En- City in the title race will pions League. is already the highest does not appear to see
glish top ﬂ.g t. depend on what they Semenyo set for scoring side in the Pre- Mainoo as compatible
Sport looks at can do over the next City mier League. with captain Bruno
five of the clubs likelyto  month to strcngthcn Pep Guardiola's goals Fernandes and both
be busiest before the Unai Emery's >% men look to have won from wide positions have been injured in re-
wmdo\v closes on Feb- Hampéred by finan- the first major transfer have been a problem for cent weeks to severely
rual cial sustainability rules, battle of the month in Guardiola. limit United's midfield
leemool tosplash Villa were unable to securing  Antoine Jeremy  Doku, options.
out again spend freely in the sum-  Semenyo from Savinho, Oscar Bobb Bryan Mbeumo and
The Reds spent mer Bournemouth and Omar Marmoush Amad Diallo are also
more than any Premier Yet Emery per- The Ghana forward have just one Premier away at the Africa Cup
League side ever has in  formed miracles to in- has also attracted inter- League goal between of Nations, but Amorim
one window just a few spire an 11-game win- est from Liverpool, them so far this season. is cautious of recruiting
months ago, splurging ning run in all competi- Chelsea and Tottenham Manchester forthe short-term.
ncarinSl)mllllun(% tions prior to Tuesday's ~after scoring nine times  United's January busi- "If we are not sure,
million) on six new addi-  4-1 defeat at Arsenal. in the Premier League ness is likely to be de- if ceveryone is not
tions. Despite limited this season. termined by the future of ~ aligned, it's better not to
However, there has headroom, the Villa hier- Semenyo has a re- Kobbie Mainoo. bring anyone and to
been little return on that work with the players
investment and injuries that we have," said the
look set to force the En- Portuguese coach. "We
glish champions back cannot do the same mis-
into the market. takes that we did in the
lexander Isak's ast."
British record £125 mil-
lion move from
Newcastle headlined
Liverpool's summer
spending spree, but the

o
3

A sale of Mainoo,
who was a product of
the United academy,
would significantly help
United's mgfglc room

Swede is set for at least under nancial
two months on the side- sustainability rules to
lines with a broken leg. add another midfielder.

Despite splashing West Ham's rescue
out around £300 million mission

West Ham are star-
ring down the barrel of
dropping out of the Pre-
mier League for the first
time in 14 years.

he Hammers are
four points adrift of
safety but are also chas-

on forwards in the sum-
mer window, Arne Slot's
attacking options are
currently threadbare
with Mohamed Salah
alsoabsent at the Africa
“up of Nations.
Salah's future re-

mains uncertain follow- 4 ing other sides on the
ing his public outburst ¥ up in Nottingham Forest
atbeing dropped by Slot - and Leeds.

Set to boost running culture,
Karachi Marathon returns with
growing participation
NEWS DESK:As the ally certified by the As- not just the run itself,
sun dipped into the wa- sociation of Interna- but the training that
ters off Karachi’s tional Marathons and goes intoit — the disci-
Seaview on a chilly Distance Races (AIMS). pline and the consis-
Thursday evening, a fes- Shaheer, an 18-year- tency,” the 45-year-old
tive air Settled over AK  old student at NED Uni- told” Dawn. Wong be-
Khan Park along the versity, first experienced ~ lieves such events have
promenade. competitive running a direct impact on the

Men and women of when he participated in  city’s culture.
all ages, with children the 5K at last year’s “This is a World
alongside, gradually event. This year, he is Athletics-certified
filled the park. Patiently stepping up to the half event, so its standards
queuing at counters marathon.“I love play- are comparable to mara-
marked in vibrant black  ing sports — I play bas- thons held anywhere
and turquoise branding, ~ ketball quite regularly — abroad,” she said. “Es-
they collected what butrunning has adiffer- pecially in Karachi,
would soon become ent feeling to it, a feel- - where people struggle to
keepsakes: running bibs  ing that is hard to de- step out of their comfort
for the 2026 Karachi scribein words,”he told zones even to walk or
Marathon. Dawn, smiling broadly. run, such events make a

On Sunday, with “It is about pushing huge difference by giv-
these bibs — fitted with  yourself to the limit, to ing people the motiva-

time-tracking chips — test how far you can go. tion to come out.”The
pinned to their running It is a unique experi- marathon route, how-
gear, participants will ence.” ever, is confined {0 some
line up at the promenade Long-distance run- of the city’s most afflu-
near Nishan-i-Pakistan ningis a passion shared ent localities — zones
Park. by many in the sprawl- largely insulated from

Runners competing  ing metropolis. Some the chaos of the old city
in the full and half mara- train alone in and neighbourhoods

thon categories will be- neighbourhood parks home to middle and
gin before sunrise at and streets, while others lower-middle-class
6:30am, while those tak-  prefer the motivation of ~populations.
ing part in the five- runningin groups. While marathons
kilometre race (com- The arrival of the ideally reflect the culture
monly referred to as the Karachi Marathon three and character of a city,
5K)will startat 9:00am. years ago has given the current route passes
More than 2,000 these enthusiasts botha without a single iconic

runners have registered ~platform and a goal. heritage landmark, com-
for the marathon events. Suriyami Wong, an pletely  bypassing
Registrations for the 5K,  Indonesian national who =~ Karachi’s historic core.

meanwhile, remain open,  has lived in Karachi for The organisers are

with over 3,000 partici- 22 years, discovered her ~ conscious of this limita-
pants already signed up. ~ love for running in 2024 tion.

This will be the and has been training  “This is not what I
third edition of the forthe halfmarathon — can call my city,” said
Karachi Marathon, her first — since last Shoaib Nizami, the driv-
which is recognised by year. ing force behind the
World Athleticsand has ~“Irun formental clar- Karachi Marathon,
its distance profession- ity and for exercise. It’s speaking to Dawn.

El Kaabi becomes AFCON hero

NEWS DESK:With cap- the kingdom for a player viewed online videoisa doesn't really matter —terview with UEFA.com
tain Achraf Hakimi who first broke into the compilation of all the who scores or how they in 3

hardly featuring during national team ahead of ~goals scored by El Kaabi  do it," El Kaabi humbly "We were in a bit of
the Africa Cup of Na- the 2018 World Cup but  in that way, because the ~said after the Zambia a difficult financial situ-
tions group stage as he has never reallybeenan overhead kick has long ~game. ation. I was able to go to
recovers from injury, established starter. been his speciality.He From carpenter to school and study, and in
Ayoub El Kaabi has Videos  posted scored four such goals goalscorer the summer I worked in
emerged as the hero of online of fans repeating during a breakthrough El Kaabi’ story be-  order m help my family.
the tournament so far for - El Kaabi's bicycle kick 2020/21 season with gins in the streets of elped my Dad
the host country. move in unlikely sitia- Moroccan  giants Casablanca, where he who worked in con-

While HaKimi, the ~tions have become viral, Wydad Casablanca and ~started playing football  struction.

African footballer of the registering millions of had already pulled off in an impoverished The work I did at
year, has made just one  views. the feata couple of times  neighbourhood and that time made me a
substitute appearance i i for his country before worked as a carpenter. an."
uptonow, El Kaabi came show in the sky over —the AFCON, including in T grew up in a Ofworking as a car-

off the bench to seal Casablancaused drones stunning fashion shanty town in Derb penter, he added: "Itis a
Morocco's 2-0 win over torecreate El Kaabi scor- against Benin last June. Mila, a neighbourhood ~really great job which
Comoros in the opening  ing in acrobatic fashion. "The most impor- that everybody knows," embraces art and cre-
game with a stunning Another widely tant thing is to score. It the striker said inan in- ativity."
overhead kick. El Kaabi eventually
That moment of i signed his first profes-
magic earned the 32- sional contract with Rac-
year-old a place in the ing Casablanca in 2014,
Starting line-up for the . at the age of 21
next match, a 1-1 draw - After one impres-
with Mali, 3 sive season in the Mo-

While El Kaabi roccan second division,
failed to repeat his he moved to the top
goalscoring heroics on flight with Renaissance
what was amore frustrat- 2 1 L : Berkane and then had a
ing occasion for a much- ; stint in China.
hyped Moroccan team, Then came a return
he was back at it in s home to sign for Wydad
Monday's 3-0 victory ’ - before a prolific spell in
against Zambia which Turkey with Hatayspor
allowed the Atlas Lions ended following a dev-
to wrap up first place in . ' astating earthquake in
Group Aand alast-16 tie carly2023.
against Tanzania. Abriefstint in Qatar
The Olympiacos | 1 came after that, but the
hitman headed in the { transfer that really el-
opening goal and later evated him to the next
wrapped up the win with level came when he
another overhead kick. joined Greek giants
Cue adulation in Olympiacos.

Bashir, Potts in England squad
for final Ashes Tes

NEWS DESK:Seamer
Matthew Potts and spin-
ner Shoaib Bashir were
included in a 12-man En-
gland squad Friday for
the fifth Ashes Test
against Australia as the
tourists look to finish
the series on a high.
Potts is the only
unused fast bowler from
their original 16-man
squad and gets his
chance after Gus
Atkinson limped off with
a hamstring issue at the .
previous Test in ered England'stop spin- week, that says a lot
Melbourne, which En- nerwhen they arrivedin about the group.
gland won inside two Australia but has yet to The Sydney Cricket
ays. play with all-rounder Ground's head curator
Fellow quicks Jofra Jacks preferred. Adam Lewis is under-
Archer and Mark Wood Austral ad the pressure to produce a
have similarly suc- five-Test series 3-1 but pitch that helps both bat
cumbed to injury. England gained confi- and ball after the
Wood (knee) only dence from their frantic, Melbourne wicket was
played the first Test in four-wicket Melbourne heavily slanted in favour
Perth while Archer was  victory. of the fast bowlers.
ruled out after the third Opener Zak Crawley Batting on that
Test in Adelaide with a  said it wouldbca”prcuy lrack hich was labelled

side strain. good series” ifthey man-  "unsatisfactory” by the

Australia have al- agedtoend it3-2down. International Cricket
ready won the series and "[think there'sa big Council, was treacher-
retained the urn. difference just internally ous.

Potts is expected to in the group," he said Lewis told reporters
add to his 10 caps in when asked the differ- his ground staff were
Sydney on Sunday, hav- ence between losing4-1 ~ aiming for six millimetres
ing last played a Test in  or of grass, compared to
December 2024, as a di- "It just shows a lot  the 10 in Melbourne.
rect replacement for about our group and "The only thing we
Atkinson. how united we areif we can't control is the

Bashir and Will can geta win. weather," said Lewis,
Jacks will vie for the fi- "It might not go our  with rain showers ex-
nal spot. way, but if we canputup pected on Sunday and

Bashir was consid- a good performance this Monday.
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Swiss authorities begin identifying victims | Trump says US will intervene

of bar fire that killed 40, injured 115 if Iran violently suppresses
NEWSDESK:Investigators "You think you're peaceful protests

on Friday set about iden- safe here, but this can
tifying the burned bod- happen anywhere. They
ies of a blaze that en- were people like us,
gulfed a crowded bar, said Piermarco Pani, an
klllmg around 40 people 18-year-old who, like
and injuring 115 at a ‘many others in the town,
New Year's Eve party in knew the bar well.
the upscale Swiss ski re- ozens of people
sort of Crans-Montana. left flowers o lit candles
The severity of the on a makeshift altar at
burns suffered by the the top of the road lead-
young crowd of revel- ing to the bar, which po-
lers in the Le Constella- lice had cordoned off.
tion bar will cause the Some cried, others qui-
identification process to etly hugged one another.
take days, according to Behind the cordon,
Swiss officials. the bodies of some vic-
Parents of missing tims still lay in the bar,
youths anxiously issued police said, as they
pleas for news of their pledged to work around
loved ones as foreign the clock to identify ev-
embassies scrambled to eryone who succumbed | NEWS ™ DESK:US  people as Iran’s biggest ing on Sunday over the

work out if their nation- head of govemmenl of authorities said it ap- distinction of being not ~to the blaze. President  Donald protests in three years government’s handling
als were among those  the canton of Valais, peared (o bean accident only a popular draw for  Kean Sarbach. 17.| Trump on Friday said over cconomie hard. of a shatp currenc
caught up in one of the  said experts were using rather than anattack.  skiers but also golfers, said he had spoken to| ;iR % FICEY ST Uet COORORIIC. MR e B BIAER i TTER Y
worst tragedies to befall - dental and DNA samples. Some accounts were stunned by the in” four people who es- | (i) T L AIO0S SR0 STP AUrneC VIO ent sice andrapidlyrising
m o d e r_n forthetask. from survivors and foot- ferno. Many knew vic-  caped from the bar, some Y hPU fod imaos: ple p P! Tran"

Switzerland."The first "All this work age broadcast on social tims,and some said they with bums, and that they | Protesters. the United - inces. ran’s economy

objective is to assign needs to be done be- media suggested that were lucky not to have had told him the flames | States of America will The clashes be- has struggled for years
names to all the bodies,"  cause the information is ~ the ceiling of the bar's ~been there themsclves. —had spread very quickly, | €ome to their rescue. — tween protesters and since the US reim-
Crans-Montana's mayor, - so terrible and sensitive basement may have Hundreds of people Elisa Sousa, 17, said We are locked security forces mark a posed sanctions in
Nicolas Feraud, told a that nothing can be told ~ caught fire when spar- stood in silence near the she was meant to be | andloaded andready to ~significant escalationin 2018, after Trump
press conference on tothe familiesunlesswe kling candles got too scene as they came to there but ended up | g0.” hesaid ina Truth the unrest that has withdrew from an in-

Thursday evening. This, are 100% sure," he said. close. pay their respects to the  spending the evening at Social post. spread across the ternational nuclear
he said, could take days. What caused the Residents of Crans- victims on Thursday a family gathering in- This follows the country since shop- agreement during his
Mathias Reynard, blaze was unclear. Swiss Montana, which has the night. stead. deaths of several keepers began protest- first term.

Pakistan hopes for diplomatic | Trump pulls National Guard
end to Yemen standoff from three cities

NEWS DESK:The For- the Emirati leader’s pri- nuclear installationsand ~ other’s custody twice a
eign Office said on vate visit, officially fo- prisoners, a long-stand- year, on Jan 1 and July
Thursday that Pakistan = cusing on bilateral ties ing confidence-building 1, respectively,” the

NEWS DESK:Presi<dent  having these great Patri-  them to San Francisco. ~ deployment and return
Donald Trump is with- ots in those cities, and But the Trump ad-  control of the soldiers to

was seekinga diplomatic as practice that has en- spokesman adde drawing National Guard  ONLY by that fact,” ministration had already = California’s Democratic
resolution of the dispute dured despite unprec- India said it shared | troops from Chicago, Trumpsaidonhis Truth begun to pull some Governor  Gavin
between Saudi Arabia A day later, PM edented strains in bilat-  information about391 ci- | Los Angeles and Port- Social network on  troops from Chicago, Newsom.

and the United Arab Shehbaz spoke by eral ties, which brought vilian prisoners and 33 | land, following a series  Wednesday. Los Angeles and Port- Most had already
Emirates over Yemen, phone with Saudi Crown ~relations close to a vir- ~fishermen in its custody | of legal setbacks over In the message on land in recent weeks as been demobilised, with
underscoring Prince Mohammed bin tual breakdown. who are Pakistani or be- | his military deployments New Year’s Eve, Trump court judgments went the US military saying

Islamabad’s push for Salman. Mr Andrabi con- lieved to be Pakistani. | in US cities. said the three cities against it.Los Angeles 100 Guard troops re-
dialogue as tensions  MrAndrabisaid Pa- firmed the exchange, The two sides also The Republican “were GONEifitweren’t became the first city to mained deployed at the
persisted between twoof ~ kistan was pursuing the = saying: “Today, on Ist exchanged lists of | had sent troops into for the Federal Goven- have troops on the time.Hours before
its closest Gulf partners. issue through multilat- January, as per our bilat- nuclear installations and | several cities run by ment stepping in”. streets in June when Trump’s announce-
_The comments, eral forums as well, in- eral agreements, Paki- facilities that cannot be | Democrats during his “We will come back, Trump went over the ment, Newsom said the
which were the most cat- - cluding the UN Security - stan and India exchange - attacked in the event of | iyt year back in power, perhapsinamuch differ- heads of local Demo- administration had for-
egorical since thestartof: Councll, weanisation s orprisonersin each - hostlities, undera sepa- | in what he called acrack-  ent and stronger form, ~ cratic leaders to order  mally stopped opposing
:ﬁgm o 1>|a:1:ifco§;2;:‘:ﬂ;n ot Ck;gx;é‘;nﬁ]y the :gacu‘éﬂzcl"h‘z"r“:‘]‘{"(‘fh:‘ down onillegal immigra- when crime begins to 4,000 National Guard re- the federal court’s ruling
defusing tensions, came he added, Pakistan ad. government of Pakistan calation between the | tionand crime. leaders oo again : Only aservists to put down i’""“"""p;"\"%’??l{
during the weekly media  vocated “for peace, dia- fodayhanded overalist nuclear-arme oc caders question of time!” protests over immigra- late court made it official,
briefing by FO spokes- logue, role for diplo- of 257 Indian prisoners neighbours. slammed the moves as  Trump added. tion raids. ruling that the lower
person Tahir Andrabi, macy, including (58 civiliansand 199 fish- “Also, on Jan 1, Pa- | authoritarian overreach Trump’s deploy-  Those local leaders court’s order to retum
Who said Islamabad was _peace-ful settlement for crmen) in Pakistan tothe kistan and India ex- | and launched astring of -ments of National Guard ~said the relatively minor ~control should move
actively engaging both a Yemeni-led, Yemeni- High Commission of In- ~change the lists of their | successful legal chal-  troops have beena cen-  protests, which affected  forward. )
Riyadh and Abu Dhabi owned political pro- diain Islamabad.” respective nuclear instal- | lenges, with the US Su- terpiece of his hardline only a few blocks in  “This admission by
to encourage restraint cess” He said the move lations pursuant to the | preme Court last week policies on immigration America’s second larg- Trump and his occult

and diplomacy. “So, this is in that wasin line with existing Agreement on Prohibi- | blocking the Chicago and crime since return- est metropolis, could — cabinet members means

“We have been ad-  spirit that we take our bilateral commitments. tion of Attacks against | deployment. ing to the White House easily be handled by thisillegal intimidation
vocating peace and di- role asa mediatoranda “This step is consistent Nuclear Installations “We are removing in January. city, county and state tactic will finally come to
plomacyto reacha solu-  facilitator for bringing with the provisions of and Facilities between | the National Guard from Hehas alsosent the law enforcement. an end,” Newsom, seen

tion. So, this is part of peace and prosperity for - the Consular Access Pakistanand India,” Mr | Chicago, Los Angeles, National Guard into the On December 10,a s a likely Democratic
our exchanges that is Yemenand for the broth- ~ Agreement between Pa-  Andrabi said. and Portland, despite capital Washington and federal judge ordered contender for the presi-

taking place between our erly people of Yemen,” kistan and India, signed The Foreign Office b “RIME has < administrati N i
leadership and the lead- Mr Andrabi said. on May 21,2008, under ~also urged India to re- {,“jc“ ;;3;‘25}215;*;* ;;y;;*gg:;;njg"l“;;;ffd Trump :h:dgg;";;“;gg ?f“‘y in 2028, said on
ership in Riyadh and Meanwhile, Paki-  which both countries are ~spond to formal queries greary Y _ 20

Abu  Dhabi,” Mr stanand Indiaon Thurs- required to exchange
Andrabi said. ddy exchanged lists of lists of prisoners in cach

Tensions peaked on
Dec 30 when Saudi
Arabia carried out air
stri-kes on Yemen’s
southern port of
Mukalla, targeting what
it said were weapons and
armoured vehicles alleg-
edly supplied to the
Sou-thern Transitional
Council (STC).

No casualties were
reported.

Abu Dhabi later an-
nounced a voluntary
pullout of its remaining
counterterrorism units
the same day.

Thus far, Pakistan
has pursued carefully
balanced diplomacy.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharifmet UAE

President  Sheikh

Mohamed bin Zayed Al

Nahyan on Dec 30 in w
Rahim Yar Khan during - |

New York Mayor Mamdani vows to enact democratic socialist agenda

NEWS DESK:Democrat  approval rating has
Zohran Mamdani be- fallen over the past year
came New York City’s amid economic con-
mayor on Thursday, cerns.

vowing during a public Many of New
swearing-in ceremony York’s 8 million resi-
on the steps of City Hail dents — some with
to enact an aggressive hope, some with trepida-

Even with tempera- was decommissioned
tures well below freez- decades ago and is ac-
ing, the citysetupa view- cessible onlya few times
ing area along Broadway a year through guided
to allow thousands more  tours.
to watch a livestream of Reflecting his Mus-
the ceremony, which in- lim faith, he used the
cluded musical perfor- Holy Quran for his

agenda aimed at making  tion — expect him to be ‘mances. swearing-in, a first for a
the nation’s largest city a dmupuvc political Mae Hardman-Hill, New York City mayor.
more affordable for work- ~ forc 27, volunteered for Republicans blast

ing people. na speech follow-
Mamdani, amember  ing his public swearing-
of his party’ in, Mamdani promoted
democratic sociali core campaign promises
tion, was elected last of universal childcare,
November in a promi- affordable rents and free
nent victory that wuld bus service.
influence this year’s “We will answer to
midterm elections that all New Yorkers, not to
will determine control of any billionaire or oli-
the US Congress. Some ~garch who thinks they
Democrats have em- can buy our democ-

Mamdani’s campaign MamdaniHours after
and said it felt like his Mamdani took office,
political momentum was the lead group tasked
growing. with electing Republi-
“I'm a native New  cans to the US House of
Yorker. I've watched the - Representatives sought
city like you just become  to portray him as a “radi-
less and less affordable, ~cal socialist”.
less and less livable,” “Every  time
Hardman-Hill said. Mamdani opens his
“I'mreally excited mouth or swipes his pen,
for ... regular people to he tattoos the Demo-

braced his style while get some power back cratic Party’s failures
Republ s portray him again.” onto every House Demo-
as a foil on the national socialist and I will gov- Prior to the public crat facing voters in
political stage. ern as a democratic y ceremony, Mamdani was 2026, spokesperson

The 34-year-old socialist.” The tiveAlexandriaOcasio- Sanders, whom ng i~ loudly when Sanders privately sworn in as Mike Marinella said in a
campaigned heavily on  programme for Cortez, fellow demo- Mamdani calls his inspi- d. “Itis called'on America’s mil- New York City’s mayorin statement that signaled
cost-of-living issues and Mamdani’s inaugura- cratic socialists at the ration, defended thc nghl and decent lionaires and billionaires  the first minutes of the the sizable role
was sharply critical of tion included remarks by vanguard of the Demo- Mamdani’s agenda thing to do.” to pay more in taxes, New Year on Thursday Mamdaniis likelyto play
Republican US President ~ US Senator Bernie Sand-  cratic Party’s liberal “Making sure that The crowd of sev- breaking into a chant of  at the historic City Hall on the national cam-

Donald Trump, whose ~ers and US Representa-  wing, peaplecan ive mafford. eral thousand cheered “tax the rich" subway station, which paign stage.




